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CJP Isa-Led Bench To
Tackle Explosive
Constitutional Amendment
Petition On Oct 17

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court on Saturday
fixed for hearing a petition
against the proposed consti-
tutional amendment pro-
posed by the coalition gov-
emment aimed at introducing
judicial reforms including es-
tablishing separate court o
hear constitutional matters.

A three-member bench of
the apex court headed by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CIP) Qazi Faez Isa will hear
the case on October 17, The
bench will also include Jus-
tice Naeem Akhtar Afghan
and Justice Shahid Bilal Has-
san, according to a supple-
mentary cause list issued by
the registrar's office

The petition was filed by
former Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA) presi-
dent Abid Shahid Zuberi,
Shafgat Mahmood, Ishtiag
Ahmed, Shahab Sarki, Munir
Kakar and others.

In a constitutional peti-
tion filed under Article
184(3), the apex court has
been requested 1o set aside
the proposed amendments
and declare them "ulira
vires™ the Constitution, prin-
ciple of separation of pow-

ers, independence of judici-
ary and fundamental rights
enshrined under the law: “Tt
is prayed that the separation
of powers and independence
of the judiciary and its pow-
ers and functions to enforce
the fundamental rights be
kindly declared as sacrosanct
under the Constitution and
beyond the power and com-
petence of the Parliament to
withdraw, interfere or tamper
with in any manner whatso-
ever,” the petition read. The
petitioners  requested the
court 1o restrain the federal
government from tabling the
bill, order the suspension of
the operation of the proposed
and stop it
med into law
lent of Pakistan

even if it sails through both
houses of parliament. The
constitutional package.
among other things, aims to
set up a federal constitutional
court and fix the tenure of
the Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) for three years. The
wovernment had attempted o
present the bill to amend the
Constitution last month. but
its allies as well as members
from the opposition benches
vehemently opposed the pro-
posal, forcing the the ulers
10 begin a consultation
process. It is pertinent o
mention here that CJP Isa is
set 1o retire on the 25th of
this month. A full court ref-
erence for the outgoing top
Jjudge has been scheduled for
the said date —RT/Agency

Chaos In

Dozens Wounded In Violent
Tribal Clashes

KURRAM Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Kurram dis-
trict witnessed violence once
more as a clash between two
tribes led 1o the death of at
least 15 people, officials told
Gieo News on Saturday.

Kurram Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC)  Javidullah
Mehsud said that the unfortu-
nate incident wok place ar
the Kunj Alizai mountains,
situated near the J’ak-.-\f‘ghm
border

"The six people who sus-
tained injuries have been
transported 1o a hospital, " the
deputy commissioner said
The official added that steps
are being taken to make the
roads safe and bring the situ-
ation back 1o normal in the
district

Local police said thar its

Kurram:

15 Dead,

personnel and security forces
have reached the area and
ion

into the clash
The clashes stopped last
month and the authorities
also re-opened the Pak-
fghan border crossing at
Kharlachi

Last month's clash saw 60
people’s deaths and dozens of

injuries, KP Governor Ialul
Karim Kundi had said.

The dispute invalves two
rival tribes who have been
fighting over a piece of
land. In August, the rwo
sides had reached a two-
month ceasefire after the
armed clashes resulted in S0
casualties and wounded 226
others. —RT/Agency

Law Minister Sets October 24-Deadline
For New CJP: Countdown Begins!

ISLAMABAD: As the coali-
tion government stepped up
its efforts to evolve consen-
sus on the proposed judicial
package, Law Minister
Azam Nazeer Tarar has said
that the notification for the
new chief justice of Pakistan
can be issued one or two
days ahead of the retirement
of the incumbent top judge
Justice Qazi Faez Isa.

“The notification will be
issued InshaAllah. The cut-
off date [of notification] for
the Ministry of Law is Octo-
ber 25," Tarar said while re-
sponding to a question in his
interaction with journalists
in Islamabad.

“Government will issue
the notification on October

CJP].” he added

He added that notifica-
tion of new CIP is issued
one or two days before the
retirement of the incumbent
in line with the tradition

F
Detailing reason behind
early notification uf.hmlu,
Isa as the ch A
Taw minister said that it was
issued early in view of the
formation of the caretaker
government

It is noteworthy to men-
tion here the major opposi-

- tion party. Pakistan Tehreek-

af (PTI), had demanded
the federal government for
naming the next CJP at the
carliest, alleging that the
government was planning to
extend Justice Isa’s tenure
via its judiciary-centric con-

9

stitutional amendment which
the party strongly opposed.

The Imran Khan-founded
party had announced back-
mg Justice Mansoor Al
Shah, who is next in line to
become the chief justice, as
the next top judge of the
country

Tarar, commenting on
progress on proposed consti-
tutional amendment, said
that the contentious legisla-
tion could be passed after
before or after October 25
— the day of CJP Isa's re-
tirement

“We have formed a sub-
committee of legal experts
to give recommendationsyio
the parliamentary committee
[...] discussions are under-
way on four tofive.items [of
the draft amendment].” he
added.

His statement came after
a sitting of the special parlia-
mentary commitiee — a
body led by Pakistan Peo-

ples Party (PPP) MNA Syed day

Khursheed Shah having rep-
resentation of all parties —
formed to discuss the con-
tentious constitutional
amendment and evolve a
CONSEnNsus.

The proposed amend-
ments, also called constitu-
tional or judicial package
among other things, aims o
set up a federal constitu-
tional court and fix the
tenure of the CIP for three
years

The government had at-
tempted to present the bill o
amend the Constitution last

maenth, butitsallies as well
as members from the oppos
sition |benches vehemently
opposed the proposal, forc-
g, the administsation to
begin a consultation process.
Howewer, a progress was Wits
nessed i the ongoing consul-
fation process omthe 5 6-point
draft as the Tamiat Ulema-e-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, a
auo, awillingness
10 support the sovermment’s
Sconstitutional package™ with
“ifs and buts”. However, after
today's meeting the Fazl-led
party has refused to back the
government's  proposal  to
form separate court to hear
constitutional matters, instead
proposing to form con
tional bench for such cases.
To pass the constitutional
amendments, the govemment
needs two-thirds majority in
parliament, while it is short of
13 votes in the National As-
sembly (NA) and nine in the
Senate —RT/ Agency

Government Vows 'Full Force' Crackdown To
Crush PTI Protest Durmg SCO Summit

ISLAMABAD: The govem-
ment on Saturday vowed 1o
use "full force” 1o stop the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
(PTT) planned protest, which
coincides with the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
(3C0O) summit on October
15

“The call for protest on |

October 15 is an attack on the
integrity of the country [....]
We will not allow [anyvone] 1o
damage the honour and repu-
tation of the country [....] The
state will use it's all of its
power and resources to pre-
vent the invasion of Islam-
abad," said Asif while speak-
ing 1o the media in Sialkor
The defence minister's re-
marks refer 1o the Imran
Khan-founded party's an-
nouncement t hold a
demonstration in the federal

capital on the same day the
city is set o host representa-
tives of several countries who
will be visiting Pakistan 1o at-
tend the Council of Heads of
Government meeting sched-
uled from October 1510 16,
The demonstrations, if
held, would be the second in
a month in the city. The pre-
vious one last week saw vio-
lent protests as the workers of

the former rul

o party, under
the leadership of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chiel Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur, took to
the streets in what the party
claimed was meant for the
"independence of the judici-
ary" — as the government
aims to introduce constitu-
tional amendments — and
for the release of its incarcer-
ated founder.

The said protests, as per a
report submitted to the city's
chief commissioner by the Is-
lamabad Inspecior General's
office, caused damages worth
Rs240 million to private and
public property.

Firing a fresh salvo, Asif
said that the PTI wanted 1o
repeat the events of the May
@ riots — which saw military
installations being vandalised
— and that the party wanted
to prevent the country's
progress and development

The politician also called
for the courts to intervene
and take notice of the matter

“Do the courts not see
what the PTI founder is
doing with the integrity of the
country? The actions of the
judiciary today will deter-
mine their role in history," he
remarked.

For his part, Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Develop-
ment, and Special Initiatives
Ahsan Tqbal said that nine
heads of state would visit
Pakistan during the SCO
summit and the government
will aim to bolster ties with
them

"The Chinese prime min-
ister is poing to visit Pakistan
after 11 years [..] However,
tehreek-e-inteshar [PTI] has
decided to hold a protest,”
Igbal told media persons in
Islamabad. He also drew par-
allels between the Karachi
airport attack — which killed
three including two Chinese

and PTI's October 13
protest. "I think thar their
seript writer is the same. In
2014, PT1 postponed the Chi-
nese president’s visit through
their sit-in."—RT/Agency

'No Rush' On
Constitutional
Amendments, Says
Nawaz Loyalist

JUI-F Pushes For New
Constitutional Bench Amid
Judiciary Shake-Up

ISLAMABAD: The Jamiat

Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (TUI-F)
on Saturday suggested the

government to constitute a
canstitutional bench instead
of establishing a separate
court to hear constitutional
matters.

The JUI-F proposed this
during a mesting of the spe-
cial parliamentary committee
formed to discuss the con-
tentious constitutional
amendment. JUI-F  chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman and
PTI senior leader Asad
Qaiger attended the key
meeting via video link, while
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari was not among the
attendecs

Hoping to reach a consen-
sus with the PPP on a joint
draft, JUI-F Senator Kamran
Murtaza said the drafts pre-
pared by the two parties had
Just one difference of consti-
tutional court and constitu-
tional bench. Otherwise, he
said, hig party had no objec-
tion to the PPP’s rest of the
draft.

Meanwhile, the special
parliamentary body’s meet-
ing was adjouned till Octo-
ber 17, while a sub-commit-
tee  was  formed to
contemplate all the drafts

pertaining to the constitu-
tional amendment. The sub-
committee will submit its re-
port 1o the main committee.
The constitutional pack-
age, among other things,
ms to set up a federal con-
stitutional court and fix the
Tcn ure of the Chief Ju of
an (CIP) for three

ars
The government had at-
tempted to present the bill to
amend the Constitution last
month, but its allies as well
as members from the opposi-
tion benches vehemently op-
posed the proposal, forcing
the administration to begin a
consultation process.

It is pertinent here to
mention that, JUL-F chief
Fazl on Friday showed a
willingness to support the
govermnment’s "constitutional
package” with “ifs and buts”,

while stressing the need for
building consensus among all
political forces.

Interacting with journal-
iste after a meeting of the
Special Committee of Parlia-
ment in Islamabad a day ear-
the JUI-F chief said:
CHN Agree on 4 very suit-
able draft if our proposals are
accepted [by the g
ment].” Fazl said: “We are
trying to remove the "contro-
versial contents' from the
draft.” He said that people
have rejected the concept of
the government’s draft of the
constitutional amendments

People are hailing the
JUI-Fs stance over the con-
tentious constitutional
amendments, Fazl stated,
adding: “If parliament is rep-
resentative of the people then
it should not ignore their

wishes,”—RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: Senator Irfan
Siddiqui from the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Saturday an-
nounced that two key parties
have submitted draft propos-
als for the constitutional
amendments, paving the way
for a potential consensus
with ~ Maulana  Fazlur
Rehman’ s Jamiat Ulema-e-
I:.Iam (JUI-F) and other par-

Talhng to a private news
channel, he emphasized the
importance of wnity in pass-
ing constitutional amend-
ments for the national inter-
est.

Senator Irfan Siddiqui has
reaffirmed that the proposed «
constitutional amendments
arenot tailored to benefit any
specific individual, Instead,
they aim to bring about
meaningful reforms to Pak-
istan’s constitution.

To achieve this, the Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N), is actively engag-
ing in discussions with other
political parties to support for
the amendments, he added.

The PML-N is secking
broad consensus on the con-

Irfan Siddiqui

ing that unity among pa
is crucial for the nation’s in-
terest, he highlighted.

By building alliances and
Foslelmg cooperation, Sid-
diqui hopes to create an envi-
ronment conducive to pass-
ing the amendments.
This collaborative ap-
proach demonstrates the
PML-Ns commitment to pri-
oritizing the country’s well-
ing over individual inter-
, he mentioned
Replying to a query, he
said two key parties had sub-
mitted their proposal drafts
for constitutional amend-
ments to the committee over-
ing the proc
Mulana and PTI wall ]01nt|}
present other
Senator Irfan Siddigui
has clarified that there is no
rush to amend the constitu-
tion and the date for the
amendment can be adjusted
as needed. However, he ex-
pressed optimism that the
amendment proposals will
mature  following  the
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) confer-
ence, —RT/Agency

Bilawal Invites Public To
Weigh In On PPP's Bold
26th Amendment Proposals

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
has ealled for public sugges-
tions on improving the 26th
constitutional amendment
sharing his party’s proposed
draft and inviting input for
judicial reforms.

In a series of tweets on
Saturday, Bilawal empha-
sised that the proposed
amendment aligns with the
unfinished agenda of the
Charter of Democracy. He
stated, “We propose the es-
tablishment of a federal con-
stitutional court with equal
lepresenlzmnn from all feder-
ating units."

According to Bilawal, the
proposed court would ad-
dress issues related to funda-
mental rights, constitutional
interpretation, and disputes
between the federation and
provinces

"Our recommendation is
to end the current process of
judges being appointed by
Judges for judges,” he said,

advocating for a new system
that merges judicial and par-
liamentary committess to en-
sure equal roles for the judi-

meaningful suggestions" to
further improve the amend-
ment. He stressed that the
party had already launched a

ciary, parliament, and the broad nationwide consulta-
legal community. Bilawal tion campaign, engaging po-
also mentioned that the PPP litical parties, bar associa-
had shared its draft proposal tions, and civil society in the
with the government months process. Bilawal expressed
ago and recently with Jamiat hope that the consultations
Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-F)and a would lead to a unified draft,
special parliamentary com- paving the way for broad po-
mittee. “We are in productive litical consensus to pass the
talks with opposmon parties, 26th amendment. "We be-
including JUI-F, to reach a lieve a joint draft could form
CONSensus, d. The the foundation for Md(.r po-
FFF chairman i
Zens to submit

ti- litical  agreement,”  he

i
qalid and stated —RT/Agency

Governor

Sindh, MQM Leaders

Hold Critical Talks With PM

SLAMABAD:  Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori
and a delegation of Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM]) on Saturday called
on Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif.

During the meeting, the

current political situation in L

the country was discussed.
The MOM delegation in-
cluded Dr Farooq Sattar and
Syed Aminul Hag, PM Of-
fice Media Wing said in a

federal ministers  Ahsan
Tqbal, Azam Nazir Tarar, Ad-
viser to PM Rana Sanaullah
and Khawaja Saad
Rafique —RT/Agency

press release.
The meeting was also at-
tended by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Ishag Dar,
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LARKANA: SMBBMU VC, Prof Dr. Nusrat Shah along

tute S. Igbal Babu and others is inau

ating a photo exhi

ith Chairman of the Insti
jon at the Chandka Insti-

tute of Nursing and Allied Health Sciences.—Photo By Nadeem Soomro

Nawab Taimoor Talpur urges
cadets to lead disciplined
lives for success

By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHORO: Cadet College
Petaro recently bid a heartfelt
farewell to Cadet Talha
Madeem Bajwa, a bright and
ambitious student of Class
XII, Liaguat Houm, whao
tragically lost his life in a
road accident in Bahria
Town. Karachi. on Sepiem-
ber 29, 2024,

To honor his memory, the
college organized a Fatcha
Khawani and Obituary Ser-
vice, attended by Talha's
family, college faculty, mili-
tary and civil staff, and dis-
tinguished guests. The cere-
mony commenced  with
Fatcha Khawani at the Col-
lege Masjid after Juma
Prayer, followed by a memo-
rial service at the College
Auditorium. Family mem-
bers and entry mates shared

heartfelt tributes to Talha's
TDIIIL.I'ICL ambitions, and en-

ergy

Nawab Muhammad
Taimoor Talpur, Member
Provincial Assembly of

Sindh, advised cadets to lead
disciplined lives 1o avoid
similar painful incidents,
Commodore Faisal Igbal
Qazi Sitara e Imtiaz (Mili-
tary), Principal Cadet Col-

lege Petaro, expressed his
deepest condolences to the
family. As a token of respect,
Commodore Qazi presented
college souvenirs o Talha's
family and honored Nawab
Muhammad Taimoor Talpur
with college colors, tradi-
tional Ajrak. and Sindh Cap.
A tree plantation cere-
mony was also held to com-
memorate Talha's life

Hundreds of caravans to
take part in PPP's
Hyderabad rally: MNA
Javed Ali Shah Jilani

By Naz i

KUMB: Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party’s senior leader
and Member of National
Assembly, Syed Javed
Ali Shah Jilani, stated
that thousands of cara-
vans from across Pak-
istan will participate in a
rally in Hyderabad on
October 18 to pay tribute
te the martyrs of the
Karsaz tragedy. He em-
phasized that the people
will never abandon the
party of the martyrs and
democratic values, not-
ing that the existence of

highlighting that Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir
Bhutto is regarded as a
great leader not enly in
Pakistan but across the
region. He accused anti-
democratic elements of
orchestrating her assassi-
nation. He stressed that
no party can succeed
without a clear ideology,
asserting that the PPP's
success is rooted in its
strong principles. Prepa-
rations for the Ocrober
18 rally are underway
across the distriet, and a
large rarnout from PPP
workers is expected for

the PPP was established remarked that they are what will be a historic
by these martyrs. lilani not afraid of sacrifices, event

Over 5400 students
compete in SAU's entry test

for Undergraduate
Admlssmns 2024 25

By Irfan Ali Khushk

TANDO JAM: Maore than
5,426 candidates from
across Pakistan partici-
pated in the entry test for
Sindh Agriculture Uni-
versity (SAU), Tando
Tam, for undergraduate
admissions in the 2024-
25 academic year. The
entry test, conducted on
Saturday at four different
centers, included 955 fe-
male candidates among
the total of 5,426 partici-
pants, all competing for
various undergraduate
programs. The test cen-
ters were established at
Public School Hyder-
abad, Public School
Sukkur, SAU Campus
Umerkaot, and the
Balochistan University of
Information Technology.
Engineering, and Man
agement Sciences
(BU[TE\'TS] Quetta. Ac-
cording to the univer-
sity's  official  state-
ment, 4091 candidates,
including 631 females,
appeared at the Hyder-
abad center. At Umerkot

s, 579 male and
students took
the test, while 566 male
and 57 female candidates

pated in Sukkur. In
Quuta 54 male and 2 fe-
male candidates took the
test.

The entry test con-
sisted of 100 multiple-
choice questions
{MCQs), which candi-
dates had to complete
in 100 minutes. The
allocation for sue-

sful candidates in-
cludes 1,785 seats at the
main campus, 318 at the
Umerkot campus, and
220 at other centers.
Strict security measures
were in place at all test
centers, including walk-
through gates and the de-
ployment of police and
university security per-
sonnel  to  ensure
smooth and sale lesting

@

vironment. Vice Chan- | f§
LL‘”UI’ of Sindh Agricul- |§

ture University, Dr. Fateh
Marri, visited the main
test center at Public
School Hyderabad to
oversee the arrange-
ments. He praised the e
cellent management and
commended the enthusi-
asm of the candidates.
Dr. Marri further stated
that the inclusion of
women in the agriculture
sector is a game-changer
and that the university is
committed to providing
every possible opportu-
nity for their success in
this field. Senior faculty
members, deans, and
heads of administrative
departments were also
present at the event

Recovery of abducted
student demanded in
Khairpur

By Naeem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: Fourteen days
after high school student
Abdul Faheem was ab-
ducted, his family is in dis-
tress, with his parents deeply
worried and his mother fre-
quently fainting. Abdul Fa-
heem, from Goth Muham-
mad Saleh Katohar in UC
(Gajo, was reported missing
to the B Section Police, but
no progress has been made
in locating him. Local lead-
ers revealed that the kidnap-
pers are demanding a signif-
icant ransom, which Abdul
Faheem's father, a poor la-
borer, cannot afford. Abdul
Kareem Katohar has ap-
pealed to police and local
political figures for assis-
tance in safely recovering his

son, also requesting inter-

TALHAR Leadel ol' PPP’: Ladies Wing Badin District, Sharf-un-Nisa June]n is

vention from higher authori-
ties, including the Sindh In-
spector General of Police
and the DIG Sukkur.

Special Task Force
raids drug factory,
arrests three

By Hakim Baloch

JAM NAWAZ ALL The Spe-
cial Task Force against
drugs, led by DSP Dr
Muhammad Moosa Abro,
conducted a raid at a gutka
factory in  the Mazar
Khaskheli village near Tando
Adam, The operation re-
sulted in the seizure of a
large quantity of prepared
cutka and machinery, along
with the arrest of three sus-
pects. During the raid at the
residence of Mukhtar Ali
Khaskheli, police recovered
aver 700,000 PKR worth of
cutka, including more than
ten bags filled with illegal

Al Khaskheli,
Khaskheli, and Shaukat
Khaskheli face charges under
the Narcotics Act

DSP Dr. Muhammad
Moasa Abro stated that the
Sindh government, under
the direction of the IG
Sindh, is actively pursuing a
campaign against drugs to
rid the province of narcotics
and protect the youth. He as-
sured that any police officer
involved in drug-related ac-
tivities would face action
emphasizing a zero-lol
ance policy towards drug
dealers

Migratory cranes being
hunted openly in Mirpur
Sakro, locals demand

protection for them

By Hyder Shah

MIRPUR SAKRO: In a
shocking incident ar Dandri
Lake, hundreds of migratory
cranes have fallen victim to
hunters'  gunfire.  Many
cranes were killed, and sev-
eral others were injured. The
scene was distressing as in-
jured cranes were seen flut-
tering in the air The cranes,
which migrate from Siberia
and arrive in Pakistan's

coastal areas, flocked 10 the
extensive Dandri Lake area
near the Indus River and
coastal  beaches  Local
hunters armed with guns
flocked 1o the area to hunt
them, despite efforts from
local residents to stop them
The residents expressed their
sorrow over the mass killing
of the cranes and called upon
wildlife officials to ensure
the protection of these migra-
tory birds.

Providing health services is
a top priority of the Sindh

government:

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO  MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Providing health
Services is our primary re-
spongibility. Due to inflation,
rural residents are deprived
of medical treatment. Fol-
lowing thex directives of Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardan, efforts
are underway fo improve the
performance of hospitals
across Sindh. These remarks
were made by Syed Qasim
Maveed Qamar, Special As-
sistant to the Chief Minister

of Sindh, during a visit 10 the

Qim Naveed

SACM Syed

t

Shah Karim. During his vis
Qamar emphasized the pro-

vision of basic health faci

es through PPHL in Bu
Shah Karim and surrounding
areas. He also assured imme-
diate assistance for the con-
struction of wards by the
Bulri Shah Karim Rice Mills
Association and for ground
filling on both sides of the
main entrance gate by the
Town Committee. Addition

-, he promised the instal

tion of a new 100 kV trans-
former by HESCO.

1 gift of a Lungi to President of PPP Sindh

ar Ahmed

Meeting on Sindh

Employees Social Security
Institution held in Badm

By Raja Zafar Igbal

| BADIN: An important meet-

ing regarding the Sindh Em-

plovees Social Security Insti-
tution (SESSI) was held in
the committee room, chaired

|| by Deputy Commissioner

Badin, Yasir Bhatti. During
the rnu,llng Deputy Com-
missioner Yasir Bhatti em-
phasized that SESSI is a
leading social i |nbl1tul\un fo-

to laborers and their families
in Sindh. The institution tar-
gets workers in private sec-
tors, includi rice mills,
sugar mills, petrol stations,
brick kilns, private hospitals
or schools, vegetable and
tomato markets, and hotels.
Any private establishment
employing five or more
workers must register with
SESSI To facilitate this, the
Labor Department will set up
awareness desks in each

s taluka next week for one

es week, allowing employees of

private enterprises 1o register

Health, education, and other

ﬁn.mua\ services will be pro-
S

During the meeting, Assistant
Director Labor Thrahim Aziz
and Social Security Officer
Iftikhar noted that SESSI is
operating a network of hospi-
tals, dispensaries, and med-
ical centers to offer superior
health facilities 10 workers,
providing free treatment and

medical assistance. Addition-
ally, the institution offers fi-
nancial support to workers
during illne nsuring they
TECEivE Necessary Tesources
to improve their lives and
those of their families,
more information, the
website (www.sessi govpk)
can be visited. The meeting
was also attended by the Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioner Rajesh Dalpat, all As-
sistant Commissioners, and
officers from other relevant
departments.

DIG Syed Pir Muhammad
Shah, DC Fayaz Husaain
Abbasi review arrangements
for women's marathon

By Absar Alvi

SUKKUR: A separate
marathon race for women has
been announced on Decem-
ber 25, as part of the Kotdiji-
Sukkur Marathon 2024. The
women's marathon  will
streich over a distance of 10
kilometers, starting from
Babrlo to Public School
Sukkur. DIG Sukkur Pir
Muhammad Shah made the
announcement while chairing
a meeting on marathon race
arrangements, accompanied
by Commissioner Sukkur
Fayaz Hussain Abbasi at
commissioner's office

puty Inspector General
(DIG) Sukkur added that the
city will host a marathon on
December 25, featuring two
events. The men’s category
will comprise a 42.195-k
meter marathon from Kotdiji
to Sukkur, while the women's
category will feature a 10-
kilometer run from Babrlo to
Public School Sukkur.

He said that this is a na-
tional event aimed at show-
casing to the world that we
have no shortage of talent

He further stated that to
ensure participant safety,
medical check-ups will be fa-
cilitated through the presence
of 1122 ambulance services,
doctors, medical staff, and
essential med ns during

cooperation from the Motor-
way Police officers for
arrangements for the closure
of one side of N-5 traffic
from Therhi to Babrlo for 3
hours and assured that addi-
tional police personnel will
be provided if there is a
shortage of staff. He further
stated that first aid camps
will be established at various
loeations for the marathon
race. These camps will be set
up at intervals of either 10
kilometers or 5 kilometers,
and the final decision will be
made in the next meeting
Commissioner Sukkur, Fayaz
Hussain Abbasi, directed that
the repair work on Sukkur
Barrage should be suspended
on the day of the marathon
and the historical site should
be decorated He also in-
structed the DC and DHO of
Khaimpur to arrange for med-
ical check-ups and deploy
doctors and paramedics for
the local participants of the
marathon.

He directed that a report
be plesemed regarding the
esl of an emer-

the marathon. He pointed
that the road from Bhurgari
to Garhi Bridge is severely
damaged and falls short of
national standards, requiring
urgent upgrades. He sought

J,ency ward at Khairpur Hos-
pital on the day of the
marathon. Moreover, he em-
phasized on all lined depart-
ments to demonstrate 100%
performance to ensure the

success of the marathon.
He directed thar work
should be initiated immedi-
ately 1o improve the road
conditions at various loca-
tions berween Kotdiji and
Sukkur.  Additional
road from Kot Ba
Shah Abdul Latif University
should be cleared before De-
cember 25_ If funds are not
available for road repairs, an
urgent request should be
made under M&R (Mainte-
nance and Rehabilitation)
Time is extremely limited,
therefore, the road repair
work must be completed on
time. No compromise will be
tolerated in this matter, he
added

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Commissioner
Khairpur  Syed Ahmed
Fawad Shah, Additional
Commissioner One Muham-
mad Amir, Regional Head
1122 Ghulam Mustafa,
Deputy Director Sports Mir
Muhammad Kalhoro, XEN
Sukkur Barrage Muhammad
Zahid Mughal, Deputy Di-
rector Sukkur Irshad Ali
Memon, Additional DHO
Khairpur Dr. Muhammad

A

Police,
among others.

Mehar Court brawl over property dispute
leaves nine injured

By Murtaza Panhwar

MEHAR: In Mehar, a prop-

erty dispute erupted into a vi-

olent brawl between two
groups, injuring ning individ-
uals during a court hearing.
The chaos unfolded at the
main gate of the Mehar court,
resulting in the area resem-
bling a battleground. Among
the injured were Nawab Ma-
heser, Abdul Rasool Mahe-
sar, Mehboob Liaguat, Sar-
fraz, Imtiaz  Maheser,

Shoukat, and Deedar Khoso,

hey were taken to the
Taluka Hospital in Mchar for
treatment. Despite the vio-
lence, police response was
delayed, taking over half an
hour to arrive as the two
groups clashed within the
court premses.

During the altercation, at-
tempts were made to snatch a
rifle from a police officer on
duty, who managed to retain
it. Four police officers even-
tually apprehended three of

the assailants. Former Mehar
Bar  Secretary  Advocate
Saced Panhwar stated that in-
cidents of violence have be-
come common due to a lack
of police presence in courts,
citing a similar incident last
year that resulted in the
deaths of three individuals,
including two brothers

The failure of Mehar po-
lice to enhance secunity n the
court has allowed such vio-
lent occurrences to continue
unabated
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PTI’s D-Chowk Protest
During SCO Conference A
Conspiracy: Governor Kundi

ISLAMABAD:  Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Faisal
Karim Kundi on Saturday
said that the announcement
of a Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) protest at D-Chowk
during the conduct of Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) conference is part of a
conspiracy.

He criticized PTI for
consistently pursuing an
agenda against the country
and collaborating with ene-
mies of the state. Kundi em-
phasized that they will not
allow any plots to destabi-
lize Pakistan to succeed and
urged PTI to retract their call
for protest on October 15.

Talking to media here,
Kundi pointed out the signif-
icance of the upcoming in-
temational conference, say-
ing that Pakistan aims to
present a positive image to
the world. He expressed
concern that PTI's protest
coinciding with the confer-

ence is detrimental. Kundi
reiterated that if PTI's de-
mands will align with the
constitution, they will be ad-
dressed, recalling that the es-
tablishment of a constitutional
court was announced by
Quaid-e- Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah —RT/Agency
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Military Intervention
Not Needed In

Balochis

Bugti

QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Minister Sardar
Safraz Bugti has empha-
sised the importance of cre-
ating a consensus against
terrorism, stating that there
is no need for military oper-
ations in the province.

Speaking to media at the

THE

HEARTLAND

Thar coal project victims !

deman

By Ashraf Kunbhar

MITHI: Thar coal project
victims and social activists,
including Rivam Lanjo and
Sohrab Soomro, held a press
conference at th

Media Center, re
the Sindh government has
collected 24 billion rupees
in rovalties from coal proj-
ects, which remain unuti-
lized for over two years
They emphasized that the
people of Thar have sacri-
ficed their homes and agri-
cultural land for national de-
velopment, yet they have
not benefited from the elec-
tricity generated from these
projects. They called for the

=i

Lo A L.}
royalties to be used
dress basic issues in Thar,
asserting that local commu-
nities have a legal right to
this funding, The activists
highlighted the lack of es-
sential services such as
clean drinking water and

d justice

to ad-

expressed concern that the
zovernment might misallo-
cate these funds. The el
elected representatives and
civil society to join the cam- I
paign for the rightful use of I
Thar coal royalties. I

ADC Nawab Sameer Laghari
chairs meeting for reduction
in public transport fares

By Faroog Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: A meeting
regarding the reduction of
public wransport fares was
held under the chairmanship
of Additional Deputy Com-
oner Nawab Sameer
ari. He stated that due
to the government's reduc-
tion in fuel prices, transpor

transporters do not re-
duce fares, action will be
taken against them. He also
directed Secretary Regional

fines on those charging e
cess fares, as well as 1o en-
sure that the extra fare col-
lected is refunded 1o

¥ Civil Hospital in Quetta on
¥ Saturday, Bugti asserted,
"Balochistan is a vast
I province, and we will de-
I fend every inch of the
state.”
He highlighted the re-
cent surge in ferronst activ-
ities, pointing out that mili-

tants  often target soft
targets in the region,
"Recently, individuals

have been martyred in
Balochistan as terrorists
seek out these vulnerable
targets. In Turbat, our
forces successfully inter-

ed a wehicle loaded

Bugti expressed grave
concern over the ongoing
jolence, stating that mere
tion of terrorism

“If resigning could stop
terrorism, I would doitin a
heartbeat, My resignation is
not a significant action, 1

tan: CM

By Abid Mahmood C

1 TOBA TEK SINGH: In Toba
1 Tek Singh, Brigadier (Retd)
1 Babar Alauddin, Chairperson
j of the Evaluation and Feed-
y back Directorate, announced
y that under Chief Minister
1 Maryam Nawaz Sharif's
) |eadership, the Punjab gov-
emment has actively pursued
public service improvements
over the past nine months.
He emphasized the monitor-
ing of services in agriculture,
¥ health, education, and munic-
PSR 1 ipal sectors during a meeting
will remain the chief m at the Deputy Commis-
ter as long as the provincial I sioner’s office. Deputy Com-
assembly desires." 1

missioner Muhammad
Naeem Sindhu reported that
implementation of the Chief

ister's 78 public welfare
initiatives is ongoing, with a
focus on feedback and fol-
low-up. Alauddin stated that
political interference in gov-
ermment departments  has
been curtailed. and e-tender-
ing is resulting in lower con-
tract rates. He highlighted
ongoing upgrades to rural
health centers, aimed at
bringing healthcare to resi-
dents’ doorsteps, and intro-
duced the "Apna Ghar Apni

Chhat" scheme providing in-
terest-free loans for housing,

Punjab Government Boosts Public

Additionally, measures are
being taken to inform the
public about illegal housing
societies, Alauddin stressed
the importance of public trust
in government offices and
urged officers to actively
meet their targets. He under-
scored the need for commu-
nity participation in health
and school councils to ensure
high-quality provision of
basic necessities. Notably, a
media briefing by Alauddin
was postponed by the local
administration, likely due to
concerns  about  potential
questions regarding gover-
nance issues.

He reiterated the neces-|
sity of fostering agreement
within the assembly to ad-
dress the issue of terroris
stating, "Tomorrow, we will
attempt 1o achieve a con-
sensus against terrorism in
the assembly, and we wi]lI
bring all matters to the fore-
front." ! By Dr Mirza MB Qamar
The chief ministerd —

stressed that military opera- 1 GUIRANWALA: Provincial

tions are not required in | Minister for Industries and §

Balochistan, as the federal 1 Commerce Chaudhry Shafay
government is fully sup- 1 Hussain and Provincial Min-
portive of the provinge. 1 ister for Education Sikandar

He mentioned  that § Hayat commended the efforis
search operations have been g of the Deaf and Dumb Wel-

ongoing since the recenty fare Association in Gujran- §

Duki incident, though hcl wala for educating hearing-
promised to disclose hmhurl impaired individuals. They
details later. emphasized that those work-

Bugti noted that the ad- | ing towards the betterment of
versary is leveraging mod- | humanity, especially by em-
e technology for their op- | powering disabled individu-
erations and confinmed that ¥ als through education, hold a
six individuals involved in ¥ high status in this life and the
the murder of the Deputy | hereafter. They spoke during
Commissioner of Panjgurl

aceremony to award a medal
to Fiza Zahra, a student
from the National Institu
for Deaf, who secured

position in the DSE exa

conducted by the Punjab

Technical Education

Punjab Ministers
Commend Efforts In

Educating Disahled_Studenth_

The event was also
ed by the school

Boar
atte

1l
¢ principal Javeria Nauman

and Chairperson of the

s Punjab Technical Educa-

tion Board, Sahibzada
‘Wasima Umar.

have been killed. He alsal
pledged to increase finan- 1
cial assistance for the fami-1
lies of victims of terror-y
ism —RT/Agency ]

i BISP Chairperson Visits
Faisalabad Payment
Campsite To Address
Beneficiaries' Issues

\

1
1
1 By Dr. Mirza MB Gamar

lGUJRA‘J\\"AI A Zafroal

police have come under
1 scrutiny following the death
1 of Zeeshan Quiser, a clerk for
1 Advocate Talha Samiran, who
D allegedly died in custody
I Zeeshan, known as Shani,
1 was arrested a few days ago
1 for drug dealing and was
1

booked under case number
1439/24. Police sources re-
ported that Zeeshan's health
deteriorated and he was
rushed to TH(Q Hospital,
where he could not be re-
vived. However, his family
claims he suffered severe
police torture, which they
allege led to his death. Fol-
Towing this incident, locals
and  family  members

Man Dies In Police Custody
Following Arrest

recorded a protest demon-
stration, They demanded
that Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz and Inspec-
tor General of Punjab take
notice of their son's death,
call for a judicial inquiry,
and file charges against
those responsible. There is
widespread anger and grief
in the community over this
incident

By Abid Mahmood Ch

L TOBA TEK SINGH: In a
D shocking incident near the
Saddar Gojra Police Station,

ISLAMABAD: Chairper-
son of the Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP), Senator Rubina
Khalid, visited the BISP

passengers. Other relevant
officials were also present at
the meeting,

Operators must ensure a de-
crease in fares. Nawab
Sameer Laghari instrucred

369th Annual Mela of Shri
Ramdev Pir continues in
Tando Allahyar

By Afague Khanzada

Transport Authority Haroon
Jamali to inspect various
routes daily and impose

TANDO ALLAHYAR: The
369th annual Mela of Shri
Ramdev Pir is underway
from October 11 to 14, at-
tracting pilgrims  from
Sindh and India. Many ar-
rive on foot, carrying the
Ramdev flag, especially
those whose wishes are
fulfilled. With the absence
of Kishore Kumar Par-
mani, event arrangements
are managed by the Leela
Ram Jadani Mandir com-
mittee. S8P Tando Allah-
var Abrez Ali Abbasi has
deployed over 100 police
officers and a bomb dis-
posal team to ensure secu-
rity. Leela Ram Jadan
commended the district ad-
ministration for their ef-
forte and highlighted the
provision of cold water

amps for pilgrims. Vari
ousg shops and attractions celebration and prayers on
are available. The event October 14

¥ Dynamic Registry Center
and Payment Camp Site
Vin Faisalabad to address
¥ the concems of benefici-
I aries
I During her visit, she
1 addressed the women who
1 had come for registration
jand collection of pay-
| ments, reiterating that
BISP does not charge any
survey fee, said a news
release received here
She emphasized that
is the only official
BISP number through
¥ which messages are sent
Vo eligible women, and
Lany message from a dif-
I ferent number should be

celebrated in
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By Mumtaz Ali Thahim

TANDO ADAM: The 29th
annual Urs of Hazrat Baba
Nazar Shah (RA) was cele-
brated with great fervor at
his shrine in Hamdabad,
alongside the Tando Adam
railway line. The shrine
was washed with rose
water, and a ceremonial
chadar was laid. Artists
from across Sindh per-
formed Sufi poetry, filling
the atmosphere with devo-
tion and joy. The event was
attended by notable figures,
including  Sardar  Rana

29th Urs of Hazrat Baba |
Nazar Shah (RA)

considered fraudulent. 1 unknown armed robbers stole

For complaints related 1 livestock worth approximately
to deductions or corrup-1 3 million rupees from two
tion, beneficiaries should g landlords at gunpoint. The
contact the BISP Helpline g

robbery occurred last night in
Chak No. 351 JB Kalyan Das,
where the robbers amived in a
truck and took about 20 valu-
able animals, including cows
and buffaloes, from the farms
of landlords Abdul Ghaffar
and Munawar. When the
workers artempted o resist,

Armed Robbers Steal Livestock Worth
Rs 5 Million In Toba Tek Singh

the robbers assaulted them be-
fore loading the livestock onto
the truck and fleeing via the
motorway. DSP Akhtar Ali
Wains and SHO  Saddar
Hakim Ali responded 1o the
incident and gathered evi-
dence at the scene. No formal
case has been registered yet.

at DBO0-26477 1
Senator Rubina Khalid g
stated, "The purpose o[‘l
my visit 1o Faisalabad is
to understand the issues
faced by eligible
women.” !
During her visit, shel
met with the women, li
tened to their concerns, 8 TOBA TEK SINGH: A phys-
and issued instructions o Vical fight broke out at the
BISP staff for the imme- I Land Record Center in Gojra
diate resolurion of these I berween two staff members,
issues 1 Faheem and Haris, drawing
The women expressed | the attention of clients and
their gratitude to Senator j colleagues. The dispute esca-
Rubina Khalid for ad- lated during duty hours, lead-
dressing their concerns
and taking prompt ac-y

By Abid Mehmood Ch

ing w0 punches and kicks
being thrown, along with se-
rious threats and insults.
Reports indicate that
Faheem called in some as-
sociates 10 join the fray, but
other staff and clients inter-
vened to defuse the situa-
tion. Citizens have called
for strict  action  from

Clash Erupts At Gojra
Land Record Center

higher aurthorities, particu-
larly against Faheem for
disrupting the office envi-
ronment and involving out-
siders in the altercation
Sources suggest the con-
flict stemmed from a dis-
agreement over alleged
spoils taken by one of the
employees.

tion. —RT/Agency 1
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Tando Adam

1 KARACHL: Sindh's tax
jcollection  has  outper-
formed all provinces this
year, according to  the
Sindh  Revenue Board
' (SRB), despite a lower tax
N rate

I Chairman of the Sindh
z I Revenue Board, Wasif
Malik Gulzar | Memon, revealed that the
Hussain, Muhammad I target for the previous fi-
Hameer Qureshi, Babalnancial year was set at
Faqir Muhammad, and oth- § Rs235  billion, but the
ers. The gathering enjoyed | province managed to col-
the celebrations. The event g lect Rs237 billion.
concluded with a collective He added that for the
prayer, asking for the in- y current financial year, a
tegrity of Pakistan, the re- ; target of Rs350 billion has
covery of flood victims, & been set.
and solutions to issues fa 1 In an exclusive inter-
ing the Muslim world. @ view with media on Satur-
Many participants came | day, Memon noted that tax
from remote areas, along- ¥ collection from the restau-
gide political and social D rant sector has been -
leaders from Tando Adam, ¥ creasing, particularly after
showeasing a strong com- I the implementation of the
munity presence. 1 Point of Sale (POS) sys-

Mukhtiar,

Sindh Outpaces All Provinces in Tax
Collection Despite Lower Rates

tem, which has seen tax
collection rise from Rs20
million to Rs80 million.

He explained that an
eight per cent tax is applied
to card payments, while a
15 per cent tax is levied on
cash payments.

Some restaurant owners
have expressed their objec-
tion to the higher cash pay-
ment tax, insisting they
would only charge 15 per

cent.

Memon emphasised that
technology 1s being utilised
to combat tax evasion.

He also mentioned that
this financial year, intra-
city goods transporters
have been included in the
tax net, as well as educa-
tional institutions and hos-
pitals, which is expected to
further boost the province’s
revenue, —RT/Agency




.REGISENAL TIMES!

EDITORIAL

Sunday, October 13, 2024

Founders: Late Kazi Saced Akbar, Late Kazi Jawad Akbar, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher: Kazi Sajjad Akbar

Sunday

October 13,

2024

he Pakistan cricket team, once a
symbol of national pride and a for-
midable force in the cricketing
world, now finds itself in a state of
disarray. What was once a team that evoked
fear and admiration on the pitch has become
a laughing stock. unable to string together
consistent performances. Their recent series
including a whitewash by

of defeats,

Bangladesh and a humiliating innings loss
to England despite scoring over 500 runs in
the first innings, has left fans and experts
questioning the state of the game in the
country.

A perennial source of embarrassment for Pakistan

The problem isn’t just about losing
matches: it's about a systemic decline. Pak-
istan cricket has long been known for pro-

REGIENAL TIMES:!

ducing world-class talent and thrilling
matches, but now the team appears to lack
direction, consistency, and mental re-
silience. Frequent second-innings collapses
have become a painful routine, and despite
efforts to improve physical and mental fit-
ness. little progress has been made. The

leadership, both on and off the field, seems
unable to stop this downward spiral.

With six consecutive Test losses under
their belt, it's clear that the current setup
isn’t working. The failures of the Test team
are mirrored by struggles in limited-overs
cricket, and there are growing calls for a
complete overhaul. Pakistan cricket does
not just need minor adjustments; it requires
a serious, thoughtful rebuilding process. The
mighty have indeed fallen, and the road
back to greatness will be a challenging one,
but without decisive action, the future of
Pakistan cricket remains bleak.

HEARTLAND

49th death anniversary of
former CM Sindh Pir Illahi
Bux observed in Dadu

By Javed Laghari

DADU: The 4%th death an-
niversary of former Sindh
Chiel” Minister Pir Illahi
Bux was held at Pir Tllahi
Bux Law Cellege in Dadu
Retired Justice Abdul Ra-
sool Memon, as a special
guest, addressed the gather-
mg of hundreds, highlight-
ing that Pir Illahi Bux's con-
tributions are well
documented in history. He
encouraged students to pur-
sue law as a noble profes-
sion and mentioned his own
Journey from journalism to
becoming a justice. Noted
writer and educationist Dr
Dar Muhammad Pathan
stressed the need for a re-
search institute dedicated 1o
his legacy and proposed the
establishment of a District
Historical Society 10 honor
him. Deputy Commissioner
Dadu Mukhtiar Ali Abro
spoke about Pir lllahi Bux's
lasting impact, recalling his
critical role in political deci-
sions during his tenure, in-
cluding his opposition to the

centralization of Karachi
He noted that despite politi-
cal challenges, Pir Tllahi
Bux wviewed politics as a
form of worship and con-
tributed sigmificantly to ed-
ucation in Sindh

Professor D Syed Azhar
Ali Shah, Vice Chancellor
of Naushero Feroze Cam-
pus, emphasized Pir 1llahi
Bux's commitment to public
service and his pivotal role
in the Khilafat Movement.
He served as the first Minis-
ter of Revenue and later as
Minister of Education,
founding several educa-
tional institutions in Sindh.

The

ceremony  featured
speeches from various dig-
nitaries, including provin-
cial assembly member Bar-
rister Peer Mujibul Hag and
ather legal professionals,
who reflected on Pir Illahi
Bux's life and legacy. The
event was hosted by Bakht
Mehranvi, with the Pir fam-
ily presenting guests with
shields, ajraks, lungis, and
caps as gifts. The gathering
also remembered Pir [llahi
Bux's friendships with
prominent leaders like
Quaid-e- Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah and Sain GM
Syed.

Pediatric Conference at
LUMHS addresses child

health trends

By Munawar Chandio

JTAMSHORO: The Depart-
ment of Pediatrics ar Liaquat

University of Medical & | .

Health Sciences held a two-
day conference at Indus
Hotel, Hyderabad, focusing
on “Current Emerging Trends
in Pediatric and Neonatology
The event was inaugurated by
Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr
Ikramuddin Ujjan and fea-
tured discussions on child-
hood illnesses by renowned
experts. Participants included
family physicians, postgradu-
ates, and pediatricians. On the
first day, topics such as mater-
nal and infant malnutrition
were addressed, alongside a
quiz activity among institu-
tions. Prof. Dr.  Shazia
Memon, Chairperson of the
organizing committee, em-
phasized the need for collabo-
ration among health stake-
holders to tackle basic child
health issues like malnutri-

tion. She pointed out the ris-
ing number of children with
comp]ek care needs due to
multiple conditions, stressing
the importance of compreh:

care that goes beyond
single-disease focus. Experts

highlighted the challenges
faced by children and families
in accessing adecuate psycho-
logical support and health ed-
ucation, underscoring  the
need for a holistic approach
child health care.

Sukkur Police holds an awareness
session on women's rights

By Salman Ali

SUKKUR: An informative
awareness session about
women's law, it's imple-
mentation and mechanism,
was organized by DIGP
Sukkur Syed Pir Muham-
mad Shah at IBA Univer-
sity Sukkur, the second
largest university in Pak-
istan, This session was con-

ducted by the "Women and
Children Protection Cell"
range  Sukkur (WCPC)
make women & children
aware their basic right and
laws, through which how
can they get relief from
their issue by using proper
platforms, aiming to bring
this process to a fingertip
touch.

In the

the  session,

WCPC maobile app/web
was introduced.  DIG
Sukkur Syed Pir Muham-
mad Shah informed the stu-
dents and faculty about the
features of this app, how it
facilitate women at their
home, where they may get
rapid response from Sindh
police, which was highly
appreciated by the Sindh
Police's initiative.

Haji Muhammad Baqa
Palli chairs meeting for
Karsaz tragedy memorial

By Mnh:mmad Bachal

UMERKOT. A meeting
chaired by District Chairman
Haji Muhammad Baga Palli
was held at the District
Council Office in Umerkot to
discuss the upcoming gather-
ing organized by the Pakistan
People's Party in Hyderabad
on October 18, 2024, in
honor of the Karsaz tragedy
martyrs. During the meeting,
the District Chairman em-
phasized that the leadership,
including Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, Adi Faryal
Talpur, and Nisar Ahmed

Khuhro, has directed that
workers from the district be
mobilized for maximum par-
ticipation in the Hyderabad
rally. He outlined his respon-
sibility to ensure all party
members are informed about
this directive. The meating
was attended by elected
members of the District
Council, Union Council
Chairpersons, Vice Chairman
Mian Khalid Walhari, Dis-
trict President Sufi Nawaz,
Information Secretary
Burhan Kumbhar, and Taluka
Presidents Allah Bachayo
and Aijaz Rahu.

Construction of Kandu
Kalhoro Road
demanded in NWM

By Yousif Rind

NAWAB WALI MUHAM-
MAD: Due to recent heavy
rains, the Kandu Kalhoro
Road near Nawab Wali
Muhammad has become se-
verely d d, leaving res-

t(\ haspitals for patients.

Additionally,  students
from various villages, includ-
ing Lal Bux Brohi and
Kandu Kalhoro, are facing
difficulties reaching schools
and ol ]eges in Mawab Wali
I d and other cities

idents distressed This road
connects several villages to
Nawab Wali Muhammad
city, and its poor condition is
hindering emergency access

Local residents are urging
their elected representatives
to reconstruct the Kandu
Kalhoro link road to alleviate
their hardships.

KOTRI: Pakistan Youth
Movement held a protest in

Municipal Committee Bol-
hari in Kotn, opposing the ar-
tificial water shortage and the
tanker mafia affecting vanous
wards. Led by Abdul Sattar
Luhr, Shahbaz Memon, and

others, the protesters ex-
pressed their Frustration (o the

front of the main gate of the servi

Pakistan Youths Movement

protests against artificial

water shortage in Bolharl
| o/

media, lghlighting that com-
munities just a few kilome-
ters from Karachi Wah are
d of essential water

Instead of proper
water lines, residents are forced
to by \wlu from tankers. Th

their srrug\_ale until the artificial
water crisis i Kotri's vanous
colonies is resolved, condemn-

| THUL

ing those who support the
Lanker mafia

JSQM protests for
transfer of male staff from
GGHSS Thul

By Khair Muhammad Golo

In Thul, a protest
was held by JSOM demand-
ing the transfer of male staff’
from the Girls Higher Sec-
ondary School, The protest
mcluded strong slogans and
a sit-in, with a call for the ap-
p nt of female staff at
the scheol. According to re-
ports, the demonstration
began at the JSOM House
and moved to Rahbar
Chowk, where the protesters
blocked the road and raised
slogans. Speaking to the
media, leaders Mama
Shaman Soomro, Comrade

Liaqat  Surki, Waseem
Qureshi, Akhtar  Jaffari,
Bashir  Lashari, Gulmir

Buriro, Dada Qureshi, and
others stated that male staff
have been appointed at the
Girls  Higher Secondary
School instead of females,

which is incorrect and caus-
ing considerable distress
They demanded that the
principal and the entire staff’
at the Girls Higher Sec-
ondary School be female;

atherwise, their
would continue.

protests

SHRC Chairman Igbal
Ahmed Detho visits District

By Javed Laghari

DADLU: The Chairman of the
Sindh Human Rights Com-
[ 1, lghal ¢ Ahmed Detho,
visited Dadu and the District
lail, where he met with pris-
oners and addressed issues
raised by an inmate, Yasin
Rind, who is visually im-
paired.  Rind  protested
against the Mehar police, al-

leping they
against him. Chairman Detho
ook notice of the situation,
stating that human rights vi-
olations would not be toler-
ated and demanded a report
from the Dadu police regard-
ing the case. He emphasized
the need for an investigation
into why a case was regis-
tered against a blind person

During his visit, Detho also
commented on the issue of
child marriages in Dadu and
Sindh, acknowledging that
such practices persist. He
called for an investigation

filed a false case 8

Jall Dadu

into reported statistics on
child marriages, particularly
concerning 45 minor girls
Furthermore, the Chairman
provided training to police
officers about the Child Mar-
riage Act, emphasizing

of law enforcement to pre-
wvent such marriages. He also
informed officers about laws

underscoring that 1huse can

affect not only women but

also children and men. Pre-

sent during the visit were

various officials, mc]udmg
5

- child protection officer Sy

Hidayat Ali Shah, p[ob'mnn
officer Habibullah Soomro,
and others involved in child
protection and legal training

Collective Efforts Needed for
Implementation of Sindh Child Marriage
Restraint Act: Tehseen Fatima

DADU: Acrucial consultation
meeting was convened at the
Deputy Commissioners Office
in Diadu to address the enforce-
ment of the Sindh Child Mar-
riage Restraint Act, 2013. The
meeting gathered key stake-

holders, including representa- f

fives from district government
departments, non-govemmen-

1| tal organizations (NGOs), and

prominent community mer-

ers, The session was presided
over by Tehseen Fatima, Sec-
retary of the Human Rights
Department, alongside Igbal
Detho, Chairman of the Sindh
Human Rights Commission,
Agha Fakhur Hussain, Direc-

o
g

: | tor of Human Rights, Agha

Fakhruddin, and Mukht\dr
Abra, Deputy Co &

also contributed signifi
o the discussions.
The primary focus of the

meeting was on developing
collaborative  strategies  to
eradicate child marriage in
Sindh, particularly in the Dadu

district. Discussions high-
lighted the importance of en-
forcing the law, raising com-

d

als, all committed to
the shared goal of protecting
the future of Sindh's children.
Special emphasis was placed
on  enhancing  monitoring
mechanisms and providing
legal and psychological sup-
port to victims. The Human
Rights Department reiterated
its 1o the

munity , an
fostering greater cooperation
between it and civil

of Dadu. Representatives ﬁ'urn
the Sindh Human Rights Com-
mission and various NGOs

society to safeguard children’s
rights. Key participants in-
cluded law enforcement offi-

effective implementation of
the law and extended gratitude
o all stakeholders for their ac-
tive invelverment in this criical
initiative —RT
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Harry Brook has

everything to

be England's

finest: Anderson

9

MULTAN: England bat-
ter Harry Brook has all
the attributes needed to
overtake the country's
highest run-scorer in Test
cricket, Joe Root, and
former top order batter
Kevin Pietersen, bowling
great James Anderson
said.

The 25-year-old
Brook became the first
England batter in 34
years to score a triple-
century when his side
thrashed Pakistan by an
innings and 47 runs on
the fifth day of their
opening Test of the three-
match series in Multan
on Friday

Root, 33, made a dou-
ble ton during the same
Test. placing him fifth on
the all-time list with
12.664 runs

"He's on the way to
being in the top three that
I've played with," Ander-
son said on the Tailenders
podcast on Friday. "It's
Root. Pietersen and him.
He's definitely got all the
attributes to overtake
them

"He's just got every-
thing. Without trving to
big him up too much be-
cause he's still really
early in his Test career, 1

do think that he's got the
perfect amount of each of
those two and that's what
will make him the best
that we've ever had."
Anderson, 42, retired
in July after finishing his
188th Test and having
taken 704 wickets in a
career spanning 21 years,
during which he became

Having played with
Root and Pietersen, An-
derson believes Brook
has the temperament and
technique of the formers

"But he's got the shots
of both Root and
Pictersen. He can destroy
an attack if he wants to.
he can play a longer in-
nings if he needs to.” An-
derson added.

"The thing that's really
similar between Root and
Brook is that they love
batting. They literally
couldn't care less what
format it is. They just
want to bat.

"They want to have
fun doing it. As much
as Brook's the yvounger
plaver and will be
learning loads from
Rooty, 1 still think
Rooty learns from him
as well,"—Agency

PCB will conduct
fitness tests of four
players before second
Test against England

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has
decided to conduct fitness
tests for four national
team players ahead of the
second Test match against
England, set to begin in
Multan on October 15,

According 1o sources,
Kamran Ghulam, Zahid
Mahmood, Imam-ul-Hagq,
and Nauman Ali have
been summoned to Multan
for these fitness evalua-
tions, which are expected
to take place wday

Prior 1o the series
opener, Nauman and
Zahid were released from
the squad for the first Test
due to their inability to
meet the required fitness
standards

Additionally, sources

reveal that spinner Abrar
Ahmed, who has been
ruled out of the second
Test, remains under med-
ical care in a hospital.

It is worth noting that
England defeated Pakistan
by an innings and 47 runs
in the first Test at Multan
Pakistan, starting  at
were bowled out
for 220, with Salman Ali

Pakistan's Asim Khan, Ashab Irfan advance
to final of Mile High 360 Squash Classic

KARACHIL:  Pakistan's
Muhammad Asim Khan
and Muhammad
Irfan secured their places in
the final of the Mile High
360 Squash Classic after
winning their semifinal
matches earlier on Satur-
day.

Khan overcame fellow

Pakistani Noor Zaman in a |

dramatic five-game contest.
coming from two games
down to win 6-11, 8-11, 14~
12, 11-9, 11-2 in 96 min-
utes.

He staged a remarkable
comeback after losing the
first two games, saving

Ashab |

match points in the third
game to stay alive before
dominating the final two
sets.

In the other semifinal,
Irfan cruised to a 3-0 vic-
tory over England's third-

seeded Tom Walsh, win-
ning 11-8, 11-7, 11-3 in 46
minutes.

Irfan's aggressive play
gave Walsh little opportu-
nity to respond as he
swiftly advanced to the

| final.

The final will feature an
all-Pakistani clash between
Khan and Irfan.

Earlier, Khan faced a

challenging quarter-final

ainst second seed Cesar
lazar of Mexico. After

I ;aking a 2-1 lead, Salazar

retired in the fourth game,
handing Khan victory with
a final scoreline of 12-10,
2-11, 11-7. and 11-0.

On the other side, as
Khan defeated India's Veer
Chotrani, Irfan produced a
strong showing against Dil-
lon Huang of the United
States —Agency

Over-hyped players lose touch with
reality, Arthur warns Pakistani stars

KARACHI: Former Pak-
istan cricket coach Mickey
Arthur has expressed con-
cems over the impact of ex-
cessive promotion of players,
stating that it distances them
from reality and makes them
believe they are more impor-
tant than they actually are

he inconsistency
around selection, environ-
ment, and administration
plays a role in team morale,
give the players structure,
and they will perform,” said
Arthur in a post on X.

His remarks come against
the backdrop of the Shan Ma-
sood-led side's baffling de-
feat against England where
the latter secured innings and
47-run victory on the fifth
day of the first Test in Mul-
tan.

During the match, despite

scoring 550 runs in the first
innings, the national side i
found themselves under the
gun trailing England by 115
runs at the end of the fourth
day and subsequently crum-
bled under pressure on the
final day.

Arthur emphasised that
Pakistan's players are excep-

tionally talented and desery-

However, he stressed that in
order to improve pcrl'urm-
ance, consistency in selec-
tion, environment, and ad-
mini lmuun is crucial

2 players are very,
lled and are the right
aid ex-coach

very
ones

He also pointed out the
harmful role of media-driven
narratives, describing how
the media's negative rhetonic
can hurt the team noting that
the "vile rhetoric from media
and media-driven agendas do
not help”.

A key point in Arthur’s
critique was the overpromo-
tion of players by agents or
the media, which he believes
gives them a false sense of
impaortance.

"The promotion of play-
ers by player agents or media

. makes the player sometimes

think he is way more impor-
tant than he is in reality, cre-
ating a false view,” Arthur
highlighted. The former
coach emphasised that rep-
resenting Pakistan should be
the highlight of a player's ca-
reer. —Agency

Plimmer's half-century helps New
Zealand thump Sri Lanka

SHARJAH: Georgia Plim-
mer's anchoring half-century
powered New Zealand to a
thumping eight-wicket vic-
tory over Sri Lanka in the
15th match of the 1CC
Women's T20 World Cup
2024 here at Sharjah Cricket
Stadium on Saturday.

Opting to bat first, Sri
Lanka only managed 115/5 in
the allotted 20 overs despite
Chamari Athapaththu's sensi-
ble knock up the order.

The Asian champions got
off 1o a briefly flying start to
their innings with Athap-
aththu dominating the Pro-
teas bowlers.

The brisk opening stand
ended in the fourth over
when Vishmi Gi per-

Sri Lanka then suffered a
massive blow to their batting
expedition as both Athap-
ththu and Samarawickrama
perished in quick succession,
leaving their side reeling at
76/3 in 14.2 overs.

Athapathit d the

ished after a scratchy eight-
run knock

Gunarame's  dismissal
pushed Sri Lanka to the
backfoort, and Athapathu then
put together a cautious part-
nership  with  Harshitha
Samarawickrama thar lasted
for 10 overs and only yielded
48 runs,

wop-scorer for Sri Lanka with
a 41-ball 35 while Sama-
rawickrama made 18 off 29
balls.

Sri Lanka soon lost two
more wickets as Kavisha Dil-
hari and Anushka Sanjeewani
walked back after modest
contributions before an un-
beaten 18-run panership be-

tween \lllakslnka Silva and

Ama Kachana gave a late

push to their wtal

Leigh Kasperek and

Amelia Kerr claimed two

wickets each for New

Zealand, followed by Eden

Carson with one.

response,  New
comfortably

In
Zealand
chased down the modest
target for the loss of just
two wickets and 15 balls 10

spare.

Openers Suzie Bates and
Georgia Plimmer laid a
solid foundation for the
pursuit with a 49-run part-

nership, which culminated
with the former's dismissal
in the eighth over

Bates scored 17 off 22
balls, hitting one boundary

Plimmer then parinered
with Amelia Kerr and
added 46 runs for the sec-
ond wicket before falling
victim to  Athapaththu,
briefly after amassing her
half-century.

She remained the top-
scorer for New Zealand
with a well-crafted 33 off
44 deliveries, laced up with
four boundaries

Skipper Sophie Devine
then joined Kerr in the mid-
dle and made sure there
were no further hiccups for
New Zealand in the modest
pursuit with an unbeaten
23-run parmership

Kerr smashed three
boundaries on her way 10 a
31-ball 34, while Devine
made 13 not out

For Sri Lanka, Athap-
aththu and Sachini
Nisansala could pick up a
wicker aplece —Agency

Women's national
football team finally gets

clearance

for SAFF

Championship

KARACHl In a poslme
development, the women's
national football team fi-
nally received on Saturday
a no objection certificate
{NOC) to participate in the
SAFF Women's Champi- i
onship.

The team received the
clearance from the Pakistan
Sperts Beard (PSB) just
three hours before their
flight to Kathmandu, Nepal,
where the event in sched-
uled to take place from Oc-
tober 17 to 30.

The PSB had initially
declined the NOC request,
citing delays in the neces-
sary documentation from
the Normalisation Commit-
tee (NC) of the Pakistan
Football Federation (FFF).

The board had de-
manded the NC to submit
the required paperwork to
facilitate the NOC process
However, due to adminis-
trative issue, this wasn't fol-
lowed and technicalities left
the team in an uncertain
scenario just days before

the championship.

In a letter from the PSB,
the board stated: "Based on
the undertaking given by
Muhammad Shahid Niaz
Khokhar, Member, Normal-

tion Committee of Pak-

an Football Federation,
the Pakistan Sports Board
has no objection on partici-
pation of Pakistan Women
National Football Team to
participate in SAFF Foot-
ball Championship to be
held in Nepal from 17th to
30th October, 2024."

The PSB  sources
claimed that the board's de-
cision to issue the NOC
was driven by a commit-
ment to support the ath-
letes, despite the procedural
shortcomings from the PFF.
The sources noted that the
PSB aimed to ensure the
team's participation in the
SAFF Championship,
recognising the importance
of international competition
for the development of
women's football in Pak-
istan.—Agency

India-Pakistan clash
confirmed after schedule

for Hong Kong Sixes
2024 revealed

L

HORE: The highly antici-
pated Hong Kong Cricket
Sixes oumament is set (0 re-
turn after a six-year hiatus,
from November 1 10 3, 20:
at the Tin Kwong Road
Cricket Ground

The event will see 12 na-
tions, including cnicketing gi-
ants India and Pakistan,
wying for glory in six-a-side
matches

The 12 reams are divided
into four pools, with each
pool featuring three teams. A
round-robin formar will de-
termine the top two teams
from each group, who will
advance to the quanerfinals.

Quarterfinal winners will
progress to the Cup semifi-
nals, while the losing teams
will compete in the Plate
semifinals. Meanwhile, the

bottom teams in each pool

. three

will contest in the Bowl
Competition

A total of 29 matches will
be held over the course of the
days. Notably, a
Women's Exhibition Match
will take place on the final
day to mark the 75th anniver-
sary of the founding of the
People’s Republic of China

Defending champions
South Africa, who clinched
the 2017 ritle by defeating
Pakistan in the final, will
aim to add another trophy
10 their collection.

They currently share the
top spot for most titles with
England, both boasting
five championships. Pak-
istan follows with four ti-
tles, while Sri Lanka, Aus-
tralia, India, and the West
Indies have each won
onece —Agency

Agha top-scoring (63)

Jack Leach rook 4 wickets
for England, while Aamir
Jamal remained unbeaten
on 55

The second Test is
crucial for Pakistan, as
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they aim to bounce back
after a defeat in the first
Test, which has given
England a 1-0 lead in the
series. —Agency

Face of 1

Name: Azeem Saim
Location: Gujranwala
About me: 1 love to study and write

Please email us your photo for our Model Watch and
Kids™ Corner section at regionaltimes 10/@gmail.com

Gigi Hadid steps out
in show-stopping

A

looks i NY(;

Gigi Hadid strutted down
the runway in show-stopping
looks from top designers like
Versace and Moschino.

However, the model was
much more low-key on Fri-
day as she grabbed lunch in
MNew York City.

According to Daily Mail,
Gigi, who recently celebrated
her sister Bella's 28th birth-
day, was seen exiting a pop-
ular restaurant rocking a pas-
tel plaid coat and light
washed jeans paired with a
basic white T-shirt

Moreover, her golden
locks were tied back in a low
bun, teaming her look with
designer sunglasses and dark
loaters.

Additionally, the style

maven looked Lo be weaning

little to no makeup.

Ag per the publication,
the fashion mogul ap-
peared to be scrolling on
her smartphone and in
wood spirits while walking
along the streets of the Big
Apple.

Furthermore, missing
from her day off was her
four-year-old  daughter,
Khai.

It is worth mentioning
that the Los Angeles native
and her ex-boyfriend, One
Direction star Zayn Malik,
welcomed Khai on Sep-
tember 19, 2020

To those unversed, Gigi
and Zayn were first linked in
2015 and dated on/off for six
years before calling it quits
for good in late 2021,

America's sweetheart Taylor Swift and boyfriend Travis

Kelce drop 'major' hint amid engagement rumours

Taylor Swift and Travis
lce appeared to be more
loved-up” than ever dur-
ing their double date night
with Blake Lively and
Ryan Reynolds.

The power couple, who
enjoyed an intimate date
night with Swift's best
friend and her husband
Ryan Reynolds at The
Corner Store in New York

City on Friday, October

—
11, walked han -hand
with her longtime
boyfriend.

Since they started dat-
ing, the couple has been
showering each other with
affection, but their latest
outing just raised the bar.

They were previously
rumoured to have taken
the next step in their rela-
tionship after Ex-NFL star
Troy Aikman referred to

Taylor as Travis' "missus,”
a term typically used for a
wife.

Taylor donned a bold
lace ensemble, complete
wnh black heel boots,
Lively chose an
x.thc.n,al burgundy knitted
look for the evening. In
addition, Ryan looked dap-

per as ever in w
shacket and tan desert
baots.

This comes shortly
after the Gossip Girl alum
and the Deadpool actor
followed in Swift's foot-
steps and made a generous
donation to charities for
hurricane victims. The
Anti-hero hitmaker forked
out a whopping §5 million
for Feeding America while

: the A-list celebrity couple

donated 31 million for the
noble cause
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MNA Ayaz Ali
Shah Sheerazi condoles

death of journalist Habib
Rehman Mewati

By Kamran Hidayat

SUJAWAL: PPP MNA
Syed Ayaz Ali Shah
Sheerazi and Town Com-
mittee Chairman Sved
Aftab Shah Sheerazi ex-
pressed their condo-
lences on the passing of
young journalist Habib
Rehman Mewati. son of
senior journalist Akhtar
Ali Mewati. During the
occasion, Ayaz Shah
Sheerazi stated that the
Sheerazi brothers are
committed to serving the
public without any dis-
tinction, regardless of
whether they are friends
or opponents.

Chairman Aftab Shah
Sheerazi approved the
construction of a road in
Ward No. 2, attended by
respected citizens, jour-

nalists, and local resi-
dents.

Additionally, MNA
Sved Ayaz Ali Shah

Sheerazi visited the his-

toric public library in
Sujawal. He expressed
great happiness at seeing
05,000 invaluable books,
including cepies of the
Quran in 26 languages.
He noted that daily, local
students come to the
brary to request mat
als for CSS preparation
and various publications,
emphasizing that a love
for books can lead to a

bright future.

The public library has
been in existence since
1961, supported by the
local government, and its
caretaker, Haji Abdul Aziz
Mendhro, has played a
significant role in making
it well-known in the re-
gion. Plans are underway
to install a solar system
and provide internet facil-
ities at the library soon

Forum in Khairpur
advocates for rights of
female agricultural workers

By Naeem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The Nari
Foundation Sukkur, in col-
laboration with the Sindh
Human Rights Commission
and other organizations,
held a Provincial Advocacy
Forum at the Press Club to

Khairpur Journalists'
Alliance demands provision
of funds for press clubs

nalists' alliance, the leaders
emphasized the need for all
journalists in Khairpur to
unite. They stated that writ-
ing the truth has become a
serious crime, and actions
against journalists are on the
ise, including the fﬂmg Uf
false cases. They d

By Sajjad Chang
HINGORJA: Chairman of
the Khairpur Journalists’ Al-
liance, Ghulam Hussain
Chang, President Jamal
Mahmood Khuhro, and
General Secretary Hussain
Bux Kubar expressed con-

JUI-F rallies for peace
in Shikarpur

By Adeel Alvi

SHIKARPUR: The JUI-F
Shikarpur organized a
peaceful march against
escalating crime in the
district, led by district
chief Maulana Abdullah
Mahar, Maulana Muham-
mad Tayyab Mekho,
Ameer Ali Jatoi, Hafiz
Rafiq Ahmed Shar, and
Agha Shamsuddin
Pathan. Thousands of ac-
tivists and citizens partic-
ipated in the march from
Madrasa Taj-ul-Uloom to
Lakhidar, culminating in
a protest at the square,
where participants held
placards demanding
peace and displayed party
flags. In their speeches,

the district leaders ac-
cused the elected repre-
sentatives of Shikarpur of
conspiring to plunge the
area into chaos. They
stated that the situation in
the district has deterio-
rated to a point where no
one's life, property, or
honer is safe. People now
hesitate to leave their
homes. fearing abduction,
robbery, or murder. Lead-
ers voiced the anguish of
the common people
questioning where they
could turn for relief. They
criticized local MNAs
and MPAs for prioritizing
politics over public
safety, claiming that these
representatives  enjoy
comfort in Karachi and

Islamabad while ignoring
the plight of the impover-
ished citizens. They
pointed out that even the
police are not safe, as
criminal activities have
surged unchecked, al-
legedly supported by the
ruling party.

Daily reports of kid-
napping, robbery, and
killings have become
commonplace, with inno-
cent children still held
captive by criminals,
causing panic in their
homes. The leaders de-
manded that the DPO of
Larkana, SSP of
Shikarpur. and other of-
ficials take urgent and
decisive action to restore
law and order.

the immediate withdrawal
of these false cases against
journalists and warned that
if funds for press clubs are
not released, a strong
protest movement will be
initiated.

cern that the annual funds
allocated to press clubs by
the District Council of
Khairpur have been sus-
pended for 20 years, which
they deemed unjust. Speak-
ing at & meeting of the jour-

Awareness Event on Free
Treatment for Congenital
Clubfoot Held at SAFCO

Hyderabad

HYDERABAD: An aware-
ness event on the free treat-
ment of congenital clubfoot
was organized at SAFCO
Hyderabad, where medical
experts from Prime Medical
Specialists Group and Prime
Hospital Bahria Town, in-
cluding Dr. Shafig Musyi,
Muhammad Afzal Qureshi,
and Tayyvab Ahmed, shared
valuable insights on the con-
dition and its treatment
During the event, Dr
Musyi emphasized the im-

highlighted that surgeries,
which usually cost lakhs, are

empower female agricul-
tural workers in Sindh
Speakers stressed the need
for technical experts to en-

iculture Workers Act

portance of early detection,
advising mothers, delivery
nurses, and midwives (o be
aware that if a child is bom
with a twisted foot, it can be

provided at no change as pan
of their campaign to raise
awareness and encourage
early intervention

hance the Women Agricul-
tural Workers Law, urging
prompt implementation of
its rules. Advocates and
local leaders discussed the
challenges faced by female
workers, noting that the
draft of the Sindh Women

2019 has been sent to the
Law Department for review.
They highlighted the need
for revisions due to the
law's shortcomings and the
hasty passage. Council
members shared their expe-

riences, emphasi
struggles of womer
culture. The Nari Fou

tion called on Bilawal
Bhutto to ensure the law is
reviewed and implemented
1o protect the rights of fe-
male agricultural workers

Dr. Musyi also noted that
prenatal ultrasounds can de-
tect clubfoot, and post-hirth
symptoms include short,
wide feet, downward heels,
upward-pointing forefeet,
stiff heels, and tightened shin
tendons.

corrected painlessly within a
month, free of cost How-
ever, delays in treatment
could increase costs, and if
left untreated for years, mul-
tiple expensive surgeries may
be required

Chandka Institute of

The doctors urged parents
to bring children with club-
foot to their hospital in
Karachi for free treatment,
ensuring the child aveids
permanent disability. They

SAFWCO Group founder
Suleman G Abro expressed
gratitude to the doctors, com-
mending Dr. Musyi and his
team for their dedication to
this noble cause

Nursing and Allied Health
Scnences holds an exhibition

STITUTE UFAURSING

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA® An exhibi-
tion showcasing the first
batch of Doctor of Physi-
cal Therapy and BS
Nursing students was
held at Chandka Institute
of Nursing and Allied
Health Sciences. Stu-
dents presented over 20
projects on topics such as
muscle tissue, circulatory
system, fertilization, and
maore. The event was at-
tended by notable guests,

including Vice Chancel-
lor of Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto Medical Univer-
ty, Professor Nusrat
Shah, and other officials
They toured the exhibi-
tion, where student group
leaders provided
ings on their projects
Professor MNusrat Shah
praised the students'
work, noting the insti-
tute's com
providing quality educa-
tion and training. She
highlighted the impor-

o

4 SCICES LUK

tance of practical expo-
sure in medical education
and encouraged collabo-
ration with universities
and other institutions for
enhanced learning oppor-
tunities. The Vice Chan-
cellor commended the
Chairman, S Ighal Babu,
for his significant contri
butions to the institute,
emphasizing that both
profitability and per-
formance are vital for
success in the private
sectar

TEO Samaro leads
rally to pay tribute to Pak
Army S martyrs

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: A large rally
was organized in Samaro,
led by TEO Primary
Muhammad Choupan, to pay
tribute to the martyrs of the
Pakistan Army. A significant
number of teachers and stu-
dents participated in the
rally, which started from
Shah Latif Chowk and con-
cluded at the National Press
Club Samaro. During the
event, participants raised slo-

gans such as "Long Live the |8

Pakistan Army” and "Long
Live Pakistan," honoring the
sacrifices made by the sol-
diers. Speakers, including
senior teacher Shoukat Qam-
brani, Ashfaq Jokhio, Chane-
car Kapri, Rashid Al Arain,
Hayi Ismail Zulfigar Khuhro,

Asif Punjabi, and others, ex-
pressed their solidarity with
the army, emphasizing that
they would always stand
with it as it is the true asset

of the nation and is con-
stantly working to protect
the country. A large number
of students also joined the

Shopkeepers deprived of
their valuables in Tando Jam

tionery store. Following this,
they robbed Rustam Talpur's
cement agency of 100,000 ru-
pees and a mobile phone. The
rabbers then assaulted Gul-
sher Marri's grocery store
where they made off wi
cash in the millions and add
tiomal mobile phones before

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO JAM: At the main
railway crossing in Tan

Jam, four unknown robbers
on two 125cc motorcycles
targeted local shops. They
first stale 50,000 rupees in
cash and a mobile phone from
Parkash Kumar's confec-

flecing the scene easily

District and Sessions Judge
Nadeem Badar Qazi visits
hospital and libraries in Moro

By Akhtar Laghari

MORO: The District and
Sessions Judge of Club librarie:
Maushehro Feroze, Nadeem importance. He emphasized
Badar Qazi, visited Moro that officials assigned to
Hospital, where he inter- public service should play
acted with doctors and staff, an active role to address so-
checked patient attendance, cial is: . Chairman of the
and reviewed medications. Municipal Committ

He ed the hospital's Moro,  Nazir  Ahmed
cleanliness and addressed Memon, and other key lead-
patient complamts, also not- ers were present during the

praising th

tally.

ing the delay of the 1122 wisit,

Badin fishermen
protest against Kamal
Shah's arrest

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: The Pakistan Fish-
erfolk Forum and local fish-
ermen protested against the
arrest of Syed Kamal Shah,
uncle of the Pakistan Fisher
Folk Forum Chairman, Sved

|| Mehran Ali Shah. They ac-

cused authorities of political
retaliation and violating the
sanctity of homes during a

police Protesters
claimed police severely tor-
tured women and children
during the incident and called
for investigations by Sindh's
Chief Justice, Chief Minister,
and 1G Sindh Police. Mehran
Shah stated that Kamal Shah,
brother of the Late founder
Muhammad Ali Shah, has
long advocated for fisher-
men's rights and opposed

drug trafficking. He con-
demned the police for al-
legedly registering a false
case against his uncle at the
behest of political rivals.
Shah warned that such mis-
use of power could have seri-
ous repercussions for the
People's Party and an-
nounced plans for a wide-
spread protest across Sindh
against these actions

SPSF President Mansoor
Ahmed Shahani advocates
for constitutional court

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: In a press con-
ference at the Larkana Press
Club, SPSF President Man-
soor Ahmed Shahani an-
nounced the party's support
for establishing a constitu-
tional court, backed by
peaceful student marches
across Sindh. He called for
unity among political parties

to strengthen democracy
and cwp-:dnejucnce for ar-
dinary citizens, noting over
52,450 pending cases in the
Supreme Court.
emphasized that this de-
mand is historically rooted,
dating back to Quaid-
Azam Muhammad Ali Ji
nah in 1931, He expressed
disappointment over resist-
ance from university vice

Shahani

chancellors regarding the
restoration  of  student
unions, which the student
wing had previously advo-
cated for. The conference
followed a rally organized
by the student wing, high-
lighting their commitment
to educational rights and
promaoting healthy activities
in institutions, while oppos-
ing weapon culture,

Services of Dr.
Habib-ur-Rehman Siyal
lauded in Sakrand

| SAKRAND: Dist

By Zeeshan Soomro

ict Presi-
dent of the Pakistan People's
Party, Salim Khan Zardari,
praised  Dr Habib-ur-
Rehman Siyal for his multi-

faceted contributions as a §

writer, poet, teacher, and ac-
tivist during a ceremony hon-
oring his PhIY in Sindhi liter-
ature He  expressed
intentions to return to the

school lM[h party colleagues
to further ncknn\.\]edLe Dr
Siyal's achievements

Dr. Muhammad Sadiq
Siyal, Secretary of the Tha-
lassemia Patients Welfare So-
ciety, highlighted that Dr.
al cnmp]eted his PhD at
56, emphasizing that educa-
tion has no age limit and de-
termination leads to success
District Education Officer
Muhammad Saleem Bhatti

nmed that Dr. Siyal's accom
plishment elevated the de-
partment's prestige

Various personalities pre-
sented Dr. Sival with shields,
shawls, and gifts during the
event, which also featured
qpeechm by Ghulam Nabi
Channa, Kashif Noorani, and
Madam Shehnaz Lakho
Other attendees included
Adam Khan Jamali, Maroof
Bhatti, and others

Daulatpur man protests
against Police harassment

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: In a demon-
stration at the Daulatpur
Press Club, a laborer named
Ghulam Muhammad
Khaskheli expressed con-
cems over police harassment
by the Daulatpur police. He
alleged that the police, act-
ing on behalf of influential
individuals, had filed false
drug-related charges against
him, severely disrupting his
life and livelihood. During
the protest, Khaskheli stated
that he is a laborer strug-
gling to support his family
but is constantly hindered by

police roadblocks and un-
warranted legal actions. He
claimed to have swomn on
the Quran in front of the
SSP and DSP, affirming his
innocence in any wrongdo-

A
ing. Khaskheli appealed to
SSP Tanveer Tunio and
other high-ranking officials
to disn the false charges
and provide him with pro-
tection.

4

st Urs of Hazrat Pir Rukanuddin

Shah (RA) celebrated in Matiari

By Sajjad Ali Abbasi

MATIARI: The annual Urs
of the great Sufi saint Hazrat
Pir Rukanuddin Shah (RA),
was celebrated with deep
reverence and respect. The
event was marked by the

shrine's caretakers, Syed Pir
Allahyar Shah Hashmi and
Syed Pir Ameer Ali Shah
Hashmi, who laid a ceremo-
nial chadar and offered
prayers. Hundreds of devo-
tees from across Sindh par-
ticipated in the celebrations

Syed Pir Allahyar Shah
Hashmi emphasized that
Hazrat Pir Rukanuddin Shah
(RA) memorized the Quran
at the age of 15 and illumi-
nated many hearts with his
teachings, being a perfect
saint throughout his hife,
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Imran Tessori Appointed Chairman
Of Pakistan Gems & Jewellery
Traders And Exporters Association

KARACHI: Imran Tessori, a
leading figure in the gold and
jewellery sector, has been
unanimously appointed as
the Chairman of the Pakistan
Gems & Jewellery Traders
and Exporters Association
(PGITEA). Tessori  has
pledzed to tackle the indus-
try's pressing challenges and
focus on boosting jewellery
exports from Pakistan.
Currently, Pakistan's gold
jewellery exports stand at
USD 12 million, but Tessor
aims to elevate this figure to
USD 5 billion, contingent on
government support and re-
forms, particularly the modi-
fication of SRO 760 to meet
exporter demands. A pro-
posal for these changes has
already been submitted, and
while discussions with rele-
vant ministries have taken
place, progress has been

slow.

Tessori, who also serves
as an advisor to the President
of the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce &
Industry (FPCCI) on Govem-
ment Affairs, Trade, and For-
eign Investment, has been ac-
tively involved in the
business community. He
previously contested
FPCCI elections for the

position of Vice President.

In his new role, Tessori
has committed to working
closely with all industry
stakeholders to address
their concerns and en-
hance the sector's contri-
bution to Pakistan's for-
eign exchange reserves,
thereby supporting the
couniry's economic recov-
ery.—

Karachi Airport Blast
Tied To Foreign Intelligence

KARACHI: A preliminary
investigation into the recent
explosion near Karachi's Jin-
nah International Airport
suggests foreign intelligence
agency involvement in the at-
tack, according to a report
submitted by the Counter-
Terorism Department (CTD)
to an anti-terrorism court.

The report indicates that
the suicide bombing, which
targeted Chinese engineers,
was part of a broader con-
spiracy aimed at undermin-
ing Pakistan-China relations.
The Balochistan Liberation
Army (BLA) has been iden-
tified as a key player in or-
chestrating the attack.

The investigation reveals
that an unidentified terrorist
parked a vehicle near a con-
voy of Chinese nationals be-
fore detonating the explo-
sives. The blast took place
near the exit signal at Jinnah
International Terminal, di-

Agency

rectly in front of the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA)
guardroom

Police and Rangers per-
sonnel rushed 1o the scene
following the explosion,
which left three people
dead, including two Chi-
nese nationals, Li Jun and
Sun Huazhen. More than 12
individuals were injured, in-
cluding  Wagar, Tlyas,

Nagem, Rano  Khan,
Azeem, Tariq, Ali, Hamza,
and Sabih

The explosion also
caused the destruction of 15
vehicles, A case has been
registered at the Airport Po-
lice Station, and the CTD
report includes charges of
murder, attempted murder,
terrorism, and the use of ex-
plosives —RT/Agency

Ibrahim Hyderi Police
Arrest PFF leader Kamal
Shah For Drug Offences

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: In Karachi's
Ibrahim Hyderi area, po-
lice conducted a raid on
the home of fishery
leader Kamal Shah and
arrested him. His family
claims that police person-
nel entered the house
without a lady search of-
ficer, assaulted the

women, and violated the
sanctity of the home.
Kamal Shah has been
falsely accused of drug
offenses, and his son,
Siraj Shah, stated that
this action was taken in
retaliation for his father's
writings against the drug
trade in the area

Local dignitaries con-
demned the police's ac-

B
tions and demanded the
immediate release of
Kamal Shah. Mean-
while, the SHO of
Ibrahim Haidari
claimed thatr Kamal
Shah is a drug dealer
with several pending
cases against him. This
incident has drawn sig-
nificant attention from
authorities

PTI Delegation Visits Chinese
Consulate In Karachi To Offer
Condolences

KARACHI: A delegation
from Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) visited the
Chinese Consulate Gen-
eral in Karachi to express
condolences over the
tragic loss of Chinese na-
tionals in the recent
Karachi airport blast
Led by former Presi-
dent Dr. Arif Alvi, the
delegation included Se-
nior Vice President PTI
Firdous Shamim Nagvi,
Mustafa Karani, and
MPA Rehan. Dr. Alvi
conveyed his deep sorrow
aver the incident, noting

that such acts aim to dis-
rupt the strong ties be-
tween Pakistan and China
and to distract from the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project
"We value our friend-
ship with China, and 1
was the first head of state
to  wisit China post-
COVID-19, where I met
President Xi. This re-
flects the vision of Imran
Khan, who has always
admired China's rapid de-
velopment," Alvi stated.
Firdous Shamim
Naqvi also extended

condolences on behalf
of PTI, zing

empha
the bond between the

two nations. He reiter-
ated that the focus
should remain on the
Belt and Road Initia-
tive, which has the po-
tential to transform the
region

Chinese Consul Gen-
eral Yang Yundong wel-
comed the PTI delega-
tion and expressed
gratitude for their un-
wavering support and
continued  solidarity
with China. —RT

€ 3
l\*\R*\CHI The Sindh
Government has approved
a significant increase in
the minimum wage, rais-
ing it to Rs 37,000 during
a provincial cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Chief Min-
ister Murad Ali Shah. The
session also focused on
improving policing across
the province.

Under the new reforms,
407 police stations across
Sindh will receive allo-
cated budgets, with Sta-
tion  House  Officers
(SHOs) autherized to uti-
lize special funds. Police
stations in different cate-
gories will have tailored
budgets, with Catezory A
stations in Karachi receiv-
ing Rs 15.2 million. SHOs

Sindh CM Approves
Key Reforms,
Increases Minimum
Wage For Labourers

15L '\MJ‘B.’\D MOM Pak-

1 but based on political inter-
) esis.
1 Inresponse to a question
j about supporting the pro-
posed amendments, Sattar
noted that the MOM has yet
to see the draft of the consti-
tutional reform.

He further explained that
¥ the amendments bemL intro-
duced were

they v«ou\d also propose sim-

will be per'med to spend
up to Rs 0.2 million perl

ilar
ical necessities, notmg that
the PTI were in power, was also in agreement on en- courts. —RT/Agency

Sattar added that the PTI

Political Interests, Not Principles,
Driving Constitutional
Amendments: Farooq Sattar

hancing the role of Parlia-
ment in the appointment of
judges and constitutional

manth 1
The cabinet also ap-|
proved amendments to the |
rules of the Sindh Publicy
Service Commission y
(SPSC). allowing for the 1
creation of a waiting ||sl
for vacant positions

In addition, nine dls
pensaries in Tharpﬂlkar ISLAMABAD: A school trip
will be operated in part- ! took a tragic tum when a bus
nership with NGOs, and ¥ carrying  students  from

the Health Department V Sialkot on Saturday involved 58

an accident at Shakarpar-
ian, Islamabad
According

plans to abolish 731 va-
cant posts

During the meeting, the 1 o

cabinet also called for a i spokesman for Iht,|-]arnalmd |

halt to the excessive fines § Capital Territory (ICT) ad-
being imposed on the pub- § ministration, one student lost
lic by electricity distribu- g his life, and seven others sus-
tion companies —RT 1 tained serious injuries in
l crash.

KARACHI: The Interna-
tional Lawyers Forum
(ILF) has called for a na-
tionwide referendum on
the proposed 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment, rais-
ing concerns about the
credibility of current par-
liamentarians and the lack
of unity among political
parties.

Addressing the media,
ILF  Chairman  Nasir
Ahmed Advocate stressed
that public confidence in
the existing political lead-
ership is at an all-time low.
He pointed out that unre-
solved election disputes in
the courts have further
complicared the country's
political situation

“Given the current par-
liamentary and political
turmoil, the most appropri-
ate step is o allow the pub-
lic to express their views
directly through a referen-
dum,” said Nasir Ahmed
He argued that with the on-
going lack of nn[mnal co-
hesion and the s
of this o
amendment, relying s
on parliamentary proce-
dures may not accurately

International
Lawyers Forum |
Urges National
Referendum On

26th Constitutional

Amendment

¢ cratic and inclusive resolu-

The incident occurred
H \hhbl‘l the bus, en route from
Sialkot, veered off course at
Shakarparian after the driver
reportedly lost control of the
vehicle:
1 All injured students were
1 promptly transported o Pak-
l istan Institute of Medical Sci-
1 ences (PIMS) and Polyclini
1 Hospital for medical treat-
1 ment. The district administra-
1 tion confirmed that the stu-

&'

dcm- were receiving the nec-
essary medical care.

The driver of the bus
fled the scene following
the accident. Authorities
are currently investigating
the incident and suspect
driver's negligence. Efforts
are underway to track
down and apprehend the
drIVEI'

Sialkot School Trip Tragedy:
One Student Killed, Several
‘Injured In lslamabad Bus Crash

=
In the aftermath, trans-

port arrangements  have
been made to safely return
the remaining students to
Sialkot. Officials staved that
they are working closely
with both the school admin-
istration and Sialkot district
authorities (o ensure the stu-
dents' safe journey back
home —RT/Agency

1 DUKI: Labour organisations
I have gone on strike, with
1 coal miners ceasing opera-
Ntions to protest the deadly
0 terror attack in Duki earlier
1 this week

According to media, for-
| mer provincial minister and
peentral leader of Pash-
tunkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PEMAP) Nawah Ayaz Jo-
gezai, along with others,
held a press conference de-
protection  for

represent the people's will
The 26th Constitutional
Amendment could bring § manding

significant changes to Pak- ¥ workers
istan's governance frame- They threatened o halt
work, and the ILF believes ! work if their demands were
that a referendum would | not met.
ensure transparency and re-1  District President of the
store public trust in the I Labour Federation, Ambar
democratic process # Khan Yousafzai, stated that
The ILF's appeal comes | work would remain sus-
amid rising political ten- g pended until workers' s
sions, with both govern- 5
ment and opposition fac-
tions strugpling to reach anyin which 20 miners were
agreement.  The forum

killed the previous day.
PKMAP leader Nawab
Ayaz Jogezal described the
killing of workers in Duki as
a heanbreaking incident,
noting that 20 miners were
killed and around eight were

¢ injured.

He added that this inci-
dent is neither the first nor
the last, as such occurrences

are increasing daily

1Coal Miners Strike F ollowing
! Duki Terror Attack

“For 76
years, the small narions in
this country have been ex-
ploited,” he said

District  authorities
reported that the as-
sailants  used heavy

weapons, including hand
pgrenades  and  rocket
launchers, 1o target the
coal mines —RT/Agency

hnpe: that a referendum
would offer a more demao-

tion to the current political
deadlock —RT

KARACHI: A woman pos-
ing as a hitchhiker robbed
a man in the Korangi area
on Friday night, amid the
growing w of street
crimes in the city.

The incident occurred
around 8 pm near Singer
Chowrangi, when the vic-
tim, riding a motorcycle,
offered a lift to a "veiled
elderly woman." Upon
reaching Korangi No. 5,
the man asked her to dis-
mount, as his route home
diverged.

However, the woman
pulled a gun from her
handbag, pressed it against
the man's chest, and de-
manded his belongings.
The victim handed over his
mabile phone and Rs5.000

Ty, the
woman fled with the assis-
tance of three male accom-

plices, who had been trail-

Lift Seeker Turns
Robber, Karachi Man
Mugged At Gunpoint

1 ISLAMABAD: The Na-
j tional Disaster Manage-
g ment Authority (NDMA)
g has invited hids from Tep-
y utable air cargo compa-
nies for charter flights to
transport humanitarian
to Palestine and
I ehanan
The authority sought
I twa charter ﬂ]l,hls each
 capable of carrying ap-
I proximately 100 tons of
l relief supplies.
To participate in the
|b|dd1ng process, inter-
J ested air cargo companies
ing the motorcyelist on two y must be registered with
bikes since the offer was g the Income and Sales Tax
made. j departments
The wctlmhaslndLadal The bid application
complaint \MUTIII forms can be downloaded
Colony Police Station, urg-} from the NDMA and
ing authorities tUtdkL&W‘I"IT’EPRA websites. Bid
action against the culpri documents, along with
Street crimes continue

instructions and terms
and conditions, must be
submitted by October 13

Selected bidders will
be announced on the
same day in the presence
of the bidding compa-
nies.

Sources said that Pak-
istan  will send 200
tonnes of relief supplies
to Palestine and Lebanon

Pakistan To Send Humanitarian
Aid To War-Torn Palestine
And Lebanon

as part of its humanitar-
ian support for the re-
gions affected by Israeli
attacks.

The charter flights
will transport essential
relief supplies, including
food, shelter, and med-
ical equipment, to sup-
port affected communi-
ties in Palestine and
Lebanon.—RT/ Agency

to plague Karachi, withl
aver 50,000 ca: eported
-Police Liai-1

1

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan

-y Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)

ported. On average, 208y leader Atif Khan said
criminal cases are TLpUrlLdl that Chief Minister Khy-
daily in the city, with mo- hur Pakhtunkhwa Al
bile phone, car, and mumr- Amin Gandapur's ab-
bike thefts being the most @ sence demoralised party
frequent. In addition to the s workers  during  their
loss of valuables, 100 indi-1 protest at Islamabad's D-
viduals have lost their? Chowk
lives, and nearly 500 others  In an exclusive inter-
have been injured due tol view with media, Atif
armed robberies, —RT I Khan said that there was

no clear message from
the party leadership re-
garding the protest strat-
egy on Oetober 4.

"The leadership
should have clarified its
further course of action
after the workers reached
D-Chowk. The workers
should have been com-
municated clearly to hold
just a protest or stage a
sit-in,” Atif Khan added

Gandapur’s Absence Demoralized
PTI Workers: Atif Khan

He said that after all
that, the PTI workers are
disappointed. Express-
ing concerns over the
party's current trajectory,
Atif Khan said that cur-
rently they are lacking
clear direction and deci-
sion-making.

To a question, he said the
PTI cannot be eliminated by
the forces who want to do
s0.—RT7Agency
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IMF Alarm Bells: Pakistan Trails Regional
Neighbors In Living Standards

ISLAMABAD: The Intera-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
has underscored "the need
for urgent" palicy reforms in
Pakistan in its recent staff
report, saying that the coun-
try has failed to match the
living standards of its peers
in the region, media re-
ported on Saturday.

"Pakistan has been
falling behind its peers in
recent decades in terms of
income per capita, competi-
tiveness, and export per-
formance. From 2000 to
2022, Pakistan’s GDP per
capita grew al an average
annual rate of only 1.9%."
the report read.

As per the report. Pak-
istan's peers achieved more
than twice the aforemen-

tioned rate.
"Bangladest

underlying challenges have
persisted, recommending
enhanced ownership as a
key lesson learned.

The IMF evaluated Pak-
istan's performance over the
past decade. During this pe-
riod, Pakistan had three
upper  credit  tranche

averaged
growth of 4.5%, India
reached 4.9%, Vietnam 5%,
and China a growth of about
7.5%," the Washington-
based lender stated.

The IMF has reviewes
the last 10 vears of its spon-
sored programmes in Pak-
istan and acknowledged that

the Rapid Financing Instru-
ment under the General Re-
source Account (GRA).
These programmes were
generally initiated against
the backdrop of weak exter-
nal conditions or unprece-
dented external shocks, such
as the COVID-19 pandemic

and floods, combined with
prolonged fiscal and exter-
nal vulnerabilities, along
with structural challenges.
Although early progress was
often made due to stronger
policies under fund-sup-
ported programmes, this
progress was not sustained,

and one use of leading to the re-emergence

of imbalances and the need
for successor programmes
To be effective, pro-
gramme conditionality
needs to evolve to capture
emerging risks and policy
issues. For the new Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF),
this is particularly impor-

tant. During the 2013 EFF,
reform efforts weakened,
leading to 13 walvers being
required. While spending
and extenal borrowing
were initially contained,
large future borrowing com-
mitments set the stage for
the reemergence of imbal-
ances.

It has emerged, under the
IMF'’s §7 billion EFF, Pak-
istan has accepted 22 condi-
tions, including a written
commitment to phase out in-
centives for Special Eco-
nomic Zones (SEZs) by

35.

b3
]

The government will
prepare a phased plan by
June 2025 to eliminate all
current SEZ incentives.

Additionally, Pakistan
has agreed to adjust gas tar-
iffs by the end of December
2024 and impose a 5% Fed-
eral Excise Duty (FED) on
fertilisers and pesticides in
the 2025-26 budget.

To enhance the anti-cor-
ruption framework’s effec-
tiveness, the government
will amend the Civil Ser-
vants Act by February 2025,

It will ensure that asset
declarations of high-level
public officials (including
assets beneficially owned by
them or their family mem-
bers) are filed digitally and
made publicly accessible
through the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR), with a
robust risk-based verifica-
tion framework by a single
authority.

The government also
aims to achieve net-zero cir-
cular debt flow for FY25
through timely tariff in-
creases, targeted subsidies,
and cost-reducing reforms
in the power sector.

“Pakistan's capacity to
repay is subject to signifi-
cant risks and remains ci
cally dependent on policy
implementation and timely
external financing.” the IMF
stafl report stated.

While the IMF com-
mended Pakistan’s policy
implementation under the
2023-24 SBA, it emphasised
that sustained efforts are
needed to ensure macroeco-
nomic stability and sustain-
able growth. —RT/Agency

'Political Terrorism': Ahsan Iqbal Slams PTI's
October 15 Protest Plans

ISLAMABAD:  Planning
Mlinister Ahsan Igbal on Sat-
urday strongly condemned
the PTI's D-Chowk protest
call for October 15, when the
twio-day Shimghai
Coopera-tion Organisation
(SCO) summit s set 1o
begin, as “political terror-
ism”, aimed at mali 1 the
country and stopping its de-

velopment and emnumlc I

progress,

The PTI has announced
the suspension of its protests
in Punjab and issued a na-
tionwide call urging party
leaders and workers o con-
verge in Islamabad on Oct
15, The PTI has also de-
manded immediate access
for party leaders and family
members to its founder,
Tmran Khan, who is incarcer-
ated in Adiala Jail. The gov-
emment earlier banned visits
to prisoners at Adiala Jail
until Oct 13 due to security
concerns rela-ted 1o the high-
profile SCO summir.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad, the
planning minister expressed
disappointment at the timing
of the PTI’s protest coincid-
ing with the SCO summit,
which he said was a great
honour for the country.

“Now there is no doubt,
that terrorism in Karachi and
political terrorism protest
calls are similar,” the minis-
said adding that the
criptwriter” was the same
person who on one hand was
using Terrorists o carry out

explosive attacks, and on the
other, was using PTI o
spread anarchy and under-
mine Pakistan’s vital inter-
ests.

Tqpbal urged I’TW Support-

economic recovery efforts,
1t’s crucial to acknowledge
the damage caused by these
actions and consider the con-
sequences of supporting
policies that hinder Pak-

tan’s growth and develop-
ment,” he urged.

The minister said the
country cannot afford 1o in-
dulge in destructive politics,
“Just because PT1's leader is
Jailed, doesn’t justify chaos,”
he said

The minister said that it
was a proud moment for
Pakistan to host the SCO
summit on Oct 15-16 and a
ificant diplomatic
"|chwe\emcn1 for the country
. Defence Min-

ers who Iy wanted
change and development to
recognise the harm caused
by their party’s actions. The
minister said that the PTI's
protests in 2014 had delayed
the Chinese president’s visit
1o Pakistan

“The PTI is attempting to

undermine the govemment's ...

ister I\haw’ua -’\qul said while
speaking to the media in
Sialkot that the courts should
take notice of the protest call,
saying they were bound to do
S0,

“The state will use all its
power, resources and might
10 stop this amack at the

country's repute,” he said,
adding that the government
would not allow anyone o
sabotage the SCO moot

“Absolutely not,” the de-
fence minister vowed.

Meanwhile, Federal Min-
ister for Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit Balustan  Amir
Mugam also strongly re-
jected the FT1's protest call

“It is proof of anti-nation-
alism, There is no doubt that
PTI’s agenda seemed to be
anti-Pakistan because PTI
has declared the protest on
this important occasion”™

He added that the PTI
“once again showed its real
face as the meeting of SCO
is very important for Pak-
istan”

The minister noted that in
any case, the protest could
not be allowed on the occa-
sion and the protest call was
“condemnable and very sad”,
adding that protests and pro-
cessions could be held ar any
ather time.—RT/Agency

Pakistan Army Shines With
Gold At UK's Elite
Cambrian Patrol 2024

LONDON: The Pakistan
Army Cambrian Team has
won gold in Exercise Cam-
brian Patrol 2024 by securing
the highest points 864 in Ex
CP-24 and defeated 118
teams representing Europe
The 67 Punjab Regiment
won the gold medal by secur-
ing the highest-ever 864
points in the competition
which also included teams
from entire Europe. 67 Pun-
jab Regiment participated in
the event for the second con-
secutive year after standing
first in the Pakistan Army's
internal competition. The
premier patrolling event has
been running for over 6l
vears and is the British
Army's principal All Arms

Patrol Exercise It is open to
all three Services (Regular
and Reserve) and interna-
tional participants. Army and
Air Adviser UK Col Taimur
Rahat said that Cambrian Pa-
trol is the world's most chal-
lenging test of basic soldier-

ing skills, especially under i

fatigue, sleep deprivation,
and stress. Participants are
assessed on th erform-
ance throughout the event,
based on factors such as bat-
tlecraft, individual training,
robustness, and leadership,
he said, commenting on Pak-

Adiala Jail Dismisses
Rumors Of VIP Treatment
For Imran

[SLAMABAD: A jailer at the
Adiala prison has rebutted
the reports about the change
of the cell or barrack for Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
founder Imran Khan, media
reported.

Khan has not been shifted
to a new cell or barrack, he is
still staying where he has
been kept, Adiala Jail Super-
intendent Ghafoor Anjum
told the publication in an ex-
clusive conversation

The deposed prime minis-
ter has been incarcerated at
the facility for over a year
since his arrest in case related
fo state gifts

The jailer said that all fa-
cilities were available to the
PTI founder as before and he
never complained about the
comfort and convenience in

the jail.
"Shaukat Khanum Hospi-
tal doctors came to the jail,
examined his teeth and gave
medicines which made him
healthy. He did not complain
of hemorrhoids or any other
such ailment after coming to
prison,” he added

Khan is imprisoned under
better-class (B-class) facili-
ties with high security due to
his status former pre-
mier. He is facing several
cases, including the £190
million  reference,  the
Toshakhana case and others

Anjum termed the specu-
lations about Khan's health
baseless, saying that the
crie r-turned-politician
“works out for about three
hours intensely without inter-
ruption”.

He said that the jail staff
are urged to treat every in-
mate with kindness

“Rumours about Imran
Khan's health and solitary
confinement are completely
false and they will also be
proved to be a lie when meet-
ings with him are allowed,”
he added.

It may be noted that the
Punjab  government has
banned all meetings inside
Rawalpindi's Adiala jail, as a
measure to bolster Iht facil-
ity's security in light of the
u]:u.omm_g Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organisation (SCO)
summit. The event is sched-
uled in neighboring Islam-
abad from Octaber 15 to 16,
while the meetings have
been restricted till October
18.—RT/ Agency

PM Shehbaz
'Confident' In
Preparations Ahead Of
Crucial SCO Summit

I .
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif visited
Jinnah Convention Centre in
Islamabad on Saturday to re-
view arrangements for the
Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SCO) summit
scheduled to be held on 15th
and 16th of this month

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq
Dar,  Planning inister
Ahsan Ighal, Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting
Attaullzsh Tarar and other rel-
evant authorities also accom-
panied the prime minister.

The prime minister was
briefed by the CDA chairman

and officials of Ministry of
Foreign Affairs on the
arrangements being made for
holding the SCO Summit

Shehbaz Sharif expressed
satisfaction over the arrange-
ments

Earlier, Shehbaz Sharif
visited the capital city to re-
view the arrangements being
made for the summit yester-
day. The prime minster was
briefed on the reception
arrangements for the guests
attending the SCO Summit.

Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagqyi briefed the prime min-
ister about the arrange-
ments.—RT/Agency

Dar Heads To Karachi For
High-Stakes Talks On
Constitutional Amendment

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar
will visit Karachi tomor-
row (Sunday) to hold
meetings with the parlia-
s in order to
nsensus for the
nmch talked about consti-
tutional amendment.
According to sources,
Dar will meet the MOM
leadership at its office in
Bahadurabad
The deputy prime min-
ister would be accompa-
nied by National Assembly
Speaker  Sardar  Ayaz
Sadig, former minister

Khawaja Saad Rafique and
Law Minister Azam Nazir
Tarar.

The government dele-
gation will take the MOM
leadership into confidence
over the proposed constitu-
tional amendment.

Meanwhile, Governor
Sindh Kamran Tessori and
a delegation of MOM
called on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif in Islam-
abad on Saturday.

During the meeting,
current political situation
of the country was dis-

cussed —RT/Agency

Brace For Impact: Petrol
and Diesel Prices Set To
Soar In Upcoming Review

KARACHI: The price of pe-
troleum products is likely to
rise up to Rs10 per litre in the
upcoming review in the wake
of a spike in global petro-
leum prices, media reported
on Saturday.

According to estimates
from the oil sector, petrol
price may surge by Rs3-4 per
litre, while the price of high-
speed diesel (HSD) is ex-
pected to increase by more
than Rs10 per litre

The price of HSD is ex-
pected to increase by more
than Rs10 per litre in the next
price review, following a
spike in global oil prices.

The demand for petro-
leum products, particularl
HSD. has surged sig
cantly in recent days, driven
by expectations of the up-
coming price hike in the next
fortmightly review:

According to insiders in
the il sector, the rise in HS!
demand is unexpected, as
there was no significant in-
crease in demand from the
industrial or agricultural sec-
tors.

"The surge is primarily
due to dealers hoarding pe-
troleum products, especially
HSD. in anticipation of a
price hike,” they explained.

Industry experts noted
that the average daily sale of
HSD has jumped to 24.000

litres, compared 1o the usual
16,000-17,000 litres per day.
They dismissed claims
that the govemment's crack-
down on smuggling has con-
tributed to the increase in
]egal HSD sales

"It is mainly hoarding by

- oil marketing companies

{OMCs) and dealers aiming
to maximi: profits before
the expected price hike,” they
said.

Atop official at a refinery
confirmed the recent surge in
HSD sales

"We are selling more
HSD than usual. but we're
unsure if this is due to hoard-
lng by oil marketing compa-
nies or dealers ahead of the
price increase," the official
said.

He added that the true de-
mand for HSD will become
clear after the price review,
which will show whether the
increased sales are driven by

genuine demand or hoarding.

In recent months, the
country has faced an over-
supply of diesel due to low
consumption. HSD demand
has dropped from 750,000
tonnes per month to just
500,000 tonnes, driven by
several hclc including
smuggling. " reduced
demand, local refineries can
easily meet about 80% of the
country’s needs," the Oil
Companies Advisory Counil
ACY wrote in a letter to
the government a while back.

The Iulu uupuwd the
government’s decision to
allow a private oil marketing
company to import HSD,

"There is no Ju~l|ﬁ.m|ur|
for importing  excessive
HSD, yet imports were al-
lowed in recent months, lead-
ing to a serious glut and op-
erational challenges for local
refineries,” the OCAC had
said —RT/Agency

Abbasi Fires Back Against Controversial
Constitutional Amendments

ISLAMABAD: Senior
politician Shahid Khagan
Abbasi has strongly opposed
the proposed 26th Constitu-
tional Amendment, stating
that undermining the judi-
ciary’s independence is not a
solution to past mistakes,

In a statement on the pr-
posed amendments, Abbasi,
an Awam Pakistan Party
leader, voiced concems over
the government’s actions,
questioning its mandate:

He warned that the pro-
posed amendment would se-
verely impact the judiciary's
autonomy.

"The proposed law allow-
ing the transfer of High
Court judges will be used 10
put them under pressure,”
Abbasi said, further stating
that this would weaken the
protection of citizens' funda-
mental rights

He also criticised the in-
troduction of a Federal Con-
stitutional Court, suggesting
itwould diminish the role of
Supreme Court judges.

Abbasi also raised alarms
over the potential expansion
of military court trials, de-
scribging them as a direct as-
sault on civil liberties
= udicial in-
dependence is not a remedy

for the bad decisions of the
past,” Abbasi concluded,
firmly oppasing any move
that threatens the core values
af the justice system

He has previously called
for Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa to retire after
completing  his  tenure,
amidst whar he described as
political instability and chaos
in the country.

Furthermore,  Jamiat
Ulema-g-Islam (JUI-F) Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman on
October 11 expressed condi-
tional suppon for the gov-
ernment’s proposed constitu-
tional amendments,
emphasising the need for
consensus among political
forces

Following a Special
Committee of Parliament
meeting, Rehman said: “We
are trying to remove the con-
troversial contents from the

=3

He added thar the public
had rejected the govern-
ment’s initial draft.

T'he constitutional pack-
age aims to establish a fed-
eral constitutional eourt and
set a three-year tenure for
the Chief Justice of Pak-
istan (CIP). The govern-
ment initially anempted to
present the amendments
last month, but faced resist-
ance from both allies and
opposition members,
prompting a consultation
process —RT/Agency

Mohsin Naqvi Demands
Crackdown On Criminal
Gangs In Capltal

ISLAMABAD: In a formal
oath-taking ceremony held at
the Ministry of Interior on
Saturday, Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi administered
the oath to the newly elected
officials of the Islamabad
Crime and Interior Reporters
Association

The event brought to-
gether prominent figures
from both journalism and the
govemnment, underscoring
the vital role of crime report-
ing in safeguarding public in-
terests.

The association’s key
leaders included were C|
man Shakeel Qarar,
Chairman Naeem Janjua,
President Qamar Al-Man-
awar, and Secretary General
Zulgamain Haider stood at
the forefront, pledging their
commitment to upholding the
values of jounalism and in-

ers who took the oath in-
cluded Senior Vice President

Adil Tanoli, Vice Presidents =

MNagem Asghar and Bilal
Afridi, Information Secretary
Nasir Butt, and Finance Sec-
retary Saqib Syed.

During his address, Min-
ister Nagvi congratulated the
new office bearers and
praised the assocation for its
critical role in bridging the
gap between the media and

the Ministry of Interior.

“The Crime and Interior
Reporters Association and
the Ministry of Interior share
a deep-rooted connection

- We rely on your work to
» bring

neparency and ac-
countability to the public,”
Nagvi remarked
aw the minister’s
message was not just one of
praise but also a call to ac-
tion,
He urged the newly ap-
pointed reporters to take a

r- proactive role in identifying

and exposing criminal mafias
operating within Islamabad
You are the eyes and ears of
the city,” Nagvi emphasized
“Your investigative work is
essential in combating the
growing menace of organ-
ized crime.” Naqvi expressed
hope that the association
would continue to elevate the
standards of professional
joumalism, ensuring that eth-
ical practices remain at the

core of every investigation
and report. “I am conflderlt

by example in promoting
fact-based, responsible re-
porting, which is crucial for
security and aware-

red journalists that
safety would be a top
e are committed
to c'n-urmg that every jour-
nalist, especially those n the
field, has the protection they
need to do their job without
fear. You have my full sup-
port.” he promised
The ceremony concluded
with a renewed sense of pur-
pose, as the journalists vowed
to continue their mission of
holding those in power ac-
countable while shedding
light on the darker comers of
the city —RT/Agency
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