Scarlett Johansson
Shares Eye-Opening|
Beauty Advice After

Her Biggest
Cosmetic Regret

FOUNDED BY
PURL

TN

ATE) KAZI SAEED AKBAR & (Late) Kazi
TANEOQUSLY FROM KARACHI and HYDERABAD

A
=

NAL TIMES

%Heartland :

Adi Faryal Talpur
Unveils
State-Of-The-Art Skin

Hospital In Naudero

KARACHI Edition Vol XV No 290 Regd. No. 114 visit us at

% Money

~Zafar Moti is Sad!

PSE 100-index
down by 216.05
points to close
at 85,453.22

= NATIONAL

IeTor ”
Explosive Reference gy England Shatters
Against PTI Senator i mlr]d!. Posts
Abro Sent To ECP i i gI:-si-E::H::Ei'g
‘Total Against Pakistan

|| S sporrs

Sindh CM And World
Bank Sery ¢ 53.1bn
In Mega Development
Projects, Including The
Yellow Line BRT

Wwww. regionaltimes

PM Hails Landmark Decision As
Five IPPs ‘Voluntarily’ End

Contracts, Saving Consumers A
Whopping Rs60 Billion Annually

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif said on
Thursday that five independ-
ent power producers {IPPs)
have "voluntarily" agreed to
cancel their power purchase
agreements with the federal
govemnment, providing Rso)
billion in annual relief to in-
flation-hit consumers, fol-
lowing extended talks with
the authorities.

"By voluntarily agreeing
to terminate their contracts
prematurely with the goven-
ment, these five IPPs priori-
tised the nation's interests
over their own," the premier
said addressing the Cabinet

"The "take or pay" con-
tracts with the five independ-
ent power producers have
been fully terminated, and
they will only receive the
outstanding amounts owed
by the government, without
any interest.”

The federal government
has been under immense
pressure {0 reconsider its
power purchase agreements
(PPAs) with the IPPs follow-
ing owtcry across the country
as the addition of capacity
payment charges inflated the
power bills beyond the af-
fordability of the inflation-
burdened masses.

The PM said that in the
first phase, five IPPs were
ending deals with the govern-
ment; however, re n of
PPAs with other TPPs would
gradually lower the taniff fur-

ther. saving the national ex-
chequer Rs411 billion a yvear,
creating more fiscal space for
the cash-strapped country.
PM Shehbaz said: “The
rate of inflation was more
than 30% [in the same month
during the previous year], it
now stands at 6.9%.
prime minister commended
the five IPPs, stating they
were the first raindrops in the
effort to bring relief to the
public. An official, who was
part of the task force on the
power sector, told The News
that the modalities were
being settled, and once fi-
nalised, all five TPPs would
sign the documents to termi-
nate the contracts The devel-
opment came after PM She-
hbaz's administration, last
manth wamed the [PPs' own-
ers of "consequences” over
failure to voluntarily termi-
nate the power purchase
agreements (PPAs).“The en-
tire cabinet, including me, is
grateful to these TPP own-
ers,” he added, further men-
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tioning that the task force es-
tablished for the reform of
the power sector and the
members of the federal cabi-
net deserve praise for this ef-
fort. He also highlighted the
record increase in remit-
tances from overseas Pakista-
nis. “Record remittances of
$8.8 billion in the last quarter
reflect the confidence of
overseas Pakistanis in gov-
emment policies. "During the
cabinet meeting. the details
of the agreement between the
task foree and the owners of
the IPPs — including Hubco,
Lalpir, Saba Power, Rousch
Power, and Atlas Power —
and the process of conclud-
ing the agreements with them
were presented before the
cabinet. Qut of these [PPs,
Rousch Power was estab-
lished under a build-own-op-
erate-and-ransfer agreement,
which will be privatised by
the Privatisation Commission
after the transfer of its own-
ership to the government

PML-N And PPP Reach
Groundbreaking Consensus On
Crucial Constltutlonal Amendments

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Muslim League - Nawaz
(PML-N) President Nawaz
Sharif and Pakistan Peoples
Party Chairman  Bilawal
Bhuto Zardari have held dis-
cussions during which the
two leaders reached an agree-
ment on  constitutional
amendments

Bilawal called on Nawaz
Sharif at the Punjab House,
where the former Prime Min-
ister welcomed the PPP
leader. The two leaders also
exchanged views on the
country's political sination.

The discussion primarily
focused on judicial reforms
and constitutional amend-
ments.

They decided to present
these amendments in Parlia-
ment following further con-
sultation, with the timeline
for this process to be deter-

mmed in cmuul[aunn with
other polirical parties

Maryam  Aurangzeb,
Rana Sanaullah, Pervez
Rashid, Irfan Siddiqui. and
Ahsan Ighal attended of the
meeting from the PML-N.

Meanwhile, the PPP dele-
gation included Yousaf Raza

Gillani, Raja Pervaiz Ashraf,
Khursheed Shah, Murtaza
‘Wahab, Murtaza Javed Ab-
basi, Naveed Qamar., and
Palwasha Khan

Nawaz Sharif is sched-
uled to attend a dinner in ho-
nour of a Saudi delegation
later tonight —RT/Agency

Mustafa Nawaz Demands Full
Transparency In Constitutional
Amendments Process

ISLAMABAD: “We don't
want to restrain the Parlia-
ment from its right to amend
the constitution”, former sen-
ator Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar
said on Thursday.

In a statement, Mustafa
Nawaz, a former PPP sena-
tor, said that we are only
pleading to bring trans-
parency in the issue of the
proposed constitutional
amendments. “The govern-
ment should be directed to
make the constitutional bill
draft public and get feedback
from people,” Khokhar said.

“Thang God, Maulana
Sahib (Fazlur Rehman), has
impede the constitutional
amcnd people lauding his
stance,” he said

Mustafa Nawaz Khokhar
has also filed a petition in the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
recently, seeking an order to
make the draft of the pro-
posed constitutional amend-
ment public and to allow

people to voice their opinions
before it is passed.

In his petition, Khokhar
named th(, federal govern-

¢ pe
similar to the 18th Constitu-
tional Amendment, public
opinion should be sought be-
fore any new amendment is
passed.

“Rushing a constitutional
amendment through parlia-

ment in a single day contra-
dicts democratic and parlia-
mentary norms.” petitioner
argued.

The petition points out

. that the National Assembly’s

own rules require any pro-
posed legislation to be pub-
lished in the official gazette,
and at least eight weeks
should be given to the public
to offer feedback on the
amendment, —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Energy (Power Dmslon}
Awais Leghari said on
Thursday the government
was aiming for an Rs8-10
per unit tariff reduction as
five independent power pro-
ducers (IPPs) cancelled
their contracts, a move ex-
pected to save the national
exchequer Rs411 billion.

“We will reduce the
power tariff in mutual con-
sultation with generation
companies,” Leghari said
while addressing a press
conference after the federal
cabinet’s meeting in Islam-
abad.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, earlier in the day,
announced that five 1PPs
hawve "voluntarily" agreed to
cancel their power purchase
agreements with the federal
government, providing
Rt billion in annual relief
1o inflation-hit consumers.

The high cost of electric-
ity has become a con-
tentious political issue. with

opposition parties leverag-

ing public dissatisfaction to
criticise the incumbent gov-
emment’s handling of the
energy sector and agree-
ments  with independent
power producers (IPPs).
The burden of high elec-
tricity tariffs falls dispro-
portionately on the middle
and lower-income segments
of society. fueling public
outrage and \,mdmg trust in
the government’s ability to
manage the economy.
Analysts noted that a
successful  renegotiation
with both local and intema-

IIOI‘NI] IPPs would d[ﬁbll-
cally reduce tari

mndustrial compe

and increase public trust in
the government's ability to
effectively manage the
CCONOIY .

Giving details regarding
the development. the energy
minister said that the gov-
emment had surveyed o as-
certain which plants are not
needed anymore.

“We initiated talks with
five IPPs and studied the
power agreements,” he said.
adding that they concluded
with mutual consultation.

“The decision would
provide Rs60 billian annual
relief 1o the electricity Gon-
sumers and cumulatively
sayve Rs411 billion to the
national exehequer,”
Leghari said.

Hoping to achieve the
tareet of reducing Lbepuwm
tariff'by Rs 810 per unit in
a few months, the minister
said the govemment was
undertaking various meas-
ures to ease the burden on
the masses.

He also thanked Chicf of
am'ny Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Asim Munir for his as-
sistance in re-negotiating
the agreements. “We will
now look forward to work-
ing with remaining IPPs,”
he added

The energy minister also
mentioned the establish-
ment of an Independent
System and Market Opera-
tor  (ISMO),  whi
termed a “major win” for
his ministry. “ After its oper-
ationalisation, consumers

=
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Government Targets Massive Rs8-10"Per.Unit Power
Tariff Cut As Five IPPs Terminate-Contracts

will be able toibuy, electric-
ity like shares." he said.

A day earlier, the Cabi=
met Commitiee on Energy
{CCoE) approvedithe estab-
lishment of [SMO, an inde-
pendent, mu]upla\'er market;
for powen,generation and
purchase 10 cieaie a com-
petitive environment and
g:radua]lg. end the govem-
ment’s ole.as a sole pur-
chaser of electrisity.

“We are creating an in-
dependent environment for
the sale and purchase of
electricity,” Leghari said,
adding that the power pur-
chasers will not be depend-
ent only on the Central
Power Purchasing Agency
{CPPA-G) Furthermore, he
said the government was
considering introducing a
programme, which he said
would increase the usage of
electricity in winter. “In this
regard, a decision will be
made after taking all stake-
holders into confidence,” he
added —RT/Agency

RAWALPINDL:  Security
forces have neutralised four
1erronists in Two separae in-
telligence-based operations
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KF) districts on October 9
and 10, the Inter-Services
Public Relarions (ISPR) said
on Thursday Two terrorists
were killed after an intense
exchange of fire during an
IBO in Janikhel area of
Bannu District on October 9,
the starement read In another
operation, security personnel
effectively engaged terror-
ists location in Hassan Khel
area of North Waziristan dis-
trict an October 10. After an
intense gunfight, two more
terrorists were killed in the
operation. Weapons and am-
munition were also recov-
ered from killed terrorists,
who remained actively in-
volved in numerous terrorist
activities against the security

media wing Sanitisa mr:ynl'
the area is being carried out
to eliminate any other terror-
ists found in the area as secu-
rity forces are determined to

Security Forces Take
Down Four Terrorists
In High-Stakes KP
Intelligence-Based
Operations

wipe out the menace of ter-
rorism from the country, it
concluded Pakistan has expe-
rienced a spike in terrorism
since the Taliban returned 10
power in Afghanistan in
2021. Most terror incidents
are reported in provinces
bordering the neighbouring
count Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochis-
tan Besides a spike in rerror-
ist activities within the bor-
ders, Pakistan has also
witnessed a significant surge
in cross-border attacks from
the neighbouring country tar-
peming security forces in re-
cent months Islamabad ac-
cuses Kabul's new rulers of
failing to root out militants
sheltering on Afghan soil as
they prepare to stage assaults
on Pakistan Against this
backdrop, the federal cabi-
net in June this year ap-
proved Operation Azm-g-
Istehkam, a reinvigorated
national counter-terror-
ism campaign following
the Central Apex Com-
mittee's recommendations
under the Mational Action
Plan to root out terror-
ism.—RT/Agency

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (1) chief Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman  has
welcomed the termination
of contracts with the IPPs,
calling it a positive step.

Speaking a press con-
ference in Lahore, he said
the saved capacity pay-
ments should be used to
reduce electricity bills for
the public.

He stressed that his
party’s protest movement
will continue, maintaining
pressure on the govern-
ment Hatiz Naecem also
called for an end to taxes
on electricity bills, reduc-

ing the fuel levy and tax-

JI Praises Bold Move To
Cancel Contracts With
Five IPPs, Applauding
Government’s Dec:smn

ing large landowners
He eriticised the sugar

mafia’s influence and
raised concerns about the
looming food crisis due to
reduced wheat cultiva-

tion,—RT/Agency

Pak-Saudi Economic Ties Have
No Limits, Declares Saudi
Investment Minister Al-Falih

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Minis- [

ter for Investment Khalid bin
Abdulaziz Al-Falih said on
Thursday that the ties be-
tween his country and Pak-
istan "have no limits" and the
same applies to their eco-
nomic cooperation

"We must strengthen Pak-
istan's economy. Pakistan has
quickly stabilised its econ-
omy,” the minister stated dur-
ing his address at the Pak-
istan-Saudi Business Forum
in Islamabad, where he is on
a three-day visit.

‘The minister's comments
were echoed by the World
Bank, which has said that
Pakistan saw a quick recov-
ery while noting that its
economy would grow by
2.8% in the current fiscal

ear.

Ahigh-level 135-member
Saudi delegation, led by the
investment minister, landed
in Islamabad a day earlier
and is expected to sign agree-
ments worth $2 billion with
Pakistan

Speaking at the event, the
Saudi dignitary underscored
the rich history shared be-
rween the two countries and
said: "We are family, not
friends [.._] Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia [relations] do not
nead any [formal] agreement
[tor prove themselves]"

"Our economy and social
values ?7are linked together
[..] As many as 2.5 million
Pakistanis are working in
Saudi Arabia, he added

0 his interac-
dent Asif Ali
Zardari and Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) General Asim
Munir, Al-Falih recalled that
the former has emphasised
the development and expan-
sion of Pak-Saudi friendship,
whereas the latter assured of
the establishment of a single

indow in the Kingdom for
Saudi investments in the
country. Noting the signifi-
cance of fac ion by the
Special Investment Facilita-
tion Council (SIFC) for his
country, the Saudi minister
said that the army chief has
insisted on turning the red-
tape bureaucracy into a “red
carpet” for the Kingdom Pro-
viding details of his visit, the
investment minister said that
as many a3 27 memorandum
of 1|ndersm|1d1|1g (Molls)
will be signed between
Riyadh and Islamabad High-
lighting that the Kingdom
has increased its cooperation
and investment in Pakistan,
he said while reaffirming his
country's resolve to support

Islamabad

Furthermore, Al-Falih ac-
knowledged the Ministry of
Commerce's commitment 1o
enhancing trade relations be-
Tween the TWo countries, not-
ing that bilateral rade has al-
ready surged by
approximarely 80%, rising
from $3 billion in 2019 10
$5.4 billion He also ex-
pressed enthusiasm about the
announcement  from  the
Saudi Crown Prince regard-
ing a $5 billion investment in
revealed during
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's recent visit shortly
after he wok office "I'm de-
lighted to have the Public In-
vestment Fund (PIF) repre-
sented among  us he
remarked "With the vision,
derermination, and dynamic
private sectors of our leaders
and peoples, along with in-
wvestors from both sides, itis
an honour to be part of this
Saudi delegation and to en-
gage with our Pakistani
partners,” added the digni-
tary —RT/Agency

FO Cautions Diplomats To Limit Movement

During High-Stakes SCO Summit

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign
Office has advised all the
diplomats to consider limit-
ing their movements during
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit,
which is scheduled to take
place from October 15 to 16
in Islamabad.

Islamabad is all set to host
the SCO Council of Heads of
Government meeting next
week with major foreign
leaders, including Indian Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar visiting the country.

To ensure law and order
situation in the federal capi-
tal during the forthcoming
SCO summit, the federal
government has deployed
Pakistan Army's troops in Is-
lamabad from October 5§ to
17, under Article 245 of the
Constitution.

In a letter, addressing all
resident diplomatic missions,
UN agencies, funds, and in-
ternational  organisations
based in Islamabad, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said

the government had insti-
tuted heightened security
measures to ensure safety of
incoming dignitaries and del-
egates as well as success of
the  summit. The
quested the diplomats to limit
their movements during the
international event, both
within and outside the city. It
further advised them to con-
fine their activities "prima-
rily" to the Diplomatic En-
clave and Red Zone areas It
said the missions may follow
the daily traffic updates by
Islamabad Traffic Police,
which are shared through po-

B

lice’s various channels in-
cludlng social media handles.

"In case of any assistance
that may be required, the
missions may reach out to the
ministry’s Control Room (op-
erational 24/7 - till the con-
clusion of SCO Summit) at
the following contact num-
bers:  051-9207301  051-
9204374 "The ministry
wreatly appreciates the under-
standing and cooperation of
all diplomatic missions in
this matter and looks forward
tu th\,ir tUI‘JIII‘lLlL.d support in

event —RT,Abenc_v
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Adi Faryal Talpur Unveils
State-Of-The-Art Skin
Hospital In Naudero

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The newly es-
tablished Government Skin
Hospital in Naudero was of-
ficially inaugurated by Ad
Faryal Talpur, the central
president of the Pakistan
People's Party Ladies Wing

and a dedicated Member of |

the Provincial Assembly
(MPA). This significant addi-
tion to the local healthcare
system is aimed at addressing
the pressing need for derma-
tological care in the region.
Under the vigilant supervi-
sion of the District Health
Officer of Larkana, Dr.
Shaukat Ali Abro, a team of
experienced specialists in
skin diseases—including Dr.
Nagem  Soomro, Dr.
Sanaullah Kalhoro, and Dr.
Samreen—will offer free
treatment to patients suffer-
ing from various skin ail-
ments.

Om the very first day of
operations at the Qutpatient
Department (OPD), an im-
pressive 750 patients were
examined and provided with
necessary medication, under-
scoring the lmrncdlalt. de-
mand for such services in the
arca. The hospital's opening
is expected to alleviate the
burden on the Larkana Civil
Hospital, particularly for res-
idents of rural communities
who have historically faced
challenges accessing special-
ized healthcare.

During the inauguration
ceremony, a number of no-
table officials were in atten-
dance, including the Chair-
man of the District Council
Larkana, Aijaz  Ahmed
Laghari, Deputy Commis-
sioner Larkana Dr. Sharjeel
Noor Channa, and several
prominent local leaders such
as  Muhammad  Anwar
Buriro, MPA Sohail Anwar
Siyal, Ghulam Mustafa
Laghari, and Syed Arshad
Shah. Their presence high-
lights the community's col-
ive support for this vital
initiative

In her remarks, Adi
Faryal Talpur emphasized the
primary objective of the skin
hospital: to provide essential
medical care to the residents
of Naudero and surrounding
rural arcas who may have
previously struggled to ac-
oess treatment. She expressed

her commitment to improv-
ing healthcare facilities in the
region and ensuring that even
those in remote locations re-
ceive the medical attention
they deserve.

Initially, the OPD s set to
operate  during morning
hours, with plans to expand
services (0 the evening to
better  accommodate  the
needs of the pul

This expansion reflects a
proactive approach to health-
care delivery, ensuring that
more patients can access the
apctia zed treatment they re-
quire wllhum facing signifi-
cant barricrs.

The inauguration of the
Skin Hospital marks a pivotal
step forward in enhancing
healthoare services for the
people of Naudero and is e
pected to have a lasting posi-
tive impact on community
health outcomes.

DC TMK Shahzeb Shaikh
Addresses Rice Growers’ Urgent

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Deputy Commis-
sioner  Shahzeb  Shaikh
chaired a meeting to address
complaints from local rice
growers and mill owners, at-
tended by assistant commis-
sioners, market committee
chairperson Kashif Hussain
Shah, and other stakeholders.

Farmers raised issues in-
cluding moisture deductions
in rice, receiving 41 kilo-
grams instead of the standard
40 kilograms per mound, ex-

Concerns In Major Meeting

A -
cessive labor charges, and
poor treatment from mill
owners

The Deputy Commis-
sioner also listened to mill
owners’ concems. The meet-
ing concluded with several
decisions: mill owners will
accept 40 kilograms per
mound instead of 41; no de-
ductions will be made for
moisture levels up to 21%,
while 200 rupees will be
charged for 15% moisture;
and labor costs will be re-
duced from 20 to 16 rupees
per mound. Standard ma-

chines will be replaced with
hetter equipment for mois-
ture checks, and fair prices
will be ensured for famers
The Deputy Commis-
sioner emphasized that re-
spect is a fundamental right,
urging mill owners to im-
prove their conduct towards
farmers. He noted that
Tando Muhammad Khan
has nearly 100 rice mills.
some of which will be vi
ited for surprise inspections
10 address |
cerns and ensure fairness
for farmers.

Sindh’s Top 6 Students Set To
Pursue Education In China On
Prestigious Scholarshlps

By Absar Alvi

SUKKUR: In an inspiring
development for the youth
of Sindh, six students from
rural areas of the Sukkur
Division have embarked on
an educational journey in
China, thanks to a scholar-
ship for a one-year diploma
course. These students,

who previously traveled to |

Yunnan Province last year,
are now set to pursue spe-
cialized studies that will
enhance their skills and
open doors to new opportu-
nities.

Israr Ahmed Gaho, Wa-
heed Ali Bhambhro, Kam-
ran Ali Mangrio, and Ja-
hanzeb  Channa  will
complete their diplomas in
Road and Bridge Technol-
ogy (Civil) at the Yunnan
Communications  Voca-
tional and Technical Col-
lege, part of a collaborative
diploma exchange pro-
gram. Meanwhile, Rashid
Ali Laghari will focus on
Mechanical Technology,
and Faraz Ali Lark will
delve into the IIL]ll of Arti-
ficial Intel

The batkgruunds of
these students highlight
their determination and re-
silience. Israr Gaho hails
from Darya Khan Gaho vil-
lage in Kotdiji, Waheed
Bhambhro is from Saleh-
pat, Kamran Mangrio
comes from Kot Qilla Mo-
halla in Kotdiji, Jahanzeb
Channa is from Altal

Colony in Kha]rpur Rashid
Labharl is from Dad
Laghari village in Daharki,
and Faraz Larik is from
Bahar Larik village in
Khangarh. Notably, Rashid
Laghari’s father works on a
daily wage, and Kamran
Mangrio has faced the
hardship of losing his fa-
ther. Despite their challeng-
ing circumstances, both
students remain committed
to their studies and aspire
to build a better future
Professor Dr. Rasool
Bux Mahar, Vice Chancel-
lor of Benazir Bhutto Sha-
heed University of Tech-
nology and Skill
Development, expressed
optimism about the poten-
tial of Sindh’s youth. He
emphasized that through
technical education, younyg
individuals can achieve
their dreams and contribute
meaningfully to society. Dr.
Mahar pointed out the in-
creasing demand for skilled
manpower in countries like

-
Germany, ltaly, the USA,
and various Middle Eastern
nations, highlighting the
importance of such educa-
tional initiatives.

Additionally, the Vice
Chancellor noted that while
over 20 students from the
university were selected for
the exchange program,
only six were able to travel
to China due to incomplete
requirements. This rein-
forces the need for continu-
ous support and guidance
for students pursuing inter-
national educational oppor-
tunities.

As these six students
immerse themselves in
their studies in China, they
not only represent their
communities but also em-
body the hopes and aspira-
tions of many others in
Sindh. Their journey serves
as 4 testament to the power
of education and the poten-
tial for personal and profes-
sional growth, even in the
face of adversity

MPA Nawab Taimoor

Talpur Presides Over

Crucial PPP Umerkot
Meeting

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) held a
meeting  regarding  the
Karsaz rally at Manjhakar
Kunri, chaired by PPP MPA
Nawab Muhammad
Taimoor Talpur. The meet-
ing included the Acting
President of PPP, Sufi
Nawaz Soomro, District In-
formation Secretary
Burhanuddin Kumbhar, Dis-
trict  Chairman Haji
Muhammad Baga Palli, and
wvarious local leaders. Sig-
nificant attendance was
noted from party officials,
including the president of
Taluka Kunri, Shah Nawaz
Junejo, Town Committee
Kunri Chairman Shakeel
Ahmed Bajwa; City

Umerkot President Ghan-
sham Das; Taluka Umerkot
General Secretary Muham-
mad Ameen Pali; City Kunri
President Mahar Ghulam
Mustafa, Vice Chairman of
the Municipal Committee
Kumar Talwani, along with
numerous members, offi-
cials, and dedicated work-
5.

The meeting resolved
that PPP would participate
vigorously in the PS-51
Umerkot Karsaz rally. The
PP comvoy from Kunri will
depart at 10 AM on October
18, joining the district con-
voy at Shadi Palli and pro-
ceeding towards Hyderabad.

This report was issued
by Burhanuddin Kumbhar,
Information Secretary of
PPE. Umerkot District.

o

By Hasnain Shahid

NAUSHEHRO FEROZE:
In Naushehro Feroze, a
general body meeting of
the Pakistan Peoples Party
{PPP) was held at Chan-
dio House, chaired by act-
ing president Dr. Noor
Hussain Moro. The meet-
ing saw participation from
PPP Division Shaheed
Benazirabad General Sec-
retary and MPA Mumraz

Ali  Chandio, District
President Haji Suhail
Alkhtar Abbasi, General

Secretary Masroor Ahmed

PPP Naushehro Feroze
Holds Power-Packed
GeneralBody Meetmg

Rajper, Information Sec-
retary Khan Muhammad
Awan, and other digni-
taries.
Leaders  expressed
their commitment to pay
tribute to the martyrs of
the Karsaz wragedy by par-
ticipating actively in a
rally on October 18 at Hy-
derabad's Hattar Bypass,
led by Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari. Atendees
included ™Nawab Khan
Mari, Pir Khalid Saiful-
lah, city president Fatima
Shehnaz  Ansari, and
many party workers

MNA Dr. Nafisa Shah Empowers
Kumb With Solar Panels In
Groundbreakmg Initiative

By Naz Solangi

KUMB: In a significant ini-
tiative aimed at improving
the quality of life for resi-
dents of remote areas, Pak-
istan People’s Party (PPP)
MNA Dr. Nafisa Shah Jilani
recently distributed over a
thousand solar panels to local
women at the PPP office.
This initiative is part of a
broader commitment to
tackle the pressing issue of
electricity shortages that have
long plagued these communi-
ties, particularly during the
sweltering summer months
when families face extreme
heat and prolonged darkness.

During the distribution
event, Dr. Jilani expressed
her concem for the hardships
faced by families in these re-
gions. She stated, “Many
families are suffering due to
a lack of electricity, which af-
fects their daily lives and
well-being.” She emphasized
the PPP's promise to deliver
essential facilities directly to
the doerstep of the public,
which includes not only elec-
tricity but also vital services
such as health care, educa-
tion, clean drinking water,
and job opportunities.

Dr. Jilani elaborated on
the various basic develop-
ment projects that have been
initiated in the arca, high-
lighting key improvements in
infrastructure and services.
“We are actively working on
drainage and sewage sys-
tems. electricity provision,

and the establishment of
schools and dispensaries,”
she said. “Addinonally, we
have launched vocational
training programs for women
and schools specifically de-
signed for special children.”
She noted that a significant
portion of these projects is al-

ready underway, and she as-
sured attendees that the PPP
would fulfill its promises to
the people.

Moreover, Dr. Jilani took
pride in the fact that her party
has also been proactive in
providing job opportunities
to educated youth from un-
dt.rprmkgul bnc}.grmmdb

“We believe in empowering
our youth, and I am confident
that they will perform their
duties effectively and con-

tribute positively to society,”
she stated.

The MNA underscored

that these initiatives are
being carried out under the
able Teadership of Asif Al
Zardari and Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari. “Our leadership is
du.plv committed to address-
ing the issues faced by the
public, and we will continue
to work tirelessly to imple-
ment solutions that i inmprove
the lives of our citizens,” she
woncluded.
The distribution of solar
panels marks a crucial step
towards sustainable energy
access in Kumb, promising
to bring light and hope to
many households and paving
the way for further develop-
ment in the region.

PPP Tando Allahyar
Rallies To Honor Karsaz
Martyrs With Grand
Tribute Plans

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: A
significant meeting of the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
executive committee for
Tando Allahyar convened at
the People's Secretariat Pitafi
House 10 discuss arrange-
ments for honoring the mar-
tyrs of the Karsaz incident on
October 18. Chaired by Dis-
trict President Raees Zaheer
Abbas Khan Pitafi, the gath-
ening focused on pre|wnnnm
forthe T 2 public rally

Furious

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO JAM: In Tando
Jam, a young man has
mysteriously gone miss-
ing after going to a water
channel, leading his fam-
ily to accuse irrigation of-
ficials of abducting him.
Relatives held a protest in
front of the Irrigation
SDO office, demanding
the recovery of the miss-
ing youth.

During the protest, res-
idents Muhammad Juman
Samo, Muhammad
Usman Samo, Hari Kolhi,
Ramji Kolhi, and others
spoke to the media, stating
that the missing voung
man, Pancho Kolhi, was
taken away by irrigation
officials including Sub-
Engineer Zohaib Jamali
and Inspector Ghulam
Sarwar Khoso, along with
unknown  individuals,
while he was working on
agricultural land. Despite
three days passing since
the incident, there has
been no trace of him, and
the Tando Jam police sta-

tion remains oblivious to

Mysterious
Disappearance Of
Youth In Tando

Jam Ignites

Protests

the situation. They further
expressed that they have
been protesting for the
past three days for the re-
covery of the missing
vouth but no action has
been taken. The alleged
abduction has left Pancho
Kolhi's wife and mother in
a state of distress and
fainting spells due to the
shock of his disappear-
ance.

The family lamented
that they have visited the
irrigation office multiple
times to inguire about the
voung man, but no one is
willing to provide infor-
mation

They have appealed to
elected officials, including
Senior Provincial Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memaon and
Provincial Minister for [r-
rigation Jam Khan Shoro,
to take notice of the situa-
tion and help recover the
vouth. The relatives
wamed that it the young
man is not found, they
will block the Hyderabad-
Mirpurkhas road in front
of the Tando Jam police
slation,

in Hyderabad, which will be
led by Bilawal Bhuto
Zardari, the brave son of the
late Shaheed Mohtarma Be-
nazir Bhutta

During the meeting, com-
mittee members emphasized
the importance of warmly
welcoming Bilawal Bhutto
and ensuring strong partici-

pation from local supporters
in the Hyderabad rally. Races
Zaheer Abbas Khan Pitafi in-
structed the presidents of the
three  talukas—Chambar,
Jhando Mari, Tando Allah-
var, and City Tando Allah-
var—1o hold separate meet-
ings to effectively organize
and prepare for this pivotal
event

The meeting also in-
cluded heartfelt prayers for
the late Mir Muhammad
Ghulam, affectionarely
known as Mir Pappu Talpur,
a revered senior PPP leader
and chairman of the District
Council Tando Allahyar,
whaose contributions to the
party and cnmmmmy are
fondly

Muhammad Juman Laghari,
as well as taluka leaders from
Tando Allahyar, Chambar,
and Jhando Mari. Various
other local party officials and
youth leaders were also pres-
ent, showcasing a united
front in honor of the party's
legacy and the sacrifices of
its martyrs

The preparations for the
tribute event reflect the PPP's
commirment to commemo-
rating those who lost their
lives in the Karsaz tragedy
while rallying community
support and strengthening

ties.
As the date approaches,
enthusiasm among  party
mambers continues 10 grow,

hligh the end im-

Ka\- attendees included
PPP District General Secre-
tary Ghulam Muhammad
Baghi, Information Secretary

pact of Benazir Bhutto's
leadership and the ongoing
legacy of her vision for Pak-
istan

Thatta’s Paddy Growers Struggle
Against Market Monopoly, Facing
Unfair Challenges

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: The paddy mar-
ket in Thatta district is cur-
rently besieged by a trou-
bling monopoly invelving
hoarders, middlemen, and
mortgagees, DdTlIClIlR[]}
those engaged in bulk
paddy purchases. These en-
tities have tigh d their

voiced their deep concerns
regarding the drastic fall in
paddy prices. Reports indi-
cate that prices have plum-
meted from Rs. 70,000 per
maund to just Rs. 48,000,
making it increasingly
challenging for farmers to
sustain their livelihoods in
thc fﬂ(,(, of such over-

arip on the market, resort-
ing to tactics that include
slashing prices and manip-
ulating the standard 40 kg
bag by reducing its weight
by 3 to 5 ki This exploita-
tion is causing significant
financial distress for local
farmers, cultivators, and
landlords, who are already
struggling to make ends
meet.

The President of the
Thatta Agricultural Coun-
cil, Faqir Shahnawaz
Brohi, along with promi-
nent figures such as Ghu-
lam Mustafa Magsi and

Abdullah  Magsi, have

pres-
sure.

Adding to this already
dire situation is a dual cri-
sis in the region: severe
water shortages coupled
with damage from recent
rains. These factors have
led to a substantial decreas:
in crop yields per acre, fur-
ther exacerbating the chal-
lenges faced by local farm-
ers. Traders are
compounding the issue by
deducting an additional 4 to
5 kilograms from each
maund of paddy, signifi-
cantly reducing farmers®
earnings and pushing many
to the brink of financial

&

collapse.

To make matters worse,
a recent surge in forest fires
has devastated additional
crops, plunging farmers
deeper into financial de-
spair. With their livelihoods
hanging by a thread, the
agricultural community in
Thatta is now calling for
urgent intervention to ad-
dress these issues and re-
store fair pricing in the
paddy market.

The situation demands
immediate attention from
local authorities and agri-
cultural departments to pro-
tect the interests of farmers
and ensure a sustainable fu-
ture for the agricultural sec-
tor in Thatta. Without
timely support and action,
many farmers may find
themselves unable to re-
cover from these com-
pounded adversities, threat-
ening both their livelihoods
and the region’s agricul-
tural heritage



Friday, October 11, 2024

REGIS=NAL TIMES
e e ——

NATIO

IHC Orders CDA
To Reopen KP House In
Bold Move

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Thursday ordered to de-seal
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
House in the federal capi-
tal, two days after the Cap-
ital Development Authority
(CDA) sealed it.

The court's orders were
issued by THC Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq during the
hearing of a plea filed by
the KP government

Justice Farooq told the
CDA lawyer that the au-
thority can issue notices to
seal the property according
to the law. "Don't make it
seem like  you are targeting
someone."

Presenting arguments
during the hearing, the au-
thority's lawyer said that il-

The KP government, a
day earlier, filed a plea
against the provincial house
being sealed by the CDA

In its petition, the
provincial  government
maintained that the house -
a property of the KP gov-
emment - had been sealed

legal construction has taken
place on the property and
some dues are also still
pending with the first no-
tice given to the KP admin-
istration in 2014.

The lawyer insisted that
the lease of the property ex-
pired in 2014

"When did CDA issue
notices?" asked the THC
chief justice, insisting that
a notice should have been
issued even before sealing
the house.

The judge further re-
marked. "It is a provincial
house. [It] is shameless w0
seal it.”

“illegally".

The plea added that
when the KP administration
moved the Peshawar High
Court (PHC) against the
CDA's action, it was told to
take the matter to the THC -
which was termed as the
proper forum for the case.

The court was requested
to declare the sealing of the
house and the act of taking
the KP government's vehi-
cles into custody "illegal”.
while secking to reopen the
property.

The matter came to the
fore after the CDA, in an
unprecedented move, on

Monda\' sealed the prov

cial government's Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa House for vi-
olating building by-laws.

“This premises has been
sealed on account of build-
ing violations," a notice
pasted on the main gate by
a CDA team led by Special
Magistrate CDA Muham-
mad Asif

According to the author-
ity's record, the first notice
10 the KP government was
issued by the CDA Build-
ing Control Section on
April 5. 2014, directing it
o halt illegal construction
on the premises of the
provincial property.

The CDA had also
served notices on the KP
government in February
and May this year to get the
lease of the plot on which
the KP House is con-
structed in Sector F-
newed —RT/Agency

Mullick Slams ITOJK
Elections, Calls On Legal
Community To Champion

Kashmiris’ Fight For

Self-Determination

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
person of Peace and Culture
‘Organisation, Mushaal Hus-
sein Mullick on Thursday
condemned the recent elec-
tions in [llegally Indian Oc-
cupied Jammu & Kashmir
(LIOIEK), calling them staged
under military oversight.

Addressing the Islam-
abad High Court Bar Associ-
ation, she voiced concerns
aver the elections in TIOJK,
labeling them as fake and
held under the supervision of
the Indian Army.

She emphasized that Pak-
istan's lawyers should step
up and advocate for the peo-
ple of Kashmir in their strug-
wle for self-determination.

Criticizing the legitimacy
of these elections, Mullick
argued that diplomats should
not be involved in election
monitoring.

She further claimed that
during the corona pandemic,

certain  individuals were
flown to Kashmir on trips
funded by India's intelli-
gence agency, RAW, to ob-
serve the elections.

Calling for a long-term
policy on Kashmir, she ques-
tioned the legitimacy of
these elections, asking,
"Where are the Indian vot-
ers?" She claimed that In-
dian citizens had been
granted equal rights in the
region and alleged that five
million ghost voters from
India cast ballots in the re-
cent elections in Kashmir. In
her address, she also called
for the immediate release of
political prisoners. stating
that India had jailed the true
representatives of the Kash-
min people. The local popu-
lation in Kashmir has been
taken hostage through a
presidential order imposed
by the Indian government,
she concluded —RT/Agency

Islamabad ATC Reserves
Verdict On Extended Remand
Of Aleema And Uzma Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) in 1s-
lamabad has reserved its de-
cision on the request for
extending the physical re-
mand of Aleema Khan and
Uzma Khan, sisters of Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
founding chairman Imran
Khan

During the hearing, the
court was reviewing the case
related to the vandalism at D-
Chowk during a PTI protest
Both Aleema Khan and
Uzma Khan were presented
after the completion of their
two-day physical remand

Advocate Niazullah Niazi
angued that the cases against
PTI leaders and workers
were politically motivared.

Judze Abu Al-Hasanat
Zulgamnain remarked that po-
litical victimisation should be
condemned by both sides,
adding that he personally op-
posed such actions and em-
phasised the need to think
about the country and move
forward together.

Adnan, who claimed that
Aleema and Uzma Khan had
provided expl materials.

He further alleged that the
two women had planned to
use explosives near the Par-
liament at D-Chowk as part
of an anti-state conspiracy.
Lawver Salman Safdar
said that Aleema Khan and
Uzma Khan were not ar-
rested from the scene; they
were not involved in the ini-
dent.

Aleema Khan approached
the rostrum and stated, "I
have appeared in your court

Prosecutor Raja Naveed
requested an additional 15-
day remand, presenting testi-
mony  from  co-accused

many times.”

The judge, in a light-
hearted exchange, replied,
“Yes, you were the one who

brought the bicycle case you |8

had locked ws in a box"
which sparked laughter in the
riroom. He further joked,
You even had a wall broken
in the jail, and T gave you a
bicycle. You seem more ener-
getic than the PTT's founder!
Aleema Khan also men-
tioned that the police were
asking for her phone’s pass-
word, but she refused to un-
lock it. The judge suggested,
*If unlocking the phone is
all it takes, then do it and be
done with it" The court has
now reserved its decision on
whether to grant the prose-
cution's request for an ex-
tended remand of the rwo
women, —RT/Agency

Punjab Government Enforces

Section 144 As Tensions Rise
Ahead Of PTI Protests

LAHORE: In response to
the opposition's call for
protests across  various
cities, the Punjab govern-
ment has imposed Section
144, banning public gather-
ings for three days in eight
cities. The decision comes
ahead of demonstrations
planned by  Pakistan [
Tehreek-g-Insaf (PTI) as
part of a broader campaign.
On Tuesday, PTI an-
nounced a fresh wave of
protests in several districts
of Punjab, including the
provincial capital, Lahore.
The party’s political com-
mittee announced simultane-
ous rallies in six districts be-
tween  October 11 and
October 14, demanding the
supremacy of the Constitu-

tion, judicial independence,
and the release of
founder Imran Khan, who
remains imprisoned in Adi-
ala Jail.

In response, the Punjab
government has once again
enforced Section 144 in
Multan, Sahiwal, Sargodha,
Gujranwala, Vehari, Pakpat-
tan, Okara, and Wazirabad.

According to a government

I notification, the ban will be

in effect from Thursday, Oc-
tober 10, until Saturday, Oc-
tober 12

A spokesperson for the
provincial Home Depart-
ment said the decision was
made following requests
from district administra-
tions. —RT/Agency

Explosive Reference Against PTI
Senator Abro Sent To ECP

ISLAMABAD: A reference
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Senator Saiful-
lah Abro was forwarded to
the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP)

Sources revealed that the
Senate Chairman forwarded
the reference, which was
initially filed by a private
citizen

The PTI senator faces al-
legations of faking his cre- ence criteria nqumd for
dentials to meet the experi- the technocrat seat in the

ELECTION
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upper houk\. of the parlia-
ment. —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Mukhtar
Ahmed, Chairman, Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) has said that gover-
nance and quality assurance
are the key chall faced

Governance And
Quality Assurance
Pose Major Threats
To Higher

Eucation

ATION" commisaiffl
“H-9 ISLAMABAD

last two decades.
inception in 2002, H
made strenuous efforts to
fircus on all areas important

by the higher education sec-
tor of Pakistan.

Talking 1o media persons
ar HEC Secretariat in Islam-
abad on Thursday, the Chair-
man urged all the stakehold-
ers including university
leadership, faculty and the
relevant govermment depart-
ments to take immediate
steps to address the gover-
nance issues of public sector
universities, which ulti-
mately affect the quality of
education and research

“Let us be very clear
about it. More we focus on
improving governance mech-
anisms of our higher learning
institurions, more will it en-
hance the quality of educa-
tion and research and also re-
solve the financial challenges
that many universities are
grappling with." said the
Chairman

He said that despite these
challenges, the higher educa-
tion sector has shown re-

for d of higher
education be it faculty devel-
opment, promotion of re
search, technological readi-
quality  assurance
policies, infrastructure devel-
opment, international collab-
oration, university sports
erc.”

Appreciating the Govern-
ment for taking care of
higher education sector de-
spite financial crunch, he
urged the federal and provin-
cial governments o allocate
more resources for the sector.
"Funding of higher education
sector is stagnant for last
many vears while the number
of universities has been in-
creasing quite rapidly. 1 ap-
preciate the Government of
Sindh for providing a sub-
stantial amount to the provin-
cial universities in addition 1o
the federal grant. We will re.
quest other provinces to fol-
low suit and provide a good
share of funding to the uni-
versities "—RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: Former fed-
eral minister Fawad
Chaudhry said on Thursday
that it was very difficult for
the government to bring
constitutional amendment
without Jamiat Ulema-e-

Islam  (JUI-F)  Chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman’s
suppaort.

Speaking  to  media,

Chaudhry said that if Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) President Nawaz
Sharif and Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) Chairperson Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari were
actual  democrats, then
things would have been dif-
ferent. He lashed out at the

PPP's 17-year stint in power

Fawad:
Constitutional
Amendment Dead
In Rhe Water
Without Fazlur
Rehman’s Support

in Sindh, adding that Bi-
lawal would have brought
the constitutional amend-
ment if the he had the re-
quired numbers

Speaking about current
number game, he pointed
out at the lack of numbers of
government’s coalition by
saying that the government
lacked five senators and
seven MNAs. “National As-
sembly Speaker Ayaz Saiq
has written a letter to the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) for getting
reserved seats while the At-
torney general has told the
government that it can’™t get
reserved seats after the apex
court verdict”, —RT/Agency
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Khwaja Muhammad Farid Koreja
Praises Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani

t  For Reviving Annual Urs Of

Khwaja Muhammad Farld (RA)

By RT Correspondent

RAJANPUR: The Chairman
of the Senate and former
Prime Minister Syed Yousuf
Raza Gilani is thanked for
his role in reviving the an-
¥ nual Urs of Faqir during his
recent visit to Rajanpur,

livelihoods of thousands.
The employment issues for

munities have been resolved.
These thoughts were ex-
pressed by Khwaja Muham-
mad Farid Koreja, son of the
head of the interfaith har-
1 mony committee in Pakistan
and coordinator of the Nipa
Academy, South Punjab
Jails, during a press confer-
ence at the Darbar Farid He
stated that miscreants have
1 occupied the Visitors Com-
plex at the Darbar Faqic The
district administration has
failed to vacate this complex

which has connected the A

1 both local and distant com- |

despite several written orders
issued by the Secretary of
Religious Affairs Punjab.
Now, with the expansion
project, the Visitors Com-
plex has become part of the
Darbar, yet these individuals

charging for entry, leading to
accommodation issues for
pilgrims during this year’s
Urs. He urged the Secretary
of Religious Affairs and the
Deputy Commissioner of

Rajin Pur to immediately re-
claim the Visitors Complex
for accommodation for pil-
grims. He also mentioned
that the ongoing expansion
of the Darbar Faqir has faced
delays for several years due
to poor materials, resulting
in multiple issues. During
the Urs, millions of devotees
from both within the country
and abroad visit. making it
essential to resolve these
problems

Gujranwala Women Police
Arrest Husband In Dramatic
Domestic Abuse Case

By Dr. Mirza MB Qamar

1 GUIRANWALA. A man
named Mansoor Hussain
subjected to torture his wife
Rubina Kauvsar and dragged
her by her hair due to which
y her clothes were torn and
she was injured. SHO
Women Police  Station
Madiha Irshad after taking
notice of the incident regis- L
tered a case against 1l ¢~ Irshad said that the as ated at all. Strict action will
j cused and ensured who torture women and be taken against such ac-
mediate arrest. SHO Madﬂw children will not be toler- cused

Punjab Police Youth
{ Internship Program Wraps Up
Successfully In Gujranwala

ments over the two-week pe-
riod. Dr. Tanveer emphasized

distribured certificates and

By Dr Mirza MB Qamar
Friends of Police badges 1o

GUIRANWALA: The clos-
ing ceremony of the 18th
batch of the Punjab Police
Youth Internship Program
was held at Ashraf® Marth
Shaheed Police Line in Gu-
jranwala. SSP Operations Dr.
Muhammad Rizwan Tanveer

MULTAN: Punjab police has
successfully arrested the man
behind the gruesome murder
of a female teacher in a broad
day light, media reported on
Thursday

The police officials stated
that the arrested man, identi-
fied as Aun, is responsible for
the murder of a female
teacher, named Safora
Taimur, in Multan's Gulzaib
Colony area.

Authorities revealed that
Aun, a resident of the vic-
tim's neighborhood, commit-
ted the crime after Safora re-
fused his marriage proposal.

the pamicipating student

This program was i
ated to bridge the gap be-
tween the police and the pub-
lic, during which senior
officers of the city police pro-
vided students with insights
into various police depart-

the importance of involy

the youth o improve palic
ing Students expressed their
gratitude 1o the Punjab Police
for the successful program,
stating that this initiarive will

policing
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Shocking Daylight Murder:
Female Teacher Gunned
Down In Cold Blood

The tragic incident oc-
curred as Safora was on her
way to school in the moming
when Aun shot her in the
head, which resulting in the
death of the female teacher.

The CCTV footage of the in-
cident also surfaced, showing
the suspect fleeing the scene
after the shooting and taking
the victim's mobile phone
with him —RT/Agency

TANK: At least two cops
martyred, and two others
sustamed injuries in an at-
tack on a police vehicle near
Pathankot Tank, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, media re-
ported.

As per details, the police
mabile was on routine pa-
trolling in the area when un-
known assailants attacked

them, the injured and dead
bodies have been rushed to
the nearby hospital.

Earlier, an explosion at a
police station in Swabi,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
claimed the lives of two
people and left several oth-
ers injured.

The blast occurred on
Thursday night in the police

Two Police Heroes Martyred
In Ruthless Attack On Tank
Police Vehicle

station's warehouse room,
where a large quantity of
explosive material recov-
ered from terrorists was
stored.

According to District Po-
lice Officer Haroon Rasheed,
the explosion was apparently
triggered by a short circuit,
causing multiple detona-
tions,—RT/Agency
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akistan’s recent agreements with Saudi
Arabia, worth $2.2 billion, provide a
much-needed lifeline at a time of eco-
nomic instability. The support from
Saudi Arabia, and the broader Muslim ummah,
is a reminder of the strong bonds that unite us,
helping Pakistan to weather difficult times. This
show of solidarity is praiseworthy, and the
goodwill demonstrated by Saudi Arabia is in-
valuable. However, this also raises a larger,
more critical question: How long will Pakistan
continue to rely on foreign aid and loans to sta-

The Muslim Ummah Prevails, But When Will Pakistan?

bilize its economy?

The relationship between Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia has been a cornerstone of our foreign re-

lations, but our nation’s continued dependence
on external financial support, whether from
Saudi Arabia or institutions like the Interna-
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tional Monetary Fund (IMF), reflects deeper
structural weaknesses. While such support can
provide temporary relief, it cannot serve as a
long-term solution to Pakistan’s economic
woes.

At what point will Pakistan be able to stand
on its own two feet? For too long, we have been
caught in a cycle of borrowing to keep the

economy afloat. This is not sustainable. Eco-
nomic sovereignty requires more than just in-
ternational goodwill; it demands sound policy,
governance, and reform. Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif’s acknowledgment that he hopes
this IMF program will be the last one is wel-
come, but the reality is that the path to true eco-
nomic independence requires consistent effort.

Pakistan’s potential is immense, from its
strategic location to its human capital, but until
we address the fundamental issues hindering

growth, the dream of a self-sufficient Pakistan

will remain just that—a dream. We must seize
this opportunity to reform, so we no longer
have to rely on others to secure our future.
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Nisar Ahmed Khuhro Oversees
Major Preparations For
Martyrs

H0n0r1ng Karsaz

By Javed Laghari

DADU: President of the Pak-
istan People’s Party Sindh,
Nisar Ahmed Khuhro, and
the party’s spokesperson, Ajiz
Dhamrah, visited Jamali
House in Dadu to meet with
party workers and officials
regarding the arrangements
for the upcoming Karsaz
rally. During this meeting,
Rafique Jamali, President of
the PPP Dadu District, an-
nounced a strong participa-
tion in the rally w be held in
Hyderabad

Nisar Khuhro stated in a
conversation with media rep-
resentatives that this rally
will be the first major gather-
ing of the party following the
general elections, intended 10
commemorate the 180 work-
ers who lost their lives in the
Karsaz tragedy on October
18, 2007. He further men-
tioned that meetings are
being held in the districts 1o
finalize the preparations for
the rally. He underscored the
importance of respecting
democratic institutions, star-
ing that amacks on democ-
racy are insults to these insti-
tutions. He noted thar the

4 ~
government had imposed
Section 144 (0 maintain law
and order.

He encouraged those
coming to D-Chowk to pro-
mote democracy rather than
undermine it and stressed the
need for judicial reforms, as-
serting that constitutional is-
sues should be addressed by
the constitutional court while
public maners are to be han-
dled by the people's court.

Reiterating the call for ro-
bust participation in the
Karsaz rally, Khuhro re-
marked that the Sindh gov-
ernment has always taken
steps 10 protect the rights of
the province. He reiterated
that the PPP’s stance on the
IRSA Act aligns with the

Sindh Assembly, which has
rejected unilateral decisions
Prior to this, Nisar
Khuhro visited the residence
of MNA Rafique Jamali at
Jamali House, where he met
with party workers to discuss
their participation in the rally
and consult on preparations
He instructed the workers o
ensure strong attendance 1o
pay tribure 1 the sacrifices of
the martyrs. Present at the
meeting were MPA Sajila
Laghari, MPA Fayaz Butt,
former MPA Kulsoom Chan-
dio, District Council Dadu
Chairman Syed Mul d

FFC Hosts Seminar
On Maximizing
Sugarcane Profits
For Farmers

By Mansoor Laghari

SANGHAR: An agricultural
seminar on profitable sugar-
cane cultivation was held in
Sanghar Taluka with the sup-
port of the FFC. A large num-
ber of farmers attended the
seminar, where FFC agricul-
tural experts Abdul Hameed
Lodhi, Muhammad Ali Anis,
Salman Abbas, and Agricul-
tural Services Officer Bagh
Ali Abro provided valuable
insights. They informed the
farmers about the various
ultural services offered
", including free soil

and w’xlm 1n.'||ys|-, Farmers
were encouraged to take ad-
vantage of these facilities to
enhance their crop yield per
acre:

They emphasized the bal-
anced and effective use of
fertilizers, particularly potas-
sium and other essential nu-
trients. Additionally, they
discussed the importance of
timely planting and protect-
ing the sugarcane crop from
pests and diseases 10 maxi-
mize benefits. At the end of
the program, Bagh Ali Abro
thanked all the anending
farmers.

Shah, Qambar Khan Laghari,
Mumtaz Jokhio, Baban Pan-
hwar, Khalid Mirani, and
other officials

Three Dead, Five Injured In

Devastating Road Accrdent

By Shams Palari

NOORIABAD: A tragic road
accident unfolded last night
on the motorway under the
jurisdiction of the Loonikot
police station, resulting in the
loss of three lives and leaving
five others injured. The colli-
sion involved two cars and a
Mazda, marking a devastat-
ing tum of events for those
involv

The incident began when
a car traveling from Karachi
to Hyderabad veered off
course, striking the central
divider. This collision ignited

Muh 4

a fire that quickly
the vehicle. Among the pas-
sengers were two women,
Fakhr-un-Nisa and her
mother, Zaib-un-Nisa
Khawaja, aJang with the de-
ceased woman's husband,
Muhammad Ali Khawaja.
The family was traveling to-
gether when the catastrophic
accident occurred, leaving
their loved ones in mouming.

In addition to the tragic
loss of life, the Mazda that
was involved in the collision
sustained significant damage.
Five individuals traveling in

the  Mazd
Yousuf, Faiza, Mariam,
Zginab, and Asiya—suffered
serious injuries as a result of
the crash. They were
promptly transferred to the
Civil Hospital in Hyderabad
for urgent medical trment,
where th ns re
main closely monitored.

In the aftermath of the in-
cident, Senior Superinten-
dent of Polic S8
Jamshoro  arrived at the
scene to gather information
and assess the circumstances

Sk

surrounding the accident.

Local authorities are investi-
gating the causes of the col-
lision, ai
such tragedies

The deceased individuals
are reported to be residents
of Gambat, and their un-
mely deaths have left their
ommunity in shock and
sorrow. As families and
friends come to terms with
this profound loss, the
tragedy serves as a stark re-
minder of the urgent need
for road safety measures to
protect travelers on busy
highways

Mallah Community Rises In Protest,
Demanding Justice

By Bashir Shaikh

HANDIARI: Mallah commu-
nity women, who were the
residents of village Ajech
Khan Dasti staged a protest
demonstration by holding
Holy Qurans in their hands

against the actions of their
area's infleuntial men. A
protesting woman said that
the infleuntial Dasti commu-
nity men have fractured his
son named Yasin Mallah's
arm, who wams livelihood by
selling honey. The doctors of

local hospital have refused to
treat the boy, while Mirwah
Police have refused to register
4 case. On the occasion, the
prot g women demanded
of the concerned authorities to
take notice of the matter and
provide justice o them

LUMHS Hosts Eye-Opening
Seminar On Workplace
Mental Health For World
Mental Health Day

By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHORO: The Vice
Chancellor of LUMHS,
Professor Dr. Ikramuddin
Ujjan, has emphasized
that workplace mental
health should be priori-
tized, advocating for
proper support and pri-
vacy for employees expe-
riencing mental health
crises, as such issues are
just as significant as phys-
ical health concerns. He
said that seminar com-
mended the faculty of the
Department of Psychiatry
for hosting the event and
underscored the impor:
tance of addressing mental
health issues in the work-
place.

The Vice Chancellor of
LUMHS, Professor Dr
Tkramuddin Ujjan deliv-
ered his message. on the
eve of the World Mental
Health Day-A seminar fo-
cused on workplace men-
tal health was organized
by the Department of Psy-
chiatry and Behavioral
Sciences and the Sir Cow-
agjee Jehangir Institute of
Psychiatry, Hyderabad, in
collaboration with the De-
partment of Community
Medicine and Public
Health. Directorate of
Academics, Directorate of
Student Affairs, and Di-
rectorate of Mursing at Li-
agquat University of Med-
ical and Health Sciences
{LUMHS), Jamshoro.

VC LUMHS further
said that the theme of the

seminar,  “Prioritizing
Mental Health in the

Workplace," highlighted
the need to foster a culture
of understanding and sup-
port in work environ-
ments

He stressed the impor-
tance of developing poli-
cies and practices that pro-
mote work-life balance,
employee well-being, and
mental health resources
He called for collective ef-
forts to create a healthy,
prosperous, and produc-
tive society.

Associate Professor Dr.
Jameel Junejo, Chairman

- of the Department of Psy-

chiatry and Behavioral
Sciences, expressed grati-
tude to all the speakers
and participants. Professor
Moin  Ahmed Ansari,
Dean of Medicine and Al-
lied Sciences; Professor
Munawar Alam, Dean of
Basic Sciences: Professor
Samreen Memon, Direc-
tor of Academics, and
Professor  Muhammad
Ilvas Siddiqui, Chairman
of Community Medicine
spoke on the oceasion

The students and ex-
perts attended seminar and
shared their views and
suggestions. The seminar
concluded with a shared
commitment to making
workplaces more support-
ive and mclusive, foster-
ing a culture that values
mental well-being as a
cormerstone of overall pro-
ductivity and job satisfac-
tion,

1 | scandal

Former District Officials In Hot

Water Over Shocking Allegations
Of Ties To Khairpur Land Mafia

By Nagem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: A troubling
has emerged in
Khairpur, where former dis-
trict officials are accused of
colluding with land mafias to
unlawfully seize properties
associated with significant
cultural and religious sites,
including the historic Gharib
Shah shrine, Masjid Ali,
Imambargah, and a local
cemetery. The allegations
center around former Deputy
Commissioner Sharjeel Noor
Channa, former Assistant
Commissioner Safdar Mi-
rani, and former Mukhuarkar
Abdul Hakeem Dharejo, who
are said to have forged false
reports to facilitate the illegal
takeover of these properties
According to sources fa-
miliar with the matter, these
district officials played a cru-
cial role in obstructing access

to 1he homes of long-time
wide-

lation of all fraudulent
agn and are urging

. promp

spread pmlesls from the
community. The situation es-
calated further when Nawaz
Ali Shah, the custodian of the
Shaheed Badshah Shrine, re-
portedly appointed a fake
mystic named Safdar Mangi
in exchange for a bribe of Rs
25,000, Mangi is alleged to
have sold the shrine’s kitchen
property 10 a fraudster named
Ali Dino Shaikh for Rs 5
million Subsequently,
Shaikh constructed shops on
the illegally acquired land,
which has infuriated local
residents

The community has ral-
lied together, demanding an
impartial investigation into
the unlawful eccupation of
the shrine, mosque, and
imambargah  properties.
Residents have been vocal
in their calls for the cancel-

the Augaf Department,
Sindh Local Government,
and Revenue Department to
take decisive action against
the implicated officials and
powerful individuals in-
volved in these transac-
tions

As frustrations
locals have issued war
that protests will intens
their demands for justice
and accountability are not
addressed. The unfolding
situation in Khairpur high-
lights not only the issues of
corruption and misuse of
power but also the profound
impact on the cultural and
religious heritage of the
community. Residents are
determined 1o fight for their
rights and protect their her-
itage from further exploita-
tion

DC Yasir Bhatti Leads
High-Stakes Meeting Between
Growers And Rice Millers

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN:  An important
meeting was held in Darbar
Hall under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commis-
sioner Badin Yasir Bhatti
regarding the purchase of
paddy from rice mill own-
ers and farmers. It was de-
cided by consensus that the
moisture limit would be set

at 21%, and rice mill own-
ers would not purchase
paddy from outside districts
but would continue to buy
from local farmers. The re-
maining conditions were al-
ready established in a previ-
ous meeting on September

26, and both mill owners
and farmers agreed to
strictly abide by these con-
ditions.

While addressing the
meeting, Deputy Commis-
sioner Yasir Bharti stated
that the price of rice is
linked to the international
market, which causes fluc-
tuations, so the price cannot
be fixed during the meeting
Attendees included Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner-l  Kashif Raza
Mangi, Additional Deputy
Commissioner-1l  Rajesh
Dalpat, Deputy Director
Agriculture Ramesh Megh-
war, Assistant Commission-

ers from all talukas, rice
mill leader Abdul Shakur
Memon, former General
Secretary of the Pakistan
Peoples Party and farmer
Haji Sain Bux Jamali,
farmer Amir Azad Panhwar,
farmer Khuda Dino Shah,
president of the Sindh
Chamber of Agriculture
Shahnawaz Khan Jamali,
General Secretary Wafa
Latif Jokhio, taluk president
Haji Qasim Chandio, busi-
ness leader and president of
the Fertilizer Dealers Asso-
ciation Imtiaz Ali Memon,
and many other farmers
who participated in large
numbers

Crime Wave In Mehar Sparks
Alarm And Rising Public Outcry

By Murtaza Panhwar

MEHAR: The escalating
crime rate in Mehar has
raised serious concerns
among residents, as the
local police struggle to
maintain order and secu-
rity in the area. Recent
incidents, including a
brazen attack by armed
individuals on traders
near Raj Wah Mori on
the Indus Highway, have
highlighted the increas-
ing lawlessness. During
this alarming incident,
the  attackers  held
traders hostage, robbing
them of motorcyeles,
mobile phones, and
thousands of rupees in
cash. Tragically, two
traders  su ned in-
juries while bravely re-
sisting the assailants,
who  further  com-

pounded the chaos by
blocking the road and
robbing passengers.

The growing sense of
insecurity has sparked
widespread alarm
among residents  of
Mehar and neighboring
villages. Reports indi-
cate that in just the past

month, over 15 inci-
dents involving motor-
cycle thefts, mobile

phone thefts, and cash
robberies have occurred
across various roads,
towns, and wvillages
under the jurisdiction of
the Mehar police sta-
tion. This surge in crim-
inal activity has left
both urban and rural
communities  feeling
vulnerable  and  dis-
tressed

Local residents are
increasingly vocal about

their fears, demanding
urgent action from law
enforcement to restore
safety and order. The
persistent rise in crime
not only disrupts daily
life but also poses a sig-
nificant threat to local
businesses and commu-
nity morale. With the
police unable to effec-
tively address these 1
sues, the community is
calling for enhanced se-
curity measures and in-
creased police presence
to deter eriminal activity
and protect the rights
and safety of the citi-
zens.

As concerns mount,
residents are left to
wonder what steps will
be taken to combat this
troubling trend and re-
store a sense of security
to their community
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England Shatters Records,
Posts Jaw-Dropping

Highest-Ever

Innings Total

Against Pakistan

\1UL'H\I EnL\and have
now posted the highest ever
imnings total against Pak-
istan by any team, as the
visitors accumulated more
than 800 runs on the fourth
day of the first Test match
against Pakistan in Multan.

This is the second time
in cricket history that any
team has scored more than
700 runs in a Test match
against Pakistan.

Earlier, West Indies
scored 790-3 against the
Men in Green in 1958

This is the first time in
the 21st century that a team
has scored 300 runs, and
only the fourth time in
cricket Test history.

The last time Sri Lanka
surpassed this landmark fig-
ure as they made 952-6
against India in 1997,

Whereas, England twice
scored above 800 earlier.
Once, England made 849
against the West Indies in
1930 and then 903 against
Australia in 1938,

So, three of the four
800-plus runs in cricket be-
long to England

Meanwhile, in today’s
match, England declared
the innings at 823-7 after
Harry Brook (317) and Joe
Root (262) led the charge
against the Green Shirts on
the fourth day of the first
Test

Root, who eclipsed
Alastair Cook as England's
top test run-scorer, picked
up from where he left off on
Wednesday and became the
first batsman from his
country to make 20,000 in-
ternational runs in  the
moming session with a
driven boundary.

The former captain was
handed a reprieve on 186
when Babar Azam dropped
the simplest of catches at
mid-wicket, and he made
the most of it to reach his
sixth double century with a
single before celebrating by
kissing the badge on his
helmet.—Agency

Bangladesh’s Shakib Al
Hasan Issues Apology After
Deafening Silence Amid
National Unrest

DHAKA: Bangladesh all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan has
tendered an apology for b
lence during mass protest
the country which saw scores
of people being killed in the
student-led movement that suc-
ceeded in ousting the country's
former prime minister Sheikh
Hasina in August. Taking 1o so-
cial media, Shakib said:
"Firstly, | would like to pay my
respects 0 all the sudents who
sacrificed their lives, led the
anti-discrimination movement,
and were maryred or injured
during the people’s uprising "
The apology comes after the
experienced cricketer - who
was a parliament member of
the Hasina-led Awami League
party - was booked in a murder
case involving the death of a
garment  factory  worker,
akib has not been home
since protests erupted in July
but the Bangladesh Cricket
Board has assured him he will
ot be harassed on his remum. *1
extend my despest respect and
condolences to them and their
families." read the cricketer's
post on Facehook. "While no
sacrifice can compensate for

the loss of a loved ane, nothing
can fill the void of losing a
child or a brother, 1o those of
you who were hurt by my si-
lence during this critical pe-
riod, T respect your feelings and
sincerely apologise. 11T were in
your place, I too might have
been upset,” he added. The all-
rounder is considered the great-
est cricketer Bangladesh has
produced but his political past
places the former captain in a
tricky position as an interim
govemment  supervises a
power transition. He has
played 71 tests, 247 One-Day
Internationals  and 129
Twenty20  Internationals,
amassing 14,730 runs and
claiming 712 wickets to estab-
lish himself as one of the lead-
ing all-rounders of his era. "1
want o say poodbye with all of
you around. At the moment of
farewell, 1 want to shake
hands with those whose ap-
plause compelled me to play
better,” the former skipper
said while requesting the
fans to be present for his
final test match against South
Africa in Dhaka starting
from October 21 —Agency
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England’s Record Run Feat Will Mean
Everything with a Test Win, Declares Root

MULTAN: Joe Root became
England's all-time top run
scorer after he surpassed bat-
reat a'\lasmu Cook dur-

istan but the former captain
put celebrations on the back-
burner on Thursday as they
wait to seal a famous victory.
Root's patient 262 in the
first innings, combined with
Harry Brook's blockbuster
near-run-a-ball 317 propelled
England to a mammoth total
of 823-7 before they declared
- their highest test total since
the second World War.
Root's knock has placed
him fifth on the all-time list
with 12,664 runs and Cook
also backed his former team-
mate to surpass Indian icon
Sachin Tendulkar's record of

15,921 runs.

But Root's first priority is
the Test match with Pakistan
reeling at 152-6. A result, that
once looked improbable after
nearly 1,400 runs were
scored in the first innings on
a flat track, now seems possi-
ble after Pakistan's top order
collapse.

“They (records) are pretty
cool things. It would mean a
lot more if we can win this
Test match. You look at
situation where they had
on the scoreboard and to be
ahead in the game is the best
thing." Root told the BBC.
“It doesn't mean a lot at
the moment. | feel like [ am

going to play a lot more
cricket for England. It's obvi-
ously nice and I am sure
when 1 finish my career, |

| will lock back and feel good

about it

"It will be a nice thing to
look back on at the nght
time. 1 want to contribute for
a long while and make big
scores like this one and hope-
fully win more test matches
for England." The celebra-
tions were muted and the 33-
vyear-old said there was a lack
of emotion partly due to the
heat. "Just the amount of en-
ergy that is taken out of you
playing in these conditions is
huge. It's been quite pleasing
to acclimatise and just draw-
ing that mental resilience,"
Root added —Agency

Kendrick Perkins’
Company Nilly Faces
Massive Backlash Over
Controversial NIL Deals

ESPN NBA analyst Kendrick
Perkins’ new company, Nill:

has sparked significant cri

cism and concern over its
business model, which offers
college athletes upfrom cash
in exch; for a portion of

‘King of Clay’ Nadal Set to Bow Out of Tennis
After Struggling with Injury in Final Chapter

PARIS: Rafael Nadal will
call time on his illustrious
but injury-plagued career
after next month's Davis
Cup Finals, the 22-times
Grand Slam champion an-
nouneed on Thursday, as one
of the greatest players in the
sport prepares for an emo-
tional farewell

Nadal, who won a record
14 French Open titl
said previously he expe
to retire this year after a hip
injury that required surgery
limited his appearances in
2023,

The 38-year-old was a
surprise selection for the
November 19-24 Davis Cup
Final 8 in Malaga, after last
mmpuing at the Paris
Olympics in July and subse-
quently missing the US

Open and Laver Cup over
fitness concerns.

"I am here to let vou
know [ am retiring from pro-
fessional tennis,” Nadal said
in a video posted on social
media. "The reality is it has
been some difficult years,
these last two especially. 1
don't think I have been able
o play without limitations

"It is obviously a difficult
decision, one that has taken
me some time to make, but
in this life. everything has a
beginning and an end, and 1
think it's the appropriare
time to put an end to a career
that has been long and much
more suceessful than I could
have ever imagined," added
the former world number

one. Nadal, who has won
two Australian Opens, two
Wimbledon crowns and four
US Opens plus Olympic
gold and four Davis Cups on
top of his multiple French
Open titles, said finishing
his career in Spanish colours
at the team event felt right.
He will link up again with
four-times major champion
Carlos Alcaraz after the duo
played together at the Paris
Games.

"l am very excited that
my last tournament will be
the final of the Davis Cup
and representing my coun-
try." said Nadal. "I think I've
come full circle since one of
my first great joys as a pro-
fessional tennis player was
the Davis Cup final in
Sevillain 2004 —Agency

PAK vs ENG: Agha and Jamal Heroics
Save Paklstan After Collapse at 152/6

MULTAN:  Salman  Ali
Agha's and Aamir Jamal's
stable batting towards the
end of the day ensured an-
ather day's play for the first
Test between Pakistan and
England at the Multan
Cricket Stadium on Thurs-
day.

Salman's crucial 41* on
49 deliveries and Jamal's 27*

on 48 balls took Pakistan w

152/6 at the end of the day's
play. The home team now
trails 115 runs behind Eng-
land's total of the first in-
nings

Initiating the second in-
nings, Pakistani batters were
put into extreme trouble with
the English bowlers bamboo-
zling the home side.

Within 20 overs, Pakistan
had lost half of their wickets
including skipper Shan Ma-
sood who could only score
11 runs after his first innings
heroics

Severe trouble landed for

Pakistan on the first ball of

the inning on which Abdullah
Safique was dismissed for a
olden duck against veteran
is Woakes.

Later on,
Babar Azam, Saim Ayub and
Mohammad Rizwan toppled
in the next few overs, leaving
Pakistan at 59/5.
Things somewhat settled
for Pakistan while Salman
Ali Agha and Saud Shakeel

wickets of

were barting but it again went
downhill for Pakistan when
Shakeel fell in the 24.2 over.
Earlier, England declared
their first innings at a mam-
moth 823-7 before tea on the
fourth day of the opening
Test against Pakistan on
Thursday for a lead of 267
runs.

Harry Brook notched up a
superh 317 with a wiple cen-
tury and Joe Root hit 262 as

both batsmen made their
highest Test scores on the flat
wicket at the Multan Cricket
Stadium

Resuming their innings
from 492-3 on the fourth day
of the first Test, Root and
Brook overhauled Pakistan's
556-run total by reaching
638-3 at lunch

The visitors built a first
innings lead of 102 runs with
Root on 259 not out and
Brook unbeaten on 218, The
score marks the highest Test
score for both barsmen.

Both players ook their
fourth-wicket parmership o
409 off 488 deliveries ar the
Multan Cricket Stadium.

Meanwhile, the Shan Ma-
sood-led line-up faced a set-
back as the team's leg-spin-
ner Abrar Ahmad didn't come
out on the fleld due to fever

The spinner has so far
been wicketless in his 35
overs where he conceded 174
ng —Agency

their [uture name, image, and
likeness (NIL) earnings.
While the company pro-
motes the idea of providing
financial security to athletes,
critics wamn that the arrange-
ment could (.\D]UI[ young

athletes, compari it o
high-interest loans
According to  ESPN,

Nilly, co-founded by Perkins
and Wall Street veteran Chris
Ricciardi, offers athletes pay-
ments ranging from $25,000
to hundreds of thousands of
dollars. In exchange. the
company claims exclusive
rights to the athlete's NIL for
up to seven vears and takes
between 10% and 50% of
their NIL eamings. This
model has raised red flags
among consumer protection

with College Athletes

eapens and financial advis-
ers, who caution that such
deals could prey on inexperi-
enced athletes

Public criticism has been
swift, with many expressing
concemns that the arrange-
ment is predatory. One user

on X, formerly Twitter,
wrote, "You ought to be
ashamed  of  vourself

(@KendrickPerkins. Stop try-
g to take advantage of high
school kids who have no idea
what they're signing up for."
Another user commented,
"This is predatory as f*ck. .
Such a scumbag way to
ploit these voung athl
Perkins. however, defends
the company. stating that it
offers financial security for
athletes and their families by
providing immediate funds.
Still. the long-term impact of
these deals remains under
scrutiny, particularly given
the si cant percentage of
camings Nilly could take
from athletes. —Agency

Nooh Dastgir Stuns in
Spectacular
Commonwealth
Powerlifting
Championship Debut

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's
acclaimed weightlifier, Nooh
Dastgir Butt, made a remark-
able international debur at
the Commonwealth Power-
lifting Classic and Equipped
Championships, securing
gold in the Ascot event

The Pride of Performance
Award winner and Common-
wealth Games gold medalist
lifted an impressive 370kg in
his maiden powerlifti
competition, etching his
name in history as Pakistan's
first  powerlifting  gold
medalist, said a press re-

lease

It is a historic moment
for Pakistan, as Nooh won
the gold medal in his very
first participation. Nooh is
set 1o compete in the Bench
Press and Deadlift cate-
ories, where he is favoured
10 win two additional gold
medals and claim the overall
championship title in the
120kg+ category. Pakistani
nation is urged 1o support
Nooch with their prayers and
well-wishes as he strives to
bring home a total of four
gold medals —Agency
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Scarlett Johansson
Shares Eye-Opening
Beauty Advice After

Her Biggest Cosmetic
Regret

Scarlett Johansson just
opened up about a r:
relatable daily-life incident.
The 39-year-old actress
admitted that she was left
with a hole on her face
after attempting to "get rid
of a pimple” ignoring ad-
vice that she got from a
make-up artist.

Deeming it as one of her
"biggest beauty regrets”
she advised everyone to not
use a cortisone injection
Johansson spoke to E!
News and stated, "Never
wet a cortisone shot to get
rid of a pimple. T was
warned by a makeup artist
about this years ago.”

The Black Widow star

continued, "She told me
about an actress who had a
big scene coming up but
had a pimple she needed to
wet rid of. So, she went to
the dermatologist to get a
ne shot to get nid of
left a huge crater.”

"Stupidly, I didn't fol-
low this advice and a year

later got it done myself and
I can confirm it does leave

a hole!" she exclaimed.

Giving out advice after
facing a setback, Scarlett
Johansson said, "So, avoid
it if you can. I've managed
to massage it away over
time but it's probably one
of my biggest beauty re-
orets,”

Ellie Goulding Leaves Fans Speechless

Ellie Goulding admitted
that she felt "wine drunk” on
a flight on Wednesday.

The singer took to TikTok
to share an amusing clip of
herself on board after in-
dulging in a drink, staring
and srmling into the distance.

In regards to this, she cap-
tioned the post as Y-
thing's ok when you're wine
drunk on a flight.”

According to Daily Mail,
Goulding accompanied the

video with Madonna's hit

Like A Prayer.

Moreover, the clip was
also a reference to her own
song, Wine Drunk, which
was released in 2020 from
her album Brightest Blue.

Additionally, fans took
over the comment section
with former X Factor stars
Juduardumtlng "Oscar win-
ning aumg
wrote, "Alexa 3
Dirumk by EIII\ Gomdmg and
'It's the only way to fly." and
a third user penned, 71 always

with Unexpected Statement Mid-Flight

feel the most pun\eriul %

As per the publication
Ellie's trip came after she
partied with a whole host of
stars in London last week at
Chiltem Firehouse's 10th an-
niversary party.

Furthermore, the singer
wore a corset gown with a
thigh-high slit and teamed

< the risqué mesh number with

a pair of platform heels.
Meanwhile, Love Me

Like You Do singer styled

her hair into soft waves and

topped off her look with a
smokey eyeshadow and nude
lipstick

While uploading the pho-
tos on Instagram on Saturday,
she wrote, "Thank you the
Masquerade madness  the
other eve Chiltern Firehouse.
Had the breast time."

Ag per the outlet, Ellie
has been spending time in
Costa Rica in recent months
where her new surfer
boyfriend Armando Perez re-
sudes
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Nisar Khuhro Leads
High-Profile PPP Jamshoro

Meeting In Sehwan Sharlf

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHARIF: On Oc-
tober 18, the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) is preparing
for a political power show in
Hyderabad to pay tribute to
the martyrs of Karsaz. In this
regard, a general body meet-
ing of the PPP's Jamshoro
district was held at the
Sabzwari House in Sewhan,
presided over by Nisar
Ahmed Khuhro, the Presi-
dent of PPP Sindh

The meeting saw partici-
pation from notable leaders
and workers, including Sec-
retary Information Sindh Ajiz
Dhamarh, Nauman Shaikh,
Syed Asif Ali Shah, MPA
Hina Dastagir, Sikandar
Shoro., Kulsoom Chandio,
and Lal Chand Akramani.

Nisar Khuhro addressed

the party \mlkers stating that
the confrontation with oppo-
nents in Sindh has come to
an end. He emphasized that
the upcoming rally in Hyder-
abad would demonstrate that
there is no greater leader than
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari in the
country.

Provincial leaders Ajiz

Dhamarh and Syed Asif Shah
mentioned that the PPP aims
to break its own record of
gatherings with a historic
rally in Hyderabad, expecting
participation from 15,000
supporters from Jamshoro
district to show solidarity
with the martyrs and Bilawal
Bhutto.

Kadhan Police Capture Ali
Muhammad Mallah’s
Murderers In Swift Operation

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN. A few unidentified
suspects killed 55-year-old
Ali Muhammad  Mallah
while he was sleeping at a
grogery store near Raj Wah
Pul Kadhan and escaped. As
soon as the Kadhan police
received this information,
they conducted a post-
mortem and handed the
body over to the heirs, start-
ing an investigation by reg-
istering & murder case
against unknown suspects

B) examining all aspects of
this blind case wsing techni-
cal methods, they identified
the real suspeets involved in
the murder within a few
days. They arrested the
main suspect, Rasool Bux
Mallah, and began interro-
wating him. He confessed to
the crime along with his
son, Shahbaz Mallah, and
his neighbor, Muhammad
Hanif Mullah, who also ad-
mitted their involvement in
the murder,

SHO Police Station Kad-

han Sub-Inspector Muham-
mad Arif Jarwar, along with
his team, arrested the sus-
pects, Shahbaz Mallah and
Hanif Mallah, and initiated
further investigation. The
murder weapon has also
been recovered from the
possession of the arrested
suspects. SHO Kadhan Po-
lice Station Sub-Inspector
Muhammad Arif Jarwar and
his team have announced
that they will issue certifi-
cates of appreciation for the
amests.

PPP Sanghar Gears Up For
Monumental Rally In
Hyderabad On October 18

By Khadim Khaskheli

SANGHAR: A meeting of
PPP district council members
was held in Sanghar District
Council Hall under the chair-
manship of PPP Sanghar
President Ali Has:
gorjo o ensure robust partic-
ipation from the district in
the PPP rally in Hyderabad,
commemaorating the martyrs
of Karsaz.

The meeting was at-

tended by District Chairman
Syed Riaz Hussain Shah,
PPP Sanghar General Secre-
tary Jahangir Junejo, Infor-
mation Secretary Shakeel
Ahmed Mari, Javed Shoro,
‘Waqas Junejo, Mir Mehtab
Talpur, Wadero Khadim
Buriro, S8alim Abro, Raees
Sher Ali Mari, Muhammad
Ali Laskani, and other mem-
bers. During the meeting,
important decisions were
made to prepare for partici-

pation in the rally on Octo-
ber 18 and to launch a public
outreach campaign to ensure
community  involvement

Speaking at the meeting, Ali
Hassan Hingorjo and Sved
Riaz Hussain Shah empha-
sized that the October 18
rally would be historic, as-
serting that millions from
Sanghar would anend w
demonstrate that the Bhurto
family still reigns in the
hearts of millions of people.

DEO And Civil Judge Khairpur
Make Special Appearance At Govt
English Medium School Assembly

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORIA: DEOQ Sec-
ondary Khairpur Abdul
Sami Bhanbhro, Civil
Judge Khairpur Abdul Ha-
keem Sangi, and TEO
Secondary Mukhriar
Ahmed Solangi attended
an assembly at Govern-
ment English Medium
School, Cambridge Sys-
tem, Khairpur, where
Principal Abdullah Janwri
and all the teachers were

present. The school was
functioning well

The performance of
students and reachers was
observed, along with an
inspection of the school's
records and infrastructure
Studenrs were also en-
couraged during the visit
DEO Education Khairpur
Abdul Sami Bhanbhro re-
marked that the Sindh
government is committed
to the development and
enhancement of education,

promoting  the
"Reading Sindh, Growing
Sindh. " He emphasized
that efforts are underway
1o improve the educational
standards in the Khairpur
district. He stated thar the
development of education
is essential for the
progress of the country
and the nation, urging
teachers to fulfill their du-
ties with integrity and
honesty to elevate educa-
tional standards

Naujawan Awami Ittehad
Protests In Naro Over Alarming
Lack Of Basic Facilities

By Gada Hussain
Bhanbhro

NARO: In Naro, a protest
was held by the Naujawan
Awami Ittehad against the
lack of basic facilities. T]

protest was led by lawyers
Sajjad Panhiar, Mushtag
Rajar, Aijaz Ahmed Shar,

=
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‘Wajid Shar, and others, who
stated that schools, hospi-
tals, and roads in Naro are in
complete disrepai

Despite the presence of
multinational companies
like UEP Gas Field and oth-
s operating in the area, the
royalty fund has not been al-
located for the development

of Naro. The protesters em-
phasized that these funds be-
long to the Naro tehsil and
should be spent there. They
called on the Deputy Com-
missioner of Khairpur and
higher authorities to ensure
that basic facil are pro-
vided to the residents of
Naro.

Pir Jo Goth Erupts In
Protest As Crime Wave
Spirals Out Of Control

ByAQK

PIRJO GOTH: The citizens
staged a protest by setting
tires on fire against rising
crime in Pir Jo Goth. The
demonstration, held near the
Rashdi Gate, was marked by
strong slogans and was led

by Anwar Narejo, Akhtar
Malik, OQasim Solangi,
Aslam Malik, and others.
Protesters  expressed
their concerns over escalat-
ing crime, stating that thefts
and robberies have become
common. They highlighted
a recent incident where

armed men looted security
guard Akhtar Malik and
shopkeeper Anwar Narejo,
tying them up and robbing
their stores. They urged the
DIG Sukkur and SSP Khair-
pur to take notice of the sit-
uation and restore law and
order,

slogan ||

KARBALA:
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nfal Hyder Khwaja, a boy from Talhar,
offers prayers at the shrine of Hazrat Imxm Hussam
{AS) for the oppressed people of P

and

PPP’s Sardar Jam Changez
Khan Unar Resolves Tense
Mallah Community Clash

By Mumtaz Ali Soomro

QAZI AHMED: In Qazi
Ahmed, under the leader-
ship of PPP leader and
Town Chairman Sardar Jam
Changez Khan Unar, a reso-
lution was reached regard-
ing a violent feud between
two factions of the Mallah
community in the village
Long Khan Soomro.Eight
months ago, Shaukat Mallah
was murdered by his mater-
nal relatives, leading to an
ongoing conflict between
Ayaz Mallah and Shaman
Mallah's factions. The deci-
sion involved a fine of 6.8
millien rupees on the re-
sponsible faction, Shaman
Mallah’s group, along with
an additional 100,000 ru-
pees for an injured party
member. Both parties were
reconciled, and they were

—

asked to make peace. The
decision was facilitated by
mediators Raees Ali Bux
Mallah, Pir Sharifuddin,
Qurban Ali Lashari, and
Altaf Hussain Baladi, while
Sardarzada Jam Caingez
Khan Unar announced the
verdict. During the proceed-
ings, the aggrieved party

forgave 1 million rupees of
the fine, while the remain-
ing amount was to be paid
by the responsible party
within a few months

Residents  expressed
their happiness over Sardar
Changez Unar's efforts to
mediate and restore peace in
the community.

1 Dead, S Injured As
Gunmen Unleash

Chaos On

Passenger

Coach In Violent
Attack

SHIKARPUR: In the early
moming near Lanji Laro on
the Indus Highway, armed
assailants opened fire on a
passenger coach, resulting
in one death and five in-
juries. The incident oc-
curred within the jurisdic-
tion of Naparkot police
station. A passenger, Ghu-
lam Haider Bahlkani, was
killed, while the injured in-

cluded driver Sher Punjabi
and passengers Azhar
Malik, Abdul Nabi, and Far-
man. Following the antack,
passengers blocked the b
way with the coach, cau
atraffic jam with hundreds
of vehicles stuck on both
sides. Eyewitnesses reported
that over a dozen armed in-
dividuals fired indiscrimi-
nately at the coach, and de-
spite the police presence,
they did not intervene

Mayor Abdul
Rasheed Bhatti Steps Up,
Offers Lifesaving
Financial Aid To
Journalist Bux Ali Jamali

By Faroog Junejo

SHAHEED BE-

NAZIRABAD: Mayor of
Shaheed Benazirabad Mu-

nicipal Corporation, Qazi
Muhammad Rasheed Bhatti,
visited the press club to meet
President Bux Ali Jamali and
present the annual grant
cheque from the corporation.
The event was attended by

| | Ee—
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eputy Mayor Mubashir
Arain, Municipal Com
sioner Haji Abdul Razzaq
Shaikh, Superintendent Engi-
neer Manthar Bhangwar, and
others. Press club officials,
including Bux Ali Jama
Musharraf Ali Bhatti, Z
figar Ali Memon, and Ismail
Domki, expressed their grati-
tude to the mayor and his
team.

Tando

Adam

Stripped Of

Valuables

In Brazen

Armed Robbery

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: In Tando
Adam, near Imran Pump on
the bypass, unidentified
armed robbers, while using
weapons, robbed a trader,
Irfan Khoso, of his motorcy-
cle and mobile phone. Dur-
ing the resistance, the rob-

bers fired their pistols, but
the trader miraculously re-
mained unharmed. An FIR
has been registered at the
Tando Adam City Police Sta-
tion. The police stated that
they have increased patrols
on incoming and outgoing
roads and will apprehend the

|| vaccinate

culprits soon

DC Muhammad Arsalan Saleem
Reviews Final Arrangements For
Critical Anti-Polio Campaign

By Hasnain Shahid

NAUSHEHRO FERQZE:
Deputy  Commissioner
Naushehro Feroze
Muhammad Arsalan
Saleem announced the
commencement  of
seven-day national polio
campaign starting October
28 He emphasized the
collective responsibility to
all  children
under five against polio,
urging health department
officials and related agen-

=

cies to play their full role
in supporting polio teams
during the campaign. The
Deputy Commissioner in-
structed officials to focus
on lraining puliu teams
and preparing micro-plans
to ensure effective imple-
mentation. He also
rected assistant comm
sioners to monitor the
training programs of polio
teams in their respective
areas and maintain the
cold chain for vaccines
during the campaign

District Health Officer
Ghulam Qadir Chandio
and polio focal person Dr.
Vijay Kumar informed
that from October 28 to
November 3, the district
aims to vaccinate 342,312
children against polio,
along with administering
»1lam|n A bUDDh,ITILn[:: A

25 teams will
including 893
mobile teams, with ad
tional support centers es-
tablished to facilitate the
campaign

3 Dead, 3 Injured In Fierce
Shaikh-Kolachi Clash

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: In Ghotki, a clash
erupted near the Engro ware-
house between two factions
of the Shaikh and Kolachi
communities over a dispute
mvolving young children
Dwring the altercation,
firearms were used, resulting
in the deaths of three individ-
uals including Imran Ali Ko-

lachi, his son Farman Ali,
and Fida Hussain Kolachi
Additonally, three others, in-
cluding a woman and a girl,
were injured, who were ulen-
tified as Farman Kolachi,
Sumaira Kolachi, and a
neighboring elderly woman,
Hooran Buzdar. The injured
were taken to the Ghotki
Civil Hospital, where the
condition of two was re-

ported as critical, necessitat-
heir referral to a larger
facility

According to Ghotki po-
lice, the conflict originated
from a trivial matter involv-
ing children, and no case has
yet been registered How-
ever, reports indicate that po-
lice have arrested one indi-
vidual from the Shaikh
faction

Livestock Dept Hosts Critical
Veterinary Medical Camp In
Thana Bula Khan

By Shoukat Khaskheli

THANA BULA KHAN: A
free one-day veterinary med-
ical camp was set up in the
village of Mahinda Palari
near Thana Bula Khan to
prevent livestock diseases
Deputy Director of Live-
stock Development Kohis-
ran, Dr. Abdul Aziz Rusta-
mani, reported that over
1,500 different animals re-
ceived vaccinations against
foot-and-mauth disease and
blackleg at today’s camp

Additionally, more than 340 @

large and small animals were
treated with deworming
medicine and also received
ivermectin vaccinations.

It is worth noting that
today's camp was organized
with the cooperation of the
Vice Chairman of Union

Council Dhamach, Tanveer
Palari. The Deputy Director
advised the attendees to
regularly consult with their
nearby veterinary centers
and wvaccinate their live-
stock to protect them from

diseases. The technical
team at the camp included
Dr. Mashood Ahmed, Stock
Assistant Ashiq Solangi,
and Stock Assistant Sajjad
Raza Shah, who fulfilled
their duties

Health Dept Matiari
Commemorates World Mental
Health Day With Key Initiatives

By Sajjad Ali Abbasi

MATIART: On World Mental
Health Day. a walk was or-
ganized by District Health
Officer Matiari, Dr. Pir Ghu-
lam Hussain, on October 10,
2024. The event aimed to
raise awareness about mental

health, reduce the stigma sur-
rounding mental illness, and
promote mental well-being
The walk was led by Dr
Hussain, alongside Deputy
DHO Dr. Zahid Hussain Sad-
dar and other staff members.

During the walk, Dr. Sad-
dar addressed the people of

District Matiari, emphasizing
the importance of recogniz-
ing mental health issues. This
year's theme, "Mental Health
for All: Greater Investment,
Greater Access,” highlighted
the eritical need for increased
investment in and access to
mental health services

Women Take To Streets
Protesting Police Misconduct

By AQ Khilji

PIR 10 GOTH: Women
from the Katchi Abadi
Colony protested against
the local pelice, accusing
them of raiding their
homes and stealing eight

goats, two motoreveles,
and cash. Residents Saida
Margjo and Shahida Nargjo
alleged that the police used
violence without justifica-
tion during the raid and
failed to provide any ex-
planation for their actions,

instead threatening them to
remain silent. They de-
manded that the authoriti
take notice of the poli
actions and return

s
the
stolen goats, motorcyeles,

and cash to alleviate their
distress
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Murad Cleared Of Charges
In High-Profile Nooriabad
Power Plant Case

KARACHI: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Al
Shah and others have been
acquitted by a special ac-
countability court in the
Nooriabad Power Flant case.
The court found no evidence
of personal gain or financial
misconduct by Shah or the
other accused. It was also
determined that the power
project did not incur exces-
sive costs and has been op-
\,wling as intended. supply-

ing electricity according to |

its design

The
Plant, Sindh's first publi
private partnership proje
has been profitable since
2019, contributing to the na-
tional treasury and regularly
paying taxes. This ruling fol
lows an earlier decision by
the Islamabad accountability
court to clear Shah and the

Nooriabad Power |
- co-accused, accepting the
. National Accountability Bu-

reau's (NAB) request to
withdraw the reference

The reference had al-
leged that Murad Ali Shah,
a former adviser to the
Sindh chief minister on fi-
nance and energy, misused

his authority and cavsed a
$16 million loss to the na-
tional treasury. The proje:

proposed in 2012, faced de- |

lays but was launched in
2014 with an investment of
Rs13 billion, with the Sin
covernment holding a 49%
stake. —RT/Agency

Karachi Man 'Confesses' To
Horrific Rape And Murder
Of Three-Year-Old Girl

KARACHL: A rickshaw
driver h fessed o rap-
ing and killing a three-year-
old girl in the port city's Fed-
eral B Area Block 11, police
told media on Thursday.

The suspect named
Naseer, as per the police, was
a rickshaw driver and neigh-
bour of the victim and had
put her body in a sack before
throwing it on the street, He
was handed over to police by
people of the neighbourhood

The twoddler's body was
found on a street near her res-
idence in Gulberg. It had a
duparta tied around her neck
as a noose - indicating that
she may have been strangled
- on the morming of ()c[nhel
9 (Wednesday

According to the police,
an image extracted from a
CCTV footage of the arrested
suspect has also been ob-
tained in which he is seen
carrying the victim's body in
asack

Police officials also men-
tioned that the rape of the
toddler was confirmed in the
post-mortem report and that
the suspect is being interro-
gated as part of the case's in-
vestigation

B | the PPP welcomes construc-

KARACHI: Pm\mc]a] Mm
ister for Works,
and Prisons, Haji Ali

Zardari, has announced that
recruitment for Grades 1 to 4
positions in various Sindh
government  departments
will begin soon. Addressing
the youth of Sindh, he urged
them not to lose hope, stat-
ing that Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari and |
President Asif Ali Zardari
are committed to the well-
being and prosperity of the
peaple. He emphasized that

tive criticism and consis-
tently works for the welfare
of the nation. These remarks
were made during a meeting
with journalists, members of
civil society, and the public
at his office on Thursday
Provincial Minister

Zardari reiterated that the

PPP upholds the principles
of good governance, and the
Sindh government follows
best practices in this regard
Discussing the Works and
Services Department, he
warned that contractors fail-
ing to complete development
projects will have their li-
censes revoked, and strict

PPP's Hajl Ali Zardarl Vows Youth Prosperity
And Exemplary Governance

action will be taken against
any department officers
found negligent in their du-
ties.

In the Prisons Depart-
ment, Minister Zardari high-
lighted the establishment of
skill development and Infor-
mation Technology centers
in prisons across  the
provinee to provide inmates

Support Program (BISP),

using funds from deceased

- beneficiaries with blocked

ments in prison facilities and
the physical and mental re-
habilitation of prisoners
Solar panels are being
stalled in prisons, and pr
oners without heirs will re-
ceive financial support
through the Benazir Income

IDs. On this occasion, PPP
MPAS Syed Ayaz Ali Shah
Sajid Babhan, Dr.
, former MPA
Aslam Abro, and a delega-
tion of journalists from
li Press Club met with

ster Zardari —RT

Mustafa

Praises Tessori As The

'Greatest G

The World'

Kamal

overnor In

KARACHI Muttahida stating that although the

Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MOQM-P) leader and Mem-
ber of the National Assem-
bly. Mustafa Kamal, lauded
Sindh Governor Kamran
Tessori, referring 1o him as
the "world's best governor."

During a meeting in
Karachi with renowned re-
ligious scholar Dr. Zakir
Naik, Kamal praised Tes-
sori’s efforts, confidently

governor has not yet re-
ceived the title, his dedica-
tion and work will soon
earn him the recognition
The gathering included rep-
resentatives from various
nd religious com-
Kamal also remi-
nisced al\ﬂul his own expe-
ience  receiving  the
"World's  Best  Mayor'
award —RT/Agency

Protec

Women & Children [

After the vietim's body
was found a day earlier,
was taken 10 Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital for medico-legal
formalities.

According to police, the
lirde girl - ide

in Saudi Arabia o per-

form Umrah

Palice said the girl had
followed her siblings ar
around 7:15am when they
left for school in the mom-
ing, and was found dead at
7:30am at a short distance
from her home

The victim's mother had
maintained that they had no
enmity with anyone

According to police, the
initial post-mortem report

suggested that the girl was
sexually assaulted and stran-
gled to death. Police surgeon
Dr Summaiva Syed, how-
ever, said the cause of death
and opinion regardi wual
violence was reserved till the
medical report

The incident comes less
than two months after a
minor girl was allegedly
raped and murdered before
being thrown in a garbage
dump in Karachi's Saddar
area in August. The | 2-year-
old victim was found stashed
in a gunny bag from the
parbage dump near Lucky
Star. Dr Summaiya, while
citing the victim's autopsy re-
port, had confirmed that the
girl was subjected to "sexual
abuse" —RT/Agency

Karachi Airport Blast:
Suicide Bomber Identified In
Shocking Revelation

KARACHI- Authorities have
identified the suicide bomber
responsible for the recent ex-
plosion near Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport, which claimed
the lives of three people, in-
cluding two Chinese nation-
als. Investigators confirmed
the bomber's identity as Shah

Fahad through fingerprints
recovered from the blast site,
according to well-informed
SOUrCes.

Fahad's identity was veri-
fied through NADRA
records. Further investiga-
tions revealed that he, along
with two accomplices, ar-

rived in Karachi on Decem-

ber 3, 2023, and stayed at a | _

hotel in the Preedy area.
Fahad retumed to the city on
October 4, 2024, checking
into another hotel hours
fore the explosion targeting a
convoy of Chinese engi-
neers.—RT/Agency

KARACHI: PTI Sll'l.dh President Haleem Adil Shaikh departs after a case hearing at
Malir Court. —RT

|| tation  drive at

SSP Kashif Aftab Abbasi
And SP Saeed Rind Honor
The Brave Martyrs Of
The Pakistan Army

By Asif Qurashi

KARACHI: Recently, Wing
Commander  Lieutenant
Colonel Muhammad Ali and
16 brave soldiers made the
ultimate sacrifice for our
homeland. SSP Malir Kashif
Aftab Abbasi and SP Malir
Saeed Rind honored their
bravery, emphasizing that
those who protect our land

KARACHL: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah held a high-level
meeting with the World
Bank Country Director, Mr.
Najv Benhassine. to review
the progress of Sindh's $3.1
h]”lUl‘I development portfo-

The meeting focused on
several key projects, includ-

ing the Karachi Yellow Line
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
system ﬂood rehabilitation
and improve-
ments in water, infrastruc-
ture, and solar energy sec-
tors. Among the 13 active
projects under review were
the Sindh Flood Emergency
Rehabilitation Project
(SFERP), Karachi Mobility
Project (KMP), and the
Karachi Water and Sewer-
age Services Improvement

Froject (KWSSIP). The
Sindh Flood Hou mer-

Sindh CM And World Bank
Scrutinize $3.1bn In Mega
Development Projects, Including
The Yellow Line BRT

veys, and solar energy ex-
pansion

gency Reconstruction Pro- The review reflects the
ject (SFHERP) and the ongoing commitment of the
Competitive and Liveable Sindh government and the
City of Karachi Project World Bank to enhancing
{CLICK) were also dis- the province's infrastructure,
cussed, with significant improving urban services,
progress reported in key and strengthening resilience
areas like housing recon- to future climate-related
struction, property tax sur- challenges —RT/Agency

KARACHI Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori com-
mended the Sindh Police for
their  flawless  security
arrangements for renowned
scholar Dr. Zakir Naik during
a meeting at the Govemnor
House. The gathering, which
included Inspector General
Sindh Police Ghulam Nabi
Memon, Mufii Abdul Rahim,

force’s dedication. Giovermor
Tessori praised the 1G Addi-

will always live on in our
memories. They reminded us
that martyrs, blessed by
Allah, are not dead but alive,
and it is our dury o keep
their sacrifices alive for fu-
ture generations. The leaders
urged respect and kindness
for those who gave their
lives, highlight g that their
children are now orphans due
to their sacrifices

Town Chairman Jan
Muhammad Baloch Kicks
Off Ambitious Plantation

Drive In Malir

By As: bumhl

KARACHI: Chairman of
Malir Town, Jan Muhammad
Baloch, initiated a tree plan-

Dawood
Goth's Municipal Primary
Girls School, recognizing the
urgent need to combat envi-
ronmental pollution and pro-
mote afforestation. The event
was attended by Director Ed-
ucation Jamal Nasir, Director
Parks Sohail Mughal, school
headmaster, teachers, and a
large number of students.
Chairman Baloch empha-

sized that the impacts of

global environmental
changes have been increas-
ingly felt in Pakistan over the
past few vears, warning of

of raising awareness about
the negative effects of envi-
ronmental changes among
children and the youth at na-
tional, provincial, and local
levels. In line with the signif-
icance of tree planting, he an-
nounced that eco-friendly
plants will be planted in var-
1ous schools across all union

committees in Malir Town

and Additional IG Javed Alam tional 1G, and po]lce person- Zakir Naik also expressed hi
Odho, highlighted the police nel for their effors in ensur- appreciation for the excep-
afery as a dis- tional security provided by the

ing Dr. Nai
tinguished state guest. Dr.

Tessori Praises Sindh Police For
Delivering Flawless Security To
Dr. Zaklr Nalk

Sindh Police.—RT/Agency

KATI Cheers As Government Cancels
Contracts With 5 Dormant IPPs, Hailing
It A Victory For Progress

KARACHL:  Junaid Naqi,
President of the Korangi Asso-
ciation of Trade and Industry
(KATT), lauded the federal
govemment's decision to can-
cel agreements with five inac-
tive Independent Power Pro-
ducers (IPPs) He emphasized
that reviewing such agree-
ments is vital for achieving
economic stability in Pakistan
Nagi acknowle
role, under Patron-in-Chief
SM. Tanveer, in highlighting
the financial strain these [PPs

'’

imposed on the narional treas-
ury. He expressed camfacunn
with the outcome of KA
campaign and reiterated their
commitment to the business
community. He noted that the
inactive IPPs were receiving
billions annually without g
erating or supplying electric
calling it a clear injustice. Nar
also mentioned that agree-
ments with 107 other IPPs are
under review, hoping for trans-
parent decisions. He praised
the efforts of former caretaker

w

Commerce Minister Gohar
Ejaz, IPP Task Force head
Muhammad Ali, and senior of-
ficials in driving reforms,
stressing that fuure payments
will only be made for electric-
ity actually produced and sup-
pliad, thereby easing the finan-

. cial burden on the nation. Nagi

highlighted the renegotiation
of these contracts as a crucial
step toward addressing Pak-
istan's energy challenges and
ensuring a more sustainable
future —RT

Bilwani And Dagha Demand Bold
Rate Cuts For Private Sector Revival
Amid Hopes Of Lower Inflation

KARACHI:  Muhammad
Jawed Bilwani, President of
the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce &  Industry
(KCCI), and Mohammad
Younus Dagha, Chairman of
the Policy Research & Advi-
sory Council (PRAC), have
urged the State Bank of Pak-
istan (SBP) to reduce the pol-
icy rate by at least 300 basis
points in the next Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
meeting. Their call comes in
light of September's inflation
drop to 6.9%, marking the
second consecutive month of
single-digit inflation after
ftwo years of high inflationary
pressure

In a joint statement, Bil-
wani and Dagha commended
the SBP's efforts to bring thx,

meelm-m However, they ar-

gued that the central bank
should now adopt a more ag-
uressive approach to further
reduce the rate, as inflation is
under control and commeodity
prices are stabilizing. A sig-
nificant rate cut, they said, is
crugial to relieve pressure on
businesses and stimulate eco-
nomic activity, particularly in
the large-scale manufacturing
sector, which has faced con-
sistent declines.

Bilwani noted that Pak-
istan’s Large-Scale Manufac-
turing Index (LSMI) fell by
19.2% in July 2024 com-
pared to January, primarily
due to high interest rates,
limited access to credit, and
excessive collateral require-
ments. He highlighted World
Bank data showing that loan
(.L\”dltlnﬂ |n Pakistan aver-
53% of the loan's
val ue. far exceeding what is

borrowed, and restricting fi-
nancing to the private sector.

Dagha empl ed that
despite three rate cuts, Pak-
istan's real interest rate re-
mains the highest in the re-
gion at severely
limiting private-sector credit
growth and hampering eco-
nomic recovery. By contrast,
India’s real interest rate
stands at 2.9%, China's at
. and Bangladesh’s at -
©.4%. He urged the SBP to
gradually lower the policy
rate below the projected GDP
growth rate of 3.6% to simu-
late a stronger, private-sec-
tor-led recovery.

Both leaders stressed the
need for commercial banks to
expand lending to SMEs and
key growth sectors by simpli-
fying financing processes
and reducing collateral re-
quirements —RT Agency
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Grand Jirga Empowers CM Gandapur To
Lead Critical Peace Negotiations In KP

PESHAWAR: A Grand Jirga
organised by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government

and attended by top officials §

including Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi has empow-
ered Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur to hold talks with
dissenting parties to improve
law and order situation in the
province.

CM Gandapur hosted the
high-level meeting at CM
House on Thursday to dis-
cuss the current political and
security situation in the
province and reach a consen-
sus plan of action after a
three-day Pashtoon Qaumi
Jirga was announced by the
banned Pashtun Tahafuz
Movement (FTM).

The key sitting was at-
tended by KP Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi, Interior
Mlinister Mohsin Nagvi, Fed-
eral Minister Amir Mugam,
lawmakers from the provin-
cial assembly as well as
heads and representatives of
all political parties

According to a declara-
tion 1ssued after the sitting,
CM Gandapur, at the partici-
pants' request, announced the
formation of a new jirga,

which he will lead, to engage
in talks with dissenting par-
ties in hopes of resolving
KP's political and security
crisis amicably.

It further said that the
chief minister thanked the
Grand Jirga participants for
empowering him to hold dia-
logue. It added that the
process of formulating the
next strategy and consulta-
tions for peaceful resolution
of KP issues would be com-
pleted at the carliest.

Sources privy to the de-
velopment told media that
the participants of the high-
level sitting also finalised the
terms of reference (ToRs) of
the new jirga headed by CM
Gandapur, however, mem-
bers of the negotiation body

were not decided yet.

They added that the de-
velopment came after the
chief minister sought author-
ity from the Grand Jirga par-
ticipants 1o hold talks with a
banned organisation.

"I'm ready to sit on the
floor with the second party
for negotiations." the sources
quoted Gandapur as s z at
the Grand Jirga

He also referred to a clash
between KP police and Man-
zoor  Pashteen-led  PTM
workers on the boundary be-
tween Khyber district and the
provincial capital as the
banned party  announced
holding a jirga from Cwetober
11. There persons were killed
and 15 injured as police
faced off with the outlawed

PTM members yesterday
who set up tents near Regi
Lalma on the Khyber district
side, close to the boundary
with Peshawar, media re-
ported

In today's high-level sit-
ting, CM Gandapur requested

8 the participants, including the

interior minister, to refrain
from taking any action until
his permission

Responding to Ganda-
pur's request, Naqvi said that
the federal government has
no objection to holding talks
hosted by the KP chief min-
ister, the sources added.

Adviser to KP CM on In-
formation Barrister Moham-
mad Ali Saif said in a state-
ment that the heads of the
political parties came on the
same page to establish peace
in the province.

He added that CM Ganda-
pur has been given full au-
thonity to find peaceful solu-
tions to the prevailing issues
and expressed confidence in
his leadership.

Saif detailed that consul-
tations were underway be-
tween Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf  (PTI)  Chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan,

CM Gandapur, Interior Min-
ister Naqvi, Governor Kundi
and the parties’ heads to for-
mulate future strategy.

A day ago, Interior Minis-
ter Naqvi had expressed desp
concern over the upcoming
three-day Pashtoon Qaumi
Jirga organised by the re-
cently-proscribed PTM and
said that the state would not
allow parallel judicial system
[in the country] in any case

He also wamned that any-
one found involved in facili-
tating the banned organisa-
tion would be dealt with iron
fist.The coalition govemn-
ment, led by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, on October 6
issued a notification under
Section 115 of the Anti-Ter-
rorism Act 1997, banning the
PTM. citing the group's ac-
tivities as a threat to peace
and security. The provincial
govermment conveyed its
reservations to the Centre
aver the move and com-
plained that the ban on PTM
has triggered tensions in the
provinge.

However, the KP govern-
ment vesterday announced to
strictly implement the ban on
the outfit—RT/ Agency

Saudi Minister and COAS
Strengthen Bilateral
Cooperation In Strategic Talks

RAWALPINDIL: Saudi Ara-
bian Minister of Investment
Khalid Bin Abdulaziz Al
Falih and Chief of Army
StalT (COAS) General Syed
Asim Munir discussed initi
tives to strengthen "ev
growing brotherly" bilateral
cooperation in a variety of
sectors, the military’s media
wing said on Thursday.

The development took
place during a meeting be-
tween the minister accompa-
nied by a delegation and
army chief in Rawalpindi
The meeting focused on mat-
ters of mutual interest, said
the Inter Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR).

The high-level Saudi gov-
emment cum business dele-
gation, led by the Kingdom's
investment minister, arrived
in Pakistan on October 9 for
a three-day visit.

The ISPR said the army
chief expressed his profound
appreciation and gratitude for
unflinching support of Saudi
King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud and Crown Prince
Muhammad bin Salman for
Pakistan "Manifestation of
one of the largest business
delegarion’s visit to Pakistan
reaffirms the enduring and
fraternal ties between Pak-
istan and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (KSA)" he
said The COAS Munir un-
derscored the deep respect
and affection thar the people
of Pakistan held for Saudi
Arabia, the ISPR added Fur-
thermore, he assured the del-
egation of Pakistan's full
support and commitment and

conveyed his optimism for
the promising outcomes that
would mutually benefit both
nations. Separately, the minis-
ter accompanied by the high-
level delegation met Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari at the
President House in Islam-
abad on Thursday. On this oc-
casion, Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia reaffirmed their com-
mitment to enhancing coop-
eration in key areas including
economy, agriculture, mining
and information technol-
ogy. Both the sides underlined
the need to work together to
build a prosperous and
peaceful future for the region
as well as for the Islamic
world, according to a Presi-
dent House press
release Welcoming the dele-
gation, the president empha-
sised the longstanding and
time-tested relationship be-
tween  Pakistan and  the
KSA He expressed Pak-
istan's desire to elevate the
bilateral ries into a long-term
strategic and economic part-
nership, underscoring that
such collaboration would
bring the two brotherly na-
tions further closer President

Zardari reaffirmed Pakistan's
deep respect for the Custo-
dian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman, and
reiterated Pakistan's unwa-
vering commitment to stand
in solidarity with Saudi Ara-
hia He also praised the vi-
sionary leadership of Crown
Prince Salman. The president
also highly commended the
remarkable progress Saudi
Arabia was making under Vi-
sion 2030 and expressed
gratitude for the Kingdom's
continued support o Pakistan
during challenging times.*1
am happy 1o witness the
progress and prosperity of
Saudi Arabia,” he said Saudi
minister Khalid said that
Saudi Arabia recognised the
strategic geographical signifi-
cance of Pakistan and its po-
tential for natural resources
and renewable energy He in-
formed that Saudi Arabia had
planned 1o invest in the infra-
structure and mining sectors
of Pakistan and, in this regard,
his delegation would sign 25
apreements in different sectors
10 boost economic cooperation
between the two brotherly na-
tions. —RT/Agency

-'\MABAD 'I'he privati-
sation of Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PTA) has
once again hit snags after the
six hidding companies de-
mandad 100% share owner-
ship instead of the previously
discussed 60%.

Concerns have also been
raised regarding employee
contracts, which propose a
three-year tenure without
pension benefits

PLA sources indicate that
the Privatisation Commis-
sion is struggling to address
these concerns, causing de-
lays in the bidding process

Initially scheduled for
October 1, the bidding dare
was moved to October 30
However, further issues have
since arisen, leaving the pri-
wvatisation iniriative in jeop-
ardy

The government is res-
olute in not granting 100%
shares 1o the bidding compa-
nies.

Initially, the discussions

PIA Privatisation
Stalled As Bidders
Demand Full
Ownership Control

focused on off:
shares, which now
shifted to 75%. The intention
is to secure agreement from
the companies on the 75%
share offer.

If they do not comply, the
PIA privatisation will be
postponed. The effectiveness
of the Privatisation Commis-
sion in resolving the raised
objections remains 1o be
seen.

©On the other hand, offi-
cials from the Privatisation
Commission stated that no
new concems have been pre-
sented by the bidding compa-
nies. Should any new issues
arise, they will be addressed
accordingly

As of now, the final bid-
ding for PIA has not oc-
curred, and no conclusions
can be drawn unil the
process is complere PLA em-
ployees and officers also
face significant chall

Finance Ministry Uncovers
Jaw-Dropping Rs3.4 Trillion In Sales
Tax Evasion Across Multiple Sectors

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Rev-
enue Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb said on Thursday
that there was about Rs3.4
trillion in sales tax evasion
out of a total of Rs7 trillion in
tax theft in different sectors
of the economy.

Aurangzel was address-
ing a press conference along
with Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) Chairman
Rashid Mahmood Langrial to
discuss a study on sales tax
evasion

The study found that only
14% out of 300,040 manu-
facturers liable to register
have done so, and many reg-
istered entities misreport
turnover, claim excess input
tax, and use fake invoices.

Sales tax in Pakistan is
collected through VAT mode,
relying on businesses o col-
lect tax from buyers.

However, this trust has
been breached on a massive
scale. the minister said shar-
ing findings from five sectors
including iron and steel, ce-
ment, beverages, batteries,
and texti

He said mal practices were
widespread, with most enti-

ties claiming excess input 2!

fax.

In the iron and steel sec-
tor, 33 large businesses, rep-
re: g over 50% of total
sales, evaded sales tax by

-

claiming Rs29 billion in ex-
cess input tax, mainly
through scrap metal and coal
urchases

Likewise, in the battery
seelor, six active cases, repre-
senting 99% of total sales,
claimed Rs11 billion in
cess input tax, primarily
through lead purchases while
in the cement sector, 19 ac-
tive cases claimed Rs18 bil-
in excess input tax in
FY23-24, mainly through
coal purchases

In addition, the beverages
sector with 16 active cas
representing 99% of aerated
water sales, claimed Rsl5
billion in excess input tax,
mainly through sugar, plas-
tics, and services purchases.

In the textile sector, with

i
Rs16% billion in excess input

tax. mainly through services

chemicals. coal, and packa;
ing purchases. Detailing steps
to combat tax evasion, the fi-

nance czar said that the gov-
emment has intensified en-
forcement measures, includ-
ing arrests and criminal
cases, resulting in a signifi-
cant decrease n fake input
tax claims in FY23-24

However, massive eva-
sion persists, and more meas-
ures are being planned to
curb it He said that the apex
taxation body has identified
evidence of tax fraud in vari-
ous sectors, including 11 bat-
tery sector cases, §97 iron &
steel sector cases, and 253

. beneficiaries of fake input

claims on coal
purchases Those  involved
face arrest and imprisonment
of up to 10 vears, heavy
penalties, and fines On the
accasion, the FBR chairman
emphasised that input tax ad-
justment fraud was a serious
issue, \wrnln; CFOs to re-
frain from signing incorrect
retumns, especially before the
October 15 deadline.

PM Extends Grand
Invitation To Saudi Arabia
For Major Investment In
Pakistan’s Aviation Sector

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday invited
Saudi Arabia o invest in avi-
ation sector especially in the
outsourcing of international
airports of Pakistan He was
talking to Minister for Invest-
ment of Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia Khalid bin Abdul Aziz
Al Falih who called on him
at the Prime
House The prime minister

warmly welcomed the Saudi = ==
tween the two countries. He

Investment Minister and his
delegation to Pakistan. He
said that Pakistan-Saudi Ara-
bia relations were based on
decades long brotherly ties
and were becoming sironger
with each passing day. He
further said that Saudi Arabia
had swood by Pakistan in
every difficult situation. Re-
ferring to the current visit of
Saudi Investment Minister,
the prime minister said that
this visit was an important
milestone in the strengthen-

ing of investment ties be-
rween Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia, setting the stage for
greater collaboration in the
sectors of murual interest be-

Minister %,

also extended his heanfelt
congratularions o Khalid Al-
Falih on receiving the presti-
gious Hilal-e-Pakistan award,
a recognition of his outstand-
ing contributions to the ad-
vancement of Pakistan-Saudi
relations

The prime minister also
conveyed his warm regards
to the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, His Majesty
King Salman bin Abdulaziz,
and His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, acknowledging
their leadership and support
in enhancing bilateral ties

The prime minister ex-

pressing his pleasure over the
productive discussions held
at the Pakistan-Saudi Busi-
ness Forum said that the dia-
logue between the Pakistani
and Saudi business commu-
nities had paved the way for
new invesiments, underscor-
ing Saudi Arabia’s commit-
ment o deepening economic
cooperation with Pakistan.
He recalled his visits to
Saudi Arabia, including
the meeting with His
Royal Hlnlme“ Crown
Prince Mohammed bin
Salman in Makkah, and
his participation in the
World Economic Forum in
Riyadh. —RT/Agency

related to the airline's pr\
vatisation —RT/Agency

Pakistan Charging Toward

Sustainable Growth To Realize
G20 Vision, Says FM Dar

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Muhammad Ishaq
Dar on Thursday citing the
govemnment's efforts for eco-
nomic stability and existing
huge potential for investment,
said that the country’s econ-
omy had been put on the road
to sustainable growth to
achieve the dream of joining
the G20 club as soon as pos-
sible. The deputy prime min-
|5tu in hlb Lcynun addm~ at
Listan-S

trum of govemment agen
and private sector entities.

'I'ha~ visit is aimed at explor- o

Forum held here, recalled that
in 2017, the country had
achieved the status of top
24th economy with 4% infla-
tion, below 2% food inflation,
6% GDF. and highest foreim
TESEIVES, PUrsUIng its joumey
fo join the G20 which was de-
railed due to COVID pan-
demic and certain internal
and external factors The Pak-
istan-Saudi Business Forum
was held as a high-level
Saudi delegation led by Min-
ister for Investment Engineer
Khalid Bin Abdulazz Al-
Falih is on a three-day visit to
Pakistan comprising repre-
sentatives from a wide spec-

ing opportunitie
dl'ld signing Memorandums
of Understan {MOUs

across A v Wt of
sectors.Ishag Dra said that
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
enjoyed  deep-rooted and
time-tested relations, marked
by shared history, faith and
values He thanked the Saudi
leadership for unwavering
support to Pakistan on multi-
ple occasions, particularly
during the recent economic
challenges and reiterated that
Pakistan was committed to
the sovereignty and integnty
of the Kingdom and stood
shoulder to shoulder with it
through thick and thin.He

velopment and Pakistan’s Fur—
remittances Calling it a
pivotal moment”™ in the
tory of bilateral ties, the
deputy prime ster said
the delegation’s visit mani-
fested the shared vision and
enduning parmership between
the two countries He apprised
the gathering that the incum-
bent government was making
untiring efforts to bring in
economic stability, through
reforms, widening the tax
base, enhancing productivity
and competition, and promot-
ing private sector investment
ssides carrying out the pri-
vatization of state-owned en-
terpri IAgency

Asit Ali Zardari visited the
Chinese embassy in Islam-
abad on Thursday and of-
fered heartfelt condolence
over the tragic killing of Chi-
nese nationals in a terrorist
attack in Karachi.

Strongly condemning the
terronist attack, the President
reiterated the resolve to bring
the perpetrators of  this
heinous act of crime fo jus-

and sisters in lh'lb

hour of grief. Talking to the

ISLAMABAD:  President

e and security of the Ch

President Zardari Vows
Unwavering Commitment To
Ensuring Safety Of Chinese
Natlonals In Pakistan

Zaldung President Asif Ali
Zardani said Chinese govern-
ment and people are con-
tributing to the socio-ec
nomic  development

Pakistan He said such cow-
ardly acts by the hostile
ments cannot shatter the
bonds of tnc‘ndshlp mlwum

ated Pakistan's commit-
ment to ensure the safe

nese nationals residing in

SC Delivers Landmark
Detailed Judgement In

Controversial Article 63-A
Interpretation Case

the country —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court (SC) of Pakistan on
Thursday issved its 23-page
detailed judgment in the Arti-
cle 63-A interpretation case,
ruling the earlier verdict
against the clear language and
mandate of the constitution,
media reported A five-mem-
ber SC bench headed by
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CIP) Qazi Faez Isa and com-
prising Justice Aminud Din
Khan, Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhel, Justice Mazhar i
Alam Miankhail, and Justice
Maeem Afghan through a
short order issued on October
2 annulled its 2022 verdict
that barred lawmakers from
going against party directions
when voting in parliament.In
its detailed judgment, the SC
ruled that its earlier verdict
opened the way to transform
the leader of a political party
into a “dictator” “Nothing can
be more undemocratic; the
majority’s  judgment  has
opened the way to transform
the leader of a political party
into a dictator, simply be-
cause the party’s leader can
never be challenged,” the de-

¢ Faroogqg H. Nack and the

) leamed AAG have submitted

from the United States of
America, Canada, United

Kingdom. India, and the
Privy Council. Foreign legzal
books and authors were also
quoted. But, this appears to
have been done, w‘lthuut first
ascertaining the law in the re-
spective countries regarding
defections, and the conse-
quences thereof. "The detailed
judgment read that the court
sought the assistance of coun-
sel for briefing on the intema-
tional position on defections
and its  consequences
“Leamed senior counsel Mr.

documents through applica-
tions showing the prevalent
worldwide practice (CMAs
No. 10233 and 10234 of
2024). They state that voting,
or abstaining to vote, contrary
to the party or its leader’s di-
rection does not result in au-
tomatic disqualification in
any country of the world. The
leamed AAG pointed out that
an autormatic disqualification
law was enacted in Papua
Mew Guinea, but its Supreme
Court (in Reference No. 11 of
2008) struck it down (copy of
the judgment has been filed
with CMA No. [0234/2024).”
the  detailed  judgment
read —RT/Agency
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