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'Staged' Police
Encounter: Sindh
Home Minister

PM Shehbaz Urges UN To
Sanction Israel, Stop
'Genocidal War' In Gaza

NEW YORK: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif called on
the United Nations Security
Council to end Israel’s
“genocidal war” against
Palestine and impose sanc-
tions, during the “Leader-
ship for Peace™ debate.
“We must compel Israel
to halt its genocidal war in
Gaza and prevent its at-
tempt to provoke a wider
conflict in the Middle
East.” he stated. “It is time
to  consider  sanctions
against Israel, including an
arms and trade embargo.”
He maintained that holding
Israel’s leadership account-
able for crimes against
Palestinians is necessary.
Shanif urged the Security
Council to craft an impartial
ceasefire plan and a peace-
ful solution to the Ukraine
war, emphasizing the need
to avoid further escalation.
The conflict, sparked by
a Hamas attack on October
7, 2023 in response to dete-
riorating conditions for

Palestinians, has  since
claimed over 43,000 lives,
including women and chil-
dren, according to Palestin-
ian health officials

World bodies, including
the International Court of
Justice. have condemned Is-
rael’s occupation and criti-
cized the war’s dispropor-
tionate civilian casualtics,
especially those in hospitals
and residential areas

PM  Shehbaz  also
brought attention to the on-
woing situation in Indian 11-
legally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, saving. “The

Council must call for a halt
1o the massive violations of
the fundamental rights of
the Kashmiri people and
implement its resolutions
that demand a plebiscite for
self-determination in Kash-
mir.

He also raised concems
over regional security, par-
ticularly the resurgence of
terrorism in Afghanistan,
mentioning  Da'ish  and
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan,
and called for a global com-
mitment to reverse the arms
race, reaffirming Pakistan's
cooperation —RT/Agency

New Toshakhana Case: Imran
And Bushra Bibi To Face
Indictment On October 2

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal’ (PTI)
founder Tmran Khan and
his spouse Bushra Bibi
will be indicted in the new
Toshakhana reference on
October 2, it emerged on
Thursday.

The proceedings of the
new Toshakhana reference
started last week after the
National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) was barred
from pursuing the marter
and the case was trans-
ferred to the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FLA)
in line with the Supreme
Court's verdict restoring
amendments to the anti-
corruption laws

The deposed prime
minister has been impris-
oned for almost a vear
upon his conviction in
four cases wo
I'oshakhana references,
the cipher case, and the
lddat case, in which his
wife is also incarcerated

The new Toshakhana
reference against the cou-
ple came to the fore after
NAB  arrested  them
shortly after a district and
sessions court in Islam-
abad acquitted Khan and
Bushra in the iddat case

also known as the un-
Islamic nikah case
which was the last hurdle
in the couple's release
from jail.

On Thursday (today),
Special Judge Central
Shahrukh Arjumand heard
the post-arrest bail appli-
cations of the party
founder and his spouse,
who were brought to a
makeshift court in Adiala
prison

During the hearing, de-
fence lawyers completed
their arguments on the ap-
plicarions while the prose-
cution sought more time
in this regard — a demand
which drew strong oppaosi-
ion.

Salman Safdar, PT
founder’s counsel, asked

the court to decide on bail
appm.:mon today, saying
that 1oday’s hearing was
being held on prosecu-
tion's demand.
Meanwhile, Imran and
Bushra came to the ros-
trum and put forward the
same request with the for-
mer premier demanding
Jjustice. “My wife [Bushra]
has nothing to do with this
case but is still in jail,” he
said

“I spend 22 hours in

[prison] cage,” the PTI
founder informed the
Jjudge

However, the court re-
Jjected the defence team’s
request and granted the
prosecution more time for
completing their argu-
ments —RT/Agency

Donald Lu Commends
Strengthening Ties With
Shahbaz Sharif’s Government

NEW YORK: The United
States is enjoying a stronger
relationship with Pakistan
under Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif’'s government,
according to Donald Lu,
US Assistant Secretary of
State for South and Central
Asia.

In an interview with a
local private media channel,
Lu expressed optimism
over Pakistan’s economic
recovery and ongoing re-
forms

“We are greatly encour-
aged by the economic re-
covery Pakistan is undergo- B
ing,” Lu remarked during
the interview, following his
recent meeting with Pak-
istan’s Finance Minister,
Aurangzeb, at the World
Bank headquarters.

They discussed Pak-
istan’s economic reforms,
which Lu described as es-
sential for its future.

“These reforms are not
easy, but they are crucial for
Pakistan’s long-term stabil-
. he said, adding that
their successful implemen-

tation would benefit all seg-
ments of society, including
the youth.

On security cooperation,
Lu reaffirmed the United
States” support for Pak-
istan’s counter-terronism ef-
forts. “We are working
alongside Pakistan’s mili-
tary and government in
thur fight against terror-
ism,” he noted.

He also highlighted the
deep connection between
the US and the people of

Pakistan, stating that the
United States is committed
to the country’s success.
“The US wants Pakistan to
thrive and succeed.” Lu em-
phasised.

Lu, was previously ac-
cused by Pakistan Tehreek:
e-Insaf (PTI) founding
leader Imran Khan of
being involved in the par-
liamentary vote of no-con-
fidence that ousted the for-
mer prime
minister —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has once again ap-

1o follow amended Election
Act 2017 or its judgment on
the matter of allocating re-
served seats to the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT).

In its plea on Thursday,
the top electoral authority
mentioned the National As-
sembly Speaker Avaz Sadig's
letter stating that amend-
ments were made to the Elec-
tion Act after the top court's
wverdict declaning the opposi-
tion party eligible for the re-
served seats.

It is worth mentioning
here that Speaker Sadiq had
told the ECP in his letter that
the apex court's July 12 rul-
ing was "incapable of imple-
mentation” after the amend-
ments to Election Act 2017,

The ECP sought SC's ad-
wice on whether to prioritise
the amended Election Act or
the detailed verdict o resolve

proached the Supreme Court [§
1o seek its guidance whether §

the reserved seats’ row,

formed the SC
ed lawmakers
had also approached to seck
implementation  of  the
amended law and the ECP
implemented the court order
to the extent of 39 Members
of the National Assembly
(MNAs).

The amended act has been
applied retroactively with
modified laws relating to re-
served seats, the ECP stated.

It added that the court
wave clear verdicts that par-
liament's wisdom could not
be reviewed, therefore, it

would be a question mark if

the Election Act is not imple-
mented in view of the court
orders.

In his last week's corre-
spondence, the NA speaker
ureed the EC'P o rnamlam

8 tion 66 of the Elections Act

the bl says thatif a candi-
date does not submita decla-
ration of his affiliation witha

4 political party to the return-

ing officer (ROY before seek-
ing allotment of the election
symbal, they slml] be

an independent candidate and
nota umdldahe of any politi-
cal party".

Meanwhile, the amend-
ment 10 Section M4 reads
that the declaration, consent
or affidavit, by whatever
name called. of an independ-
ent returned candidate once
given for joining a political
party shall h\. e uud:lk and
cannot be ituted or with-

the sup v
by aHU\.ﬂlmg n.:,u’\rt,d seats
in accordance with the Elec-
tion Act Amendment Bill.
He pointed out two "par-
ticular provisions" — amend-
ments to Section 66 and Sec-
tion 104-A, which he sai
were relevant for the ECP's
consideration.
In its amendment to Sec-

drawn. " As the SC judgement
was rendered based on the
law prior to the enactment of
the amendment, the said
judgment is now incapable of
implementation." it said, not-

. ing that it is the amended

Election Act that shall prevail
and supersede the prior rul-
ing.

ECP Seeks Supreme Court's Guidance After
Prolonged Deliberations On Reserved-Seats Dilemma

Following hils letter. Sadig
had also changed party posis
tion inthe lower house of the
parliameniin which 80 PTI
MW As were shown.as Sunni
lttehad CouncilSIC) mem=
bers.

The' EGE, after submitted
a fresh petitionvingthe apex
court today. detailed that it
took stéps after days-long de-
liberationen the SC's de-
tailed vordiet didyihe Elec-
tion Act amendments related
to'the reserved seats

A review has been filed
on a few points in the
Supreme Court's detailed
verdict, according to a decla-
ration issued by the ECP,
adding that additional
grounds were added to the
previous review plea lt stated
that a Civil Miscellaneous
Application (CMA) was sub-
mitted to seek guidance on
whether to implement the re-
served seats' allocation for-
mula in light of the amended
law or the top court's judg-
ment—RT/Agency

Security Forces
Neutralize 8
Terrorists In North
Waziristan Operation

RAWALPINDI: At least
eight terrorists have been
killed after the security
forces conducted an intelli-
pence based operation (IBO)
in general area Razmak of
the North Waziristan District,
the Inter-Services Public Re-
lations (ISPR) said on Thurs-
day.

According to the mili-
tary's media wing, the opera-
tion was conducted on the
"reported presence” of terror-
ists on the night berween
September 25 and 26
“During conduct of the
operation, inense fire ex-
change took place berween
own troops and Khawarij, as

a result of which, eight
Khawarlj were sent to hell,"
read the statement.

The ISPR added that the
security forces also recov-
ered weapons and ammuni-
tion from the killed terrorists,
who remained actively
volved in 1errorist activities
against security fi
well as target
cent civilians
“Sanitisation of the area is
being carried our to eliminate
any ather Khawarij found in
the area as security forces are
determined to wipe-out the
menace of terrorism from the
country,” the media wing
added —RT/Agency

ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday reaf-
firmed the government’s
commitment to achieving
Pakistan’s development
woals, aligned with Vision
2025 and the United Nations™
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). The prime
mimister was talking to Pres-
ident of the World Bank
Ajaypal Singh Banga in a bi-
lateral meeting on the side-
lines of the UNGA in New
York.  Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb was
also present in the meeting.
the

During  the meeting,
prime minister appreciated
the World Bank’s continuous
support to the Government of
Pakistan in introducing criti-

PM Reaffirms
Commitment To
Achieving Pakistan’s
Development Objectives

NEW YORK: Prime Minis- c:

sing Pakistan’s eco-
nomic challenges, including
poverty reduction and \nfla-
structure development.

WB president of the goven-
ment’s steps.

icy, administrative
nizational reforms, to realize
the full potential of the econ-
omy and to promote inclu-
sive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth. He added that
the government has also im-
plemented reforms, particu-
larly in energy, finance, and
revenue sectors and Pakistan
looks forward to enhanced
support from the World Bank
for the government’s revital-
ized economic  reforms

agenda —RT/Agency

Info Minister Optimistic About
Pakistan Joining Growing
Economies As IMF Deal Concludes

ISLAMABAD: After the In-
temational Monetary Fund
(TMF) approved a 57 billion
Extended Fund Facility
(EFF) for Pakistan, Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Attaullah Tarar s.
efforts for economic rehabil-
itation were underway along-
side further steps for country
o join world's growing
ECOTOMIEs.

Tarar, while addressing a
presser in New York, said the
world was acknowledging
Pakistan's efforts towards
ECONOIMIC TECOVETY.

"Government's prudent
policies are yielding positive
results in the form of decline
in inflation and stability in
prices of daily commodities.
Reforms are being imple-
mented o augment economic
growth and provide relief 1o
people.” said the minister

Tarar's remarks, high-
lighting other measures taken
by the government with re-
gards to the country's econ-
amy, came after the Wash-
ington-based lender sealed
the deal with Islamabad, ap-
proving Pakistan's loan with
its first tranche of $1.1 billion
likely to be released by Sep-
tember 30, 2024

The interest rate on the
loan is less than 5%, sources

in the Ministry of Finance
said, adding the IMF may
disburse the second instal-
ment within this fiscal year

Meanwhile, Tarar claimed
that all economic indicators
in Pakistan are positive and
the rate of inflation has
slowed down. Statements, he
added, about the drop in in-
flation were not imaginary, as
prices of petroleum products
and edible irems had slumped
significamly during the last
few months

"The Lovernment
launched a crackdown on il-
legal money exchanges and
prevented dollar smuggling,”
he said

tropolis

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, he said, highlighred
the effects of the climate
changes, which inflicred a
loss of more than 30 billion
dollars across the globe. The
countries that emitted the
most carbon had the re-
sources in abundance, he
maintained.

Senior Provincial Minis-
ter Marriyum Aurangzeb on
September 15 praised the
premier for bringing eco-
nomic stability 1o the coun-
ry. She had noted thar the
historic reduction in inflation
from 38% 1o 9.6% was noth-
ing short ora miracle

Tarar ack ledged that
a big chunk of the country’s
revenue was generated from
Karachi, therefore, justice [in
terms of expenditures]
should be served to the me-

“The in the in-
terest rate (policy rate)
from 22% to 17.3% is
proof of successful eco-
nomic policies.” she had
said —RT/Agency

Pakistan To Abolish ‘Non-Filer’
Status, Introduce Strict Penalties
For Tax Evaders: Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD:  Finance
Minister Senator Moham-
mad Aurangzeb has an-
nounced that the government
will eliminate the term “non-

filers” and impose strict
penalties on those who fail to
declare their income. These

| | individuals will face signifi-

cant restrictions that will im-
pact their daily activities.

In an interview with
VOA on Thursday, the min-
ister stated that the govem-
ment has gathered extensive
data on non-fil meluding
their lifestyles, vehicle own-
ership, and international
travel. "We are now at a
point where we cannot afford
leniency. Those who hide
their income and evade taxes
will be restricted from many
essential  services,” Au-
rangzeb said.

He highlighted plans to
reduce the tax burden on
salaried individuals, while
expanding the tax net to
cover sectors like retail,
wholesale, agriculture, and
real estate. "We aim to ease
the load on the working class
while ensuring that previ-

ously untaxed sectors con-
tribute their fair share.” he
explained.

When asked about the
IMF’s concems regarding
debt repayment, the finance
minister said the govemnment
had presented a comprehen-
sive economic reform plan
“We had no choice but to im-
plement these reforms, and
we will also bring all un-
taxed groups into the sys-
tem.” Aurangzeb noted that
despite a 29% increase in tax
revenues last year, the tax-to-
GDP ratio remained at 9%, a

figure too low to stabalise the
economy. He credited sup-
port from China and Saudi
Arabia for securing $7 bil-
lion in IMF loan and empha-
sised that large-scale reforms

are necessary if Pakistan
hopes to avoid future IMF
programmes.

“Pakistan cannot sustain
its economy on such a low
tax-to-GDP ratio. If we wish
this loan to be the last IMF
programme, we have to
bring large-scale reforms for
long-term economic stabil-
ity,” he added —RT/Agency
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LARKANA: Sindh Minister for Health, Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho is inaugurating the

international conference on family planning at SMBBMU.--Photo by Nadeem Soomro

SSP Muhammad Zafar
Siddiq Chhanga holds an
open katchery 1nSehwan

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHARIF. SSP
Jamshoro, Muhammiad Zafar
Siddig Chhanga. has initiated

asenies of open public meet-

ings to address community
issues. The first public meet-
ing was held at the DSP of-
fice in Sihon, where residents
from various areas partici-
pated

The public raised com-
plaints about motoreycle
theft, robbery, drug issues,
obscenity, and traffic prob-
lems. SSP Jamshoro listened
attentively to these com-
plaints and directed the
SHOs of Schwan, Bhan
Syedabad, and other police
stations to resolve the issues

within a weck.

discussing the inci-
dent of rape in Sehwan, the
SSP stated that the culprits
would be apprehended
promptly and face severe
punishment. He also men-
tioned that open meetings

would be held we
ferent towns to directly hear
and resolve community prob-
lems.

The event was attended
by DSP Sehwan Ahmad
Bakhsh Rahujo, SHO Se-

hwan and other officials

Protests continue for
kidnapped shopkeeper

Saddam Bhattl S recovery

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: In Thul, relatives and
political party leaders includ-
Waseern CQureshi, Liaguat
Sarki, Sultan Bhatti, and
Babu Bhatti staged a protest
at Rahbar Chowk for the re-
covery of shopkeeper Sad-
dam Bhatti, who was ab-
ducted over a month and a

half ago from the jurisdiction B

of Garhi Hassan police. The
protesters set up a hunger
strike camp in front of the
press club, which is now in
its fifth day.

The demonstrators stated
that it has been 54 days since
Saddam Bhati was kid-
napped, yet Garhi Hassan po-
lice have failed 10 secure his
release. They expressed that
the family of the kidnapped
man is in despair, as the ab-

ductors have demanded a
ransom of one crore rupees
and threatened to kill him if
not paid. The protesters ac-
cused the police of not taking
the situation seriously and
claimed that the elected rep-
resentatives have not sup-
ported this poor family's plea
for help.

They emphasized thar

Saddam Bhani, a daily wage
eamer, has not been rescued
by the police despite the pas-
sage of time, labeling it a
failure on the part of law en
forcement. The proteste

urged the authorities to en-
sure the immediate recovery
of Saddam Bhati without

further delay.

SALU hosts Nutrition
Care Synergies Conference
and Exhlbltlon

By Nasem Ahmed Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The Students
Saocieties Center Shah Abdul
Latif University, Khairpur,
hosted two-day exhibition
and conference organized by
the International Rescue
Committee (IRC) landmark
two-day event titled “Nutri-

tion Care Synergies: Experi- |3

ence Sharing and Innovations
Showecase.” The event fo-
cused on addressing the key
issues pertaining to nutrition
care through collaborative,
experienced and innovative
solutions.

During the conference
various theme were cove
i.e. webinars, panel discus-
sions, thtatru performance:
erform
ances, and PlLb{,ntallUl‘lb by

holders, as

*Meritorious  Prof.  Dr.
Yousuf Khushk®

\MII as NGOs and INGOs.
An exhibition with the 24
stalls showcased contribu-
fions from university depart-
ments and leading NGOs, i.¢.
SALU, IRC, MERF and
SPO.

Meritorious  Prof.  Dr.
Muhammad Yousuf Khushk,
Vice Chancellor of Shah
Abdul Latif Univeraity, *Dr.
Carlo De Rosa, First Secre-
tary and Development Adwvi-
sor for Rural Development
and Nutrition at the European
Union Mission at Pakistan
and Dr. Rano Mal IRC
Jjointly Inaugurated the Event
they visited the stalls.

In his keynote address,

Commended the efforts of
IRC and the European Union
for providing an opportunity
to host this mega event at
Shah Abdul Latif University,
Khairpur.  *Dr. Khushk®
highlighted that the signifi-
cance of nutrition in the soci-
ety. He said healthy and pos-
itive mindset could
contribute positively in the
society.

Vice Chancellor an-
nounced that the course of
nutntion will be taught in rel-
evant department after get-
ting the statuary approval. He
lauded the efforts of Ms.
Shabnam Baloch Country
Director IRC and Dr, Rane

Mal IRC.

Dr. Khushk also acknowl-
edged the proactive contribu-
tions of Dr. Ali Raza Lasha
Incharge Students Societie
Center for organizing this
Mega Event in befitting man-

€.

Dr. Carlo De Rosa said 1
am highly thankful to Vice
Chancellor for providing an
opportunity to host this
event

He appreciated the efforts
of the government of Sindh
for making the laws pertain-
ing to nutrition and nutrition
policy.

A large number of faculty
members, civil soeciety organ-
izations, Media persons at-
tended the events

E-commerce centre
inaugurated in
Tando Jam

By Irfan Ali Khushk

BADIN: An e-commerce
center has been opened at the
Naka Stop in Tando Jam for
student training, inaugurated
by Syed Ghulam Haider
Shah Kazmi. According to
teports, the center aims to
provide convenience for stu-
dents in Tando Jam, eliminat-
ing the need for them to

Friday, September 27, 2024

Muhammad Farooq Shaikhani
urges to extend deadline for
filing income tax returns

travel to Hyderabad Along-
side e-commerce training,
courses on Amazon and FB
wholesale will also be of-
fered at a lower fee than in
Hyderabad.

This initiative will allow
students from Tando Jam and
surrounding areas 10 make
their mark in the online
world and bring recognition
to their country.

Sindh Ombudsman's
Regional Director
Badin holds an
awareness seminar

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: On the special in-
structions of Provineial Om-

{| budsman Sindh Muhammad

Sohail Rajput, Regional Di-
rector of Ombudsman Badin
Manzoor Ali Soomro con-
ducted a "Brand Ambassador
Program” about the impor-
tance of Provincial Ombuds-
man and their functions in
the Electoral College. An
outreach workshop was or-
panized under the Regional
Director of the Ombudsman
Badin Manzoor Ali Soomro
said thar the instinution of the

Provincial Ombudsman was
established in 1991. Thou-
sands of applications are re-
ceived in this institution
every vear, out of which 80%
of the applicants get relief.
He said that the purpose of
the workshop is 1o send a
message 1o the common peo-
ple through the students that
if there is any complaint
against any provincial de-
partment, the application
should be written on a plain
paper and handed over to the
High Ombudsman office of
Badin or by post or online
through the website

62nd death
anniversary of
poet Muhammad

Siddique Musafir
observed

By GM Chandio

HYDERABALD: President,
Hyderabad Chamber of
Small Traders and Small In-
dustry, Muhammad Faroog
Shaikhani, has urged the
Government of Pakistan to
immediately extend the
deadline for filing income
tax returns, which is cur-
rently set for September 30,
2024. He highlighted the se-

vere challenges faced by the
business ¢ y in sub-

b ity is al-

mitting their retums on time
due to the current economic
conditions and disruptions
in business activities.
Chamber President Fa-
roog Shaikhani highlighted
that rising inflation, record-
high electricity prices, and
the increasing burden of
taxes over the past years
have placed immense pres-
sure on traders. In such cir-
cumstances, not extending
the deadline for filing re-
turns would be unfair to the
business community. He
further added that in the
midst of the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis, where the

ready strugglmg financial
enforcing strict deadlines
from the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) could fur-
ther exacerbate the situa-
tion.

Shaikhani appealed to
the Prime Minister of Pak-
istan Mian Shahbaz Sharif,
the Minister of Finance
Muhammad Aurangzeb and
the Chairman of FBR.,
Rashid Mehmood Langrial
to consider the difficulties
faced by traders and to an-
nounce at least a one-month
extension for filing income
tax returns. This extension
would provide relief to

those traders who have been
unable to file their returns
so far, allowing them to ful-
fill their legal obligations

He pointed out that such
a step would also encourage
more people to enter the tax
net, benefiting the national
exchequer. Moreaver,
Shaikhani referred to the re-
cent disagreements between
the FBR and the business
community over tax collec-
tion matters. The traders
argue that the government's
implementation of tax laws
without any relief is creat-
ing further hardships for
them.

At this moment, he also
urged traders 1o file their an-
nual retums as soon as pos-
sible and play their part in
strengthening the national
economy.Chamber  Presi-
dent  Farcoq  Shaikhani
stated that offering traders
some respite in these tough
times would not only sup-
port business activities but
also  reflect  business-
friendly policies, which are
essential for the growth of
the national economy.

Municipal Chairman Pir
Danish Ali reviews civic
faclhtles in Dadu

By Javed Laghari

DADU: Chairman of the
Municipal Committee
Dadu, Pir Danish Ali,
along with Junior Pir
Mazhar and other offi-
cials, conducted a city
tour to assess ongoing
improvements,  They
emphasized the impor-
tance of lighting major
roads, covering drainage
manholes, and carrying

out mosgquito  control
spraying

Following heavy
rains, there has been a

significant increase in
mosquitoes in Dadu. In
response, Chairman Pir
Danish Ali has initiated
daily mosguito spraving
throughout the city, in-
cluding in all 24 wards
and key institutions
such as the DHOQ Hospi-
tal, Central Jail, and
Usman Bukhari Degree
College, supervised by
Principal Muhammad
Irfan Kalhoro.
Additionally, in Ward

No-6, the lack of covers
an the main drainage
channel had created a
hazardous environment,
causing significant dis-
tress for local residents.
Covers were installed on

the open manholes
under the supervision of
Councillor Hafeez la-
mali.

Furthermore, on the
Chairman's instructions,
broken streetlights along

major roads including
DC House Road,
Mundar Naka Road,

Larkana Road, and
Court Road are being re-
paired to enhance city
lighting. The cleaning
and sanitation efforts
are being conducted
under the supervision of
Chief Municipal Officer
Javed Ahmed Rahputo,
Focal Person Haji Li-
agat Soomro, and com-

mittee members Haji
Qurban Chandio,
Muhammad Aslam
Chawhan, Alawal

Mangi, and worker
Tahir Hussain Laghari.

Meezan Bank expands
career opportunities for

SAU graduates

By Sher Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: In Tando
Bago, a ceremony was held
to commemorate the 62nd
death  anniversary  of
Muhammad Siddique
Musafir, the headmaster of
the first school established
by Mir Ghulam Muhammad
Khan  Talpur, and
renowned poet, author, re-
searcher, and historian. Or-
ganized by the Shadi Active
Group Sindh, the event fea-
tured General Secretary
Sagar Sheedi, Peer Bakhsh
Sheedi, Rashid. Dr. Profes-
sor  Muhammad  Ismail
Memon, Asif Sheedi, Inavat,
Yusuf Mirani, and members
of the Tando Bago Town
Committee including Yaar
Muhammad ~ Khaskheli,
Raja, Sabir Hussain, and

=

Taufiq Ahmed.

Participants Iald ﬂnral
wreaths on  Muhammad
Sadig Musa: grave and
offered prayers. During the
ceremony, Dr. Professor
Muhammad Ismail Memon
and Sagar Sheedi, General
Secretary of the Shadi Active
Group Sindh, along with
Peer Bakhsh Sheedi, the dis-
trict president of Badin,
highlighted that Muhammad
Siddique Musafir, along with
Mir Ghulam Muhammad
Khan Talpur, illuminated the
path of knowledge in the
Laar region. They noted that
not only the descendants of
the impoverished in Laar
benefitted from this knowl-
edge, but the entire Sindh
provinee was enriched by it
They emphasized that the
contributions of their bene-
factors would never be for-
gotten

By Irfan Ali khushk

TANDO JAM: Prof. Dr
Aijaz Ali Khuharo, Dean
of the Faculty of Agri-
cultural Social Sciences
at Sindh Agriculture
University {SAU)
Tando Jam, emphasized
the importance of the
banking sector in pro-
viding internships,
scholarships, and job op-
portunities for students
to strengthen Pakistan’s
agricultural sector.

He made these re-
marks during a seminar
titled "Islamic Banking,
Internships, and Career
Opportunities for Gradu-
ates of Sindh Agriculture
University,” held at Dr.
AM Shaikh Auditorium,
organized by SAUs
Business Incubation
Centre (BIC) in collabo-
ration with Meezan
Bank Hyderabad Zone.

Dr. Khuharo stressed
the need for banks to ac-
s engage with uni-
es to better pre-

students for

pare
real-world challenges.
He praised SAU Vice

Chancellor Dr. Fateh
Marri for his visionary
leadership in ensuring
students gain practical

. ships

opportunities that align
with their academic
achievements. He also
urged Meezan Bank and
other financial institu-
tions to offer paid in-
ternships and scholar-
to  agricultural
students, creating a
bridge between acade-
mia, the agricultural in-
dustry, and the financial
sector. Khurram Behzad
Memon, General Man-
ager of Meezan Bank for
the Hyderabad Region,
shared various intern-
ship and employment
opportunities available
for SAU graduates. He
encouraged students to
prepare for the highly
competitive financial
sector and assured that
successtul  candidates
would be offered paid
internships at Meezan
Bank. Abdul Divan, Re-
gional Shariah Scholar
of Meezan Bank, deliv-
ered an insightful pres-
entation on the core
principles of lslamic fi-
nance. He highlighted
the ethical framework of
Shariah-compliant bank-
ing, rooted in fairness,
risk-sharing, and the
prohibition of interest,
positioning it as a sus-

tainable alternative to
conventional banking

Ghulam Hussain
Wagan, Deputy Director
of BIC, praised SAU’s
commitment to student
development, noting that
the university holds over
150 academic and pro-
fessional sessions annu-
ally to boost students”
skills and knowledge,
while Mr. Wagan has
been appointed as the
focal person from SAU
to ensure a streamlined
partnership with Meezan
Bank, facilitating stu-
dent placements and
professional growth

The event concluded
with a symbolic tree-
planting ceremony, sym-
holizing the strong and
growing partnership be-
tween SAU and Meezan
Bank. The gathering was
attended by Prof. Dr.
Ghulam Mujtaba
Khushk, Dr. Shabana
Tunio, Dr. Muhammad
Yaqoob Koondhar, the
regional management of
Meezan Bank, faculty
members, students, the
local business commu-
nity, progressive land-
lords, and a large num-
ber of SAU graduates
and postgraduates
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China Pledges To Deepen
Collaboration With
Pakistan's HEC

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
China International Devel-
opment Cooperation
Agency  (CIDCA) Luo
Zhachui has resolved to
strengthen collaboration
with the Higher Education
Commission (HEC), Pak-
istan for the uplift of
higher education sector in
Pakistan.

Welcoming Chairman
HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed,
who visited the CPEC
Headgquarters in Beijing on
his invitation on the side-
lines of HUAWEI Connect
2024 event, the Chairman
CIDCA reiterated his sup-
port to all higher education
projects being executed
under the umbrella of
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), said a
press release on Thursday.

The meeting was in
continuation of Zhaohui's
visit to Islamabad in April
2024 wherein he had vis-
ited the Air University and
interacted with students
and faculty from various
universities  connected

through Smart Classrooms.
Zhachui expressed sat-
isfaction over the execu-
tion of Smart Classrooms,
as HEC has set up 100
Smart Classrooms  con-
nected to high-speed, dedi-
cated internet through
Learning  Management
System (LMS).

“It was a matter of great
pleasure to see teachers
and students connected
from remote areas through
a seamless high-speed in-
ternet using these class-
rooms. This is an important
area of further collabora-
tion and CPEC can play an

important role in this re-
gard," he underlined
Reiterating his support
to CPEC projects, espe-
cially those related to
higher education, he

tan and erstwhile FATA.
He mentioned the avai
able funds for such initia-
tives, including interest
free loans from China.
He also hinted at avail-
ability of scholarships for
Pakistani students to pur-
sue higher education in
China.—RT/Agency

PTM Accused Of Using
Afghan Refugees For
Anti-Pakistan Protests

ISLAMABAD. The Pash-
tun Tahafuz Movement

(PTM) has allegedly been §

using Afghan refugees to
organise protests against
Pakistan

According to reports,
PTM's leadership abroad,
including Afghan demon-
strators, has been coordi-
nating anti-Pakistan
profests

Some Afghan individu-
als with clear pro-Indian
leanings are said to be
promoting PTM's propa-
ganda in Western coun-
tries.

Abdul Rehman Hanif,
recently appointed as
PTM's Nebraska State Co-
ardinator in the USA, isa
former member of the
Afghan military and has
openly expressed admira-
tion for India and Hin-

duism
This suggests PTM's
connections  with bath
Afghanistan and India
Similarly, Sharifullah
Sharafat, an Afghan na-
tional based in Virginia,
USA, has been appo
as PTM's State C
tor for Maryland-Virginia
Recently, Afghan indi-
viduals, allegedly incited

by hostile forces, pars
pated in an attack on Pak-
istan's embassy in Ger-
many.

These Afghan nationals
are believed to be follow-
ing PTM’s agenda, which
is viewed as a foreign-
backed proxy aimed at
creating division rather
than addressing legitimate
concemns —RT/Agency

Nepra Hearing Raises
Concerns Over Declining

ISLAMABAD: The Central
Power Purchasing Agency
(CPPA) informed in the
NEPRA hearing that 12.75
billion power units were
sold in August this year

The MNational Electric
Power Regulatory Authority
was hearing an application
on the Fuel Adjustment
Charges for the month of
August. The CPPA said thar
the power consumption was
decreased by 20 percent in
August and called the redue-
tion in industries' power
consumption as alarming
Member Nepra Rafiq Shaikh

said thar the consumption
has dropped in industries
and agriculwre sector. "Hike
in power tariff has been one
of the reasons for reduced
he said

consumption”,
Chairman Nepra said the au-

thority has concemn over de-
crease in the power con-
sumption. “The industries
are being shutdown owing 1o
which the power demand de-
creasing," Nepra member
said —RT/Agency

Gilani Commends
Security Forces For
North Waziristan
Operation Success

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistani
twins who were joined at the
head have been successfully
separated with the help of a
team of medical profession-

ISLAMABAD: Senate
Chairman, Syed Yousuf
Raza Gilani, on Thursda
commended the securin
forces for their successful
intelligence-based operation
i i Fitna Al

iristan.

During the operation, the
forces killed eight Fitna Al
Khwarij involved in multi-
ple acts of terrorism, includ-
ing targeted killings.

Gilani appreciating the
security forces, said, "
entire nation stands shoulder

The security

als-led by Kashmiri-British
neurosurgeon Owase Jeelani
in Turkiye.

11-month-old Mirha and
Minal underwent a couple
operations lasting around 14
hours at Bilkent City Hospi-
tal. in the Turkish capital
city of Ankara.

The twin girls were taken
to Turkiye in May this year
after Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan as-
sured to help the family,
who was unable to get the
suitable treatment in Pak-
istan.

President Erdogan was
contacted by the London-
based pediatric neurosur-

to shoulder with our forces
in the war against terrorism.
The terrorists cannot suc-
ceed in their nefarious de-
signs to spread chaos and
unrest in the country.”

He reiterated the nation's

Pakistani Conjoined Twins
Successfully Separated In Turkiye

geon Jeelani for assistance
in the case.
The separation was done
in two stages under the su-
pervision of the surgical
team led by Dr. Jeelani,
along with Turkish physi-
cians Dr. Harun Demirci and
Dr. Hasan Murat Ergani.
The final 14-hour surgery
was conducted on July 19,

successfully separating the
twins.

The successful surgery
demonstrates the brotherly
relations between the two Is-
lamic countries besides
sending a message globally
that nations should prioritise
collaboration in goodwill ef-
forts to overcome chal-
lenges.—RT/Agency

resolve 10 eradicate the roots
of terrorism, expressing his
best wishes for the brave
soldiers engaged in this
figl

“The whole nation is
prayving for the continued
sue of our courageous
forces,"  he
added —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: The Dis-
trict and Sessions Court in
Islamabad has acquitted
former federal minister

Swabi

5
ISHAWAR: At least one
person was killed and an-
other 16 injured, including
police officers on duty, after
a powerful explosion rocked
the Swabi City police sta-
tion m Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa on Thursday,
causing the building to col-
lapse, local authorities con-
firmed

The blast occurred in the
station's  Storage  room,
where explosive materials
seized from terrorists were
repartedly being kept. Ac-
cording 1o initial reports, the
explosion was triggered by
a shon circuit, which caused
multiple detonations.

Distrier Police Officer
(DPO) Swabi said investi-
pations are underway 1o de-

' | termine the exact nature of

the blast. "The explosion

Powerful Blast At

Station Claims One
Life, Injures 16

Fawad Chaudhry, in the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) contempt
case. media reported.

As per details, the case
was filed against Fawad
Chaudhry for allegedly
using derogatory language

Police

against the ECP during a
press conference in La-
hore.

The counsel told the
court that the press con-
ference was held in La-
hore however the case
was registered in Islam-
abad.

The court ruled in
favor of Fawad Chaudhry,
acquitting him of the con-

Fawad Chaudhry Acquitted
In ECP Contempt Case

tempt charges.

It is important to note
here that PTI founder and
former federal minister
Fawad Chaudhry were in-
dicted in the ECP con-
tempt case on Jan 3, 2024

During the hearing, the
accused in the case were
formally charged through
read-aloud  indict-
ment —RT/Agency

&

ISLAMABAD: In a startling
revelation, the foreign office
on Thursday disclosed that it
was not aware of the recent
visit of about a dozen ambas-
sadors 10 Swat where they
narrowly escaped a terrorist
attack

At least one police offi-
cial part of the security
squad was martyred when an
explosion hit the vehicle

has severely damaged the
building, and rescue teams
are on the ground," he

leading the diplomats on the
way 0 Malam Jaba earlier
this week. All foreign am-

bassadors, who attended an

stated
Rescue workers and fire

brigade p quickly

] -
event organised by the cham-
ber of commerce, were un-
harmed and returned 1o Ts-
Tamabad safely

No group claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack

However, the incident

FO Unaware Of Diplomats’ Visit
To Swat: Baloch

raised serious questions
about the security arrange-
ments. The  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa government
claimed it was not informed
about the visit of foreign
diplomats to the region
which was once a hotbed of
termorism.

On Thursday, Foreign
Office Spokesperson Mum-
taz Zahra Baloch was asked
a series of questions about
the incident, protocols and
the role of the foreign min-
istry —RT/Agency

M ey

reached the scene, transfer-
ring the injured to nearby

plex, where an gency

I
1
hospitals, including the !
Bacha Khan Medical Com- 1
1

has been declared 1

A hospital spokesperson |
confirmed that eight injured |
have been admitted so far, |
with two in critical condi- |
tion. "All necessary medical §
care is being provided, and |
the hospital administration 1
is elosely monitoring the s
uation,” the spokesperson
added. Bomb disposal squads
have been called in 10 ensure the

area is safe and assess the re-

! By Dr Mirza MB Qamar
reining risks —RT/Agency

IGUIRANWALA: In

Youth To

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
the Prime Minister's Youth
Programme, (PMYP) Rana
Mashhood Ahmed Khan, on
Thursday emphasized the
need for youth to engage in

tourism activities and explore
diverse cultural traditions
Celebrating Waorld
! Tourism Day at a local hotel
I he highlighted the impor-
I tance of tourism in youth de-
1 velopment and its impact on
I the economy.
I The event featured dis-

Professor Barkat Baloch

advances research on Shaikh : Two Killed In Shooting
in meeting with his son

Ayaz

KARACHI:  Renowned
writer, and scholar

sor Barkat Baloch is - Ayaz's son, Monis Ayaz, to

continuing his research on

erary figure Shaikh Ayaz.
In Karachi, he met with
research

further  the

the celebrated poet and lit- process. During the meet-

ing, they discussed
life, shared memorable

stories, and reflected on
their  time spent to-
gether —RT

cussions on tourism initia-
J tives, cultural exchanges, and
]

Mashhood Encourages

Tourism Diversity

Palignment with Chief
I Minister Maryam Nawaz
1Sharif's vision for a
tdrug-free Punjab, tar-
1 geted anti-narcotics op-
j erations are being inten-
psified across various
jdistricts, including Gu-
jrat. Under the supervi-
nerworking opportunities sion of IG Punjab Dr
Rana Mashhood Ahmed | Usman Anwar and DPO
Khan reiterated the govem- Mustansar Bajwa, the
ment's commitment to pro- - police have conducted a
moting tourism and empow- Viotal of 80,910 raids on
ering youth drug dealers' hideouts
He encouraged youth to | this year
take advantage of tourism The operations have
opportunities and contribute lled to the arrest of
to the country's economic | 44,830 suspects involved

Embrace

the registration of 44 767
cases Significant
seizures include over
7.37.000 liters of alco-
hol, along with substan-

Gujranwala Police
Intensify Anti-Narcotics
i Operations Under CM
! Maryam's Directive

cotics: 5487 kg of
240 kg of
, 285 kg of opium,
and 132 kg of ice
Additionally, 1,240
individuals  suffering
from addiction have been
admitred to rehabilitation
centers. DPO Mustansar
Bajwa emphasized the
need for increased speed
in intelligence-based op-
erations  against drug
dealers and smugglers
He called for daily
search and combing op-
erations around educa-
tional institutions and
hostels to combat the
drug supply chain and
ensure severe penalties
for all involved in this

growth. The event aimed to 1in drug trafficking and tial quantities of nar- heinous trade

promote tourism and cul- |

tural exchange among youth |
and was attended by vouth |
leaders, tourism stakehold-
ers, and government offi-

two dead and one other
sustained injuries in firing
outside Judicial Complex
in Islamabad, media re-
I ported.
According to sources,
§ the deceased have been
i identified as Syed Tafseer
j Haider and Nazir, while
j the injured person has
been identified as
I Nadeem.

The firing allegedly
started when the opposing
party opened fire after the
other party was released
from the court.

Earlier, at least one per-
1 son killed and another sus-
1 tained injury after uniden-
1 tified men opened fire at

' Outside Islamabad
-  Judicial Complex

gl ISLAMABAD: At least

1

. ; 1
cials. —RT/Agency 1
1

1

1

By Abid Mahmood Ch

I TOBA TEK SINGH: Un-
Vknown armed robbers
Ibroke the locks and
lchains of a local goods
ltransport warehouse and
the judicial complex inlescaped after looting din-
Lakki Marwat district of | ner sets, lentils, and other

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pitems worth millions of
(KP) province rupees. It has been
The police while con- glearned  that Malik

firming the incident at the y Muhammad Younis of
Lakki Marwat judicial j Chak No. 298 JB had set
complex said that they ar- jup a warchouse for a
rested one person for his | goods transport company
role in the firing incident. near the PASCO ware-
"The body and injured ~house on Toba Road.
shifted to a district head- 1 Early last night, Malik
quarters hospital,” they 'Muhammad Younis un-
said. loaded a truck loaded

This is not the first such Vwith goods from various
incident of violence inside I eities for different shop-

courts nationwide as
cently in Lahore, two pes
ple facing murder charges |
were shot dead outside a |
sessions court in La-)
hore, —RT/Agency 1

keepers and locked up the
warechouse before going
home. During this time,
three unidentified armed
robbers broke into the
warehouse, stealing 24

expensive dinner sets
several sacks of lentils,
and other goods, loading
them onto a loader rick-
shaw, and fleeing the
scene. The stolen goods
are estimated to be worth
over 450,000 rupees.
Notably, one of the
robbers was allegedly car-
rying a wireless set and
stopped two motercyclists
passing by, impersonating
a police officer. He
searched them under the

Robbers Loot Goods
Transp_ort Warehouse

pretense of checking and
snatched thousands of ru-
pees in cash and mobile
phones before escaping.
So far, the City Police
Station, after some delay,
has registered a case of
theft from the goods
transport warehouse. The
public has expressed con-
cern over the increasing
incidents of theft, rob-
bery, and snatching
within the limits of the
City Police Station
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akistan’s recent approval of a $7 bil-
lion loan agreement from the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) marks a
crucial turning point in the country’s
economic history. Supported by "significant fi-
nancing assurances” from China, Saudi Ara-
bia, and the UAE, this deal offers a temporary
respite from the immediate financial crisis.
The backing from these key allies goes beyond
simply rolling over $12 billion in loans, sig-
naling strong international confidence in Pak-
istan's economic potential. However, the larger
question remains—will this finally be Pak-

istan's last IMF bailout?

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s commit-

Welcoming Pakistan’s Last IMF Deal

ment to making this the last IMF program for
Pakistan brings hope to a nation weary of
decades of dependency on international finan-

stability.

REGISE

<=NAL TIMES:

cial aid. This is Pakistan’s 23rd IMF program
since 1958, an alarming number that reflects
deep-seated economic issues that need urgent
resolution. The new agreement calls for
"sound policies and reforms" to stabilize the
economy, and the Pakistani government must
not only follow through but also take bold,
long-term steps to strengthen macroeconomic

While this deal offers a necessary lifeline, it
is critical that Pakistan breaks the cycle of re-
curring financial crises. Economic reforms
must focus on promoting sustainable growth,
reducing fiscal deficits, and diversifying the
country’s economy. The international backing
provides a platform for rebuilding, but the re-
sponsibility now falls on the leadership to en-
sure this opportunity is not wasted.If Pakistan
follows through on the Prime Minister’s prom-
ise, this could indeed be the last IMF deal,
providing a pathway toward self-reliance and
economic independence. Now is the time to
make that promise a reality.
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Surprise visits to primary
schools reveal absenteeism
and school closures

celebrate
excellence

By Roshan Memen

JOHI: Shahabuddin Shahani
the Taluka Education Officer
for Primary Schools in Johi,
conducted surprise visits 1o
various primary schools in
the region 1o assess educa-
tional standards. During
these visits, several schools
were found closed, and some
teachers were absent

The TEQ expressed as-
tonishment upon discovering
that a school with an enroll-
ment of 120 students had
only three teachers present,
with only six students actu-
ally attending. He empha-
sized that such inflated en-
rollment figures would not be
tolerated.

Several schools  were
found closed which inckude

Government  Primary
School Allah Bachayo Ja-
mali,

Government  Primary
School Selman Panhwar,
Government  Primary

School Urs Jamali,

Primary

Government
School Wahi Ja Fagir,
Government  Primary
School Shadan,
Government  Primary

School Mazari Mastoi
Additionally, staff from
the schools were reported ab-
sent for several days which
include
Government
School Hero Khan,
Government  Primary
School Shahmeer Lund,
Government  Primary
School Fagir Mubhammad Ja-

Primary

mali,

Government  Primary

School Bari,
Government  Primary
School  Qadir  Bakhsh

Kalhoro.Explanations have
been issued to the absent
staff, requiring them 1o re-
spond within three working
days. Failure to provide a sat-
isfactory response will result
in reports w the Director's
office for further action under
AND rules, ensuring that the
futures of innocent children
are not jeopardized

Helping Hands Pakistan
organizes crlcket tournament

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: A two-
day cricket rournament
was organized in Jacoba-
bad by Helping Hands
Pakistan in collaborarion
with the Sports and
Youth Affairs Depart-
ment. The tournament
featured eight teams
composed of children
from local streets, with
the Jeay Shah and Young
Tigers teams reaching
the final

After an exciting
match in the final, the
Jeay Shah team claimed
the trophy. At the con-
clusion of the tourna-

ment, special guest
Chairperson  Shahzor
Khan Rind, District

Sports Officer Masood

Ahmed Soomra, and
CEO Zulfigar Ali Brohi
presented trophies and
prizes to the captains of
the winning and runner-
up teams.

Leaders emphasized

that organiz

2
cricket tournament aims |

to encourage street-play-
ing children and foster
their interest in sports,
allowing their talents to
emerge

Farmers warn of strong
protests against rice mills
and traders

By Kamran Hidayat

SUJAWAL: In Sujawal
district, farmers are deeply
troubled by rice mills and
traders lowering the prices
of paddy after the harvest
According to reports, the
paddy harvest has begun
in various towns of Su-
jawal, where rice mill
owners and traders have
set their preferred prices,
causing difficulties for the
farmers

Farmers Abdul
Ghatoor Palipoto, Raees
Shaukat Ali Laghari, Syed

Abdullah Shah, Raees
Amin Chang, Raees Man-
zoor Ali Lagharn, Azeem
Lund, Magbool Ali, and
others spoke to journalists,
stating that after the paddy
harvest, the rice mill own-
ers and traders have estab-
lished a monopoly by low-
ering prices. They
reported that before the
harvest, paddy was selling
for 3,750 rupees per
mound and 75,000 rupees
per acre, but now that the
crop has entered the mar-
ket, the price has dropped
1o 2,800 rupees per mound

and 56,000 rupees per
acre, which they describe
as outright injustice

The farmers also men-
tioned that recent rains
have severely damaged
the crops, causing stand-
ing water in the fields,
which has adversely af-
fected the harvest. They
called on the Sindh gov-
ernment and higher au-
thorities to take strict ac-
tion against the rice mills
and traders, demanding
fair prices, or else they
will  announce  strong
protests,

SAU and KCAET

academic
and global

recognition in Sindh

First global conference on
family planning held at
SMBBMU

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutio
Medical University held its
first global conference on
family planning. Addressing
the conference, Provincial
Minister for Health and Pop-
ulation Dr. Azra Fazal
Pechuho remarked that host- §
ing the first global confer- |
ence on family planning in
the ancestral city of Shaheed ¥
Benazir Bhutto is commend-
able. She congratulated Vice
C| Professor Nusrat

By Nasem Ahmed Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: Dir. Jam Ghu-
lam Murtaza Sehto, Principal
of Sindh Agriculture Univer-
sity (SAU) Tando Jam, elo-
quently emphasized the inst-
tation's role in nurturing
skilled professionals critical
for the development of Sindh
province in Pakistan. Speak-
ing at an event hosted by the
Khairpur College of Agr
tural Engineering and Tech-
nology (KCAET) on Thurs-
day. He lauded the
university's efforts in creat-
ing a brain drain powerhouse
through irs programs This
ceremony honored Dr. Li-
aquat Ali Lund, who for the
second time has been ranked

among the op two scientists
globally in the field of math-

ematics by the prestigious
Stanford University and El-
sevier. Dr. Lund, a dedicated
faculty member of KCAET,
has once again brought im-
mense pride 10 SAU and
KCAET. His remarkable
achievements underscore the
high academic standards and
the rigorous sciemific culmre
fostered within these institu-
tions. The ceremony at

ul- KCAET was a celebration of

academic excellence, global
recognition, and the promis-
ing future of educational in-
stitutions in Pakistan. As
SAU and KCAET continue
to nurture talent and foster
innovation, they stand as
beacons of hope and progress
for Pakistan and irs four
provinces  especially  for
Sindh province

Jacobabad

journalists demand
justice for their
colleagues

By Muhammed Ali Surhio

JACOBABAD: In Jacoba-
bad, journalists and citi-
zens staged a protest
against the false charges
and subsequent arrests of
young journalists Ghulam
Yasln Dayo and Khair
Muhammad Dayao, filed by
the city police. Led by
Jjournalist Muhammed Al
Surhio, the protest began at
Shaheed Allah  Bakhsh
Soomro Park, gathering a
larze crowd, including JUIL
district Amir Dr. AG
Ansari, PPP  leader
Madeem Qureshi, and Haji
Ghulam Nabi Rand, presi-
dent of the Labor Citizens'
Union.

Marching through vari-

ous streets, the demonstra-

t-in outside the
chanting slo-

leaders condemned thl. Clt}
police for filing false
charges and unlawfully ar-

will not be tolerated. They
demanded that 1G Sindh,
DIG Larkana, and SSP Ja-
cobabad conduct a trans-
parent investigation into
the false charges, ensure
the safety of journalists,
and take action against the
involved police officers.
They warned that if their
demands were not met,
they would escalate their
profests

Shah and the presenters of re-
search papers for organizing

ment in Sindh is f{:cwlngon
child nutrition through en-
hancements in the Child Nu-
trition Act, and efforts are un-
derway 1o create  a
baby-friendly in

such an ex: v event
Dr. Pechuho emphasized
that assembly seats should
not be linked o population
growth, as doing so would
lead to an increase in popula-
tion rather than a decrease.
She mentioned that the allo-
cation of NFC awards also
depends on population, and it
is crucial to consider how to
control population growth.
She highlighted improve-
ments in the productive
health care system, making
awareness and access 1o
medications more efficient
and accessible. Dr. Pechuho
noted that the Health Depart-

every hospital, allowing
working women 10 breast-
feed their children comfon-
ably.
Abdullah Khan, Secre-
tary of the Population Wel-
fare  Department  in
Balochistan, pointed out
that Pakistan ranks fifth
globally in terms of popu-
lation. If this trend contin-
ues, Pakistan will be the
fourth most populous
country in 26 years. He
highlighted the alarming
statistics of 6.1 million
births annually in Pakistan
with maternal and child

mortality rates also con-
cerning The  conference
was attended by notable
figures, including Parlia-
mentary  Secretary  for
Health and Population
Nida Khuhro, Sindh Secre-
tary for Health Rehan Igbal
Baloch, Secretary for Pap-
ulation and Welfare Hafiz
Abdul Hadi Baloch, Vice
Chancellor of Peoples Uni-
versity of Medical and
Health Sciences Nawab-
shah Professor Dr. Gulshan
Ali Memon, and Vice
Chancellor of Begum Nus-
rat Bhutto Women Univer-
sity Sukkur Professor Tah-
mina Nangarhar, along
with many officers, doc-
tors, and personalities re-
lated to health and popula-
tion welfare sectors

Chlorine gas leak at WASA
Filter Plant leaves 25
children unconscious

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: In  the
Khurshid Town area near
the Panjari Police Station, a
chlorine gas leak from the
WASA filter plant caused
widespread panic, leading to
25 children fainting due to
inhalation. According to
doctors, three of the chil-
dren are in critical condi-
tion.

Local residents evacu-
ated the area as Rescue 1122
teams arrived to initiate
cooling operations. The
Medical Superintendent of
the Civil Hospital reported
that 25 unconscious and
semi-conscious  children

have been admitted for
treatment, with efforts heing
made by the civil adminis-
tration and doctors to ensure
their recovery. Some chil-
dren's health remains criti-

o
| &

MD WASA Zahir Kham-
tio, discussing the incident,
confirmed that a chlorine
gas cylinder at the filter
plant had leaked. He specu-
lated that unknown individ-
uals may have attempted to
steal the cylinder, but he had
no prior knowledge of the
leak. He added that the leak
has now been sealed. They
highlighted that covers for
manholes, procured years
ago, were sourced from pre-

ferred contractors who pro-
vided substandard products
Calls for proper inspections
of these contracts were
made, suggesting that many
underlying issues would
come to light

WASA sources indicated
that while this incident oc-
curred in the pumping area,
similar chlorine cylinders
are present at every water
pumping station, raising
concerns about potential
leaks elsewhere. They em-
phasized the importance of
testing chlorine cylinders
upon purchase, asserting
that the favoritism in con-
tract awards has led to these
safety oversights,

One more member of gang
of thieves arrested

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: A few days ago
5 armed suspects es-
caped from Golarchi by
stealing 15 lac rupees
cash and an iPhone from
Imtiaz Soomro, an em-
ployee of Postal Host
Company. Bakhsh Ko-
rejo and Ashana Jatoi
were arrested and Rs 3
lac c.ash was recovered

the acuused Last day,

under the leadership of
DSP  Shaheed Fazi
Rahu Shakeel Ahmad
Solangi, SHO Shaheed
Fazil Rahu Police Sta-
tion Inspector Ghulam
Mustafa Aglani took ac-
tion and arrested an-
other operative of the
gang named  Allah
Bakhsh. 30 bore pistol,
5 rounds and d 2 lac ru-
pees in cash has been re-
covered. Accused
Bakhsh Keerie was

wanted by the under-
cover police in the cases
of extortion at Shaheed
Fazil Rahu and Kario
Ghanwar police stations.
Faridullah Chandio, a
resident of Nawabshah,
who is accused of the
gang of extorting cash
from the postal host
company’s employee, is
absconding and wanted
by the police, raids are
being conducted to ar-
rest him
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-Congratulations Usman!

Pakistan's Usman Wazeer
knocks down Indian
boxer in just 65 seconds

THAILAND:  Pakistan's
Usman Wazeer sensa
ally dismantled Indian
boxer, Thehlak Selvam, in
just 65 seconds in a highly
anticipated professional
boxing clash.
he six-round bout, held

at a boxing arena in Thai-
land, barely made it past
the first few seconds of the
opening  tound  when
Wazeer delivered a power-
ful punch that knocked the
Indian boxer to the ground

Struggling to recover,
Thehlak Selvam received
anather heavy blow after
which he couldn't recover
Seeing that the Indian
boxer was unable to re-
spond, the referee stopped

the fight, declaring Usman
Wazeer the winner on tech-
nical grounds.

his  victory —marks

hly Usman Wazeer's 14th con-

secutive win in profes-
sional boxing, solidifying
his reputation as a rising
star in the sport. He has se-
cured prestigious titles in-
cluding the World Youth
Title, Asian Title, and Mid-
dle East Title, bringing ho-
nour to Pakistan and Gilgit-
Baltistan. Taking to X
(formerly Twitter) after his
triumph, Wazeer called
upon the prime ministers of
Pakistan and India to work
towards fostering better re-
lations between the two na-
tions. —RT/Agency

Under-fire Bangladesh
ex-skipper Shakib

announces

KANPUR: Bangladesh ex-
captain Shakib Al Hasan,
facing prosecution for his
relationship with the coun-
try's former leader, said on
Thursday he would soon re-
tire  from  iternational
cricket but hoped 1o play at
least one more match back
home first.

Shakib is facing murder
charges along with dozens
of ather members of ex-pre-
mier Sheikh Hasina's party
who have been accused of
culpability in a deadly po-
lice crackdown on protest-
ers

The 37-year-old, who
briefly served as a lawmaker
under Hasina this year, has
not returned to Bangladesh
since the toppling of her
government last month in a
student-led revolution

Shakib said that mext
vear's Champions Trophy in
Pakistan would be his last
imtemational outing,

But he added that he
wanted 1o retum home for a
slated  two-Test  series
against South Africa, and
had asked the Bangladesh
Cricker Board if he could
come back

retirement

"It's my desire, T have
said this to BCE and the se-
lectors," Shakib told re-
porters ahead of Friday’s
second Test against India in
Kanpur.

"They agreed with me,
that they are trying 1o organ-
ise everything if possible, so
that T can go back to
Bangladesh, play those two
Test matches in Mirpur and
finish my Test career there.”

He added: "If that doesn't
happen maybe this is my last
one "

The South Africa tour
due to start on October 21 is
still under a cloud, with the
Proteas assessing whether
Bangladesh is safe enough
after last month's revolurion.
Shakib told reporters ahead of
Friday's second Test against
India in Kanpur that he did
not "want to talk much" about
the criminal proceedings
against him. "You all know
whar type of case ir is, and
where I was and what I was
doing art thar rime," he said
Shakib was playing in a do-
mestic  Twenty20 cricket
competition in Canada dur-
ing the unrest that ousted
Hasina — Agency

Face of the Day

PAK vs ENG: Zahid Mahmood included
in Pakistan squad ahead of first Test

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)
has provided an update
on the Test squad ahead
of the first Test of the
three-match series
against England.
Leg-spinner Zahid
Mahmeood will join the
pre-test camp in Multan
as the 16th player, but
the final squad will be
trimmed to 15 players
for the first Test. set to
begin on October 7.
"Kamran Ghulam and
Mohammad Ali will re-
main on reserve but will
continue playing do-
mestic matches to stay
match-ready." the PCB

said in a statement
"All three players are
part of the Pakistan Test
team setup, but 15 play-
ers are sufficient for the
home Test series due to
cricketing and logistical

reasons." he added.
The PCB highlighted
that it would be more
beneficial for Ghulam
and Ali to gain playing
time in domesti
matches rather than sit-

ting in the dugout dur-
ing the series. The move
allows them to keep
sharp and in form for
potential call-ups dur-
g future matches.
Remember, PCB con-
firmed the squad for the
first Test on Tuesday.
The squad will assem-
ble in Multan on Mon-
day, September 30, with
the training camp com-
mencing on October 1.
The selected play-
ers were withdrawn
from the Champions
One-Day Cup playoffs
to allow them some
rest ahead of the se-
ries.—Agency

o

England captain Stokes 'on track' to

LONDON: England Test
captain Ben Stokes on
Thursday, has been given
a green signal to partici-
pate in the three-maich
Test series against Pak-
istan, scheduled to com-
mence on Getober 7

The all-rounder has
been out of action since
suffering a hamstring in-
jury while playing for the
Northern Superchargers in
The Hundred 2024,

Stokes underwent
scans  on  Wednesday,
which indicated that he is
‘on track’ to attain match
fitness for the upcoming
series against Pakistan

"The results of the
sgans were positive and
confirmed that his recov-
ery, since sustaining the
injury six-and-a-hall
weeks ago, remains on

play Pakl

against Pakistan,
land and Wales Cricke
Board (ECB) statement
said

England are set to de-
part for Pakistan on Octo-
ber 1 with the opening
Test scheduled to begin on
October 7.

Despite being on track
to participate in the up-

stan Tests

duubl: about
Ben  Stokes
would be able to bowl.

"1 think that's vou get-
ting ahead of yourself
Obviously I've been six-
and-a-half weeks now of
just walking and doing
stuff in the gym," said
Stokes in response 10 a
question regarding the
chances of him bowling in

the Pakistan Tests.
"There's a lot more
than just my hamstring

that I need to get back fir- | A:

ing and working up again
in terms of bowling, be-
cause you use everything,
s0 I need to get that all
right to make sure I don't
do any damage to other
parts of my body," he
added.

The three-match Test

¢ series between Pakistan

and England, part of the
ICC World Test Champi-
onship (WTC), will run
from October 7 to 28 with
matches  scheduled in
Multan and Rawalpindi.

For the unversed, this
will be England's second
tour of Pakistan in two
vears. They won the last
Test series 3-0 in Decem-
ber 2022, —Agency

Red-ball coach Jason Gillespie stresses
importance of showing falth in cricketers

FAISALABAD: Pakistan's
red-ball cricket team head
coach Jason Gillespie has
emphasised on the impor-
tance of giving confidence
and showing faith in existing
group of cricketers

“"We picked a squad
which is not too dissimilar o
what  we had against
Bangladesh. I'm really keen
to show our faith and belief
in our players,” said Gille-
spie:

The head coach also dis-
cussed a range of topics,
from player development o
fimess challenges and the les-
sons he has leamed so far
while speaking during com-
mentary at the Champions
Cup match between Lions
and Stallions on Wednesday.

“We don't want 1o have
knee-jerk reactions after
every bad game or a result
thar hasa't gone our way. We

cause EllE\« e very good pla\-
ers, and we showed glimpses
of good cricket in both the
first and second Test against
Bangladesh in Pindi." Gille-
spie said

However, the head coach
recognized the need for
greater consistency. "We just
need to do it a linle bit more
consistently,"  he added,
stressing that maintaining
trust in the players could help
them achieve the desired re-

lomed 10 Aus1raha with the
Pakistan Shaheens - shared
his experience of gening ac-
quainted with the players and
support staff.
he team's been great,”
he said. "I was fortunate
enough to be in Darwin with
the Pakistan Shaheens, which
Was 8 great experience 1o get
to know some of the guy
playing underneath the test
side. Obviously, the test se-
ries didn't go the way we

=
W

ting 1o know the players, the
support stafT, and everyone
within Pakistan cricket has
been fantastic.”
Gillespie,
renowned fast bowler, also

| acknowledged the impor-

tance of fitness in Test
cricket

"Fitness has been well-
documented in the press.
That's certainly something, as
far as I'm concerned, and
having spoken 1w Gary
Kirsten, is controllable. It's
something that we can con-
trol. We can continue to de-
velop and work on that be-
cause, as we know, Test
cricket is a challenge.”
Gillespie remarked.

One player who has
caught the eye of the
cricketing community is
Kamran Ghulam, whoe
has been in outstanding
form in the Champions

himself  a|f

Asim Khan upsets Egypt'
Yahya Al-Nawasani to
reach Charlottesville Open
quarter-finals

WVIRGINIA: In the Char-
lottesville Open  Squash
Tournament, Pakistan's Asim
Khan pulled off a major
upset by defeating second
seed Yahya Al-Nawasani of
Egypt in a thrilling match to
reach the quarter-finals.

In this tournament, held
in the US state of Virginia,
Asim overcame his strong

vptian opponent afier a
y‘ue]llnk hour-long battle.

Asim Khan triumphed
over Yahya Al-Nawasani
with scores of 11-7, 4-11, 11-
6, 7-11, and 11-7. This im-
pre: e victory has secured
a place in the tourna-
ment's quart als.

Meanwhile, another Pak-
istani player, Ashab Irfan,
was knocked out in the s
ond round by Egypt's seventh
seed Tbrahim Al-Kabbani
Ashab suffered defeat with
scores of 11-8, 11-7, 7-11,
and 11-7.

The total prize money for
the Charlottesville Open
Squash  Tournament s
$28.750, and squash players
from around the world are
participating in the event.

On Wednesday, Asim

Khan, after falling behind
two games, staged a remark-
able comeback to overcome
Brazil's Diego Gobbi with a
3-2 victory. Despite losing
the first two games 5-11 and
9-11. Asim rallied to win the
next three games 11-8, 11-8,
and 11-8.

The total prize pool for
the Charlottesville Open
stands at $28,750, with top-
ranked international players
competing.

Earlier in July, Khan
clinched the Jones Creek
Open Squash Championship
title in the USA.

The final, which offered a
prize money of USD 12, (K4,
saw World No. 73 defeating

is fellow countryman Ashab
Irfan by 3-1. The second-
seeded Asim triumphed over
third-seeded  Ashab  with
scores of 11-7, 7-11, 4-11,
and 4-11. This victory marks
Asim Khan's third PSA title
of the year and the 10th of his
career. Earlier in 2024, Asim
had alr clinched two ti-
tles, winning the Wild Card
Challenger in hington
and the Squash Inspire Chal-
lenger in March —Agency

PCB seeks consultant in
Sports Medicine to address
cricketers' fitness challenges

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) an-
nounced their decision to
appoint a consultant in
Sparts Medicine to ensure
the timely diagnosis and
management of fitness is-
sues affecting cricketers at
both domestic and interna-
tional levels.

This move comes in re-
sponse to ongoing chal-
lenges in identifying and
treating injuries that have
impacted players' per-
formance

In a bid 1o fill this cru-
cial role, the PCB has is-
sued a public advertise-
ment, seeking qualified
candidates with expertise

be responsible for diag-
nosing and treating play-
ers’ injuries, as well as
overseeing their rehabili-
tation

The role will also in-
volve close collaboration
with physiotherapists and
trainers from both the na-
tional and domestic teams,
ensuring a coordinated ap-
proach to maintaining
player fitness.

According to the PCB,
candidates must hold an
MBBS degree, possess at
least 10 years of relevamt
experience, and demon-
strate a solid understand-
ing of sports culture and
decision-making abilities

want to show the faith and sults would have liked against Cup, scoring two cen-|in Sports Medicine The The applications are open
belief in these players be- Gillespie who also Bangladesh, but to start pet- turies. —Agency appointed consultant will 1ill October 10 —Agency
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Cardi B breaks
silence on Offset
cheating allegation

.

Offset claimed Cardi
B cheated on her during
her pregnancy. Now, the
latter is seemingly break-
ing silence in a cryptic
way.

Thl. Bodak Yellow
rapper on the internet
wrote a two-word re-

e, T"AN DID

This post sparked a
frenzy among her fans
who, according to The
Independent, believed the
Grammy winner had con-
firmed the allegations her
ex-husband leveled at her
during her Instagram
Live session, where he

dropped a comment, "U

**x%% with a baby in-
side tell the truth!l."
More so, the mother-
of-three admitted she "re-
grets” her time with the
ex-Migos band member.
"A hurt Nikka will do

the unthinkable,” she
penned.  "Please God
cover me Frum the evil 1

can't see

She wnnnuud "When
I'm ready to spill my tea
there will be dates on
when 1 started doing my
purging 111" In July,
Cardi filed for divorce for
the second time with Offset
after taking back her deci-
sion when she opted for the

Jennifer Lopez rcpuncdl:‘;
still believes that she and Ben
Affleck can give their crip-

pling  marnage another
chance.
Even though Jennifer

Lopez, who tied the knot
with the director in 2022,
filed for divorce from Ben in
April 2024, she is struggling
to say goodbye to him, as per

first time in 2020

the findings of Heat Maga-

zine

Spilling the beans on the
matter, an insider recently
shared with the outlet,
“While Jen has been trying to
be strong in public, behind
closed doors she's less sure of
herself."

As per this confidante, the
On The Floar crooner "has
admitted that she's been
missing Ben a lot”

filing iur dwolu would
spark him to take drastic ac-
tion to turn things around
and try to win her back, so
the fact he still wants to go
ahead with their split is
heartbreaking,” the source
continued

Similar claims were made
by an msider privy to In
Touch Weekly, who revealed

Jennifer Lopez's 'secret attempts'
amid Ben Afﬂeck split revealed

earlier that "J. Lo has been
through a lot in her life, But
this year has really tested
how much pain she can with-
stand."

In addition to this, the 1
sider maintained at the time,
"Though she's putting on a
brave face in public, behind
closed doors she's been in
tears,” and added, "It's the
worst vear of her life.”
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Khairpur Police arrest
two for fleecing BISP
beneficiaries

By Nasem Ahmed Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: Khairpur Po-
lice conducted a raid at the
Benazir Income Support Pro-
gram center on the orders of
DIG Sukkur, arresting two
device holders for illegally
deducting  funds  from
women's welfare payments.
At the Benazir Income
Support Program center, two
device holders, Aziz Ahmed
Manglo and  Musawir
Khuhro, were found illegally
deducting money from the
welfare funds intended for
poar, underprivileged
women. The Police have reg-

istered a case against them arrested the culprits. How- device holders remain free
under govemment orders and  ever, several other influential from any action.

DC Dr. Rasheed Masood
Khan chairs meeting
of District Reforms
Oversight Committee

By Younis Chandio

MIRPURKHAS: Bright fu-
ture of our children is asso-

clated with better and qual-

ity education. These views
were expressed by Deputy
Commissioner Mirpurkhas
Dr. Rasheed Masood Khan
while presiding over the
District Reforms Oversight
Committee meeting in his
office. He further said that
Sindh Education Depart-
ment is planning better
strategies and keeping in
view the requirements of
time 1o provide quality edu-
cation in government
schools so that the children
have a bright future as well

as prepare themselves for i

the competition. Therefore,
the district administration is
making every possible effort

to open the closed schools in
the district immediately and
expose the children to the
skills of education. He di-
rected Chief Monitoring Of-
ficer Abdul Wahab Memaon
10 activate monitoring teams
to ensure the attendance of
teachers in schools and to
take departmental action
against teachers who are
constantly absent and whose
buildings are in bad condi-
tion. Their full report should
be provided. He directed the
District Coordinator of the
Reforms Support Unit to
give a detailed repont of the
ongoing programs in the dis-
trict under the Reforms Sup-
port Program which is ongo-

of education and in this con-
text, the social organizations

regarding education. A re-
port should also b;,g]u.n ful
whatever responsibili
there. Deputy Commissioner
Mirpurkhas Dr. Rasheed
Masood Khan directed the
Assistant Engineer Educa-
tion Works Sajjad Memon o
provide a complete report of
the schools which have ren-
ovation and repair schemes
across the district

The meeting was at-
tended Chief Monitoring
Officer Mirpurkhas Abdul
‘Wahab Memon. Deputy
District Officer Secondary
Schools Ali Khan Nargjo,
Deputy District Officer
Primary Schools Gianc-
hand, District  Officer
SEMIS Dr. Chaman Man-
sha, and officers of related
departments in large num-
ber

Selection process for
Rapid Response Force
officers underway

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: Under the
direction of Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Sindh, Ghu-
lam Nabi Memon, the se-
lection process for police
officers 1 serve in the
Rapid Response Force
(RRF) is currently ongoing
at the police headquarters
in Hyderabad.

Led by SSP RRF
Madam Naseem Ara Pan-
hwar, along with DSP
Parvez Abro and Inspector
Muhammad Aslam, the se-
lection commirtee is metic-
ulously reviewing the edu-
cational  qualifications,
physical health standards,
service records, and ages of
police officers from the
districts of Dadu,
Jamshoro, and Badin who
are under transfer or re-
placement

Present at the selection
were In-Charge Establish-
ment DIGP Office Hyder-
abad Range Bashir Ahmed
Shah and establishment
clerk Himmat Ali Junejo

38P RRF Madam
Naseem Ara Panhwar stated
that the RRF has made out-
standing contributions to

taining law and order

dh. Officers and per-
sonnel of the RRF have
sacrificed their lives to pro-
tect the safety and dignity
of citizens and to combat
crime. She expressed hope
that the selected officers

would demonstrate their
best capabilities in upros
ing crime, upholding the
rule of law, and establish-
ing peace and order. She
also mentioned that the se-
lected officers would re-
ceive an RRF allowance.

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: A newly-
wed couple named Tahir
Gaho and Ramsha addressed
a press conference at the
Tando Adam Press Club on
Thursday. Addressing on the
occasion, the couple said that

Newlywed couple
demands
protectlon

22
they have contracted on their
freewill due to which rela-
tives of Ramsha are issuing
dire threats to them. On the
accasion, the protesters de-
manded of the concemed au-
thorities to take notice of the
matter and provide protec-
tion to them.

By Zeeshan Scomro

SAKRAND: In Sakrand,
residents of village Palivo
Bhutto, including Raham
Ali Bhutto, along with
family members Satabi
Bhutto and Mirzadi Bhutto,
staged a protest outside the
Sukkur Press Club. They
alleged that Gulsher Bhutto
and Ghulam Rasool Bhutto
have been attacking them

Bhutto family protests
against attacks by local
landlords

with sticks and stones and
frequently isswing threats

The protesters  ex-
pressed their constant fear
of potential harm, stating,
we are poor people who
cannot even defend our-
selves. They appealed 1o
the authorities to arrest
those who have assaulted
them and to provide ade-
quate protection for their
safety

< DISTRICT POLICE TARDD

Hemophilia Children

By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: Fol-
lowing the orders of SSP
Tando Allahyar Abrez Ali
Abbasi, the Tando Allahyar
police organized a one-day
blood donation camp at the
police headquarters to sup-
porl patients suffering from
and hemophilia

Armed men attack prisoner
van and get a notorious
criminal free in Pir Jo Goth

By AQ Khilji

PIR 1O GOTH: A group
of armed individuals at-
tacked a prisoner van out-
side the gate of the Civil
Court in Pir Jo Goth,
freeing a prisoner named
Mehboob Al Narejo,
from police custody. The
assailants, who arrived on

transporting several in-
mates to the Senior Civil
Judge’s court for hearings
when the armed men at-
tacked and surrounded it.
Despite resistance from
the police officers guard-
ing the van, the attackers
successfully freed
Mehboob Narejo, a noto-
rious criminal with nu-

After inspecting the site
and gathering details
from the police personnel
present, a search opera-
tion was initiated to track
down the attackers and
the escaped prisoner.

Dr. Samiullah Soomro
stated that the operation
would continue until all
involved

including
Mehboob Narejo, are ap-
prehended. He empha-
sized that those involved
in criminal activities will
face severe conse-
quences, and the escaped
prisoner, who is involved

gix  motoreycles  with
twelve attackers, man-
aged to escape with the
prisoner in handcuffs.
During the attack, two
police officers were in-
jured while resisting the

merous serious charges
across various police sta-
tions in the district

The injured officers,
Muhammad Ali Mallah
and  Ghulam Hussain
Joyo, were taken to the

attackers. hospital for treatment. in multiple serious cases,
According to S5P Dr. Upon receiving news of will be re-arrested at any
Samiullah  Scomro, a the attack, SSP Khairpur, cost. Investigations into

Dr. Samiullah Seomro,
along with a heavy police
force, rushed to the crime
scene outside the court

search operation has been
launched in the area to
apprehend the culprits.
The prisoner van was

the incident are ongoing,
and action will be taken
against anyone found
complicit

A team of medical profes-
sionals conducted various
blood tests and fitness assess-
ments on the police person-

Tando Allahyar
Police holds blood
donation camp

nel before collecting their
blood donations Under the
supervision of DSP Inves

Judicial enquiry
demanded in Dr.
Shahnawaz S murder

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: In Umerkot, a
massive protest was held
against the murder of Dr.
Shahnawaz Kunbhar, led
by Sindhu Nawaz, Waheed
Ali, Noor Muhammad,
Ghanghro, Punhal Sario,
and others. The rally
started from Teen Talwar
Chowk and proceeded to
Allah Wala Chowk, draw-
ing thousands of partici-
pants.

During the speeches,
leaders condemned Dr.
Shahnawaz's murder as an

extrajudicial kil that judicial inquiry into the
would not be tolerated matter. Meanwhile, efforts
They demanded the arrest to reach the SSP for a re-
of all officials involved in sponse were unsuccessful as
the incident and called fora he did not answer calls.

Protest recorded for
completion of hospital's
constructlon Work

TALHAR: In the village
of Haji Gohram Khan
Chandio, within Union
Council Lakhi at Tando
Ghulam Hyder, the con-
struction of a hospital
building has remained
incomplete for the past
eight yvears.

Leaders from the Pak-
istan People's Party. in-
cluding Haji Gohram
Khan Chandio, Shabir
Chandio, Mureed. Sitar,
Inavat, Shahbaz Chan-
dio. Taj Khaskheli, and
others, held a protest to =
highlight the issue. They pealed to PPP Chalrmdn I‘v uhan 0
expressed frustration that Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, pedite the completion ol
the ten-bed hospital has the Chief Mi er of the hospital so that the
not been finished despite Sindh, the Health De- community can access
the lengthy delay partment. and Deputy better healthcare facili-

The protesters ap- Commissioner Tando ties —RT/Agency

Badin couple seeks
protection in Mirpurkhas
Court after Iove marrlage

By Younis Chandio

MIRPURKHAS: A couple
from Badin, who got mar-
ried five months ago, has
filed a plea in the Mir-
purkhas court seeking pro-
tection. The couple, Gulam
Hussain and Zaib-un-Nisa,
residents of Golarchi, Badin,
claim that they are receiving
continuous death threats
According 1o Gulam
Hussain, son of Muhammad
Ramzan, and his wife Zaib-
un-Nisa, daughter of Mir
Muhammad Khaskheli,
Zaib-un-Nisa's uncle, Ali
Dino, her father, Mir
Muhammad Khaskheli, and
Bilawal Khaskheli from Is-
lamkot are threatening 1o kill
them. Additionally, Gulam  The couple has appealed
Hussain's maternal uncles, to the SP of Mirpurkhas and
Ramzan and Saleem, are the SP of Badin for protec-
also  receiving  similar tion. They mentioned that
threats despite the court issuing an

order for their protection,
the respondents continue to
harass them, preventing
them from living their lives
freely
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iq
Das, and Accountant Umar
Daraz, the police officers do-
nated blood to aid patients in

need. In appreciation of their

efforts, SSP Tando Atlnhy:lrl

congratulated the donating
officers, who were also pro-
vided with CC-III and juice
refreshments after their con-
tributions.

By Mumtaz Ali Soomro

QAZlI AHMED: In Qazi
Ahmad, students preparing
for medical admissions
protested outside the Qazi
Ahmad Press Club, holding
placards and chanting slo-
wans against the alleged vio-
lation of merit and the ru-
mored leak of test papers.
During the protest, speak-
ers including Imran Baloch,

Abdul Qadir Detho, and Zee-

Students protest against
alleged misconduct during
MDCAT exam

FBR Dismisses
Mini-Budget Rumors,

i Confident In Meeting Revenue

: Targets Desplte Hurdles

: ISLAMABAD: The Fed- |4
peral Board of Revenue
1 (FBR) ruled out the mini-
j budget, asserting confi-
dence in meeting its rev-
enue targets despite the §
challenges ahead, media
reported Thursday.
Earlier, the tax-collect-
ing authority was poised
lto introduce a mini-

Sarwar an-

of Rs12.97 trillion for the

shan Ali stated that recent g rily by cracking down on
medical entrance test papers § tax evaders and increas-
were reportedly sold forging general sales tax
thousands of rupees. They § (GST) on properties, trac-
urged the authorities not tol tors and other items.
infringe on the nghts of hard- During a meeting of
working and intelligent stu- - Senate Standing Commit-
dents and called for an end to _ tee on Finance and Rev-
the disregard for merit. enue, chaired by Senator
The protesters demanded ! Saleem  Mandviwal la,
a retake of the medical en-1F Member Policy
trance test to ensure faimess § Hamid Ateeq Sarwar ac-
and justice for deserving stu- | knowledged the difficulty
dents. 1 of reaching the tax target

fiscal year.
Sarwar noted signifi-

cant hurdles, including
challenges in conducting
audits and rLuuiting new
staff. Currently, 2.5 mil-
lion of the 6 million reg-
istered taxpayers are not
contributing any tax. Ad-
ditionally, he stated that
the government will not
extend the deadline for
tax return filings.

In response to these

challenges,
nounced plans to hire
4,000 auditors and inte-
grate an additional 2 mil-
lion traders into the tax
net

He emphasised that
“there are no new tax
measures under consider-
ation.” The FBR is also
focused on  bringing
wholesale markets into
the tax system, despite
ongoing difficulties in
this area —RT/Agency
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Umerkot Blasphemy Suspect Killed
In 'Staged' Police Encounter: Sindh
Home Minister
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By Ashraf Kunbhar

KARACHL: Sindh Home
Minister Ziaul Hassan Lanjar
disclosed on Thursday that a
probe committee has con-
cluded that Dr. Shahnawaz
Kunbhar, a blasphemy sus-
pect from Umerkot, was
killed in a fabricated police
encounter. The minister
vowed to take strict action
against those involved in the
incident.

Dr. Kunbhar, a medical
professional, had been
charged under Section 295-C
of the Pakistan Penal Code
by the Umerkot police for al-
legedly sharing blasphemous
content on social media. He
was taken into "protective
custody” on September 18,
and subsequently transferred
to Mirpurkhas. However, the
following day, he was shot
dead by Sindhri police in
what was claimed to be an
encounter.

Sindhri  SHO  Niaz
Khoso alleged that the doc-
tor, along with his accom-
plices, fired upon the po-
lice, leading to retaliatory
action in  which Dr.
Kunbhar was killed, while
one accomplice managed
to escape. Following the
incident, the doctor's body
was handed over to his
family, but a mob later re-
emerged and set it ablaze.

The alleged encounter
sparked widespread public
outrage, prompting Sindh
Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah to take notice of the
incident. As a result, the

DIG and SSP of Mir-
purkhas, along with other
police officers, were sus-
pended.

At a press conference
on Thursday, Home Minis-
ter Lanjar revealed that the
investigation, led by DIG
Pervaiz Chandio of Sha-
heed Benazirabad, deter-
mined the police encounter
was staged. He noted that
the suspension of such
high-ranking officials and
tion of a thorough
probe is an uncommon oc-
Currence.

Lanjar detailed that the
31-page investigation re-
port included analysis of
CCTV footage, call data
records (CDR), and mobile
phone tracking. "Our po-
lice officers are implicated
in this incident," he stated,
adding that an FIR will be
filed against them, and the
chief minister has been in-
formed of the findings.

Furthermore, the minis-
ter confirmed that the DIG
and SSP of Mirpurkhas
have been suspended.
an FIR will be re

=

against them. "At least six
cases have been filed so
far, and no one involved
will be spared,” he empha-
sized.

He also mentioned that
the suspect's family has
been briefed on the ongo-
ing inquiry and urged them
1o file a case, stating that if
they refuse, the state will
proceed with filing the
FIR. Lanjar clarified that
the investigation is focused
on the cir es of the

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHL Sindh Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon reiterated the Pak-
istan People's Party's
(PPP)} long-standing de-
mand for the establish-

ment of constitutional
courts, a proposal also ad-
vocated during the signing
of the Charter of Democ-
racy. Speaking to the
media after inaugurating
the Pakistan Sustainability
Week exhibition on alter-
native energy at the Expo
Center  in  Karachi,

Memon emphasized the
need for swift and direct
justice for the people, not-
ing that the PPP is com-
mitted to this cause. He
highlighted that justice
has often been delayed for
decades in Pakistan, citing
the unresolved murder
case of Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto as a tragic ex-

Judicial Reform

ample.

Memon criticized for-
mer Chief Justices Iftikhar
Chaudhry and Saqib
lear describing them as

race” to the judici
system and calling for the
revocation of their privi-
leges. He questioned the
legitimacy of Nisar's in-
volvement in projects like
the construction of dams,
asking where such respon-
sibilities are outlined in
the Censtitution. He also

expressed frustration over
the indefinite postpone-

of Shaheed Mohtarma Be-
nazir Bhutto, contrasting
with the judiciary's
focus on less critical
cases

Memon affirmed the
PPP's respect for the judi-
ciary, stating that despite
the hardships the party has
faced due to judicial ac-
tivism, it has never disre-
spected the courts. He

Sharjeel Calls For Constitutional Courts And

criticized the practice of
political figures endorsing

ment of the murder case judges from jail, referring

to recent statements made
by the founder of PTI, and
called for reforms to en-
sure the judicial system
operates fairly and with-
out bias. During the exhi-
bition, Memon praised the
efforts to showcase alter-
native energy technolo-
gies, stressing the impor-
tance of reducing reliance
on costly conventional en-

ergy sources. He noted
that over 200 national and
international companies
participated in the event,
which he sees as a posi-
tive step towards enhanc-
ing trade relations and
providing affordable en-
ergy solutions to the pub-
lic. Memon also toured
the exhibition, reviewing
the modern machinery on
display and commending
the organizers for their
successful event

encounter, rather than the
blasphemy charges against
Dr. Shahnawaz.

The minister also an-
nounced that a new DIG
has been appointed. and the
inquiry committee, consist-
ing of two SSPs from
Umerkot and Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, will continue in-
vestigating the FIRs. He
assured that after the inve
tigation is complete, Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah
will announce compensa-
tion for the suspect's fam-
ily, affirming that no extra-
judicial incident will be
tolerated

Italian Consul General Unveils
Advanced FPT Diesel Engines
In Karachi, Emphasizes
Sustainable Innovation

KARACHL  Mr. Danilo
Giurdanella, the Consul
General of Italy in Karachi,
artended the launch event
for the new R24 FPT diesel
engines, showcasing ltaly's
curting-ed
innovatior
held in Karachi, marks
icant step towards
ing innovative and
efficient solutions to indus-
tries across Pakistan, aimed
at reducing carbon foot-
prints and enhancing opera-
tional efficiency
During the event, Mr
Giurdanella congrarulated
the management of Power
Zone for their efforts in
bringing FPT Industrial-a

name synonymous with 2022

"Made in Italy" excel-
lence-to  Pakistan.  He
praised the introduction of
sustainable and altemnative
energy solutions, empha-
sizing the importance of
such innovations in the
country's industrial land-
scape. The event was also
attended by key figures

from I1a.ly..in.c]udiﬁg.l\:k.

Riccarde Pavani, Head of
a Pacific Region, Mr.
Gianmaria Pece, Head of
Marketing, and Mr. Zee-
shan Yousuf, Head of Sales
for South East Asia, Aus-

. tralia, and New Zealand.

Trade relations between
Pakistan and Iraly have
been growing robustly,
with a trade surplus
recorded ar $624 518 mil-
liom in 2023, nearly dou-
bling from $316.995 mil-
lion the previous year.
Pakistan's overall exports
0 Traly reached
$1,151.448 million during
this period, up from
$1,087 434  million in
2

Ttaly ranks first among
European countries in the
number of machinery and
equipment companies and
is a global leader in ma-
chinery and mechatranics,
with 60,000 functioning
units. FPT Industrial. ane
of the largest companies in
the powertrain sector and

now part of the Iveco
Group, produces power-
trains for various applica-
tions, including on-road,
off-road, marine, and
power generation.

The evenr also saw the
presence of the President
of the Pakistan Society of
Agricultural Engineers and
the Country Head of CNH
Industrial, a ecompany
under the Iveco Group that
has been successfully op-
erating in Pakistan for over
two decades. CNH Indus-
trial has played a key role
in promoting mechaniza-
tion in Pakistan, showcas-
ing the success of Iralian
technology in the region
Mr. Giurdanella expressed
his hopes for FPT's contin-
ued presence in Pakistan
for many more decades
and encouraged other
sister companies under
the Iveco Group to ex-
plore opportunities in
Pakistan, capitalizing
on the country's true po-
tential —RT

Police recover stolen mobile
phones and arrest over 36
robbers

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: In a signifi-
cant achievement, under
the directives of IG
Sindh  Ghulam  Nabi
Memon, Additional 1G
Karachi Javed Alam
Odho, and DIG East
Azfar Mahesar, and su-
pervised by SSP Malir
Kashif Aftab Abbasi, po-
lice operations have led
to the arrest of over 36
robbers during encoun-
ters, Weapons and mobile

phones

snatched from
citizens have been recov-
ered
This was stated by
DSP Quaidabad Mansoor
Bozdar and SHO Quaid-
abad Ghulam Hussain
ada. They further
mentioned that stolen and
lost mobile phones taken
during crimes in the
Quaidabad police sta-
tion's jurisdiction have
been successfully recov-
ered. They added that
nine mobile phones were

returned to their original
owners, thanks to the
hard work and advanced
technical Is of the
Quaidabad police.

DSP Mansoor Bozdar
and SHO Ghulam Hus-
sain Pirzada expressed
their commitment to pri-
oritizing citizens' issues
and providing all possi-
ble assistance. Citizens
expressed their gratitude
to the police upon receiv-
ing their recovered mo-

KARACHI: The general sec-
retary of the Pakistan Mus-

League Nawaz (PML-N)
youth wing, Rehan Mustafa,
has been accused of running
over a motorcyclist on
Karachi's University Road,
as reported on Thursday.
Rehan, who holds the posi-
tion of General Secretary
within the PML-N Youth
Wing, allegedly drove his
Reve vehicle in the wrong
direction, striking Athar, a fa-
ther of two and an employes
at Karachi Medical and Den-
tal College (KMDC). Eye-
witnesses reported that two
women, suspected to be in-

PML-N Youth Wing Leader
Involved In Karachi
Hi_t-_And-an Incident

By Rahib Gaho

toxicated and present in the
wehicle with Rehan, fled the
scene on foot after the colli-
sion

Athar sustained severe
head injuries and is currently
in a coma, receiving treat-
ment in the 1CU a1 Civil Hos-
pital, Police investigations
revealed that Rehan resides
with his father, a doctor, in a
home owned by a retired
DSP of Sindh Police. The ac-
cused has been on the run
since the incident, with au-
thorities intensifying their
search, tracing his last known
location to the Drigh Road
area —RT/Agency

KARACHL The Sindh High
Court (SHC) was informed
on Thursday that the wife of
Arshad Pappu, the com-
plainant in his murder case,
has gone missing during a
hearing on a bail petition of
one of the accused.

The court was consider-
ing the bail plea of Zubair
Baloch, the brother of Lyari
pang war leader Uzair
Baloch, in connection with
the 2013 murder of rival
pangster Arshad Pappu and
two others

The govemment prose-
cutor revealed that a notice
was issued 1o Arshad
Pappu's wife, but it could
not be delivered as she had
changed her address. The
defense  lawyer further
noted that an investigarion
officer had reported to the
trial court that the com-

Wife

Arshad Pappu Murder
Case: Court Informed
Of Missing Vietim's

KARACHI: In a significant
development, the Sindh
Technical Education and Vo-
cational Training Authority
(STEVTA} has entered into a
Memorandum  of  Under-
standing (MoU) with Avari
Hotels International Karachi
(AHIK) to provide practical
training in hospitality and
hotel management to its stu-
dents. The signing ceremony
took place at STEVTA head-
quarters in Karachi, with
Managing Director Mr. Mu-
nawar Ali Mithani represent-
ing STEVTA, and Mr. Din-
shaw B Avari,
Director/Owner of Avari and
Beach Luxury Hotels, repre-
senting Avari Hotels, The
event was also witnessed by
Mr. Byram Ava
Syeda Lubna Ri
tional Director of STEVTA.
Under the Mol, both
STEVTA and AHIK will
jointly select Technical and
Vocational Education and
Training (TVET) courses in
hospitality and hotel manage-
ment, with AHIK providing
hands-on training for stu-

I:
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dents enrolled in these pro-
grams, STEVTA will focus
on delivering the theoretical
components, while AHIK
will assist in curriculum de-
velopment  and  revision
within the sector. Addition-
ally, AHIK will offer both
Tong-term and short-term in-
ternships to STEVTA stu-
dents and graduates, with the
duration of these internships
to be determined by mutual
agreement

STEVTA Signs MoU With
Avari Hotels International For

H

Furthermore, AHIK will
support capacity building ini-
tiatives in the hospitality sec-
tor for lower-grade staff from
govemment departments, as
selected by both parties. Both
STEVTA and AHIK ex-
pressed their satisfaction in
achieving this milestone, em-
phasizing their shared com-
mitment to equipping the
province’s youth with essen-
tial skills for the job market,
a primary objective

plainant could not be lo-
cated.

The court directed the
investigation officer to trace
the complainant and ad-
journed the hearing for three
weeks.

Uzair Baloch, former
Lyari MNA  Shahjahan
Baloch, Zakir Dada, Zubair
Baloch, Yousuf Baloch, and
others have been accused in
the triple murder of Arshad
Pappu, Yasir Arafar, and
Shera Pathan in 2013 The
case's FIR was filed at the
Kalakot police station in
Lyari

The case has been
marred by violence, with a
key witness, former police
inspector  Chand  Khan
Niazi, being murdered, and
another accused, Javed
Baloch, also killed on Tanu-
ary 14, 2022 —RT/Agency
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KARACHL: The Women
Chamber of Commerce
andlndustr\f[East] led by

Founder  President  of
KWCCI (East), success-
fully held its ele

the 2024-2026 term Iﬂdd\
Mrs. Bano emphasized the
importance of empowering
dynamic new entrepre-
neurs to fuel Pakistan's
economic growth, particu-
larly through enhanced ex-
ports.

bile phones

The newly elected of-

Women Chamber Of
Commerce And
Industry (East) Elects

New Leadership For
2024-2026 Term

Country: Pakistan

n No.
RFB Reference No.:

Financing.

(One-Envelope Bidding Process)

Name of Project: Competitive and Livable City of Karachi (CLICK)
Contract Title: CBG Schemcs-1 2023-24
Loa redit No.: 80080-PK

2 The Government of Pakistan has received a credit from the International
Bank for Reconstruction and Development (1BRD) towards the cost of
Competitive and Livable City of Karachi (CLICK) project and intends to
apply part of the proceeds toward payments under the confracts for
CBG Schemes-1 2023-24. For this contract, the Borrower shall process
the payments using the Direct Payment disbursement method, as defined
in the World Bank's Disbursement Guidelines for Investment Project

The Competitive and Livable City of Karachi (CLICK), Local Govemnment
Department now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the Warks
c.onslaling of following TMC offices

Lot

TMCs

Landhi

District
Karangl

Moded

Korangi

Gadap Malir

Malir

El

Biddi

please

fice- tlutlu& ar

Ms. Ufaira Shirazi -
President
Dr. Klrdﬂ Fd al - Se-

- nior Vi

i
Ms Suma Suhml -
Vice President

Mrs. Bano pledged her
full support to the new
leadership, urging them to
take bald steps in shaping
the future of Pakistan's
business landscape. This
election marks a signifi-
cant milestone in advanc-
ing leadership opportuni-
ties  for  women in

ad Livable Ci

favor of "]

Zain-Ul-Abdin Mirani (PAS)

1st Floar, DI-'C south
Karachi, 75500, Pakistan.
Tel: +02-21-90218874-5

be conducted through i
fied

only. The document
car be seen at https:/iclick.gos.pkitender.

be rejected. The bidders are reque:
no negotiations are expected.

The address referred to above is:

Bidders may bid for one or more lots as described in the Instruction
to Bidders but evaluation will be done individually for each lof.

MM_MMM

eligible bidders as defined in the Procurement Regulations. In addition,
refer to paragraphs 3.14 and 3.15 setting forth the World Bank's
policy on conflict of interest.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from Cornpehlive
of Karachi, Program Director, CLICK, info@click.go:
inspect the bidding documents during office hours 0930 to 1630
the address given below.

A complete set of bidding documents in English may be purchased
interested bidders on the submission of a written 2
given below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee of PKR 10.0000- in
method of payment will be cash
also be collected in person, Bidding documents

Bids must be delivered to the address given below on or before 02:30 p.m.
on 26th Oct, 2024 and must be accompanied by a security of Bid Security
of 2% of the total bid value or an equivalent amount must be in the form of
Pay orders/ Bank Guarantee / demand drafis in a freely convertible currency.

Bids will be publicly opened in thezpresenoe of bidders' representatives and

anyone who choose to attend at O

address given below. Elecironic hidsc;ierag will not be permitted. Late bids will
to give their best and final prices as

Competitive and Livable City of Karachi (CLICK)
office, Haggani Chowk, Aram Bagh

commerce —RT

Ibrahim Hyderi
Tolalic Tiali

Mational Comj

:30 p.m. on 26th Oct,

ng (NCE)

and is open to all

5.pk and
rs at

Icaflon to the address

024 at the
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CJP Isa Explains Removal Of Justice
Akhtar From Judges' Committee

ISLAMABAD: In response
to senior puisne judge Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah's letter
raising questions on remay-
ing Justice Munib Akhtar
from the judges committee,
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez lsa on
Thursday gave 11 reasons to
justify his action.

CJP Isa on September 20
appointed Justice Amin-Ud-
Din Khan to the three-mem-
ber judges' committee, ex-
cluding Justice Munib Akhtar
hours after the promul gation
of the new Supreme Court
(Practice and Procedure)
Amendment Ordinance 2024,

The ordinance empowers
the chief justice to nominate
a judge in the committee that
constitutes the benches. As
per the ordinance, the body
will comprise the chief jus-
tice, the most senior judge
after the CIP and the judge
nominated by Justice Isa

In his letter, the CIP said
legally he could not be asked
about why he nominated a
judge as the commitiee’s
third  member, however,
"Since I have always advo-
cated accountability and
transparency 1 shall provide
reasons why Justice Akhtar
has been replaced.

"Let it be remembered
that this I do because of your

insistence, lest
takes umbrage."
He gave 11 reasons for
his replacing Justice Akhtar
from the body

The chief justice said Jus-
tice Akhtar ardently opposed
the Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act, which
had removed the dominance
of the chief justice over the
Supreme Court as well

"He was one of two
judges who availed the full
summer vacations; indiffer-
ent o Ihn, p\]mg backlog
Gases,

The |L|Il.l nn.nllum.d that
while on vacation and not
available to do court work,
Justice Akhtar insisted on
participating in the commit-
tee meetings, suggesting his
lack of trust in the next sen-
ior judge. Justice Yahva
Afndi

someone

"The Act [also] stipulates
that urgent cases are to be
fixed within 14 days but this
statutory provision and the
constitutional right to seek
review was negated by his
[Munib Akhtar's] refusal to
hear urgent constitutional
cases while he was vacation-
n

istespecting those who
were his seniors (the ad hoc
judges) and selecting 1,100
specific cases and confining
them to hear only those
ses, something wholly un-
precedente stated as ad-
ditional reasons for removing
the senior judge from the
committee.

The letter mentioned Jus-
tice Akhtar’s not allowing ad
hoc judges o be part of the
Shariat Appellate Bench of
the Supreme Court to hear
the long pending cases as an-

other reason behind the chief
justice's decision

Giving further reason for
his choice of cutting Justice
Akhtar from the committes,
CJP Isa mentioned the dis-
play of his rude and unrea-
sonable behaviour towards a
distinguished member of the
committee and walking out
of the meeting. The said
committee comprised all the
chief justices, senior puisne
Judges, and distinguished
members of the bar

The apex court's chief jus-
tice also said the bench
headed by Justice Akhtar ad-
joumed most of the cases and
often finished its work before
11am; a concern expressed
by his companion judges.

He also said the senior
puisne issued a stay order in
the audio leaks case and did
not fix it for heaning

In a letter written to the
secretary of the Supreme
Court on September 23, Jus-
tice Shah raised concem over
the judges' committee’s re-
constitution  and  Justice
Akhtar’s removal from the
composition of the commit-
tee within hours of the prom-
ulgation of the ordinance.

Justice Mansoor, in his
letter, noted that no reasons
were given as to why the sec-
ond senior-most judge, Jus-

tice Akhtar, was removed
from the mmpn:ltlon of the
Committez. “Furthermore, no
reasons were given why the
next senior most judge was
ignored and instead, the
fourth senior most judge was
nominated as a member of
the Committee.

“Such unfortunate cherry
picking and undemocratic
display of one-man show are
precisely what the Act tried
to discourage and replace
stance that was upheld by the
Full Court Bench of this
Court in Raja Amer.” he
wrote.

Justice Mansoor also
emphasised the importance
of collegial decision-mak-
ing within the judiciary,
saying that "the principle of
collegial working stands as
a cornerstone for ensuring
justice, fairness, and the
larger good of the people
who seck its intervention™,

“The concentration of
ultimate  administrative
powers in the hands of a
single individual. such as
the Chief Justice. Runs
counter to the ideals of
democratic  governance
and judicial fairness,” he
wrote, referencing  the
Supreme Court™s own 1ul-
ing in the Raja Amer
case. —RT/Agency

PM Shehbaz Discusses Polio
Eradication Efforts With Bill
Gates At UNGA 2024

NEW YORK: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shanif met
Bill Gates, founder and co-
chair of the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation (BMGF),
on the sidelines of the T9th
Session of the United Na-
tions General Assembly
(UNGA 2024) session in
New York.

A statement in this regard

was issued by the PM's Of- ;

fice on Thursday.

Recalling Gates” recent
visit 10 Pakistan in June this
wear, the PM thanked him for
the nvitation to visit the
Gates Foundation in Seartle
in December 2024.

He also appreciated the
Gates Foundarion's engage-
ment and support to Pakistan
on polio eradication, mater-
nal and child health, nutri-
tion, immunisation, digitisa-
tion, and financial inclusion

PM Shehbaz highlighted
Pakistan's unwavering com-
mitment to ensure the com-
plete eradication of polio
from the country.

He thanked the BMGF
for its longstanding support
in this effort and underscored
the need for sustained efforts
and support to Pakistan, par-
ticularly for health system
strengthening and maternal
and child nutrition in this re-
gard

Acknowledging  Pak-
istan's effons, Gates stressed
polio eradication was vital o

protect future generations
from the crippling disease.
He appreciated the PM's su-
pervision and engagement of
the provincial governments
in the polie vaccine program
across the country.

Giates shared updates on a
comprehensive health dia-
logue with Afghanistan and
requested support for the ini-
tiative. He also communi-
cated his willingness 1o
focus more on the pockets
where the number of missed
children or refusal of polio
wvaccines is higher especially
where the morbidity of chil-
dren is higher.

He further shared King
Salman Humanitarian Aid
and Relief Centre's support
for polio and other health re-
lief-related initiatives with
PM Shehbaz

Giates also highlighted his

work on nutri-
tion, especially the micronu-
trients for pregnant women
and how it can be increased
by providing them addirional
vitamins in  support of
UNICEF.

The PM commended the
Gates Foundation for its
polio campaign in Gaza
given the challenges and the
plight of children in the re-
gion. He stressed an immedi-
ate ceasefire and the resolu-
tion of the conflict as per the
UN Resolutions.

He also  applauded
BMGF for being a trusted
ally in Pakistan’s socio-
economic development and
expressed interest in broad-
ening collaboration in areas
such as information tech-
nology, STEM education,
agriculture,  and
stock —RT/Agency
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PTI Challenges SC Practice
And Procedure Ordinance
In Supreme Court

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on
Thursday moved the apex
court against the Supreme
Court (Practice and Proce-
dure) Amendment Ordinance
2024, requesting for it to be
declared "unconstitutional”
The constitutional peti-
tion, filed by PTI Chairman
Barrister Gohar Khan, re-
quested that all the decisions

of the Practice Procedure |

Committee — taken after the
approval of the ordinance —
should be declared "illegal”
and "annulled ".

The newly-constituted
practice and procedure com-
mittee should be suspended
from work for as long as the
constitutional  petition
pending, read the plea It
added that the old committee
should be allowed to function
during the petition against
the ordinance.

The PTI petition has been
filed a week after the presi-
dent and federal government
approved the much-debated
ordinance.

The federal cabinet
adopted  the ordinance
"through a circulation” after

1 e
the Ministry of Law had 5(.'11t
it to the prime minister and
cabinet on the night of Sep-
tember 19,

The ordinance said the
wourt bench would look at the
cases keeping in view the
fundamental human rights
and public importance.

As per the ordinance,
each case will be heard on its
turn otherwise reason will be
furnished for its taking out of
turn.“Each case and appeal
will be recorded and its tran-
seript will be prepared, which
will be available to the pub-
lic,” it also stated Gohar's pe-
tition — that includes the
federation, law ministry and
President Asit Ali Zardan as

. pending
the disposal of thu TILd Con-
stitutional Petition, the opera-
tion of the Impugned Ordi-
nance may kindly be
suspended.

“Further, the committee
purportedly  re-constituted
pursuant to the Impugned Or-
dinance may kindly be re-
stramed from constituting
benches and fixang any cases
before them and the lawfully
constituted Committee under
Supreme Court (Practice and
Procedure) Act, 2023 consist-
ing of the Chief Justice of
Pakistan and the two next
senior most judges may be
allowed to continue function-

ing."—RT/Agency

Pakistan Secures
Contract To Sell JF-17
Block-III Fighter Jets

To Azerbaijan

RAWALPINDI: As part of
Pakistan’s efforts to enhance
defence cooperation with
friendly countries, a contract
for the sale of JF-17 Block-
I fighter aircraft 1o bolster
the air power capabilities of
Azerbaijan  was  recently
signed, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said
on Thursday.

During his recent visit to
Pakistan, Azerbaijan’s Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev was
briefed on the combat capa-
bilities and versatile employ-
ment options of JF-17
BLOCK.-III fighter aircraft,
the military's media wing
aid

Under President Aliyev's
wvisit andl at the request of the
povernment of Azerbaijan,
Pakistan deployed a Pakistan
Air Force (PAF) contingent
at Baku to participate in
ADEX-2024 showcasing
aerial prowess and static dis-
play of pride of Pakistan JF-
17 Thunder Block-I1T

w
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During deployment, JF-
17 carried out air-to-air refi
elling from the PAF Multi
Role Tanker Transport
(MRTT) aircraft deploying in
asingle hop to Baku, demon-
strating long haul capability
and reach of the PAF’s
fighter jer.

President Alivev visited
the static display of JF-17
BLOCK-IIL and later wit-
nessed its enthralling aerial
demonstration, showcasing
the agility and manoeuvrabil-
ity of the fighter jer alongside
the professional competence
of PAF pilots

The JF-17  Thunder
Block-111 is an AESA radar
and  long-range  BVR-
equipped 4.5 generation
multi-role fighter aircraft ca-
pable of undertaking a wide
array of combat missions
providing contemporary air
power employment options,
thus strengthening the Na-
tional Security Paradigm of
Azerbaijan —RT/Agency

Waqas Akram
Appointed As PTI's New
Secretary Information,
Replacmg Raoof Hasan

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on
Thursday announced a major
reshuffle, replacing Raoof
Hagan with Sheikh Wagas
Akram as the party’s Central
Information Secretary

The move comes as part
of a broader organisational
overhaul. PTI Chairman,
Barrister Gohar, issued offi-
cial notification to this ef-
fect.
Hasan, previously hold-
ing the information post, was

appointed fo lead PTI's pol-
icy think tank.

Akram was one of the
10 arrested MNAs of Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf from
the parliament premises.
Other detained PTI mem-
bers were Zain Qureshi,
Sher Afzal Marwat, Malik
Owais Jhakar, Malik Amir
Dogar, Ahmad Chatha,
Zubair Khan Wazir, Syed
Ahmad Ali Shah, Syed
Naseem Ali Shah, and

Yousaf Khan —RT/Agency

Imran Rejects Raoof Hasan's
Claims, Says Talks With
Establishment Are Futile

ISLAMABAD: Jailed Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI}
founder Imran Khan has re-
buffed the claims of his
party's chief spokesperson
that the embattled opposition
is ready to hold talks with the
establishment.

The former ruling party's
spokesperson Racof Hasan
had claimed that a dialogue
between his party and the es-
tablishment is inevitable for
which PT1 is prepared.

Speaking to journalists at
Rawalpindi's Adiala Jail on
Thursday, the PTI founder
said there is no use in holding
talks with the establishment

The cricketer-tumed-
politician said that Hasan had
some  misunderstanding,
adding that he gave a clear
message after the Islamabad
power show that his party
would not held talks with
anyone.

Prior to Khan's statement,
the PTI spokesperson had
told a private television chan-
nel that the Imran-founded
party was ready for talks with
the establishment yesterday
and was prepared even today

for this exercise.
"1t has been PTI's policy
that we want to engage with
the establishment and T will
0 a step ahead to say that di-
alogue between my party and
the establishment is in-
evitable for this state and we
must not delay this,” Hasan
contended

He advocated the initia-
tion of dialogue so that solu-
tions to the country's prob-
lems and challenges could be
found and Pakistan taken for-
ward.

He disagreed with the
questioner ﬂwl wm,nll) ﬂu,

added they have engaged
with his party and why he
should not be hopeful that
they would again engage.
Hasan, however, main-
tained that a conducive envi-
ronment would have to be
created for which both sides
would have to make efforts.
Earlier this month, Khan
had closed his doors to talks
with all the parties, including

the establishment, signalling
a hardened stance amidst the
ongoing political turmaoil

He also alleged that the
establishment had deceived
them, and he wis closing the

5 doors ons with all

policy of

wa
not to engage with PTI ﬂml

the parlu,a —RT/Agency

PTI And Fazl Discuss
Proposed Constitutional
Amendments

ISLAMABAD: A delegation
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’
(PTI) called on Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F}
chief  Maulana  Fazlur
Rehman and discussed pro-
posed constitutional amend-
ments, media reported

The PTT delegation com-
prising Salman Akram Raja
and Akhunzada Hussain
while Sunni Tttehad Council
(SIC) chief Sahibzada Hamid
Raza also reached Maulana
Fazlur Rehman'’s residence in
Tslamabad

The PTI delegat
cussed the  consti
amendment, the Supreme
Court Practice and Procedure
Act as well as the overall po-
litical situation

Speaking to media before
the meeting, Sahibzada
Hamid Raza said that a meet-
ing between them and
Maulana Fazlur Rehman is
scheduled.

“We will discuss political
issues including the constitu-

he

tional  amendments,”
added.

Earlier, the JUI-F chief
said that the proposed consti-
tutional amendments were
aimed at ‘protecting” the gov-
emment

Addressing a presser in
Multan, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman vowed 1o strive 10
prevent incorrect decisions or
legislation in the parliament
he JUI-F will not allow
any amendments that com-
promise human rights or un-
dermine the judicial system,”

Fazlur Rehman said

He said that protecting
fundamental rights is crucial
and parliament should be in-
volved in this process. The
JUI-F chief said that his party
members did not agree with
the government’s proposed
draft of the constitutional
amendments

Maulana Fazlur Rehman
also  expressed concerns
over the establishment of a
constitutional court, citing
potential ‘mala fide inten-
tions' —RT/Agency

PM Appreciates IMF's Role In
Strengthening Pakistan's Institutions
And Economic Management

NEW YORK: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday appreci-
ated the IMF’s technical as-
sistance and capacity-build-
ing programs, which have
helped strengthen the coun-
try’s institutions and im-
prove its economic manage-
ment

He was talking to Man-
aging Director of the Inter-
national Monetary  Fund
(IMF) Kristalina Georgieva
in a meeting on the sidelines
of the UNGA in New York

Appreciating the collabo-
ration with IMF for a suc-
cessful Staff Level Agree-
ment (SLA) for a 37-month
USD 7 billion Extended
Fund Facility {EFF) for Pak-
istan, the prime minister
highlighted the govern-
ment’s commitment to im-
plementing structural re-
forms and promoting private
sector development.

The IMF managing di-
rector expressed the Fund's
support for Pakistan's efforts
and emphasized the impar-
tance of maintaining macro-
economic stability and pro-
moting  inclusive  and
sustainable growth.

During the meeting, they
also discussed the urgent
need to mobilize adaptation
financing  for  climate

change The prime minister
agreed to have the finance
minister take up this critical
issue with senior manage-
ment at the IMF during the
Annual Meetings in October.
The two leaders also
agreed to strengthen cooper-
ation between the govern-
ment and the IMF to pro-
mote economic stability and

growth —RT/Agency

Saudi Ambassador Meets Dar

ISLAMABAD: The Saudi
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Nawat bin Saced Ahmad Al-
Malkiy Thursday called on
the Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Ishag Dar.

A wide range of bilat-
eral, regional, and global is-
sues of mutual interest were
discussed during the mee
ng.

The deputy PM under-

lined the importance of Day of the Kingdom of

deep-rooted and brotherly
ties between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia He extended
warm wishes on the occa-

sion of the 94th National international platforms The Arabia

Saudi Arabia. DPM Dar ap-
preciated the Kingdom’s un-
wavering support to Pak-
istan on various

Saudi ambassador reiterated
the Kingdom’s commitment
to further strengthening the
strategic partnership be-
tween Pakistan and Saudi
RT/Agency
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