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Government Plans To Eliminate 150,000
Vacant Positions And Dissolve CADD
Ministry: Finance Minister

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Rev-
enue Muhammad Aurangzeb
has said the government has
decided to abolish 150,004
vacant posts as well as dis-
solve one ministry and merge
two others.

Addressing the media in
Islamabad on Sunday, he said
after the federal cabinet’s ap-
proval, the rightsizing com-
mittee had decided to scrap
60% of the vacant seats,
which would help reduce the
expenditures.

Putting the rumours to
rest on the name of the min-
istry, the finance czar said the
| Administration and
Development Division
(CADD) ministry would be
dissolved

A govermnment spokesper-
son on September 1 told
media that scores of high-
ranking officials would be
put on the chopping block.

“The rightsizing commit-
tee has reviewed six min-
istries so far, in the first
phase. Dissolution of one
ministry has been approved,
while two others will be
merged,” he had said

Whereas, the cabinet
committee on institutional re-
forms on August 16 recom-
mended curtailing 150,000
vacant positions, banning
¢ recruitment, and

2 NON-COTE Serv-
ices like cleaning, janitorial
work, which would gradually
phase out many positions in

-

wrades | to 16

In a meeting, presided
over by Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif. to reduce public
sector size and expenses, a
committee headed by the fi-
nance minister, had presented
s recommendations  for
righ ng the federal gov-
emment departments

The Ministry of Finance
was asked to oversee the cash
balances of other federal
ministries.

The committee provided
a derailed briefing on recom-
mended reforms for five fed-
eral ministries: the Ministry
of Kashmir Affairs and Gilg
Baltistan (GB), the Ministry
of State and Frontier Re-
gions, the Ministry of Infor-
mation  Technology and
Telecommunication, the
Ministry of Industry and Pro-
duction, and the Ministry of
National Health Services.

Addressing  the media
today, Aurangzeb said the
government’s measures in-
cluding securing the Intermna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)

ballum Dan.kag\, would bring
economic stability

On expanding the tax net,

d the government had

kind of data that would
be utilised in this regard.
"Only 14% retailers are reg-
istered in the sales tax at the
moment.

“We will be forced to
block utility services of non-
registered  people.”  he
warned, adding the govern-
ment had ended all the ex-
emptions on tax.

“It is not appropriate to
treat taxpayers and non-tax-
pavers alike. We are left with
no option but 1o expand the
tax net,” he added

The federal minister also
said the government would
have 10 boost the efficiency
of the Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) and for that rea-
son 2,000 chartered account-
ants would have to be hired

“The FBR’s ability to
audit will also be enhanced
Hence, 2,000 tax audit ex-
perts will be appointed in the
FBR."—RT/Agency

Gandapur Vows To Respond
To Every Bullet And Baton
Following PTI-Police Clashes

PESHAWAR: Commenting
on the recent clashes be-
tween Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) workers and the
police in Rawalpindi, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur stated that his
party would respond o
every bullet, tear gas shell,
and baton strike against its
SUpporters.

Ina on Sunday,
the firebrand PTI leader
claimed bullets were fired
on three of their workers and
whereabouts of one of them
could not be traced

"Maore than 50 PT1 work-
ers have been injured in
shelling as shells and bullers
were fired every three kilo-
metres on us,” he said

The KP Chief Minister
Gandapur said this after re-
turning to Peshawar as the
PTI pmlest in Rawalpindi
was "called off" amid vio-
lent clashes between protest-
ers and riot police near Li-

aquat Bagh

The Gandapur-led con-
voy remained stuck at the in-
terchange for several hours
due 1o closure of roads as
the authorities had placed
containers at Burhan Inter-
change in an attempt to
thwart PTI"s protest

Addressing the partici-
pants, the KP chief execu-
tive directed them to return
to Peshawar and castigated
the government for not
granting PTI its “constitu-
tional right”

Vowing to come back

with “all resources”, he re-
gretted that the police fired
teargas and rubber bullets at
the protesters.
On the other hand, Gan-
dapur said, scores of police
officials were caught by the
party activists but he rescued
them

“They [police] have set a
precedent of firing bullets
[...] We also have guns,” he
stated Meanwhile, he saluted
the residents of KP and
Rawalpindi Division over
their support for the former
ruling party —RT/Agency

Fazl Elected Unopposed As Leader

PESHAWAR: Maulana Fa-
zur Rehman has been elected
unopposed as the leader of
Jamiat Ulemae Islam Fazlur
Rehman (JUI-F) for the next
five years, media
reported The central general
council’s electoral meeting
for intra-party elections of
Jamiat Ulemae Islam Fazlur
Rehman (JUI-F) was held at
Mufti Mahmood Centre in
Peshawar, attended by ap-
proximately 1,500 members
from across the country.

In the meeting, Maulana
Fazlur Rehman was once
again elected unopposed as
the leader of JUI for the next
five years, while Maulana
Abdul Ghafoor Haideri was
elected unopposed as the
General Secretary. The Jamiat
Ulemae Islam Fazlur Rehman
(JUI-F) was onginally estab-
lished in 1945 by Shabbir
Ahmad Usmani as a pro-Pak-
istan offshoot of the Jamiat
Ulemae Hind. The party later
split inte different factions,
with the most prominent
being JUI-F {Fazlur Rehiman

OfJUI F

group) and JUI-S (Samiul
Haq group). The JUI-F fac-
tion, led by Maulana Fazlur
Rehman,  emerged in
1988 Maulana Fazlur
Rehman became the leader of
JUI-F in 1980, following the
death of his father, Mufti
Mahmud, He has been a sig-
nificant political figure n
Pakistan, known for his influ-
ence and leadership within
the party Political experts
argue that political parties in
Pakistan, and in South Asia,
have become dynastic, which
undermines democratic prin-
ciples by concentrating power
wathin a few families, leading

to potential corruption, lack
of accountability, and limited
opportunities for new leaders
to emerge After the intra-
party election, Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman held a press
conference and said that elec-
tions should be held in the
country and true representa-
tives of the people should
come forward as the current
parliament is not qualified for
such major amendments The
povernment is moving to-
wards major amendments for
political purposes, said he
while referring to proposed
constitutional amend-

NEW YORK: A ministerial
meeting of the Quadrilateral
Group — comprising Pak-
istan, China, Iran, and Russia
— expressed deep concem
over the security challenges
originating from
Afghanistan, stating that ter-
rorist groups operating in the
war-tom country “pose a se-
rious threat to regional and
wlobal security.

Pakistan has witnessed a
surge in militant attacks
since the Taliban govemment
retumed to power in neigh-
bouring Afghanistan in 2021,
mostly in the northwestern
border province of Khyber
Fakhtunkhwa (KP), but also
in southwestemn Balochistan,
which borders Afghanistan
and Iran

According to data from
the Pak Institute for Peace
Studies (PIPS). the two most
wulnerable provinces saw a
sharp rise in deadly attacks
last month.

The digital database of
security incidents managed
by the Islamabad-based
think-tank suggested an
alarming situation as the
number of attacks jumped
from 38 in July to 3% in Au-
gust. These incidents in-
cluded 29 attacks in KP, 28
in Balochistan, and two in
Punjab

The govermnment in Islam-
abad has time again called on
Kabul's interim rulers to pre-
vent their land from being
used by the banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)

o |
and other militant organisa-
tions for carrying out attacks
against Pakistan.

The quadrilateral meeting
was held in New York on the
sidelines of the United Na-

General - Assembly
10n on Suultm-

ber 27, according to a j
statement issued on Sunday

Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif attended the
meeting on behalf of Pak-
istan while China. Russia
and Tran were repre ted by
1l respective foreign min-
isters.

During the meeting, the
aid that terrorist

ministe
wroups such as Daesh, Al-
DQaida, the Eastern Turkestan
Tslamic Movement (ETIM),

Jaish ul-Adl, Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLA),
TTP and other groups based
in Afghanistan, “continue o
pose a serious threat to re-
gional and global security™
The session also con-
demned the recent terrorist
attacks in all shapes and
forms in Afghanistan and the
region, including the attacks

h}, Daesh on Kﬂrbdla pil-
grims on 13 September 2024
and the attacks by TTP in
Bannu and Besham in Pak-
istan on 15 July and 26
March 2024, respectively.
The minister also ex-
pressed concern over the ter-
ronism-related security situa-
tion in Afghanistan and the
region and “stressed the con-
cept of common, compre-
hensive. cooperative, and
sustainable security, as well
as principles of equal indi-
visible security, examine re-
gional security issues from a
more comprehensive and in-
tegrated perspective, and
work together to address var-
ious security challenges in
Afghanistan and the regi
The quadrilateral meeting
stressed  the need 1o
strengthen counter-terrorism
cooperation at both bilateral
and multilateral  levels,
“Afghanistan should be sup-
ported in taking comprehen-
sive measures 1o address
both the symptoms and root
causes of terrorism and 1o
eradicate terrorism at an

+ pations and

early date.”

“They called on [Afghan
Taliban rulers] to take visible
and verifiable actions in fal<
filling the intemnational obli-
commitments
made by Afghanistan to fight

1em:msm d.lsmmﬂe, and

1 equally and non-discrimina-

tory and prevent the use of 1

| Afghan 1emilory against its

neighbours, the region, and
beyond,” the statement said.
Meanwhile, the four
countries also reiterated their
support for Afghanistan's na-
tional sovereignty, political
independence, unity, and ter-
ritonal integrity
“They reaffirmed princi-
ples of international law, par-
cularly non-interference in
s internal affairs, and the
right of the Afghan people to
independently decide the fu-
ture of their country in acoor-
dance with the principles and
purposes of the United Na-
tions Charter.” it added
The ministers stressed
that all members of the inter-
national community have a
shared interest in a stable and

", peaceful Afghanistan, “a

country that should serve as
a platform for international
cooperation  rather  than
geopolitical competition,”
Furthermore, the coun-
tries urged Afighan rulers to
create conditions that facili-
tate the return of Afghan
refugees to their homeland,
prevent further migration,
and take serious measures 10

Pakistan, China, Russia, And Iran‘Consider
Afghanistan-based Terror GroupsAs-Global 'Threats'

ensure retumeesblivelihoods
and ‘reintegration into politi=
cal and, social processesto
achieve a lasting solution.

Last year, whenthe coun-
try witnessed 2 Surge in ter=
ror-related incidents,” the
then-caretaker government
in October decided (o repa-
triate illegal refugees includ-
ing undecumented Afghans
Tesiding ll'lﬂil. country.

Ever singe the govern-
ment commenced the repatri-
ation campaign last year,
more than 504,000 undocu-
mented Afghans have gone
back from Pakistan so far,
according to UN figures.

The ministers urged the
international community and
donors to provide, adeguate,
predictable, regular, and sus-
tainable financial support
and other necessary assis-
tance, in line with the pringi-
ple of international responsi-
bility and burden sharing, for
time-bound and  well-re-
sourced  repatriation  of
refugees back o
Afghanistan, as well as to
countries hosting  Afghan
refugees, particularly Iran
and Pakistan

“The ministers empha-
sised that strengthening
peace and stability in
Afghanistan and counter-
ing the threats of terror-
ism, and drug crime ema-
nating from its territory
are in line with our com-
mon interests in the re-
gion,” the statement con-
cluded —RT/Agency

Naqvi Commends China's

Historic Contribution To

Strengthening Pakistan's
Economy

strengthening Pakistan' econ-
omy is unforgetable

He expressed the remarks
during meeting with Chinesa
Consul General Zhao Shiren
in Lahore on Sunday. He said
that CPEC projects have
taken Pakistan-China friend-
ship to new heights.

The interior minister fe-
licitated him on C|
tional Day. They
matters of mutual interest
and ways to boost bilateral
s

Mohsin Naqvi said that
under President Xi Jinping's
leadership, China has crossed
new milestones of progress.

r Pakistan and its fast paced

He said that China is most
trusted and loyal friend of

progress is a role model for
all

Interior Minister said that
China's historical role for
strengthening Pakistan® econ-
omy is unforgettahle

He said that Pak China
friendship will remain intact
and strong forever

Speaking on the occasion

- the Chinese Consul General

thanked Interior Minister on
doing some procedural
amendments on Chinese
businessmen's request

He said that Pakistan is
China's best friend and our
cooperation will always con-
tinue —RT/Agency

PESHAWAR: Former prime
minister and Head of Awam
akistan Party {APP), Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi, has criti-
cised the government during
a press conference stating
that the country could not be
woverned by imposing unjust
or “black laws’.
He expressed concerns
about constitutional amend-

ments —RT/Agency

ments being passed in se-

Abbasi Raises Alarm Over
Secretive Passage Of
Constitutional Amendments

crecy, without informing
members of the National As-
sembly, questioning the dem-
ocratic process. Abbasi also
highlighted the growing frus-
tration among Pakistan’s
youth and called for the po-
litical, judicial, and military
leadership to come together
to resolve the country” chal-
lenges and ensure its future

stability —RT/Agency

Over 20 Laborers
Kidnapped In Musakhel,
Balochlstan

QUETTA: Balochistan con-
tinues to suffer from vio-
lence as more than 20
labourers were “abducted"
by armed men in Musakhail,
police said on Sunday

The gunmen opened fire
on the camp of the labourers
working for a gas company,
set ablaze eight bulldozers
and took away over 20
labourers with them, the po-
lice added

The incident comes
hours after seven labourers
were shot dead by unidenti-
fied gunmen in a house in
the province's Panjgur dis-
rrict

Police detailed thar the
labourers were residing in a
house in the district's
Khuda-e-Abadan area
where the incident occurred
and left seven people dead
and one woundad

The Panjgur deputy com-
missioner also confirmed the
gruesome incident and said
that the attackers barged into
the house and opened fire at
the residents

Police officials told the
media that the deceased and
injured persons were shifted
to Panjgur District Hospital

Meanwhile, a search opera-
tion has been launched to
track down the perpetrators
of the brutal atack

Both the Musakhel and
Panjgur incidents reflect the
secunty challenges faced by
the province which has wit-
nessed the brunt of terrorist
attacks, along with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, amid the in-
crease in terrorist incidents
faced by the country in re-
cent months

Last month, 23 passen-
gers were killed after being
offloaded from buses and
trucks in the Rarasham area
of Muskhel district

According to the Centre
for Research and Security
Studies (CRSS) report, dur-
ing the second quarter of the

current year, the country
wimessed 380 violence-
linked faralities and 220 in-
juries among civilians, secu-
rity pert:nnnal and outlaws.

Meanwhile, condemning
the Panjgur incident, Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif have expressed sor-
row and have offered condo-
lences to the bereaved fami-
lies

“Targeting innocent
labourers and citizens is a
very brutal and reprehensi-
ble act" said President
Zardari

Whereas, PM Shehbaz
has reiterated the govern-
ment's resolve to “roat out
all forms of terrarism® from
the country —RT/Agency

Crisis Management Unit
Established To Assist
Pakistanis In Lebanon

[SLAMABAD

fairs has activated its
Crisis Management Unit
(CMU) to assist Pak-
istani  nationals  and
their families
the  crisis

in

The Iurugn Office
spokesperson in a state-
ment stated that the
ministry in Islamabad
and the Pakistani em-
bassy in Beirut are con-
tinuing their efforts to
assist Pakistani nation-
als impacted by the sit-
uation in Lebanon

She urged Pakistani
nationals affected by the
situation to contact the

The [
Ministry of Foreign Af- §

ffected |

CMU at its Islamabad’s
landline number 051-
Q207887 or via email at
cmul @mofa gov.pk
Meanwhile, the Em-
bassy of Pakistan in
Beirut is available 24/7

al*t?'lc follow ng‘ c‘ontac‘t
details: Cell/WhatsApp

numhbers 00961 -
21669488 and 00961-
81815104, and email:
parepbeirut@mofa gov.
pk.—RT/ Agency
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HYDERABAD: Sindh Prisons Minister, Ali Hassan Zardari interacts
prisoners during his surprise visit at the Central Jail to review the facil
in the jail.-RT

Haji Ali Hassan Zardari
Highlights Major Development

Projects In District Thatta

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: Provincial Minis-
ter for Works, Services, and
Jails, Haji Al Hassan
Zardari, proudly showcased
the extensive development
and public welfare projects
executed in District Thatta
under his leadership and the
Pakistan People's  Party
(PPP). in collaboration with
the Sindh  government.
Speaking to journalists in
Thatta, Zardari emphasized
that the district has wimessed
unprecedented progress com-
pared to other regions, with
residents being firsthand wit-
nesses to these advance-
ments.

Zardari outlined a series
of mega projects that have
been

Thatta and Gharo Barrage to
Keti Bunder, which have en-
hanced connectivity and eco-
nomic opportunities  for
coastal communities. Addi-
tionally, the strengthening of
the Adeero Canal has ensured
a reliable water supply for
both agricultural and drink-
ing purposes, significantly
ing the region’s farm-

v completed
in the district, including the
construction of roads, hospi-
tals, schools, drainage sys-
tems, and clean  water
schemes, Many of these proj-
ects were completed within
his own constituency, bring-
ing significant improvements
to the quality of life for local
residents. He further noted
that, in comparison, only
50% of similar development
projects had been accom-
plished in Shaheed Be-

ers and residents in coastal
areas. He also discussed the
revamping of drainage sys-
tems in key cities like Keti
Bunder, Baghan, Lal Gho-
bari, and War, where previ-
ously neglected streets have
been upgraded with paver
blocks, improving the urban
environment and reducing
floading risks. Zardari
proudly announced the im-
pending opening of the
Taluka Hospital Gharo Bari,
al 1tee] heal th f‘a_

nazirabad (Nawabshah), at-
tributing the slow progress in
other districts to the absence
of strong paolitical representa-
tion

Among the key infra-
structure achievements,
Zardari highlighted the swift
completion of roads from

cility that will offer afford-
able medical services to resi-
dents of the coastal belt. He
also celebrated the comple-
tion of the Thatta-Jhampir
road, a billion-rupee project,
which has brought relief 1o
residents of Kohistan and

[ L
neighboring coastal villages,
who have long struggled with

redited his personal efforts
with securing funds from
both the Sindh and federal
governments for the much-
needed Coastal Highway
project, which will safeguard
coastal villages from the dan-
gers of sea disasters, includ-
ing flooding and erosion
Concluding his remarks,
Haji Ali Hassan Zardari, a
two-time winner in general
elections, reaffirmed his un-
wavering dedication to the
people of Thatta. He also re-
vealed that the long-delayed
construction of the District
Jail Thatta is nearing comple-
tion, which will allow for the
transfer of prisoners from
temporary facilities, ensuring
improved security and better
conditions for detainees
The minister's commit-
ment to development contin-
ues 10 inspire hope for sus-
tained growth in Thatta, as he
remains focused on deliver-
ing further progress to the
district

People's Party Vows To Protect Sindh's
Water Rights Amid Irsa Act Amendments

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: The People's Party
of Badin, led by District In-
formation Secretary Fida
Hussain Mandru, has vehe-
mently rejected the federal
govemnment's amendment of
the Ursa Act and the pro-
posed construction of six il-
legal canals in the Indus
River During a press confer-
ence held ar the Badin Press
Club, Mandru emphasized
the party's long-standing
commitment 1o safeguarding
the rights of Sindh and its
residents, stating that any ob-
struction to Sindh's water
supply would not be toler-
ated Alongside notable fig-
ures such as Haji Hanif
Khaskheli, Ghulam Mustafa
Tat, Al Asti, and Abdul Ghani
Ansari, Mandru outlined the
People's Party’s historical
struggle against policies per-
ceived as anti-Sindh. He re-
minded attendees of the sac-
rifices made by leaders like
Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
and Shaheed Benazir Bhutto

for the restoration of democ-
racy, constitutional  su-
premacy, and parliamentary
integrity in Pakistan. He
pointed out that the People's
Party  has  consistently
protested against projects
such as the Kala Bagh Dam,
Thal Canal, and Chashma
Canal, which they view as
detrimental to Sindh's water
resources. Mandru reiterated
that the pary was quick to re-
spond to the recent attempts
to amend the Ursa Act, with
the President of the PPP

Sindh, Nisar Ahmad Khoro, fo

endorsing &  resolution
against these amendments in
the Sindh Assembly. Further-
more, the party's Information
Secretary Uzam Dhamra
highlighted a province-wide
media campaign to voice
strong  opposition to the
amendment and the illegal
canals being constructed in
the Indus River

The leaders underscored
that the criticism aimed at the
Pecple’s Party by an alliance
of political factions is merely

an attempt to gain media at-
tention and score political
points.

Mandru and his col-
leagues firmly stared thar the
Sindh government, under the
People's Party, would not
permit any reduction in the
water flow from the Indus
RiverlIn a show of unity and
resolve, Mandru stated that
Chief Minister Syed Murad
Ali Shah, along with PPP
members and workers, are
actively voicing their opposi-
tion on every possible plat-
m

He warned that if the fed-
eral government persists with
its anti-Sindh measures, the
People's Party is prepared to
launch widespread protests
across Sindh to mobilize
public sentiment against
these initiatives The press
conference concluded with a
strong message of resilience
from the People's Party, reaf-
firming their commitment to
protect the rights and re-
sources of the people of
Sindh.

Kotri Protests
Erupt Over Water
Shortage And
Tanker Mafia

Exploitation

il 1

By Sheikh Sindhi
KOTRI: Residents of the
twelve wards of Bholhari
under the Kotri Site Munici-

pal Committee  have
launched a significant protest

_ | against the persistent short-

age of drinking water and the
exploitation by the tanker
mafia, organized by the Pak-
istan Youth Movement. The
demonstrators.  including

~ | prominent activists Abdul

Sattar Lahar and Shehbaz
Memon, gathered to voice

|| their frustration over the mu-
|| nicipal committee’s failure to

ensure a consistent water
supply.

During the protest, speak-
ers highlighted that the mu-
nicipal committee has cut off
the water supply t©0 numerous
colonies in Bholhari, forcing
residents to rely on the tanker
mafia for their daily water
needs. They accused the ad-

i ion of in

water facilities, severely im-
pacting their quality of life.
The protesters expressed
discontent with the mu-
nicipal committee's inaction,
emphasizing that while the
administration has histori-
cally provided free water de-
ivery to homes through
pipelines, the current situa-
tion reflects a blatant disre-
gard for residents” needs.
They warned that if elected
representatives and the
trict administration do not
take immediate steps to re-
store water supply through
existing pipelines in
twelve wards of Bholhari,

they will escalate their
protests.
The demonstrators

vowed to widen the scope of
their protests, indicating that
they would mobilize greater
support from the community
and potentially engage in
more disruptive actions if
their for

this issue, alleging that offi-
cials are accepting hefty
bribes to favor the tanker
mafia, which is selling water
at  increasingly inflated
prices, As a result, many
working-class families are
struggling to access basic

waler access are not met
promptly. The situation re-
mains tense as residents call
for urgent governmental in-
tervention to resolve the
water crisis and dismantle
the exploitative practices of
the tanker mafia

Jamshoro: Urgent Call
For Reinstatement Of
Security Workers At
Rafhan Maize

Loy
By Munwar Chan:

JAMSHORO: The People’s
Labor  Bureau District
Jamshoro has submitted an
application to the Labor De-
partment following the ille-
gal expulsion of security
workers by Rafhan Maze
Company in Kotri. An in-
quiry was initiated by the Re-
gional Director Labor Hyder-
abad, Ghulam Sarwar Atiro
to address this pressing issue

On September 25, 2024,
the inquiry officer, Mr
Ibrahim Aziz Hungoro, met
with key representatives, in-
cluding Shahzad, the Admin
M of Rafhan Maze

HYDERABAD: Members and leaders of the Jeay Sindh Tehreek are holding a

protest demonstration against the Killing of Dr. Shahnawaz, at the Hyderabad
h.-RT

Company, Ghulam Hussain

{ | Mughal, the General Secre-

tary, and Akhtar Shuro, a rep-
resentative for the affected
security workers. During the
proceedings, it was revealed
that the security workers had

4| been employed by Rafhan

Maze Company Limited
through a third-party security
firm. Despite their registra-
tion with the AOBI {Acci-
dent and Occupational Bene-
fit Insurance) and Social
Security, the inquiry officer
found that the dismissal of
these workers was unlawful.

Ibrahim Aziz Hungoro in-
structed Shahzad that the
workers must either be rein-
stated to their onginal posi-
tions or receive their legal
dues, including unemploy-
ment benefits and gratuity.
However, the Rafhan Maze
Company administration has
yet 1o respond to these direc-

Company

urgency and concern for the
welfare of the dismissed
workers, which has led to
growing distress and hard-
ship in their households.

The People's Labor Bu-
reau has urgently called upon
several authorities, including
Sindh Chief Minister Syed
Murad Ali Shah, Sindh
Labor Minister Shahid Abdul
Salam Thahim, the Regional
Director of Labor Hyder-
abad, and the Deputy Com-
missioner and SSP Jamshoro,
to take immediate action on
the matter. They emphasized
that the reinstatement of the
security workers should be
treated as a priority.

In a firm stance, the Peo-
ple's Labor Bureau District
Jamshoro announced that as
of October 2, 2024, if the sit-
uation remains unresolved,
they will establish a protest
camp outside Rafhan Maze
Company Limited's gates.
They warned that any escala-
tion of violence or disruption
in  company operations
would be the responsibility
of the Rafhan Maze Com-
pany administration, holding
them accountable for any un-
toward incidents that may
anise.

Imtiaz Hungoro, the Gen-
eral Secretary of the People's
Labor  Bureau  District
Jamshoro, reiterated the ur-
gency of the situation and the
need for swift resolution to
alleviate the struggles faced
by the affected security per-
sonnel and their families

Monday, September 30, 2024
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HYDERABAD: Members and leaders of the All
ing a protest demonstration against the Sindh police department, at the Hyder-

abad press club.-RT
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Jamaat-e-Islami Tando Adam
Organizes Seerat-Un-Nabi (SAWW)
Conference, Highlights Islamic
Teachings And Social Justice

By Mumtaz Ali Thahim

TANDO ADAM: Jamaat-e-
Islami Tando Adam held a
profound  Seerat-un-Nabi
conference in Joharabad,
where Deputy Secretary of
Tamaat-c-Islami Sindh,
Moulana Abdul Quddus Ah-
madani, underscored the
timeless message of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) as a
beacon of mercy for all of
humanity. In his address,
Moulana Ahmadani empha-
sized the importance of em-
bodying the Prophet's charac-
ter in daily life, asserting that
true suceess lies in following
the teachings of Tslam both in
this world and the hereafter,
Speaking 10 a large gath-
ening, Moulana Ahmadani re-
iterated that the finality of
Prophethood was completed
with Prophet Muhammad
(PEUH), and no new prophet
will come until the Day of
Judgment. He urged the
Muslim community to spread
the Prophet's message, en-
couraging people to transi-
tion from servitude to man-

made  systems  toward
obedience to Allah and His
Messenger.

Reflecting on the state of
the country, Moulana Ah-
madani expressed grave con-
cermn aver the erosion of jus-

tice and merit in society. He
pointed out that issues like
corruption, drug abuse, and
vinlence have escalated due
1o the widespread neglect of
Islamic values and the teach-
ings of the Holy Quran. He
also criticized the global si-
lence on the suffering of
Muslims, particularly Pales-
tinians, condemning the lack
af vocal support from Islamic
nations in the face of ongoing
human rights violations

In his speech, Moulana
Ahmadani reiterated Jamaat-
e-Islami's firm stance against
sectarianism and cormuption,
lauding the leadership of

Hafiz Nacem-ur-Rehman for
his relentless efforts 1o safe-
guard the rights of the peo-
ple
He contrasted the Ja-

maal’s commitment to justice
with other political entities
that, he argued, continue to
exploit the public through
unjust taxation and self-serv-
ing political maneuvering,

He concluded by calling
on the public to join Jamaat-
e-Islami’'s membership cam-
paign, encouraging unity in
the fight against oppression
and to work collectively for
justice, equality, and the
rights of the peaple.

Key Meeting On Paddy
Purchase Held To

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN:  An  important
meeting convened in the
Darbar Hall, chaired by
Depury Commissioner
Badin Yasir Bharti, focused
on the procurement of
paddy from rice mill owners
and farmers. The gathering
aimed to address critical is-
sues surrounding the pur-
chasing process and to en-
sure fair treatment for local
farmers.

During the meeting
Deputy Commissioner
Bhatti announced that there
would be no deductions on
the purchase price per
maund of paddy, emphasiz-
ing that the moisture content
would be permitted to range
between 18% to 22%. He
instructed Assistant Com-
missioners from Badin and
the concerned talukas to
conduct surprise inspections
of rice mills to ensure com-
pliance. Any mill found de-
viating from the agreed
standards would face imme-

Farmers

diate sealing and substantial
fines

The Deputy Commis-
sioner further stated that
180-certified mill owners
must provide payments o
farmers according to their
preference, either through
cash or cheque. He reaf-
firmed the importance of
agriculture as the backbone
of the country's economy,
stressing that the adminis-
tration is committed to en-
suring that no farmer suffers
due to unfair practices.

To address moisture con-
tent concems more thor-
oughly, Bhatti announced
that a follow-up meeting
with rice mill owners and
farmers would take place
within the week to establish
clear limits and guidelines.
This proactive approach
aims to foster a cooperative
environment between farm-
ers and mill owners while
promoting fair trade prac-
tices.

Attending the meeting
were  Additional Deputy

Support

Commissioner 1 Kashif
Raza Mangi, Additional
Deputy Commissioner 11
Rajesh Dalpat, Deputy Di-
rector Agriculture Ramesh
Meghwar, along with Assis-
tant Commissioners from all
tehsils. Key representatives
from the agricultural com-
munity, including Rice
Mills Association President
Abdul Shakoor Memon and
Sindh Chamber of Agricul-
ture leaders Shahnawaz
Khan Jamali, Dada Hashim
Jamali, Wafa Latif Jokio,
and Ashiq Ali Gopang, were
also present

Local farmers, including
Taluk Presidents Haji Qasim
Chandio and Sattar Panhor,
as well as influential busi-
ness leaders such as Imtiaz
Ali Memon, President of the
Fertilizer Dealers Associa-
tion, participated in the dis-
cussions, highlighting the
collaborative effort between
the government and the
agricultural sector to ensure
a prosperous future for local
farming communities.
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HYDERABAD: Students are holding a protest demanstration for the re-taking of the

MDCAT, at the |

derabad press club.-RT
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KP Government To Pursue Legal
Action Against Police Crackdown
On PTI Protest In Rawalplndl

RAWALPINDI/PE-
SHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government on
Sunday announced to take
legal action over clashes be-
tween Punjab police and Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
workers during its protest in
Rawalpindi for which cases
have been registered against
dozens of party leaders

"The government had
planned a Model Town-like
tragedy yesterday. [Our]
workers were [subjected] to
straight firing [and] our
women [workers] were
shelled upon." said Adviser
to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister on Informa-
tion Barrister Mohammad Ali

if.

The spokesperson's state-
ment comes after the Imran
Khan-founded party "called
off" its protest in Rawalpindi
due to violent clashes be-
tween police and workers on

Satu.rda\-

The former ruling party
had announced holding a
demaonstration in the city,
however, the Punjab govem-
ment had then imposed Sec-
tion 144 banning all political
gatherings, sit-ins. rallies,
protests and similar activi-
ties.

With PTI workers at-
tempting to head towards the
Liaquat Bagh. the police had
resorted to teargas shelling to
disperse the crowd which
was then retaliated by party

activists who started hurling
stones and glass bottles at the
law enforcers.

Speaking to media on
vesterday's events, Barrister
Saif said that the KP govern-
ment will approach the courts
and directions will be issued
1o the p cial advocate
general for taking legal ac-
tion in this regard.

Which law justifies the
use of shelling against peace-
ful workers, questioned the
provincial govemnment offi-
cial —RT/Agency

Government Prioritizing
Business-Friendly Measures
To Attract Foreign Investment

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan
has said the government is
working on increasing Ease
of Doing Business in Pak-
istan to make it an attractive
destination for foreign in-
vestment.

Addressing a function in
connection with the fortieth

anniversary  of Islamabad
Chamber of Commerge and
Industry, the Minister said
the govemment remains fully
committed to foster an envi-
ronment that enables busi-
nesses to thrive

The Minister said that
prudent and effective policies
of the Government have

brought down inflation,
whereas. stable and increased
foreign  reserves  have

brought down interest rate.
He said government has
been working relentlessly
on bringing down power
tariffs for the industry in
general and exporters in
particular —RT/Agency

Turkish Cooperation
Official Tours Luminary

Learning Clrcle Foundatmn:

KARACHI: The Luminary
Leaming Circle Foundation

LCF) had the privilege of
ng Mr. Khalil Tbrahim
Basaran, a prominent repre-
sentative from the Turkish
Cooperation and Coordina-

tion Agency (TIKA), part of |

the Republic of Turkiye's
Ministry of Culwre &
Tourism. Accompanying him
were LLCF Chairman and
former MNA Mchammed
Najeeb Haroon, along with
MOM MNA Syed Hafeezud-
din Advocate.
his wvisit, Mr.

ssed LLCF's
comprehensive approach to
delivering quality early and
primary education to over
400 smdents at the Javed
Miandad Campus

A standout feature of the
tour was the LLCF Organic
Kitchen Garden, where stu-
dents have planted and la-
beled their own vegetable
pots. Mr. Basaran expressed
particular interest in how the
students are not only respan-
sible for planting but also for
nurturing their plants. This
hands-on experience fosters a
sense of ownership and envi-
ronmental  responsibility
while promoting healthy, sus-
tainable living practices.

r Basaran also explored
other distinctive features of
the school, including the
White Room for personal de-
velopment and grooming, as
well as the in-house kitchen
that provides daily meals for
students. He was briefed on
LLCF's extensive healthcare
initiative, which ensures ac-
cess to vital medical services
for students and their fami-
lies.

"T am truly inspired by
the kitchen garden model. It's
an excellent initiative that we

hope to replicate in other
schools supported by TIKA.
The student-teacher ratio is
impressive, and it was worn-
derful to see the students so
happy and engaged.” Mr.
Basaran stated enthusiasti-
cally. He added, "The deep-
rooted brotherhood between
Turkey and Pakistan encour-
ages me to support more ini-
tiatives here, further strength-

ening our hond tIuan1 im-
pacrfu] collaboration.”

shown by Mr. Basaran and
TIKA, leaﬁirming our shared

belief in the transformative '

power of education. We look
forward to future opportuni-
ties to expand our efforts and
create a greater impact on our
students’ lives —RT

Tragic Incident in Karachi:
Child Suffocates To Death
In Locked Car

KARACHI: A heartbreak-
ing incident occurred in
the Gulistan-e-Johar Block
19 area of Karachi, where
two  children  became
trapped inside a parked
car, resulting in the suffo-
cation of one child, as re-
ported by media on Sun-
day

According to police re-
ports, the children, aged 3
and 4, climbed into the ve-
hicle while playing but
were unable to escape
once the doors locked
from the inside. Tragically,
3-year-old Rauf, son of
Hashar Ali, suffocated and
lost his life, while his 4-

year-old brother, Hassan,
was discovered uncon-
scious and rushed to the
hospital in critical condi-
tion

Palice responded promptly
o the seene after receiving no-
tification, and an investigation
into the incident is currentty un-
denway —RT/ Agency
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Condemns

Rana Sanaullah Strongly

Killing Of

Innocent Laborers In
Balochistan

ISLAMABAD: Adviser
to the Prime Minister on
Inter-Provincial Coordi-
nation and P cal Af-
fairs. Rana Sanaullah
strongly condemned the
brutal killing of labour-
ers in Panjgur, Balochis-
tan

He said in his state-
ment issued here on
Sunday, the killing of
innocent people like this
is the worst example of
terrorism.

There is a demand

from the Balochistan
government to bring
these beastly enemies of
humanity to justice and
make them face the con-

sequences.

In this hour of
grief, we express our
condolences to the
families of the de-
ceased. May the
Almighty grant the

martyrs a high place in
heaven and patience to the
bereaved, Rana Sanaullah
said —RT/Agency

Punjab Government Seeks
Three-Month Extension Of
Sectlon 144

LAHORE: The Punjab gov-

emment presented an amend-

ment bill in the provincial as-
sembly which would allow
the imposition of Section 144
for a minimum of three
months, media reported on
Sunday.

Pun:iab Minister for Fi- &
nance Mujtaba Shuja-ur- E5

Rehman presented the Code

!} of Criminal Procedure (Pun-

jab Amendment) Act 2024,
which seeks to amend the
Code of Criminal Procedure
%98, in the Punjab Assem-
bly on September 5.
Currently, the law allows
the provincial government to
impase Section 144 for a
maximum of two days, ex-
tendable to seven days, un-
less there is a threat to human
life, health, or safety
However, the proposed
amendment would empower
the deputy commissioner
(DC) to enforce a ban on

1
1
1
1
ILAHORE: Punjab Infor-
Imation Minister Azma
1 Bokhari warned the Khy-
ther Pakhtunkhwa Chief
1 Minister Ali Amin Ganda-
1 pur not to do vandalism in
j Punjab
Addressing a press
'curlference in Lahore on
Sunday, she said that no
one would be allowed to
do vandalism in Punjab
1" “The PTI violated the
Lsection 144 in
I Rawalpindi. Law will take
Vits course in case of vio-
llence and chaos," she

aid
She added that the rul-

Bokhari: Gandapur
Not Permitted To
Engage In Vandalism
In Punjab

ing party of KP is jealous
of the progress and devel-
opment being carried out

in Punjab

"Why don't you stage
protest in KP," Azma
asked

The provincial minister
said that there are over
30,000 seats vacant for
teachers in KP while the
number of public sector
universities are also on
the decline

According to Azma
Bokhari, Ali Amin Gand
pur wanted to create rifi
between the Punjabis and
Pakhtuns.—RT/Agency

public for up to 30
days, while the secretary of
the Home Diepartment could
impose the ban for as long as
90 days. The current law
grants the power to impose
Section 144 fo the office of
the mayor (or zila nazim),

who acts on a written recom-
mendation from the police.
The amendments, however,
propose transferring this au-
thomity to the deputy comm
sioner or the secretary of the
Home Department, while re-
moving the requirement for a
police recommendation. Mu-
jtaba, who tabled the

told media that the amend-
ments were introduced after
approval from the provincial
cabinet. He said that the pe-
riod of restriction under Sec-
tion 144 has been extended
because "it is neither desir-
able nor practicable to se
prior approval of the provin-
cial cabinet each time such a
ban needs to be imposed in
any district of Punjab.” "The
proposed amendments have
been introduced to addre;
grave and emergent situa-
tions that are likely to endan-

ger public peace and order.
They are intended to prevent
imminent breaches of peace
and provide a preventive ju-
risdiction and speedy remedy
in the public mterest," the
minister argued. For now, the
bill, has been referred to a
committee of the Punjab As-
sembly. It is also important to
note that violating Section
144 makes individuals liable
for prosecution, with penal-
ties ranging from ane to six
months’ imprisonment. A
2022 report by the Human
Rights Commission of Pak-
istan, titled "Freedom of
Peaceful Assembly in Pak-
istan”, referred to Section 144
as an "unchecked authority®,
enabling the provincial gov-

Green Energy Utilization Essential
For Addressing Environmental
Challenges, Says Ahsan Iqbal

LAHORE: Minister for
Planning Development &
Special Initiatives Ahsan
lgbal stressed on promotion
of green energy 10 mitigate
environmental challenges.

Addressing a ceremony
in Lahore, he highlighted
that the ECONOMY Was mov-
ing towards development
and the government was
taking measures to boost
the energy sector

Federal is
called that Pakistan faced
power challenges of load
shedding for long hours in
the past due to power short-
age

He claimed that their
government initiated en-
ergy projects under CPEC
10 resolve power woes
Iqbal emphasised on provi-
sion of cheap and eco-
friendly power alternatives
for all

Minister disclosed that

ning including alternative
energy sources to meet the
demand of power shortage

The process of reforms
in the energy sector was
going on, the planning min-
ister announced

He revealed that Pak-
istan was working with the
Central Asian state, Tajik-
istan, to meet the needs of
energy.

Ahsan Tgbal insisted
that climate change was the
higgest environmental
challenge and Pakistan
faced losses of billions in
flash floods in 2022 Plan-
ning and development minis
ter stressed for collective co-
operation of Asian countries
to mitigate the risks of cli-
mate change and other chal-
lenges, as it was inevitable for
regional development and
prosperity —RT/Agency

, Company

Iset a private construction
Lcompany ablaze in Musa
1 Khel area of Querta, media

As per derails, news sur-
faced that unknown armed
men abducted over 12 labor-
ers of a private construction
company in Musa Khel The
attackers stormed the com-
pany's camp last night, set
the machinery on fire, and

Armed Individuals
Set Fire To Private

In Quetta

kidnapped the workers.

According to district ad-
ministration officials, the ab-
ducted workers include driv-
ers and laborers. The incident
occurred i aiser Isot
area of Musa Khel

However, the Deputy
Commissioner refuted such
reports, saying that the work-
ers rushed to nearby areas 1o
save their life and later re-
tumed to the company
site —RT/Agency

JI Announces Plans To Halt
Electricity Bill Payments
Following October Referendum

|ISLAMAB*\D 1
Hami (J1) Pakistan staged a
I protest in Lahore against un-
1 just taxes on electricity bills
1and called for the t £l
1 tion of Independent Power
Producers (IPPs). The party
y also held a memonal prayer
y for Hezbollah leader Hassan
y Nastallah, who was recently
1 killed in an Israeli airstrike
i Beirut,

During  the protest,
! Deputy Amir Liagat Baloch
announced that a public ref-
erendum would be con-
ducted in October to ensure
Lcitizens' rights. He stated
Vthat the demonstration was a

v 1 clear message to the goven-

Iment that they could not
vade their commitments.

1 Baloch asserted that

| Prime  Minister Shahbaz

Sharif had completed nego-

tiations with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
and no obstacles were re-
maining for implementing
relief measures for the pub-
lic

General Secretary Amir
ul-Azeem of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami declared, "We will not
pay our bills. If the public
decides to stop payments,
the IPPs will be forced to re-
treat, and we will be suc-
cessful ™

Other leaders echoed his
sentiments, stating that the n
ing electricity costs have made
it impossible for citizens to
manage their bills. They
warned that if the government
failed to lower prices, they
would push for accountabil-

ity —RT/ Agency

Kundi: Region From Dera
Ismail Khan To Kohat
Designated As AN 0- -Go Zone

MULTAN Khyber
Pakhunkhwa — Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi has
stated that the area from
Dera Ismail Khan to Kohat
has become a "no-go area”

He emphasised that the
provineial government's au-
thority was absent in the re-
gion

Speaking 1o the media in
Multan, Kundi expressed
concerns over the increas-
ing wunrest in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, criticising
the provincial government
for its failure to establish

eace

He remarked that the
Chief Minister KP was too
occupied with rallies to ad-
dress these issues

Kundi claimed that al-
though the KP government
received 600 billion for se-
curity, yet the KP police
lacked the necessary re-
sources.

.

Kundi said that he had
invited all political leaders,
including PTI leaders, in
the province to sit together
to address these issues

He suggested drafting a
case to present to the fed-
eral govermnment, emphasis-
ing that it should be based
on reasoned arguments.

He underscored that
restoring peace and security
in the province was a prior-
ity and that he planned to

discuss this matter in detail
with the Prime ster

Additionally, he ac-
knowledged the challenges
within coalition govern-
ments but expressed a com-
mitment to resolving griev-
ances

Kundi noted that Chair-
man of the Pakistan Peoples
Party, Bilawal Bhutto, was ac-
tively campaigning for the es-
tablishment of constitutional
courts —RT/Agency

Terrorism Charges Filed Against
Gandapur and Imprisoned Imran

In Rawalp ndl

RAWALPINDI: A terrorism
case has been registered
against incarcerated PTI
founder Imran Khan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
in connection with protests
and vandalism n
Rawalpindi.

The case was filed at New
Town police station by Sub-
Inspector Umar Siddigque.

The charges included in-
terference in government op-
erations, rioting, and an at-
tack on a govemment vehicle

ith a petrol bomb, along
provisions related to
conspiragy to commit van-
dalism.

The FIR named Imran

Khan, Ali Amin Gandapur,
and 45 other leaders and ac-
tivists.

According to the FIR, the
aceused obstructed public ac-
cess by burning tires and

culties
ted that
¢ engaged in arson and
slone -throwing, making it

challenging for police per-
sonnel to protect themselves.
Police officials reported that
five suspects were arrested
at the scene. including
Khalil, Imran, Sadaqat,
Yaseen, and Tahir. A petrol
bottle was recovered from
the possession of the suspect
Tahir—RT/ Agency
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nce again, Pakistan's economy finds it-

self under the stewardship of yet an-

other finance minister trying to reassure

a weary nation. Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb has boldly proclaimed
that the current IMF programme will be the coun-
try's last, signaling a push toward a "homegrown"
reform agenda. His message, laden with talk of
tax reforms, climate financing, and a shift toward
an export-led economy, strikes all the right chords.
Yet, it feels all too familiar—another politician
promising transformative change, another set of
"tough decisions" with no guarantee of execution.
Pakistanis have heard this rhetoric before. The
nation has been through 24 IMF programmes

Spin or Substance?
since 1950, each one promising to be the last, and
each one failing to deliver the sustained growth
and stability that was envisioned. The bitter truth

and broken promises have eroded public trust. The
citizens are tired of hearing that better days are
just around the corner while they struggle with in-
flation, unemployment, and the consequences of

REGISE
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is that no economic reform, no matter how well-
conceived, can succeed without political stability
and genuine accountability. Without these, the
economy remains a ship adrift, vulnerable to
shocks, and reliant on international lenders to stay
afloat.

Moreover, the current government's credibility
is questionable at best. Decades of failed policies

political mismanagement. For any meaningful
progress, the finance minister must not only focus
on numbers and reforms but also on restoring faith
in the system itself—an uphill battle, but one cru-
cial to Pakistan's economic future.

Real reform demands more than words—it re-
quires a fundamental change in governance, a
clear break from the political chaos of the past.
Without that, Aurangzeb’s promises will be just
another spin in an endless cycle of unmet expecta-
tions.

REGIENAL TIMES!
]

THE
HEARTLAND

HYDERABAD: Members and leaders of the Majlis

‘ahdat-ul-Muslimeen (VMWM)

are holding a protest demonstration against the Killing of Hassan Nasrallah in

Lebanon-RT

Injustice Prevails In Central Jail
Hyderabad: Sub-Inspector Muneer
Allegedly Exploiting Prisoners

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: Alarming
reports have emerged from
Central Jail Hyderabad,
where Sub-Inspector Muneer
is allegedly acting as the de-
facto superintendent, impos-
ing illegal fees and exploiting
prisoners. According to mul-
tiple sources, including a
death-row inmate, Ali Has-
san Chandio, Muneer is ac-
cused of robbing half of the
goods brought by prisoners'
relatives and levying exces-
sive charges for basic jail fa-
cilities

Inmates have reported
that Sub-Inspector Muneer
charges prisoners for the
malfunctioning of essential
utilities such as donkey mo-
tors, light bulbs, and other
items, which should be main-
tained by the prison adminis-
tration. Those who resist pay
ing these illegal fees are
subject to physical punish-
ment by a group of inmates
allegedly loyal to Muneer.

Speaking to The Regional
Times, Ali Hassan Chandio,
who has been imprisoned for
10 years on what he claims
are politically motivated
charges, shared a grim ac-

count of life inside the jail.
“We are treated like animals.
Basic human facilities are de-
nied to us, and anyone who
speaks out is brutally pun-
ished,” Chandio lamented.

He explained that except
for a select few prisoners, fa-
vored by Muneer, every in-
mate is charged exorbitant
amounts for basic privileges
Chandio disclosed that pris-
oners are being asked to pay
thousands of rupees for serv-
ices that should be provided
free of cost. "Before Muneer,
we were charged 200 rupees
per month for cable TV, but
now we are forced to pay 800
rupees. If a prisoner wants to
have a TV in his cell, the fee
is a staggening 30,000 rupees,
which is a clear violation of
the law:"

In addition to these illegal
charges, Muneer has al-

pay- legedly started a Public Call

Office (PCO) within the jail.
where inmates are charged
50 rupees per minute for
phone calls, and an additional
1,500 rupees as an arbitrary
fee to make the call

Another troubling ac-
count comes from a 30-year-
old prisoner who has com-
pleted his graduation in Mass

Communication while serv-
ing a 14-year sentence. He,
along with other inmates, has
appealed to the Sindh High
Court, Provincial Minister
for Prisons, Chief Minister
Sindh, and human rights or-
panizations to take urgent
legal action against the ongo-
ing exploitarion and brutality
inside Central Jail Hyder-
abad

Chandio further high-
lighted that, under the 2019
law amendments, prisoners
are supposed to be allowed
freedom of movement within

the jail premises from dawn | |

to dusk. However, Muneer
has imposed his cwn unlaw-
ful rules, restricting prisoners
to just ane hour of outdoor
time unless they are part of
his favored group, who are
given unrestricted move-
ment

The prisoners, feeling
abandoned and hopeless,
have made desperate calls for
authorities to intervene and
restore the rule of law in the
jail. They demand justice and
an end to the illegal profiteer-
ing and inhumane treatment
they face daily at the hands
of those entrusted with their
care

HYDERABAD: Pakistan Nazr\-al‘l Party leader, Syed Hamza Va

party leaders is addressing a press conference at |

along with other

Hyderabad press club.-RT

Sanghar Police Crack
Down On Drug
Trafficking, Arrest 14

-3 Suspected Dealers

By Mumtaz Ali Thahim .

TANDO ADAM: In a major
offensive against the drug
trade, Sanghar District Police
have intensified their crack-
down, leading to the arrest of
14 suspected drug dealers
and the recovery of signifi-
cant quantities of illicit sub-
stances. The operations, car-
ried out across the district,
aim to dismantle drug net-
works and enhance public
safety.

In one notable raid, SHO

|| Tando Adam, Inayatullah Ja-

mali, and his team inter-
cepted a suspicious Alto car

nearly 5 maunds of raw to-
baceo, typically used in the
production of mawa gutka, a
harmtul substance. The vehi-
cle, believed to be part of a
larger drug transportation
network, was confiscated as
evidence.

In a separate operation,
SHO Khadro Zakir Hussain
Solangi arrested a suspect,
Habib-ur-Rehman Brohi, re-
covering an illegal TT pistol
in the process. The suspect is

(| believed to be involved in

criminal activities linked to

| drug tratficking in the area.

Other coordinated police
actions across the district in-

volved the efforts of SHO
Jam Nawaz Ali Zulfiqar Ali
Pahi, SHO Bairani Waseem
Ahmed Arbab, and SHO
Nawabad Ahmed Khaskheli
in addition to SHO Khadro
Zakir Hussain Solangi. Their
teams successfully appre-
hended several drug dealers,
including  Abdul  Basit
Baloch, Muhammad ‘fousuf

|| outrage over police brutal-
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| ing a protest demonsiration for the accepiance of their demands, at the Hyderabad
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Protest By All Pakistan Marri
Ittehad In Tando Adam

| Against Police Killing Of Youth

By Mumtaz Ali Thahim

TANDO ADAM: The All
Pakistan Mari Ithad staged
a large protest rally out-
side the Tando Adam
Press Club, led by Qadir
Balkchsh Mari, to denounce
the alleged extrajudicial
killing of Yasin Mari, a §
young man reportedly
murdered in a staged po-
lice encounter. The rally
drew significant attention
as protesters voiced their death be held accountable,
calling for their swift ar-
rest and severe punish-
ment. They also urged au-
thorities to take a stand
against extrajudicial
killings, emphasizing that
juS[ICE must be served to
prevent further abuses of
power by law enforcement
agencies.

The rally concluded
with a strong message
from the Mari Ithad and
allied groups, vowing to
continue their fight for
Justice until the perpetra-
action tors are brought to justice

The protesters de- and reforms are intro-
manded that those respon- duced to curb police vio-
sible for Yasin Mari's lence

killing of the vouth

Qadir Bakhsh Mari re-
vealed that a formal case
has been filed against sev-

iy and demanded justice
for the slain youth

During the protest, key
speakers including Taluka
President Qadir Bakhsh
Mari and JSOM District
Sanghar organizer Allah-
dad Mari shared details of
the tragic incident. Ac-
cording to them, Yasin
Mari was arrested in
Karachi a year ago and
subsequently killed in
what they called a fabri-
cated police encounter in
Mawahshah. The speakers
accused law enforcement
officers of orchestrating
the encounter to cover up

Tunio and SHO QuThan
Kalhoro, for their alleged
involvement in the en-
counter. In addition to the
legal case, the Mari Ithad
has submitted a petition to
the High Court, demand-
ing the immediate arrest of
the accused officers and
calling for stringent legal

Mazhg.r Ali Bhatti, Muham-
mad Aslam Mehr, Riaz
Ahmed Mughal, Ram Chand
Sochi, Babio Karyo, Sunil
Megwar, Amir Ali, and
Imam Bakhsh.
During the operations,
police recovered 154 liters of
locally produced liguor,
along with 330 packets of
harmful gutka, which have
been linked to widespread
health concerns in the region.
The Sanghar District Po-
lice, under the leadership of

senior officials, are commit- |
ted to continuing these oper- | &

ations to eradicate drug traf-
ficking and associated
criminal activities,

The intensified crack-
down is part of a broader

slrak.gy To ensure the sdh,t}
and of

sc,ndlng a c,\c,ar message to
those involved in the illicit
drug trade

H] amd leaders of the Jamaat-e-1slami {J1) are ho

a protest

gainst prolonged electricity load shedding and inflated electric-
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Pakistan women's team
gears up for Asian
Netball Championship
2024 in India

FAISAL AB -‘\D Pakistan
women's team would feature
in the Asian Netball Champi-
onship, scheduled to take
place in India. from October
18 to 27, sources confirmed
on Sunday.

Sources told Geo News
that the Pakistan Sports
Board (PSB) has issued a
No-Objection  Certificate
(NOC), allumng the national
women's team to compete in
the event

Meanwhile, the Pakistan
Netball Federation (PNF)
also submitted visa applica-
tions for the team and offi-
cials, who are expected to
travel to India in the coming
weeks.

A total of 12 players and
five officials are likely to

represent Pakistan in the

tournament.  Furthermore,
sources claimed that the fed-
eration has also sought PSB's
approval for the national
team’s budget.

Among the prospective
players, some British-Pak-
istani athletes were also
being considered for the
squad.

Sources added that while
the diaspora players have
started their training in
the United Kingdom
(UK), the Pakistan-based
players will resume camp
once the budget is ap-
proved

The Asian Netball Cham-
pionship will be held in Ben-
galuru, India from October
18 t0 27. —Agency

No talks with PCB over Pakistan
players' assocmtlon WCA CEO

World Cricketers' Associa-
tion (WCA) Chief Execu-
tive Tom Moffat has clari-
fied that the cricketers'
association is not involved
in any discussions regarding
the formation of a players'
association in Pakistan.

In a recent interview

with Cricket Pakistan, Mof- S

fat emphasized that the de-
cision to establish a players'
association is solely in the
hands of the Pakistan play-
ers and the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB).

While the WCA main-
tains regular dialogue with
various  stakeholders in
waorld cricket, the topic of a
players’ association in Pak-
istan has not been a focal
point of their discussions
with the PCB

“We engage with various
stakeholders  in world
cricket, including adminis-

trators around the world,"
Moffat stated.

"Our discussions with
PCE have focused on po-
tential collaboration and
various areas in which we
may be able to align and
work together, and there has
been no discussion on form-

ing a players' association

Pakistan. A players' assoc
ation in Pakistan is a deci-
sion for the players to take

along with the PCB."

The WCA chief execu-
tive expressed his admira-
tion for Pakistan’s rich
cricketing history and reit-
erated the organization's
commitment to supporting
the development of the
game in the country.

He also highlighted the
WCA's existing partner-
ships with prominent Pak-
istani figures like Sana Mir,

a member of the WCA
Board, and Imran F‘hlﬂﬂd
Khan, the head of Apex
Sports.

"Pakistan is an important
cricket country with an
amazing history and we
want to ensure we can help
players and support the
game there wherever possi-
ble," Moffat said. \\e have
always had a good relation-
ship with the PCB around
the PSL, and hope that the
relationship only continues
to strengthen and grow."

"We already work
closely with Sana Mir, who
is on our Board, and Apex
Sports led by Imran Ahmad
Khan, both of whom have
great experience in a range
of areas. We look forward
to more regular contact with
the PCB and other impor-
tant stakeholders," he con-
cluded. —Agency

Robert Sanchez addresses mistakes
after Chelsea's win over Brighton

Chelsea extended their un-
beaten run_in the Premier
League with a 4-2 win
against Brighton & Hove Al-
bion, but goalkeeper Robert
Sanchez came under scrutiny
for mistakes that led to both

Pakistani golfer
finishes runner-up in
ADT Championship

CAMBODIA Pakistan's
emerging golfer Ahmad Baig
secured second place at the
Asian Development Tour
(ADT) Championship held in
Cambodia, delivering a
strong performance over the
four-day event with a 19-
under-par finish

Baig showcased his talent
by posting 2-under, T-under,
and two consecutive S-under
rounds on the final rwo days.

Despite leading after the
first three rounds, Thailand's
Nopparat Panichphoel edged
Baig out with a final round of
T-under, finishing just one
stroke ahead ro claim the
title.

The championship, witha
total prize pool of $100,000,

; Baig take home $11,500
for his second-place finish

His impressive showing
has now moved him up the
ADT rankings, where he cur-
rently holds the second spot
averall

According 1o the Pakistan
Golf Federation (PGF), this
achievement marks a 5
cant milestone in Bai

temational career, drawing
praise from golf’ enthusiasts
and experts

"This achievement not
only highlights Ahmad's skill
and perseverance but also
propels him to 2nd place on
the Asian Development Tour,
with cumulative eamings of
USD 46,772.95. His consi
tent performances through-
out the wumament have
drawn praise from golfing

h and professionals

of Brighton's woals,

Brighton's Georginio Rutter

opened the scoring afte
Sanchez rushed off his |
leaving space for Rutter IU
capitalize on the error. The
Seagulls' second goal came
when Sanchez mistakenly
passed the ball o Brighton's
Carlos Baleba, who raced
through to score.

Despite these mistakes,
Sanchez redeemed himsell
with several strong saves

throughout the match, help-
ing Chelsea maintain their

lead. After the game,

Sanchez took to Instagram to  they help me, this is how we feels the fitt

address his performance,
stat “Mistakes happen -
we're 1II human, except the
legend Cole Palmer. Thank

you fans_... This group can
achieve big things together!
One day 1 help, the next day

ErOW 88 8 team.”

Sanchez's statistics for
the match include four
saves, four successful

runouts, and a 71% pass-
ing accuracy. He also
completed four out of 18
long balls and made one
critical error leading to a
goal. Despite the pressure.
Sanchez remains trusted
by Chelsea manager Enzo
Maresca, who is unlikely
to drop him ahead of a
busy schedule with Euro-
pean and domestic cup
fixtures on the horizon.

Sanchez reassured fans
that he's in peak physical
condition. saving he
he has
been in two years, which
should benefit the team
during this demanding
period —Agency

Panthers beat Markhors to win
Champions One-Day Cup final

FAISALABAD: Panthers de-
feated Markhors by five
wickets in the final to win the
first-edition of Champions
Ome-Day Cup at Faisalabad's
Igbal Stadium

Shadab Khan-led Pan-
thers chased down the 123-
run target in 18 overs after
they dismantled the Mark-
hors' batting lineup in just
33.4 overs,

Earlier, Markhors opted
to bar first and could post a
e total. Zain Abbas

alike,"
PGF.
In addition to his success
in Cambodia, Ahmad re-
cently cut in the Asian Tour's
International Series Mo-
rocco, earning an additional
USD 20,300, further cement-
s standing in the inter-
national golf scene
With this stellar per-
formance, Ahmad continues

reads a message by

was the first 1o depar, caught
by Umar Siddiq off Moham-
mad Hasnain's bowling for 6
runs from & balls. Fakhar
Zaman provided a brief
spark, scoring 46 off 49 de-
liveries,  including  five
boundaries and a six, before
falling to Sajid Khan, caught
by Rizwan Mehmood
Kamran Ghulam was dis-
missed cheaply for 2 runs,

trapped leg-before- \\Lckel by
All Raza, lea\.nu_ the Mark-
hors at 26/2 early in the in-
nings. Haseebullah Khan and
Bismillah Khan attempted 1o
steady the innings, contribus-
ing 27 and 16 runs, respec-
ely, but both fell before
they could anchor the team.
Haseebullah was bowled by
Sajid Khan, while Bismillah
was caught by Abdul Ban-
galzai off Arafat Minhas
kipper Iftikhar Ahmed, ex-

1)&0[ed 1o provide stabilir
was dismissed for just 3 nns,
falling leg-before 1o Hasnain

out scor ing,

off  Hasnai
Lower-order resi
minimal, with only Zahid
Mahmood, who remained not
out on 7, and Akif Javed,
who hit a quickfire § off 8
balls. —Agency The tail col-
lapsed quickly as Moham-
mad Imran and Shahnawaz

Dahani  were  dismissed
cheaply by Arafat Minhas
Hasnain and Minhas took
three each while Sajid took
two scalps. In reply, the Pan-
thers successfully chased
down the target in 18 overs
but encountered a few obsta-
cles along the way. Umar
Siddiq provided a steady stant
but was bowled by Shah-
nawaz Dahani after scoring
19 off 21 balls. His opening
parmer, Abdul Bangalzai,
contributed a solid 41 off 43
deliveries, including five
boundaries and two
fiore being caught by wicket-

g keeper Bismillah Khan off

Mohammad Imran. Sajid
Khan added 15 rums from 13
balls but was trapped lbw by
Akif Javed, while Usman
Khan chipped in with a brisk
13 off & balls before falling to
Akif Javed, caught by Zain
Abbas —Agency

Pakistan's Asim Khan
wins World Tour
squash title in US

VIRGINIA: Pakistan's top
squash player, Muhammad
Asim Khan, secured his first
career World Tour title by -
umphing at the Char-
lottesville Open  Squash
Champicnship 2024

Held in the US state of
Virginia, Asim defeated top-
seeded English player Nick
‘Wall in an intense 65-minute
final.

The match saw Asim lose
the first game 12-14 but
make a remarkable come-
back to win the next three
games 12-10, 11-5, and 11-6,
clinching the title in
thrilling 3-1 victory. The win
brings great pride to Pakistan
as it marks Asim's debut
World Tour championship

=

triumph.

The Charlottesville Open,

featuring a total prize pool of
$28.750, was a significant
milestone in Asim Khan's ca-
reer.

With this victory, he also
gained 500 ranking peints,
which are expected 10 boost
his global standing.

Asim's performance re-
flects the resurgence of
squash talent in Pakistan, a
nation with a rich history in
the sport

Legendary squash cham-
pion Jahangir Khan once
dominated the international
squash scene, and Asim's re-
cent success adds to the
country’s legacy in the
sport.—Agency

Mohammad Yousaf
resigns as Pakistan
team selector

LAHORE: After serving for
about six months in the ca-
pacity, former cricketer Mo-
hammad Yousaf on Sunday
stepped down as a member
of the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) selection com-
mittee "due to personal rea-
sons

Ina statement, Yousaf
said he was proud (o play his
part in growth of the na-
tional squad. He wished the
team all the best, saying he
had faith in the players' tal-
ent

"T announce my resigna-
tion as a selector for the
Pakistan cricket team due to
persenal reasons. Serving
this incredible team has
been a profound privilege,
and I am proud to have con-
tributed to the growth and
success of Pakistan Cricket

T have immense faith in
the talent and spirit of our
players, and Wish our team
all the best as they continue
1o strive for greaness,” he
wrote on X.

On the other hand, con-
firming Yousuf's resigna-
tion, the PCE said the for-
mer cricket great took this
decision 10 focus on other
key responsibilities within
the ericket board

"The PCB expresses its
sincere gratitude to Moham-
mad Yousuf for his invalu-
able contributions during his

_—

}-_‘Ls

tenure as a selection com-
mittee member. Yousul® will
continue to play a pivotal
role at the PCB, sharing his
extensive knowledge and
experience as the batting
coach at the High Perfor-
mance Centr said the
PCB spokesperson
Yousuf was the head
coach of the Pakistan U19
side that finished third in the
ICC U19 Men's Cricket
World Cup 2024 in South
Africa, the official added
Yousals was appoinied as
a member of the Pakistan
team's selection commirtee
in March this vear
PCB Chairman Mohsin
Nagvi on March 24 an-
nounced a reorganised na-
tional selection commirtee
comprising seven members.
Speaking during a press
conference in  Lahore,
Naqvi had said that the
commirtee would not have
a chairman and all seven
members would have equal
powers —Agency

1o position himself as one of
the top emerging players in
the region. His joumey is one
to watch as he competes for
even greater accolades on the
international stage." the PGF
said —Agency
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Jennifer Lopez hiding
resentment amid Ben
Affleck divorce

Jennifer Lopez is re-
portedly deeply hurt as
she going to be di-
vorced for the fourth
time

Even though Jennifer
Lopez and Ben Affleck
are maintaining an ami
i n front of
the cameras, this image
is reportedly just for
their kids and nothing
maore.

Recently, an insider
shared with In Touch
Weekly, "Jennifer would
never make a scene in
public.”

They went on to men-
tion, "Especially in front
of their kids, but she has
50 much resentment.”

She's made it plain

|

she'll never forgive Bel
for being such a cold-
hearted j***." the source
continued

In addition to this, the
confidante claimed that
Jennifer believes that
i up on the mar-
riage in such a savage
manner,” after which
they moved on to the
next discussion.

This report comes
after the duo, once
called "Bennifer,” were

papped as they packed
on PDA on l4th of Sep-
tember. The pair was
sighted cozying up to
each other less than a
month after the
songstress filed for di-
vorce from the actor

Jennifer Aniston sets the record
straight on her 'Friends' dress

Jennifer Aniston, famed
for her role as Rachel Green
in the hit show, Friends, has
clarified the confusion
among fans.

Taking to  Instagram
Story, Aniston clarified the
colour of a famous dress
waorn by her character in the
show.

The confusion started

when Max shared images

celebrating the 30th anniver-
sary of the beloved sitcom.

The image shared on In-
stagram were from the
iconic episode The One
Where No One's Ready,
where Rachel wears a mint
green dress while Ross
{David Schwimmer) tries to
wet their friends ready for a
black-tie event.

However, the new 4K

§ f
version of the episode
showed the dress appearing
as baby blue, leading to con-
fusion amonyg fans.

One fan commented, "Ok
what's the real color of that
dress?" while another added,

"Wait, the dress wasn't
green, was my life a lie”
Aniston  quickly ad-

dressed the issue in now-ex-
pired Instagram Stoty, stat-

4
ing, "For the record, the
dress was mint green,” as

quoted by the Entertainment
Weekly.

The actress’ character
Rachel Green became a
fashion icon during the
show's ten seasons from
1994 to 2004, known for her
stylish outfits while working
at Bloomingdale's and Ralph
Lauren
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Thari Mirwah Organizations
Protest Against Israeli
Brutality And The Killing Of
Syed Hassan Nasrullah

SpaceX launches rescue
mission to bring home
stranded astronauts

By M Igbal Soomro

THARI MIRWAH: In a pow-
erful response to Israeli ag-
gression and the unjust
killing of Hezbollah leader
Syed Hassan Nasrullah,
Shia organizations in
Thari Mirwah organized a
large-scale rally. express-
ing their outrage and soli-
darity with the oppressed.
The protest march, which
started from the Imambar-
gah, was led by several
prominent figures, includ-
ing Maulana Asad Ali
Shar, President of the Shia
Ulema Council District
Khairpur Maulana Zahoor
Hussain Jalbani, Maulana
Nabi Bakhsh Danish,
Maulana Raza Hussain
Rizwani, Zainwar Singar
Ali Manghar, Wagaar Hus-
sain  Manghar, Faiz
Muhammad Soomro, and
athers

The procession made
its way through the city
streets, drawing signifi-
cant attention as it culmi-
nated at the Thari Mirwah
Press Club. Here, a pas-
sionate protest was held

against Israel and the
ing their roles in the ongo-
ing violence in the Middle
East. The leaders, address-
ing the crowd, declared
that the world is witness-
ing a global outery, with
every sensitive heart
mourning and every eye
shedding tears of blood
over the atrocities being
committed

The speak

rs empha-

sized that the residents of

Thari Mirwah, like many
across the glebe, have
taken to the streets to raise
their voices against the
murder of an oppressed

leader, Syed Hassan Nas.

United States, condemn- rullah, and to denounce §

the brutal actions of Israel

for continued protests
until justice is served. The
protest was not only a
demenstration of local sup-
port for the Palestinian and
Lebanese people but also
reflection of the broade

leaders vowed to keep their
struggle alive and urged the
Muslim world to unite
against the injustices being
carried out in the region.

MOU Signing Ceremony Held
To Enhance Medical Services

At DHQ Hospltal TMK

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO  MUHAMMAD
KHAN: A significant step to-
wards improving healthcare

in Tando Muhammad Khan
|

was marked by the sig
of a Memorandum of Und
standing (MOU) between
DU} Hospital  Tando
Muhammad Khan and the
Fatimid Foundation. The
ceremony, held at Fatimid's
Head Office in Karachi, aims
to strengthen pathology serv-
ices and provide free blood
transfusions to thalassemia
patients at DHQ Hospital
The partnership seeks to

enhance medical services,
offering crucial support 1o
patients sulTering from tha-
lassemia and other blood dis-

orders. As part of the agree- trict Health Officer; Dr
ment, the Fatimid Shahla Gul Shah, Medical
Foundation will ensure that Superintendent  of DHQ

freg-of-cost pathology serv-
ices are provided to patients,
significantly easing the fi-
nancial burden on the under-
served population in the re-
gion.  Additionally, the
initiative is expected to im-

Hospital Tando Muhammad
Khan; and several key fig-
ures from the Fatimid Foun-
dation and the hospiral, in-
cluding Dr. Amir  Ali
Channa, Mr. Wazir Ali Ab-
basi, Administrator Fatimid

main viable in the long r
and logistical challenges
may arise in scaling services
across neighboring areas.

In his address, MNA
Syed Naveed Qamal lauded
the collaboration, emphasiz-

1
ing that such initiatives are

crucial in addressing the
healthcare disparities in rural

SpaceX rocket lifted off
with two passengers on Sat-
urday to retrieve two Ameri-
can astronauts stranded on
the International Space Sta-
ion (ISS) for months, ac-
cording to Nasa.

The Falcon 9 rocket lifted
ff from Cape Canaveral,
Florida, at 1:17pm, carrying
Nasa astronaut Nick Hague

nd Russian cosmonaut

lexander Gorbunov to the

SS.
1 The mission, Crew-9, fea-
liures two empty seats in-
Btended to return Butch
Wilmore and Suni Williams,
who have been stranded on
the 1SS for months due to is-

sugs mlh thelr Boeing-de-
signed Starliner spacecraft

“Congrats to Nasa and
SpaceX on a successful
launch,” NASA chief Bill
Nelson wrote on X. “We live
in an exciting period of ex-
ploration and innovation in
the stars.” Wilmore and
Williams, originally intended
for an eight-day stay, had
their mission extended after
propulsion problems forced
Nasa to reconsider their re-

170 dead in Nepal floods after
relentless monsoon rains

KATHMANDL: Residents
of Nepal's flood-hit capital
returned to their mud-caked
homes on Sunday to survey
the wreckage of devastating
floods that have killed at
least 170 people across the
Himalayan republic.

Deadly rain-related floods
and landslides are common
across South Asia during the
monsoon season from June
to September. but experts say
climate change is increasing
their frequency and severity

Entire neighbourhoods in
Kathmandu were inundated
over the weekend with flash
floods reported in rivers
coursing through the capital
and extensive damage to
highways connecting the city
with I.he resl of Nepal.

ministry
spokesmm Rishi Ram Tiwari
told AFP that bulldozers were

being used to clear several
highways that had been
blocked by debris, cutting
Kathmandu off from the rest
of the country.

"More than 3,000 people
have been rescued," he
added.

At least 36 of those killed
were aboard three vehicles
and were buried alive when
earth from a landslide ca-
reened into a highway south

of Kathmandu, Nepal Police
spokesman Dan Bahadur
Karki told AFP:

The valley in which the
capital sits recorded 240mm
{9.4 inches) of rain in the 24
hours to Saturday morning,
the country's weather bureau
told the Kathmandu Post
newspaper. It was the highest

rainfall recorded in Kath-
mandu since at least 1970,
the report said —Agency

tumn plans. “We know that |
this launch is a bit unique in
moving from the pl.m for
crew members to two,” noted
Nasa Associate Administra- |
tor Jim Free —Agency

Israel strikes Houthi
I targets in Yemen after
killing Hezbollah

leader in

Israel said it bombed
Houthi targeis in Yemen on
unday, expanding ils con-
1 frontation with Tran's allies in
1 the region after killing the
1 Tezbollah leader Sayyed
1 Hassan Nasrallah on Friday
1 an escalating confl
Lebanon. The airstrikes on
I‘remens port of Hodeidah

were in response to Houthi
Dissile attacks on Tsragl in
1 recent days, Tsrael said, amid
1 fizars that Middle East fight-
ng could spin out of control
1 and draw in Iran and Israel's
§ main ally the United States
‘he strikes ook place as Is-
1 r2el antacked more targets in
1 Lebanon, where its intensify-
ng bombardment over rwo

top Hezbollah leaders and
driven hundreds of thousands

REGI
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Lebanon

Deleb in the south and 21
people in Baalbek-Hermel in 1
the east and that 14 medics
had been killed in airstrikes
over the past two days, Is-
raeli drones hovered over
Beirut overnight and for |
much of Sunday, with the
loud blasts of new airstrikes |
echoing around the Lebanese 1

1(COAS)

FBR Expected To Extend Deadline
For Tax Return Submissions

WSL.-\\-'IAB‘\D The Federal
! Burcau of Revenue (FER) is
likely to extend the deadline
for the submission of tax re-
tumns following the meeting
of Chief of Army Staff
General  Asim
Munir with the business
community in  Karachi,
media reported on Sunday

ources within the FBR
y that the deadline for fil-
i income tax retums for the
year 2023-24 is likely o be
3 dlays for indi-
viduals, associations of per-
sons, businessmen and com-
panies.

The development comes
after the tax authority, last
week, ruled out any exten-
sion by the September 30
deadline.

"Historically, a facility

weeks has killed a string of

capital. Hezbollah and Israel 1used to be given [to the
have been trading fire across | masses] by extending the
the border since the start of y overall deadline. However,
the war in Gaza, which was j this time the decision has
triggered by the Oct. 7 attack | been made that the date [for
by Hamas militants. Yemen's § submission of tax returns]
Houthis have launched spo- ¢ will not be extended and Sep-
radic atwacks on Israel rember 30 will be the last
throughout that time and dis- © date to file tax retums,” FBR
rupted Red Sea shipping. Is- | spokesperson Bakhtiar
rael rapidly ramped up its a- - Muhammad had said while
tacks on Hezbollah two | speaking to media.

weeks ago with the declared Acknowledging  that
zoal of making northern 1 some filers may find it diffi-
areas safe for residents to re- | cult to submit their retums

prove the overall quality of
care, which has been a press-
eed in the area

(he event was graced by
MNA Syed Naveed Qamar
Zaman Shah, former Federal
Minister, who artended as the
Chief Guest. Other promi-
nent attendees included Dr
Waleed bin Azhar, CEO of
Fatimid Foundation Pak-
istan; Mr. Shahzaib Shaikh,
Deputy Commissioner
Tando Muhammad Khan;
Dr. Sadig Ali Khuwaja, Dis-

TMK, and other healthcare
professionals.

While this MOU marks a
significant step forward in
improving healthcare serv-
ices, challenges remain. On
the positive side, this parr-
nership will likely lead 0 en-
hanced medical facilities,
free blood transfusions, and
benter access to vital health
services for the region’s poor
However, the initiative will
need sustained financial and
operational support 1o re-

areas like Tando Muhammad ¥ of people from their homes.

Khan, He urged all stake-
holders to continue their ef-
forts in ensuring that no pa-
tient is left untreated due o a
lack of resources

The partnership betwesn
the Fatimid Foundation and
DH() Hospital is expected
10 serve as a model for
other hospitals in similar re-
sions, potentially driving
broader improvements
healthcare  infrastrucrure
across Pakistan

Dr. Muhammad Suleman G.
Abro Honored At International
Leadershlp Conference

By Sajan Jani

SHAHDADPUR: In a mo-
ment of immense pride for
the community, Dr Muham-
mad Suleman G Abro,
Founder and CEO of
SAFWCO  Microfinance
Company (Pvt.) Ltd, was
recognized with multiple
prestigious accolades at the
Masterminds Business
School International Leader-
ship Award and Conference
held in Dubai. His excep-
tional leadership and contri-
butions to the development
sector have earned him in-
ternational acclaim.

At the event, Dr. Abro re-
ceived an Honorary Dactor-
ate in Philosophy (Ph.D.)
Leadership (honoris causa)
for his outstanding work in
advancing social develop-
ment and empowering un-
derserved communities. This
honorary degree acknowl-
edges his efforts to drive im-
pactful change in society
through microfinance and
social uphftment programs.

Additionally, Dr. Abro
was presented with the
Leadership Excellence in Fi-
nance Award, a recognition

His innowvative strategies in
microfinance have not only
transformed the financial
landscape for rural commu-
nities but also promoted eco-
nomic self-reliance among

Dr.
hanced his expertise by
completing an  Executive
MBA in Leadership & Man-
agement, reflecting his com-

Abro further en-

of his exemplar
in the financial sector.

mitment to co
ing  and

CAIm-
professional

development. This accom-
plishment has strengthened
his leadership skills, equip-
ping him to better guide or-
ganizations toward sustain-
able growth and long-term
success. These honors serve
as a testament to Dr. Abro's
cation to excellence and
his impactful leadership.
The local community of

Shahdadpur celebrates these

significant achievements,
anticipating even greater
contributions from him in
the future,

Lebanon's Health Ministry
aid Israeli strikes on Sunday

turn 1o their homes, killing 1
much of the group's leader- 1

before the due date, the
spokesperson said such peo-

ple can reach out 1o their re-
spective tax commissioners
and seek an individual exten-
sion as provisioned in the
law.

They can secure an exlen-
sion owing to their specific
reasons, however, the dead-
line will not be pushed be-
yond September 30 for the
entire country overall, he
added

However, the tax body is
mulling extending the dead-
line after the business com-
munity, during their meeting
with the army chief, sug-
gested that the FBR should
create convenience for busi-
nessmen instead of difficul-
ties.

The meeting in question
refers o COAS General
Munir's  Karachi  visit
wherein he interacted with
the business community and
hailed their contributions to-
wards the country's economic
growth, the Inter-Services

Fublic Relations (ISPR) said
in a statement on Friday,
President of the Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FPCCIT) Atif Tkram has also
requested FBR Chairman
Rashid Mahmood Langriyal
and his team to extend the re-
turns filing date to October
15. Tkram said that he was in
constant contact with the
FBR on his suggestion and
noted that the last date for
filing annual tax retums for
individuals should be ex-
tended to October 15 so that
maximum tax retums could
be filed and difficulties
faced by taxpayers could be
eased. Meanwhile, FBR
sources say that its offices
will remain open on Sunday
and Monday and banks and
tax offices will colleer tax
returns till pm on Monday
and ensure that no citizen
misses out on filing 1ax re-
turns.—RT/Agency

had killed 24 people in Ain
ba

ship.—Agency

MORO: A significant rally
was held at the Central
Imambargah Hussaini, or-
ganized by the Anjuman
Hussaini, Shia Rabta Coun-
<il, and Asgharia Organiza-
tion, in collaboration with the
Shia Ulema Council, to ex-
press solidarity with the op-
pressed Palestinians and
Lebanese. The gathering also
condemned the martyrdom
of Hezbollah leader Syed
Hassan Nasrullah, calling at-
tention to the ongoing agz-
gression in the region

The rally was led by no-

Shia Organizations Rally
In Support Of Palestinian
And Lebanese Victims

Let’s WASH Out Dengue

for the liberation of Al-Quds
and to stand with the op-
pressed people in the region.

The speakers declared
that martyrdom is a divine

Hussaini, vowing to continue
their support for the op-
pressed until the last drop of
their blood is shed. They em-
phasized the need for unwa-
vering solidarity among
Muslims and called for prac-
tical actions to defend the
rights of Palestinians and
Lebanese victims of aggres-
sion

In puwt.rtul speech:
leaders cr ed the

Kashif Buriro, Ghaibi Joyo,
Shahzad Sarhivo, Babar
Urmnarani, and Syed Wajid Ali
Shah. Prominent leaders
from the Citizens Union, in-
cluding Aslam Ameen Arain,
Badar Memon, and Jagdesh
Kumar, also joined the event
in a show of unity. The par-
ticipants strongly condemned
the Israeli bombings and the
killing of Syed Hassan Nas-
rullah, asserting that thou-
sands of young people have
already sacrificed their lives

table figures including gence of Tsls

M ost ments in

Channa,  Tasawar  Ali plight of the Palestinian dnd
Laghari, Javed Kandhar, Lebanese people. They urged

Muslims worldwide to rise in
protest and take to the streets
in a unified defense of their
oppressed brothers and sis-
ters.

The rally concluded with
a symbolic burning of lsrach
and American flags, sending
a strong message of opposi-
tien to the actions of these
nations. The event reflected
the deep-rooted commitment
of the Shia community to
stand against injustice and

blessing for the wouth of |areas

By Kashif Shamim Siddig

Dengue and chikungunya
have emerged as significant
health concemns in Karachi
particularly in the city's slum
Poor living conditions
in these communities leave
residents increasingly vulner-
able to these viral diseases.
Many individuals in these
slums grapple daily with
poverty and lack access to es-
sential health and sanitation
services. As a result, many
remain unaware of the risks
posed by viral infections or
the preventive measures
available to them. However,
some community members
recognize the urgent need for
action to protect lives.
Karachi is a vast city with
numerous residents living in
cvercrowded slums that often
lack basic amenities, such as
clean water and effective
waste management systems.
Stagnant water is a prevalent
issue in these neighborhoods,
providing 1deal breeding
grounds for mosquitoes that
transmit dengue and chikun-
gunya. Poor sanitation exac-
erhates ongoing health chal-
lenges, making it difficult for
residents to prionitize their
health amid financial strug-

oppression

gles. This situation under-

And Chlkungunya

outbreaks
In addition to improving

|| sanitation, WASH Commit-

5
scores the need for commu-
nity-driven solutions that ad-
dress both immediate health
risks and the underlying is-
sues that contribute to them
While general precau-

quito nets, and applying
pellents—are essential, they
only provide temporary re-
lief. Sustainable change re-
quites organized, commu-
nity-led efforts. This is where
Water, Sanitation, and Hy-
wiene (WASH) Committees
become vital. These commit-
tees empower communities
to undemand the risks and

and h}gu.ne practices to mit-
igate the spread of diseases
ke dengue.

WASH Committees will
rhead community clean-

s fo eliminate waste
and stagmant water, which at-
tract mosguitoes. They wall
also regularly assess sanita-
tion conditions in their neigh-
borhoods. By maintaining
communication with local

tees will lead awareness cam-

| paigns within the communiry.

These initiatives will educate
residents about disease pre-
vention, recognizing dengue
symptoms, proper waste dis-
posal, and the importance of
a clean environment Acting
as a bridge between the com-
munity and health officials,
these committees will ensure
that vital health information
reaches everyone, particu-
larly those in marginalized
areas who may lack access to
such resources

WASH Committees do
more than just clean; they

- empower communities to

take charge of their health.
Their work fosters a culture
of hygiene and preventive
care, reducing the commu-
nity's dependence on external
assistance and equipping
them to face health chal-
lenges independently. By
nurturing a sense of owner-
ship and responsibility,
WASH Committees will lay
the groundwork for long-
term health improvements in
Karachi’s slums. In the ongo-
ing struggle against dengue
and other viral di:
WASH Committees pmndL
a well-organized and sus-
tained approach to sanitation
and hygiene. Their efforts ex-
tend beyond individual ac-
tions, positioning them as
key players in mantaining a

authorities, these ce
will promptly report sanita-
tion issues, ensunng that nec-
esgary resources are allocated
to uphold hygiene standards
Their ongoing efforts are cru-
cial in the battle against viral

healthy that
helps prevent disease trans-
mission. The success of these
committees will be essential
in fostering healthier, more
ient communities in the
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KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami (J1) Chief, Hafiz aeem-ur\-Rrhnum along
party leaders is addressing a press conference, at the Idara-e-Noor-ul-Hagq.—RT

other

Sindh To Launch New
Development Projects Worth
$450 Million With World

Bank Support: Nasir Shah

KARACHL. Sved Nasir
Hussain Shah, the Provin-
cial Minister for Develop-
ment and Planning in
Sindh, announced that
several new development
projects will be initiated
throughout the province
with the assistance of the
World Bank. He made
these remarks during a
high-level meeting at the
Development and Plan-
ning Department's office,
attended by Chairman
PND Najam Ahmad Shah
and other officials

The meeting revealed
that while the World Bank
had pledged $450 million
for new development ini-
tiatives in Sindh, only
$200 million has been dis-
bursed 1o date, Minister
Shah emphasized the need
to expedite the com-
mencement of these devel-
opment projects and men-

tioned his plans to eng;

with the World Bank re-
garding the remaining
funds, He expressed opti-
mism that the remaining
amount would be released
soon, as the World Bank
has expressed satisfaction
with the progress of ongo-
ing development projects
in Sindh and commended
the Sindh government's

inttiatives

The new projects will
focus on irrigation, water
rescue, and rad develop-
ment, with the Minister
highlighting Chairman Bi-

lawal Bhutto's keen inter- |
est in these schemes. Shah

reiterated the urgency of
launching these projects
promptly with World Bank
support. —RT

Police Clash With Protesters In
Karachi During Nationwide

Demonstrations Following
Nasrallah's Killing

KARACHI Police depl

tear gas and protesters re-
sponded with stones on Sun-
day evening in Karachi dur-

widespread demonstrations
actoss the country condemn-
ing Israel's killing of Hezhol-
lah leader Hassan Nasrallah
and its ongoing bombing
campaign in Lebanon
Thousands joined the
protests nationwide after
Hezbollsh confirmed on Sat-
urday that MNasrallah had
been killed in an lsraeli
airstrike in Lebanon, as re-
ported by AFP. Tel Aviv ac-
knowledged conducting an
airstrike in the southern sub-
urhs of Beirut the previous
day, marking a significant
setback for the group amid
escalating lsraeli attacks

ing a rally that was part of

In Karachi, a substantial
crowd, including women and
children, gathered 1o de-
nounce the killing of the
Hezbollah chief, chanting
slogans against Israel and its
long-time ally, the United
States

According to the Karachi
Police, the rally was organ-
ized by the religio-political
party Majlis Wahdat Mus-
limeen (MWM). The protest
was set to start at the PIDC
intersection, progressing to-
wards Mai Kolachi Road via
the ICI Bridge, and conclud-
ing at the US Consulate

However, several protest-
ers began their march from
the Old Numaish roundabout
along MA Jinnah Road.
‘When they attempted to ap-
proach the US consulate after

deecendmg from the Native
police stationed

The pEllce had already es-
tablished barriers and con-
tainers on MT Khan Road
and Mai Kolachi Road to
block access 1o the consulate
Tensions escalated when pro-
testers attempted to disman-
tle these obstacles, leading to
clashes
Social media footage
captured clouds of tear
gas as protesters gathered
near Bahria Complex on
MT Khan Road, west of
the consulate, waving
Hezbollah  flags  and
shouting slogans, while
some were seen throwing
stones at riot-equipped po-
lice —RT/Agency

and activists of the Jamaat- r—lslaml (T} are holding a protest

demonstration against prolong load shedding and inflated electric bills, in Malir—RT

Murad Allocates Rs1.5 Billion For Karachi
Road Repalrs

KARACHL  Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah an-
nounced a strong focus on
addressing Karachi's chal-
lenges, emphasizing efforts
to enhance public conven-
ience. He confirmed that road
repair work in the city began
following recent rains, with
the Sindh government releas-
ing Rs1.5 billion to the Mu-
nicipal Corporation specifi-
cally for these repairs.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted that a total of Rs2(:
billion is being invested in
various  projects  across
Karachi, with significant
progress on key transporta-
tion initiatives. He noted that
the completion of the Red
Line and Yellow Line BRT

projects is expected to greatly
alleviate transportation issues
in the city.

Additionally, he men-
tioned that discussions have
resumed with Chinese offi-

cials, facilitated by the fed-
eral government, regarding
the restoration of the
Karachi Circular Railway, a
project that the Pakistan
Peoples Party aims to bring

to fruition for citizens soon

Murad Ali Shah also
pointed out that the Malir
Expressway's completion
will enhance traffic flow
and reduce congestion in
Karachi. Plans are under-
way for a new expressway
comnecting Karachi Port to
Jam Sadiq Bridge. He em-
phasized that once projects
related to transport, road
improvements, the Safe
City initiative, and the K-4
project are completed,
Karachi will emerge as a
major city.

Previously, the Chief
Minister chaired a meeting
to assess the damage
caused to city roads during
the 2024 ranfall. He ap-

proved Rsl.5 billion for
necessary repairs and in-
structed the Local Govern-
ment Department to evalu-
ate the conditions of roads
constructed or repaired
since 2022 that were subse-
quently damaged.

Karachi Mayor Murtaza
‘Wahab reported that ap-
proximately 17.86 million
square feet of road area was
affected during the rainfall
He noted that around Rs1.5
billion is required for the
repair and reconstruction of
damaged roads, bridges,
and flyovers, a request that
the Chief Minister promptly
approved, directing that
quality work be carried
out —RT

Grand Opening Of The
Carnivore Restaurant
Held In Karachi

KARACHI: Following the
tremendous success of its
branches in Islamabad, La-
hore, and Rivadh, The Carni-
vore - Baked Meat Restau-
rant made a grand entrance
today with an elaborate
launch event, attended by
prominent figures from the
city. Notable attendees in-
cluded Consul General of
Ttaly HE Danilo Giurdanel,
Vice Consul General of
Kuwait Mr. Abdullah M. Al-
mansour, Honorary Consul
(General of Moroceo Mr. Ish-
tiaq Baig, and various
renowned personalities such
as  Sheema  Kermani,
Ameena  Saiyid, Seemi
Pasha, Angie Marshal, Tapu
Javeri, Asim Batal, and
many others.

After a lively red carpet
arrival, guests were seated
and treared to a lixurious sit-
down dinner fearuring their
choice of dishes, all while
enjoying the elegant atmos-
phere and delectable cuisine
served prompily

The restaurant
self on its motto of "Service
within three minutes,” hav-
ing established a strong rep-
utation across its cham for
bath delivering on this prom-
ise and offering unique,
health-conscious dishes. No
wonder The Carnivore has
rapidly become the fastest-
growing restaurant chain in
Pakistan and intemationally,
with its fourth branch open-
ing within just a year.

During the event, the vi-
sionary brothers behind the
venture, Shoaib and Zohaib,
expressed their excitement
about launching in Karachi.
Shoaib remarked, "I am
overwhelmed by the supporn
and affection we have re-
ceived since arriving here.
We are thrilled to be in this
wonderful city that appreci-
ates diverse culinary offer-
ings"

It's noteworthy that the
brothers have plans to open
their next restaueant in Dubai
soon - RT

MQM-P Signals
Potential Exit
From Government

KARACHI: The Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement
- Pakistan (MQM-P), a
coalition partner in the
federal government, has
issued a stern warning
about the possibility of
leaving the government
and resigning from the
assembly, according to
media reports on Sun-
day.

Expressing his dissat-
isfaction, MNational As-
sembly member Mustafa
Kamal stated that the
MOM-F has not received
the respect it deserves
from the PML-N govern-
ment since it took office
eight months ago. Kamal
criticized the federal
government for instruct-
g MOM-P to engage in
negotiations with the

Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) regarding the
quota system, despite
having an agru.mc.nt
with the PML-N.

He emphasized that
MQM-P currently lacks
amayor and that 1t 1s the
federal government's re-
sponsibility to communi-
cate with the PPP on
their behalf. Kamal also
highlighted the sacrifices
made by MQM-P work-
ers in restoring peace in
Karachi, noting the loss
of many lives during this
process

He cautioned that if
MOQM-P withdraws from
its role in the govern-
ment, it could become
inereasingly challenging
to maintain peace in

Bilawal Bhutto Has Achieved A Milestone
By Building Consensus For New
Constltutlonal Court Saeed Ghanl

KARACHI: Sindh Local
Government Minister Saced
Ghani praised Pakistan Peo-
ples Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto for achieving a signif-
icant political milestone by
uniting various political par-
fies in support of establishing
a new constitutional court in
the country.

Ghani made this state-
ment during a reception at a
banquet hall on Sunday, cel-
chrating the integration of the
Pashtoon Quami Movement
(POM]) into the PPP. led by
Chairman Dawood Jan. He
emphasized that the estab-
lishment of a new constitu-
tional court aligns with the
PPF's election manifesto and
is also a component of the
Charter of Democracy signed
with the Pakistan Muslim
League (Nawaz) in 2006,

The minister noted that
the court’s formation repre-
sents a commitment o both
the PPP's manifesto and the
vision of Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto. He asserted that no
other political party pos-
sesses a leader who can rival
Bilawal's political acumen
and growing popularity.

Cihani highlighted that the
PPP consistently provides
representation to candidates
from diverse ethnic back-
grounds in the Senate, as-
semblies, and local gover-
nance. He stated that no other
party exhibits the same level

of inclusivity and broad-
mindedness.
Responding t0 a media
inquiry, he addressed a con-
troversial judgment regard-
ing reserved assembly seats
awarded to the Pakista
Tehreek-e-Insaf, citing criti-
cism from various legal e
perts, including those out
the PFF. He emphasized the
need to uphold the powers of
parliament in light of differ-
ing opinions between the le:
islative and judicial branch

Welcoming POM office-
bearers into the Peoples
Party, Ghani acknowledged
the POM's previous effons 1o
strengthen its presence in
Sindh and other provinces,
focusing on resolving the
challenges faced by the
Pakhtun community.

He reiterated the PPP's
i ding cc 0

¢ progress requires our collec-

resenting all communities,
religions, and ethnicities.

He wrzed unity among the
diverse  communities  of
Karachi for the city'
progress and development,
noting that the residents face
common challen:
"Achieving Karacl

tive unity." Ghani stated. He
advocated for ideological
discussions rather than divi-
sive politics based on ethnic-
ity

The minister lamented the
impact of hate-driven politics
in Karachi over the past three
to four decades, recalling
tragic incidents involving
members of the Pakhtun
community. He expressed
hope that the politics of
hatred are fading, allowing
for peaceful political en-

improving the lives of the un-
derprivileged, laborers, farm-
ers, and marginalized groups.
Ghani described Karachi as a
microcosm of Pakistan, rep-

Ghani concluded by as-
serting that the PPP is
well-equipped to foster
unity and development in
Karachi. —RT

Ayesha Farooqui Elected Unopposed As
Chairperson Of Handlcraft Association

KARACHLI: Ayesha Farooqui
has been elected unopposed
as the Chairperson of the
Handicraft Association, with

Kashif Zaheer assuming the 4

role of Senior Vice Chairman
and Asma Amir as Vice
Chairperson.

During a central meeting
focused on the nomination of
office-bearers, Ayesha Fa-
rooqui, Kashif Zaheer, and
Asma Amir were all elected
without contest. Additionally,
Nida Inayat Nawab was
nominated as the Executive
for Sindh, while Bagiva
Zahri will serve as the Exec-
utive for Balochistan.

In her remarks, Ayesha commitment to promoting tion

Farooqui empha(lzed [he

women's handicraft skills
from across Pakistan at both
domestic and international
levels. Following her unop-
posed election, various lead-
ers extended their congratu-
lations, including Sardar

Abdul  Majeed Arain,
Central President of the
organization, Arain

Muhammad Jameel Arain,
Asma Wajid, Director of
AZB Global Trade and
Exhibition, Syed Tarah
Shah, Chairman of AZB
Global Trade and Exhibi-
tion, and Muhammad Fa-
roog Afzal, CEO of AZB
Global Trade and Exhibi-
RT

Tragic Death Of Citizen Struck
By Vehicle Of PML-N Youth
Wing Leader In Karachi

KARACHI: A citizen who
suffered serious injuries
after being struck by the ve-

hicle of the General Secre- driven by Rehan Mustafa, two
tary of the PML-N youth the General Secretary of the Mustafa's

Sunday.
The victim, identified as
Athar, was hit by a Revo

(KMDC) and lived in Gul-
shan-e-Maymar

Witnesses indicated that
girls  and Rehan
brother-in-law

Karachi —RT/Agency

wing has sadly passed away PML-N Youth Wing, five were also in the vehicle at
while undergoing treatment days ago. A father of two, the time of the incident
at a Karachi hospital, ac- Athar worked at Karachi when they ran over the mo-
cording to media reports on Medical and Dental College torcyclist —RT/Agency

KARACHI: Vlew ofthe clmh between security officials and supporters of the Majlis
Wahdat-ul-Muslimeen (MWM) and Imamia Students Organization (150) during a

protest rally against the killing of Hassan Nasrallah, Chief of Hezbolla an lsraeli
Airstrike in Beirut, outside the US Consulate building. Police fired tear gas to stop
peaple from marching towards the US consulate in Karachi. They stopped protesters
near the Mai Kolachi Bridge by placing containers—RT
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IMF Outlines Key Targets For $7 Billion
Banlout Wlth A Focus On Reforms

ISLAMABAD: Although the
incumbent government after
months of strenuous efforts
finally secured the approval
of a new loan programme by
the International Monetary
Fund's (IMF) Executive
Board, it seems that the work
is far from over as the lender
has set out key fiscal targets

for the government as part of |

the $7 billion loan pro-
gramme, The News reported
on Sunday.

The country has also re-
ceived the first tranche of ap-
proximately $1.05 billion
(SDR 760 million) under the
Extended Fund Facility
(EFF).

The Fund has under-
scored the need for strong fis-

Ly
that government revenue, in-
cluding grants, is projected to
nse from 12.6% of the gross
domestic product (GDP) in

FY2024
FY2025.

The fiscal deficit (in-
come-expenditure gap), in-
cluding grants, is \,ADLLI(,L' o0
narrow from 6.7% to 6.0% of
GDP during the same period
xcluding grants, the
dchul is projected at ©.1% of

o 154% i

GDP for FY2025.
Meanwhile, the country's

primary balance (excluding

grants) is expected to shift

from a surplus of ¢.% n of
GDP in FY2024 to 2% of
GDP in FY2025, a suhslan-
tial tumaround from the 0.9%

- deficit seen in FY2023.

Public debt, which was
74.9% of GDP texcludmg
IMF obligations) in FY202
declined to 67% in FY2024
and is now project

li

Extemnal debt, which stood at
28.6% of GDP in FY2023,
dropped to 22.6% in FY2024
and is projected to rise again
to 24% in FY2025.

tan's current account
which had shrunk
1.0% of GDP in

Paki:
deficit,
from

3, which are projected to 1

. covel

FY2023 to 0.2% in FY2024,
is expected to widen again to
0.9% by FY2025. Foreign di-
rect investment (FDI), which
held steady at (0.5% of GDP
in FY2024, is forecast to de-
cline slightly to 0.4% of GDP
in FY2025.

The IMF anticipales sig-
nificant improvement in for-
eign exchange

from $9.38 billion in FY2024
$12.76 billion by FY2025,
ring 2.1 months of im-
ports by the end of FY2025
The lender estimates that
the country’s economy is ex-
pected to recover steadily in
FY2025, with real GDP
growth rising to 3.2%, up
from 2.4% in FY2024. Thi
growth is crucial for a nation

of 236 million people with a
per capita GDP of $1,572 as
of FY2024.

Inflation, which has been
a pressing concern over the
past year, is expected to ease
significantly. The IMF proj-
ects that average consumer
price inflation, which stood
at 23.4% in FY2024, will
drop to 9.5% in FY2025.
This disinflation has allowed
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) to cut its policy rate by
450 basis points since June

24

The IMF estimates the
unemployment rate at 8% for
FY2024 and is projected to
gradually decrease to 7.5%
by FY2025.

Energy sector reforms re-
main a critical component of
the EFF program and the

. Washington-based lender has
e called for deeper cost-cutting

measures and energy tanff
adjustments to reduce circu-
lar debt and ensure the long-
term viability of Pakistan’s
energy sector.

These reforms, along with
state-owned enterprise (SOE)
restructuring, are essential for
improving efficiency and
service provision in public
utilities

Despite short-term im-
provements, Pakistan faces
deep structural challenges,
including a difficult business
environment and weak gov-
emance.

The Fund has highlighted
the need for broader tax re-
forms, including the removal
of sector-specific exemptions
and the inclusion of under-
represented sectors such as
large-scale agriculture, indus-
trialists, and developers in
the tax net.

The program also under-
scores the importance of
building resilience to climate
change through sustainable
investments and improved
infrastructure. Strengthening
anti-corruption frameworks
and govemance reforms will
be crucial in fostering a more
competitive economy.

As part of its fiscal re-
forms, the IMF has urged
Pakistan to continue improyv-
ing its tax base and strength-
ening federal-provincial fis-
cal arrangements. Ensuring
fiscal sustainability through
sound macroeconomic poli-
cies is seen as essential for
promoting long-term  eco-
nomic growth and

stability —RT/Agency

KPK CM's March On Islamabad
Aims To Reenact May 9
Violence, Warns Atta Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information, Broad-

sting, National Heritage
and Culture Autaullah Tarar
on Sunday said Chief Minis-
htunkhwa
Ali Amin Gandapur had
made his intention clear o
create another May 9 like
chaos in the country by an-
nouncing his plans to march
on Islamabad and Punjab by
force

The minister, in a news
statement, condemned the al-
leged remarks made by the
KPK CM about use of force
in the protests, calling it an
admission of his own failure
to govern the province effec-
tively.

“The Chief Minister’s
threat of firing bullets for a
bloodshed is a clear manifes-
tation that he is incapable of
running  the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government.
His threats 1o march on ls-
lamabad and Punjab with
force are nothing but an at-
tempt 10 repear the May 9.

He further criticized the
KPK Chief Minister's transi-
tion from verbal abuse 1o
hurling threats of violence,
warning that this approach
would only harm him, not
anyone else

“There is nothing demo-
cratic, political, or parliamen-
tary about the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
provincial — government's
statements, actions, or con-
ducrt,” the minister added.

Tarar lamented that the

provincial leadership of PTI
had never focused on com-
peting with the center and
Punjab in areas such as edu-
cation, healthcare, employ-
ment, O ECONAMIC IMprove-
ment

He urged that if PTI
wanted to bring about a rev-
olution, it should focus on
transforming these seciors
for the benerment of the peo-
ple.

“Corruption and incom-
petence have reached their
peak in Khyber
Pakhtnkhwa. The real com-
petition should have been in
providing relief to electricity
consumers, as the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz led
governments has done in ls-
lamabad and Punjab” he
said, adding it should have
been about building hospitals
and educational institutions
1o serve the people

Tarar accused the PT1 of
trying o disrupt the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organization

(SCO) summit in a similar
fashion it had avempted
sabotage President Xi Jin-
ping’s visit 1o Pakistan with
its previous sit-ins in Islam-
abad in 2014

He said the economic sta-
bilization had perturbed the
PTL, which had brought Pak-
istan 1o the brink of defaulr.

The substantive drop in
the inflation from 32 per cent
10 9.6 per cent had literally
irked them, he added

“Violence, threats, and
guns will not reduce inflation
or unemployment,” he said,
while regretting the sheer
corruption in KPK dusing the
last 11 years of the PTI
tenure.

Tarar said Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif’s firm
stance in support of Pales-
tinians and against Israel
at the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly had caused
areal inconvenience to the
ents” in Pak-

‘Agency

Pakistan Condemns Israel’s 'Reckless
Killing' Of Hezbollah Leader Hassan
Nasrallah: Foreign Office

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on
Sunday condemned Israeli
“adventurism” in the Middle
East region, terming the
killing of Hezbollah leader
Hassan  Nasrallah  in
Lebanon a “reckless act”,
constituting a major escala-
tion in the region.

Lebanon's Hezbollah had
on Saturday confirmed that
its leader Sayyed Hassan
Nasrallah was killed and
vowed to continue the battle
against lsrael.

Tel Aviv said it conducted
an airstrike in Beirut's south-
ern suburbs a day earli
what would be a d

g

tion of lhc’ sovergignty of

blow to the group as it re
from an escalating campaign
of Isracli attacks.

A statement released by
the Foreign Office today
read, “Pakistan strongly con-
demns the growing Israel
adventurism in the Middle
East. Its unbridled attacks on
civilian populations and dis-
regard of international law
have reached alarming lev-
els

n

It noted that for the past
several days, Israel had “en-
gaged in unacceptable viola-

Lebanon, relentlessly target-

ing civilian population cen-

ters, and undumﬂnm; its sta-
bility and security™.

“We extend our deepest
condolences to the families
of the victims of Israel ag-
gression and the people of
Lebanon,” the statement
said.

“Pakistan continues to
stand in solidarity with the
people of Lebanon,” it
added, urging the United Na-
tions Security Council to
stop Israel from its “adven-
turism in the region and vio-

4

lations of international law™

Nasrallah’s death marks a
major blow not only to
Hezbollah but also to it:
leged backers in Iran. He
was a leading figure in the
Tehran-backed “Axis of Re-
sistance”, helping to project
Iranian mfluence across the
Middle East.

Lebanese health authori-
ties confirmed six de:
91 wounded in the initial at-
tack on Friday — the fourth
on Beirut’s Hezbollah-con-
trolled southern suburbs in a

week and the heaviest since
2 2006 war—RT/Agency

KP Chief Minister
Accused Of Thuggery
And Sabotage By
Amir Muqam

PESHAWAR: Federal Minis-
ter and President of the Pak-
istan Muslim League (N) in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa, Amir
Mugam, has criticised the
provincial govemment for its
lack of policy, rampant cor-
ruption, and deteriorating
law and order situation. He
described Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur's actions as
akin 10 “thuggery," adding
that he should be labelled a
saboteur. During a meeting of
the PML-N in Swat, he ex-
pressed concerns about the
povernment's performance

"It's unclear what is happen-

ing under this government,

no one knows its policies or
priorities,” he stated, adding
thar the province has acerued
a debr of up 10 Rs3 willion
over the last two 1o three
years Mugam  highlighted
that the security situation is
alarming, noting, "After sun-
ser, no one can leave their
homes. Numerous attacks
have occurred, and now theft
and robbery are rampant."
He criticised the destruction
of provincial institutions, in-
dicating that corruption is
pervasive and that disputes

commissions  exist
among the CM and his min-
isters

He also pointed out the
lack of essential medicines in
hospitals, corruption  in
health cards, and vacant po-
sitions in educational institu-
tions, stressing, "Swat Uni-
versity has not received
salary funds, and educational
lands are being mortgaged.”

The minister called for
the CM 1o be labelled a sabo-
teur and challenged him 1o
compete in governance with
Punjab CM Maryam Nawaz.
Mugam accused the leader-
ship of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-lmaf‘(l”['J] for deceiving
its supporters, urging them 1o
hold rallies in their districts
instead of seeking a national
platform He expressed his
unwavering commitment 1o
peace, stating, “The people
of K-P have made sacrifices
against rerrorism. We com-
mend those striving for peace
and are united in our efforts "
He insisted that his party
would not compromise on
security and would remain
steadfast against
terrorism. —RT/Agency

Shehbaz Expresses
Condolences Over Tragic
Flooding In Nepal

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Shanif on Sunday ex-
pressed his heartfelt sor-
row and sadness over the
tragic loss of precious
lives resulting from the
devastating floods  in
Mepal.In a post on social
media platform X, the
prime minister stated,
“Our hearts go out to

Mepali Prime Mlmbttr LP
Sharma Oli and the people
of Nepal during this diffi-
cult time.”

PM reflected on Pak-
1stan’s  own  experience
with severe floods in 2022,
reaffirming that Pakistan
stands in full solidarity
with Mepal and is prepaned
to offer any needed assis-
tance. —RT/Agency

'Illegitimate' Parliament Lacks
Mandate For Constitutional
Amendments. Fazl

PESHAWAR: After being re-
elected as the Jamiat Ulema-
e=Islam-Fazl {JUI-F) chief
for five years, Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman has slammed
the incumbent government,
saying that the "fake parlia-
ment" lacks a real mandate
for a major constitutional
amendment.

"We want a fresh [gen-
eral] election," Fazl said
while addressing a press con-
ference after the conclusion
of the party’s intra-party poll
in Peshawar on Sunday.
"This parliament does not de-
serve this huge constitutional
amendment.”

The govemment pushed
the proposed constitutional
package amid speculation
about a potential extension in
the tenure of Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CIP) Qazi Facz Isa,
who is set fo retire in October
this year, following the Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insafl's (PTT)
request last month for the
carly issuance of a notifica-
tion regarding the appoint-
ment of the next top judge

The ruling coalition left
no stone unturned to woo
Fazl, with leaderships of the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
holding a flurry of meetings
with the cleric, but to no
avail

Detailing ongoing consul-
tations with the PPP and the
major opposition party —
PTI. he said that the JUI-F
and the said parties would
share their draft amendments

The cleric stressed that
such amendments should be
brought forward which pro-
vides relief to the masses and
strengthen democracy with-

| | out compromising the sover-

eignty of parliament. "Judi-

cial reforms shou]d not be in-
dividual-centri
The polit

who led the
previous multi-party alliance
Pakistan Democratic
Movement (FDM) — that
successfully ousted former
prime minister Imran Khan
from office in April 2022,
criticised the govemment for
disallowing  the Imran-
founded party to hold public
watherings and called it an
undemocratic step.

He added that the PTI
should be given permission
to hold power shows.

However, he slammed
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Ganda-
pur’s threatening tone and
termed it a “childish atti-
tude".

He was refermning to Gan-
dapur's comment on recent
clashes between PT1 workers
and the police during the
Rawalpindi protest rally in
which the KP chief executive
threatened that his party
would respond to every bul-
let, tear gas shell, and baton
strike against its supporters.

Moreover, the  cleric
strongly condemned the Ts-
raeli fierce attacks on
Lebanon that saw the martyr-
dom of Hezbollah chief Has-
san Nasrallah,

He said that Tsrael
achieved the second biggest

target [after Hamas leader Is-
mail Haniyeh's martyrdom]
1o hit the Palestinian move-
ment.

He added that despite
Nasrallah's martyrdom,
"Jihad will be continued till
the mdependence of Al-Agsa
Mosque."

Fazl wamed that the fire
that erupted in Lebanon by
Tsrael could engulf the entire
world The politico urged the
Arab countries to devise a
combined defence system,
atherwise, the flames of war
would affect all of them.

Prior to his press confer-
ence, Maulana Fazl was re-
elected unopposed as the
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) chief for a five-year
tenure as the politico-reli-
gious party held its intra-
party polls.

Maulana Abdul Ghafoor
Haideri was also elected un-
opposed for another term as
the JUI-F secretary-gen

According to the party's
spokesperson, the election
was held during a zeneral
council meeting at Mufti
Mehmood  Markaz, Pe-
shawar

The meeting was attended
by nearly 1,500 general
council members from across
the country, added
spokesperson Aslam
Ghaun. —RT/Agency

Government Will Face Repercussions
For Breaching Rawalpindi
Agreement: Hafiz Naeem

KARACHI: Hafiz Nacemur
Rehman, the Amir of Jamaat-
e-Islami Pakistan, accused
the government of vielating
the Rawalpindi Agreement
and wamed thar it would face
consequences for its actions.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the Noor Hag In-
stitute on Sunday, he criti-
cised the high electricity
costs resulting from un-
favourable  Independent
Power Producer (IPP) agree-
ments and oppressive taxes
imposed on the public and
traders

Rehman announced the
launch of the nexr phase of
the 'Hag Do Awam' (Give
Rights to the People) move-
ment, which includes nation-
wide protests against these
issues

He indicated that the
movement has options for a
long march o Islamabad and
a potential strike lasting one
to three days. From October
25 to 27, a public referendum
will also be conducted re-
garding the non-payment of
electricity bills across the
country

He outlined plans to show
solidarity with the peaple of
Gaza and to protest against
Israeli aggression

Major events are sched-
uled, lncludlng public 1,aﬂ1er
ings in Chitral on October 2
and Faisalabad on October 4
culminating in a significant
"Gaza and Lebanon Million

March" on October 6 in
Karachi. On October 7, par-
ticipants from all walks of
life will take to the streets at
nOON T protest against Israel
Rehman urged the gov-
ernment 10 officially an-
nounce a nationwide protest
an October T to send a clear
and  effectiv message
against lsraeli aggression and
terrorism

He stressed that the liber-
ation of the Al-Agsa Mosque
is a matter for the entire Mus-
community, not just a
single political party. He said
he plans to engage with both
the government and opposi-
tion parties to unite on a sin-
gle agenda regarding Israel

He asserted that if the
Muslim community, espe-
cially its leaders, were to
unite, Israel would lack the
courage to continue its
bombings in Gaza. He criti-

cised the silence and cow-
ardice of current rulers, sug-
hat it has embold-
ael w extend its
aggression into Lebanon

11 chief highlighted the
historical  resistance  of
Hamas and  Hezbollah
against Israeli and American
forces. He condemned dis-
cussions surrounding a two-
state solution for Palestine,
stating that such talks merely
serve to appease the United
States and Israel

He further criticised
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif's recent statements at
the United Nations regard-
ing Kashmir and Palestine,
arguing that by endorsing a
two-state  solution,  the
prime minister was attempt-
ing to placate the US and
Israel, which contradicts
Pakistan’s national
stance.—RT/Agency

NA Speaker Congratulates
Fazl On His Uncontested
Election As Ameer Of JUI

ISLAMABAD: Speaker Na-
fional Assembly Sardar Avaz
Sadiq on Sunday congratu-
lated  Maulana  Fazlur
Rehman on his successful
election as Ameer of Jamiat
Ulema-¢-Islam  and  to
Maulana  Abdul  Ghafoor
Haideri for his successful
election as General Secretary
ur

He expressed his best
wishes for Maulana Fazlur
Rehman and Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haiden

“Maulana Fazlur Rehman
is not only a prudent and far-
sighted political leader but

also a renowned islamic
philosopher.” Under his lead-
ership, JUI has alwa

prov self as princi

based political party,” he

s on democratic valu

added Maulana Fazlur
Rehman’s election as the
leader of Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam is a positive sign for
democracy, said Sardar Ayaz
Sadig.

He said that the election
of Maulana Fazlur Rehman
as the Ameer of JUT will pro-
maote democracy. Ayaz Sadig
also expressed his apprecia-
tion that under Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman’s leadership,
Jamiat Ulema-e-lslam has al-
ways practised polinics based
. both
inside and ocutside Parlia-
ment —RT/Agency
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