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ISLAMABAD: At the high-
stakes Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation {SCO) confer-
ence in Islamabad. Pakistan
has urged member states to
prioritise collective efforts
for regional security and sta-
bility amid a rapidly chang-
ing global landscape.

"We are at a historic mo-
ment of transition where
sweeping transformations are
reshaping the global. social,
political, economic, and se-
curity landscape,” he said in
his kevnote address at the
23rd meeting of the SCO
Council of the Heads of Gov-
emments {CHG).

The SCO moot — the
highest-profile event hosted
by the country in years — is
being held at the Jinnah Con-
vention Centre in Islamabad,
with leaders from 10 coun-
tries in attendance, including
arch-rival India.

Indian Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar's
participation at the event is a
major highlight, marking the
first such visit by an Indian
FM in almost a decade amid
frosty relations between the
two nuclear powers.

Commenting on

the

diplomatic reverberations of

the SCO summit, former am- §

bassador Malegha Lodhi said
that Islamabad had signifi-
cantly bolstered its intema-
tional standing.

"By holding this summit,
Pakistan's diplomatic posi-
tion has strengthened glob-
ally. This is an important
diplomatic moment for Pak-
istan as important leaders are
attending the summit,” said
Lodhi while speaking to
media,

Presiding over the meet-
ing. PM Shehbaz said: "From
the esteemed platform of the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation, a beacon of mul-
tilateralism, 1stand in the be-
lief that we possess not only
the potential but the will to
forge a future that is more
prosperous and secure for our
people.

"A future, that is inclu-
sive, and reflective of the
shared aspirations of all
member states,” the premier
said while addressing the
meeting.

The premier said that
Afghanistan, by virtue of its
contiguity with the region,
presents an invaluable oppor-

tunity for trade and transit,
benefiting all SCO member

ates.

"A stable Afghanistan, is
not only desirable, but essen-
tial, to fully realising these
opportunities,” he added

It may be noted that the
neighbouning nation is part of
the regional bloc. It holds the
positon of an observer state
but has been inactive since
2021, when the Taliban took
over.

The premier called on the
international community to
step forward, with urgent hu-
manitarian  support  for
Afighanistan, while also urg-
ing its interim Taliban gov-
emment to embrace political
inclusivity to ensure that
Afghan soil is not misused

for terrorism against
neighbours by any e

PM Shehbaz high
the challenges of poverty
his address, saying that it was
not just an economic issue
but & moral imperative that
demanded the collective at-
tention of the regional states

“With millions living in
poverty within the SCO re-
gion, closer cooperation on
poverty alleviation is criti-
cal," he added.

FM Shehbaz underscored
that Pakistan, as the perma-
nent chair of the SCO Special
Working Group on PUvuT_',
has facilitated, several semi-
nars, and webinars aimed at
sharing of knowledge. and
best practices.

He reaffirmed the coun-

try's commitment to provid-
ing the required impetus to
the collective efforts to ad-
dress the root causes of
poverty and uplift the quality
of life for our people.
Speaking about another
dire global issue, PM She-
hbaz said that climate change
is an existential crisis that

| transcends borders and its

impacts are felt universally
but more acutely by nations

s like Pakistan.

He went on to say that the
country is on the frontline of
climate-induced disasters.

"It is imperative that we
prioritise environmental co-
operation within the SCO to
build resilience and secure a
sustainable future for the
generations to come," the
premier a

Moreover, the prime min-
ister maintained that Pakistan
welcomes the recent SCO
agreement on environmental
protection and calls wpon all
member states to actively en-
gage in both regional and
wlobal environmental efforts.

He said that the govern-
ment has developed a "one of
its kind" proactive, technol-
ogy-driven, disaster manage-

ment system.

"We look forward to or-
ganising, simulation exer-
cises with SCO partners, to
bolster, disaster prepared-
ness, across the region," PM

Shehbaz added.
Emphasising the impor-
tance of co ivity, the pre-

Moreoverphe premier
stressed that unilateraligoer-
cive measures and protees
tignist policies run contrary

the SCO member ‘shlt'es that
the "tue essence” of ‘the
anulti-latesal forum extends,
beyond political allia._uces and

to the principles.of interna-
tional law as mesr"sﬁ.ﬂumn
nomic growth, hinder, tech=
nplogical advancements and

mier urged the establishment
of a robust SCO connectivity
framework to boost regional
trade and advance the vision
of a gonnected Euvrasia

He also called for the ex-
pansion of flagship projects
like the Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI), the China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor
{CPEC). and the Intema-
tional. North-South Transport
Corridor {INSTC) to enhance
integration and cooperation,
across the region

"Let us not look at such
projects. through the narrow,
political prism and invest in
our collective connectivity
capacities, which are crucial
to advancing the shared vi-
sion of an economically inte-
wrated region. Let us work to-
wether for a well-integrated
and prosperous region that
benefits all Member states,”
he added.

PM Shehbaz Sharif called
on the SCO leaders to en-
courage private sectors in
their respective countries o
cultvate an environment that
is conducive (0 business and fure,
investment mﬂﬂnﬂmregmn.

He said that the growing
consensus, among member
states on the use of mutual
currencies for setflements is a
promising development.

The premier added that
Pakistan firmly believes that
a stronger and more effective
SCO is essential to achieving
sustainable development in
our region

“We wholeheartedly en-
dorse, the ongoing reforms,
aimed at modemising the or-
ganisation, enhancing the re-
sources and capabilities of
the SCO Secretariat and the
Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure,” he said.

PM Shehbaz reminded

par .
"Pakistan remains deeply
gommiftedyio fostering peo-
plegto-people fies,and cul-
tural exchanges that bridge
divides_; cultivate und
ing, and deepen cooperation.
In unity and withyshazed pur-
ose, we can build, lasting
{’agmcm. and enrich, 'Ihe fu-
our nations,” PM
Shehbaz said while u}nclud-
ing his keynote ac

Before the mu.lmg offi-
cially kicked off. the premier
welcomed the leaders at the
venue, which was followed
by a group photo,

Marking a successful end
to the SCO summit, PM She-
hbaz said he was honoured to
chair the 23rd meeting today.

"Pakistan’s national state-
ment, underscored the con-
structive role that #5CO can
play for sustainable develop-
ment, enhance regional con-
nectivity & economic inte-
eration, strengthen climate
action, and poverty allevia-
tion." the PM wrote on
X —RT/Agency

India's Jaishankar Praises
Pakistan's "'Warm Welcome'
During SCO Talks

ISLAMABAD: Indian For-
eign  Minister  Subrah-
manyam  Jaishankar on
Wednesday thanked Prime
Minister  Shehbaz Sharif,
Deputy Prime Minister and
his Pakistani counterpart
Ishag Dar and the govern-
ment for the “hospitality and
courtesies” during the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation
(SC0O) summit hosted by 1s-
lamabad

Jaishankar, who atended
the SCO moot held in Islam-
abad, was the first foreign
minister of the neighbouring
nation to visit Pakistan in
nearly a decade.

Hours after the conclu-
sion of the two-day regional
huddle, Jaishankar wrote on
his X handle: “Departing
from Islamabad. Thank PM
@CMShehbaz , DPM & FM
(@MIshaqDar50 and the
Government of Pakistan for
the hospitality and courte-
sies.”

Reacting to his X post,
FM Dar thanked his Indian
counterpart Jaishankar for his
“kind message and participa-
tion” in the 23rd meeting of
the SCO-CHG meeting

“Pakistan was honoured
to host SCO Member States
in Islamabad,” he added

Meanwhile, sources told
media that FM Dar and his

Indian counterpart Jaishankar
had a brief exchange during
the lunch hosted for the lead-
ers artending the SCO sum-
mit.

The sources, however,
said the details of the discus-
sions berween the top offi-
cials cannot be revealed at
this time.

Speaking abour the Indian
FM visit to Pakistan in nearly
10 years, Information Minis-
ter Anaullah Tarar termed it
an “ice breaker"

"Neither us nor them re-
quested for a bilateral meet-
ing... but I believe his arrival
here is an ice breaker," AFP
quated the information min-
ister as saying

"Yesterday, when all the
leaders were being welcomed
and there were handshakes, |
think positive images were
sent out globally."

Indian FM Jaishankar and
PM Shehbaz greeted each
other with a handshake and
sombre expressions at the
start of an official dinner for
the visiting leaders of the
SCO bloc on Tuesday.

Relations berween India
and Pakistan have been par-
ticularly sour since 2019,
when Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi revoked the limited
autonomy of Indian legally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir

Jaishankar, in another X
post, said thar a productive
meeting of the SCO Council
of Heads of Government
concluded in  Islamabad
today.

“Signed eight outcome
documents. India made a
positive and constructive
contribution to the delibera-
tions"—RT/Agency

-Can you believe this nonsense?

Government To Shell Out Rs 72bn
To Flve IPPs

ISLAMABAD: The federal [
government decided to pay
a total of Rs 72 billion as a

final settlement to five Inde- §

pendent Power Producers

(IPPs) as it terminated the [

agreements with them, §
media reported  citing
sources.

Prime Minister (PM)

Shehbaz Sharif announced B
to terminate the agreements
with five IPPS in the first
phase on Octaber 10. Ac-
cording to sources, the gov-
emment will pay Hubco Rs
36.5 billion and Rs 15.5 bil-
lion to the Rousch Power.
Similarly, the Lalpir
Power will be paid Rs 12.8
billion, Atlas Power Rs 15.5
billion and, Sapphire Power
will be paid Rs 6 hillion by
the federal government.
According to the
sources, the settlement does
not include late payment
charges. The agreements
with the five IPPs will be
deemed officially termi-
nated with effect from Octo-

er 1.
Earlier chairing the fed-

eral cabinet meetin;
lamabad, PM Shthbaz said
the termination was done

ter the mutual consent of
the owners of the IPPs.

The Prime Minister in-
formed the Cabinet that
only  the outstanding
amounts owed to these IPPs
will be paid, without any in-
terest.

He said that termination
of these contracts will save
power consumers about
sixty billion rupees and pro-
vide a benefit of around four
hundred and eleven billion
rupees to the national ex-
chequer.

PM Shehbaz Shanif said
it was the outcome of the
strenuous collective efforts

of the entire government
team. He also recognized
the inputs and support of the
n this regard.

He especially mentioned
that Chief of Army Staff
General Asim Munir, who
took personal interest in the
whole matter

The Prime Minister de-
scribed the development as
a beginning of a journey
which he said will be con-
verted into progress and
prosperity of the people

PM Shehbaz Sharif also
mentioned the relief pro-
vided by both the Federal
and Punjab governments
to the power consumers
during the months of sum-
mer—RT/Agency

JUI-F And PPP Leaders
Hold High-Stakes
Meeting With Sharif
Brothers Over
Controversial
Constitutional Amendment

Pakistan Muil]m Lean_ue—
MNawaz (PML-N), Pakistan
People's Party (PPP), and
Jamiar Ulema-g-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) are holding a de-
tailed discussion on the pro-
posed 26th constitutional
amendment, media reported.

The meeting is being held
at the Jati Umra, the Sharif
brothers' residence in La-
hore, attended by President
Aszif Ali Zardari, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, PML-N
President Nawaz Sharif, JUI-
F chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, Chief Minister Pun-
jab Maryam Nawaz, PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and others.

During the meeting, three
different drafts of the consti-
tutional amendments—each
presented by three parties—
PPP’s Khursheed Shah, who
heads the parliament’s spe-
cial committee on the consti-
tutional amendment, also

presented the lecmumenda-
tions.

The federal government
is intending to present the
constitutional amendments in
the National Assembly on
Thursday for which the
lower house session has al-
ready been called PM She-
hbaz will also hold a lunch-
eon for coalition parties
ahead of the National Assem-
bly sitting

Earlier on Tuesday, the
JUI-F ane PPP reached an
agresment on constitutional
amendments following their
meeting in Karachi. This was
disclosed by JUI-F Maulana
Fazlur Rehman and PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari while addressing a
joint presser Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said that his party
and PPP agreed on the draft
of constitutional amend-
ments, hailing  Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari for the con-
sensus —RT/ Agency
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proval of several proposals
aimed at sustainable de

opment, including discus-
sions on trade, investment,
and the creative
economy. Despite  re; al
Dar
Pakistan’s com-
mitment to impl the

(SCO)in I-Iamd.had Dar ex-
pressed gratitude to all mem-
ber countries that partic

pated. He  praise their

positive contribution 1o the

SCO Charter and underscored
the improvement of trade, in-
vestment, and d

of | that the

SCO Showdown: US
Admits Nations Have The
Right To Form Alhances

WASHINGTON: The United
States (US) has said that it re-
spects every nation's sover-
eign right to form alliances

and associations of its own

choosing.
Responding fo a question

| | about the ongoing Shanghai

Cooperation  Organisation

| (SCO) summit in Islamabad,

State
spokesperson

Department's
Matthew

{ | Miller said thar the US en-

COUFAZES EVETY COUNTTY 10 en-
sure that its participation in
multilateral fora uphoelds and
respects international law
and reaffirms the sover-
eignty, territorial integrity
and independence of all na-
tons

Pakistan is hosting a two-
day meeting of the Council
of Heads of Government of
the SCO in the federal capi-
tal that will conclude this
evening,

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif will preside over the
high-level meeting, for which
the South Asian nation has
made stringent arrangements
10 ensure the event proceads
smoothly

The prime ministers and
high-ranking officials from
the SCO member states, in-
cluding Russia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and

the First Vice President of
Lran will attend today's moot
To another question about
Pakistan's demand to the UN
Security Council 1o investi-
gate theft and illicit sale of
nuclear materials in India, the
spokesperson We are
aware of Pakistan's request
to the UN Security Council. ™
“We are committed 10
teacking, developing and im-
plementing effective policy
responses to proliferation
threars and we will continue
to work with our parmers 1o
shape the international secu-
rity  environment,"  the
spokesperson added
Pakistan on October 11
called on the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) 10
thoroughly investigate the
“recurring” incidents of theft
and illicit sale of nuclear and
other radiactive materials in
neighbouring India

The move came after a re-
cent Indian media report said
that police had arrested three
smugglers in the western
Giopalganj district of Bihar
with a rare Californium stone
which is highly radicactive
and fetches a high price in
the intemational marker.
"The Security Council
should be deeply concerned
at the recurring incidents of
theft and illicit sale of nu-
clear and other radioactive
materials in our Eastern
neighbour,” permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to the
UN  Ambassador  Munir
Akram told a commirtee es-
tablished by the 15-member
Council pursuant to its res-
olution 1540 thar requires
UN member states to take
specific steps to prevent the
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction
(WMD) —RT/Agency

FBR Boss Demands Slash
In Income And Corporate

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
FBR Rashid Mahmood Lan-
grial on Wednesday said that
the income tax and corporate
tax rates required to be fixed
and slashed, media reported.

“It is wrong to collect tax
for the whaole vear and pay-
ing it for debt servicing,™
FBR chief said

Rashid Langrial said that
there are such government
officers, traders and industri-
alists, who doesn’t evade a
slngll. rupee of the payable

Hl. said 95 people in the
country are poor, but they are
paying tax in the form of
sales tax.

FBR chief said there are
five percent wealthy people
thus the tax being imposed
over them. “There are some
people in this five percent
who didn’t pay their taxes,”
FBR chairman added.

It is to be mentioned here
has ex-

youth and women for regional
prosperity, —RT/Agency

tended the deadline for filing
income tax returns for the tax

Tax Rates

ycar 2024 again until Octo-

ber 31, providing an opportu-

ity for those who did not file

their returns before October
4

The previous deadline
was October 14, but banks in
Islam-abad and Rawalpindi
were closed for three days,
causing issues for taxpay
who completed their retu-ms,
Federal Board of Rev-enue
Chairman Rashid Mahmood
Lan-g-rial  confirmed 1o

Dawn on Monday.

The original deadline for
submitting tax returns was
September 30
The FBR received 4.537
million income tax retumns
until October 14, compared
to 2.183m during the same
period last For the tax

s year 2023, the F‘BR received

4 total of 6.464m retums. To
reach last year’s level, it
needs an additional 1.927m
teturns —RT/Agency
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HYDERABAD: People are reciting the Holy Quran in memory of these killed in the
2007 PPP rally carnage, during an event organized by Town Chairman Bilal Mustafa
Shaikh to mark the anniversary of the Karsaz tragedy.-RT

HEARTLAND

Sindh Minister Shaheena
Sher Ali's Surprise Visit
Shakes Up JIMS Hospital

By Hashim Brohi

TACOBABAD. Provincial
Minister Shaheena Sher Ali,
along with MPAs Nida
Khuhro and Jacobabad's
Sher Muhammad Mugheri,
paid a surprise visit to JIMS
Hospital Jacobabad During
the visit, patients voiced nu-
merous complaints against
the hospital administration,
particularly regarding a lack
of medication. Patients ex-

pressed their grievances to
the provincial minister, stat-
ing that they were not re-
ceiving necessary medi-

nes and that the hospital
staff was pressuring them to
obtain medications from
outside. They noted that
while JIMS once provided
better facilities, it has now
deteriorated slgmiicaml)'. In
response, the provincial
inister inguired about the
medication situation from

the hospital director and di-
rected that better services
be provided to patients.
Provincial Minister for
Women's  Development
Shahina Sher Ali and MPA
Nida Khuhro also visited
the home of a polio worker
who was recently assaulted.
During their visit, they pre-
sented a cheque of 5 million
rupees from the Sindh gov-
emment 10 support the vie-
tim financially.

DC Badin Holds Emergency
Meeting With Brick Kiln Owners
After Flood Of Public Complalnts

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: Deputy Commis-
sioner Yasir Bhatti addressed
rising brick prices during a
meeting with brick kiln own-
ers at Darbar Hall. He an-
nounced plans to collect data
on all brick kilns in Badin
district, including registration
of the kilns and their workers
with the Sindh Employees
Social Security Institute
(SESSI) for free medical
services. The data will cover
the number of workers, envi-
ronmental impacts, fuel used,
and production costs, with a
price for bricks set to be
fixed nexr week. Assistant

Director of Environment
Abdul Salam Samo high-
lighted that air pollution is
escalating due to the buming
of harmful materials lke
plastic in kilns, which re-
leases hazardous gases. He

emphasized the need for eco-
friendly fuels in brick pro-
duction. There are an esti-
mated 111 brick kilns in
Badin district, and the meet-
ing included various officials

and kiln owners.

Mystic Reverence: 93rd Urs Of Saman
Shah Sarkar To Commence On Oct 19th

By Sher Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: The 93rd
Urs of the renowned Sufi
saint, Lal Saman Shah
Sarkar, will commence with
great festivities on October
19 near Pangrio. The event
will be inaugurated by Gadi-
nashin Syed Ali Bux Shah,
along with officials including
Sindh  Chief Minister's
spokesperson  Jam  Abdul
Wahid Halipoto, MPA Arbah
Amanullah, MPA  Dada
Halipoto, and Chairman of
SIDA  Sindh, Qabool
Muhammad Khatian, who
will offer floral tributes at the
shrine. Preparations for the
festivities are complete, with
sweet shops lining the main
roads of Pangrio, Malkani
Sharif, and Tando Bago. As
in previous vears, the festival
will feature musical perform-
ances by renowned Sindhi
artists and competitions in-
cluding horse racing, show-
casing the rich culture of

Sindh. Thousands of devo-
tees from across Sindh and
the country are expected to
attend

However, there are con-
cerns about the lack of basic
facilities, such as clean drink-
ing water and accommoda-
tions for visitors. Police have
set up posts along roads from
Badin district to ensure

safety and manage the influx
of pilgrims, though there are
reports of them collecting
fees under various pretexts
from attendees

The festival is anticipated
to draw significant crowds,
with many people expected
to bring offerings to the
shrine, contributing to the vi-
brant atmosphere of the Urs.

media for the prov;
Press Club-RT

ion of justice during a press conference at the Hyderabad

Sindh Minister Jam
Khan Shoro Orders For
Heightened Security For
Karsaz Martyrs' Death

Anniversary

By GM Ghandio

HYDERABAD: Provincial
Minister Jam Khan Shoro
held a press conference re-
garding the PPP's rally on
October 18, He recalled the
tragic bombing during Sha-
heed Mohtarma  Benazir
Bhutto's welcome pmu:sslon
on October 18, 2007,

Karachi, which resulted in
the deaths of several party
workers. Shoro emphasized
that the PPP honors its mar-

tws with an annual rally on
this date. He announced that
a significant rally will take
place in Hyderabad at the
Hatri Ground, which has
hosted previous PPP events.
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto se-
lected Hyderabad for this
rally due to its historical sig-
nificance in the struggle for
n democracy. He stated that the
event would demeonstrate that
the government belongs to
the people and will be led by
elected representatives.

Fury In Thul: JSQM
Protests Against Male
Staff Appointments At

Girls’ High School

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: In Thul, the ISOM
has continued its protest
against the male staff at the
Government Girls' Higher
Secondary School for the
fifth  consecutive  day.
Demonstrators gathered out-
side the school and marched
1o Rahbar Chowk, blocking
the road and chanting slo-
pans. During the protest,
leaders  including Mama
Shaman Soomro, Comrade

Liaquat  Sarki, Wasim
Qureshi, Akhtar Jaffari,
Bashir Lashari, Gulmir

Burro, Daddu Qureshi, and
others spoke to the med
stating that the appoinme
of male staff instead of fe-
male staff at the school is un-
acceptable and causing sig-
nificant  distress.  They
demanded that the entire
1aff, including the principal,
be female. They wamned that
their protest would continue
until their demands are met.

Health Festival By
Population Welfare
Dept Draws Crowds,
Sparks Awareness

By Saleem Sornro

Population, Welfare De-
partment at  Village
Lashari near Larkana, in-
augurated by Assistant
Commissioner Ratodero
Kainat Shaikh, along with
District Population and
Welfare Officer Karim
Bux Bhutto and other offi-
cals.

The festival featured
participation from
renowned doctors, includ-
g Dr. Mehtab Mirani,
Dr. Afroz Dhamrah, Dr.
Kulsoom, Dr.  Asiya
Khokhar, Dr. Farman, and
District Manager of Marie
Stopes, Abdul Basit
Burirro, Various stalls
were set up by the Health

Department, PPHI, Marie

LARKANA: A health fes-
tival was organized by the 3 000

Thursday, October 17, 2024

HYDERABAD: Residents of Jamshoro's Pathan Goth are holding a protest at the Hy-

derabad Press Club against police high-handedness.-RT

Stopes, Livestock, and
other organizations.
During the event. over

e
mth 236 individuals bung
informed about family
planning and provided
treatment. In a media
briefing, Assistant Com-
missioner Kainat Shaikh
emphasized that imple-
menting family planning
leads to better health for
mothers and children and
contributes to a happy
married life
She noted the impor-
tance of conducting such
health festivals to raise
awareness about family
planning and other health
1ssues, advocating for sim-
ilar mitiatives in the future
to educate the community
further.

Sassui Sounds Alarms Over
Sindh's Water Crisis, Warns
Of Grave Conse_;qu_ences

Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: Former Senator
and Pakistan People's Party
leader Sassui Palijo has is-

sued a stark waming regard- |

ing the decisions made in the
recent Central Development
Working Party (CDWFP)
meeting. calling it a matter of
"life and death” for the peo-

ple of Sindh. Speaking at a |

press conference at the
Thalla Press Club, Palijo
voiced strong concerns about
the controversial Kalabagh
Dam and condemned the
construction of the Cholistan
Canal, labeling it as direct
terrarism against Sindh, Pal-
1jo criticized policymakers,
questioning whether they
truly understeod or respected
the constitution, accusing
them of repeatedly violating
it, She vowed that the peaple
of Sindh would never accept
such unjust decisions. High-
lighting the acute water crisis
alfecting districts like Thatta,
Sujawal, Badin, and Tando
Muhammad Khan, she

el

= — .
stressed that Sindl lisp
portionately affected by
mate change, with far fewer
water resources compared to
other provinces. She empha-
sized that access 1o clean
drinking water and land is es-
sential not only for the sur-
wvival of the people but also
for political relevance in the
region, Palijo raised ques-
tions about the compasition
of the Council of Common
Tnterests (CCI), which she ar-
gued was unfairly dominated
by Punjab. She criticized the
irrigation authority for over-
stepping its mandate and

afﬁ,mng water di

should be made within the
CCL Palijo demanded that
the Prime Minister ensure
equal treatment  of  all
provinges, questioning
whether smaller provinces
like Sindh are being left be-
hind With rising sea levels
and a depleting Kotri down-
stream, Palijo wamexd that the
lack of water has led to con-
flict, destruction of agricul-
ture, and a fisheries crisis
She called on TRSA and the
Punjab govemment to recon-
sider their actions.

Nationalists Condemn
Brutal Torture During
Karachi Peace March

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORIA: In Hin-
gorja, nationalist ac-
tivists staged a protest
demanding the arrest of
the perpetrators behind
the violence at the
Karachi Peace March
and the murder of Dr
Shahnawaz Kumbhar
Led by Karam Samtio,
Mujib  Bhelar, Qalb
Haidari Solangi, Zahoor
Dayo, and Hakeem
Mangi. the protest took
place outside the press
club. Activists spoke to
the media, claiming that
Dr. Kumbhar was killed

by police in a fake en-
counter and called for a
judicial inquiry into his
death. They also de-
manded action against
those responsible for the
violence at the Karachi
march. In another inci-
dent, crime in Hingorja
has escalated. Unknown
thieves broke into two
shops at the Hingorja
Stop Market, stealing
hundreds of thousands
of rupees. The previous
night, thieves targeted
the shop of journalist
and trader Aftab

Bhanbhro, making off

with four hundred thou-

sand rupees and valu-
able goods The same
nigh[, they also robbed
the shop of grocer Nazir
Memon. Police arrived
to gather details from
the affected shopkeep-
ers. In response, Aftah
Bhanbhro, Nazir Ahmed
Memon, and other resi-
dents protested against
the rising crime, accus-

g the police of failing
to maintain order. They
warned that unless crim-
inals are apprehended
and the stolen goods re-
covered, a complete
shutdown strike would
be organized in the city.

}I\'DERA

sts and lvmlers ol' Jeay Sindh Mahaz (JSM] are holding a

©
protest at the H)‘demhall Press Club, demanding justice for the killing of Dr. Shah-

nawaz Kunbhar-RT
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President Pushes For Stronger Economic
Ties With Turkmemstan Amid Trade Talks

ISLAMABAD:  President
Asif Ali Zardari on Wednes-
day underlined the impor-
tance of increasing economic
cooperation and business-to-
business relations between
Pakistan and Turkmenistan

for the mutual benefit of the [

two countries.  He also
called for greater linkages
between the stock exchanges
of the two brotherly countries
to improve economic cooper-
ation.  The president ex-
pressed these views while
talking to Deputy Chairman
of the Cabinet of Minis-
ters/Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of Turkmenistan, Rashid
Meredov, who along with
Ambassador of Turkmenistan
to  Pakistan  Atadjan
Movlamov, called on him, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr, President Sec-
retariat Press \\-mg smd ina
press release.

said that Pakistan attached
great importance to its ties
with Turkmenistan, which
were based on common val-
ues, religion and culture. He
called for working together
for the shared prosperity and
stability in the region and the

betterment of the people of

Pakistan and Turkmenistan.
The president also affrmed
Pakistan's

the delegation, the president

early completion of the T.v\l"l

Gas pipeline project, adding
that the project would greatly
help in the economic devel-
opment of the two countries.

Rashid Meredov thanked the

president for participation in

the International Forum on

the 300th birth anniversary

mnguli

. saying

was a great gesture of

respect for the Turkmen peo-
ple. —RT/Agency

CM Maryam Targets 'Fake'
Lahore College Rape Scandal,
Orders Swnft Actlon

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz on
Wednesday ordered a crack-
down on those spreading
fake news that a girl had been
allegedly raped at a private
college in Lahore.

Since the beginning of the
week, students have staged
protests in multiple cities of
the country's
province, demanding that al-
leged culprits of the claimed
crime be brought to justice.

While the protests caused
injuries to students and po-
lice alike, the authorities had
firmly stated that no wirl had
been raped. while the girl's
family had also ruled out the
sexual assault

During a press confer-
ence, the provincial chief ex-
ecutive said that a crackdown
should be launched "regard-
less of whether they belong
to the PTI [Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf] or Chaudhry Pervez
Elahi's Q-League”™

She also blamed the for-
mer ruling party for spread-
ing fake news and spreading

largest U

anarchy to damage the state,
especially at a time when the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
wanisation (SCO) summit
Was underway.
1 call them [PTI] a ter-
rorist organisation for some
reason. Who will compensate
for the loss that the child and
her family suffered as a result
of her name being used to
spark unrest,” she said, slam-
ming the Tmran Khan-
founded PT1

Maryam said an attempt
was made to run a campaign
in Punjab by misleading the
students on the basis of lies,
adding that a very “vile and
dangerous plan was made”
after the failure of protest,

siege, and anarchy.

I know very well who is
behind this incident and wall
not leave anvone who was
involved in this,"  she
stressed

A high-level committee,
formed by the Punjab gov-
ermment, has also stated in its
report that the girl had not

been raped and that she sus- |

tained injuries at her home.

The police registered a ||

first information report (FIR)
at the Defence A Police Sta-
tion against the spread of
misinformation and unveri-
fied news on social media.
She said that the authori-
ties were still looking for the
victim to date and added that
the girl whose name was
being taken as an alleged
Tape victim was undergoing
treatment in the hospital
since October 2 and the ac-
cused guard was on vacation,
CM Maryam added that
the incident was reported on
October 10, but the girl was
not present at her college on
the said day —RT/Agency

TDAP Champions Aquaculture Growth With

Workshop On Shrimp Farming In Pllll]ﬂb
o

MULTAN: The Trade Devel- §
opment Authority of Pakistan |}

(TIXAP) organized a work-
shop titled " Aquaculture Pro-
motion & Development in
Pakistan" at

sity, Multan, bringing to-
gether key stakeholders from
various ministries and de-
partments. The workshop fo-
cused on Pakistan's potential
in aquacultre, particularly
shrimp farming, and recent
advancements in freshwater
fisheries expons

Prominent speakers at the
event included Dr. Asif Raza
(Dean, Veterinary & Animal
Science Department), Dr
Anzer Mahmood Charta (Di-
rector General Wildlife &
Fisheries South Punjaby), Mr
Farhan Khan ( Assistant Figh-
eries Development Commis-
sicner, Ministry of Maritime
Affairs), Dr  Mubarak
Ahmed (Consultant Agro &
Food Division, TDAP), and
Mr. Junaid Watte (CEO,
Fisheries Development

oard)

Dr. Asif Raza opened the
event by discussing how
Punjab is leveraging new
regulations to boost freshwa-
ter fisheries and shrimp farm-
ing. Dr Mubarak Ahmed
shared a significant mile-
stone, noting that Pakistan is
preparing for its first-ever

e e

Muhammad § F
Nawaz Agriculture Univer- £

3 G-
freshwater fisheries expaort:
with the Central Asian mar-
ket offering immediate op-
portunities. He highlighted
that TDAP is targeting $1 bil-
lion in fisheries exports,
building on the $406 million
achieved by June 2024,

Dr. Anser Mahmood
Charta emphasized the vast
potential for shrimp farming
in Punjab, explaining how
saline groundwater in the re-
gion can be used for shrimp
cultivation. He spotlighted
the 130-acre shrimp farming
project in Muzaffargarh, ini-
tiated by Punjab
Maryam Nawaz, which has
already seen an $8 million in-
vestment in shrimp seed
ready for harvest

Mr Athar  Hussain
Khokhar, TDAP Director
General, speaking via Zoom,
discussed the global shrimp
market and the importance
of expanding Pakistan's
aquaculture exports, which

currently stand atr $70 mil-
lion compared 1o India's $8
billion. He expressed opti-
mism about upcoming ex-
ports from Punjab to China
Russia, and Central Asia, fa-
cilitated by the National Lo-
gistic Cell (NLC)

The workshop also fo-
cused on skills development,
with plans for internships
and training programs in
shrimp farming. Mr. Farhan
Khan of the Ministry of
Maritime Affairs stressed
the importance of interde-
partmental collaboration to
remove regulatory barriers
and streamline export logis-
tics. The event concluded
on a positive note, with dis-
cussions highlighting the
promising future of Pak-
istan’s aquaculture industry,
which is expected to boost
exports, create jobs, and po-
sition the country as a key
player in the glnbal seafood
market —|

Woman Busted For
Elaborate Kidnapping Plot
Using Marriage As Bait

KARACHIL: Police have
arrested a woman accused
of orchestrating kidnap-
pings by luring victims
into a marriage trap in
Sindh's Katcha area. Ac-
cording to SSP AVCC
Aneel Haider, the suspect,
Tania Rano, wife of gang
member Badeel Shar, was
working with dacoits to
lure unsuspecting citizens.

Tania allegedly com-

municated with her vie-
tims via video calls, prom-
ising marriage and con-
vincing them to meet her,
before delivering them to
the gang's base in Kash-
maore and Ghotki. She had
been provided with a SIM
card through a courier
service to facilitate these
operations.

Initially working with
one gang, Tania later col-

laborated with another
group of dacoits who of-
fered her a share of the
ransom. Her network e:
tended across  Punjab,
Sindh, and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa. At the time o

of her arrest, Tania had al-

ready ensnared a man from
Lahore, but police were
able to rescue him before
he was handed over to the
sang—RT/ Agency

NOWSHERA Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur has
isited Jalozai in Now-
shera district and inaugu-
rated a low-cost housing
scheme under the Naya
Pakistan Housing Pro-
gramme
According to sources in
KP Assembly, the scheme
spans 150 kanals and has
an  estimated cost of
Rs3,300 million, aiming to

Gandapur Unveils
Ambitious Affordable

Nowshera

By Dr. Mirza MB Qamar

VGUIRANWALA: National

i Institute of Management 415t
HouSIng Plan For I Mid-Career  Management
1 Course Islamabac delegarim

1 fice Gujranwala
The RPO gave a detailed

1 delegation about the working
of the entire Gujranwala re-
1 gion. Gujranwala Region Po-

1 lice is utilizing all resources
1 further improve service
delivery.The delegation of
National Institute of Manage-

ment 41st Mid-Career Man-
agement Course [slamabad
nslte:l the Regional Pollce

construct 1320 affordable comed by the po\ice oﬁ'lcers.
apartments, each with 780 1 later the RPO took the partic-

square feet. 1 ipating delegation to Gujran-
Individual with agwala Region, Gujarat,
monthly income below g Sialkot. Mandi Bahauddin,

Rs50,000 are eligible fory Briefed in detail about the
this scheme. 1 working of Hafizabad and
Additionally, the CM I Narowal, which the partici-

opened a sports complex in o pants showed keen interest.
Jalozai Scheme, costing Rs170 & He was told that the police is
using modern technology to

million, fmrumu, squash and
tennis courts, basketball court

1 visited Regional Police Of-

I briefing to the participating 8

maintain law and order and
control the crime situation
Gujranwala Region Police is
using all resources to i
prove service delivery. Anin-
tegrated system has been cre-
ated to control crime, wi

is yielding substantial results.
Due to which dozens of
gangs involved in theft, rob-
bery and robbery have also
- been arrested. While answer-
ing the questions of the offi-
cers included in the delega-
tion, the RPO said that
according to smart and com-
munity policing, the Punjab
Police is busy day and night
for the protection of life and
property of the people and
rule of law. Furthermore,
RPO  Tayyab  Hafeez
Cheema, while briefing the

Top Management Course
Delegation Visits RPO Office
In Gu;ranwala

pamu:lpanlq of the delegation,
said that the projects started
with the use of information
technology, such as the estab-
lishment of police service
centers, women enclaves and
Gujranwala, said that women
in any way other institutions.
‘Women can come to Enclave
for related issues. It is where
women's lack of share in
property, harassment and
olence at work, getting driv-
ing license and women can
enroll in driving classes,
among other important issues
are addressed. In Gujranwala
Police, a Pink Wells Police
Squad has been established
on Ladies Police Officer,
whose aim is to provide im-
mediate  protection  to
women.

and a S500-metre jogging
track. —RT/Agency

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting nine operations
across the country managed
to recover 212 kg drugs
worth over Rs 25 million
and arrested 11 suspects,
said an ANT Headquarters
spokesman here on Wednes-

1y.

He informed that 141.6
kg hashish was recovered
from an area near a univer-
sity in Shikarpur, Sukkur and

. an accused was arrested,

100 grams hashish and
35 intoxicated tablets were
recovered from the posses-
sion of an accused rounded
up near a university in Islam-
abad

The arrested accused
confessed to selling drugs 1o
students of educational insti-
Tutions.

The spokesman said that
the force is making all-out
efforts for drug-free educa-
tional institutions.

He further said that three

Massive Drug Haul:
ANF Seizes 212 Kilos
In Dramatic Nationwide

1

1 GUIRANWALA: Chief Sec-
retary Punjab Zahid Akhtar
1 Zaman chaired a meeting fo-
1 cused on enhancing the anti-
| polio campaign through dig-
tization of micro plans, He
aperations were conducted at - emphasized using G15-based
courier office in Sukkur and | maps to monitor the cam-
h was recovered | paign and announced that the

42 kg hash
from three parcels while ! digitized plans would be im-
three accused were also ar- | plemented starting from La-

rested hore in the next round. Dur-
In another operation at Ling a vidzo link review of the
Lahore Airport, 2450 kg ice |

anti-polio  campaign, he
stressed the importance of
scientific approaches for the
complete elimination of
pelio, including preparing
action plans to address
missed children. Special
teams will also be formed
to administer vaccine drops
al transit points, The Secre-
tary of Primary Health pro-
vided a detailed briefing,
noting that the national
anti-polio campaign m Pun-
jab will begin on October

Punjab Secretary Zahid Akhtar
Zaman Reviews Anti-Polio
Campaign Preparatlons

28, with campaigns in La-
hore, Rawalpindi, and
Faisalabad starting on No-
vember 3 and continuing in
33 other districts until No-
vember 1. The meeting in-
cluded participation from
Commissioner Gujranwala

Division Syed Naveed
Haider Shirazi, Deputy
Commissioner  Naveed

Ahmed, and health offi-
cials, along with represen-
tatives from international
organizations

was recovered from twol
Dubai bound passengers. |

28 capsules filled with |
ice were recovered from the |
stomach of a passenger
going 1o Saudi Arabia at La- |
hare Airport 1
Eresﬂrgnr kl\‘jc:;: b\vﬂa:s:?::o:; : TOBA TEK SINGH: A fe-
Kasur and an accused was = male teacher at Government
arrested during the opera- 1 Girls High School 256 GB has
tion been accused of brutal ly beat-

5 kg opium was recov- linga 10th- 0rade‘:[uden[ Alina
ered from two suspects | Imdad The incident, reported
rounded up in Thokar Niaz I'to have 1aken place near Ra-
Baig, Lahore 1jana, has led 1o a case being

Cases under the Anti- 1 filed against the teacher, Saira,
Narcotics Act have been | following a complaint from
registered against the ar- j the sdent’s uncle. The med-
rested accused and further yical-legal report confirmed
investigations are under  signs of abuse. Allegations
process —RT/Agency : state that Saira forced Alina

By Abid Mehmood Ch

Ayaz Hails

ISLAMABAD: Speaker
National Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadig has extended
heartfelt congratulations
to Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif and
all other stakeholders for
the successful organiza-
tion of the 23rd Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) summit
The prestigious event
attended by heads of gov-
ernments and senior offi-
cials from member states,
showcases Pakistan's
growing stature on the in-
Viernational stage.
In a statement, Ayaz
I Sadiq emphasized the sig-
Inificance of the SCO in
I strengthening cooperation
tand collective action
jacross key areas, includ-

Key Role In Reglonal'
Power Play Through |
SCO |

and with their hands raised
(K fcr half an hour. Aceording 1o
|he FIR, Alina's uncle, &o]ml

mld three other students 1o
Pakistan’s:

described Saira's violent be-
havior as a routine, causing
Alina 1o develop an inferiority
complex and cease anending
school after being unjus

beaten for not cleaning. In

sponse 1o inquiries, Vice Prin-
cipal Sarwat Bibi stated that

Toba Tek Singh Teacher Accused Of
Savage Assault On Helpless Student

the school administration is in-
vestigating the marter but
noted that the affected family

determined to pursue legal
action. The family has called
for immediate intervention
from the Punjab govemment
apainst teacher Saira

1 ByAbid Mahmood Ch
ing sustainable develop- S —————
ment, regional connectiv- | TOBA TEK SINGH: Near
ity. economic integration, ; Kamalia, a collision be-
climate  action, and ;tween a motorcycle and a
poverty alleviation. "The | rickshaw resulted in the
outcomes of this summit | death of one person and left
will undoubtedly con- two seriously injured. Ac-
tribute to a safer, more | cording to details, three in-
prosperous future for the ' dividuals were riding on a
region and the world," he ! motorcycle heading towards
noted  The Speaker also I Thana Mor when, due to
expressed his appreciation | speeding, their motoreycle
for the tireless efforts of I
all those involved in mak-
ing the event a resounding
success. "Their dedica-
tion, hard work, and com-
mitment to excellence
have brought immense
pride to Pakistan. Alham-
dulillah, their efforts have
paid off, and it is truly a
proud moment for the na-
tion.—RT/Agency

LAHORE: Soon after a high-
level committee, formed by
the Punjab govemment, pub-
lished its preliminary find-

Bilal Yasin

'Punjab's Food Minister

ILAHORE Punjab Chief

I Minister Maryam Nawaz

phas  made significant

changes to the provincial

cabinet, reallocating the

j portfolio of the Provincial
inister for Food.

Bilal Yasin has been re-
lieved of his duties as
Food Minister and as-
signed the portfolio of
Housing and Public Health
Engineering.
I A new

minister for

Cabinet Shakeup:

ings concerning the alleged
rape of a first-year female
student at a private college in
he police registered
ormation report
(FIR] at the Defence A Police
Station citing the spread of
misinformation and unveri-
fied news on social media.
he case has been regis-
tered by the police under sec-
tion 20 of the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act, 2016,
which deals with "offences
against dignity of a natural
person”, while other charges
include section 354 (assault
or criminal force to woman

Qusted As

Price Control and Com-
maodity Management will
also be appointed.

Additionally, Chief Min-
ister Maryam Nawaz has as-
signed Special Assistant
Rashid Igbal Nasrullah to
oversee the Zakat and Ushr
department.

A notification regarding

Rashid Igbal Masrullah's ap-
pointment has been issued
from the Chiet Secretary's
office —RT/Agency

with intent to outrage her
madesty); 500 (punishment
for defamation); 501 (print-
g or engraving matter

collided with a rickshaw
ahead of them on
Chichawami Road As a re-

sult, 20-year-old Rana
Mehran 30-year-old
Haider, and 18-year-old

Muhammad Waseem were
severely injured. They were
immediately taken to Tehsil
Headquarters Hospital Ka-
malia by the rescue team
Due to their critical condi-
tion, two of them were

known to be defamatory),
and 505 (statements conduc-
ing to public mischief)

The development comes
after social media was
flooded with public outery
over the alleged rape inci-
dent, with the matter going
wiral across vanous platforms
with photographs of some fe-
male students also being
widely shared.

The matter surfaced on
the internet after students of
a private college took to
streets on Monday to protest
against the alleged rape. The
demonstration tumed violent
after dozens of the protestors
were injured in violent
clashes with protesters and
law enforcers. The protests
also continued on Tuesday
and Wednesday in difference
cities of the province.

According to the FIR, the

Tragic Road Crash Claims Life,
Leaves Two Clinging To Survival

transferred to District Head-
quarters Hospital Toba Tek
Singh. However, 20-year-
old Rana Mehran suc-
cumbed to his injuries on
the way. After completing
the necessary formalities,
the police handed over the
deceased’s body to his fam-
ily. One of the injured indi-
viduals is reported to be in
critical condition at the hos-
pital

Police Clamp Down On Spread Of
Shocking Unverified Reports In
Lahore Rape Case

news of the alleged rape of
the student went viral on so-
cial media. It added that var-
ious students were asked to
confirm the incident, while
the concerned girl and her
parents completely denied its
accurrence.

The FIR further stated
that the girl's parents said that
their daughter fell in the
house on October 2 and suf-
fered deep injury.

The girl's treatment was
done at the Lahore General
Hospital and Ittefag Hospital
till October 11 with 15 days
of bed rest recommended to

=
&

r
"After the injury, the
daughter neither went to col-
lege nor elsewhere,” read the
FIR, adding that the family's
reputation was damaged fol-
lowing the spread of misin-
formation —RT/Agency
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EDITORIAL

Thursday, October 17, 2024

he recent uproar over the alleged
rape incident at a private college in
Lahore has brought to light the enor-
mous influence of social media—
both its power to inform and its potential to
mislead. In today’s digital age, information
travels at lightning speed, often without ver-
ification, leading to a dangerous mix of truth,

Founders: Late Kazi Saced Akbar, Late Kazi Jawad Akbar, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher: Kazi Sajjad Akbar

misinformation, and speculation.

Last week, social media was ablaze with
reports of an alleged rape on a Lahore cam-
pus. The news went viral, sparking protests
and demands for justice. However, Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz has now de-
bunked these allegations, calling the incident

Thursday, October

17,2024

The weaponization of social media

a “fabricated story™ meant to incite unrest
and tarnish the government’s image. She fur-
ther accused political rivals of exploiting the

REGISE

<=NAL TIMES:

situation for their own agenda. The father of
the alleged victim also denied any assault,
clarifying that his daughter’s injuries were
the result of an accident at home, not a
crime.

The incident serves as a grim reminder of
how social media can be weaponized. While
it can spread awareness and rally people to

just causes, it can also become a breeding
ground for rumors, leading to panic, unrest,
and the unfair targeting of individuals. In
this case, a family’s privacy was invaded,
and the community was stirred by unsubstan-
tiated claims.

It is hoped that restraint and common sense
will prevail, allowing authorities to address
legitimate concerns without the noise of mis-
information. While social media remains a
vital tool for connectivity and advocacy, its

users must exercise responsibility and verify

facts before sharing. Only through careful
discernment can we ensure that such plat-
forms serve to inform rather than deceive.

REGIENAL TIMES!
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HYDERABAD:

Members and leaders of the civil society are hol

2 a protesi ai the

Hyderabad Press Club against the alleged rape of a lirst-year female student by a se-

curity guard.-RT

JSQM Leader Sanan Khan

Qureshi Mobilizes For
Massive Paigham-e-Sindh

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD ISOM
Chairman  Sanan  Khan
Qureshi paid a visit to Hyder-
abad to review arrangements
for the Paigham-e-Sindh
March to be raken out in
Umerkot on the 27th Octo-
ber The JSOM Chairman
chaired a meeting of the
party leaders and workers
which was arended by
Degdar Sham, Momin Samo
and others. Addressing on the
occasion,  Saman  Khan
Qureshi said that the rally
will be taken out in Umerkot
to present the real image of
Sindh which is the land of
Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif
Bhittai (RA), Hazrat Sachal
Sarmast (RA), Makhdoom
Bilawal (RA), Sufi Shah In-
ayat Shaheed (RA, and Sain
GM Syed. He also rejected
the proposed construction of
dams and other projects on
the River Indus. He ex-
pressed concern over the
water shortage and other

problems which are being the rights of tlle penp\e of

faced by the people of Sindh.
He also condemned the mis-
use of Sindh's resources and
vowed to continue service for

March

Sindh. On the occasion,
Ramzan Khaskheli, Advo-
cate Nawab Burdi, Faisal
Mastoi, Azad Kunbhar,

Rasheed Detho,

Soomar
Khan Jamali, Babu Jan
Khushk, Zahoor Halipote,
Sohail Bhutto, Mor Shah and
others were also present.

Syed Mehmood Alam Shah
Slams Cracker Attack Near
Nisar Khuhro's Home

By Syed Daim Shah

GHARO: Syed
Mehmood Alam Shah,
the Information Secre-
tary of the Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party { PPP) in Dis-
trict Thatta, strongly
condemned the cracker
attack on the residence
of PPP Sindh President
Nisar Khuhro mn
Larkana. In a statement,
he described the attack

as a cowardly act and an
open act of terrorism
that will not be tolerated
under any  circum-
stances.

He stated that ene-
mies of Sindh are plot-
ting to divide the Sindhi
nation, but the PPP will
never allow such con-
spiracies to succeed.
Alam Shah emphasized
that cowardly actions by
miscreants cannot intim-

idate or frighten the
leadership of the PPP.
He reiterated that the
PPP will continue its
struggle for the rights of
the Sindhi people and
democracy at all costs.
Furthermore, he called
for the immediate iden-
tification and arrest of
the miscreants responsi-
ble for the attack on
Misar Khuhro's resi-

Family's Protest

Forces

Kumb

Police To Rescue
Abducted Man

By Naz Solangi

KUMB: In the village of
Muhammad Arab Solangi
near Khairpur, retired soldier
Muharram Solangi was ab-
ducted by armed men. The
wvictim's mother, Ms. Hooran
Solangi, protested at the po-
lice station, stating that her
son had been kidnapped by
armed men Munawar alias
Mano Wassan and Asif Was-
san sinee yesterday.

Upon receiving this infor-
marion, the Khairpur police,
along with a team, rescued
the abducted Muharram
Solangi from a locked room
at the village's outhouse,

where he was found bound
with ropes. However, the po-
lice failed to make any ar-
rests. Abducted Muharram
Solangi stated that he had
been tortured by his captors
snce yesterday, and they had
deprived him of water, result-
ing in visible injuries from
sticks and cigarette burns on
his body, with blood flowing
from his face.

The Station House Of-
ficer (SHO) of Kumb
mentioned that the victim
had been abducted from
the jurisdiction of Kotdiji
police station, and an FIR
would  be registered
there

Insaf Students

College

By Abdul Sattar

KHAN: A protest rally

was held in Tando
Muhammad Khan led
hy Mustafa  Khan,

Shoaib  Shaukat, and
Kabir Kolachi from the
Insaf Students Federa-
tion in respoense to the
alleged assault on stu-
dent Kinza Saleem at a
private college in La-
hore, as well as police
brutality against stu-
dents. The protest
march started from the
Insaf House and
reached Matli

dence

Chowrangi. Speakers

Federation Erupts
In Protest Over

Assault

Incident

TANDO MUHAMMAD s

lence to suppress stu-
dents' voices.
They called for a

transparent investiga-
tion into the Lahore in-
cident and legal action
against those involved
Protesters  also  de-
manded the immediate
release of their leader,

Imran Khan Notable
participants  included
Aftab Nizamani

Nizama

Saleem s
Rafiq

Ibrahim Zaunr,

Tariq Anwar Siyal Rallies
PPP Leaders For Upcoming
Power-Packed Event

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: A meeting was
held at Anwarabad Siyal
House, organized by Tarig
Anwar Sival, President of the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
Taluka Bagrani, to discuss
preparations for the upcom-
ing rally on October 18 in
Hyderabad. The meeting saw
participation from key party
members, including General
Secretary  Abdul Rehman
Jatoi and Information Secre-
tary Jan Muhammad Brohi
During the meeting, Tarig
Anwar Siyal emphasized the
importance of strong partici-

i

Siyal. He un Lerl party work-

leadership, including Presi-

pation from the Bagrani ers to prepare in advance for dent Asif Ali Zardari and
Taluka in the rally, led by for- the event. Siyal reaffirmed Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
mer Provincial Home Minis- the party’s commitment to re- Zardari, indicating a unified
ter and MPA Sohail Anwar spond o directives from PPP front for the upcoming rally

Zaunt, and others

ADC-1 Muhammad
Ibrahim Almani Leads
Crucial DC&ICMeetmg

By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: The
Population Welfare Depart-
ment of the Government of
Sindh, in collaboration with
RIZ Consulting, held a meet-

ing of the Dlstn(t Coordina-

tion  and ion

development partners  at-
tended the meeting,

The primary purpase of
the meeting was to inform
the DC&IC members about
the rollout and scale-up plan
for the DMPA-SC self-injec-
tion program, as well as to

Committee {[}C& IC) for
Tando Allahyar on October
16, 2024. The meeting was
chaired by Additional Deputy
Commissioner-l, Muhammad
Ibrahim Almani. Representa-
tives from the Population
Welfare Department (PWD),
Department  of Health
(DOH), PPHI, RMNCH, and

tlanf‘,' the co ‘s Tole
in effectively implementing
this program in the district
Key discussions included the
objectives and strategies for
the rollout, guidelines for

self-injection, strengthening
coordination mechanisms in
the district, and developing a
comprehensive action plan
for implementation at the dis-

trict level

DMPA-SC is a simple
and effective contracep-
tive method that empow-
ers women in making re-
productive health
decisions, ensuring safe
intervals and healthy tim-
ing. The chairperson and
committee members ex-
pressed their commitment
to support the implemen-
tation of self-injection and
agreed to hold regular
meetings  every three
months to review the
progress of DMPA-SC
self-injection and other
family planning methods.

Strict Road Restrictions And

Anti-Cheating Measures Enforced
In Shaheed Benazirabad

NAWABSHAH: Com-
missioner of Shaheed
Benazirabad Division,
Syed Muhammad Sajjad
Hyder, has issued a noti-
fication imposing re-
strictions under Section
144 to prevent tractors
without tires from trav-
eling on newly con-
structed roads in Sha-
heed Benazirabad. This
measure aims to protect

public roads from dam-
age. SHOs have been au-
thorized to take action
against violators under
Section 188 of the PPC
This decision follows
recommendations from
Deputy Commissioners
of Shaheed Benazirabad,
Sanghar, and Naushehro
Feroze to safeguard
roads built and repaired
at a cost of billions of
rupees for public con-
venience

Additionally, in a
separate  noti tion,
Commissioner  Hyder
has  enforced Section
144 in all examination
centers in Taluka Moro
during the final exams
of the Allama Igbal
Open University’s
Spring Semester to pre-
vent cheating. Police
have been empowered to
stop unauthorized indi-
viduals from entering
the examination venues
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Shahzeb Khan Strikes
Gold: Pakistan's Hero
Triumphs At Asia
Open Taekwondo

INDONESIA:  Pakistan's
Shahzeb Khan won the gold
medal by defeating Calamba
of the Philippines in the final
of the -54kg weight category
at the Asia Open Khyurogi
Taekwondo Championship.

In the first round,
Calamba scored 11 points
and Shahzeb managed six.

In the second round,
Shahzeb played brilliantly
and won by 10-3 and then
won the third round 18-0 to
win Pakistan's first gold
medal in the event.

Earlier, Shahzeb qualified
for the final by defeating Hi-
davat Tomakaka of Indonesia
12-14, 16-14 and 22-0 in the
semi-final

In lhe +37 kg welgn cat-
egory final, Kablan of Kaza-
khstan won the gold medal
by defeating Hameza Saeed of
Pakistan by a margin of 5-1
and 4-4 points.

Meanwhile,
Olympic Asso
ident Syed Abid Qadri,
Secretary General Khalid
Mahmoed, Chairperson
Special Olympics Pakistan
Ronak Lakhani, Pakistan
Tackwondo Fc,duﬂnun
President Col
Janjua and CEO Omar
Saced congratulated
Shahzeb for winning guld
and Hamza Saeed for win-
silver medals for
an.—Agency

Pakistan

Cricket Showdown:
ECB Warns India Pullout
Could Shatter Champions

Trophy

ENGL. AND As the Buard

for Cricket Control in India in;

(BCCT}) is yet to decide on
sending a team to Pakistan
for the upcoming 1CC Cham-
pions Trophy 2025, the
land and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) Chair Richard
Thompson said: "It would
not be in cricket's interests
for India not to be playing [in
the event]."

Pakistan are scheduled 1o
host the prestigious 1CC
toumament in February next
wear, however, India's partic-
ipation remains uncertain as
the BCCI seeks the New
Delhi's approval o visit the
country.

India has not travelled 1o

Pakistan since 2008 and both are

the historical rivals have not
had any bilateral series since
2012-13.

Urging both South Asian
nations to reach a decision
amicably, Thompson said
thar BCCI ("Ilailman Jay
Shah is going
role to play in
"There's geopolitics, and then
theres cricketing geopolitics
I think they'll find a way
They have to find a way.

Thompson and ECB
Chief Executive Richard
Gould are currently in Pak-
istan where they interacted
with British journalists in
Multan during the ongoing
second Test between Pak-
istan and England

The ECB senior leader-
ship's statement came ahead

2 hope
would find a solution and

of the upcoming 1CC meet-
in Dubai.

ECB Chief Executive
Richard Gould emphasised
the need to protect broadcast
rights from a potential ne;
tive impact if the Champions
Trophy is played without
India or Pakistan

He said that it would take
for both nations 1o make a
decision since they have a
reasonable time to reach a
conclusion

ECB Chair Thompson
and Chief Executive Richard
Gould signalled at raising
possibilities of a hybrid
model if India choose not 1o
travel w0 Pakistan for the
Champions Trophy as there
"lots of different alterna-
tives and comingencies avail-
able” in the event.

Thompson said Pak-
istan is the host nation for
the prestigious event
which is a big moment for
the country. He expressed

Sajid Khan's Rampage: England
Crumbles To Paklstan S Spm Wizard

MULTAN Pakistan
bounced back in the game
as four English wickets fell
in a span of a few overs in-
cluding robust opener Ben
Duckett leading England 1o
finish the second day's play
of the second Test against
Pakistan at 239/6 at the
Multan Cricket Stadium on
Wednesday

Pakistan's Sajid Khan
got his team back in the
game as he grabbed the all-
important wickets of centu-
rion Duckett, Harry Brook
and Joe Root. Earlier, he
had dismissed Ollie Pope.

The visiting side were
pretty much leading the
game from the top with
Duckett's smashing hun-
dred to lead England's ro-
bust reply to Pakistan's
first-innings 366

Duckett reached his
fourth Test hundred on 129
balls - his slowest-ever

hundred comparing to hls
ton on 8§ balls vs India,
105 balls vs Pakistan and
106 balls vs Ireland.

Root was with Duckett,
cheering him on but failed
to replicate his partner's
score and was dismissed by
Sajid Khan after scoring 34
off 54 balls, leaving Eng-
land at 211/3

Within the next couple
of  overs Pakistan's
bowlers found their rhythm
and dismissed Duckett at

114 runs. dangerman Harry
Brook and skipper Ben
Stokes.

Earlier, the touring side
side were 88 for one at tea
with Duckett unbeaten on
53 and Pope on five.

Duckett combined in a
breezy 73-run  opening
stand with Zak Crawley,
who led a charmed life be-
fore he fell for 27

Crawley survived a nun-
out after a mix-up with
Duckett only because

bowler Sajid Khan had bro-
ken the stumps before he
could collect the ball

Sajid appeared 1o have
redeemed himself in the
next over when his lbw ap-
peal against Crawley was
upheld.

Pakistan's  joy was
short-lived, however, as
Crawley, convinced by
Duckett, reviewed the deci-
sion, which was reversed
after replays confirmed the
ball would have narrowly
missed the stumps.

Crawley could not make
the most of the reprieves,
though, and fell to Noman
Ali

i
After the caught-behind
against Crawley had been
turned down, left-arm spin-
ner Noman cajoled his cap-
tain Shan Masood to re-
view the decision and
replays  confirmed an
edge.—Agency

England Shake-Up: Ex-Chelsea Boss Tuchel
To Lead Natlonal F ootball Team

Former Chelsea manager
Thomas Tuchel has agreed
to take on the role of Eng-

land manager.
He will become the third
non-British permanent

coach to lead the England
men's team. The German
coach will officially succeed
Gareth Southgate, who re-
signed after England's de-
feat to Spain in the Euro
2024 final.

According to  BBC
Thomas Tuchel will take

8| charge after Lee Carsley's

interim spell. which con-
cludes with England's last
two Nations League
matches  in November

against Greece and the Re-
public of Ireland. Thomas
Tuchel's official unveiling is
expected on Wednesday at
Wembley.

Thomas previously man-
aged Chelsea from 2021 1o

2022, winning the Champi-

ons League, FIFA Club
World Cup. and UEFA
Super Cup.

His most recent manage-
rial post was at Bayern Mu-
nich, which he left after the

club failed to secure the
Bundesliga title last season.

England's main objective
under Thomas will be to se-
cure qualification for the
2026 World Cup, hosted by
the United States, Canada,
and Mexico

The Football Association
(FA) had also approached
Pep Guardiola in the sum-
mer, but the Manchester
City manager declined

Thomas's appointment
adds to his impressiv,
sume, which includes stints
at Paris Saint-Germain and
Borussia Dortmund, where
he won multiple domestic ti-
tles —Agency

Men's Ashes 2025-26 Unveiled: Epic

PERTH: Cricket Australia
has officially unveiled the
dates for the highly antici-
pated 2025-26 Men's Ashes
series, set 1o kick off at Perth
Stadium from November 21-
25, 2025, The announcement
was made on Wednesday at
an event held at Scarborough
Beach, Perth, with support
from the Western Australian
Government

The iconic five-match se-
ries will begin with the "West
Test” in Perth, followed by a
day-night Test at the Gabba
in Brisbane (December 4-8)
and the raditional Christmas
Test at Adelaide Oval (De-
cember 17-21). The famous
Boxing Day Test ar Mel-
bourne's MCG (December
26-30) and the New Year's
Test at Sydney's SCG (Janu-
ary 4-8) will maintain their
usual timeslats, providing a
classic Ashes summer experi-
ence for cricker fans

with Australian Cricker
seven-year scheduling plan,
designed to offer more cer-
rainty for fans and enhance
parmerships with g
ments and 1our;
ments. By
Ashes dates early,
Australia aims to help inter-
national and interstate fans
plan their trips in advance
Joel Morrison, CA Exec-
utive General Manager for
Events and Operations, ex-

pressed excitement about Ihe
series:

There is already enor-
mous excitement surround-
ing the 2025-26 NRMA In-
surance Ashes series and we

- are pleased to announce the

dates for the
five?Men's?Tests ™o enable
fans across the world

o lockin?their?travel Jplans

“Beginning with the West
Test at Perth Stadium, the
2025-267Ashes dates align

Opening Clash Set For Perth

with our recently released
seven-yearTinternational
schedule and we are grate-
ful Mor?thesupport state and
i overnments  are
to enhance and
ZIOW U Major events
Morrison highlighted the
support from state and terri-
tory governments, empha
ing the significance of the
Ashes in the global sporting
calendar: "The history and
excitement of the Ashes
make it one of the
world's?most icmuc’cpnrl-
events a.nd"ue are?de-
i

tend n\er Two summers?in

Messi Matches
Ronaldo: Argentina
Thrashes
Bolivia 6-0

Argentine fooball legend Li-
onel Messi equalled Por-
tuguese football star Cris-
tiano Ronalde's record for
maost international hat-tricks
as he scored his 10th such
hat-trick.

Messi, 30, achieved the
latest feat as his national
team thrashed Bolivia 6-0 in
South American gualifiers
for the 2026 World Cup in
front of & home crowd at the
Monumental stadium and
helped score two more goals
In only his second in-
ternational  appearance
since recovering from an
injury sustained at the
Copa America in July, the
Inter Miami star capi-
talised on a mistake by de-

fender Marcelo Suarez to
open the scoring in the
19th minute.

Bolivia  goalkeeper
Guillermo Viscarra made a
couple of fine saves to pre-
vent the hosts from ex-
tending their lead but he
was beaten in the 43rd
minute when Lautaro Mar-
tinez scored from Messi's
quick cross.

Argentina made it 3-0
just before the break, with
Messi setting up Julian Al-
varez 10 score. The eight-
time Ballon d'Or award
winner completed the hat-
trick, scoring with a left-
footed drive to take his
tally to 112 goals for his
country. —Agency

Explosive Video: Haris
Rauf's Heated Clash With
Kamran Ghulam

Resurfaces

LAHORE: Pakistan's batter
Kamran Ghulam made an
outstanding debut, scoring
a brilliant century against

England on the first day of

the second Test in Multan

The 29-year-old hit 118
off 224 balls, which in-
cluded 11 fours and one
¢ Pakistan to a
5 by stumps.
Ghulam's impressive per-
formance came after Pak-
istan faced early trouble,
losing two wickets for just
19 runs.

Ghulam, who replaced
the out-of-form Babar
Azam in  the ling-up,
formed a erucial 149-run
parmership with Saim Ayub
{77) for the third wicket
He also built a 65-run stand

2025 - g with
CommBank'?\\'omen'e
Ashes?this summer,
which?includes?the his-
toric?MCG?day-night Test,
and culminates in the
Men's Ashes next sum-
mer. —Agency

with Mol d Rizwan
{37*), helping Pakistan re-
cover and finish the day in
a strong position. Ghulam
reached his century after
280 minutes at the crease,
hitting a boundary off Joe
Root, becoming the 12th

TS
ALLALL

C 4
Pakistani batter to score a
century on Test debut

This achievement comes
after Ghulam's long wait
for a place in the national
team, following his record-
breaking performance in
the 2020 domestic season,
where he amassed 1,249
nns,

However, as Ghulam's
name trended on social
media, an old controversial
video from the Pakistan
Super League (PSL) resur-
faced In 2022, fast bowler
Haris Rauf slapped Ghulam
on the field after the larter
dropped a catch during a
Lahore Qalandars martch.
Though the incident drew
attention, the two players
quickly made peace, with
Rauf hugging Ghulam later
in the match

Despite this past contro-
versy, Ghulam's Test debut
has now overshadowed the
incident, with his century
making headlines and of-
fering Pakistan —Agency

that both nations

they would see the entire
event in Pakistan

Sources closer v PCB
said that Pakistan firmly

stond by its stance to host

REGIENAL TIME!
e — O ——

-

the major cricketing event
in entirety and is continu-
ing renovation of all stadi-
ums for it. They added that
the Champions Trophy
would be a world-class
and memorable event for
all teams and cricket
fans —Agency
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Truth Exposed: Inside
Taylor Swift and Travis
Kelce's 'Break-Up ontact'

e
games due to security
concerns.

In the wake of Taylor
Swift and Travis Kelce's
breakup rumours, an in-
sider shared with Life &
Style that the duu is still
going "strong.”

They also explained
that the songstress's ab-
sence from the footballer's
games was not due to a
so-called "breakup-con-
tract,” but because of Tay-
lor's security concerns.

"Taylor was rehearsing
for the next leg of her
tour, plus there was some
concern over security at
stadiums,” the source con-
fided.

"It was by no means a

are with their romance,
which is still totally rock
solid," the insider also
confirmed before signing
off from the chat.

For those unversed, ru-
mours started to crop up
about whether everything
was okay betw them,
when Taylor Swift, a reg-
ular visitor to Travis
Kelee's games, did not at-
tend a few NFL matches
in the last month.

However, after a few
days  the  songstress
showed up for her beau,
and lately the couple was
spotted enjoying a double
date with Blake Lively
and Ryan Reynolds, an-
other power couple of
Hollywood

Ageless and Bradless Jolie: Angelina's

Angelina Jolie has re-
portedly had some work
done to face ahead of the
promotions of Maria.

Sources say the cos-
metic procedures also come
as she faces stress from her
legal battle with her ex-hus-
band, Brad Pitt

The tipster told Life &
Style that the "stress over
her court battle [with Brad
Pitt] was taking a toll" on
her beauty

Pressure from these is-
sues has let the signs of
aging on the Oscar winner,
insiders said

So, to block them, An-
welina has taken a key step
“She’s such a beauty and
looks great a 49 for the
most  part,”  the bird
chirped.

"But clearly, she's had a
ton of new work done in
time for all the publicity for
Maria,” the snitch revealed

Secrets to Defying Time Unveiled

L. . ¥ N

On the other hand, an
other alleged stressor An-
weling is going through is
the poor reception of her
upcoming directorial film
Without Blood

"Angelina is a little an-
noyed that she's having to
Juggle the solid success of
Maria, which has firmly put
her in the Oscar race and
back into business with
Netflix, and her passion
project, Without Blood,"

- the mole squealed to In

Touch.
Her alleged disappoint-
ment stemmed from her
high expectations for the
mowvie.

"A movie Angelina
thought could change the
world when she first initi-
ated it, but which now is
stained by apathetic re-
views and a weak audience
response at its film festival
debut.”
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JSQM Unleashes Protests
Over Police Crackdown
During Karachi Peace March

Poda Pakistan's Plight
Takes Center Stage On Int'l
Day Of Rural Women’s
Rights In Khairpur

Mir Irfan Khan Talpur
Honors The Brave Martyrs
Of Karsaz Tragedy

By Gada Hussain
Bhanbhro

NARO: The JSOM organ-
ized a protest in Naro
against the police baton
charge and arrests of Sindhi
women and elders during the
Karachi Peace March.
JSOM President Advocate
Sajjad Panhiar, along with
Azad Sanjish Meghwar,
Shaukat Panhiar, and others,
condemned the police ac-
tions as intolerable. They ex-
pressed strong opposition to
the brutality, stating that
such acts are an affront to

the digni
and cri

of Sindhi people
cized the violence

under the guise of religious
extremism.

Outrage In Badin: Teachers Rise
Up Against Massive Corruption
By District Accounts Officials

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: Teachers staged a
protest against corruption
at the Treasury Office in
Badin, led by GSTA Taluk
Badin President Kashif
Qadir Memon. They rallied
from DC Chowk to demand
strict legal action against
corrupt officials who are
allegedly extorting bribes
from teachers. Protesters
accused Treasury Office
officers, including the dis-
trict officer and auditor, of
harassing teachers and
forcing them to pay bribes.

They called for an anti-cor- punishments for the cor- ras
severe tupt. and an end to the ha- fecting teachers.

ruption inguiry,

= |
™

cnl. am.i bribery

IRC Hosts Urgent
Awareness Seminar For
World Food Day

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: A seminar was or-
ganized by the Intemational
Rescue Committeg (IRC) ar
the Khangarh Govemnment
Bays Secondary School in
observance of World Food
Day. The event saw signifi-
cant participation from teach-
ers, students, local citizens,
and individuals from various

backgrounds 1R( leaders,
including training  expert
Zahid Ahmed, communica-
tion officer Faraz Ahmed
Marri, and district coordina-
tor Zulfigar Ali, provided
awareness on food access
and its importance as a fun-
damental human right for a
better life and future. Stu-
dents also participated in a
quiz  competition,  and

speeches were given 1o raise
awareness about food issues
Leaders emphasized that
today is celebrated globally
as World Food Day, and the
seminar aimed o highlight
food as a basic human right,
urging that everyone men,
women, and children should
have access 1o quality food
and aveid substandard prod-
UCTS.

SSP Saddam Hussain Khaskheli
Delivers Compensation To Widow
Of Fallen Policeman

By Hashim Brohi

TACOBABAD: S5P Jacoba-
bad, Captain (Retd) Saddam
Hussain Khaskheli, pre-
sented  a  compensation
cheque of 10 million rupees
to the widow of martyred

Head Constable Rasool Bux
Brohi. During the event, SSP
Khaskheli praised the brav.
ery of the martyred officer,
stating, "He faced criminals
with courage, and we take
pride in his bravery. The
Sindh police stand with our

officers, and we are respon-
sible for the welfare of the
martyr's children and will
take care of their needs. Ra-
s00l Bux Brohi was killed in
a police encounter on March
@ 2024, within the A Section
Thul jurisdiction

Journalists Unite: Intensive
Workshop Held In Kotri

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: A workshap for
journalists was conducted in
Kotri, featuring senior jour-
nalist and former General
Secretary of the PFUJ, Nasir
Zaidi. He was accompanied
by Syed Abdul Haad. Jour-
nalists from the Jamshoro
district participated, includ-
ing leaders from warious
press clubs such as Zulfikar
Solangi (Sewhan National
Press  Club),  Muzaffar
Khokhar (Bhan Press Club),

and Abbas Palari (Nooriabad
Press Club), amang others
Nasir Zaidi discussed the de-
cline of print media, stating it
lacks the influence it had
until the 1990s. He high-
lighted that editorials play a
crucial role in empowering
print media. Referring to the
murder of Dr. Shah Nawaz,
he emphasized that it
awareness about extrajudicial
killings across the country.
Zaidi urged joumalists to re-
main truthful in their report-
ing, noting the sacrifices

made by Sindh’s journalists
for democracy and press
freedom. He recalled being
imprisoned during Zia's mar-
tial law but remained com-
mitted to the cause He criti-
cized the current state of
journalism, contrasting it
with the past when editors
maintained ownership of
news and ensured thorough
verification before publica-
tion. At the workshop, press
club president Dhani Bux
Barijo presented guests with
ajraks and caps

Khairpur's Civil Society Rallies
For Peace At Major Conference

By M Igbal Soomro

THARI MIRWAH: A peace
conference was organized
by the Civil Society of

Khairpur at the police
headquarters, with SSP
Khairpur Dr. Samiullah

Soomro as the chief guest.
He was awarded the Peace
Award 2024 in recognition
of his and his team's out-
standing performance. The
conference featured a wel-

come ceremony and peace
tableau presented by school
children, which was well-
received by participants. A
documentary showcasing
Dr. Soomro's performance
was also sereened. During
the event, commendations
were given to DSPs, SHOs,
and other police officials
for their exemplary work
during the Jagirani Solangi
incident, along with awards
and Ajraks. S5P Dr. Sami-

ullah Soomro praised the
Civil Society for organiz-
ing the conference, stating
that the police are commit-
ted to protecting the public
24/7. He highlighted the
importance of fostering tol-
erance and brotherhood in
society and emphasized the
need to provide quality ed-
ucation to children,
cially girls, to eradic
norance and elevate the
nation

By Nasem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: On the Inter-
national Day of Rural
Women’s Rights, October
15, representatives from
Poda Pakistan, including
Madam Hira Aman and
Madam Samina Zohaib,
highlighted the ongoing
struggles of rural women in
Khairpur. They emphasized
that despite advancements in
developed countries, women

in Sindh are still denied
basic rights, including edu-
cation and the right to iden-
tity cards and inheritance.
The organization aims to
raise awareness among rural
women about their rights
and has conducted seminars
in UC Gondro and UC
Bagro. They urged the dis-
trict administration and the
Sindh government to take
effective measures to ensure
these rights are upheld

Shock In Kandhkot: Young
Man Gunned Down In
Deadly Ambush

By Adnan Bhatti

KANDHEOT. In a tragic in-
cident within the jurisdiction
of A-Section police station,
an unknown assailant shot
and killed a local villager,
identified as Azhar Mahar.
Following the shooting. the
perpetrators fled the scene,
firing indiscriminately in the
city. The deceased was a
teacher at a private school,
and his body has been trans-
ferred o the civil hospital in

Kandhkot. Reports indicate
that the shooting stemmed
from an ongoing dispute in
the Mahar Sabzoi area,
where another individual
had previously been killed
over the same issue. Resi-
dents are now living in fear
due to the brazen gunfire,
while police have been un-
able to apprehend the as-
sailants. As of the latest up-
dates, no formal report of
the incident has been filed at
the police station

Tragedy In Badah:
Another Young
Life Lost To Malaria
Outbreak

By Ibrahim Farooqui

BADAH: In Badah and its
surrounding areas, malaria
and gastroenteritis have led
to the deaths of four children
in just two days. 17-year-old
Ali Raza, a resident of Za-
karia Colony, succumbed to a
severe fever caused by
malaria  His death has
brought devastation to his

By Shahid Majeed

JHUDCY: A general workers'
meeting of the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) Jhudo was
held The meeting paid trib-
ute to the sacrifices and
struggle of Shaheed Mo-
htarma Benazir Bhutto and
the party's workers for the
restoration of democracy. [t
was resolved that there
would be strong participa-
tion in the rally on October
18 to honor the martyrs of

democracy. PPP Jhudo's
President, Mir Irfan Khan
Talpur, stated that they
salute all martyrs of democ-
racy, highlighting the pride
in Shaheed Mohtarma Be-
nazir  Bhutto's  struggle
against dictators and for the
restoration of democracy. He
added that Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari also works
tirelessly for 16 hours to up-
hold the rule of law, and
everyone should act as a sup-
port for him in working for

the party. Chairman Mir
Kamran Khan Talpur re-
marked that October 18
marks a significant tragedy in
the country’s history, as
peaceful pro-democracy indi-
viduals faced a cowardly at-
tack by terronsts. He paid
tribute to all martyrs and em-
phasized that the party's
workers are an asset, affirm-
ing their commitment to
stand by their leaders, as both
leaders and workers have
sacrificed for the party.

Thousands Gather In
Sakrand For Annual Urs Of
Hazrat Yousif Faqir (RA)

By Khadim Hussain
Shaikh

KADHAN: A vibrant cele-
bration took place at the his-
torical site of Sheikhani
Ghaari in Kadhan. The event
included seminar and tradi-
tional poetry sessions. at-
fracting a large number of at-
tendees to the annual Urs of
Hazrat Yousil Fagir (RA).

The event was hosted by Dr.
Nawaz Ali Lund, Fagir
Khadim Hussain Lund, and
Fagir Malik Ashtar, with
prominent writers, poets, and
singers in attendance. They
emphasized the significance
of the area, noting that it has
long suffered from a lack of
drinking water due to the de-
pletion of the Indus River's
resources.  Speakers  ex-

pressed concemns about the
potential construction of new
canals that could deprive the
Kotri Barrage area of river
waler, making the region un-
inhabitable. The gathering
wis chaired by Anb Gopang,
with special guest Tanveer
Abro and others including
district vice chairman Fida
Hussain Mandhro and vari-
ous local dignitaries

Taxi Stand Tensions At
Shadi Pali Railway Station
Demand Urgent Action

By M Bachal

UMERKOT: A taxi stand has
been reestablished at Shadi
Pali railway station, based on
an application from local
resident Sunjay Kumar, Fol-
lowing checks by authorities,

due toits illegal
status. Mama Javed, claim-
ing to own the adjacent prop-
erty, insisted he could park
his taxi there, leading 1o taxi
drivers  occupying  the
square.  Reports  suggest
Javed does mot own any

cabin he occupies are on
wovernment land. Authorities
plan to vacate the area and
take legal action against
Javed for encroachment. In
response, Javed claimed
ownership under his parents’
names, but locals are calling

the local police ordered its property. the shops and for verification of his claims
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family, with his mother expe- |
riencing  fainting  spells. I
Local politicians and com- |

NATIONAL

munity members have stated
that the negligence of the |
health d.epaﬁmenl is resulting
in the loss of innocent chil- 1
dren’s lives They have urged |
the administration 1o send
medical 1eams door-1o-door
to control this outbreak and
alleviate the public's distress.

Soaring Poultry

Prices Hit Hard As :
Residents Cry Foul!
Over Rising Costs !

TALHAR: Chicken meat
prices have surged in Talhar
and surrounding areas, with
local authorities seemingly
unable to intervene. In the
city, chicken is being sold
for up to 720 rupees, while
in other towns of District
Badin, it reaches 660 ru-
ees

Chicken vendors cite that

there is only one supplier for

chicken in Talhar, contribut- !
ing to the high prices Resi-

dents express frustration,

noting that although chicken |
sales are curn enll} low, 1
prices remain steep. Th
have appealed to the district |
administration of Badin and |
the local authorities to take |
action to lower chicken |
prices and penalize vendors |
selling at inflated rates —RT |

SAU Students i
Shine At Prestigious 1

International !

Parasitology Conference i
In Lahore l

1 area of Vehari where vehicle

By Irfan Ali Khushk

TANDO JAM: The Stu-
dents from Sindh Agricul-
ture University (SAU)
Tando Jam, who are cur-
rently interning at the
University of Veterinary
and  Animal Scien
(UVAS) Lahore, partici-
pated in the 3rd Interna-
tional Parasitology Con-
ference titled
Paracon-24:Tackling
Food Security Chal-
lenges." The event was
organized in collaboration

exchange. The students
from Sindh Agriculture |
University had the oppor- |
tunity to meet foreign 1
professors and delegat
which fostered academic
and research collabora-
tions in the field of par.
sitology. The students en- 1
thusiastically participated |
in all the sessions and 1
represented their unive
sity with great intere
The Vice Chancellor of
Sindh Agriculture Univer-
sity, Dr. Fateh Marri, ap-
preciated the participation

with the Higher Educa- tudents, calling the |
tion Com n (HEC) ex ce a valuable op-y
and the Pakistan Para- for them to en-

sitology Department. In-
ternational delegates and
experts from Iran, China,
Scotland, and Tunisia at-
tended the conference,
providing an excellent
platform for knowledge

their academic
skills, connect with inte !
national experts, and ex-
plore new research oppor- I
tunities to address keyl
issues in agriculture and |
Food safety,

Bloody Ambush: Four Policemen
Injured In Deadly IED Blast In Buner

BUNER: Four pnlicemen,
including the in-charge of
the police post, were anLIldd
on Wednesday when an im-
provised explml\e device
(IED) went off near a police
1van in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Buner dis-
trict, a police official said.

Speaking to media, the
spokesperson to the Buner
district police officer, Israr
!\ imad, said, "A police ve-
hm]e was on its routine pa-
|rnl in the Nawagai area,
Vand when it reached the
)(ankai ("Imwk, an IED ex-
plods

I]we police official said
that the in-charge of the po-
lice post ar Ambela, Assis-
tant Sub-Inspector (ASP)

Shahid Zada, Constable
Noor Mohammad, who was
the driver, Constable

Iftikhar Ali, and Constable
Alraf Ahmad were injured in
the artack.

"The injured policemen
have been shifted 1o a hospi-
tal in the area and their con-
dition is stable," he said

Ahmed added thar fol-
lowing the artack, police
began a search operation in
the area and the District Po-
lice Officer (DPO), Shah
Hassan, himself was leading
the operation to find the per-
petrator who attempted 1o
kill the police personnel

The incident is the latest
in a string of attacks on po-
lice officials and check-
posts, particularly in KP and
Balochistan

In another incident in
Buner  in  September,
unidentified suspects
torched a government pri-

mary school and detonated
an [ED as a police team re-
turned from the bumt school
in Meragai. No casualties
were reported in that inci-
dent. Meanwhile, an artack
took place on Monday
where five militants wearing
burgas and suicide vests
were killed as four police
officials embraced martyr-
dom in an arempt 1o foil a
gun and bomb attack on
Igbal Shaheed Police Lines
in Bannu Pakistan has
larely seen a rise in terrorism
incidents, particularly in KP
and Balochistan. Atacks
have escalated after the
banned Tehresk-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) broke a frag-
ile ceasefire agreement with
the government in 2022 an
vowed to target security
forces —RT/Agency

Heartbreaking Tragedy: Four Family
Members Killed As Vehicle Overturns

VEHARI: At least four
members of a family lost
their life after a vehicle over-
I turned in Vehari, media re-
ported on Wednesday.

As per details, the inci-
dent occurred near Ladan

overtumned when the driver
slept while driving

In Vehari

The rescue officials
stated that the incident re-
portedly claimed life of four
family members who were
on their way back from La-
hore.

In January this year, two
individuals dead, 10 others
injured after a bus full of

National Highway due to
dense fog. The rescue offi-
cials reported that a bus car-
Tying passengers was over-
turned on the national
highway due to heavy fog
and low visibility near Kot
Khalifa, leaving two dead
and multiple passengers in-

passengers overturned on jured —RT/Agency

Non-Bailable Arrest Warrants
Issued For Key Figures In
Explosive May 9 Incident

PESHAWAR: An anti-terror-
m court (ATC) in Peshawar
has issued non-bailable ar-
rest warrants for three indi-
viduals accused of involve-
ment in the May 9 protest j
case, media reported

Ag per details, the ac-
cused Abdul Rehman, Abdul
Jabbar Baghi, and Latif Ali,
whao failed to appear in court,
will now be arrested and pre-
sented before the court.

The May 9 protests in Pe-

shawar were marked by vio-
lence and destruction of pri-
vate and public property, re-
sulting in the loss of one life

The case has been ad-
curned until October 19,
and Provincial  Minister
Meena Khan Afridi is also
named in the case.

Earlier, the Anti-Terror-
ism Court acquitted all 18
accused, including  PTI
workers, in the May 9 riots
case due 10 lack of evidence

The defendants were ac-
cused of protesting in Landi
Kotal on May 9, blocking the
Torkham Road, damaging
property, and damaging an
Anti-Narcotics Force vehi-
cle er, the court
found no evidence against
them and acquitted all 18 de-
fendants. The verdict was
announced by Judge
Muhammad Igbal of the
Special Anti-Terrorism
Court —RT/Agency
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Competitions Vital For
Youth Talent: Nasir Shah

KARACHL Sindh Provin-
cial Minister for Energy,
Development, and Plan-
ning, Syed Nasir Hussain
Shah, emphasized that
highlighting the talents of

the youth and providing [}

them with employment
opportunities are among
the top prierities of the
Sindh government. He
shared these remarks as
the chief guest at the first
All Karachi Inter-Univer-
sity Speech Competition,
held at the NUML Univer-

sity Karachi Campus in E

North Nazimabad.

The event saw partici-
pation from 38 students
representing over 20 uni-
versities across the city.
Minister Nasir Shah noted
that competitive events
play a vital role in bring-
ing out the hidden poten-
tial of young people, who
represent the future lead-
ers and innovators of Pak-
istan.

fter hearing the
speeches of these students,
I am convinced that our
youth possess immense
talent and potential . Insti-
tutions that support and
showcase this talent de-
serve full backing from

the government,” he said.
"The future of Pakistan is
in capable hands, and pos-
itive activities in educa-
tional institutions can sig-
nificantly uplift society.”

He also highlighted the
government's commitment
to facilitating educational
activities for the youth, in-
cluding a plan to solarize
the NUML University
building to ensure an unin-
termupted power supply for
students.

Shah further urged the
youth to reject the nega-
tive propaganda spread by
anti-state elements about
Pakistan and emphasized
that under the govern-

ment's pro-people poli-
cies, the country is regain-
ing confidence among
both foreign and domestic
investors.

Brigadier (Retd.) Ali
Haider Kazmi, Regional Di-
rector of NUML Universi
praised the institution's ef-
forts in promoting leader-
ship skills and positive ac-
tivities among the youth,
calling the event an impor-
tant step in that direction.
Also in attendance were PP
District Central Information
Secretary Asad Hanif, and
prominent academics in-
cluding Dr. Shehla, Dr.
Sabir, Dr. Hasan Ahmed,
and Dr. Fazal Hussain. —RT

Pursue Knowledge, Not Just
Grades: Dr. Ishrat Hussain
Inspires Students At SMIU

KARACHI: Dr. Ishrat Hus-
sain, former Govemnor of the
State Bank of Pakistan and
Advisor to the Prime Minis-
ter on Institutional Reforms,
emphasized the importance
of competition, knowledge,
and hard work over fa-
voritism and grade-chasing

Speaking at Sindh Madres- [

satul  Islam  University
(SMILT) during a lecture ti-
tled "My Experiences and
Encounters,” he urged stu-
dents to focus on acqu
skills and knowledge, assur-
ing that jobs will come to
them rather than the other
way around

Addressing students at
the Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto
Auditorium as part of
SMIL's "Popular Lecture
Series," Dr. Hussain shared
insights from his career and
academic journey, recalling
his experiences at the Uni-
versity of Sindh. He cred-
ited his teachers for their
commitment to their stu-
dents' success and stressed
the need for educational re-
forms in Pakistan

Praising past intellectu-
als like Allama 1.1. Kazi and
Dr. Mabi Bux Khan Baloch,
he lamented the absence of
such figures in today's aca-
demie landscape, calling for
the revival of inspiring role
models for the younger gen-
eration. He also reflected on
his time as a deputy com-
missioner in  Shikarpur,
where he initiated a college

for girls, empowering many
women in the area to pursue
higher education.

Dr. Hussain highlighted
his diverse professional
background, from teaching
at the Uni
serving in civil service and
international organizations.
He encouraged the youth to
explore different career
paths and to view "brain
drain” positively, as reumn-
ing home with international
expertise can contribute to
national progress.

He further emphasized

the significance of learning
local languages, sharing his
awn experiences in East
Pakistan, where his fluency
in Bengali enabled him w
connect with the people

Dr. Mujeeb Sahrai, Vice
Chancellor  of SMIU,
praised Dr. Hussain for his
contributions to Pakistan's
development. The lecture,
attended by faculty, stu-
dents, and dignitaries, con-
cluded with a question-
and-answer session and a
presentation  of  sou-
venirs.—RT

Sindh Revolutionizes Education
With New Matric And
Intermediate Grading System

KARACHLI In a bid to mod-
emize the education system.
the Sindh government has
announced a new grading
policy for matriculation and
intermediate exams, marking
the first province in Pakistan
to make this shift. According
to & notification by Muham-
mad Abbas Baloch, Secretary
of Boards and Universities,
students will now receive
grades rather than traditional
marks or positions, effective
from 2025

Under the new system,
the top three positions will be
eliminated, and grades will
be awarded based on percent-
age scores. For example, an
A++ grade will be given to
students scoring 95% or
above, while those between
Q0% and 94%% will receive an
A+

The move, formulated by
the Inter-Board Coordination
Committee (IBCC), is aimed
at standardizing assessments
across the board. The grading
scale includes B++ (80-84%)
for "Very Good," B+ (75-
79%) for "Good," B (70-
74%) for "Fair," and C (60-
69%) for "Above Average "

While Sindh leads the
way, other provinces like
Punjab, Chyber
Pakhtunkhwa, and Balochis-
tan have yet to adopt similar
systems. Educationist Syed
Abidi from Lahore praised
the initiative, stating that it
provides a more comprehen-
sive evaluation of student
performance and prepares
them for future academic
challenges.

Abi

i
that the new system aligns

also highlighted

with the grade point average
(GPA) approach used in uni-
versities, which will help stu-
dents transition smoothly
into higher education. How-
ever, he cautioned that ad-
justments in  curriculum,
teaching methods, and as-
sessment techniques will be
crucial for the system's suc-
cess, particularly in rural
areas where students may
face challenges in adapting to
the change.

The new policy is seen as
a step toward fostering criti-
cal thinking and inquiry-
based learning, with the
potential to revolutionize
how students prepare for
exams. However, its long-
term impact on education,
especially in  under-re-
sourced areas, remains to
be seen.—RT/Agency

Tragedy In Karachi: Historic
Three-Storey Bulldmg Crumbles In Old City

KARACHI: A three-storey
building in Karachi's historic
Pan Mandi area collapsed on
Wednesday morning during
demolition work, local media
reported. The  structure,
which was in a state of disre-
pair, came down 1|11cxpcct—
edly, but authorities con-
firmed no casualties.
Located within the juris-

itage, Police and rescue

teams, including 1122 per-
sonnel, swiftly drrm.d at the
scene to clear debris. Accord-

1 ing to officials, workers were

dismantling  the building
when it suddenly collapsed.

Investigations are under-
way to determine whether
proper safety protocols were
ohserved during the demoli-
tion —RT/Agency

Set To
EV-Bike

ARACHI: Sindh's Senior
Minister, Sharjeel Memon,
called for a focus on na-
tional development and
progress, urging the public
to disregard negative prop-
aganda. Speaking at the
launch of E-Turbo's elec-
tric motorcycle (e-bike),
Memon congratulated the
company and expressed
confidence that Pakistan
would soon export these e-
bikes to international mar-
kets

Memon highlighted the
success of previous electric
vehicle (EV) initiatives, in-
cluding the launch of e-
buses in Sindh, and re-

Pakistan

Boost
Exports:

Sharjeel

vealed plans for introduc-
ing EV-taxis next. He also
mentioned that a Chinese
transport  company  had
been approached to manu-
facture EV-buses in Pak-
istan.

Stressing the impor-
tance of sustainable energy,
the minister emphasized
that electric vehicles are a
cost-effective and envi-
ronmentally friendly solu-
tion. He urged the public
te support the green en-
ergy transition, noting that
it would not only reduce
diesel costs but also miti-
gate environmental pollu-
tion.—RT

Sindh

Small

Industries
Corporation To
Revive Training

Centers: Jam Ikram

KARACHI Provincial
Minister for Industries and
Commerce, Jam Tkramul-
lah Dhargjo, announced
that the training centers
managed by the Sindh
Small Industries Corpora-
tion (SSIC) will be revital-
ized 1o provide vocational
and technical training to
youth, enabling them to
become productive mem-
bers of society.
Addressing a meeting
at his office, Dharejo em-
phasized the importance of
resolving the financial cri-
sis facing the institution
and urged officers 10 work
diligently twoward this
goal. He also stressed the
timely payment of em-

ployee salaries as a prior-
ity.

During the briefing, it
was revealed that SSIC
oversees 22 industrial es-
tates and seven artisan
colonies across  Sindh
Dharejo highlighted the
need for activating these
training centers and im-
proving the recovery of ar-
rears from industrial plots
to stabilize the corpora-
tion's financial situation.

The meeting was at-
tended by Secretary Indus-
tries  and Commerce
Muhammad Yasin Shar
Baloch, MD SITE Ghaz-
anfar Ali Qadri, and MD
Small Industries Sarwar
Faheem —RT

KCCI President Calls For FBR
To Delay Affidavit Rule For Sales

KARACHL: Muhammad
Jawed Bilwani, President
of the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(KCCI), has recommended
that the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) defer the
requirement for taxpayers
to submit an affidavit with
their Sales Tax Returns.
He argued that while tax-

payers must affirm the ac-

curacy of their informa-

tion, they could still face
penalties for vendors'
wrongdoings.

In a statement, Bilwani
noted the confusion sur-
rounding the current pur-
chasing process, urging
the FBR to clarify which

Tax Returns

vendors are trustworthy or
establish standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) for
purchases. He recalled
that FBR officials previ-
ously advised businesses
te check vendor compli-
ance on their website, a
practice now complicated
by the affidavit require-
ment, which could be used
against businesses in cases
of vendor tax evasion.
Bilwani also expressed
concerns over the FBR's
increased audits, which he
believes contradicts the
Finance Minister's prom-
ise of an IT and Al-driven,
streamlined audit process
He cautioned that more

auditors could lead to cor-
ruption and inefficiencies.
While he acknowledged
some positive aspects of
the FER's transformation
plan, he stressed the need
for collaboration with the
business community to ad-
dress ongoing issues.

Following a recent
meeting with the Chair-
man of FBR at Customs
House in Karachi, Bilwani
expressed hope that the
FBR would consider the
challenges and sugges-
tions presented to create a
more taxation-friendly en-
vironment essential for
business and economic
growth. —RT

FPCCI And FBR
Joining Forces For
Groundbreaking Taxation
Reforms: Atif Ikram Sheikh

KARACHI:  Atif  Tkram
Sheikh, President of the Fed-
cration of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce and In-
dustry (FPCCI), announced a
significant partnership be-
tween FPCCI and the Fed-
cral Board of Revenue
(FBR) to develop compre-
hensive taxation reforms. He
emphasized that effective
revenue generation is crucial
for Pakistan's fiscal health
and must involve a consulta-
tive and inclusive approach.

The announcement fol-
lowed a visit by FBR Chair-
man Rashid Mahmood Lan-
grial 0] FPCCI's
headquarters in Karachi,
where he engaged with sen-
ior trade, indlustry, and media
representatives, Sheikh rei-
erated that taxation reforms
should focus on broadening
the tax base, simplifying the
tax systemn, and rationalizing
tax rates to foster a suppori-
ive taxation culture.

FPCCI Senior Vice Presi-

dent Saquib Fayyaz Magoon
raised concerns over FBR's
ambitious revenue target of
PKR 12.97 trillion, high-
lighting the disparity with
the economy’s 2% growth
rate. He warned that this
could lead to new taxes and
financial burdens on the al-
ready taxed business com-
munity.

Magoon criticized recent
government policies, includ-
ing the abrupt withdrawal of
the 1% full liability for ex-
porters and the implementa-
tion of the Tajir Dost Scheme
without proper consultation,
resulting in a 99% revenue
shortfall. He called for a re-
wvision of problematic SRO
350 (12024 and urged the
revival of the Aliemnate Dis-
pute Resolution Committes
{ADRC) for smoother tax
processes.

He also proposed simpli-
fying the Export Finance
Scheme (EFS), which cur-
rently takes 3-4 months due

to its  complexity, and
wamed against including Ex-
port  Processing  Zones
(EPZs) in the regular tax
scheme, as it would deter in-
vestors,

Khurram Ejaz, a member
of the PM's committee, ques-
tioned why Pakistani ports
do not operate 24/7 like their
international  counterparts
and urged the implementa-
tion of FBR's LIVE project
0 improve customs proce-
dures. Chairman Langrial
acknowledged the need to
reduce tax rates to alleviate
burdens but stated it was not
feasible under current con-
ditions, He expressed opti-
mism about potential inter-
est rate cuts and emphasized
that promoting a tax culture
is essential for the econ-
omy's recovery. Langrial
also noted that tax evasion
remains a significant issue,
urging efforts to target
evaders rather than compli-
ant taxpayers.—RT

Sindh Government Unveils
Ambitious Plan To Restore 350,000
Hectares Of Mangroves

KARACHT: Chief Secretary
of Sindh, Asif Hyder Shah,
met with a 40-member dele-
gation from the Senior Man-
agement Course today, in-
cluding key officials such as
Additional Chief Secretary
Home Mubhammad Igbal
Memon and 1G Sindh Ghu-
lam Nabi Memon.

During the meeting, Shah
outlined the Sindh govemn-
ment's development initia-
tives, highlighting a signifi-
cant allocation of 959 billion
rupees for the current year
)-le announced that the Malir
is set for com-

Karachi Commissioner
Syed Hassan Naqvi
Inspects Biogas Plant

Progress

In Mallr

KARACHI: Commis-
sioner Karachi Division,
Syed Hassan Nagvi,
along with Deputy Com-
missioner District Malir,
Irfan Salam Mirwani, and
CEO of Sindh Enterprise
Development Fund
(SEDF), Khizar Pervaiz,

waste Energy Ventures
Pyt Limited (BEVPL) in
Gadap's Nagori Coopera-
tive Dairy Farming Soci-
ety. The visit rked the
start of construction for
the second digester of the
biogas plant.

The Government of
Sindh has established
SEDF to encourage in-
vestment in SMEs and
MSMEs, driving eco-
nomic growth, creating
jobs, and  reducing
poverty. SEDF offers
technical and financial
support, including mark-
up subsidies, to promote
value addition in sectors
such as agriculture, clean

visited the site of Bio- i

energy, and technolo;
The BEVPL pr
supported by SEDF,
volves a commercial-
scale biogas plant capa-
ble of preducing 11,000
cubic meters of bio-
methane da

1pp!
stries in Karachi. The
PKR 800 million proje
co-financed by Bank Al-
falah and USAID, will
primarily use a
waste and other
biodegradable materials
as feedstock.

Commissioner Nagvi
praised SEDF for its role
in advancing clean energy
in Sindh, while Deputy
Commissioner Mirwani
lauded the project spon-
sors  for their
progress. CEO SEDF em-
phasized that the project
would  reduce carbon
emissions and contribute
to the socio-economic de-
velopment of Sindh and
Pakistan —RT

"

ple[mﬂ by 2025 and that the
reconstruction of schools
damaged by the 2022 floods
is in progress, with a targer
completion date of 2028
The Chief Secretary re-
ported that 200,000 houses
have been rehabilitated fol-

Towing the 2022 floods, with
over 430,000 additional
homes constructed to the
plinth level. He emphasized
that Sindh's Public-Private
Parmerships  (PPP)  have
eained international acclaim,
citing completed projects
such as the Karachi-Thatta
Dual Carriageway and ongo-
ing initiatives like the Malir
Expressway and Dhabeji In-
dustrial Zone:

Highlighting environmen-
tal efforts, Shah announced a
plan under the Carbon Pro-
ject o restore mangroves
across 350,000 hectares, with
the Sindh government having
received $14.7 million in car-
bon credits so far He pro-
jected annual earnings of $13
to $20 million from carbon
credirs.

The Chief Secretary also
outlined a 3200 million

hudget for road construction
and a $320 million allocation
for canal rehabilitation under
the Sindh Flood Emergency
Rehabilitation Project, which
totals $530 million for infra-
SIrUCTure fesworation.
Additionally, the Sindh
Police reported a significant
decrease in crime rates this
year, with street crime inci-
dents dropping from 93,467
last year to 56,877 this year.
The meeting concluded with
updates on police efforts in
the Katcha area, including
the deaths of 84 dacoits, the
arrest of 542 suspects, and
the martyrdom of 31 police
personnel during operations
A budget of Rs 4.8 billion
has been ser for enhancing
police station  autonomy,
alongside ongoing recruit-
ment for 25,000 additional
constables —RT/Agency

Riaz Chandio Demands Justice For
Shahnawaz Kumbhar s Murder

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: Riaz Chandio

Chairman of the Jeay Sindh
Mahaz, addressed an emer-
gency press conference at the
District Press Club Malir, de-
manding a judicial investiga-
tion into the murder of Dr.
Shahnawaz Kumbhar and ac-

countability for those in-

volved. He stated that their
peaceful struggle will con-
tinue until the perpetrators
are punished. Riaz Chandio
criticized the Sindh govern-
ment for fostering a culture
of militancy, claiming that
SSPs from Umerkot and Mir-
purkhas have yet to be ar-
rested in connection with
Kumbhar's murder. He con-
demned police  brutality

against protesters from na-
tionalist parties and civil so-
ciety on October 13, describ-
ing ‘the treatment of peaceful
citizens as shameful

He accused Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam of using
funds from drug dealers to
wather Afghan refugees at
the Gamma Stadium in
Mirpurkhas, which he as-
serted was ed by the
people of Sindh. Chandio
claimed that the leader-

ship of Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and Murad Ali
Shah is instigating new
conflicts in Sindh, and
vowed that residents will
not compromise on the
rights to their resources.
Protests against the PPP's
actions were planned from
Kashmore to Nagarparker.
Other attendees included
Zameer Hajano, Imdad
Jalbani, Hamid Sindi
and Niaz Jatoi.
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Barring that natural expression of
villainy which we all have, the man
looked honest enough.

—Mark Twain
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ISLAMABALD: The heads of
delegation from Shanghai
Cooperation  Organization
(SCO) member states on
Wednesdav reaffirmed their

SCO Leaders Double Down On Peace And

ogy, environment and climate
change.

The heads of delegations,
reaffirming their desire to en-
sure stable economic and so-
cial d in the SCO

fo fully re-
solvmg dlspules through dia-
logue and consultations be-
sides emphasizing the
importance of strengthening
cooperation across various
sectors, including politics, se-
curity, trade, finance, and cul-
tural ties, to build a prosper-

ous, peaceful, safe, and
ecologically  sustainable
planet.

In a joint declaration is-
sued at the conclusion of the
two-day SCO Council of
Heads of Government (CHG)
meeting held here, the heads
of delegations called for sus-
tainable and inclusive eco-
nomic growth of member
states by optimizing the re-
gion's potential in areas such
as green development, digital
economy, trade, e-commerce,
finance and banking, invest-
ment, high technology, start-
ups and innovation, poverty
alleviation, health care, in-
cluding traditional and folk
medicine, agriculture, indus-
try, transport, logistics con-
nectivity, energy, mtlud]ng
renewable energy, communi-
cations, science and technol-

region, noted the importance
of implementing the SCO
Economic  Development
Strategy for the period up to
2030 and the Program of
Multilateral Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation of the
SCO member states.

They stressed the need for
coordinated efforts through
the mechanisms of relevant
cooperation in order to im-
plement the respective action
plans.

The event was chaired by
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif and was at-
tended by the leaders from
the SCO member states in-
cluding China’s Premier of
the State Council Li Qiang,
Prime Minister of Belarus
Roman Golovchenko, Prime
Minister of Kazakhstan
Olzhas Bektenov, Russian
Prime  Minister Mikhail
Mishustin, Tajik Prime Min-
ister Kohir Rasulzoda, Uzbek
Prime  Minister Abdulla
Aripov, Kyreyzstan's Chair-
man of Ministers® Cabinet
Zhaparov Akylbek, Trade
Minister of Iran Sevved Mo-

Prosperlty Pledges

hammad Atabek, and Indian
External Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.

Besides, Mongolia is par-
ticipating in the summit as an
Observer State being repre-
sented by Prime Mimister
Oyun-Erdene Luvsannamsrai
and Turkmenistan as a Spe-
cial Guest represented by
Deputy Chairman of the Cab-
inet of Ministers Rashid
Meredov.

Among other dignitaries
attending the moot include
SCO Secretary-General
Zhang Ming, Director of Ex-
ccutive Committee SCO Re-
gional Anti-Terrorist Struc-
ture (RATS) Ruslan
Mirzayev, Chairman of the
Board of SCO Business
Council Atif Tkram Shaikh
and Chairman of the Council

of SCO Interbank Union
Marat Yelibayev.

The heads of delegation
noted significant shifts in the
global economy due to ad-
vancements in technology
and e-commerce, expressing 2
concem over reduced invest-
ment and disrupted supply
chains caused by protection-
ist measures and trade barri-
s,

Opposing unilateral sanc-
tions and trade restrictions,
the delegations emphasize
the need for a multilateral
trading system to support
global sustainable develop-
ment

Belarus,  Iran.  Kaza-
khstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Russia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan reiterated their
support for China’s One Belt,

One Road initiative, high-
lighting ongoing collabora-
e efforts to integrate this
project with the Eurasian
Economic Union.

The heads of delegation
underscored the importance
of leveraging regional poten-
tial and international cooper-
ation to facilitate equitable
interactions within the SCO,
They called for sustainable
and inclusive economic
growth, advocating for opti-
mization in green develop-
ment, digital economy, health
care, agriculture, energy, and
environmental initiatives.
Heads of delegation also

praised Kazakhstan's chair- res

|rm.ns|1ip of the SCO for
2023-2024 and emphasized
the importance of implement-
ing decisions from the July 4,
2024, CHS meeting, while
expressing  support  for
China’s chairmanship for
2024-2025
They noted that the mem-
ber states advocate respect
for the right of peoples to in-
dependently and democrati-
cally choose their political,
social and economic develop-
ment, emphasising that the
principles of mutual respect
for the sovereignty, inde-
pendence, and territorial in-
tegrity of states, equality, mu-

tual benefit, non-interference
in internal affairs, non-use of
foree or threat of use of force
are the basis for the sustai
able development of interna-
tional relations.

They reaffirm the com-
mitment to the peaceful set-
tlement of differences and
disputes between countries
through dialogue and consul-
tations.

They emphasized the im-
portance of leveraging re-
gional potential and interna-
tional cooperation to foster
broad, equitable interactions
in the SCO region based on
international law and mutual

pect.
They highlighted the need
to enhance trade and eco-
nomic ties through the “New
Economic Dialogue” concept
among SCO member states.

They also stressed the im-
portance of leveraging the
digital economy and techno-
logical innovations to boost
regional competitiveness and
ensure that technology bene-
fits all

The Heads of delegations
stressed the importance of
deepening cooperation in the
field of information security,
the relevance of the “digital
divide™ issue and advocated
for exploring the creation of

1

a for cross-bord
data exchange.

They noted the role of
standardization tools in trade
facilitation and called for the
promotion of mutually bene-
ficial and equal interaction
between the SCO member
states, as well as the ex-
change of experience in these
areas.

They acknowledged the
significance of the SCO In-
dustry Ministers’ Meeting
and proposed its next session
in 2025, emphasizing that
support for creative indus-
tries will enhance competi-
tiveness, reduce unemploy-
ment, and foster sustainable
growth in the region

They supported establish-
ing an exchange of experi-
ences on national industrial
policies and IT standardiza-
tion. They emphasized the
lmpurlanu of developing
micro, small, and medium-
sized enterprises to drive eco-
nomic growth and job cre-
ation, advoecating continued
cooperation under the 2018
Memorandum  of  Under-
standing.

Heads of delegation em-
phasized the importance of a
unified energy vision, calling
for continued cooperation in
energy infrastructure, secu-

rity, and i
able energy.

They reaffirmed the im-
portance of implementing the
road map for increasing the
use of national currencies in
mutual settlements and sup-
ported proposals for an inde-
pendent settlement mecha-
nism and  converging
payment systems.

They also recognized the
SCO Business Council's role
in fostering business cooper-
ation and noted the Interbank
Association’s efforts in ESG
financing and financial inno-
vations, along with Iran’s in-
tention to join the [BA.

Heads of delegation em-
phasized enhancing rail way
transport cooperation and
welcomed the upcoming
meeting of Railway Adminis-
trations in Moscow. They ad-
vocated for innovative tech-
nologies  in  multi-model
transport and called for de-
veloping infrastructure, logis-
tics, and safety measures,
aligning with the SCCFs Con-
cept of Cooperation on ports
and logistics centers.

They also advocated
for enhanced cooperation
in environmental protec-
tion, biodiversity conser-
vation, and waste manage-
ment.—RT/Agency

in rengw-

PM Shehbaz To Wine And Dine
Coalition Partners On Constitution
Amendment Plans

ISLAMABAT: Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Shehbaz Sharif
vited lawmakers of all ooal:-
tion parties for a lunch on
Thursday ahead of the Na-
fional Assembly in which the
26th constitutional amend-
ment is likely 1o be pre-
sented

According 1o sources, the
meeting will take place at
Parliament House at 2 pm.
All lawmakers of coalition
parties in the centre have
been issued invitations

Meanwhile, the special
committee meeting of the
Parliament on the constitu-
tional amendments has been
rescheduled.  The special
committee meeting was ini-
tially called at 12:30 pm but
now it will be held at
11:30am on Thursday.

Earlier on Tuesday, the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) and Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party (PPP) success-
fully reached an agreement
on constitutional amend-
ments following their meet-

ing in Karachi
This was disclosed by
JUI-F Maulana  Fazlur

Rehman and Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) Chairman

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari while
addressing a joint presser in
Karachi.
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
said that his party and PPP
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
agreed on the draft of consti-
tutional amendments, hailing
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari for
the consensus.
The JUI-F chief however
rejected the government's
initial proposed constitu-
tional amendments, terming
them unacceptable. He
stressed the need for non-
controversial constitutional
amendments, saving that the
nation, constitution, and par-
liament require a united
vioice

Speaking on the occasion,

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said
that JUI-F Chief Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman will be meeting

with  Pakistan ~ Muslim
League-Nawaz  President
Nawaz Sharif on Wednesday.

He said that the PML-N
will also be invited to support
the draft finalised by the JUL-
Fand PPP.

“We will try to include
PML-N in this consensus,”
Bhumo Zardari said, empha-
sising thar the agreement be-
tween PPP and JUI-F will
serve as the foundation for
future negotiarions.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said that the goal is 1o resolve
public issues, rather than fo-
cusing on individual interests
or timing —RT/ Agency

Gandapur And
Hammad’s Fiery
Feud Over PTI’s
D-Chowk Protest

AMABAD Aﬂer Ihe
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insafl’s
(PTT) Chctober 15 D-Chowk
protest was postponed, K
ber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur and
senior leader Hammad Azhar
engaged in a heated ex-
change of words during the
party’s "divided” political
committee meeting, sources
told media.

The KP chief minister, ac-
cording to the sources, en-
dorsed  postponing  the
protest, while Azhar — citing
the alleged mistreatment of
the party, its leadership and
workers insisted thar it
should be held, as the coun-
ry wel fnlelon digni-

PM Shehbaz And Russian
Counterpart Bond Over
Boosting Tles At SCO

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif and his
Russian counterpart Mikhail
Mishustin on  Wednesday
agreed to pursue robust dia-
logue and cooperation in the
areas of trade, industry, en-
ergy, connectivity, science,
technology and education
During a cordial and sub-
stantive meeting at the Prime
Minister's House on the mar-
gins of the 23rd SCO CHG
meeting, both prime minis-

ters discussed the entire spec-

trum of bilateral cooperation
and noted the positive mo-
mentum in Pakistan-Russia
relations over the last two
decades, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.

PM Shehbaz fondly re-
called his first foreign visit to
Moscow, expressing a desire
rm  these warm

into a lasting
tnc‘ndshlp with Russia,

He reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitrment to strengthenimg
political, economic, and de-
fence ties with the Russian
Federation.

PM Shehbaz reaffirms
Pakistan's commitment to
strengthening political, eco-
nomic, and defence ties with
the Russia

Both sides agreed to en-
hance cooperation at multi-
lateral forums, including the
United Nations {UN) and the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCQ).

for suppomnb ]"aklstans
BRICS bi

P i v
He also thanked Russia

[t _—
SCO summit today with
wnrld leaders from IO coun-
d

id,
marking a step mwa:d deeper
collaboration on the global
stage,

The premier recalled his
productive meeting  with
President Viadimir Putin in
July this year in Astana dur-
ing the course of which they
had agreed to meaningful en-
hancement of relations be-
twieen the two countries

He also emphasised the
need for direct flights be-
tween Russia and Pakistan to
enhance connectivity be-
twieen the two countries

Russian PM Mishustin
appreciated the remarkable
arrangements made by Pak-
istan for the 23rd SCO Coun-
cil of Heads of Government
meeting

Paklbtan marked a key
diplomatic milestone as it
hosted the highly-anticipated

Mth PM Shehbaz in chair.

Furthermore, he also
thanked the government and
the people of Pakistan for the
warm welcome and exem-
plary hospitality extended to
him and the Russian delega-
tion.

He expressed his desire to
further bolster the existing
cooperation between Russia
and Pakistan to the next
level. The two prime minis-
ters agreed to maintain
close cooperation in all
areas of mutual interest.
Both leaders also agreed on
lingual exchanges between
the two countries to en-
hance people-to-people re-
lations and increase cooper-
ation among the banking
sectors of the two countries
to facilitate trade and in-
vestment—RT/Agency

taries for the cihza.ﬂLh'zu (‘mp—
eration Ory,xnl:a[mn (SC0)
conference

Gandapur, in response 1o
Hammad, taunted him about
hiding himself and asking
workers to step our for the
demonstration.

“You are hiding yourself
and telling the workers o
come out, while T have come
to Islamabad twice,” said the
KPCM

He further complained re-
parding the lack of the party's
Punjab’s leadership, high-
lighting that those from KP
were instead arrested. Gan-
dapur insisted that the party's
KP workers needed to be res-
cued He said that  the
provinee's machinery and re-
sources were with the federal
government, along with em-
ployees stationed in Islam-
abad Azhar, on the other
hand, asked Gandapur o
avoid blame and taunts, say-
ing that he would personally
lead from Punjab

He mwold the KP chief

minister to maintain a poliri-
cal, moral, and civilised tone,
stating thar differences of
opinion should not be ex-
pressed using derogatory lan-
guage —RT/Agency

Deadlock Drama: Special
Committee Meeting Hits
Snags Over Disputes

ISLAMABAD: The prC]H]
parliamentary committee’s
meeting  on  Wednesday
ended without reaching any
conclusions.

A follow-up session was
scheduled for Thursday at
noon

According to sources, the
meeting was chaired by Syed
Khurshid Shah, where the
Balochistan Awami  Party
(BAP), presented a draft of
the constitutional amend-
ments.

The insiders revealed that
BAP suggested increasing
the number of seats in both
the Balochistan Assembly
and the National Assembly.
Additionally, the party pro-
posed appointing a panel of

five judges, instead of the

current three, for judicial ap-
pointments.

The committee merged
the proposed drafts of
PML-N, PPP, JUI-F, and
ANP: This joint draft will
be reviewed later tonight
in a meeting chaired by
PML-N  leader Mian
MNawaz Sharif in Lahor
the sources said Com
tee Chairman Syed Khur-
shid Shah told media rep-
resentatives that drafts
from BNP and BAP were
also  submitted, while
PTI's Chief Whip Amir
Dogar requested the post-
ponement of the meeting,
citing PTI's ongoing inter-
nal discussions on the
constitutional  amend-

ment—RT/ Agency

PM Vows To Ease Cost Of
Living For Hard-Pressed
Citizens

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter  Muhammad Shehbaz

| Sharif said that as they faced

global challenges, including
mflation and economic un-
certainty, the Government of

|| Pakistan remained commit-

ted to making life more af-

|| fordable for its people

“From ensuring food se-

|| curity to addressing housing |°

needs, our policies are geared
towards creating long-term
economic resilience,” the
prime minister said in a mes-

| sage on International Day for

the Eradication of Poverty
being observed on October
17

Today, he said, on the In-
ternational Day for the Erad-
ication of Poverty, *Pakistan
stands united with the global
community in reaffirming
our commitment to a world
where no individual is left
behind, where opportunities
for suceess are not limited by
one's background or circum-
stances.”

Eradicating poverty was
not just a moral duty but a
fundamental comerstone for
achieving sustainable devel-
opment and ensuring peace
and prosperity for all, he
added

The prime minister said
that their govemment had al-
ways placed the people ar the
heart of every policy

“Through our social

Rn

safety net initiatives, we have
made significant progress in
alleviating poverty and en-
suring that our most vulnera-
ble citizens are supported
We helieve that lifting people
out of poverty is not just
about immediate relief but
about creating sustainable
pathways to economic em-
powerment. Our targeted ef-
forts aim at empowering
communities,  especially
women and children, and
giving them the tools they
need to build a bener future,”
PM Office Media Wing, in a
press release, quoted the
prime minister as saying.

He further said that their
initiatives such as the PM
Youth Business, Agriculture
Loans, Digi-Skills - free IT
trainings and the Pakistan
Education Endowment Fund
were transforming lives by
providing financial assistance
and technical support to mil-

lions of families.

Poverty eradication was
also at the forefront of the 17
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), which Pak-
istan remained fully commit-
ted 10 achieving, he said,
adding that they would con-
tinue to collaborate with their
global parmers and work 10-
wards these goals with an
emphasis  on  inclusive
growth, education, health-
care, and environmental sus-
tainability

“We are also proud of the
progress made in empower-
ing women and ensuring that
their contributions are inte-
gral o the nation’s economic
and social fabric,” he added

On the day, the prime
minister also extended his
deepest appreciation 1o all
those, both in Pakistan and
around the world, who were
working tirelessly to eradi-
cate poverty —RT/Agency

Pakistan Defiant: 'Kashmir
Is Not India's, Never Was,
Never Will Be'

UNITED NATIONS: Pak-
istan has rejected India’s
claim that Jammu and Kash-
mir was its “integral part” of
India, and sought a UN-led
plebiscite to determine the
will of the Kashmiri people,
as demanded by UN Security
Council resolutions.“Jammu
and Kashmir is not, never has
been, and will never be an
‘integral’ part of India,” Pak-
istani delegate Ansar Shah
told the General Assembly’s
Special Political and Decolo-
nization (Fourth) Commit-
tee.“This disputed status of
Kashmir is acknowledged by
the UN and the international
community,” Shah, a first
secretary at the Pakistani
Mission to the UN, said in a
response to a an accusation
by an Indian wate that
Pakistan was misinterpreting
the principle of self-determi-
nation which, he said, does
not justify undermining a
member state’s territorial in-
tegrity. The Indian delegate,
Eldos Mathew Punnoose, a
counsellor at India’s Mission
to the UN, was reacting to a
sharp statement by Pakistan
UN  Ambassador Munir
Akram who described the In-
dian occupation of Jammu

and Kashmir as the “worst
manifestation of modern-day
colonialism,” Akram called
on the UN. to push for a
peaceful settlement of the
Kashmir dispute in accor-
danc ¢ UNSC resolu-
tions and Kashmiri people’s
wishes “India is under a
legally binding oblig;
Articl

Sccurlry

Council and enable the peo-
ple of Jammu and Kashmir to
exercise their nght to self-de-

termination,” the Pakistani
delegate said He pointed out
that Kashmir was being held
by brute force, with all pro-
freedom Hurriyat Leaders re-
maining incarcerated and
many having died in custody
under suspicious circum-
stances.

\ dian aggression,

Far from seeking a peace-
ful solution to the dispute,
Ansar Shah pointed out that
India has resorted to belliger-
ence against Pakistan —
threatening to “take over”
liberated Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, reminding New
Delhi that Islamabad wall re-
spond decisively to any In-
¢ Pakistan
delegate went on to call India
the “mother” of terrorism in
South Asia, having resorted
to terrorism against all its
neighbours as a tool of its
hegemonic policies."India’s
campaign of targeted terrorist
assassinations in third coun-
tries is  now

responsible for at least 22
targeted assassinations in
Pakistan —RT/Agency
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