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PM Shehbaz Meets Kuwaiti
Crown Prince On UNGA
Sidelines For Key Talks

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif held a meeting with
Kuwaiti Crown  Prince
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah on the sidelines of the
&0th Annual Session of the
United Nations General As-
sembly.

PM Sharif conveyed his
best wishes to the Emir and
Crown Prince of Kuwait and
expressed satisfaction over
the historic friendship be-
tween the two countries

He thanked Kuwait for its
generous support during Pak-
istan’s devastating floods and
emphasized the importance
of expanding cooperation in
key sectors such as trade, in-
vestment, agriculture, health,
and manpower,

Highlighting the need for
closer engagement, Shehbaz

Sharif invited the Kuwaiti
Crown Prince to visit Pak-
istan later thi i
tation was rec
reflectin;

ate bilateral ties
The Kuwaiti  Crown
Prince praised Pakistan’s
diplomatic efforts and partic-
ularly acknowledged its con-
sistent support for the Pales-

tinian cause.
Both leaders also held a
wide-ranging discussion on

v, Middle East developments,

as well as regional and global
affairs,

They reaffirmed their
commitment to continue
working together at bilat-
eral and multilateral fo-
rums —RT/Agency

NATO Warns Russia To
Cease Provocative Airspace
Violations On Eastern Flank

BRUSSELS, Belgium
NATO on Tuesday warned
Russia to stop an “e -
tory” pattern of airspace vio-
lations along its eastern
flank, after the alliance held
urgent talks about a jet incur-
sion over Estonia last week

“Russia bears full respon-
sibility for these actions,
which are escalatory, risk
miscalculation and endﬁm.er
lives, They must stop,”
NATO’s 32 member states
said in a statement

“Russia should be in no
doubt: NATO and allies will
employ, in accordance with
international law, all neces-
sary military and non-mili-
tary tools to defend ourselves
and deter all threats from all
directions.”

It added that NATO
would “continue to respond
in the manner, timing, and
domain of our choosing™ and
that the alliance’s commit-
ment to its collective defence
pact remained “ironclad”

Estonia convened emer-
gency consultations under

Aticle 4 of NATO's found-
ing treaty after armed Rus
ian fighter jets violated
airspace for some 12 minutes
on Friday

That incident — which
saw NATO scramble jets —
came just over a week after
the alliance shot down Russ-
ian drones over Poland and
led Warsaw to demand simi-
lar talks

In response to the drone
raid in Poland, NATO an-
nounced it was bolstering its
eastern defences to help to
counter the threat from
Moscow.

Besides Poland and

Romania, other eastern
flank countries including
Romania, Lithuania,
Latvia and Finland have
seen recent violations of
their airspace

The spike in tensions
has spurred fears that the
Russia war in Ukraine
could be spilling across
NATO's border

In their statement the
NATO countries vowed
that “allies will not be de-
terred by these and other
rresponsible acts by Rus-
sia from their enduring
commitments to support
Ukraine”.

Asia Cup 2025: Pakistan
Sink Sri Lanka To Keep
Final Dream Alive

Pakistan grabbed a five-
wicket victory over Sri
Lanka on Tuesday in the cru-
cial Super Fours match to
keep hopes alive for advanc-
ing to the Asia Cup 2025
final.

Chasing a modest 134-
run target on a challenging
surface and testing condi-
tions here, the Green Shirts
eventually knocked the win-
ning runs for the loss of five
wickets and 12 balls to spare,

Pakistan got off to a de-
cent start to the pursuit as
their opening pair of
Sahibzada Farhan and Fakhar
Zamar ded 45 runs inside
the batting powerplay before
both fell victim to Maheesh
Theekshana in the sixth over.

Farhan scored 24 off 15
deliveries with the help of
two sixes and a four, while
Fakhar made a 19-ball 17

Wanindu Hasaranga fur-
ther added to Pakistan’s woes
Jismissing Saim Ayub and
caplam Salman Ali Agha in
consecutive overs, bringing
the total down to 57/4 in 8.1
avers,

Wicketkeeper batter Mo-
hammad Haris and Hussain
Talat briefly stabilised the
run chase with their 23-run
parmership for the fifth
wicket, but Dushmantha
Chameera cleaned up the for-
mer in the 12th over to dent
their recovery.

With the scoreboard read-
m 11.1 overs and a
required off 53 de-
. Mohammad Nawaz
Jjoined Talat, and the duo bat-

ted sensibly under pressure to
steer their side over the line
unbeaten.
Mohammad Nawaz top-
scored for Pakistan with an
unbeaten 38 off 24 deliveries,
studded with three sixes and
as many fours, while Talat
made 32 not out from 30
balls, comprising four fours
For Sri Lanka, Th
shana and Hasaranga bagged
two wickets each, while
Chameera could claim one
Put into bat first, the de-
fending ghdmplun\ mandgul
to accumulate 133/8 in th
allotted 20 overs despite Ka-
mindu Mendis’s half-century
i Ls got off to a
shaky start to their innings as
Shaheen Shah Afridi dis-
missed bath oper Kusal
fendis (zero) and Pathum
Nissanka (eight) — in his first
two ov
The 2022 champions,
however, were in a comfort-

able position by the end of is

the batting powerplay as they
had piled up 53 runs despite
losing another wicket

But Pakistan captain
Salman Ali Agha’s decision

to bring Hussain Talat in

pushed Sri Lanka to the back

foot as the all-rounder struck

twice in his first over, bring-
g the total down to 58/5 in
3 overs.

Following the slump, star
all-rounder Wanindu
Hasaranga (15) joined Ka-
mindu in the middle for a
cautious 22-run parmership
until getting cleaned up by
Abrar Ahmed in the 13th
over.

Kamindu, on the other
hand, stood his ground firm
and went on to score a fight-
ing half-century Sri
Lanka He was sed by
Shaheen in the penultimal
over, soon after he amassed
the milestone.

The left-handed batter
top-scored for Sri Lanka with
avaliant 50 off 44 deliveries,
smashing three fours and two

s.Shaheen the

for just 28 runs in his luur
overs, followed by Haris
Rauf and Talat with two
cach, while Abrar chipped
in with one—RT/Agency

At UNGA, Trump Demands Immediate
Halt To Gaza War

NEW YORK: United States
President Donald Trump on
Tuesday called for an imme-
diate end to the ongoing war
in Gaza

Addressing the 80th
United Nations General As-
sembly at UN headquarters
in New York City, the US
president said: "We have to
stop the war in Gaza immedi-
ately. We have to immedi-
ately negotiate peace.”

Dozens of world leaders
gathered at the United Na-
tions to embrace a Palestinian
a landmark diplomatic
shift that faces fierce resist-
ance from Israel and its close
allly, the US

Trump rejected statehood
for Palestinians, adopting the
stance of Israch Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu,

"The rewards would be
" he said,

too great for Hama

repeating his call for the re-
tum of hostages taken by the
Palestinian group.

Trump said the US wants
a ceasefire-for-hostages deal
that would see the return of

all remaining hostages. alive
or dead.

Turning to Russia, Trump
warned he was ready to im=
pose tough economic meas-
ures over the war in Ukraine:

In his first UN address
singe regaining power in Jan-
uary, Trump said he wants
US allies to impose the same
measures on Russia he is pro-
posing to try to force Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
pull back from the biggest
war in Europe since World
War 11

The US president has
wamned about the poss
of sanctions on Russia
eral times but has yet to fol-

Tow through:

Lately he has demanded
Europe stop all Russian oil
purchases before he will take
agtion

"In the event that Russia
is not ready to make a deal to
end the war, then the United
States is fully prepared to
impose a very strong round
of powerful tariffs, which
would step the bloodshed, T
believe, very quickly,” he
said.

But for the measures to
be effective, he said, "Euro-
pean nations, all of you gath-

 ered here, would have to join

us in adopting the exact same
measures."—RT/Agency

Palestinian
President Presses
Hamas To
Surrender Arms

Sl
UNITED NATIONS: Pales-
tinian president Mahmud
Abbas called Monday for
Hamas to surrender its
weapons 1o his forces while
condemning the group’s
deadly attack on Israel in an
address o a UN summit on a
two-state solution

“Hamas will have no role
in governing (Gaza). Hamas
and other factions must sur-
render their weapons lo the
Palestinian Authority,” h
said via video link, h;mng
been denied a visa to attend
by the United States

“We also condemn the
killing and detention of civil-
ians, including Hamas ac-
tions on October 7, 2023

It is to be mentioned here
that Israel in its brutal assault
of Gaza has killed over
65,000 people, most of them
civilians

Abbas called for an im-
mediate ceasefire adding that

o

Gaza needs reliel. He also
demanded release of prison-
ers

Palestinian president also
lauded mediation efforts
made by Egypt and Qatar.

Six European nations —
France, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, Malta, Andorra and
Monaco added their
names 1o the list of the coun-
tries recognizing the State of
Palesting with their state-
ments at the UN on Monday.

The day before, the
United Kingdom and Canada
became the first G7 countries
to make such a recognition,
with Australia and Portugal
also follo uit. A major-
ll) of I:umpean countries
now recognize the State of
Palestine, following official
declarations in New York on
Monday by France, Belgium,
Luxembourg, Malta and oth-
ers, after nearly two years of
war in Gaza.—RT/Agency

Pakistan Eyes $750
Million Financing
Push Through

Panda

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
government has prepared a
plan to raise $750 million
through commercial financ-
ing and the issuance of Panda
Bonds ¢ tmst Finance Min-
istry soure

The rdmd funds are ex-
pected to be utilized for the
repayment of upcoming Eu-
robond maturities.

According to sources, the
financing will be arranged
through a consortium of
banks.

The government is con-
sidering mobilizing funds
through both Panda Bonds
and commercial loans to
meet external obligations.

Pakistan faces a $500
million Eurobond repayment
due on September 30, fol-
lowed by a $1 billion Eu-
robond ma[um\ «.hcdulcd
for April next y

Source: ddd»d that these
measures are part of the gov-

ernment’s broader strategy o

Bonds

ensure timely debt servicing
g external
financial stability
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb ear-
lier stated that the Pakistan
Panda Bond will be settled in

increase between $200 mil-
lion and $300 million.

The issuance is being
structured with support from
multifaceted development in-

stitutions, including  the
Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AlIB), which
may provide credit guaran-
tees.

The Pakistan Panda
Bond is a component of a
wider strategy to expand
funding sources and reduce
dependence on dollar bor-
rowing. It also aligns with
Pakistan’s aim to progress
its credit rating to single “B”
and deepen incorporation
with China’s capital mar-
kets —RT/Agency

ATC Rejects Imran's
Bid To Halt GHQ Attack

RAWALPINDI: An anti-ter-
rorism court (ATC) in
Rawalpindi on Tuesday re-
jected Pakistan Tehreck-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan's plea seeking the halt
of court proceedings in May
9 case involving attack on

General Headquarters
(GHQ).
ATC Judge Amjad Ali

Shah conducted the hearing
today over two petitions filed
by Khan, urging the court to
provide the OCTV footage of
the court proceedings on
September 19 and stopping
the proceedings till the high
court's order on the transfer
of the jasl trial

During the hearing, where
Khan was presented virtually
before the court via What-
sApp link, the PTI founder's
lawyer Faisal Malik con-
tended that they did not want
to become part of the case
proceedings sans consulta-
tion with the former prime
minister

To this, the court said:
"During the last hearing, you
consulted with the PTI
founder who [then] boy-
cotted the proceedings”

When advised by the
court to challenge the What-
sApp communication in the
high court, counsel Malik
said that they had already
done so

"[A] WhatsApp call can-
not be considered as [aten-
dance] via a video link," the

Trial

the court for more time to
challenge the court's previous
order.

"You can challenge it
[however] the court proceed-
ings cannot be stopped," the
court responded

Highlighting that the de-
fence lawyers boycotted the
previous hearing, prosecutor
Tkram Amin said that the
prosecution was not obli-
gated to answer any of their
queries.

"The defence lawyers
boycott court hearing and
then ask for more time the
next day. Their conduct
shows that they are not seri-
ous about the trial,” the pros-
ecutor said, adding that the
defence team was wasting
the court's time.

Responding to prosecu-
tor Zaheer Shah's argument
that questioning the court's
order amounted to contempt
of court, lawyer Malik said
that they were merely seek-

Tawyer said while requesting i

the suspect cannot lis-
ten to his lawyer and vice
versa, how is this a fair
trial,” the defence lawyer
contended.

On the defence team's re-
quest for the CCTV footage,
prosecutor Zaheer said that
as per the Lahore High
Court (LHC) directives, nei-
ther any footage nor a tran-
seript can be provided 1o
anyone.

At this, Khan's lawyer
Salman Akram Raja said
that the court does not oper-
ate on government instruc-
tions but works as per the
constitution

“Itis not possible to pres-
ent a person locked in a cell
on  WhatsApp,” Raja
stressed, to which the court
said that they have the right
to challenge the court order.

After hearing both side's
arguments, the court rejected
the petitions filed by the for-
mer PM.—RT/Agency

Trump Slams Palestine
Recognition As Dangerous
Reward To Hamas

WASHINGTON us
President Donald Trump
has strongly criticised the
recent decisions by several
Western  countries  to
recognise a Palestinian
state, calling the move a
“reward to Hamas,” ac-

cording to the White
House.
White House Press

Secretary Karoline Leavitt
told reporters on Monday
that President Trump
firmly opposed the recog-
nition, arguing that it nei-
ther contributes to resolv-
ing the conflict in Gaza
nor advances the cause of
peace in the region.

“He feels this does not
do anything to release the
hostages, which is the pri-
mary goal right now in
Gaza. It does nothing to
end this conflict and b
this war to a clo:
itt said, reflecting the ad-
ministration’s hardline po-
sition on the matter.

She added that the
president views such
recognition as premature
and counterproductive at a
time when Hamas remains
in control of Gaza.

“Frankly. he believes it’s a
reward to Hamas. He be-
lieves these decisions are
just more talk and not
enough action from some
of our friends and allies

THE WHITE HOUSE

Leavitt remarked.

The comments came in
response to announce-
ments by several Euro-
pean nations and other
‘Western allies that they
would formally recognise
Palestine as a state, citing
the need for a two-state
solution and long-term
peace. Supporters of the
argue that recogni-
an essential step to-
ward establ 2 equality
in negotiations and secur-
ing Palestinian rights

However, the Trump
administration insists that
recognition without secu-
rity guarantees for Israel
and without Hamas bei
disarmed undermi
forts to achieve a lasting
settlement. Trump has re-
peatedly emphasised that
the immediate priority
must be the safe release of
hostages held by Hamas

and the cessation of vio-
lence in Gaza

Political analysts note
that Trump’s comments
reflect longstanding US
policy, which traditionally
opposes unilateral recog-
niton ut Palestine outside

being interpreted as a mes-
sage to Washington’s Eu-
Topean partners, many of
whom are pushing for a
stronger diplomatic stance
on the issue.

While the debate over
recognition continues, the
White House has reaf-
firmed its commitment to
».uppumn;, Israel’s secu-
ity and working toward a
that ensures

cace for both Israelis and

Palestinians — but only
through direct negotia-
tions, not  unilateral
moves —RT/Agency
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PM Shehbaz Meets Kuwaiti
Crown Prince On UNGA
Sidelines For Key Talks

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif held a meeting with
Kuwaiti Crown  Prince
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah on the sidelines of the
&0th Annual Session of the
United Nations General As-
sembly.

PM Sharif conveyed his
best wishes to the Emir and
Crown Prince of Kuwait and
expressed satisfaction over
the historic friendship be-
tween the two countries

He thanked Kuwait for its
generous support during Pak-
istan’s devastating floods and
emphasized the importance
of expanding cooperation in
key sectors such as trade, in-
vestment, agriculture, health,
and manpower,

Highlighting the need for
closer engagement, Shehbaz

Sharif invited the Kuwaiti
Crown Prince to visit Pak-
istan later thi i
tation was rec
reflectin;

ate bilateral ties
The Kuwaiti  Crown
Prince praised Pakistan’s
diplomatic efforts and partic-
ularly acknowledged its con-
sistent support for the Pales-

tinian cause.
Both leaders also held a
wide-ranging discussion on

v, Middle East developments,

as well as regional and global
affairs,

They reaffirmed their
commitment to continue
working together at bilat-
eral and multilateral fo-
rums —RT/Agency

NATO Warns Russia To
Cease Provocative Airspace
Violations On Eastern Flank

BRUSSELS, Belgium
NATO on Tuesday warned
Russia to stop an “e -
tory” pattern of airspace vio-
lations along its eastern
flank, after the alliance held
urgent talks about a jet incur-
sion over Estonia last week

“Russia bears full respon-
sibility for these actions,
which are escalatory, risk
miscalculation and endﬁm.er
lives, They must stop,”
NATO’s 32 member states
said in a statement

“Russia should be in no
doubt: NATO and allies will
employ, in accordance with
international law, all neces-
sary military and non-mili-
tary tools to defend ourselves
and deter all threats from all
directions.”

It added that NATO
would “continue to respond
in the manner, timing, and
domain of our choosing™ and
that the alliance’s commit-
ment to its collective defence
pact remained “ironclad”

Estonia convened emer-
gency consultations under

Aticle 4 of NATO's found-
ing treaty after armed Rus
ian fighter jets violated
airspace for some 12 minutes
on Friday

That incident — which
saw NATO scramble jets —
came just over a week after
the alliance shot down Russ-
ian drones over Poland and
led Warsaw to demand simi-
lar talks

In response to the drone
raid in Poland, NATO an-
nounced it was bolstering its
eastern defences to help to
counter the threat from
Moscow.

Besides Poland and

Romania, other eastern
flank countries including
Romania, Lithuania,
Latvia and Finland have
seen recent violations of
their airspace

The spike in tensions
has spurred fears that the
Russia war in Ukraine
could be spilling across
NATO's border

In their statement the
NATO countries vowed
that “allies will not be de-
terred by these and other
rresponsible acts by Rus-
sia from their enduring
commitments to support
Ukraine”.

Asia Cup 2025: Pakistan
Sink Sri Lanka To Keep
Final Dream Alive

Pakistan grabbed a five-
wicket victory over Sri
Lanka on Tuesday in the cru-
cial Super Fours match to
keep hopes alive for advanc-
ing to the Asia Cup 2025
final.

Chasing a modest 134-
run target on a challenging
surface and testing condi-
tions here, the Green Shirts
eventually knocked the win-
ning runs for the loss of five
wickets and 12 balls to spare,

Pakistan got off to a de-
cent start to the pursuit as
their opening pair of
Sahibzada Farhan and Fakhar
Zamar ded 45 runs inside
the batting powerplay before
both fell victim to Maheesh
Theekshana in the sixth over.

Farhan scored 24 off 15
deliveries with the help of
two sixes and a four, while
Fakhar made a 19-ball 17

Wanindu Hasaranga fur-
ther added to Pakistan’s woes
Jismissing Saim Ayub and
caplam Salman Ali Agha in
consecutive overs, bringing
the total down to 57/4 in 8.1
avers,

Wicketkeeper batter Mo-
hammad Haris and Hussain
Talat briefly stabilised the
run chase with their 23-run
parmership for the fifth
wicket, but Dushmantha
Chameera cleaned up the for-
mer in the 12th over to dent
their recovery.

With the scoreboard read-
m 11.1 overs and a
required off 53 de-
. Mohammad Nawaz
Jjoined Talat, and the duo bat-

ted sensibly under pressure to
steer their side over the line
unbeaten.
Mohammad Nawaz top-
scored for Pakistan with an
unbeaten 38 off 24 deliveries,
studded with three sixes and
as many fours, while Talat
made 32 not out from 30
balls, comprising four fours
For Sri Lanka, Th
shana and Hasaranga bagged
two wickets each, while
Chameera could claim one
Put into bat first, the de-
fending ghdmplun\ mandgul
to accumulate 133/8 in th
allotted 20 overs despite Ka-
mindu Mendis’s half-century
i Ls got off to a
shaky start to their innings as
Shaheen Shah Afridi dis-
missed bath oper Kusal
fendis (zero) and Pathum
Nissanka (eight) — in his first
two ov
The 2022 champions,
however, were in a comfort-

able position by the end of is

the batting powerplay as they
had piled up 53 runs despite
losing another wicket

But Pakistan captain
Salman Ali Agha’s decision

to bring Hussain Talat in

pushed Sri Lanka to the back

foot as the all-rounder struck

twice in his first over, bring-
g the total down to 58/5 in
3 overs.

Following the slump, star
all-rounder Wanindu
Hasaranga (15) joined Ka-
mindu in the middle for a
cautious 22-run parmership
until getting cleaned up by
Abrar Ahmed in the 13th
over.

Kamindu, on the other
hand, stood his ground firm
and went on to score a fight-
ing half-century Sri
Lanka He was sed by
Shaheen in the penultimal
over, soon after he amassed
the milestone.

The left-handed batter
top-scored for Sri Lanka with
avaliant 50 off 44 deliveries,
smashing three fours and two

s.Shaheen the

for just 28 runs in his luur
overs, followed by Haris
Rauf and Talat with two
cach, while Abrar chipped
in with one—RT/Agency

At UNGA, Trump Demands Immediate
Halt To Gaza War

NEW YORK: United States
President Donald Trump on
Tuesday called for an imme-
diate end to the ongoing war
in Gaza

Addressing the 80th
United Nations General As-
sembly at UN headquarters
in New York City, the US
president said: "We have to
stop the war in Gaza immedi-
ately. We have to immedi-
ately negotiate peace.”

Dozens of world leaders
gathered at the United Na-
tions to embrace a Palestinian
a landmark diplomatic
shift that faces fierce resist-
ance from Israel and its close
allly, the US

Trump rejected statehood
for Palestinians, adopting the
stance of Israch Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu,

"The rewards would be
" he said,

too great for Hama

repeating his call for the re-
tum of hostages taken by the
Palestinian group.

Trump said the US wants
a ceasefire-for-hostages deal
that would see the return of

all remaining hostages. alive
or dead.

Turning to Russia, Trump
warned he was ready to im=
pose tough economic meas-
ures over the war in Ukraine:

In his first UN address
singe regaining power in Jan-
uary, Trump said he wants
US allies to impose the same
measures on Russia he is pro-
posing to try to force Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
pull back from the biggest
war in Europe since World
War 11

The US president has
wamned about the poss
of sanctions on Russia
eral times but has yet to fol-

Tow through:

Lately he has demanded
Europe stop all Russian oil
purchases before he will take
agtion

"In the event that Russia
is not ready to make a deal to
end the war, then the United
States is fully prepared to
impose a very strong round
of powerful tariffs, which
would step the bloodshed, T
believe, very quickly,” he
said.

But for the measures to
be effective, he said, "Euro-
pean nations, all of you gath-

 ered here, would have to join

us in adopting the exact same
measures."—RT/Agency

Palestinian
President Presses
Hamas To
Surrender Arms

Sl
UNITED NATIONS: Pales-
tinian president Mahmud
Abbas called Monday for
Hamas to surrender its
weapons 1o his forces while
condemning the group’s
deadly attack on Israel in an
address o a UN summit on a
two-state solution

“Hamas will have no role
in governing (Gaza). Hamas
and other factions must sur-
render their weapons lo the
Palestinian Authority,” h
said via video link, h;mng
been denied a visa to attend
by the United States

“We also condemn the
killing and detention of civil-
ians, including Hamas ac-
tions on October 7, 2023

It is to be mentioned here
that Israel in its brutal assault
of Gaza has killed over
65,000 people, most of them
civilians

Abbas called for an im-
mediate ceasefire adding that

o

Gaza needs reliel. He also
demanded release of prison-
ers

Palestinian president also
lauded mediation efforts
made by Egypt and Qatar.

Six European nations —
France, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, Malta, Andorra and
Monaco added their
names 1o the list of the coun-
tries recognizing the State of
Palesting with their state-
ments at the UN on Monday.

The day before, the
United Kingdom and Canada
became the first G7 countries
to make such a recognition,
with Australia and Portugal
also follo uit. A major-
ll) of I:umpean countries
now recognize the State of
Palestine, following official
declarations in New York on
Monday by France, Belgium,
Luxembourg, Malta and oth-
ers, after nearly two years of
war in Gaza.—RT/Agency

Pakistan Eyes $750
Million Financing
Push Through

Panda

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
government has prepared a
plan to raise $750 million
through commercial financ-
ing and the issuance of Panda
Bonds ¢ tmst Finance Min-
istry soure

The rdmd funds are ex-
pected to be utilized for the
repayment of upcoming Eu-
robond maturities.

According to sources, the
financing will be arranged
through a consortium of
banks.

The government is con-
sidering mobilizing funds
through both Panda Bonds
and commercial loans to
meet external obligations.

Pakistan faces a $500
million Eurobond repayment
due on September 30, fol-
lowed by a $1 billion Eu-
robond ma[um\ «.hcdulcd
for April next y

Source: ddd»d that these
measures are part of the gov-

ernment’s broader strategy o

Bonds

ensure timely debt servicing
g external
financial stability
Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb ear-
lier stated that the Pakistan
Panda Bond will be settled in

increase between $200 mil-
lion and $300 million.

The issuance is being
structured with support from
multifaceted development in-

stitutions, including  the
Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank (AlIB), which
may provide credit guaran-
tees.

The Pakistan Panda
Bond is a component of a
wider strategy to expand
funding sources and reduce
dependence on dollar bor-
rowing. It also aligns with
Pakistan’s aim to progress
its credit rating to single “B”
and deepen incorporation
with China’s capital mar-
kets —RT/Agency

ATC Rejects Imran's
Bid To Halt GHQ Attack

RAWALPINDI: An anti-ter-
rorism court (ATC) in
Rawalpindi on Tuesday re-
jected Pakistan Tehreck-e-
Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan's plea seeking the halt
of court proceedings in May
9 case involving attack on

General Headquarters
(GHQ).
ATC Judge Amjad Ali

Shah conducted the hearing
today over two petitions filed
by Khan, urging the court to
provide the OCTV footage of
the court proceedings on
September 19 and stopping
the proceedings till the high
court's order on the transfer
of the jasl trial

During the hearing, where
Khan was presented virtually
before the court via What-
sApp link, the PTI founder's
lawyer Faisal Malik con-
tended that they did not want
to become part of the case
proceedings sans consulta-
tion with the former prime
minister

To this, the court said:
"During the last hearing, you
consulted with the PTI
founder who [then] boy-
cotted the proceedings”

When advised by the
court to challenge the What-
sApp communication in the
high court, counsel Malik
said that they had already
done so

"[A] WhatsApp call can-
not be considered as [aten-
dance] via a video link," the

Trial

the court for more time to
challenge the court's previous
order.

"You can challenge it
[however] the court proceed-
ings cannot be stopped," the
court responded

Highlighting that the de-
fence lawyers boycotted the
previous hearing, prosecutor
Tkram Amin said that the
prosecution was not obli-
gated to answer any of their
queries.

"The defence lawyers
boycott court hearing and
then ask for more time the
next day. Their conduct
shows that they are not seri-
ous about the trial,” the pros-
ecutor said, adding that the
defence team was wasting
the court's time.

Responding to prosecu-
tor Zaheer Shah's argument
that questioning the court's
order amounted to contempt
of court, lawyer Malik said
that they were merely seek-

Tawyer said while requesting i

the suspect cannot lis-
ten to his lawyer and vice
versa, how is this a fair
trial,” the defence lawyer
contended.

On the defence team's re-
quest for the CCTV footage,
prosecutor Zaheer said that
as per the Lahore High
Court (LHC) directives, nei-
ther any footage nor a tran-
seript can be provided 1o
anyone.

At this, Khan's lawyer
Salman Akram Raja said
that the court does not oper-
ate on government instruc-
tions but works as per the
constitution

“Itis not possible to pres-
ent a person locked in a cell
on  WhatsApp,” Raja
stressed, to which the court
said that they have the right
to challenge the court order.

After hearing both side's
arguments, the court rejected
the petitions filed by the for-
mer PM.—RT/Agency

Trump Slams Palestine
Recognition As Dangerous
Reward To Hamas

WASHINGTON us
President Donald Trump
has strongly criticised the
recent decisions by several
Western  countries  to
recognise a Palestinian
state, calling the move a
“reward to Hamas,” ac-

cording to the White
House.
White House Press

Secretary Karoline Leavitt
told reporters on Monday
that President Trump
firmly opposed the recog-
nition, arguing that it nei-
ther contributes to resolv-
ing the conflict in Gaza
nor advances the cause of
peace in the region.

“He feels this does not
do anything to release the
hostages, which is the pri-
mary goal right now in
Gaza. It does nothing to
end this conflict and b
this war to a clo:
itt said, reflecting the ad-
ministration’s hardline po-
sition on the matter.

She added that the
president views such
recognition as premature
and counterproductive at a
time when Hamas remains
in control of Gaza.

“Frankly. he believes it’s a
reward to Hamas. He be-
lieves these decisions are
just more talk and not
enough action from some
of our friends and allies

THE WHITE HOUSE

Leavitt remarked.

The comments came in
response to announce-
ments by several Euro-
pean nations and other
‘Western allies that they
would formally recognise
Palestine as a state, citing
the need for a two-state
solution and long-term
peace. Supporters of the
argue that recogni-
an essential step to-
ward establ 2 equality
in negotiations and secur-
ing Palestinian rights

However, the Trump
administration insists that
recognition without secu-
rity guarantees for Israel
and without Hamas bei
disarmed undermi
forts to achieve a lasting
settlement. Trump has re-
peatedly emphasised that
the immediate priority
must be the safe release of
hostages held by Hamas

and the cessation of vio-
lence in Gaza

Political analysts note
that Trump’s comments
reflect longstanding US
policy, which traditionally
opposes unilateral recog-
niton ut Palestine outside

being interpreted as a mes-
sage to Washington’s Eu-
Topean partners, many of
whom are pushing for a
stronger diplomatic stance
on the issue.

While the debate over
recognition continues, the
White House has reaf-
firmed its commitment to
».uppumn;, Israel’s secu-
ity and working toward a
that ensures

cace for both Israelis and

Palestinians — but only
through direct negotia-
tions, not  unilateral
moves —RT/Agency
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MNA Shazia Atta
Marri doubles down on PPP’s pledge to

Smdh and democracy

By Imtiaz Ali Laskani

NAUABAD: PPP Central In-
formation Secretary and MNA
Shazia Atta Marri addressed a
large public gathering during a
tea party in Village Bakhshan
Khan Kalloi, organized by
party leader Raees Gulzar

Kaloi. She stated that PPP' |

under the ideology of Shaheed
Bhutto and urged opponents in

Sanghar district to wait for the  River and assured that PPP's members warmly welcomed

next elections. Emphasizing
PPP’s dedication to democ-
racy, she vowed to oppose any
dam construction on the Indus

popular leader, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, would be made the
next Prime Minister. Hun-
dreds of Kaloi community

joined the event, celebrating

her with slogans and flowers.
Several local PPP leaders

Sindh’s culture and unity.

MPA Barrister Pir Mujeeb-ul-Haq consoles
local leaders During Sita Road visit

By Zain-ul-Abideen Samo

SITA ROAD: Barrister Pir
Majeeb-ul-Haq, newly ap-
pointed President of PPP
Dadu and MPA, arrived in
Sita Road to offer condo-
lences to several prominent
families. He was warmly
welcomed at Rahuja Stop by
Town Committee Vice Chair-

man Ghulam Mustafa Chan-
dio, who presented him with
traditional  Sindhi  Ajrak,
Tungi, and cap. The reception
procession reached MNA
House, where Pir Majeeb
met PPP leaders including
MNA Irfan Zafar Laghan
and expressed grief over thei
relative’s passing. H.
visited the homes of senior

journalists and local families

to offer prayers and condo-
lences. Speaking to media at
Yousif Bazaar Tower, Pir
Majeeb highlighted develop-
ment projects in Sita Road
and assured that a new city
committee will be formed
so00n under the guidance of
PPP  Chairman  Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari

Anger boils in Kandiaro as Sindh Employees
Alliance protests ignored demands

By Osama Ayaz Abbasi

KANDIARO: Following a
call by the Sindh Employ-
ees Alliance, emplovees
from various departments
in Kandiaro staged protest

sit-ins at multiple schools f

including Yaqub Gopang,
Anwar Mustafa, and Shah-
baz Colony schools. Led
by PTA leaders Aziz Ab-
basi, Zulfiqar Chandar,

Wahid Abbasi, and others,
the protests highlighted

# to case the employ

employees’ growing un-
rest over unfulfilled de-
mands. The leaders urged

{ the authorities to recog-

nize and address the legit-
imate demands of the
Sindh Employees »\]Ildnct

grievances,  otherwis
they warned that the
protest movement would
continue until their issues
are resolved

Couple married by
choice takes to streets over deadly
threats from ex-husband

By Javed Samejo

HYDERABAD: In Husri, a
couple who married by choice
held a protest against death
threats allegedly made by the
woman’s ex-husband and his
associate. Speaking to medha,
Benazir Mirbahar and Waseem
Noonani stated that they legally
married i court with mutual
consent, Benazir revealed that
she was previously married to
Yousuf Khaskheli, who sub-
jected her to domestic abuse and
later abandoned her for a second

After months of hard-
ship, she married Waseem
MNoonan, Sinee then, her ex-hus-
band Yousuf Khaskheli and his

friend Asif Chandio have al-
legedly been threatening to kill

them, The couple has appealed
10 the SSP Hyderabad, DIG Hy-
derabad, and other law enforce-
ment agencies for protection
and legal action against those is-
suing threats,

Badin police unleash massive district-wide
search and combing operation

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: On the directives of

SSP Badin Qamar Raza
Jiskani, a comprehensive
search and combing operation,
along with a general hold-up,
was conducted across the dis-
trict to ensure law and order.

Under the supervision of

SDPOs, SHOs, and police post

in-charges, operations were car-
ried out in various areas with
the involvement of a heavy po-
lice force, including search de-
vice operators and female offi-
cers. The operation focused on
hotels, inns, bus terminals, and
all entry and exit points of cities
across Badin. Vehicles were
thoroughly checked under the
supervision of  concerned

SDPOs and SHOs using the Ta-
laash App device, and several
individuals and vehicles were
werified, with suspicious per-
sons taken w police stations for
further investigation. The ongo-
ing patrolling o and search efforts
amnoﬁateauard public lifz and
property and to take strict legal
action  against criminal
elements.

Jacobabad employees
rise up in protest for pensions and

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: Employees in
Jacobabad, following the call
of Sindh Employees Alliance,
held a protest by locking
schools, colleges, and various

better benefits

offices. They staged a sit-in
outside the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office. Leaders in-
cluding GSTA district presi-
dent Naseebullah Khoso and
others condemned the govem-
ment’s unfavorable policies

toward employees. They de-
manded the restoration of
DRA, group insurance, and
other benefits, along with the
repeal of the pension deduc-
tion law, warning of intensi-
fied protests otherwise.

Hyderabad workers
exploited despite Rs 40,000
minimum wage law

By Javed Samejo

HYDERABAD: Despite the
Sindh government’s fixed
minimum wage of Rs
40,000, workers in various
factories of Hyderabad con-
tinue to suffer exploitation
Factory owners, allegedly in

collusion with some labor
department officials, pay
poor  workers only  Rs
15,000 to Rs 20,000 per
month. Due to these low
wages, workers are strug-
gling to meet their basic
needs amid rising inflation.
The labor department has

taken no action against the
owners, worsening the work-
ers’ plight. The workers de-
mand immediate intervention
from the government and au-
thorities to enforce the mini-
mum wage law, warning that
they may launch protests if
their demands are 1gnored

Province-wide strike by Sindh
Employees Alliance cripples public
services and stalls by-elections

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: A mas-
sive strike by the Sindh
Employees  Alliance
(SEA) has crippled gov-
ernment offices,

schools, and hoapnalb
across Sindh, including
major cities like Hyder-

abad,  Sukkur, and
Larkana. The protest op-
poses recent provincial
government policies on
pensions, group insur-
ance, and allowance
cuts. which employees
label a "black law." The
strike also boycotts the
local body by-elections

scheduled for Septem-
ber 24, creating serious
challenges for election
security and staffing.
SEA leaders warn the
protest will escalate if
demands for policy re-
versal and employee
rights restoration are not
met

Talhar police net four
notorious criminals in
major crackdown

By Jibran Talpur

BADIN: Ppolice arrested
four accused  Subhan
Junejo, Imtiaz Ali, Ghulam
Ali, and Sajjad Gopang near
Morjher branch. claiming
they were standing with in-
tent to commit crime and
seized illegal weapons from

them. The accused have
prior criminal records. SHO
Talhar, Alaudin assured
journalists that stolen prop-
enty. including a photo ric!
shaw and a mobile phone,
would soon be recovered
Police have intensified snap
checks to curb crime and
protect citizens,

Hope arrives in
Kohistan as students
in remote village
recelve notebooks

By Shoukat Khaskh

THANA BULA KHAN
In the underprivileged Ko-
histan region of Sindh,
students of Government
Primary Boys School
Ramzan Khaskheli, lo-
cated in Union Council
Dhamach of Taluka Thana
Bula Khan, are continuing
their education in
makeshift straw hut due to
the lack of a proper school
building. In a gesture to
encourage learning, edu-

)

cation-friendly brothers
Khawaja Amjad Karecemi
and Ahmad Kareemi dis-
tributed notebooks 1o the
students, On the occasion,
Headmaster Lal Bux
Hamalani expressed grati-
tude, saying that such sup-
port brings hope to chil-
dren in these remole areas
Local parents also appre-
ciated the initiative, prais-
ing the Kareemi brothers
for their meaningful con-
tribution to the students’
education,

Human trafficking,
forced labor and
disinformation spotlighted
in awareness seminar

[ ]

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: An aware-
ness seminar on human
trafficking, forced labor
laws, misinformation,
and fake news was held
at Sami Foundation’s of-
fice by Sami Founda-
tion in collaboration
with the Social Welfare
and Information De-

partments, Umerkot.
Experts including sen-
ior journalist Allah Bux
Arisar, government of-
ficials, and social lead-
ers emphasized the
need for public aware-
ness and fact-based jour-
nalism to combat these
societal issues. Certifi-
cates were awarded to
participants.

Thatta grinds to a halt as All-Sindh
Employees Alliance paralyzes government

services w1th provmce-wnde strike

By Mohammad Khan Memon

THATTA Government
services across Thatta dis-
trict were brought to a
standstill as employees par-
ticipated in a province-wide
strike organized by the All-
Sindh Employees Alliance.
Educational institutions,
hospitals, and government
offices remained closed, se-
verely affecting public
service delivery. The Civil
Hospital’'s OPD was shut
and scheduled surgeries
postponed. Leaders, includ-

ing Ahmed Nawaz Pﬂthﬁl'l
and Ghulam Nabi Khushk,
led a protest rally demand-
ing fulfillment of employ-
ees’ rights, including pen-
sion reforms and salary
increases. They warned the

government to address de-
mands promptly or face a
historic sit-in at Bilawal
House on October 6. The
strike underscores growing
tensions over employee
benefits.

PPP Jacobabad president feted at tea
party hosted by Taj Welfare Association

By Muhammad Ali Surhio

JACOBABAD: The Taj Wel-
fare Association hosted a spe-
cial tea party in honor of Pak-
istan Peoples Party (PPP)
District President Mir Liaquat
Ali Khan Lashari. The event,

organized by Chairman
Ahmed Nawaz Rind, was at-
tended by prominent figures
including Haji Wazir Khan
Lashari, Shahid Ali Lashari,
and representatives of youth
and welfare organizations
like Zain-ul-Abideen Katbar
and Muhammad Hanif Pan-

s were presented
onal Ajraks, a
symbol of Sindhi culture. In
ch, Mir Llaqum
the A
work for the underprivi

and its ongoing tree planta-

tion drive. He also announced
PPP’s full support for an up-
coming medical camp. Partic-
ipants reaffirmed their trust in
the PPP leadership and
pledged continued social and
political collaboration.

Ahmedpur council
seat by-election preparations finalized
by admlmstratlon

PIR JO GOTH: The adminis-
tration has completed all
preparations for the by-elec-
tion scheduled on September
24 for the vacant councilor
seat in Ward No-1 of Ahmed-
pur Town Committee. A tough
contest is expected between
Pakistan Peoples Party’s can-
didate Mumiaz Ali Shaikh and
Grand Democratic Alliance’s
candidate Pir Muhammad
Sandilo. Following instruc-
tions from SSP Khairpur, se-
curity arrangements have been

tightened at the Government
Higher Secondary School
Ahmedpur (male polling sta-
tion) and the village Jumo
Khoso (female polling sta-
tion). SHO Ahmedpur, Ghu-

lam Abbas Gopang, stated that
officials have been appointed
at both polling stations to en-
sure peace and prevent any
untoward incidents during the
Ty-election in Ward No-1

Six killed in Digri dumper-rickshaw
horror crash as driver arrsted

By Farooq Randhawa

DIGRI: A tragic collision

between a dumper and a [

rickshaw near Digri has
claimed six lives, as another
injured passenger, Shrimati
Geni, succumbed to her in-
juries at a hospital in Hyder-
abad. The accident occurred
five days ago when a
dumper, allegedly driven
recklessly by Muhammad
Nazir Pathan with owner In-
ayatullah Pathan onboard,
collided head-on with a rick-

shaw carrying seven mem-
bers of the Kolhi family.
Hemir Kelhi, his two sons
Vikram and Vinesh, and rel-
atives Ratni and Soni Kolhi

died on the spot. A case has
been filed at Digri Police
Station, the driver has been
arrested, and investigations
are ongoing

Urs of Sufi saint Syed Jamal
Shah Rizvi celebrated with devotion in
Kot Ghulam Muhammad

By Zohaib Ali Baloch

KOT GHULAM MUHAM-
MAD: On the occasion of the
annual Urs of Sufi saint Syed
Jamal Shah Rizvi on Digri

oad, a Chadar cer-

SHC halts administrator’s
controversial
appointment for Sindh
University
Housing Society

y GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: The
Sindh High Court has
suspended a controver-
sial notification ap-
pointing an administra-
tor  for the Sindh
University Cooperative
Hous Society. fol-
lowing a petition filed
by Munawar Ali Narejo.
A divisional bench
comprising Justice
Abdul Mubeen Lakho
and Justice Arbab Ali
Hakro ruled that the ap-

s 0%

pointment of Inspector

Muhammad Hanif Oth-
elo was illegal, as it by-
passed the lawfully
elected committee, The
court noted no formal
complaint or inquiry
had justified the admin-
istrator’s appointment
or the sealing of the so-
ciety’s office. Notices
have been issued to top
Sindh officials for re-
sponses by October 13,
reaffirming the judi-
ciary’s stance on trans-
parency and legality in
managing coope
societies,

R

emony was held. Haji Muham-
mad Rafiq Bhurgari, PPP's
local president, attended as the
chief guest. The Urs festivities
included wrestling matches
featuring famous Sindhi
wrestlers showcasing their
strength, musical gatherings by

Sufi singers, and various attrac-
tions such as an Iranian circus,

and swings for children. No-
table attendees included Sardar

‘Ghulam Mustafa Sehto, Agha
Shah Rizvi, renowned poet
Bakhsh Ali Jat, senior journal-
ist Qari Nisar Ahmed Arain,
and Pratab Malhi.

New prison and correctional facility
notified for Thatta district

By Khuda Brol

THATTA: The Sindh govern-
ment has issued an official
notification for the newly
constructed District Prison

and Correctional Facility in
Thatta, completed on August
27. Initially slated for inau-
guration on September 1, the
ceremony was postponed due
to heavy rains and flood

risks. Provincial Minister
Haji Ali Hassan Zardari con-
firmed that the jail, with a ca-
pacity for 250 inmates, will
open soon to support Sindh's
correctional infrastructure

Pension cuts and legal reforms
ignite fiery protest in Qazi Ahmed by

government employees

By Sajid Ali Unar

QAZI AHMED: On the call
» Sindh Employees Al-
government employ-

ees in Qazi Ahmed staged a
strong protest against recent
amendments in the pension
law; cuts in pensions, dispar-
ity allowance, and group in-

remained shut as employees,
led by leaders Shahzad Ali
\1.1har, Jam Zahid Unar, and

othus locked the Town
Committee  office  and
marched to the press club
wearing black armbands. Pro-
testers called the new pension

law unjust and vowed not to
accept it. They wamed that if

the decision is not m\'mwd a

lawal House in Karachi
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MNA Shazia Atta
Marri doubles down on PPP’s pledge to

Smdh and democracy

By Imtiaz Ali Laskani

NAUABAD: PPP Central In-
formation Secretary and MNA
Shazia Atta Marri addressed a
large public gathering during a
tea party in Village Bakhshan
Khan Kalloi, organized by
party leader Raees Gulzar

Kaloi. She stated that PPP' |

under the ideology of Shaheed
Bhutto and urged opponents in

Sanghar district to wait for the  River and assured that PPP's members warmly welcomed

next elections. Emphasizing
PPP’s dedication to democ-
racy, she vowed to oppose any
dam construction on the Indus

popular leader, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, would be made the
next Prime Minister. Hun-
dreds of Kaloi community

joined the event, celebrating

her with slogans and flowers.
Several local PPP leaders

Sindh’s culture and unity.

MPA Barrister Pir Mujeeb-ul-Haq consoles
local leaders During Sita Road visit

By Zain-ul-Abideen Samo

SITA ROAD: Barrister Pir
Majeeb-ul-Haq, newly ap-
pointed President of PPP
Dadu and MPA, arrived in
Sita Road to offer condo-
lences to several prominent
families. He was warmly
welcomed at Rahuja Stop by
Town Committee Vice Chair-

man Ghulam Mustafa Chan-
dio, who presented him with
traditional  Sindhi  Ajrak,
Tungi, and cap. The reception
procession reached MNA
House, where Pir Majeeb
met PPP leaders including
MNA Irfan Zafar Laghan
and expressed grief over thei
relative’s passing. H.
visited the homes of senior

journalists and local families

to offer prayers and condo-
lences. Speaking to media at
Yousif Bazaar Tower, Pir
Majeeb highlighted develop-
ment projects in Sita Road
and assured that a new city
committee will be formed
so00n under the guidance of
PPP  Chairman  Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari

Anger boils in Kandiaro as Sindh Employees
Alliance protests ignored demands

By Osama Ayaz Abbasi

KANDIARO: Following a
call by the Sindh Employ-
ees Alliance, emplovees
from various departments
in Kandiaro staged protest

sit-ins at multiple schools f

including Yaqub Gopang,
Anwar Mustafa, and Shah-
baz Colony schools. Led
by PTA leaders Aziz Ab-
basi, Zulfiqar Chandar,

Wahid Abbasi, and others,
the protests highlighted

# to case the employ

employees’ growing un-
rest over unfulfilled de-
mands. The leaders urged

{ the authorities to recog-

nize and address the legit-
imate demands of the
Sindh Employees »\]Ildnct

grievances,  otherwis
they warned that the
protest movement would
continue until their issues
are resolved

Couple married by
choice takes to streets over deadly
threats from ex-husband

By Javed Samejo

HYDERABAD: In Husri, a
couple who married by choice
held a protest against death
threats allegedly made by the
woman’s ex-husband and his
associate. Speaking to medha,
Benazir Mirbahar and Waseem
Noonani stated that they legally
married i court with mutual
consent, Benazir revealed that
she was previously married to
Yousuf Khaskheli, who sub-
jected her to domestic abuse and
later abandoned her for a second

After months of hard-
ship, she married Waseem
MNoonan, Sinee then, her ex-hus-
band Yousuf Khaskheli and his

friend Asif Chandio have al-
legedly been threatening to kill

them, The couple has appealed
10 the SSP Hyderabad, DIG Hy-
derabad, and other law enforce-
ment agencies for protection
and legal action against those is-
suing threats,

Badin police unleash massive district-wide
search and combing operation

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: On the directives of

SSP Badin Qamar Raza
Jiskani, a comprehensive
search and combing operation,
along with a general hold-up,
was conducted across the dis-
trict to ensure law and order.

Under the supervision of

SDPOs, SHOs, and police post

in-charges, operations were car-
ried out in various areas with
the involvement of a heavy po-
lice force, including search de-
vice operators and female offi-
cers. The operation focused on
hotels, inns, bus terminals, and
all entry and exit points of cities
across Badin. Vehicles were
thoroughly checked under the
supervision of  concerned

SDPOs and SHOs using the Ta-
laash App device, and several
individuals and vehicles were
werified, with suspicious per-
sons taken w police stations for
further investigation. The ongo-
ing patrolling o and search efforts
amnoﬁateauard public lifz and
property and to take strict legal
action  against criminal
elements.

Jacobabad employees
rise up in protest for pensions and

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: Employees in
Jacobabad, following the call
of Sindh Employees Alliance,
held a protest by locking
schools, colleges, and various

better benefits

offices. They staged a sit-in
outside the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s office. Leaders in-
cluding GSTA district presi-
dent Naseebullah Khoso and
others condemned the govem-
ment’s unfavorable policies

toward employees. They de-
manded the restoration of
DRA, group insurance, and
other benefits, along with the
repeal of the pension deduc-
tion law, warning of intensi-
fied protests otherwise.

Hyderabad workers
exploited despite Rs 40,000
minimum wage law

By Javed Samejo

HYDERABAD: Despite the
Sindh government’s fixed
minimum wage of Rs
40,000, workers in various
factories of Hyderabad con-
tinue to suffer exploitation
Factory owners, allegedly in

collusion with some labor
department officials, pay
poor  workers only  Rs
15,000 to Rs 20,000 per
month. Due to these low
wages, workers are strug-
gling to meet their basic
needs amid rising inflation.
The labor department has

taken no action against the
owners, worsening the work-
ers’ plight. The workers de-
mand immediate intervention
from the government and au-
thorities to enforce the mini-
mum wage law, warning that
they may launch protests if
their demands are 1gnored

Province-wide strike by Sindh
Employees Alliance cripples public
services and stalls by-elections

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: A mas-
sive strike by the Sindh
Employees  Alliance
(SEA) has crippled gov-
ernment offices,

schools, and hoapnalb
across Sindh, including
major cities like Hyder-

abad,  Sukkur, and
Larkana. The protest op-
poses recent provincial
government policies on
pensions, group insur-
ance, and allowance
cuts. which employees
label a "black law." The
strike also boycotts the
local body by-elections

scheduled for Septem-
ber 24, creating serious
challenges for election
security and staffing.
SEA leaders warn the
protest will escalate if
demands for policy re-
versal and employee
rights restoration are not
met

Talhar police net four
notorious criminals in
major crackdown

By Jibran Talpur

BADIN: Ppolice arrested
four accused  Subhan
Junejo, Imtiaz Ali, Ghulam
Ali, and Sajjad Gopang near
Morjher branch. claiming
they were standing with in-
tent to commit crime and
seized illegal weapons from

them. The accused have
prior criminal records. SHO
Talhar, Alaudin assured
journalists that stolen prop-
enty. including a photo ric!
shaw and a mobile phone,
would soon be recovered
Police have intensified snap
checks to curb crime and
protect citizens,

Hope arrives in
Kohistan as students
in remote village
recelve notebooks

By Shoukat Khaskh

THANA BULA KHAN
In the underprivileged Ko-
histan region of Sindh,
students of Government
Primary Boys School
Ramzan Khaskheli, lo-
cated in Union Council
Dhamach of Taluka Thana
Bula Khan, are continuing
their education in
makeshift straw hut due to
the lack of a proper school
building. In a gesture to
encourage learning, edu-

)

cation-friendly brothers
Khawaja Amjad Karecemi
and Ahmad Kareemi dis-
tributed notebooks 1o the
students, On the occasion,
Headmaster Lal Bux
Hamalani expressed grati-
tude, saying that such sup-
port brings hope to chil-
dren in these remole areas
Local parents also appre-
ciated the initiative, prais-
ing the Kareemi brothers
for their meaningful con-
tribution to the students’
education,

Human trafficking,
forced labor and
disinformation spotlighted
in awareness seminar

[ ]

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: An aware-
ness seminar on human
trafficking, forced labor
laws, misinformation,
and fake news was held
at Sami Foundation’s of-
fice by Sami Founda-
tion in collaboration
with the Social Welfare
and Information De-

partments, Umerkot.
Experts including sen-
ior journalist Allah Bux
Arisar, government of-
ficials, and social lead-
ers emphasized the
need for public aware-
ness and fact-based jour-
nalism to combat these
societal issues. Certifi-
cates were awarded to
participants.

Thatta grinds to a halt as All-Sindh
Employees Alliance paralyzes government

services w1th provmce-wnde strike

By Mohammad Khan Memon

THATTA Government
services across Thatta dis-
trict were brought to a
standstill as employees par-
ticipated in a province-wide
strike organized by the All-
Sindh Employees Alliance.
Educational institutions,
hospitals, and government
offices remained closed, se-
verely affecting public
service delivery. The Civil
Hospital’'s OPD was shut
and scheduled surgeries
postponed. Leaders, includ-

ing Ahmed Nawaz Pﬂthﬁl'l
and Ghulam Nabi Khushk,
led a protest rally demand-
ing fulfillment of employ-
ees’ rights, including pen-
sion reforms and salary
increases. They warned the

government to address de-
mands promptly or face a
historic sit-in at Bilawal
House on October 6. The
strike underscores growing
tensions over employee
benefits.

PPP Jacobabad president feted at tea
party hosted by Taj Welfare Association

By Muhammad Ali Surhio

JACOBABAD: The Taj Wel-
fare Association hosted a spe-
cial tea party in honor of Pak-
istan Peoples Party (PPP)
District President Mir Liaquat
Ali Khan Lashari. The event,

organized by Chairman
Ahmed Nawaz Rind, was at-
tended by prominent figures
including Haji Wazir Khan
Lashari, Shahid Ali Lashari,
and representatives of youth
and welfare organizations
like Zain-ul-Abideen Katbar
and Muhammad Hanif Pan-

s were presented
onal Ajraks, a
symbol of Sindhi culture. In
ch, Mir Llaqum
the A
work for the underprivi

and its ongoing tree planta-

tion drive. He also announced
PPP’s full support for an up-
coming medical camp. Partic-
ipants reaffirmed their trust in
the PPP leadership and
pledged continued social and
political collaboration.

Ahmedpur council
seat by-election preparations finalized
by admlmstratlon

PIR JO GOTH: The adminis-
tration has completed all
preparations for the by-elec-
tion scheduled on September
24 for the vacant councilor
seat in Ward No-1 of Ahmed-
pur Town Committee. A tough
contest is expected between
Pakistan Peoples Party’s can-
didate Mumiaz Ali Shaikh and
Grand Democratic Alliance’s
candidate Pir Muhammad
Sandilo. Following instruc-
tions from SSP Khairpur, se-
curity arrangements have been

tightened at the Government
Higher Secondary School
Ahmedpur (male polling sta-
tion) and the village Jumo
Khoso (female polling sta-
tion). SHO Ahmedpur, Ghu-

lam Abbas Gopang, stated that
officials have been appointed
at both polling stations to en-
sure peace and prevent any
untoward incidents during the
Ty-election in Ward No-1

Six killed in Digri dumper-rickshaw
horror crash as driver arrsted

By Farooq Randhawa

DIGRI: A tragic collision

between a dumper and a [

rickshaw near Digri has
claimed six lives, as another
injured passenger, Shrimati
Geni, succumbed to her in-
juries at a hospital in Hyder-
abad. The accident occurred
five days ago when a
dumper, allegedly driven
recklessly by Muhammad
Nazir Pathan with owner In-
ayatullah Pathan onboard,
collided head-on with a rick-

shaw carrying seven mem-
bers of the Kolhi family.
Hemir Kelhi, his two sons
Vikram and Vinesh, and rel-
atives Ratni and Soni Kolhi

died on the spot. A case has
been filed at Digri Police
Station, the driver has been
arrested, and investigations
are ongoing

Urs of Sufi saint Syed Jamal
Shah Rizvi celebrated with devotion in
Kot Ghulam Muhammad

By Zohaib Ali Baloch

KOT GHULAM MUHAM-
MAD: On the occasion of the
annual Urs of Sufi saint Syed
Jamal Shah Rizvi on Digri

oad, a Chadar cer-

SHC halts administrator’s
controversial
appointment for Sindh
University
Housing Society

y GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: The
Sindh High Court has
suspended a controver-
sial notification ap-
pointing an administra-
tor  for the Sindh
University Cooperative
Hous Society. fol-
lowing a petition filed
by Munawar Ali Narejo.
A divisional bench
comprising Justice
Abdul Mubeen Lakho
and Justice Arbab Ali
Hakro ruled that the ap-

s 0%

pointment of Inspector

Muhammad Hanif Oth-
elo was illegal, as it by-
passed the lawfully
elected committee, The
court noted no formal
complaint or inquiry
had justified the admin-
istrator’s appointment
or the sealing of the so-
ciety’s office. Notices
have been issued to top
Sindh officials for re-
sponses by October 13,
reaffirming the judi-
ciary’s stance on trans-
parency and legality in
managing coope
societies,

R

emony was held. Haji Muham-
mad Rafiq Bhurgari, PPP's
local president, attended as the
chief guest. The Urs festivities
included wrestling matches
featuring famous Sindhi
wrestlers showcasing their
strength, musical gatherings by

Sufi singers, and various attrac-
tions such as an Iranian circus,

and swings for children. No-
table attendees included Sardar

‘Ghulam Mustafa Sehto, Agha
Shah Rizvi, renowned poet
Bakhsh Ali Jat, senior journal-
ist Qari Nisar Ahmed Arain,
and Pratab Malhi.

New prison and correctional facility
notified for Thatta district

By Khuda Brol

THATTA: The Sindh govern-
ment has issued an official
notification for the newly
constructed District Prison

and Correctional Facility in
Thatta, completed on August
27. Initially slated for inau-
guration on September 1, the
ceremony was postponed due
to heavy rains and flood

risks. Provincial Minister
Haji Ali Hassan Zardari con-
firmed that the jail, with a ca-
pacity for 250 inmates, will
open soon to support Sindh's
correctional infrastructure

Pension cuts and legal reforms
ignite fiery protest in Qazi Ahmed by

government employees

By Sajid Ali Unar

QAZI AHMED: On the call
» Sindh Employees Al-
government employ-

ees in Qazi Ahmed staged a
strong protest against recent
amendments in the pension
law; cuts in pensions, dispar-
ity allowance, and group in-

remained shut as employees,
led by leaders Shahzad Ali
\1.1har, Jam Zahid Unar, and

othus locked the Town
Committee  office  and
marched to the press club
wearing black armbands. Pro-
testers called the new pension

law unjust and vowed not to
accept it. They wamed that if

the decision is not m\'mwd a

lawal House in Karachi
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Khairpur Children’s Academy honors
Milad-un-Nabi with celebratlons

KHAIRPUR: Khairpur Chil-
dren’s Academy held a grand
Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH) cele-
bration at Bismillah Marmiage
Hall, attended by prominent
personalities, including edu-
cationists, Jnumalms and
community leaders. The
event featured soulful Nats
and Darood recitations by
students in multiple lan-
guages, honoring the Holy

(\

Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH) as a mercy to hu-
manity who brought justice
and peace. The ceremony

concluded with the distribu-
tion of awards and ensured
smaooth proceedings through
strict security

Dadu police
hard on cr
Mehar o

By Murtaza Panhwar

MEHAR: In Mehar, a police
encounter with criminals led
to the injury and arrest of one
criminal. During a patrol led
by SHO Mehar Abdul Wa-
heed Panhwar on Gaji
Khawer Road, firing broke
out between the police party
and armed criminals. The in-

crack down
P .
iminals in |
3 1
eration
p T GUIRANWALA: Officers
jured criminal, identified as | from the 44th Midcareer
the notorious Ghulum Hus- | Management Course of the
sain Solangi from Khanjo I National Institute of Public
village, was arrested along I Administration (NIPA) La-
with a pistol and taken to the | hore visited the Gujran-
hospital for treatment, while | wala Commissioner’s Of-

By Dr Mirza MB Qamar

his accomplices fled the fice, led by Muhammad

scene. Police have launched y Jawad Commissioner
a cordon and search opera- 1 Syed Naveed Haider
tion to apprehend the fugl Sheerazi emphasized the
tives. |mportance of an effective
administrative  structure

Qubo Saeed Khan Chairman
spearheads cervical cancer vaccination

drive in Shikarpur
SHAHDADKOT: Chairman (g

of Town Committee Qubo
Saeed Khan has been praised
by public circles for playing a
role model role in the ongoing
cervical cancer vaccination
campaign. Accompanied by
vaccination teams, he has been
visiting villages to ensure chil -
dren receive protective vac-

cines against cancer. Alongside
addressing urban issues and
cleanliness. Qubo Saced Khan
remains actively engaged in so-
cial welfare. Residents and so-

cial activists appreciate his ded-
ication. Speaking to the media,
Town Committee Chairman
Mir Imtiaz Brohi emphasized
the importance of vaccination

in preventing cervical cancer
and shared that he has already
vaccinated his daughter,
couraging others to par

in this timely campaign

Thana Bula Khan employees stage
protest over unheeded demands

By Shoukat Khaskheli

THANA BULA KHAN: Fol-
lowing a call by indh
Employees Alliance,

from various departments in-
cluding government schools,
the Tehsil Hospital, and Town
Committee staged a shut-
down protest. Led by PTA
Jamshoro President Muham-
mad Bachal Khaskheli and
Abdul Rehman Gabol, em-
ployees wore black armbands:

staff’

and locked offices to demand rights. Protest leaders urged Ihen concems pmmp:lv or
recognition of their legitimate the government to address face continued protests,

Hyderabad police
unveil sweeping security plan for
upcoming by-elections

By Mugeem Keerio

HYDERABAD: In prepara-
tion foi the upcoming by-
elections, Hyderabad police
have rolled out a detailed se-
curity plan on the instr
tions of SSP Adeel Hussain

Chandio. Elections will be
held for 6 seals acros
Union Couneils (UCs 39, 50,
94, 106, and 112), with 18
polling stations set up in
areas including Hoshri, Hali
Road, A Section, Pinyari, and
Sakhi Pir. Over 450 police

personnel will be deployed,
including 220 at polling sta-
tions, 84 on mobile patrol,
and 100 from the Quick Re-
sponse Force (QRF), Author-

ities have assured voters of

maintaining strict law and
order throughout the process.

Fateha Held in
Nagarparkar for Brother of}

Prominent

Manzar Naqvi '
S THARPARKAR : A solemn

Fateha Khwani was held at the
central Imambargah in Na-
garparkar for the late brother
of Syed Manzar Nagwi, Secre-
tary General of the Karachi
Editors Club. Organized by
caretaker  Mujahid ~ Ali
Khokhar Dudani, the gather-
ing featured Qur’an recitation

l for good governance and
discussed ongoing efforts
Tio improve dewelnpmenl

projects and public serv-
ices. Additional Commis-
sioner Mohammad Shafiq
briefed the delegation on
governance and service
delivery. The officers
toured various depart-

NIPA officers tour Gujranwala
Commissioner’s office for
advanced training

ments, gaining valuable in-
sights into administrative
challenges. The visit was
part of NIPA's program to
I servants for

governance

real-world

issues.

Journalist !

and prayers for the deceased’ <|
forgiveness.  Community §
members, friends, and well- 1
wishers expressed deep condo- |
lences and solidarity with

Nagqvi's family, hcunc\rmg~ 2 their

legac\"ofsen'ice Prayers were

offered for etemal peace for | NAROWAL: Rescue
the departed and strength for © 1122 received a report of
the bereaved family —RT a huge snake in village
I Nangal Jamshed. A spe-

By Rana Mudassar

lcial team quickly re-

UC A h med Raj u employees 1 sponded and found a 10 to

and pensioners rise in
protest over unpaid
salaries and pensions

BADIN: Employees and
pensioners of Union Council
Ahmed Raju protested in
front of Badin Press Club
over non-payment of salaries
and pensi for the past

15-foot Indian python, a
|rdru sight in the area Thc

isnake  caused  pa
1 among locals. After a 15-
minute operation, the

1 team safely captured the

¢ python and handed it over

to the Wildlife Depart-
ment for relocation. Resi-
dents praised the swift ac-

- Massive python
seized by Rescue 1122 in
Narowal village

tion, and the District
Emergency Officer urged
citizens to call helpline
1122 for emergencies.

concems over administrative |
delays, mentioning  that
newly appointed secretary
Muhammad Ramzan Dii-1
wani has not been given !
charge by the council cha
man, causing financial and |

administrative work to halt. 1

By Rana Mudassar

three months. Retired Naib
Qasid Allah Bachayo Mallah
highlighted severe difficul-
ties faced by employees and

Protesters demanded imme-
diate intervention from au- | NAROWAL:  Following
thorities, warning of intensi- | special instructions from
fied prurs:sra if issues remain | Punjab  Chief  Minister

tively implementing the
Open Door Policy to ad-
dress citizens” grievances
promptly. He personally |
tens to visitors” complaints
and issues immediate or-
ders for their resolution
The Deputy Commissioner

Narowal DC enforces
open-door policy to fast-track public
grievance redressal

emphasized avoiding un-
necessary delays and ensur-
ing government offices re-
main open during
designated hours to provide
timely and effective relief,
prioritizing the swift redres-
sal of public issues,

pensioners. He also raised unresolved. ( Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
1 Deputy Commissioner
a 2 lSyeﬂ Hassan Raza is ac-

Jati services

collapse as

employees paralyze
government functions

By AS Thahim

JATI: Following a call by the
All Sinch Employees Alliance,
government employees in Jati
closed offices, schools, and
hospitals in protest, severely
affecting education, health,
and administrative services

1
All-Sindh |
1
1

1 By Abid Mehmood Ch
Leaders raised their voices |
against the govemment’s in- | TOBA TEK SINGH: Addi-

justice and wamed that the | tional District and Sessions

protest would continue and in- | Judge Gojra, Shafgat Ali,
tensify until their demands are y acquitted Muhammad Ar-
mel, Public urged the govern- § salan in a narcotics case
ment to promptly address em-

after the prosecution failed
to prove possession of
1,200 grams of hashish be-
yond reasonable doubt, The
court observed contradic-
1Hons in prosecution wil-
nesses'  testimonies and

Muhammad Arsalan walks free after
acquittal over lack of evidence

ruled the case was filed
with mala fide intent, Advo-
cate Chaudhry Akhtar Hus-
sain Butter successfully de-
fended Arsalan, leading to
elease, much to the re-
lief of his family

ployees’ legitimate demands 1o
restore narmalcy

High-Stakes Local
By-Elections Today in Sindh:!
28 Seats, Tight Security &
Media Blackout

Sharjeel Unveils Pink
Scooter Scheme for Women

— Free Rides, Big Change!

KARACHL: Sindh Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon announced the
launch of the Pink Scoot-
ers Program, under which
free electric scooters will
be distributed to women
and female students this
week. Aimed at empower-
ing women, the initiative

promises safe, affordable,

and dignified transport
The scooters will be allot-
ted based on merit and
need through a transpar-
ent process. The scheme,
led by the Sindh Mass
Transit Authority,

major step toward easing

ucation, work, and daily

is a women's mobility for ed- life —RT

Karachi's Toughest
Crackdown: CM Murad Ali Shah
Targets Crime & Water Mafia

By Majeed Abbasi

KARACHI:  Sindh CM
Syed Murad Ali Shah has
launched a zero-tolerance
policy against eriminals and
illegal hydrants in Karachi,
vowing to protect water as a

fundamental right. At a
high-level meeting, Shah
reviewed seourity opera-
tions in Kachi areas, where
159 criminals have been
killed and 823 arrested
since January 2024. Author-
ities also demolished 243 il-

legal hydrants, arresting
103 suspects. A new QR
code system for tanker reg-
istration has generated an
extra 6 crore rupees for
Karachi’s Water Board. Ex-
ploitation will not be toler-

ated, said CM Shah.

Karachi University
Admissions 2026 Begin Sept
28 — Entry Tests, Online
Forms, Key Dates Revealed!

KARACHI - The University of
Karachi will begin its 2026 ad-
missions from September 28,
with online forms available at

www. uokadmission. edu.pk

Entry tests for BS, BBA, Pharm-
D, DPT, and Visual Studies pro-
grams stant October 18, while

open merit and evening programs
follow m November. Admission
lists will be armounced from No-
vember 5 1o December 10.—RT

By Majeed Abbasi

KARACHI: By-elections for
28 local govermnment seats
across 14 districts of Sindh are
being held today (Sept 24), in-
cluding 2 district council
members, 6 chairmen, 7 vice-
chairmen, and 13 ward/general
members. According to the

Sindh Election Commission,

: By Abid Mehmood Ch

1 TOBATEK SINGH: The
I Mian Masood Ahmed
1 Group has officially de-
all preparations are complete. § clared support for Advo-

Atotal of 243,187 voters § cate Chaudhry Ehtesham
(133,038 men and 110,154 Anwar Rai in the upcom-
women) are registered. 167 ¢ ing Punjab Bar Council
polling stations have been set | elections. Praising him as

i Mian Masood Ahmed group throws weight
; behind Chaudhry Ehtesham Anwar
! Raifor Punjab Bar Council elections

the legal community, the
group emphasized that
his  victory  would
strengthen the judiciary's
mdependeme and br
new Dppﬂlluﬂl[leq fﬂl
lawyers. The group
pledged unwavering sup-
port and urged all legal
professionals to ensure

up, with Iil%lemlmmﬂ'de- a courageous and princi- pled leader dedicated to his success.

ployed  For tr.

monitoring control rooms are'
active, while 127 polling sta- 1
tions are marked as hwl\lyl
sensitive, 1

FPCCI Seminar Sounds

Alarm on Lu

Dr. Zahid Ansari Leads

Health Awareness Drive

KARACHI : Dr

Hasan Ansari, Chairman of
FPCCI's Health Committee,
organized a powerful Health
Awareness Seminar on Envi-
ronment and Lung Diseases
at Federation House. Prof.
Sohail Akhtar (Indus Hospi-
tal) delivered the keynote,
warning of rising lung ill-

Flood assessment teams deployed across
Toba Tek Singh to gauge destruction

1
1 By Abid Mehmood Ch
1

| TOBA TEK SINGH: Act- |

ping on the directives of
p Punjab  Chief Minister
1 Maryam Nawaz Sharif, spe-
3 cial teams have been mobi-
lized in flood-affected areas
of Toba Tek Singh to assess
damages. Supervised by
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Naeem
Sindhu, the teams include
1 officials from the Urban
Ty 1 Unit, Revenue, Agriculture
1 Departments, and Pakistan

ng Diseases:

Army personnel. Trained
under ADC Revenue Syed
Jameel Haider Shah, the
teams will conduct door-to-
door surveys to document
damage to homes, crops,

and liv esmcl\ The DC
sured full support to victims
and emphasized trans-
parency and urgency in re-
lief and rehabilitation ef-
forts.

[

\ 1
nesses due to pn]lutmn I
Guest of Honour MNA Col. I
Asad Alam Niazi and SVP I
FPCCI Saquib Fayyaz Ma- 1
goon stressed urgent action. |
Attendees included doctors, |
industrialists, NGOs, tha-|
lassemic children, and top |
bload donors who were hon-

-REGIENAL TIME

NATIONAL

ored with awards —RT

Microfinance
AMC-9 Set to

Revival in Karachi

KARACHIL: The 9h An-
nual Microfinance Confer-
ence (AMC-9), themed
“Renaissance of Microfi-
nance”, will be held on Oc-
tober 7-9, 2025, in Karachi
Jointly organized by Pak-
istan Microfinance Net-
work (PMN) and UNIDO-
PAIDAR, the event will
wather regulators, develop-
ment partners, banks, and
fintechs to explore inclu-
sive, digital, and climate-re-

silient strategies to revital-

Reimagined:
Spark Sector |

I SAHIWAL:Punjab  Chief
IMinister Marvam Nawaz
:d that flood-af-

|1 “guests of Allah™ and as-
|suud Ihan Iht govel

ize microfinance and pro- Vocate
mote sustainable economic
growth in Pakistan —RT

«
Imal Ime of just

welfare initiatives, the chief
minister added that travel on
the new serv 1 be
completely free for women,
senior citizens, students,
and persons with disabili-

s ties. She emphasized that the

CM Maryam unveils
flood relief package and launches
electric bus servnce

Punjab government is com-
mitted to both rehabilitating
flood victims and providing
modern, eco-friendly trans-
port  facilities for the
public—RT/Agency
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Khairpur Children’s Academy honors
Milad-un-Nabi with celebratlons

KHAIRPUR: Khairpur Chil-
dren’s Academy held a grand
Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH) cele-
bration at Bismillah Marmiage
Hall, attended by prominent
personalities, including edu-
cationists, Jnumalms and
community leaders. The
event featured soulful Nats
and Darood recitations by
students in multiple lan-
guages, honoring the Holy

(\

Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(PBUH) as a mercy to hu-
manity who brought justice
and peace. The ceremony

concluded with the distribu-
tion of awards and ensured
smaooth proceedings through
strict security

Dadu police
hard on cr
Mehar o

By Murtaza Panhwar

MEHAR: In Mehar, a police
encounter with criminals led
to the injury and arrest of one
criminal. During a patrol led
by SHO Mehar Abdul Wa-
heed Panhwar on Gaji
Khawer Road, firing broke
out between the police party
and armed criminals. The in-

crack down
P .
iminals in |
3 1
eration
p T GUIRANWALA: Officers
jured criminal, identified as | from the 44th Midcareer
the notorious Ghulum Hus- | Management Course of the
sain Solangi from Khanjo I National Institute of Public
village, was arrested along I Administration (NIPA) La-
with a pistol and taken to the | hore visited the Gujran-
hospital for treatment, while | wala Commissioner’s Of-

By Dr Mirza MB Qamar

his accomplices fled the fice, led by Muhammad

scene. Police have launched y Jawad Commissioner
a cordon and search opera- 1 Syed Naveed Haider
tion to apprehend the fugl Sheerazi emphasized the
tives. |mportance of an effective
administrative  structure

Qubo Saeed Khan Chairman
spearheads cervical cancer vaccination

drive in Shikarpur
SHAHDADKOT: Chairman (g

of Town Committee Qubo
Saeed Khan has been praised
by public circles for playing a
role model role in the ongoing
cervical cancer vaccination
campaign. Accompanied by
vaccination teams, he has been
visiting villages to ensure chil -
dren receive protective vac-

cines against cancer. Alongside
addressing urban issues and
cleanliness. Qubo Saced Khan
remains actively engaged in so-
cial welfare. Residents and so-

cial activists appreciate his ded-
ication. Speaking to the media,
Town Committee Chairman
Mir Imtiaz Brohi emphasized
the importance of vaccination

in preventing cervical cancer
and shared that he has already
vaccinated his daughter,
couraging others to par

in this timely campaign

Thana Bula Khan employees stage
protest over unheeded demands

By Shoukat Khaskheli

THANA BULA KHAN: Fol-
lowing a call by indh
Employees Alliance,

from various departments in-
cluding government schools,
the Tehsil Hospital, and Town
Committee staged a shut-
down protest. Led by PTA
Jamshoro President Muham-
mad Bachal Khaskheli and
Abdul Rehman Gabol, em-
ployees wore black armbands:

staff’

and locked offices to demand rights. Protest leaders urged Ihen concems pmmp:lv or
recognition of their legitimate the government to address face continued protests,

Hyderabad police
unveil sweeping security plan for
upcoming by-elections

By Mugeem Keerio

HYDERABAD: In prepara-
tion foi the upcoming by-
elections, Hyderabad police
have rolled out a detailed se-
curity plan on the instr
tions of SSP Adeel Hussain

Chandio. Elections will be
held for 6 seals acros
Union Couneils (UCs 39, 50,
94, 106, and 112), with 18
polling stations set up in
areas including Hoshri, Hali
Road, A Section, Pinyari, and
Sakhi Pir. Over 450 police

personnel will be deployed,
including 220 at polling sta-
tions, 84 on mobile patrol,
and 100 from the Quick Re-
sponse Force (QRF), Author-

ities have assured voters of

maintaining strict law and
order throughout the process.

Fateha Held in
Nagarparkar for Brother of}

Prominent

Manzar Naqvi '
S THARPARKAR : A solemn

Fateha Khwani was held at the
central Imambargah in Na-
garparkar for the late brother
of Syed Manzar Nagwi, Secre-
tary General of the Karachi
Editors Club. Organized by
caretaker  Mujahid ~ Ali
Khokhar Dudani, the gather-
ing featured Qur’an recitation

l for good governance and
discussed ongoing efforts
Tio improve dewelnpmenl

projects and public serv-
ices. Additional Commis-
sioner Mohammad Shafiq
briefed the delegation on
governance and service
delivery. The officers
toured various depart-

NIPA officers tour Gujranwala
Commissioner’s office for
advanced training

ments, gaining valuable in-
sights into administrative
challenges. The visit was
part of NIPA's program to
I servants for

governance

real-world

issues.

Journalist !

and prayers for the deceased’ <|
forgiveness.  Community §
members, friends, and well- 1
wishers expressed deep condo- |
lences and solidarity with

Nagqvi's family, hcunc\rmg~ 2 their

legac\"ofsen'ice Prayers were

offered for etemal peace for | NAROWAL: Rescue
the departed and strength for © 1122 received a report of
the bereaved family —RT a huge snake in village
I Nangal Jamshed. A spe-

By Rana Mudassar

lcial team quickly re-

UC A h med Raj u employees 1 sponded and found a 10 to

and pensioners rise in
protest over unpaid
salaries and pensions

BADIN: Employees and
pensioners of Union Council
Ahmed Raju protested in
front of Badin Press Club
over non-payment of salaries
and pensi for the past

15-foot Indian python, a
|rdru sight in the area Thc

isnake  caused  pa
1 among locals. After a 15-
minute operation, the

1 team safely captured the

¢ python and handed it over

to the Wildlife Depart-
ment for relocation. Resi-
dents praised the swift ac-

- Massive python
seized by Rescue 1122 in
Narowal village

tion, and the District
Emergency Officer urged
citizens to call helpline
1122 for emergencies.

concems over administrative |
delays, mentioning  that
newly appointed secretary
Muhammad Ramzan Dii-1
wani has not been given !
charge by the council cha
man, causing financial and |

administrative work to halt. 1

By Rana Mudassar

three months. Retired Naib
Qasid Allah Bachayo Mallah
highlighted severe difficul-
ties faced by employees and

Protesters demanded imme-
diate intervention from au- | NAROWAL:  Following
thorities, warning of intensi- | special instructions from
fied prurs:sra if issues remain | Punjab  Chief  Minister

tively implementing the
Open Door Policy to ad-
dress citizens” grievances
promptly. He personally |
tens to visitors” complaints
and issues immediate or-
ders for their resolution
The Deputy Commissioner

Narowal DC enforces
open-door policy to fast-track public
grievance redressal

emphasized avoiding un-
necessary delays and ensur-
ing government offices re-
main open during
designated hours to provide
timely and effective relief,
prioritizing the swift redres-
sal of public issues,

pensioners. He also raised unresolved. ( Maryam Nawaz Sharif,
1 Deputy Commissioner
a 2 lSyeﬂ Hassan Raza is ac-

Jati services

collapse as

employees paralyze
government functions

By AS Thahim

JATI: Following a call by the
All Sinch Employees Alliance,
government employees in Jati
closed offices, schools, and
hospitals in protest, severely
affecting education, health,
and administrative services

1
All-Sindh |
1
1

1 By Abid Mehmood Ch
Leaders raised their voices |
against the govemment’s in- | TOBA TEK SINGH: Addi-

justice and wamed that the | tional District and Sessions

protest would continue and in- | Judge Gojra, Shafgat Ali,
tensify until their demands are y acquitted Muhammad Ar-
mel, Public urged the govern- § salan in a narcotics case
ment to promptly address em-

after the prosecution failed
to prove possession of
1,200 grams of hashish be-
yond reasonable doubt, The
court observed contradic-
1Hons in prosecution wil-
nesses'  testimonies and

Muhammad Arsalan walks free after
acquittal over lack of evidence

ruled the case was filed
with mala fide intent, Advo-
cate Chaudhry Akhtar Hus-
sain Butter successfully de-
fended Arsalan, leading to
elease, much to the re-
lief of his family

ployees’ legitimate demands 1o
restore narmalcy

High-Stakes Local
By-Elections Today in Sindh:!
28 Seats, Tight Security &
Media Blackout

Sharjeel Unveils Pink
Scooter Scheme for Women

— Free Rides, Big Change!

KARACHL: Sindh Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon announced the
launch of the Pink Scoot-
ers Program, under which
free electric scooters will
be distributed to women
and female students this
week. Aimed at empower-
ing women, the initiative

promises safe, affordable,

and dignified transport
The scooters will be allot-
ted based on merit and
need through a transpar-
ent process. The scheme,
led by the Sindh Mass
Transit Authority,

major step toward easing

ucation, work, and daily

is a women's mobility for ed- life —RT

Karachi's Toughest
Crackdown: CM Murad Ali Shah
Targets Crime & Water Mafia

By Majeed Abbasi

KARACHI:  Sindh CM
Syed Murad Ali Shah has
launched a zero-tolerance
policy against eriminals and
illegal hydrants in Karachi,
vowing to protect water as a

fundamental right. At a
high-level meeting, Shah
reviewed seourity opera-
tions in Kachi areas, where
159 criminals have been
killed and 823 arrested
since January 2024. Author-
ities also demolished 243 il-

legal hydrants, arresting
103 suspects. A new QR
code system for tanker reg-
istration has generated an
extra 6 crore rupees for
Karachi’s Water Board. Ex-
ploitation will not be toler-

ated, said CM Shah.

Karachi University
Admissions 2026 Begin Sept
28 — Entry Tests, Online
Forms, Key Dates Revealed!

KARACHI - The University of
Karachi will begin its 2026 ad-
missions from September 28,
with online forms available at

www. uokadmission. edu.pk

Entry tests for BS, BBA, Pharm-
D, DPT, and Visual Studies pro-
grams stant October 18, while

open merit and evening programs
follow m November. Admission
lists will be armounced from No-
vember 5 1o December 10.—RT

By Majeed Abbasi

KARACHI: By-elections for
28 local govermnment seats
across 14 districts of Sindh are
being held today (Sept 24), in-
cluding 2 district council
members, 6 chairmen, 7 vice-
chairmen, and 13 ward/general
members. According to the

Sindh Election Commission,

: By Abid Mehmood Ch

1 TOBATEK SINGH: The
I Mian Masood Ahmed
1 Group has officially de-
all preparations are complete. § clared support for Advo-

Atotal of 243,187 voters § cate Chaudhry Ehtesham
(133,038 men and 110,154 Anwar Rai in the upcom-
women) are registered. 167 ¢ ing Punjab Bar Council
polling stations have been set | elections. Praising him as

i Mian Masood Ahmed group throws weight
; behind Chaudhry Ehtesham Anwar
! Raifor Punjab Bar Council elections

the legal community, the
group emphasized that
his  victory  would
strengthen the judiciary's
mdependeme and br
new Dppﬂlluﬂl[leq fﬂl
lawyers. The group
pledged unwavering sup-
port and urged all legal
professionals to ensure

up, with Iil%lemlmmﬂ'de- a courageous and princi- pled leader dedicated to his success.

ployed  For tr.

monitoring control rooms are'
active, while 127 polling sta- 1
tions are marked as hwl\lyl
sensitive, 1

FPCCI Seminar Sounds

Alarm on Lu

Dr. Zahid Ansari Leads

Health Awareness Drive

KARACHI : Dr

Hasan Ansari, Chairman of
FPCCI's Health Committee,
organized a powerful Health
Awareness Seminar on Envi-
ronment and Lung Diseases
at Federation House. Prof.
Sohail Akhtar (Indus Hospi-
tal) delivered the keynote,
warning of rising lung ill-

Flood assessment teams deployed across
Toba Tek Singh to gauge destruction

1
1 By Abid Mehmood Ch
1

| TOBA TEK SINGH: Act- |

ping on the directives of
p Punjab  Chief Minister
1 Maryam Nawaz Sharif, spe-
3 cial teams have been mobi-
lized in flood-affected areas
of Toba Tek Singh to assess
damages. Supervised by
Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Naeem
Sindhu, the teams include
1 officials from the Urban
Ty 1 Unit, Revenue, Agriculture
1 Departments, and Pakistan

ng Diseases:

Army personnel. Trained
under ADC Revenue Syed
Jameel Haider Shah, the
teams will conduct door-to-
door surveys to document
damage to homes, crops,

and liv esmcl\ The DC
sured full support to victims
and emphasized trans-
parency and urgency in re-
lief and rehabilitation ef-
forts.

[

\ 1
nesses due to pn]lutmn I
Guest of Honour MNA Col. I
Asad Alam Niazi and SVP I
FPCCI Saquib Fayyaz Ma- 1
goon stressed urgent action. |
Attendees included doctors, |
industrialists, NGOs, tha-|
lassemic children, and top |
bload donors who were hon-

-REGIENAL TIME

NATIONAL

ored with awards —RT

Microfinance
AMC-9 Set to

Revival in Karachi

KARACHIL: The 9h An-
nual Microfinance Confer-
ence (AMC-9), themed
“Renaissance of Microfi-
nance”, will be held on Oc-
tober 7-9, 2025, in Karachi
Jointly organized by Pak-
istan Microfinance Net-
work (PMN) and UNIDO-
PAIDAR, the event will
wather regulators, develop-
ment partners, banks, and
fintechs to explore inclu-
sive, digital, and climate-re-

silient strategies to revital-

Reimagined:
Spark Sector |

I SAHIWAL:Punjab  Chief
IMinister Marvam Nawaz
:d that flood-af-

|1 “guests of Allah™ and as-
|suud Ihan Iht govel

ize microfinance and pro- Vocate
mote sustainable economic
growth in Pakistan —RT

«
Imal Ime of just

welfare initiatives, the chief
minister added that travel on
the new serv 1 be
completely free for women,
senior citizens, students,
and persons with disabili-

s ties. She emphasized that the

CM Maryam unveils
flood relief package and launches
electric bus servnce

Punjab government is com-
mitted to both rehabilitating
flood victims and providing
modern, eco-friendly trans-
port  facilities for the
public—RT/Agency
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Stock Market Soars, People Sink: World Bank Exposes Govt’s
Economic Mirage

man cannot afford food, rent, or basic necessities? Gold

REGISSNAL TIMES:!

he World Bank’s

latest revelation is nothing
short of a damning indictment of Pakistan’s
economic managers. Poverty has surged to a
shocking 25.3%—a steep 7% jump since
2022—confirming what ordinary Pakistanis already

know: government boasts of “record-breaking growth™

and “soaring stock markets™ are hollow, self-serving
slogans with no bearing on the lives of the people.
While the ruling elite flaunts rising share indexes as
proof of progress, the truth is stark—nearly one in four
Pakistanis is now crushed below the poverty line.

This exposes the cruel duality of Pakistan’s economy:
a glittering stock exchange for the privileged few, and a
collapsing household economy for the masses. How can
the government trumpet “success™ when the common

prices have skyrocketed to Rs400,000 per tola, electric-
ity shortages persist with power plants shutting down,
and inflation is devouring incomes. For millions. sur-
vival—not prosperity—defines daily existence.

The World Bank report is a reminder that decades of
poverty reduction gains have been reversed. Between
2001 and 2015, Pakistan steadily lifled millions out of
poverty. Today, those hard-carned achievements lie in
ruins as inequality widens and informal, low-paying

jobs dominate the labor force. Yet instead of con-
fronting structural weaknesses, the government contin-
ues to peddle glossy illusions of stability, hoping for-
eign investors and international lenders will buy into
the narrative.

But facts don’t lie. Poverty is rising, inequality

is deepening, and ordinary Pakistanis are drown-
ing while policymakers gloat about artificial
benchmarks. This government cannot hide behind

UNGA photo-ops or tall claims of investor confi-

dence. The World Bank has held up a mirro
the reflection is ugly. If leadership continues to
prioritize optics over people. Pakistan’s economic
future will remain a cruel mirage, leaving millions
trapped in hopeless poverty.
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Healthcare workers pour into Kadhan

streets against government policies

By Khadim Hussain Shaikh

KADHAN: On the call of the
Grand Employees Alliance,
healthcare workers at the
Health Center in Kadhan
staged a protest by boycotting.
OPD services. The protest
was led by Dr. Naseema
Lashari, Dr. Azhar Memon,
Dr. Rao Mal, Abdul Ghaffoor
Chandio, Noor Hassan Anar,
Muhammad Rafiq Lohar,
Ghulam Hussain Khaskheli,
Muhammad Tbrahim Chan-
dio, and Sajjad Memon. Ad-
dressing the protest, the
speakers said that they have
served in government institu-
tions fram their youth until
the age of 60, dedicating their

ol .
lives to public service during
floods, earthquakes, natural
disasters, and routine duties,
often at the cost of leaving
behind their families. Despite
their lifelong dedication, the
current govemment is not
providing facilities but in-
stead snatching existing ones
and acting with hostility to-
wards employees, They con-

demned the government’s
policies as both anti-public
and anti-employee, declaring
that the health department
workers, like those [rom
other departments, reject such
decisions. They affirmed their
full support for the Grand
Employees  Alliance and
vowed to participate in every
future protest

LUMHS marks
anti-drug day with awareness
walk and seminar

By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHORO:
guidance of Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Ikramuddin Ujjan,
Liaquat University of Med-

ical and Health Sciences M

(LUMHS) Jamshoro, in col-
laboration with the People’s
School of Nursing, held an
awareness walk and seminar
to observe the International
Day Against Drug Abuse and
Ulicit Trafficking. The event,
organized by the Directorate

Under the §

of Students Affairs and in-
volving College of Phar-

macy students, aimed to
raise awareness on drug ad-
diction and mental health.
Dr. Jameel Junejo, psychia-

health awaren
management, early detection
of anxiety and depression,
and rehabilitation.

From cleanliness to
culture: Badin Gymkhana hosts
WaterAid-backed program

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: A program titled
"From Cleanliness to Culture"
was organized at Gymkhana

Badin with the cooperation of

WaterAid, focusing on health,
hygiene, and sanitation in 410
open defecation-free villages.
The event featured a tradi-

tional Sindhi embroidery

(Bhart) competition. Deputy
Commissioner Badin Yasir
Bhatti, the chief guest, empha-
sized that cleanliness is not

just a personal habit but a so-

cial responsibility. He high-
lighted the dangers of open
defecation, which contami-
nates water and spreads dis-
eases like diarthea, cholera,
and typhoid, mainly affecting

chl]dren He praised “ater-\ld
for eliminating open defeca-
tion in 410v

collective efforts to raise
awareness about using toilets.
He also distributed prizes to
women participating in the
embroidery competition. Offi-
from social welfare,
salth, and local organizations
attended the event.

Tragedy near Dolo Pir shrine as high-speed
passenger van crash m_|ures seven in Jatl

By AS Thahim

JATT: A passenger van over-
turned near Dolo Pir shrine
close to Jati due to high speed,
injuring seven people includ-
ing a pregnant woman. The in-
jured were rushed to Jati hos-
pital, where doctors declared
the pregnant woman, Amoon
Jat, and two others, Ibrahim
and Shafi Muhammad, in crit-
ical condition and referred
them to Makli Civil Hospital

for further treatment, Police
arrived promptly, assisted in
hospital transfers, and urged

stricter traffic control as locals
called for action against reck-
less driving in the area

Gianchand Israni attends
vibrant Jhoolay Lal
Mandir horse fair
in Nooriabad

By Shams Palari

UMERKOT: Pakistan
Peoples Party Hyder-
abad Division General
Secretary and PPP
MPA Gianchand Israni
attended the Thoolay
Lal Mandir horse fair
at Ghorabari and of-
fered his respects at the
temple. During the
event, temple priests
Jackmar  Kohist
Kanaya Lal Samnani,

. Thal Ram Israni,

Teerath  Mal Mol
Khajo Mal Mol, Dr
Anil Kumar, Ali Rana

Wanjharo, Suresh
Kumar Tikwani,
Roopan  Mal  Molai

Mol, and Kees Longin
Arjrkan presented gifis
to him. Gianchand Is-
rani congratulated the
pilgrims attending the
fair. Also present were
Cheten Mal Israni,
and
Anil Kumar Israni,

Provincial Ombudsman leads awareness
drive at Gharo government school

By Daim Shah

THATTA: An
seminar on the role and im-
portance of the Provincial
Ombudsman was held at
Government Boys Higher
Secondary School Gharo,
chaired by Regional Director
Ombudsman Thatta, Haroon
Ahmed Khan, Speaking to a
large gathering of students
and teachers, Haroon Ahmed
Khan highlighted the Om-
budsiman office’s commit-
ment fo addressing publlc
grievances sw
without requiring legal repne—
sentation. He emphasized that

awareness 8

any citizen can file a com-
plaint against a provincial de-
partiment even on plain paper
and assured that immediate

7, action would be taken to re-

solve gen ssues. Associ-
ate Professor Muhammad

Haroon Lohar and Principal
Gul Hassan Sodho raised -
slitutional concems during
the seminar, 1o which the Re-
gional Director responded by
promising practical support
upon written submission.

Sindh Employees
Alliance escalates protest
with office lockdown in

Tando Allahyar

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR
Tando Allahyar wit-
nessed a massive protest
as Sindh Employees Al-
liance locked down of-
fices and schools de-
manding the withdrawal
of pension cuts and ap-
proval of other al-

lowances. Employees
wore black armbands

and raised slogans for
their rights. Revenue and
education department
workers also staged sep-
arate protests. Leaders
warned that if demands
are ignored. millions of
employees will march to
Bilawal House. Govern-
ment offices across all
three Tando Allahyar
talukas remained closed
in solidarity.

Tando Bago
employees rally against
government’s anti-worker
policies

Eid Milad-un-Nabi marked with fervent
celebratios at schools in NW

By Yousif Rind

NAWAB WALI MUHAM-
MAD: Eid Milad-un-Nabi ?
was celebrated with great de-
wvotion at various schools near
Nawab Wali Muhammad. A
large gathering took place at
Government  Boys  High
School Bachalpur, where stu-
dents, teachers, and local digni-
taries participated enthusiasti-
cally. Students recited heartfelt
Naats, honoring the life and
teachings of the Holy Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad 7. A simi-
lar event was held at Govem-
ment Boys Primary School

00N
Bacho Rahu, beginning with
the recitation of the Holy
Quran by Muzammil Rahu.
Under the supervision of Head-
master Muhammad Urs Kako
and teacher Zahid Hussain
Rahu, young students includ-
ing Mahnoor Rahu, Samiran

Rahu, Sahana Rahu, Raja Zee-
shan Rahu, Afzal Rahu, Sh
ban Rahu, and Farhan Rahu re-
cited Naats. Teacher Jamshed
Ali Rahu and others high-
lighted the noble character and
sacred qualities of the Holy
Prophet 7 during the event

Prominent Tando Alam notable Ali

Hassan Shah Khatti passes away

By Kamran Hidayat

SUJAWAL: The respected
figure of Tando Alam and the
Syed Khatti community, Ali
Hassan Shah Khatti, passed
away after a brief illness.
News of his demise cast a
mourming shadow over Tando
Alam. Hundreds of moumers
gathered to pay their last re-
spects as the deceased was
laid to rest in the local ceme-
tery with tearful eves. Among

dees were MPA Shah

By Sher Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: On
the call of Sindh Em-

3 ployees Alliance. em-

ployees of wvarious
government  depart-
ments in Tando Bago
held a protest, locking
down offices. schools,
colleges, hospitals,
revenue and engineer-
ing offices. Hundreds
of employees from or-
ganizations including
GSTA, PTA, Paramed-

ical, All Pakistan Clerk
Association, GRWA,
and Revenue Staff
Union marched from
High School Tando
Bago to the Press
Club, raising slogans
against pension cuts
and denial of rightful
allowances. Leaders
demanded the govern-
ment accept their legit-
imate demands or face
a large sit-in at Bi-
lawal House on Octo-

ber 6,

the
Hussain Shah Sheerazi, Syed Mohabbat Ali, Races Sharif, citizens

T\aseer Shah Shirazi. Rais
Abdullah Khan Laghari, Syed
Abdullah Shah  Bukhari,
Raees Mushtaq Laghari,
Malik Javed Laghari, Races

senior journalist Abdughafur
Palipoto, Kamran Ali Khatti,
along with political, social,
religious, and nationalist
leaders and thousands of

Digri rocked by
Sindh Employees Alliance protest
over pension cuts

By Faroog Randhawa
DIGRI: Digri witnessed a

complete shutdown of schools
and government offices as
Sindh Employees Alliance

called for a protest and work
boycott from September 23 to
27. Leaders demanded the im-
mediate repeal of pension de-
ductions and restoration of al-
lowances  like

Protesters warmned of further
actions, including a sit-in at
Bilawal House, to protect
government employees’ rights
and ensure fair treatment by

RA. the Sindh government

Hingorja employees launch five-day

protest under Smdh Alllance banner

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORIJA: Hingorja wit-
nessed a complete lockdown of
govemment schools and of-
fices as Sindh Employees Al-
It protested against unfair
policies affecting teachers and

# mands aren’t met, profests

wgu

8 They urged the Sindh govemn-

‘4 ment to address employee

°.|:|IT i eaders wamex! that if de-

grievances fairly and called on
Sindh police to join the move-
ment for workers” nghts
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Stock Market Soars, People Sink: World Bank Exposes Govt’s
Economic Mirage
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he World Bank’s

latest revelation is nothing
short of a damning indictment of Pakistan’s
economic managers. Poverty has surged to a
shocking 25.3%—a steep 7% jump since
2022—confirming what ordinary Pakistanis already

know: government boasts of “record-breaking growth™

and “soaring stock markets™ are hollow, self-serving
slogans with no bearing on the lives of the people.
While the ruling elite flaunts rising share indexes as
proof of progress, the truth is stark—nearly one in four
Pakistanis is now crushed below the poverty line.

This exposes the cruel duality of Pakistan’s economy:
a glittering stock exchange for the privileged few, and a
collapsing household economy for the masses. How can
the government trumpet “success™ when the common

prices have skyrocketed to Rs400,000 per tola, electric-
ity shortages persist with power plants shutting down,
and inflation is devouring incomes. For millions. sur-
vival—not prosperity—defines daily existence.

The World Bank report is a reminder that decades of
poverty reduction gains have been reversed. Between
2001 and 2015, Pakistan steadily lifled millions out of
poverty. Today, those hard-carned achievements lie in
ruins as inequality widens and informal, low-paying

jobs dominate the labor force. Yet instead of con-
fronting structural weaknesses, the government contin-
ues to peddle glossy illusions of stability, hoping for-
eign investors and international lenders will buy into
the narrative.

But facts don’t lie. Poverty is rising, inequality

is deepening, and ordinary Pakistanis are drown-
ing while policymakers gloat about artificial
benchmarks. This government cannot hide behind

UNGA photo-ops or tall claims of investor confi-

dence. The World Bank has held up a mirro
the reflection is ugly. If leadership continues to
prioritize optics over people. Pakistan’s economic
future will remain a cruel mirage, leaving millions
trapped in hopeless poverty.
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Healthcare workers pour into Kadhan

streets against government policies

By Khadim Hussain Shaikh

KADHAN: On the call of the
Grand Employees Alliance,
healthcare workers at the
Health Center in Kadhan
staged a protest by boycotting.
OPD services. The protest
was led by Dr. Naseema
Lashari, Dr. Azhar Memon,
Dr. Rao Mal, Abdul Ghaffoor
Chandio, Noor Hassan Anar,
Muhammad Rafiq Lohar,
Ghulam Hussain Khaskheli,
Muhammad Tbrahim Chan-
dio, and Sajjad Memon. Ad-
dressing the protest, the
speakers said that they have
served in government institu-
tions fram their youth until
the age of 60, dedicating their

ol .
lives to public service during
floods, earthquakes, natural
disasters, and routine duties,
often at the cost of leaving
behind their families. Despite
their lifelong dedication, the
current govemment is not
providing facilities but in-
stead snatching existing ones
and acting with hostility to-
wards employees, They con-

demned the government’s
policies as both anti-public
and anti-employee, declaring
that the health department
workers, like those [rom
other departments, reject such
decisions. They affirmed their
full support for the Grand
Employees  Alliance and
vowed to participate in every
future protest

LUMHS marks
anti-drug day with awareness
walk and seminar

By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHORO:
guidance of Vice Chancellor
Prof. Dr. Ikramuddin Ujjan,
Liaquat University of Med-

ical and Health Sciences M

(LUMHS) Jamshoro, in col-
laboration with the People’s
School of Nursing, held an
awareness walk and seminar
to observe the International
Day Against Drug Abuse and
Ulicit Trafficking. The event,
organized by the Directorate

Under the §

of Students Affairs and in-
volving College of Phar-

macy students, aimed to
raise awareness on drug ad-
diction and mental health.
Dr. Jameel Junejo, psychia-

health awaren
management, early detection
of anxiety and depression,
and rehabilitation.

From cleanliness to
culture: Badin Gymkhana hosts
WaterAid-backed program

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: A program titled
"From Cleanliness to Culture"
was organized at Gymkhana

Badin with the cooperation of

WaterAid, focusing on health,
hygiene, and sanitation in 410
open defecation-free villages.
The event featured a tradi-

tional Sindhi embroidery

(Bhart) competition. Deputy
Commissioner Badin Yasir
Bhatti, the chief guest, empha-
sized that cleanliness is not

just a personal habit but a so-

cial responsibility. He high-
lighted the dangers of open
defecation, which contami-
nates water and spreads dis-
eases like diarthea, cholera,
and typhoid, mainly affecting

chl]dren He praised “ater-\ld
for eliminating open defeca-
tion in 410v

collective efforts to raise
awareness about using toilets.
He also distributed prizes to
women participating in the
embroidery competition. Offi-
from social welfare,
salth, and local organizations
attended the event.

Tragedy near Dolo Pir shrine as high-speed
passenger van crash m_|ures seven in Jatl

By AS Thahim

JATT: A passenger van over-
turned near Dolo Pir shrine
close to Jati due to high speed,
injuring seven people includ-
ing a pregnant woman. The in-
jured were rushed to Jati hos-
pital, where doctors declared
the pregnant woman, Amoon
Jat, and two others, Ibrahim
and Shafi Muhammad, in crit-
ical condition and referred
them to Makli Civil Hospital

for further treatment, Police
arrived promptly, assisted in
hospital transfers, and urged

stricter traffic control as locals
called for action against reck-
less driving in the area

Gianchand Israni attends
vibrant Jhoolay Lal
Mandir horse fair
in Nooriabad

By Shams Palari

UMERKOT: Pakistan
Peoples Party Hyder-
abad Division General
Secretary and PPP
MPA Gianchand Israni
attended the Thoolay
Lal Mandir horse fair
at Ghorabari and of-
fered his respects at the
temple. During the
event, temple priests
Jackmar  Kohist
Kanaya Lal Samnani,

. Thal Ram Israni,

Teerath  Mal Mol
Khajo Mal Mol, Dr
Anil Kumar, Ali Rana

Wanjharo, Suresh
Kumar Tikwani,
Roopan  Mal  Molai

Mol, and Kees Longin
Arjrkan presented gifis
to him. Gianchand Is-
rani congratulated the
pilgrims attending the
fair. Also present were
Cheten Mal Israni,
and
Anil Kumar Israni,

Provincial Ombudsman leads awareness
drive at Gharo government school

By Daim Shah

THATTA: An
seminar on the role and im-
portance of the Provincial
Ombudsman was held at
Government Boys Higher
Secondary School Gharo,
chaired by Regional Director
Ombudsman Thatta, Haroon
Ahmed Khan, Speaking to a
large gathering of students
and teachers, Haroon Ahmed
Khan highlighted the Om-
budsiman office’s commit-
ment fo addressing publlc
grievances sw
without requiring legal repne—
sentation. He emphasized that

awareness 8

any citizen can file a com-
plaint against a provincial de-
partiment even on plain paper
and assured that immediate

7, action would be taken to re-

solve gen ssues. Associ-
ate Professor Muhammad

Haroon Lohar and Principal
Gul Hassan Sodho raised -
slitutional concems during
the seminar, 1o which the Re-
gional Director responded by
promising practical support
upon written submission.

Sindh Employees
Alliance escalates protest
with office lockdown in

Tando Allahyar

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR
Tando Allahyar wit-
nessed a massive protest
as Sindh Employees Al-
liance locked down of-
fices and schools de-
manding the withdrawal
of pension cuts and ap-
proval of other al-

lowances. Employees
wore black armbands

and raised slogans for
their rights. Revenue and
education department
workers also staged sep-
arate protests. Leaders
warned that if demands
are ignored. millions of
employees will march to
Bilawal House. Govern-
ment offices across all
three Tando Allahyar
talukas remained closed
in solidarity.

Tando Bago
employees rally against
government’s anti-worker
policies

Eid Milad-un-Nabi marked with fervent
celebratios at schools in NW

By Yousif Rind

NAWAB WALI MUHAM-
MAD: Eid Milad-un-Nabi ?
was celebrated with great de-
wvotion at various schools near
Nawab Wali Muhammad. A
large gathering took place at
Government  Boys  High
School Bachalpur, where stu-
dents, teachers, and local digni-
taries participated enthusiasti-
cally. Students recited heartfelt
Naats, honoring the life and
teachings of the Holy Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad 7. A simi-
lar event was held at Govem-
ment Boys Primary School

00N
Bacho Rahu, beginning with
the recitation of the Holy
Quran by Muzammil Rahu.
Under the supervision of Head-
master Muhammad Urs Kako
and teacher Zahid Hussain
Rahu, young students includ-
ing Mahnoor Rahu, Samiran

Rahu, Sahana Rahu, Raja Zee-
shan Rahu, Afzal Rahu, Sh
ban Rahu, and Farhan Rahu re-
cited Naats. Teacher Jamshed
Ali Rahu and others high-
lighted the noble character and
sacred qualities of the Holy
Prophet 7 during the event

Prominent Tando Alam notable Ali

Hassan Shah Khatti passes away

By Kamran Hidayat

SUJAWAL: The respected
figure of Tando Alam and the
Syed Khatti community, Ali
Hassan Shah Khatti, passed
away after a brief illness.
News of his demise cast a
mourming shadow over Tando
Alam. Hundreds of moumers
gathered to pay their last re-
spects as the deceased was
laid to rest in the local ceme-
tery with tearful eves. Among

dees were MPA Shah

By Sher Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: On
the call of Sindh Em-

3 ployees Alliance. em-

ployees of wvarious
government  depart-
ments in Tando Bago
held a protest, locking
down offices. schools,
colleges, hospitals,
revenue and engineer-
ing offices. Hundreds
of employees from or-
ganizations including
GSTA, PTA, Paramed-

ical, All Pakistan Clerk
Association, GRWA,
and Revenue Staff
Union marched from
High School Tando
Bago to the Press
Club, raising slogans
against pension cuts
and denial of rightful
allowances. Leaders
demanded the govern-
ment accept their legit-
imate demands or face
a large sit-in at Bi-
lawal House on Octo-

ber 6,

the
Hussain Shah Sheerazi, Syed Mohabbat Ali, Races Sharif, citizens

T\aseer Shah Shirazi. Rais
Abdullah Khan Laghari, Syed
Abdullah Shah  Bukhari,
Raees Mushtaq Laghari,
Malik Javed Laghari, Races

senior journalist Abdughafur
Palipoto, Kamran Ali Khatti,
along with political, social,
religious, and nationalist
leaders and thousands of

Digri rocked by
Sindh Employees Alliance protest
over pension cuts

By Faroog Randhawa
DIGRI: Digri witnessed a

complete shutdown of schools
and government offices as
Sindh Employees Alliance

called for a protest and work
boycott from September 23 to
27. Leaders demanded the im-
mediate repeal of pension de-
ductions and restoration of al-
lowances  like

Protesters warmned of further
actions, including a sit-in at
Bilawal House, to protect
government employees’ rights
and ensure fair treatment by

RA. the Sindh government

Hingorja employees launch five-day

protest under Smdh Alllance banner

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORIJA: Hingorja wit-
nessed a complete lockdown of
govemment schools and of-
fices as Sindh Employees Al-
It protested against unfair
policies affecting teachers and

# mands aren’t met, profests

wgu

8 They urged the Sindh govemn-

‘4 ment to address employee

°.|:|IT i eaders wamex! that if de-

grievances fairly and called on
Sindh police to join the move-
ment for workers” nghts
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Barcelona’s Gavi
faces another
surgery blow
w

The 21-year-old Spain inter-
national, Gavi, will undergo
knee surgery to resolve alin-
gering meniscus  injury,
Barcelona confirmed in a
statement.

Barca's midfielder tore
his anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) in November 2023
and has also not appeared for
the Catalan club due to a
knee issue in August 2025
after playing in Barca's open-
ing two matches of the sea-
SOT.

The team has not an-
nounced any date for his re-
covery, but according to
Spanish media. he would be
sidelined for five to six
weeks

Barcelona mentioned in a
statement that the midfielder
underwent intense sporting
stress tests, but the doctors
concluded that, for the best
possible recovery, he will un-
dergo arthroseopic examina-
fion
"Gavi underwent intense

sporting stress tests after fin-
ishing his conservation
course of treatment for the
radial injury to the internal
meniscus in his right knee."
Barca said in a statement
"The conclusion is that in
order to guarantee the best
possible recovery and return
to competitive action this
Tuesday Gavi will undergo
an arthroscopic examina-
tion."

The Catalan club has lost
another key midfielder, Fer-
min Lopez, due to aleg mus-
cle injury in their 3-0 win
over Getafe on Sunday.

Several players

Barcelona are f & in-
Juries, including left-back
Lamlm Yamal, full-back

Alejandro Balde, and goal-
keeper Marc-Andre ter Ste-
gen.

Barca, who are two
points behind LaLiga leaders
Real Madrid, next travel to
Real Oviedo in the league on
Thursday —Agency

De Zerbi calls PSG

triumph one of his

greatest Marseille
moments

MARSEILLE: Olympique
de  Marseille  manager
Roberto De¢ Zerbi described
his side’s 1-0 victory over
Paris Saint-Germain in Ligue
1 as one of the best days
since his arrival at the club,
following a historic win at
the Stade Vélodrome.

Marseille defeated their
fiercest rivals at home for the
first time since 2011, with
Nayef Aguerd’s early header
proving decisive.

Last  season, PSG
clinched their fourth consec-
utive league title, while Mar-
seille finished as runners-up.

De Zerbi expressed his
delight after the game, call-
ing it a defining moment for
both himself and the team,
but also urged his players to
stay focused ahead of Fri-
day’s clash against Stras.
bow

"It's one of the best days
since | arrived. 1 came here
for the Velodrome and to

beat PSG the team that rep-
resents power, that has been
winning without rival for
years, which T don't accept in
my philosophy,” De Zerbi
said

"But we haven't done
anything yet: the most im-
portant thing is Friday in
Strasbourg, to take another
step towards the goal of
building a great team.”

The win carried more
weight than just three points,
lifting Marseille to sixth
place in the table with nine
points, three behind PSG,
who sit behind leaders
Monaco only on goal differ-
ence.

Marseille will now look
to build momentum from this
landmark triumph when they
face Strasbourg next week-
end. PSG, meanwhile, suf-
fered their first defeat of the
season and will aim to
bounce back when they host
Auxerre.—Agency

Face of the Day

Name: Ahmed Khan

rike a pose if you love modeling
like

Location: Karachi

Ravichandran Ashwin eyes historic BBL
run as four franchises battle for him

MELBOURNE: Veteran In-
dian spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin is poised to make
history as the first capped In-
dian male cricketer to feature
in Australia’s Big Bash
League (BBL), with four
franchises competing to se-
cure his services for the latter
stages of the upcoming sea-
son.

According to  reports,
Sydney Thunder, Hobart
Hurricanes, Sydney Sixers
and Adelaide Strikers are in
the race to sign the India
great. Thunder and Hurri-
canes are believed to be lead-
ing the chase, with a final de-
cision expected later this
week

No intemationally capped
Indian male player has previ-
ously participated in the
BBL. However, Ashwin’s re-
tirement from the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) earlier
this year has opened the door
for him to feature in overseas
franchise leagues for the first
time.

Under the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI) regulations, only
tired Indian cricketers are
permitted to play in foreign
T20 competitions. In recent
years, several former India
stars have taken that route

Dinesh Karthik tumed out
for Paarl Royals in SA20,
Ambati Rayudu featured for
St Kitts & Nevis Patriots in
the CPL and MI Emirates in
the ILT20, while Robin
Uthappa, Yusuf Pathan, and
Suresh Raina have all repre-
sented franchises in overseas
leagues.

re- auction in the UAE,

A=Jm|n ha: already com-
mitted to the inaugural ILT20
sched-
uled for next Tuesday
Should he be picked, he will
play in the toumnament,
which will run from Decem-
ber 2 to January 4.

The BBL season begins
on December 14 wnd contin-

able for three to four league
matches and the finals, if his
team qualifies. His proposed
deal is also expected to in-
clude the 2026-27 BBL sea-
son. BBL clubs are allowed

only three overseas players in
their playing XI, with addi-
tional overseas signings pos-
sible as replacements. If any

| players are released to partic-

ipate in the SA20, Ashwin
could fill their spot

Although he did not nom-
inate himself in the overseas
draft earlier this vear, league
rules provide exemptions for
players whose circumstances
have changed — a precedent
previously set by Martin
Guptill (Melbourne Rene-
gades, 2022-23) and Nat
Sciver-Brunt (Perth
Scorchers, WBBL).

While teams will need to
manage Ashwin’s salary
within their allocated purse,
it is expected that a market-
ing partnership with Cricket
Australia will help offset the

- cost.

The BBL also allows
franchises to exceed the cap
by five percent in a given
year, provided it is balanced
out across a (hree-year
cycle—Agency

Lamine Yamal’s father blasts Ballon
d’Or jury in fiery rant

Lamine Yamal's father,
Mounir  Nasraou,  has
slammed the jury after his
son came second to Paris
Saint-Germain (PSG) for-
ward Ousmane Dembele in
the Ballon d"Or voting.

Dembele played a deci-
sive role in PSG's historic
an., guiding the club to
rer UEFA Champi-
ons League triumph

The French forward had
an outstanding 2024-25 sea-
son, recording 35 goals and
16 assists in 53 appearan
across competitions for tre-
ble-winners PSG

However, Yamal's father
believes his son 1s the best
plaver in the world right now
and ‘this is the biggest moral
damage done to a human

being’ by not giving him the
Ballon d"Or.

"I think this is the biggest,
1 won't say theft, but moral
damage done to a human
being because 1 believe
Lamine Yamal is the best
player in the wm]d by far,
a huge margin," Nasraou
said

"It's not because he's my
son but because he's the best
player in the world. I believe
there are no rivals. Lamine is
Lamine Yamal. Something
very strange has happened
here, Next year there will be

by a Spanish Ballon d'Or win-

Yamal who is consid-
as the future

ner
ered

of

Barcelona and Spain national
teamn has emerged as one of

| the biggu' stars of current

gm-.nmun following a stellar

24/25 campaign in which
he racked up an 1swn|>hmx
18 goals and 2!

umphs in La Liga, the Copa
del Rey, and the Spanish
Super Cup.

But Barcelona presi-
dent Joan Laporta believes
the Champions League
was the difference be-
tween Yamal and Ous-
mane Dembele in the Bal-
lon d'Or race

"I think winning the
Champions League has
had its weight," Laporta
said —Agency

Atlanta Braves storm to dominant
rout and extend stunning win streak

ATLANTA: Michael Harris
1T delivered an outstanding
performance with three hits
and three RBIs, powering the
Atlanta Braves to an 11-5
victory over the Washington
Nationals at Truist Park on
Monday, extending their win-
ning streak to mine

Harris went 3-for-3 with a
double, a run scored, and
three stolen bas
Marcell Ozuna also tallied
three hits.

Rookie catcher Drake
Baldwin chipped in with two
hits and two RBls, including
a decisive two-run single,
and Romald Acuia Jr
smashed his 19th home run
of the season

The Braves erupted in the
third inning with a five-run
outburst that saw 11 players

come to the plate, . opening up
a commanding 7-1 lead. A
bases-loaded walk to Acufia,
followed by RBI hits from
Ozuna and Harris, set the
stage for Baldwin's clutch
knock

The inning also saw
drama when Nationals in-
terim manager Miguel Cairo
was ejected by first base um-

pire Manny Gonzalez after
disputing a check-swing rul-
ing

Later in the same l‘lﬂﬂ\E,
Atlanta suffered a setback
when Ozzie Albies exited the
game with a fractured hamate
bone in his left wrist, an in-
jury that will sideline him for
the rest of the season

On the mound, Chris Sale

earmed the win despite sur-
rendering five runs over five
mnings. Nationals starter
MacKenzie Gore struggled,
ust over two innings
and allowing four runs to
take the loss,

Washington’s offense was
highlighted by Nasim Nifiez,
who led off the game with a
home run, while Andrés
Chaparro and Dylan Crews
added RBIs

But Atlanta’s relentless
lineup proved too much to
handle as the Braves
reached double digits in
runs for the sixth time dur-
ing their current streak

The series continues
Tuesday when Washing-
ton’s Brad Lord faces At-

lanta’s Hurston Wal-
drep gency

allowance

Chaos in PHF as
players wait
endlessly for daily

payments

Hockey Federation (PHF)
has come under scrutiny for
overlooking the issue of
players’ daily allowances,

sources revealed.

ccording to the sources,
while the federation was
busy finalising arrangements
with the govemment for the
upcoming  Pro  Hockey
League, it neglected to ad-

dress the pla\er‘ dues.

Each player is entitled to
an international daily al-
lowance of PKR 30,000,
amounting to nearly PKR
500,000 per tour,

The delay has sparked
frustration among national
pld\xrs who have yet to re-
ceive their international al-
lowances more than six
weeks after the conclusion of

LAHORE: The Pakistan

the FIH Nations Cup.
In contrast, players have
only been paid domestic al-
lowances, reportedly at a re-
duced rate of PKR 2,500 per
day instead of PKR 3.0
“It’s difficult to manage
household expenses on just
domestic allowances. We re-
main committed to represent-
ing Pakistan, but we also
have families to support,”
players expressed

The uncertainty has
pushed several plavers to
explore alternative oppor-
tunities, including partici-
pation in international
leagues and tournaments
abroad. “What can players
do? Life has to go on, and
we must grab an
to play overseas,
added —Agency

Cardinals claw

past Giants to

keep wild-card
hopes alive

SAN FRANCISCO: The St
Louis Cardinals kept their
National League wild-card
hopes alive with a hard-
fought 6-5 victory over the
San Francisco Giants at Ora-
¢le Park,

Trailing 4-2, Ivan Herrera
ignited a pivotal four-run
fifth inning with his 18th
home run of the season, tying

the game
After Lars Nootbaar's
single, Herrera’s  blast

sparked the rally that gave
the Cardinals the lead for
good. Pedro Pagés and Jor-
dan Walker added run-scor-
ing groundouts to capitalise
on the Giants’ defensive
lapses.

San Francisco had built
an early advantage behind
Heliot Ramos, who hit his

19th hume run and later de-
livered a two-RBI single in
the fourth to make it 4-2
Rafael Devers added a solo
shot in the fifth, but the Gi-
ants” bats went quiet after-
ward, managing just one hit
over the final four innings
Michael McGreevy was
credited with the win despite
allowing all five Giants runs.
The bullpen shut the
door, with Ryan Fernandez,
John King, Kyle Leahy, and
Giovanny Gallegos combin-
ing for four scoreless in-
nings.
Romero notched
eighth save of the season.
Giants starter Justin Ver-
lander struggled, surrender-
ing nine hits and six runs
(four eamed) in 4 1/3 in-
nings.—Agency
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Taylor Swift gets
ex-cop arrested:
“Tried serving her
deposition papers!'

Taylor Swift has just
forced an ex-cop into police
custody for the way he at-
tempted to serve her papers
for a deposition.

The whole thing hap-
pened over a month ago, be-
fore 2 am on the 15th of Sep-
tember.

According to RadarOn-
line, the entire thing hap
pened outside Travis
home, in Leawood, Kansas

Per court documents the
arrest happened because the
ex-cop turned private eye,
Justin  Lee Fisher, tried
“jumping the fence onto a
private residence in a private
neighborhood,” in order to

deliver the deposition papers
What is pertinent to men-
tmn is that (h» deposition re-

d S‘Mft s name
text messages.
Just two days before this

some

as
also requested. But in a
ction, the ju

Ihur

ligations now prevent her
from appearing for a deposi-

ble partners;

now, she has addre: her
views on men

During an intervi W with

Vogue Italia, she

continues that she
"feels adored and inspired
and loved by some of them
and really confused and at-
tacked and ridiculed by

“Part of life is making
light of moments that maybe
mdh us uncomfartable, or at
§ fw rm " the

Tears hitmal

tion_prior to October 20,
2025,

=

Elsewhere in Ilh, inter-

s Plea

thlnk Ihcu men hd'\t bun a

Sabrina Carpenter
bares all with blunt
take on men

Please
e teases her work
on anew album. "I'm doing a
lot of writing right now.
which you wouldn't probably
P Ialu.r two alh\lm\ two
in a row" she
magic writing
my bedroom, or it's
outside. Although T get many
bug bites... Once ct
enough bug bites, T go w
ing and I'm just refreshing,
the singer says.

In the meanwhile, Sab-
rina is set to feature in the
2026 Coachella along with
Justin Bicber and Kajol G

Man's Best Friend is
streaming on  Apple
Music, Spotify, and other
digital streaming plat-
forms

s

Olivia Rodrigo stuns
fans with dreamy love
and wishes photo drop

was wrapped up last month

So, to let fans know what

up to, Olivia Ro-

ares photos of herself
social media.

On Instagram, she posts a

s of images that giv a
of what she is doing
in her downtime. Th
on them read,
wishes."

Olivia Rodrigos love &
wishes photos on social
media

Meanwhile, on the social
media platform, the traitor
singer speaks out against the
suspension of Jimmy Kim-
mel over his remarks on
Charlie Kirk's killer.

“I'm so upset over this

rship and abuse
of power. | stand with Jimmy
Kimmel and 1 stand for fre
dom of speech.” she pens in
apost
Since his suspension
caused much uproar, ABC's
parent company, Disney, in a
staterrent, has now reinstated
his Jimmy Kimmel Live!

¢ show

"Last Wednesday, we
made the decision to suspend
production on the show to
avoid further inflaming a
tense situation at an emo-
tional moment for our coun-
try," the statement read.

"Itis a d
because we
comments were ill-timed and
thus insensitive," it said
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Ayaz Latif Palijo slams

system at Aga Khan School
awards in Hyderabad

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD:  Qaumi
Awami Tehreek President
Ayaz Latif Palijo, chief guest
at the Aga Khan School’s an-
nual awards ceremony in
Mubarak  Colony, con-
demned Sindh’s deteriorating
education system, blaming
corrupt rulers for its collapse.
He criticized outdated curric-
ula, emphasizing the need for
modern, scientific education
and stressed that girls’ educa-
tion is vital for Sindh’s
progress. Palijo called on stu-
dents, teachers, and profes-
sionals to embrace knowl-
edge and  technology,
warning that isolation and 1g-
norance threaten the region
He denounced corruption,
terrorism, and favoritism for
undermining institutions and
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sis of millions of children de-
prived of education

Larkana education officials

and teachers hail PPP leader

Aijaz Ahmed Laghari on his
Umrah return

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: Education de-
partment officials and teach-
ers in Larkana congratulated
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
leader Ejaz Ahmed Leghari
on successfully performing
Umrah. TEO Larkana Munir

Ali Bhutto, teacher leader
Syed Zafar Ali Shah, Sohail
Akhtar Khosa, Nalay Mitho
Naich, and others visited
Garhi Khuda Bux Bhutto,
where they presented flower
garlands and extended their
heartfelt greetings to Aijaz
Ahmed Laghari, who is also

the General Secretary of PPP
Larkana district and Chair-
man of the District Council
On  the occasion, PPP
Larkana Taluka President and
District Council Vice Chair-
man Asadullah Bhutto and
other party members were
also present.

Neglect of Phuleli canal
branches raises alarming
breach risks near Matli

By Nooral Khamisani

MATLI Dug to prolonged
negligence by the Irrigation
Depariment, the Murad Wah
and Matli Branch (Peer Wah)
canals offshoots of the
Phuleli Canal are in a deteri-
orated state, with embank-

ments weakened and canal
banks severely eroded
These canals, which
cross the Matli-Phalkara
road, now face a high risk
of breaches. Despite receiv-
ing Rs 12 crore annually
under the Maintenance and
Repair (M&R) fund, locals

allege the funds are mis-
used through non-transpar-
ent tenders in obscure
newspapers, Residents de-
mand urgent repairs, n-
ing that further inaction
could lead to major agricul-
tural and infrastructural
damage.

Thul schools and

Sindh’s collapsing education | offices locked down

as employee protests
grip the town

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: In response to a call
by the Sindh Employees Al-
liance, Government Abdul
Majeed Khosa and Syed
Eisan Shah High Schools in
Thul were locked down as
part of a protest. The demon-
stration was led by GSTA
Taluka President, Teacher
Shafig Ahmed Noonari. Par-
ticipating teachers included
Mazhar Ali Shah, Amanullah

Msngi, Muhammad Younis
Dayo, Ashiq Menghi, Asif
Khosa, Abdul Sattar Khosa,
Fareed Ahmed Soomro,
Muhammad Ali Dayo, and
Muhammad Umar Sarki
Meanwhile, Population De-
partment employees Abdul
Wahid Sarki and
Mehmoodan Golo led a sim-
ilar lockdown protest at their
office. The protesters vowed
to continug until their de-
mands are met.

Umerkot
government offices
shut tight as Sindh
Employees Alliance

flexes power

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: Like the rest of
Sindh, Umerkot’s Pithoro,
Samaro, Shadi, Palli, Kunri,
Dhoronaro, and Chhor also
witnessed a total lockdown
of government offices on the
call of the Sindh Employees
Alliance. Government em-
ployees of Higher Secondary
Schools, Degree Colleges,
Taluka Hospital Pithoro,
Revenue Office, and other

local departments wore black
armbands and closed offices
in protest against hostile gov-
emment policies. Schools
and colleges barred students
from entering, while at
Taluka Hospital, all depart-
ments except the emergency
hut down. Rev-
also locked their
doors. Protesters raised black
flags and vowed to continue
the strike until their demands
are met,

University of Sindh
teachers rise in protest
over pension cuts

Duty evaders in Naushehro
Feroze warned of strict action by
Municipal Committee Chairman

By Hasnain Shahid

NAUSHEHRQ FEROZE
Chairman of the Municipal
Committee, Dr. Kashif
Memon, in a press confer-
ence, vowed to resolve the
legitimate issues of munici-
pal employees but made it
clear that habitual absentees
and duty evaders would re-
ceive no concessions. He
stated that employees are re-
ceiving full salaries and pen-
sions on time, with no cuts or
delays. However, some

workers continue to neglect ployees will face strict legal tected

duties while drawing salar
impacting city cleanliness.
He warned that such em-

action and that only those
fulfilling responsibilities will
have their interests pro-

Grand Eid Milad-un-Nabi
celebrated with zeal at Govt
Primary School Sagheer Colony

\

By By Shahid Majeed Majeed

JHUDO
Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH)
gathering was organized at
Government Primary School,

Sain Pardat Kumar. Special
guests included PPP City
President Mir Irfan Khan
Talpur, Vice Chairman Haj
Zatar  Hussain  Arain,
preacher Maulana ljaz Ali
Sakandari, senior journalist
Shahid Majeed Qaimkhani,
councilor Dado Yar Muham-
mad Khaskheli, and school
staff.  Students presented

naats and speeches which tration ami students for their Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH)

A splendid Eid §

were warmly received by at-
tend

pri

By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHORO: Teachers at
the University of Sindh, led
by the Sindh University
Teachers’ Association
(SUTA), staged a protest and
boycotted classes against the
Sindh government's pension
cut from 65% to 15%. They

demanded restoration of pen-
sions, allowance reinstate-
ments, and recruitment quo-
tas for families of deceased
employees

The protest, supported by
FAPUASA and Sindh Em-
ployees Alliance, signals on-
going resistance until their
demands are met,

Khairpur teachers
march against
shocking pension
reductions for retirees

By Naeem Shaikh
KHAIRPUR: Government

ellent arrangements and

mehﬂklztd the m,

Elementary School teachers
protested against recent pen-
sion cuts imposed on public

o | employees. Led by Taugeer

Ali Shah and other leaders,
the demonstration high-
lighted how pensions are cru-

e
cial for retirees facing soar-
ing inflation. Speakers con-
demned the government for
denying rightful relief and
vowed to continue their
protest campaign until the
decision is reversed, de-
manding the restoration of
pension benefits for retired
employees

Keti Bandar brought to a
standstill as Sindh Employees
Alliance protest gathers steam

Shahpur Chakar government offices fall
silent amid province-wide strike

By Aftab Hussain Mallah

SHAHPUR CHAKAR: A
massive protest erupted in
Shahpur Chakar as employ-
ees from various departme
including education, heal
and irrigation staged rallies
and locked down government

uﬁu in response to contro-
pension reforms. Led
bw GSTA, APCA, and others,
the demonstrators  con-
demned the new policy call-
ing it an attack on employ-
ees” livelihoods

Teachers, doctors, para-
medics, and clerks declared

a complete halt of operations
across Sindh, warmning that if
their demands including
payment of pensions and
DRA allowances are not
met, the movement will es-
calate further, and the gov-
emment will bear full re-

sponsibility

By Sajid Ali Janyare

KETI BANDAR: Govemn-
ment schools, office:

were complet
of a province-wide protest
called by the Sindh Employ-

ces Alliance. Demonstrators
demanded restoration of pen-

sion rights, payment of group
insurance, reinstatement of
the Sindh job quota, and

ck
d bolizing resistance GSTA

mate employee
c

Taluka  President Niaz
Ahmed Memon and other
leaders warned that the
movement will escalate if the
government fails to act. The
strike disrupted educational
and administrative ic
with protestors asserting they
are fighting for lawful, long-
denied employee rights

Hope in Larkana as unemployed
youth, women and transgender
community handed business grants

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: In a significant
initiative to combat unem-
ployment, Pakistan Microfi-
nance Network (PMN), with
the support of the United Na-
tions Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), dis-
tributed grant cheques to un-
employed youth, women, and
transgender persons to start

their own businesses. The
ceremony was held at a local
hotel in Larkana, with Khair
Muhammad Shaikh, Presi-
dent of the Larkana Chamber
of Commerce, as the chief
guest. PMN and UNIDO rep-
resentatives including Syed
Shafgat Hussain Shah, Babar
Aziz, Zulfigar Ali, Fatima
Jaffari, Tayab Saqib, and Ali
Gul Solangi were also pres-

ent. Organizers shared that
out of 200 received applica-
tions, S0 individuals were se-
lected in the first phase to re-
ceive grant cheques totaling
Rs 24.9 million. They ex-
pressed hope that the recipi-
ents would now launch small
businesses and contribute to
supporting their families,
helping reduce unemploy-
ment in the region

Commissioner lauds
efforts to preserve historic
Besant Hall

By Mugeem Keerio

HYDERABAD: Commis-
sioner Fayaz Hussain Abbasi
visited Besant Hall and
lauded the Endowment Fund
Trust for Preservation of the
Heritage of Sindh and the
hall’s management for main-
taining this cultural land-
mark. He praised the libraries
for providing an inspiring en-
vironment for readers and
students and admired the ex-
hibition displaying rare pic-
tures of Quai
Commissioner highlighted
the Trust’s valuable publica-
tions as a significant resource

of the region. He ﬂlm ap]m-
ciated the building’s
architecture and expressed

e-Azam. The reflecting the literary history confidence that Besant Hall

will remain a vital institution

@ preserving Sindh’s heritage

for future generations.

Literary world mourns as renowned
book depot owner Iftikhar Arain
passes away in Daulatpur

By Aijaz Ali Jokhio

DAULATPUR: Iftikhar Ali
Arain, the well-known owner
of Iftikhar Book Depot in
Daulatpur’s historic Shahi
Bazaar, passed away at the
age of 65 due 1o a heart at-

|| tack. Widely respected in the

city, his death has left the
community in mouming Po-

lincal leaders, business asso-

ciations, social activists, and
otganizalion representatives
expressed deep sorrow, call-
ing him a “shining chapter in
Daulatpur’s history that has
now come to an end.” His fu-
neral prayer will be held this
evening i ncestral vil-
lage, Deh Phulel. Commu-
nity members have described
his passing as an irreparable
loss

PPP Dadu kicks off
membershlp drive

By Javed Laghari

DADU: Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Dadu District
President and MPA Barrister
Pir Mujeeb-ul-Hagq has offi-

cially started the process of

collecting membership forms

as part of the party's new or- &

ganizational restructuring. At
Pir House Dadu, PPP District
Information Secretary Mir
Saddam Hussain Bulharo
submitted the restructuring
forms. Political and social
leader Sardar Rajab Khan
Shahani, Deputy General

Secretary PPP Dadu, Senior President of PPP Taluka Johi process

Vice President PPP Taluka
Dadu, and the Senior Vice

also submitted their forms as
part of the reorganization

Kot Ghulam Muhammad teachers stage

dramatic school lockdown protest

By Zohaib Ali Baloch

KOT GHULAM MUHAM-
MAD: In response to the
Sindh Employees Alliance's
province-wide call for a
strike from September 23 to
27, teachers in Kot Ghulam
Muhammad locked down
schools and staged protests.
Outside the Kot Ghulam
Muhammad Boys High
School, leaders from GSTA
and GOAS, including
Muhammad Aslam
Qaimkhani, Sain Wazeer
Khaskheli, Sain Amir Ali
Nondani, and Sain Zubair

Arain, led the protest

Wearing black armbands,
they locked the school gates
and raised slogans demand-
ing their legitimate rights,

calling for immediate atten-
tion from the authorities to
resolve long-standing issues
faced by govenment em-
ployees

Traditional mela of Syed Qabool Shah
Ghazi draws crowds near Shadl Palli

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The annual
Mela of Syed Qabool Shah
Ghazi near Shadi Palli began
with the traditional chadar
offering led by Zafar Bhatti,
followed by the first of five
Malakhro {traditional

restling) matches featuring
wrestlers from across the re-
gion, celebratin,
ture. The festival grounds
were adomed with children's
swings, toy and sweet stalls,
and local food vendors, in-
cluding popular fish karahi
stalls. Wrestlers received
prizes from community
members and notables, while
Headmaster Shaamir Kumb-
har of Government High
School Shadi Palli provided

half-price tokens to students
for rides and circus activities,

promoting community en-
gagement and festivity
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Sindh cabinet takes digital leap,
declares CM Murad

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHI: Sindh Chi
Minister Murad Ali &
announced that the provin-
cial cabinet has been fully
digitized, marking a si nif-
icant step toward e-gover-
nance.Speaking to the
media, the chief minister
stated that all cabinet
members have been pro-
vided with iPads. From
now on, no physical files
will be used during cabinet
meetings, as all documents
and agendas will be shared
digitally. He added that

each minister has received
the complete cabinet
agenda on their devices,
ensuring efficiency, trans-
parency, and a paperless
w o T 1 n ~4
environment Murad ~ Ali

1¢

Shah emphasized that the
initiative reflects the govern-
ment’s commitment to
adopting modern technology
forbetter govemance and fister
cision-making  processes
Sindh.—RT/Agency

mn

JI leader blasts
Mayor Murtaza Wahab, accuses him
of masking fallures

KARACHI: Opposition
Leader in the Karachi Met-
ropolitan Corporation

(KMC), Advocate Saifud- 8

din of Jamaat-e-Islami,
strongly criticized Mayor
Murtaza Wahab's press
conference, alleging that
the mavor was deflecting
from corruption charges by
targeting J1

Saifuddin claimed that
Karachi’s citizens are
praying for relief from the
Pakistan Peoples Party
{PPP), while serious alle-
gations persist regarding
land encroachment in
Bagh Ibn-e-Qasim, corrup-
tion in Hub Canal projects,
and irregularities on

Shahrah-e-Bhutto He fur-
ther alleged that the KMC
has become a “hub of cor-
ruption” where up to 70
percent commission is
taken on tenders, while the
Sindh government with-
holds development funds.
According to him, corrup-
tion worth Rs. 3,360 bil-

KARACHI: A soulful
Mehfil-e-Milad ? was
organized by social fig-
ure Rizwan Akhtar Arain
at One Stop Oil Change
near Shehbaz Petrol
Pump, Gulshan-e-
Hadeed. Renowned naat
khawans recited naats in

Gulshan-e-Hadeed
hosts soulful
Mehfil-e-Milad led by
Rizwan Akhtar Aram

praise of the Holy
Prophet ?. TLP's Faroog
ul Hassan Qadri, schol-
ars, political leaders,
and cnmmunny mem-
bers attended. Speakers
highlighted the impor-
tance of following the
Seerat-un-Nabi and
promoting peace and
unity in society.

2

lion has drained Karachi’s
resources under PPP’s
rule. Reassuring resi-
dents, the JI leader
vowed that the people of
Karachi would not be
left alone and pledged
continued opposition
against comuption and mis-
management—RT/Ageney

Karachi lights up in green to
mark Saudi Arabia’s 95th
Natlonal Day

KARACHI: On the occa-
sion of Saudi Arabia’s 95th
National Day, Karachi was
decorated in solidarity with
the Kingdom, following the
directives of Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Khan Tessori.
Various prominent loca-

tions across the city were

adorned with decorative
lights and posters commem-
orating the Saudi National
Day. The initiative reflects
the strong bilateral ties and
cultural affinity between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
Meanwhile, Saudi Ara-
bia is celebrating its Na-
tional Day with great enthu-

siasm, Major roads and
buildings across the King-
dom have been decorated
with national flags, while
special events and cere-
monies are being held in
different cities.

Governor Tessori’s ges-

ture highlights Pakistan’s
longstands

tions with Saudi Arabia, as
both nations continue to
reaffirm their bond of
friendship and cooperation
on this historic
occasion —RT/Agency

teachers’ protest enters ninth day over

Karachi music

long- delayed jommg letters
By Dildar Seelro

KARACHI: Music teach-
ers in Karachi sustained
their protest outside the
Press Club for the ninth
consecutive day, demand-
ing the issuance of their
joining letters. They con-
demned police brutality
during a recent peaceful
demonstration, which re-
sulted in baton charges
and the arrest of 22 pro-
testors, including promi-
nent anlS and artists,
who were later released

after legal intervention
The teachers rejected the
Sindh Education Minis-
ter’s claim that the matter
is in court and vowed to
continue their sit-in until

their demands are ful-
filled. Political and social
leader: along  with
have expressed
solidarity with the
protest

35,000 parents across Sindh
refuse polio drops for children,
sparking health alarm

KARACHL: During the re-
cent anti-polio campaign in
Sindh, as many as 35,000
parents refused to adminis-
ter polio drops to their chil-
dren, with the majority of
refusals reported from
Karachi

According to media re-
ports, 34,000 refusals came
from Karachi alone, where
in District East over 8,000
parents declined vaccina-
tion. The province-wide
campaign was conducted
from September 1 to 7
across 25 districts, with a
target of administering polio
drops to more than 2.1 mil-
lion children in Karachi

Health officials have ex-
pressed concern over the
high refusal rate. warning
that such resistance poses a
serious threat to Pakistan’s
ongoing efforts to eradicat
polio. Despite extens;
awareness campaigns, mis-
conceptions and mistrust

a

surrounding  vaccination
continue to hinder progress.

Authorities have urged
parents to cooperate, stress-

and for achieving a polio-

free Pakistan —RT/Agency

kidnapped Landhi child recounts
harrowing ordeal

KARACHI: A tragic incident of
child abduction has shaken
Landhi, where a father reported
that his son went missing after
stepping outside the house in the
evening The distressed father told
reporters, “T personally dropped
and picked my son from school,
but that evening he went outside:
and never came back.” His state-

Father of

ment reflects the family’s anguish
and growing concem over the
child’s whereabouts.

Local police have been in-
formed, and a search operation
has been initiated in sumounding
areas. Authorities are also review-
ing CCTV footage and question-
ing neartry residents to trace the
rissing child The incident has

sparked fiear among residents of
Landhi, with parents urging au-
thorities to strengthen security
and take swift action against
those involved in child abduc-
tions. Community members have
joined the search efforts, while
the: family has appealed for im-
mediate  Tecovery  of  the

KARACHI
North Kar.
are facing seve

mg filthy water
accumulated on streets and
creating an environment ripe
for disease outbreaks.
According to  locals,
stagnant sewage has led to a
surge in mosquitoes, trigger-
ing cases of malaria,
dengue, diarrhea, and other

Sewerage collapse in
North Karachi Sector SE
unleash_e_s»healthvcrisis

s concerned authoriti

peated wmplalms

hc Karachi

Mayor Murtaza Wahab
slams opposition for dragging

disputes into courts

ﬁ\”rm“uy

KARACHI Mayor
Karachi Murtaza Wahab,
while addressing a press
conference on Monday,
said that those who believe
in democracy and parlia-
ment must decide whether
political disputes should be
resolved within the council
or in the courts. He re-
marked that Opposition

Leader Saifuddin has cho- |

sen the latter instead of
parliamentary politics.
Wahab stated that de-
spite hurdles created by
the opposition, the budget
session successfully ap-
proved tax increases in the
council. He added that his

1B.4

administration is continu-
ing development work in
the city regardless of polit-
ical roadblocks.
Highlighting past
achievements, the mayor

said, “We have cleansed
Karachi of terrorism, and

‘l

now we will rid the uty of
hypocrisy as well.” He
stressed that double stan-
dards cannot be accepted,
declaring, “It cannot be
that whatever you do is
right, but whatever we do
is wrong."—RT/Agency
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KCCI urges FBR
to extend income and sales tax

filing deadlines

KARACHI: The Karachi
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (KCCI) has urged
Chairman Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) Rashid
Mahmood Langrial to ex-
tend the statutory deadlines
for hllnk Income Tax and
Cl!l ng
hcal dif-
ficulties faced by taxpayers
In a communication to
the FER chief, KCCI Presi-
dent Muhammad Jawed Bil-
wani requested that the last
date for filing Income Tax
Returns for Tax Year 2025
be extended from Septem-
ber 30 to October 31, 2025
He also sought a one-month
extension in the deadline

Water and Curpu»
ration (KWSB) “has in-
creased water bills by Rs
32, further frustrating
residents who complain
that service guality has
worsened instead of im-
proving —RT/Agency

KARACHI: Gold prices in
Pakistan surged to an all-
time high on Monday, with
a sharp increase recorded in
local markets.

According to the All
Pakistan Gems and Jew-
ellers Association, the price
of gold rose by Rs. 5,1

larly, the rate for 10 grams
of gold jumped by Rs.
4,372, now standing at Rs.
341,906,

The surge in domestic

Gold prices smash
records, hit historic
highs across Pakistan

prices is linked to develop-
n the international
market, where gold climbed
per ounce, pushing
the global rate to $3,770
Traders noted that rising
global demand, coupled
with currency volatility,
continues to drive prices
upward. With the bullion
market witnessing record
highs, buyers are facir
mounting
investors increasingly turn
to gold as a safe-haven
asset —RT/Agency

Karachi street
vendor admits to
shocking child abuse
in court

KARACHI Shabbir
Tanoli, a sherbet vendor
accused of sexually as-
saulting multiple children
in Karachi, confessed his
crimes before a judicial
magistrate at City Court .

The accused recorded
his statement under Sec-
tion 164 in six registered
cases, admitting to abus-
g five children. He re-
vealed that he lured chil-
dren with money before
taking them to secluded
rooms or bushes to com-
mit the assaults.

During the hearing,
the magistrate questioned

whether the police had
subjected him to torture
or coercion, to which
Tanoli replied in the neg-
ative. The court further
ensured that the confes-
sion was made voluntar-
ily and without external
pressure.Following the
admission, the magistrate
ordered the accused to
be placed in judicial
custody. The case has
sparked outrage in the
city, raising demands
for stricter measures
to protect children
from predatory
crimes —RT/Agency

Monitoring control room
established to oversee
Sindh by-elections

KARACHI: The office of

Commissioner Sindh has
established a Provincial

Monitoring Control
Room in Karachi to over-
see the upcoming by-
elections on 28 local gov-
ernment seats across 14
districts of Sindh.
According to officials.
the control room will re-
main fully operational
throughout the electoral

child—RT/Agency

process until the receipt

of final results. It will
closely monitor all stages
of the clections to ensure
transparency and smooth
conduct

Citizens have been
urged to report any com-
plaints, irregularities. or
election-related infor-
mation directly to the
control room via tele-
phone at 021-99204 544
or by  email at
pmersindh@gmail
com—RT/Agency

for sut ion of Sales Tax
Returmns for August 2025,

Highlighting persistent
challenges, Bilwani noted
that the FBRs IRIS portal
continues to face frequent

glitches and severe slow-
downs, especially during
peak hours, making it
nearly impossible for tax-
payers to file efficiently.
Despite repeated  assur-
ances, he said, the system
has not been upgraded to
meet the increasing number
of filers.

He further pointed out
that recent flash floods and
heavy monsoon rains have
disrupted internet and tele-
com services across the
country, with 4G and 5G

connectivity functioning
poorly in many areas. These
outages, he said, have
added to the difficulties of
filers who rely solely on on-
line platforms

Bilwani reminded that in
the past, FBR had granted
similar deadline extensions
under comparable circum-
stan: which not only fa-
cilitated compliance but
also contributed to better
documentation of the econ-
omy and higher revenue
collection—RT/Agency

Sindh employees
storm Gulzar Hijri College in protest
over pension cuts

By Fida Hussain Panhwar

KARACHI: Teaching and L

non-teaching stafl of Gov-
emment Boys Degree Col-
lege Gulzar Hijri and Gov-
ermment Boys Degree
College Gulistan-e-Jauhar

held a protest under the §

banner of Sindh Employ
ees Alliance, locking cl
rooms to demand their
rights, Led by SUP leaders
Dr. Ghulam Rasool Lakho,
Ashfaq Memon, and oth-
ers, the staff called for the

restoration of disparity al-
lowance, group insurance,
and reversal of pension
cuts. Protesters criticized
the Sindh government for

denying allowances
granted in other provinces
and warned of escalating
protests if demands remain
unmet

Open drain in Gulistan-e-Johar
Block 12 poses growing

health hazard

By Dildar Seelro

KARACHL: An open
drain in front of Bombay
Arcade in Gulistan-e-
Johar Block 12 is causing
health hazards and acci-
dents for local residents.
During rains, contami-
nated water enters homes

and apartments, increas- &4

ing the risk of diseases
and foul odors. Over the
past six months, several
motorcycle accidents oc-
curred. and two vehicles
fell into the drain. Resi-

dents and traders blame
Faisal Cantonment Board
(Eﬂst) and KMC for neg-

@ that de-
spite repeated complaints
and protests. no action

has l)een taken. y

mand immediate clean-
ing, improved drainage.
and covering of the drain
1o ]JI'E\'EHI a l]\a]ﬂl’
disaster.

Gulshan-e-Hadeed
set for water supply relief, vows

MPA SaJld Jokhlo

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: Former Provin-
cial Minister and MPA
Muhammad Sajid Jokhio,
along with PPP Malir Gen-
eral Secretary Imdad Jokhio
and Deputy Commissioner
Malir Saleemullah Odho,
visited the ongoing construc-
tion of a new pumping sta-
tion for Gulshan-e-Hadeed
The project, initiated by the
Water & Sewerage Board,

aims to resolve the area’s
water shortage. MPA Jokhio
assured residents that the
project will be completed
within days, and also con-

firmed that Pakistan Steel
Mills has begun replacing
damaged
restore the |10 water supply
line soon.

Karachi seminar exposes
alarming rise in tobacco addiction,
demands urgent action

By Fida Hussain Panhwar

KARACHI: A powerful
seminar on " Anti-Tobacco,
Quitting Tobacco, and the
Use of New Tobacco Prod-
ucts" was recently held
under the banner of the
Sukhar Welfare Organiza-
tion. Dr. Zeeshan, a promi-
nent lecturer and keynote
speaker, shocked attendees

by revealing that nearly
800,000 people in Karachi
alone are addicted to ciga-
rette smoking, and the total
number for all forms of to-
bacco usage in the city soars
to a staggering 2.5 million.
Dr. Zeeshan passionately
called for an immediate,
city-wide anti-tobacco cam-
paign, urging mandatory ed-
ucational sessions to combat

this growing crisis. He em-
phasized that smoking is
often the first gateway to
more dangerous drug addic-
tions. Siddique Singhar, Gen-
eral Secretary of the Kachi
Foundation, voiced strong
criticism of law enforce-
ment's approach, advocating
for a “people-friendly”
rather than "enime-friendly”
stance.



You cannot change what
you refuse to confront.

—Unknown
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PM Shehbaz Stands With World
Leaders At UNGA Opening Session

UNITED NATIONS: Prime [
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday joined the world
leaders at the opening cere-
mony of the 80th United Na-
tions General Assembly
(UNGA) Session in New
York

The premier was accom-
panied by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Senator Ishaq Dar, Minis-
ter for Defence Khawaja
Asif, Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting At-
taullah Tarar, and Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minister
Tariq Fatemi.

PM  Shehbaz, who
reached New York late Mon-
day night mainly to attend
the UNGA session, will also
partake in the special summit

of Arab and Islamic coun-
tries, co-hosted by the United
States and Qatar.
The prime minister has
been specially invited to par-
ticipate in the summit, which
will also be attended by US
President Donald Trump.

At the UN, the prime
minister, while speaking to

the reporters, praised the US
president and his team for
playing a significant role in
the ceasefire between Pak-
istan and India

The prime minister de-
scribed President Trump as a
strong advocate for peace and
stability across the globe.

resident Donald Trump

is a man of peace. He, along
with his team, play eda key
role in bringing about the
ceasefire between Pakistan
and India,"” said the PM

During the day, the pre-
mier met Austnan Chancellor
Christian Stocker, Kuwait's
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khalid and other world lead-
ers on the sidelines of the
UNGA session.

PM Shehbaz and the Aus-
trian chancellor expressed
their desire to further en-
hance bilateral cooperation in
diverse sectors

The premier high-
lighted trade, tourism,
climate change and edu-
cation as possible av-
enues of positive collab-

oration and stressed the
need to enhance bilateral
trade ties.

The Austrian chancel-
lor thanked the prime
minister for the meeting
and also conveyed his
desire to work together
to create new avenues of
cooperation between the
two countries.

Both sides agreed to
exchange delegations to
enhance cooperation in
the field of tourism be-
tween the two countries.

In his meeting with
the Kuwaiti crown
prince, the PM recalled
the longstanding, his-
toric fraternal ties be-
tween Pakistan and
Kuwait. —RT/Agency

US Lawmaker Warns China
Tensions Could Spark Deadly
Military Misunderstanding

BEUING: The leader of a US
congressional delegation to
China wamed Tuesday of the
"risk of a misunderstanding”
between the two countries'
militaries as advances in de-
fence technology mowe at
breakneck speed.

Adam Smith, the most
senior Democrat on Wash-
ington's Armed Servic
Committee, told journalists
in Beijing that China needs to
talk more about its military
with other global powers "for
basic de-confliction”

We've seen this with our
chips, our planes, thesr ships,
their planes coming entirely
100 close to one another," he
said at a news conference at
the US Embassy.

'We need 1o have a better
conversation about de-con-
flicting those things ™

The four-person delega-
tion also ncludes other mem-
bers of the same Armed Ser-
vices Committes
Demoerats Ro Khanna and
Chrissy Houlahan — as well
as Republican congressman
Michael Baumgartner,
member of the Foreign Af-

=

fairs Committee

The group on Monday
met Chinese Defence Minis-
ter Dong Jun, with whom
they talked about the impor-
tance of "working through
our differences™ and more
candid dialogue, according to
a statement from the US side

Dong called on the
tors 1o "remove disruptive
and restrictive factors” be-
tween them, China's Xinhua
state news agency reported.

Speaking on Tuesday
alongside the other lawmak-
ers and the US Ambassador
to China, David Perdue,
Smith said: "AT and drone
warfare and cyber and space
is moving so rapidly and in-

novation is happening so
quickly

“The risk of a misunder-
standing of capabilities on
one side or the other is
great," he said, adding the
two sides need 1o talk so they
"don't stumble in any sort of
conflicts"

Tariffs and TikTok

The bipartisan con
sional delegation comes jus
days after Presidents Xi Jin-
ping and Donald Trump
spoke by telephone for the
second time since the returm
to the White House of
Trump, who has tried to keep
a lid on tensions despite his
once virulent criticism of
China.—RT/Agency

Pakistan Hails Wave Of
International Recognition
For Palestinian Statehood

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
welcomed the announce-
ments made by several coun-
tries regarding the recogni-
tion of the State of Palestine

According to  details,
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar, in a post on X (formerly
Twitter), said he welcomes
the declarations made by
France, the United Kingdom,
Canada, and others.

He described these an-
nouncements as a victory for
the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people and urged
more countries to recognize
Palestine in line with interna-
tional law.He further empha-
sized that the two-state solu-
tion is a vital step towards
achieving just, comprehen-
sive, and lasting peace.In a
statement, the Foreign Office
spokesperson  said  that
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq
Dar represented Pakistan ata
high-level meeting on the

Palestine issue, co-hosted by
Saudi Arabia and France The
spokesperson added that the
growing number of countries
recognizing Palestine has en-
hanced the importance of the

meeting. At the conclusion of

the conference, Pakistan ex-
pressed its full support for
the “New York Declaration™
aimed at resolving the Pales-
tinian issue.Read more: PM
Sharif lands in New York to
attend UNGA sessionThe
Foreign Office reiterated that
Pakistan's backing of the
declaration reflects its long-

slandu\\: commitment to a
just and sustainable peace

It also recalled that Pak-
istan was among the first
countries to recognize Pales-
tine in 1988 and continues to
advocate for Palestine’s full
membership at the United
Nations Saudi Foreign Min-
ister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan, in his address,
termed the two-state solution
conference a historic oppor-
tunity for peace and wel-
comed France’s step to rec-
ognize the Palestinian
state —RT/Agency

Saudi Arabia's Grand
Mufti Sheikh Abdulaziz Al
Sheikh dies At 82

RIYADH: The Royal Court
of Saudi Arabia on Tuesday
announced the death of the
Kingdom’s Grand Mufti,
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Abdul-

lah Al Sheikh, at the age of

82,

King Salman bin Abdu-
laziz directed that Salat al-
Ghaib—funeral prayers in
absentia—be held for the late
scholar at the Grand Mosque
in Mecca, the Prophet’s
Mosque in Medina, and
mosques across the Kingdom
following Asr prayers.

In addition, funeral
prayers will take place today
at ITmam Turki bin Abdullah
Mosque in Riyadh after Asr

Sheikh  Abdulaziz Al
Sheikh was serving as Grand

Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Chair-
man of the Council of Senior
Scholars, and head of the
General Presidency of Is-
lamic Research and Ifta.

He was the Kingdom’s
third Grand Mufti, succeed-
ing Sheikh Mohammed bin
Ibrahim Al Shaikh and
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Baz.

Born in Mecca in 1943,

Sheikh Abdulaziz Al Sheikh
memorized the Quran at a
voung age. Despite losing his
> Idhood and his
:sight in early adulthood,
he pursued Islamic scholar-
ship, becoming a promi-
nent preacher at adh’s
Imam Turki bin Abdullah
Maosque and the Nimrah
Mosque.—RT/Agency

World Bank Says
Pakistan's Poverty
Rate Has Surged
7% In Four Years

ISLAMABAD: The poverty
rate has increased by seven
percent in Pakistan during
last four years according to a
report released by the World
Bank

The World Bank’s coun-
try director Pakistan Ms.
Bolormaa Amgaabazar in a
press briefing said that the
poverty rate in the country
has reached to 25.3 percent
as hike recorded in the
POVErty rate in recent years.

“The poverly rateé was
18.3 percent in Pakistan in
Year 2021-2022, which
soared 1o 24.8% in Year
2022-2023, The poverty rate
further enhanced to 25.3 per-
cent in year 2023-2024,” ac-
cording to the World Bank
1eport

According to the report,

the poverty rate was declin-
ing by 3 percent in the coun-
try per annum up to the Year
2015, “Frome 2015 to 2018
poverty rate decreased by
ome percent yearly.

The World Bank said that
the counitry’s poverty rale
started inc g after 2020,

“The income increased by
only two to three percent
from Year 2011-2021,” ac-
cording to the report. The
poverty rate in the country
decreasing with agriculture
and other sources of income,
the report said —RT/Agency

Dar Meets Hungarian FM
At UNGA To Expand
Bilateral Ties

GENEVA: Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Senator Ishaq Dar met
with Hungarys Foreign Min-
ister Péter Szijjarto on the
sidelines of the 80th session
of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly,

According to the Foreign
Office spokesperson, the two §
ministers agreed to further [
strengthen bilateral relations
between Pakistan and Hun-
gary. The meeting empha-
sized enhancing collabora-
tion in key sectors including
trade, investment, and higher
education.

Dar calls for unity on
Palestine, strengthens ties at
UN

The spokesperson added
that both leaders stressed the

sion to PﬂLlslan Hungﬁr\“ ties
by fostering deeper coopera-
tion and people-to-people
linkages

Earlier during the UNGA
session, Ishaq Dar also held
meetings with GCC Secre-
tary General Jasem Mo-

- hamed Albudaiwi md Cana-
dian Foreign Minister Anita
Anand. In both meetings, re-
gional cooperation and bilat-
eral relations were discussed,
with a shared commitment to
strengthening  institutional

ties and boosting economic
collaboration. —RT/Agency

Jaffar Express Derails In
Mastung After Deadly
Track Explosion

QUETTA: Several passen-

the Jaffar Ex-
din \Idstun

railway track, official
According to rai

tuned while two others came
off the track. The train was
travelling from Peshawar to
Quetta at the time of the inci-
dent

Rescue sources conlirmed
that ambulances had been
dispatched from Quetia to
Dasht to transport the injured
to hospitals. Levies officials
said multiple passengers
tained injuries in the acci-
dent

This is not the first time
the train service has been at-
tacked

Earlier in June, five bo-
gies of Jaffar Express de-
railed after a blast took place
on a railway track near Ja-
cobabad. The train was en
route from Peshawar to
Quetta. The explosion dam-
aged the railway line, dis-
rupting train services in the
area, however, no casualties
were reported, they added

On March 11, the out-

lawed Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) militants blew
up train tracks and assaulled
the Jaffar Express, holding
over 440 passengers hostage
in a day-long standofT with
security services in a remote
mountain pass in the Bolan
district, The military, after
clearing the train and rescu-
ing hostages, killed 33 at-
tackers —RT/Agency

Hamas

Brands

Netanyahu The
Main Obstructionist
To Peace Deal

ZA: Hamas denied any
responsibility for the failure
to reach a peace deal and a
ceasefire to end the war in
Gaza

In a statement, Hamas
said: “We have never been an
obstacle to reaching an
agreement.”

“The US administration,
the mediators, and the world
know that Netanyahu is the
sole obstructionist in all at-
tempts to reach an agree-

ment™
In his speech at the UN
General Assembly earlier,
President Trump called for
all captives in Gaza to be re-
leased in order for the war to
end

Hamas called on the US
administration “to intervene
pasitively to compel the oc-
cupation govemnment to halt
its crimes of genocide and
displacement against our
people” —RT/Agency

ATC Summons
Aleema Khan In

Pakistan To Launch 5G
Services In Coming
Months, Vows IT Minister

KARACHL: Federal Minister
for Information Technology
and  Telecommunication
Shaza Fatima Khawaja on
Tuesday announced that Pak-
istan will introduce 5G serv-
ices within the coming
months, with the initial
launch planned in seven
major cities.

The promise of 5G inter-
net, however, comes after the [}
Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) in its annual financial difficulties associ-
report for 2024 stated that ated with Pakistan's trans
even with nsing broadband tion to 3G wireless technol-
penetration, Pakistan will ogy, even as the country's use
have a difficult transition to and penetration of wireless
5G, The News reported last telecommunication services,
vear in December. such as broadband and mo-

There are worries over the  bile, continue to grow:

ITCN 1\51;1 Expo at
Centre Karachi today, s

noted that measures were
also being mken 1o ensure
more reliable i
nationwide —R

Dar Urges OIC And UN To
Intensify Action For Palestine
And Mushm World

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
has reaffirmed Pakistan’s un-
wavering support for the

November 26
Protest Case

RAWALPINDI: The Anti- The prosecutor informed
Terrorism Court (ATC) in the court that Aleema Khan

slay - was named as the prime ac-
, cused in the November 26
protest, alleging that she in-
cited party workers to protest
despite Section 144 being in
foree.

It is pertinent to mention
that a case against Aleema
Khan has been regi at
Sadigabad Police Station,

on September 29 in connee-
tion with the November 26

protest case.

The case was heard by
ATC Judge Amjad Ali Shah,
during which the prosecution
submitted the challan against

Aleema Khan in court Rawalpindi. —RT/Agency

Palestinian cause during a
high-level meeting of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC) and an interna-
tional conference co-hosted
by Saudi Arabia and France
in New York Teachings of
Holy Prophet (PBUH) high-
lighted

Addressing the OIC ses-
sion, Ishaq Dar paid tribute to
the teachings of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him), emphasizing

peace, justice, mercy,
erance.He underscored that
the Prophet’s (PBUH) teach-
ings align with the principles
of the United Nations Char-
ter, noting that historic events
b'lllh as the Covenant of

a, the Treaty of Hu-
dalbl}'ah and the Conquest

ge

of Makkah served as guiding

examples for international

law and interfaith harmony.
He called these historic
events a beacon for interna-
tional relations in today’s era.

Dar warned that injus-
s, including Israeli atroci-
in Palestine, the situation

it
ties

- in Kashmir, and rising Islam-

ophobia, threaten global
peace. He called on the OIC
to intensify efforts to protect
the rights of the Muslim
Ummah and stressed the
need for the Prophet’s mes-
sage of mercy and compas-
sion to be transformed into
actionable policies —
RT/Agency

Karachi Family Storms Software
House, Gunfire Erupts in Daring

KARACHI: In a dramatic
scene straight out of a thriller,
ly in Gulshan-e-Igbal
stormed a software house to
rescue \hur ddughtu al-

=

harassed and confined inside

Rescue

the office. Her desperate plea
prompted relatives to rush to
the spot, where a violent
clash broke out with the own-
ers. The confrontation esca-

lated into an exchange of

gunfire, sending panic across

the neighborhood.
'3

Fortunately, no one was
injured. Police intervened

swiftly, safely recovered the
girl, and arrested four sus-
pects, including the software
house owners

An FIR has been regis-
tered on the complaint of the
victim’s father. Investi 3
are underway into the shock-
ing incident that has rattled
Karachi -RT
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