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UNGA Passes Resolution
Urging Israel To End
Occupation Of Palestinian
Territories Wlthln A Year

UNITED NATIONS: The
United Nations General As-
sembly on  Wednesday
adopted a Palestinian-drafted
resolution that demands Is-
rael end "its unlawful pres-
ence in the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territory”™ within 12
moniths.

The resolution received

124 votes in favor, while 43 §

countries abstained and Is-
rael, the United States and 12
others voted no

The action isolates Israel
days before world leaders
travel to New York for th
annual UN gathering. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Metanyahu is due to address
the 193-member General As-
sembly on Sept. 26, the same
day as Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas.

The resolution welcomes
a July advisory opinion by
the International Court of
Tustice that said Israel's ocou-
pation of Palestinian territo-
ries and settlements is illegal
and should be withdrawn

The advisory opinion - by
the highest United Nations
court, also known as the
World Court - said this
should be done "as rapidly as
possible," although the Gen-
eral Assembly resolution im-
poses a 1 2-month deadline

The General Assembly
resolution also calls on states
fo "take steps towards ceas-
ing the importation of any
products originating in the Ts-
raeli settlements, as well as
the provision or transfer of
arms, munitions and related
equipment to Israel .. where
there are reasonable grounds
to suspect that they may be
used in the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territony."

The resolution is the first
1o be formally pur forward by
the Palestinian Authority
since it gained additional
rights and privileges this

month including a seat
among UN members in the
assembly hall and the right to
propose draft resolutions
US Ambassador to the
UN Linda Thomas-Green-
field urged countries to vote
no on Wednesday. Washing-
ton - an arms supplier to and
ally of Israel - has long op-
posed unilateral measures
that undermine the prospect
of'a two-state solution

The ICJ advisory opinion
is not binding but carries
weight under mtemational
law and may weaken support
for Israel. A General Assem-
bly resolution also is not
binding, but caries political
weight. There is no vete
power in the assembly

"Each country has a vote,
and the world is watching
us," Palestinian U.N. Ambas-
sador Rivad Mansour told the
General Assembly on Tues-
day. "Please stand on the
right side of history. With in-
ternational law. With free-
dom. With peace ™

Israel's UN Ambassador
Danny Danon criticized the
General Assembly on Tues-
day for failing to condemn
the October 7 attack on Israel
by Palestinian Hamas mili-
tants that sparked Tsrael's as-
sault on the Hamas-run Gaza
Strip

He rejected the Palestin-
ian text, saying: "Let's call
this for whar it is: this resolu-
tion is diplomaric temrorism,

using the tools of diplomacy
not to build bndgcb but to de-
stroy them."

Israel captured the West
Bank. Gaza Strip and East
Jerusalem - areas of historic
Palestine which the Palestini-
ans want for a state - in the
1967 Middle East war and
has since built settlements in
the West Bank and steadily
expanded them,

The war in the Gaza Strip
began on Oct. 7, 2023, when
Hamas gunmen stormed into
Israeli communities, killing
arpund 1,200 people and ab-
ducting about 250 hosiages,
according to Israeli tallies.

Since then, Israel's mili-
tary has leveled swaths of the
Palestinian enclave, driving
nearly all of its 2.3 million
people from their homes,
i ise o deadly hunger
and disease and killing more

than 41,000 people, accord- |

ing to Palestinian health au-
therities. The General Assem-
bly on October 27 last year
called for an immediate hu-
manitarian truce in Gaza with
120 vates in favor. Then in
December, 153 countries
voted to demand - instead of
calling for - an immediate
humanitarian ceasefire in De-
cember. The Palestinian Au-
thority represents the Pales-
tinian people at the UN,
where it is a non-member ob-
server state and the delega-
tion is known as the State of
Palestine.—RT/Agency

Imran Claims Constitutional
Amendments Aim To Extend
Tenure For 'Three Umpires'

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
founder Imran Khan has al-
leged that a constitutional
amendments are being pur-
sued to extend the terms of
three top officials, includ-
ing Chief Justice Qazi Faez
Isa, Islamabad High Court's
chief justice, and the Chief
Election Commissioner.

Speaking to the media at
Adiala Jail, Imran claimed
that the government, de-
spite losing previous politi-
cal battles, is now resorting
to these amendments to
safeguard fraudulent elec-
tion results and protect of-
ficials in power

"They are amending the
constitution to extend the
terms of three umpires,”
Khan said.

He warned that if Chief
Justice Isa is removed, in-
vestigations into the May 9
protests and the alleged
rigged elections will be

launched

Imran criticised the
delay in addressing the
May @ events, accusing the
government of trying to
dismantle his party.

He pointed out that he
had been targeted with over
140 legal cases before May
9, adding that attempts to
remove him only intensi-
fied after the date

Imran expressed con-
cemn that if the new chief
justice takes office, the true
events of May 9 will come
1o light.

He also criticised the
government for undermin-
ing Pakistan's judicial and
electoral processes and de-
laying the tribunal deci-
sions on the February 8
election —RT/Agency

NAB Amendments: Accountability Court Grants
Relief To Former Fmance Mmlster Hafeez Sheikh

KARACHI: An Account-
ahility Court on Wednesday
granted relief to fi

and others accused in a cor-

ruption case.

The case about the devel-
opment of software for Port
Qasim and other ports was
heard in Karachi's accounta-
bility court.

In its verdict on the junis-
dictional application, the
court accepted the plea of
the accused and directed that
the Mational Accountability
Bureau (NAB) reference be

A
returned to the NAB Chair-
man.

The defense argued that

following amendments
passed by the parliament,
the accountability court no
longer has jurisdiction to
hear the case

The court further stated
that the prosecution lacked
evidence showing that the
Accu received financial
benefits. The court added
that it was a prerequisite for
the NAB reference.

Former federal minister
Abdul Hafeez Sheikh and
others are charged with
abuse of power and corrup-
tion, according to NAB.

The accused are alleged
to have caused a loss beating
11 millien dollars to the na-
tional treasury. The NAB
filed a reference for recov-
ery —RT/Agency

Fazl 'Firmly' Rejects Constitutional Package
Despite Coalition Government's Efforts

ISLAMABAD Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F)
Chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, who took the cen-
tre stage as both the govem-
ment and the opposition
sought his support, has
completely rejected the
draft of the "controversial"
constitutional  package,
aimed at making changes to
Pakistan’s judicial and par-
liamentary systems

"The draft we were
given was reviewed, and it
was in no way acceptable.”
the veteran politician said
while talking to journalists
after attending a luncheon
at Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Asad Qaiser’s
residence on Wednesday.

The government pushed
the proposed constitutional
package amid speculation
about a potential extension
in the tenure of Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi
Faez Isa, who is set to retire
in October this vear, follow-
ing the PTI's request last
month for the early issuance
of a notification regarding
the appointment of the next
top judge

The ruling coalition left
no stone unturned o woo

the 'f;c--dct:dcr‘ Fazl, with

leaderships of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
{PML-N) and Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) holding a
furey of meetings with the
cleric, but to no avail

Despite claims of secur-
ing the "magic number®
needed to push the bill
through, the government
failed to table the amend-
ments in parliament and
postponed its move indefi-
nitely — a development
confirmed by PML-N Sena-
tor Irfan Siddiqui.

The amendments al-
legedly include legislation
to extend the tenure of CJP
Isa as well as an increase in
retirement  age of the
judges. To pass the constituy-
tional  amendments, the

government is short of 13
votes in the National As-
sembly (NA) and nine in
the Senate.

The PTI and JUI-F,
which have been arch-rivals
traditionally, found com-
mon ground after the Febru-
ary § general elections and
expressed mutual concemns
over the alleged interfer-
ence and manipulation dur-
ing the polls.

Former NA  speaker
Asad Qaiser hosted a lunch-
con in honour of the JUI-F
head in Islamabad today.
which was also attended by
other PTI lawmakers in-
cluding Omar Ayub, Barris-
ter Gohar and former presi-
dent Anif Alvi

Speaking to journalists
following the meeting, Fazl

said they have completely
rejected the constitutional
amendments” p drafi

| provided by the govern=

ment. “It [the draft] was
shared with specific mdl
viduals, not with everyone.”

“Had we agreed to the
constitutional package, it
would have been the biggest
breach of nation's trust.” he
added

For his part, Asad Qaiser
castigated the incumbent
rulers for “‘concealing” the
draft of the constitutional
package. which he said con-
tained at least 36 amend-
ments, even from its own
parliamentarians. “We do
not accept this legislation in
any respect.”

The PTI leader further
said that the future course
of action will be decided
after consultation with all
opposition parties. How-
ever, he mentioned, they
will table this matter in to-
mormow’s lawyers’ conven-
tion in Lahore Responding
to a question about any con-
tact from the government in
this regard, Qaiser said that
no formal contact was made
from the other side

Speaking on the occa-

sion, PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar pointed out the al=
leged contradiction in state-
ments of quling coalition
partners — Defence Minis-
ter Khawaja Asif and PPP
Chalrmﬂn Bilawal Bhutto.

"In" the assembly,
Khawaja Asif stated this is
the draft, whose contents
have been shared [on social
medial, however, Bilawal
Bhutto said this is not the
same draft; it's a different
one." Gohar said and added,
“Whatever the draft is, both
parties [PTI and JUI-F]
have rejected it."

However, he remarked,
if the government provides
the opposition a new draft,
they will reconsider if.

In response to a question
regarding PTI founder’s
stance on alliance with JUT-
F Gohar claimed that they

“came close to Maulana Fa-
Zlur Rehman™ on Imran
Khan's directives. A day
carlier, former president
Alvi called on Maulana Fa-
zlur in an effort to sway
him, as the government-op-
position tussle over the pro-
posed judiciary-centric con-
stitutional amendments
continues —RT/Agency

COAS Reaffirms Pakistan's
Commitment To Strengthen
Defense Relations With Russna

RAWALPINDIL: Depury
Prime Minister of the Russ-
ian Federation Alexey Over-
chuk called on Chief of fi
Army Staff (COAS) General
Asim Munir at the General
Headquarters on Wednes-
day.

During their meeting,
they engaged in productive
discussions on marters of
murual interest, regional se-
curity d\namlce and bilat-
eral cooperation across vari-
ous sectors, the [Inter
Services Public Relations

(ISPR) said in a statement.
The COAS reiterated
Pakistan's commitment to
traditional defence
ties with Russia. Both sides
reaffirmed their resolve 10
strengthen security and de-
fence cooperation in multi-
ple domains
The visiting dignitary
praised the Pakistan Armed
Forces' pivotal role in com-
bating terrorism and their
tireless efforts to promote
peace and stability in the re-
glon. —R] ncy

Russia To Support Pakistan's
BRICS Membership Bid:

ISLAMABAD:
Deputy  Prime

Russian
Minister

Alexei Overchuk stated on |

Wednesday that Moscow
supparts Pakistan’s inclusion
in BRICS.

During a joint press con-
ference with Pakistan’s For-
eign Minister Ishaq Dar in Is-
lamabad, Overchuk
responded positively 1o ques-
rions abour Pakistan's request
10 join the group of leading
emerging market economies.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishag
Dar stated that discussions
with his Russian counterpart
focused on expanding eco-
nomic relations between Pak-
istan and Russia

During the press confer-
ence, he noted thar bilateral
rrade reached 81 billion last
year, and both countries pri-
nrm:e e%pnndmL rrade ties
by logistical and

£190m Case: IHC Prohibits

Trial Court

Verdict On Imran's
Petltlon

ISLAMAE\AD The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Wednesday stopped the ac-
countability court from issu-
ing a final verdict in the £190

on - settlement  case
against incarcerated Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi.

A two-member bench of
the high court cumpllkmg
Chief Jus
and Justice Ph‘TIdI'\LU| Hassa
Aurangzeb heard the cou,
acquittal plea in the
case.

The PTI founder on Sep-
tember 7 had filed a plea
seeking acquittal in the £190
million  case after  the
Supreme Court’s verdict in
the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) amendments
case wherein the court ac-
cepted the intra-court appeals
filed against last year's ver-
dict which struck down the
changes made to the National

From Final

Accountability Ordinance
(NAD)

The couple is accused of
causing billions of rupees
loss to the national excheq-
uer.

The former premier and
the ex-first lady also ap-
proached the THC against the
accountability court's ruling,
seeking acquittal and plead-
ing with the court to stop the
trial court's proceedings until
the case remains pending in
the high court.

After hearing arguments,
the THC ordered the trial
court to complete proceed-
ings, however, it should not
iszue a final judgment.

The IHC bench also di-
rected Khan and Bushra's
lawyers to submit relevant
documents. It also issued
notices to the respondents
over the couple’s acquittal
pleas and adjourned the
hearing till  September

related issues.

Dar stressed the potential
for energy cooperation with
Russia and expressed Pak-
istan's eagemess to develop
connectivity projects, includ-
ing rail and road networks
between the two nations and
beyond

Regarding regional coop-
eration, he highlighted that
Pakistan views Russia as a
key player in West, South
and Central Asia, and
strengthening mutually bene-
ficial relations with Russia is
a priority for Pakistan's for-
eign policy

He also mentioned Pak-
istan's commitment to work-
ing with Moscow towards
achieving peace and stability

in Afghanistan.

Recognising Russia's his-
torically strong ties with the
Muslim world, the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation
{OIC), and i13 stance on the
Palestine conflict, Dar appre-
ciated Russia's position that
freedom of speech should not
be used to disrespect revered
figures or religions, as it
could hurt the sentiments of
the Muslim Ummah
Dar expressed hopes for
continued high-level contacts
and reaffirmed Pakistan's
commitment 1o deepening re-
lations with Russia

art, Deputy Prime
Minister Overchuk discussed
the praspects for collabora-
tion between Pakistan and
the Eurasian Economic
Union, which includes Arme-
nia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Caucasia, and Russia

He noted that they dis-
cussed opportunities for im-
plementing a free trade
agreement between Pakistan
and these five countries,
looking forward to further
discussions to finalise the
agreement.

Overchuk also stated that
the upcoming intergovern-

Russmn Deputy PM

mental commission meeti
later this year in Russia
would provide an opportu-
nity to enhance trade and
economic relations between
the two countries.

He added that their goals
and visions for development
and economic ties within the
Shanghal Cooperation Orga-
nization are well aligned,
particularly |es:nd|nL con-
nectivity, climate agenda,
food security, energy transi-
tion, and energy security

Moreover, Pakistan and
Russia agreed 1o enhance di-
alogue and cooperation in
various sectors, including
trade, industry, energy, con-
nectivity, science, technol-
ogy. and education. This con-
sensus was reached during
delegation-level talks be-
tween Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar and his Russian
counterpart in Islamabad
today. Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Overchuk's visit aligns
with the vision of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and President Viadimir
Putin to transform bilateral
relations into a streng, mu-
tually beneficial economic
partnership. —RT/Agency

ECP Postpones Intra-Party

Election Case Till October 2 As
PTI Requests Additional Time

26 —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has adjourned the
hearing of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) intra-party
election case until October 2,
following a request by PTI
for additonal ime to submit
required documents_ A three-
member bench, led by ECP
Member Sindh Nisar Durrani,
presided over the proceed-
s, with PTI Chairman Bar-
ter Gohar representing the
party.During the hearing,
ECP Member Balochistan
questioned whether PTDs
intra-party elections were

conducted in Chamkani, Pe-
shawar, to which Bar
Gohar clarified that the elec-
tions took place in Islamabad
Gohar also sought a 10-day
extension o finalise the docu-

mentation The Director Gen-
eral of Political Finance
warned that if the results of
the intra-party elections were
not recognised, PTI could
face an uncertain future with-
out an organisational struc-
ture.

The bench instructed the
DG Political Finance to pro-
vide further assistance on the
matter to which he explained
that under Section 208 of the
Election Act, there should have
been a five-year gap between
two intra-party elections, with
Bamister Gohar expressing his
agreement —RT/Agency
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NAWADR WALI MUHAMMAD: Faqgir Ali Nawaz Hashmi is addressmg the Mehfil-e-
Milad at Dargah Faiz Hashmi (RA).—By M Yousif

o - -
BADIN: Leaders and members of the Jamaat Luari Sharif are taking out a rally to
celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW ).—Phote by Jibran Talpur

SUJAWAL: Allama Hafiz Ghulam Mustafa Qac 12 a rally which was
taken out by the naat Ahle Sunnat o celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW).—
Photo by Kamran Hidayat

NOORIABAD: Leaders of the Ahle Sunnat Wa Jamaat are leading a rally to celebrate
Eid Milad-un-Nabi { SAWW ).—Photo by Shams Palari

¥

ous organizations are parti
Photo by M Bachal

UMERKOT: S5P Asif Rm Baloch and Ieaderso g
ipating in a rally to celebrate the Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW).-

JAMSHORO: Leaders of different orgxnrzatluns are paﬂ pating in a Jashn-e-Milad
Rally in Jamshoro.—Photo by Shaikh Sindhi

HEARTLAND

AM NAWAZ ALI: Molvi Akhtar
Marri, Mehar Khaskheli and others a
which was taken out from Faizan Mesque to ctlehmle
Eid Milad-un-Nabi {SAWW) in Berani.—Photo by
Hakim Baloch

il A
NAUKOT: Mufii Pir Jan Agha Sarhandi, Khalifo Abdul
Hakim Chandio and other Ulema are leading a rally to
celebrateEid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW).—Photo by
Mushahid Nohrie

’ \ |
THANA BULA KHAN: Dawat-e-Islami leaders and
members are taking out Fid Mailad-u abi (SAWW)
Rally in Siri town.—Photo by Shoukat Khaskheli

JHOL: Chairman of Jhol Town Committee Rana Ar-
shad Ali Rajput and other leaders are leading a vally to
celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW).—Photo by
Mehtab Shar

Sunnat are taking
Fid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW .—Photo by Afaque Khan-

UMERKOT: Dr Muhammad Usman Shaikh, Seth Zafar
Mehmood, Town Chairman Muhammad Jahangir
Baloch, Abdullah Rind, Councilor Ghulam Muhammad,
Ashig Shar and others are participating in rallies to cel-
ebrate Eid
Phato by M Bachal

ilad-un-Nabi (SAWW) in Shadi Palli— | §
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'I'ANDO ADAM: Pollce ol’l'tmls Are seen nlerr on dlm' dunng the E \illml -un-Mabi
(SAWW) celebrations in Tando Adam.—Photo by Mumtaz Thahim

TANDO ADAM: Leaders of different religious organizations are taking out a rally to
celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW ).—Phote by Mumtaz Thahim

1 - i N & Y - & > .
DAULATPUR: Members of Jamaat Ahle Sunnt are taking out a rally from

village Mitha Khan Jokhio to celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nab (SAWW).—Photo
by Aijaz Jokhio

DADU: Leaders and members of the International Roohani Te

in Samare.—Photo by M Bachal

fa Pakistan are taking out a rally to celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi

(SA\\“ L—Pllaia by Javed Laghari
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IG Sindh's special team arrests four drug
dealers near Nauabad

By Imtiaz Laskani

NAUABAD: Under the
leadership of DSP Dr.
Muhammad Moosa Abro,
the 1G Sindh's special team
conducted a large-scale op-
eration near Jam Nawaz
Ali, Nanabad and other
areas. During this opera-
tion, more than 10 police
mobiles, including Berani,
City, BC Section, Dilore

Police, and other station
commandos and lady po-
lice, participated. In the
operation, drugs worth
over ten lac rupees, includ-
ing more than 20 bags,
were seized. The individu-
als arrested include Raja
Marri, Khuda Bux alias
Kamri Marri, Imtiaz Ali
Marri, and Siddique alias
Bholo Memon. Cases have
been filed against these in-

dividuals for the seizure of
drugs worth over ten lac
rupees. DSP Muhammad
Moosa Abro stated that,
following the directives of
the Sindh Government and
1G Sindh, a major cam-
paign against drugs is
being carried out. He men-

tioned that the aim of this |8

campaign is to rid Sindh of
drugs and protect the youth
from drug abuse.

Kohsar Welfare Trust organizes a free

medical camp in TBK

By Shoukat Khaskheli

THANA BULA KHAN:
Kohsar Welfare Trust Ko-
histan organized a one-day
free consultation clinic,
GMG Memorial, at Shrimati
Hassi Bai Dharmshala in
Thana Bula Khan.
Renowned neurelogist Dr.
Bhojomal A. Khailani ex-
amined and provided treat-
ment to the patients. Pa-
tients from Kohistan and
other parts of Sindh at-
tended the clinic, where a
total of 148 patients were
checked and advised on
their treatment. On this oc-
casion, Dr Odar Mal
Lakhmiyani. chairman of
Kohsar Welfare Trust, and

Pervaiz Yousuf Memon ex-

pressed their gratinude to Dr.
Bhojomal for generously
giving his valuable time to
serve the needy of his birth-
place without any commer-
cial interest. They also ap-
preciated the volunteers who
dedicated their entire day to

support this noble cause. The
hope was expressed that doc-
tors and social workers would
gontinue to collaborate in the
future as well. The organizers
extended their sincere thanks
1o the GMG Memorial group,
whose cooperation made this
service possible

Shid comanunity obsorves Uity Werk

By Dildar Samo

TANDO ADAM: In Tando
Adam, under the guidance of
the leader of Quaid Millat
Jaffaria in Pakistan, Syed
Sajid Ali Naqvi. the week of
12th to | 7th Rabi-ul-Awal is
being observed as the Unity
Week. In this contest, a cele-
bration of Jashn-e-Sadigeen
Aale Muhammad (SAWW)
and Eid-e-Shujaa was held at
the Central Imambargah Bara
Pirr Tando Adam, chaired by
Raees Habib Khan Marri

The event featured a special
address by research scholar
Professor Engineer Agha
Asad Raza al-Hussaim. Pro-
fessor Hussaini noted that the
month of Rabi-ul-Awal is ex-
traordinary, being the month
of the tirth of the Holy
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(SAWW.), Tmam JaiTar al-

Sadig (AS) and according 1o
some traditions, the month of

(
gration to Medina. The
maonth also marks the martyr-
dom of Hazrat Imam Hassan
al-Askari (AS) and the begin-
ning of Hazrat Imam Mehdi’s
[b-’\\k) Imamat on the 9th of

Hussaini concluded with a
tribute to this blessed month,
which starts with the birth of
the Seal of the Prophets and
ends with the Wilayat of the
Seal of the Successors.

NADRA, Bedari Organization help MPK

residents with aquiring their CNICs

By Younis Chandio

MIPRURKHAS: Bedari Or-
ganization is working on
raising awareness and pro-
viding training to individuals
with disabilities, as well as
men and women, in the areas
of Tehsil Shujaabad and
Tehsil Hussain Bux Marri in
Mirpurkhas. The organiza-
tion is focusing on establish-
ing strong connections with
institutions 1o facilitate their
work. In this regard, a camp
was set up in collaboration
with NADRA for issuing na-
tional identity cards in the
villages of Murid Kapri,

I\awﬂh Raf“q Pathan (mlh
Mohan Bheel, and other vil-
lages in Tehsil Hussain Bux
Mari. A large number of
women registered for their
national identity cards at the
camp. During the camp, Be-
dari Organization's District
Coordinator Advocate Anjum
Shehzadi, Project Manager

Nusral Zahra, Community
Officer Syed Bilal, and ather
volunteers spoke 10 the
media The camp received
support from NADRA and
local volunteers and Bedari
Organizarion is also setring
up camps for the issuance of
national identity cards for
flood victims

Solar power plant installed at Govt
Primary School in Shahdadkot

SHAHDADKOT: The
Sindh Government has pro-

vided a 6 KV solar plant to |

the Government Single Sec-
tion Boys High School,
bringing joy to the citizens
and students. Recently,
technicians sent by the
Sindh Government and the
Education Department in-
stalled the solar plant at the
school  The headmaster,
Abdullah Tunio, was pres-
ent during the installation.
Speaking on the occasion,
Taluka Education Officer
Abdul Qayocom Soomro
praised the initiative of the
Sindh Government and the

A
education department. He
stated that the installation
of solar plants in schools lo-
cated in remote and hot
areas is a commendable ef-
fort. He expressed his hap-
piness, saying that the solar
plant will create a better
learning environment for
the students, improving

their attendance and enroll-
ment. The positive effects of
this timely action will soon
be evident. Soomro also re-
quested that other schools in
his Taluka should be
equipped with solar plants
to ensure all students bene-
fit from a conducive educa-
tional environment.—RT

QOath taking ceremony of SGA Sakrand

By Zeeshan Soomro

SAKRAND: The oath taking
ceremony for the newly
elected officials of the SGA
Sakrand Branch was held
under the supervision of
Election Chairman Muham-
mad Hanif Soomro at the of-
fice of the Sakrand Branch in
the Muhammad Bux Mahar
Library. The newly elected
President Mahmood Soomro,
Vice President Ajjaz Ali Kee-
rie, General Secretary Ayaz
Ali Mahar, Joint Secretary
Khair Muhammad Lakha,
Treasurer Mehboob Hussain
Rind, Information Secretary
Nooruddin Keeno along with

chapter held

the BMC my

Nisar Ahmed

Qurban Ali Shah, Dr. Prem
Chand,  Afag  Ahmed
Soomro, Masood Ahmed
Soomro, Saddam Hussain
Magsi, Abdul Malik Noonari,
Abdul Wahid Panhyar and

Ali Unar took oath.
The ceremony was attended
by prominent figures such as

Azam

Ustad Muhammad Alam
Keerio, Muhammad Waris

Azhar  Mahar,
Aaqib Mughal, Nisar Ahmed
Rind and other citizens.

JUI-F’s Maulana Mir
Muhammad Mirak
demands arrest of Javed
Bhutto’s killers

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORJA: Four months
have passed since the murder
of shopkeeper Javed Bhutto,
and the police have vet to ar-

rest the killers. For the past
40 days, the victim's family
has been running a protest
camp demanding justice. Re-

cently, central leader of JUI-

F, Maulana Mir Muhammad
Mirak, visited the protest
camp with a larze number of
supporters to offer condo-
lences to the family. While

By Dr Mirza MB Qamar

GUIRANWALA: The Rail-
ways Police has issued the
details about the weekly
welfare activities. Accord-
ing to the details, 26 miss-
|||15 and runaway children
were handed over to the
heirs. All eight divisions of
I Railways Police provided
passenger service and other
facilities during the second
1 week of September from 09
pto 15 September 2024 and
safely handed over 26 run-
! j aways and missing persons
speaking to the media, 1 including children, boys and
Maulana Mirak expressed his | girls to their relatives. Apart
frustration, stating that if the | from this, 30 passengers
killers involved in the unjust © were safely and honestly
murder of Javed Bhutto are ' handed over their valuables
not arrested soon, JUI-F will | worth around Rs 748000,

join the family in a strong ! Similarly, wheelchairs and
protest. He further cmlclzed ¥ first aid facilities were also
the police for their failure to | provided to 414 passengers,

apprehend the culprits, de- Dincluding the disabled and
spite four months passing I injured. Rawalpindi Divi-

since the crime. He promised 1 sion stood out as usual in
to meet with the DIG Sukkur | terms of welfare perform-
and SSP Khairpur on Mon- j ance in the weekly opera-
day to push for the amest of y tion which handed over 07
Javed Bhutto's killers. g runaway children to their

heirs. Rawalpindi Division
returned 10 passengers with
their valuables worth around
Rs 5 lac. Apart from this,
wheelchair and first aid fa-
cilities were provided to 118
passengers. In this context,
Peshawar Division handed
over 2, Rawalpindi 7, La-
hore 3, Multan and Sukkur
2/2 and Karachi Division 10
children/girls. In the form of
return of lost goods and

Railways Police issues weekly report of
welfare services

other assistance Peshawar
Division assisted 96 pas-
sengers, Rawalpindi 128,
Lahore 05, Multan 28,
Sukkur 25, Karachl 121 and
Querta Division 3 passen-
gers.

Apart from this, Karachi
Division assisted 1 lac 51
passengers. Handed over
valuable lost goods worth
thousands to the passen-
gers.

DHO Jacobabad still
continuing to work despite ;
being transferred !

4 ]

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: In the case
of the sexval assault of a
polio worker in Jacobabad,
the removed District Health
Officer (DHO) remains in
office despite being trans-

___| ferred by the Sindh Govem-
ment. The DHO, Dr. Irshad |

Sarki, was transferred due to
negligence related to the in-
cident, but he has not yet re-
linquished his position and
continues to work as the
DHO in Jacobabad When
contacted, Dr. Sarki claimed
that he had not received any
official transfer letter and
would leave the position
only upon receiving it. It is
important  to note  that

By Abid Mehmood Ch
I1TOBA TEK SINGH: More

1 were taken out in connection
1 with the blessed birth of the
Holy Prophet Hazrat Muham-
mad {(SAWW) at two places
throughout the tehsil, and

While at night, in connection
with Eid Milad-ul-Nabi ?

A = beautiful, decorative lighting,

Sindh’s Provincial Hw]lh 1 lamps and mountains were

ter, Azra Pechuho, had ! also made throughout the

that the I zens came to see the lighting

¢ mer, SSP 1 and mountains. A large num-
Jacobabad, and the DHO had 1 ber of men, women and chil-
been transferred due to their I dren tumed to the markets,
negligence in handling the y the heavy crowding of the
matter 1 peaple on the markets, inter-

Jacobabad youth kidnapped i
near Begari Canal

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: A young
man named Saddam Kha-
rani from Jacobabad has al-
legedly been kidnapped. His
car was found in a ditch near
the Begari Canal In re-
sponse to the abduction, the
family and community
members staged a sit-in
protest at Zero Point on the
bypass. The angry protesters
ser tires on fire and chanted
slogans against the police
and the prevailing lawless-
ness. The protest led 1o the
suspension of traffic for sev-
eral hours between Sindh
and Balochistan. At the

1 sections, and highways con-

1 than 80 large and small rallies B8

many events were also held. K

ced in a ¥city. A large number of citi- als

tinued till late at night, whi
a torch-bearer procession was
aken out under the a

pices of Tehreek Forogh

Darood-o-Salam. Due to the
VETy Paor Security arrange-
ments throughout the city,
fights and air firing incidents
also took place in most
places, Events were also or-

] gammd wnh n,k.n.n

More than 80 rallies taken out to
celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW) in
Toba Tek Singh

to
Hayat Ta\«ydbﬂ in which
schola

portance of the birth of the
Holy Prophet Hazrat Muham-
mad (SAWW) and the impor-
tance  of  Milad-un-Nabi
(SAWW), Sweets and langar
were also distributed amongst
the people

transport in Gujranwala

Commissioner Syed Naveed Haider

By Dr Mirza ME Qamar

1 GUIRANWALA: Commis-
I sioner Syed Naveed Haider
1 Sheerazi has said that public

1 duced by 5% in all districts
of Gujranwala and Gujarat
1 Division. Notification of de-
ficiency has been issued
The purpose of the initiative
is 10 benefit the public after
the recent reduction in the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts. The Co

ner

1 transport fares have been re- |

1
1
i Sheerazi reduces fares for public
]
1
1

Secreta
Authori
1

Road Transport
should ensure the
ation of the

as per the law. A nnuf’caunn
has been issued by the ad-
i of the districts

Gujranwala directed that the
administration of the dis-
protest, Ahmed Ali Brohi, Viricts and the concemed
Vice President of Anjuman |

newly fixed fares and action
should be taken against
those who are n\'elc]laﬂ::ing

of Gujranwala and Gujarat
division, after the reducrion
in fares

Tajran Sindh, along with the 1
victim's relatives, Abdul |
Ghafoor  Baloch, Irshad g
Kharani, and others, stated |
thar Saddam Kharani was an
his way from Larkana to Ia- | TOBA TEK SINGH: A rerri-
cobabad when he was ab- | ble collision between rwo
ducted near the Begari  motorcyeles occured near
Canal in the jurisdiction of ' Variamwala Interchange in
the Tajo Dero police station 1 which, 6 people including a
According 1o the fami 12-year-old child and 2
bandits blocked the road | women died on the spot
with stones, causing Sad- ! Babar, a 12-year-old boy, was
dam's car o fall into the | riding along with his father
ditch. The bandits then kid- | Mohsin and mother Sajida
napped him.  They who were going from

By Abid Mahmood Ch

Toba to Varyamwala Jhang,
while Anwar, 60, and his wife
Halimah were riding another
motorcycle coming from the
oppaosite direction. Bibi and
one person, 3d-year-old
Iftikhar son of Sadiq, were
riding, who lost control due
1o high speed near Hokkaran-
wala bridge and the rwo mo-
torcycles collided with each
ather, as a result of which the
said 6 persons on both motor-

Six Die In Toba Tek Singh Road Accident

cycles died before receiving
medical aid They died on
the spot, after receiving the
information of this tragic ac-
cident, the rescue team and
the local police reached the
spot, the bodies of the de-
ceased were shifted to Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospital
Toba Tek Singh, due to this
tragic accident, the atmos-
phere of the entire area Be-
reaved, the police are busy

manded the IMMETIAE Te- L m o om om o om mm om om o o o o o o o m m om om om m om m m m m m m m

covery of the young man

SEPCO disconnects
hundreds of illegal power

connections

ahr

Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: A team from
SEPCO Khanpur, led by
Riaz Abbasi, Abdul
Samad Kalhoro, Zafar
Kalhoro, and Shaukat Ali
Chachar, conducted oper-

|| ations in various neigh-

borhoods of Khanpur
Mahar, including Somra
Muhalla, Hindu Muhalla,
and  Shaikh Muhalla.
During these operations,
several illegal electricity
connections used for
power theft were discon-
nected, and the wires

were confiscated. Re-

garding the operations,

By Sajan Jani

SHAHDADPUR:  Sindh

.
in Khanpur
the Social Justice Forum held
an awareness program on
early child marriage and
forced marriages at the Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
(SIMS) as part of the national
Young Omang Program. The
event aimed to sensitize
stakeholders about the harm-
ful effects of child marriages
and the importance of enforc-
ing relevant laws. Attended
by students, teachers, media
representatives, social ac-
tivists, vouth, and off
from government depart-
ments related to child protec-
tion, the program highlighted
issues related to early child
marriage and forced mar-
nages. Dr. Bashir Ahmed Ja-
mali, Director SIMS, high-
lighted that child marriages
violate human rights and so-
cial norms, forcing girls into
marnage and compro
their education, health, and
social life. Tarig Rahim
Lakho, Deputy Director of
the Social Welfare Depart-
ment and Focal Person for
the Sindh Child Protection
Authority in Sanghar, give
emphasis to that poverty,
lack of education, and out-
dated customs contribute to
child marriages. He shared

Riaz Abbasi, the team
leader from SEPCO
Khanpur, stated that ac-
tions against electricity
thieves are ongoing. He
emphasized that el C
ity theft is a serious
crime and warned people
to refrain from using ille-
gal connections (com-
maonly known as kundas).
He further added that
those who do not comply
with SEPCO's directives
will tace strict legal ac-
tion, and cases will also
be registered against the
electricity thieves,

Green Foundation (SGF)and =y

addressing this issue
hag established a helpline to
report such cases. He said
these programs wall help us
reach more communities,
Noor Muhammad Mangi

Founder and Executive Di-

Program in Pakistan, hosted
by the Chanan elopment
Association (CDA). He
mentioned that in collabora-
tion with the Indus Re-
sources Center (IRC), a
member of Young Omang,
they are addressing early
and forced marriage in the

5

rector, introduced the Young  Pr

SGF, SJF hold a seminar on child marriage
and forced marrlages in Shahdadpur

Sanghar district of Sindh
province. Other speakers,
including Dr. Saima Khan,
Deputy Director Population
‘Welfare Department Shah-
dadpur, Dr. Maria Khan,
Med; Officer Population

. Welfare Department, Mehdi
H

assan Panhwar, P ent
g Club Shahdadpur,
Peeral Ali Hulio, Program
Coordinator Social Justice
Forum, Niaz Jani Detho,
Media Coordinator SIMS,
Principal CMW  Safina
Niaz, Tanveer Akhtar Arain,
Principal Paramedical
School, echoed similar con-
Cerns.
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Does anyone care about the declining health of democracy in Pakistan?

he recent refusal by local authorities
to allow Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) to hold a public rally in
Karachi under the pretext of security
concerns raises serious questions about the
health of democracy in Pakistan. Time and
again, security threats are cited as a reason to
suppress PTI's political activities, while other
parties continue to function freely. The situa-
tion in Karachi, as heard by the Sindh High
Court (SHC), paints a troubling picture of
how selective security assessments are being
used to curtail PTT’s political freedoms.
Justice Yusuf Ali Saeed, in a pointed in-

quiry, questioned why only PTI faces such
restrictions, while other political parties have
been allowed to rally without issue. The fact

REGISSNAL TIMES!

that the deputy commissioner East claimed
that security clearance had not been granted
without providing concrete evidence or ex-
planation further deepens the concern. If se-
curity is such an overarching issue, a blanket
ban on all political rallies, as suggested by
the court, might seem more consistent. Yet,

only PTT’s activities are being targeted.

A thriving democracy relies on a level
playing tield where all political parties are al-
lowed to operate without fear or favor. PTI,
like any other political entity, must have the
freedom to engage with the public. Selective
suppression of political activities, especially
on dubious grounds, sets a dangerous prece-
dent for future democratic processes in Pak-
istan. All political parties deserve equal rights
to assembly and free expression, and no in-
stitution should hinder these essential demo-
cratic pillars in the name of security without
clear justification.
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JOHT: Jamaat Ahle Sunnat leaders including Syed Noor
Shah, Ghulam Lashari, |8
“4| Haliz Ghulam Mustafa and others are leading a rally to
celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW) in Johi—Phoio

by Roahan Memon

HYDERABAD: SSP Dr Farukha Ali is participating in rallies to celebrate the Eid

Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW) in Hyderabad city.—Photo by GM Chandio

JAMSHORO: S8P Zafar Siddique Chhanga is seen reviewing the security measures in
) in Jamshoro.—Photo by Munawar Chandio

the Eid Milad-un-Nabi (S

BADIN: Members and leaders of the Jamaat Luari Sharif are taking lmi_a rally to

celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW ) in Badin—Photo by Jibran Talpur

4 : The Coo
Security and Safety

Khawaja is presenting a tr:
to a Member of the Ismail

LARKANA: in Shafi

and other Ulema are attending the Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(SAWW) celebrations at Dargah Mashori Sharif.—
Phato by Nadeem Soomro

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Abdul Hayee Shaikh, son of Raheem Bux Shaikh, resident

of Gajanpur Chowk, Larkana, hereby declare that the origi-

nal documents pertaining to my plot, located in Bahna Town

Karachi, Plot No. 19, measuring 125 square yards, Registry

No. BTKP-UIT0089, have been lost,

If anyone finds the aforementioned documents, they are
| kindly requested to return them to the address mentioned

KUMB: Leaders of diffe igi izations are
Nabi (SAWW) celebrations in Kumb.—Photo by Naz Selangi

the Eid Milad.

above
Thank you for your cooperation

HYDERABAD: Mayor Hyderabad Kashif Shoro and other leaders are partlc;puil;g
in the rallies to celebrate Eid Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW).—Photo by Gm Chandio
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Champions Trophy 2025:
ICC delegation reviews
arrangements at Karachi's

National Stadium

KARACHI: An Intemational
Cricket Council (1CC) dele-
gation visited the National
Stadium in Karachi to assess
the ongoing preparations for
the 2025 ICC Champions
Trophy, set to be held in Pak-
istan next February

The five-member dele;
tion, which included key
ficials from the ICC, is con-
ducting a comprehensive
review of facilities across
several venues to ensure Pak-
istan’s readiness for the pres-
tigious tournament.

The delegation comprised
Security Manager David
Masker, Ewvent Manager
Sarah Edgar, General Man-
ager Cricket Wasim Khan,
Event Manager Aun Zaidi,
and Broadcast Consultant
Mansoor Manj

During their visit to the
Mational Stadium, they in-
spected the construction
work in progress and cap-
tured photos and videos for
further analysis.

Director of International
Cricket Usman Wahla and
Senior General Manager of

the National Smdmm Arshad
Khan provided a detailed
briefing on the construction
efforts aimed at upgrading
the venue for the global
event.

In addition to Karachi,
the ICC team will visit other
key wvenues in [slamabad,
Rawalpindi, and Lahore dur-
ing their four-day stay in
Pakistan. These inspections
will ensure that all facilities
are in top condition for host-
ing the Champions Trophy.
The delegation's visit follows
a previous inspection con-
ducted by a three-member
ICC team in April of this

L
5

.
The ICC delegation is
scheduled {0 depart for
Dwbai on September 21, with
Pakistan continuing its final
preparations to host their first
multi-team event since 2008,
Remember  last week,
ICC Chief Executive Geoff
Allardice  confirmed  that
there are currently no plans
to relocate the ICC Champi-
ons Trophy 2025 from Pak-
istan —Agency

SL vs NZ.:
Kamindu Mendis
equals Saud
Shakeel's record

Sri Lanka's Kamindu
Mendis has etched his name
into the record books by
equalling a world Test
record, becoming only the
second batter to score S0+
runs in each of his first
seven Test matches.

Pakistan's Saud Shakeel
is the only other batter w
achieve this remarkable
feat.

Mendis brought up his
eighth 50-plus score in Tests
during the first day of the
opening Test aj st New
Zealand in Galle. This mile-
stone also sees him surpass

cricket  legends  Sunil
Gavaskar (India), Saeed
Ahmed (Pakisian), and

Basil Burcher (West Indies),
all of whom scored a fifty in
each of their first six Test
matches

Kamindu's achievement

England, where he regis-
tered scores of 2, 113, 74, 4,
and 64. He made his Test
debut in 2022 against Aus-
tralia in Galle, where he
scored 61 in Sri Lanka's in-
nings victory.

However, he did not fea-
ture in the Test side for al-
most two years after thar
Upon his return against
Bangladesh earlier this year,
he showeased his form with
scores of 102 and 164 in the
Sylher Test, followed by an
unbeaten 92 in Chartogram

In the ongoing Test in

AL TIMES
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By Adeel Alvi

HIKARPUR: The Direc-
or Information Sukkur,
ida Hussain Baladi, vis-
pited and inquired about the
Ihea\th of senior journalist
j Liaquat Laghari. who has
been bedridden for over a
decade due to paralysis.
he visit took place at
VLaghari’s residence in
ikarpur, where the di-
Irector assured him of fi-
nancial assistance from

Pakistan's Asjad Iqbal crashes out of
Snooker World Cup

ULAANBAATAR: Pak-
istan cueist Asjad Igbal
has been knocked out of
the IBSF Mongelia
Snooker World Cup
2024 after succumbing
te a narrow 5-4 defeat
against Michael Geor-
giou of Cyprus in the
semi-final

Asjad had an un-
wanted start to the high-
stakes clash as he lost
the opening two frames.
He, however, made an
astounding comeback
and took a narrow 4-3
lead to move just one
within touching distance
of the victory
Asjad was on course
to secure the victory in
the eighth frame as he
had amassed a 65-point
lead but Georgiou re-
sponded with a sensa-
tional clearance and

the Sindh Government.

drew lev
match o
frame.

In the decisive frame,
Georgiou  completely
outclassed Asjad and
ended his hopes of mak-
ing it to the final.

Asjad Igbal settled
for a bronze in the IBSF
Mongolia Snooker
World Cup 2024,

. Torcing the
the ninth

%4
Mir

Semor journalist

Earlier, in the quar-
ter-final. Asjad defeated
China's Gao Yang 4-3
Asjad made a bril-
liant start as he won the

first frame with a score 3

of 76-0. However, Gao
Yang made a resounding
comeback winning the
next two frames with
scores of 25-64, 0-
135(135)

Director Information Sukkur
enquires about health of ailing
journalist Liaquat Laghari

Mushtaq Mangrio was
also present during the
visit. Liaquat Laghari,
who struggles with speech
and has limited use of his
left hand, shared his chal-
lenges with the Director of
Information. The Director
assured him of full sup-
port, emphasizing that the
Sindh Information Depart-
ment is committed to
helping journalists who
have dedicated their lives
to the field.

The Pakistani cueist
then took the lead with a
victory in the fourth
frame B1(76)-34, fUI
lowed by a 65-04 vic
tory in the next lram\,

The Chinese cue
once again levelled the
scores  with 5050}
a9{69), but Asjad Iqba
triumphed with the vic
tory in the last frame 69
50

Meanwhile
other quarter-final clash,
Iran's Ali Gharahgozlou
defeated Pakistan'
Awais Munir 4-2
frame scores were 68

-\bjdd 1qba| dt,h,a[u
Hung Kong's Chang Yu
Kiu in the pre-quarter:
final match with a scon
of 4-1 —Agency

FATSALABAD: Mark-
hors record their third
consecutive victory of
the Champions One-Day
Cup as they defeat the
Daolphins by 92 runs in
the tournament's sixth
game at the Igbal Sta-
dium in Faisalabad on
Wednesday.

The Dolphins were
bundled out by Moham-
mad Rizwan and Co for
192 runs while chasing a
2B5-run target

The Markhors had
registered 284 runs with
a loss of nine wickets at
the scoreboard with a
century from Kamran
Gihulam and notable runs
from their skipper.
After losing two early
wickets, including Bis-

fours and 3 sixes. bel‘ore
being dismissed by
Sameen Gul

Skipper Rizwan
added 51 off 67 deliver-
ies, while Salman Agha
contributed 49 off 47

off the f’mal ball nt the
innings.
Faheem Ashraf was
the standout bowler for
Dolphins, claiming
wickets for 43 runs, in-
cluding key dismissals

S

Markhors defeat Dolphins by 92
runs, record third consecutive victory

Sahibzada Farhan pro-
vided a steady
scoring 24 run 3
balls, including three

boundaries but he s.ouldl

not convert big
Hm\e»m h

ﬁ1|u55led and
dismissed for a duck afte
facing 12 balls, caught
behind by Bismillah Khan
off the bowling of Akif
Javed, leaving the team at |l
12-1

The top order faced
further  setbacks  as
Muhammad Akhlag, the
v.]cketkeeper—bauew man-
aged just 1 run from 2
balls before he, 100.

Captain Saud Shakee

contributed a valuable 41 ,

runs from 36 balls with
three boundaries, stabilis- !
ing the innings after earl
losses. He was eventually
caught by Akif Javed off
Salman, Ien\-ing the team
ar 99-5 —Agency

By Faroog Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: Rania
Muhammad Adil Unar, resi-
dent of village Muhammad
Ramzan Unar, is a 'Alimah'
{Islamic scholar) from Jamia
Rooh Al-Curan Nagshbandia
Tahiria Hala New Branch,

Nooh (RA).
competition of Seerat books
and essays held by the Gov
ernment of Pakistan, she has
secured first position in Seerat
Essays among Alimahs, pro-
fessors, and Islamic scholars
across the Sindh province,
with the prayers of her parents.
After this success, she will
travel to Islamabad as a state
ylesl to receive her award

Alimah Rania Unar wins
Seerat and essay
competition in Sindh

>

Madrasa Makhdoom Sarwar
In the annual L

-

from the President of Pakistan
and the Prime Minister of Pak-
istan at the Infernational Seerat
Conference, which will be
held from 11th to 29th Rabi-
ul-Awal (September). Th

great honor for our Sindh
provin ﬁpecm]lw for Dis-

and the \ulIIELe of Muhammad
Ramzan Unar.

1 Children's

: By Naeem Shaikh

HAIRPUR: During the
) Sindh Children's Festival at

Sindh Children School, the
Fruler of the Khairpur State,
Vprince Mir Mehdi  Raza
I Talpur, presented a Certifi-
1 cate of Excellence in Charac-
1 ter to renowned artist and
1 composer Asif Nizamani
1 According to the details, a
1 prestigious event titled Sindh
ildren's Festival was held
at Sindh Children School in
1 Khairpur. The ceremony, at-

' Prince Mir Mehdi Raza
1 Talpur attends Sindh

Festival in

Khairpur

tended by students and
school adminisration. began
with the recitation of the
Holy Quran. Following this,
students showcased their tal-
ents, with both boys and girls
actively participating. The
special guest of the festival
was the ruler of the Khairpur
State, Prince Mir Mehdi
Raza Talpur, who awarded
certificates 1o all the partici-
pants. The event was also at-
tended by the school's owner,
Qurban Mangi, along with
other notable individuals

Talhar’s civil society decries
opening of BISP Centre at a

| government run boys school

I TALHAR: The educa-
ional emergency an-
1 nounced by the Sindh Ed-
jucation Department has
| failed, as a Benazir In-
jcome Support Program
1 (BI\PJ center has been set
Jup in a boys' secondary
school, ad»er*:el\ affecting
students' education.

Civil society as well as
pnlmca] and social leaders
have begun eriticizing the
Deputy ‘Commissioner of
¥ Badin for this move. On
1 this issue, Sunil Kumar, a
1 leader of the PPP Minority
IWing in Talhar, told the

media that while the Sindh
government has declared
an educational emergency,
the Deputy Commissioner
of Badin has established
an income support center
at the Government Boys
Higher Secondary Scheol
in Talhar. This has se-
verely impacted swdents'
education. Kumar ap-
pealed to the Deputy Com-
missioner to reconsider his
decision and relocate the
center to another location
1o prevent further disrup-
tion to students’ educa-
tion—RT

Galle, Kamindu reached his
fifty off 73 deliveries. He
also put on a 72-run panner-
ship for the fifth wicket
with Angelo Mathews, who
returned to bat after retiring
hurt following a blow to his
hand —Agency

Face of the Day

Lo
About me: I'm pas

nate about taking selfies!

millah Khan for a duck Despite a few late of Iftikhar  Ahmed,

and Mohammad Faizan wickets, the tailenders Abdul Samad, and Mo-

for just 1, Ghulam stead- added crucial runs, with hammad Imran. Mir

ied the innings with a su- Zahid Mahmood remain- Hamza bagged two

perb knock of 113 off ing unbeaten on 15 and wickets

110 balls, including 12 Akif Javed smashing 6 In the chase,
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Singer-songwriter Tay-
lor Swift has just gotten
candid about what it feels
like to experience heart-

well.

For those unversed,
Swaft is currently in a rela-
tionship with NFL star and
podcaster Travis  Kelee
however, back in 2011 she
sat for an interview with 60
minutes and got candid
about the pain she under-
goes each time 'fame’ be-
comes a major reason for
her breakups

The interview in ques-
tion, shared in the A Second

Please email us your photo for our Model Watch and
Kids™ Corner section at regionaltimes 10/@gmail.com

Look program just resur-
faced and features Swift

getting candid about what

break despite "clicking’ so

Taylor Swift shares
heartbreaking breakup
admission despite having
‘clicked' so well

she feels regarding fame
and its effects on her love
life

According to the singer
"It's so hum-

but your comfort level wnh
fame is so different than
[the person you're dating].”

Cause while "1 don't
care,” and "it doesn't matter
to me who's looking, but it
does to some people.”

At the end of the day,

“you couldn't really have ||

a good relationship with
someone who cares that
much,” she added .md
also made clear, ™
a little unnece:
care that much dqut
keeping people out."

to singers who

private life in

ckbait
k

cent inferview with Anderson
Cooper on 60 Minutes, Lipa
candidly shared that her

her personal life just to grab
the public's attention

The Levitating singer
shared, "It's something that |
J'llbt naturally hold back.”
"Some people are just so

ruthless wath their own pri-

vate life that they decide to
put it all out in a song be-
cause they know that it's
zoing to attract people's at-

- tention," The three times
Grammy  award  winner
added.

She went on to say, "For
me, it was always important
to make music that people re-
ally loved, not because T was
putting someone on blast or
not because I'm doing it for
clickbait at someone else's
expense.”

However, she has not

called out any singer's name
but her interview left the fans
to think that she is pointing
out Taylor Swift. Fans took
to X, o express their opinion
on it

A fan penned, "Yah I'm
gonna go out on a limb and
say that this was a thinly
wveiled, albeit harmless, shot
at Taylor Swift’

Another effused, 'Bwa
ha ha! Not thinly veiled

whatsoever. I'll be glad
when Swift crashes and
burns, Take a look at

Dua Lipa brands Taylor Swift ruthless
for sharing private life in songs
' .

Madonna - that's Swift
future
'Nothing thinly veiled

here. Shot over the bow', a
fan gushed.

For those unversed,
Swift is known for referring

her ex and current beau in
her songs, as fans predict
her album The

Tortured
Poets Department’s songs
So High School and The
Alchemy are for Travis
S0Me SONgs are re-
ferred to her ex-boyfriend,

Joz Alwyn
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-Can you believe this?

DSP’s guard assaults a Dokri student

By Irfan Morio

DOKRL: A guard of the DSP
Diokri physically assaulted a
12th-grade student, leading
to a protest by students.
Shoaib Ali Mirani, a resident
of Mirani neighborhood in
Dokri and a 12th-grade stu-
dent, was allegedly assaulted
by DSP Dokri's guard, Ghu-
lam Bughio. In response,
students led by Shoaib Ali
Mirani, Ghulam Raza Jatoi,
Hizbullah Zahrani, Tanveer
Kolachi, and others held a
protest demonstration out-
side the Dokri Press Club.
During the protest, the stu-
dents spoke to the media,
condemning the assault on

Shoaib Ali Mirani, who was
then unjustly detained. They
stated that Shoaib was re-
turning home after shopping
in Bhittai Bazaar when
DSP's guard Ghulam Bughio
assaulted him without any

reason, confiscating his cash
and belongings before lock-
ing him up. The students em-
phasized that Shoaib Ali Mi-
rani is a 12th-grade student
with no criminal record and
was wrongfully targeted.
They expressed frustration
that the Dokn police refused
1o register a case regarding
the incident, and they de-
manded protection. Addi-
tionally, they accused the
DSP's  guard,  Ghulam
Bughio, of spreading terror
in the town through paolice
brutality. The protestors
called for immediate legal
action against the DSP's
guard and demanded justice
for the student.

Annual Urs of Hazrat Watayo Faqir
(RA), Syed Aali Shah (RA) celebrated in
Tando Allahyar

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: The
annual Urs of Hazrat Watayo
Fagir (RA) and Syed Aali
Shah (RA) near Tando Allah-
var began on 12th Rabi-ul-
Awal
was offered at the shrine to
inaugurate the fair. Along
with the Shaikh brothers,
wiriter Riaz Umrani and other
friends also placed the Chad-
dars on the graves and
praved. Riaz Umrani ex-
plained that Hazrat Watayo
Fagir was a saint from five
centuries ago who conveyed
the message of humanity
through humor. Bom in
Nasarpur, he was a true and
sincere soul, and such spiri-

A ceremonial sheet |

tual figures are born only
once in centuries. He men-
tioned that Hazrat Shah
Habib (RA), Hazrat Mian
Shah Inayat Rizvi (RA), and
‘Watayo Fagir (RA) belonged
to the same era and were
known as spiritual leaders.

People used to call Watayo
by the name Wato. Umrani
emphasized the need for fur-
ther research on this great
saint and suggested establish-
ing a research institution in
Tando Allahvar dedicated
‘Watayo. He also mentioned
that he has conducted brief
research and published a
ook on the subject. Watavo's
ancestors were  originally
Hindu Khatris who later em-

\| braced Islam. He urged the

district government to recog-
nize the contributions of
‘Watayo Fagir (RA). During
the Urs, renowned singers
such as Jawad Fagir, Zulfigar
Khaskheli, Habib Shah, Azad
Fagir, and Faqgir Magsi pre-
sented mystical poetry.

International Literacy Day observed

in Mithi

By Ashraf Kunbhar

MITHI: Cn the occasion of
International Literacy Day,
the Literacy and Non-Formal
Education Department of
Sindh, in collaboration with
Community-Based Acceler-
ated Learming  Spaces
(KBAL), the REED Founda-
tion Tharparkar, and the Thar
Education Alliance, organ-
ized a one-day seminar at the
Press Club Mithi Auditorium
on the opic Promoting Mul-
tidimensional Education for
Harmony and Peaceful Envi-
ronment. Special guest Abdul
Iabbar Memon, Director of

the Directorate of Literacy
and Nen-Formal Education
Sindh, stated that the devel-
opment of nations depends
on the intellectual capacity of
their people, and enhancing
intellectual capacity requires
everyone to receive educa-
tion. He emphasized that ac-
cording 1o Article 25-A and
37-B of the Constitution of
Pakistan and the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights, every individual has
the right to education. Other
speakers at the seminar, in-
cluding Director of Sec-
ondary Higher Secondary
Mirpurkhas Division Igbal

Kumhar, Director of Primary
Education Mirpurkhas Divi-
sion Mumitaz Khuhro, Pr
gram Manager of the RE
Foundation Tania Attaiz,
CEO of Thar Education Al-
liance Partab Shiwani, and
other notable guests high-
lighted the importance of
education and the efforts
being made to increase
school capacity. The semi-
nar also included the pres-
entation of shields and ex-
pressed gratitude for the
support of various organi:
tions, including UNICEF,
JICA, Sindh  Education
Foundation, and others.

New office-bearers of SGA Mehar
take oath

By Murtaza Panhwar

MEHAR: The oath taking
ceremony of the Sindh Grad-
vates Association (SG
Mehar branch took pla
SGA House Mehar The
chief guest of the event was
Alraf Hussain Gorar, Chief
Election Commissioner of
the SGA Central Election

Commission, and the hon- J§
orary guest was former Vice §

Chairman Abdul Rasool
Soomro. The founder and
first General Secretary of
SGA Mehar branch, Muham-
mad Ismail Panhwar was
also present. The ceremony
commenced with the recita-
tion of the Holy Quran by
Engineer Muhammad Aslam
Chandio. Altaf Hussain

to the newly elected office-
bearers for the term 2024 to
2027. The esteemed guests
were honored with tradi-
tional Sindhi gifts, including

ndhi caps and Ajraks. The
newly elected President,
Badaruddin Palh, delivered a
welcoming speech, express-

Tando Allahyar Police arrest
three Gutka suppliers

By Afague Khanzada

TANDOC ALLAHYAR:
Under the leadership of
SDPO City and SHO A-Sec-
tion Mir Afzal Gul Magsi, a
successful operation was car-
ried out based on secret in-
formation. A Cultus car with
registration number AZT-938
was stopped for inspection at
the Hyderabad-Mirpurkhas
Bypass Road near Amar
CNG During the search, 3
maunds of raw material and

10 packets of Indian Royal
King Gutka were recovered
from the vehicle. Two sus-
pects invelved in drug traf-
ficking were arrested on the
spot. The amrested individuals
were identified as Usman
Akhtar, son of Akhtar Deen
Ahmed Siddiqui, and a
woman named Sana Shaikh.
Both suspects are residents
of Malir, Karachi. A case has
been registered against them
at the E-Section Police Sta-
tion in Tando Allahyar.

Kandiaro youth goes mlssmg

By Usama Ayaz

KANDIARC: Avaz Ahmed,
the son of well-known veg-
etable vendor Muhammad
Usman Tunio from the
Tania Muhalla in Kandiaro,
went missing on Monday
evening after an argument
with his family. His disap-
pearance has caused great
distress to his family. Ac-
cording to his brother,

deteriorated du to the
dent. The family has ap-

Imran Tunio, a primary pealed to the media and au-
school  teacher, heir thorities for help in finding
mother’s health has severely him

Samaro Police recover
trader's stolen cash and
mobile phone

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT SHO  of
Samaro  Police  Station
Ahmed Bux Rehman has
claimed to have recovered
five lac rupees and a mobile
phone looted a few days ago
from businessman Partab
Malhi of Samaro. District In-
charge C1A, Khalil Kumb-

har, held a press conference
with Samaro police. Speak-
ing 1o the media, Khalil
Kumbhar said that one of the
accused in the thefi is Jabbar
Shaikh, a resident of Kash-
more. He further stated that
other suspects are also in-
volved, and the police will
soon arrest them and recover

the stolen money.

Daulatpur's Gaincho community protests
for Mushtaq Gaincho's recovery

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: In the wvil-
lage Haji Ramzan Gaincho
near Daulatpur, resident
Mushtaq Ghincho has been
reportedly abducted and sub-
jected to violence by the po-
lice on the orders of influen-
tial landlords. In protest
against this act, the Gaincho
community members, in-

cluding Mukhtiar Gaincho, £

Ghulam Mustafa Gaincho,
Haji Suleman Gaincho,
Yasin Gaincho and Ghulam
Qadir Gaincho, organized a
demonstration in front of the
Daulatpur Press Club. Dur-
ing the protest, the demon-
strators informed the media
that on the occasion of 12th
Rabi-ul-Awal, a rally was
held in Daulatpur city. They
claimed that ASI Mohabbat
Machi and police officer
Ashraf Korai from Daulatpur
Police Station had brutally
assaulted Mushtag Gainche,
robbed him of 200,000 ru-
pees in cash and his mobile

phone, and then abducted
him. They strongly con-
demned this action. The pro-
testers also accused influen-

tial landlord Sarwar Dahri of

attempting to seize their agri-
cultural land, alleging that
this was the motive behind
the police’s involvement in
Mushtaq Gaincho's abduc-
tion. They claimed that the
influential landlords intend
to force them out of their
land. They further stated that
Mushtaq Gaincho, an honor-
able farmer suffering from
diabetes and high blood
pressure, is in poor health,

and any harm coming to him
would be the respor ity

of the powerful landlord and
the mentioned police offi-
cers. They expressed con-
cem that the police might
file false cases or mistreat
him. They demanded that if
Mushtaq Gaincho is required
in any case, he should be
presented in court. They
urged the DIG and SSP Sha-
heed Benazirabad to imme-
diately release Mushtaq
Gaincho, warning that if
their demands are not met,
they will escalate their
protest.

Secretary Railways Syed Mazhar Ali
Shah reviews Thar Connectivity Project

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: In a significant
development, Secretary of
Railways Sved Mazhar Ali
Shah, aleng with a high-level
delegation, visited New
Chhor, Umerkot, and Is-
lamkot te oversee the

! | progress of the Thar Connec-

fivity Project. This strategic
project, set to be inaugurated
soon by the Prime Minister
of Pakistan, promises o rev-
olutionize transportation in
the region. Accompanying
Secretary Syed Mazhar Ali
Shah were Muhammad Nasir
Khalili, Divisional Superin-
tendent (DS) Karachi, Nisar
Ahmed Memon, Chief Exec-
utive Director of Pakistan
Railway Freight Transporta-
tion Company (PRFTC),
Saeed Ahmed Khan, Project
Director of Thar Coal Pro-
Ject, Brigadier from Frontier

Works Orgamzanun (FWO), numu, Llc,uloprm,m and
and other or officers of strengthen national cohesion.
Pakistan Railways. During Secretary of Railways Syed
the wisit, the delegation re- Mazhar Ali Shah stated that
viewed the progress of the the Thar Connectivity Pro-
project, engaged with local ject is a game changer for the
stakeholders and owtlined the region. We are committed o
benefits of this strategic imi- delivering this project on

tiative

The Thar Connectivity
Project aims to enhance rail
connectivity, promote eco-

time, ensuring seamless con-
nectivity and economic op-
portunities for the people of
Thar.

MNA Aijaz Khan Jakhrani meets raped
polio worker, assures her of his full support

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: Member of
the National Assembly from
Jacobabad and Pakistan
People's Party (FPP) leader,
Aijaz Hussain Jakhrani, vis-
ited the house of polio
worker Abida Unar, who
was a victim of sexual as-
sault in Jacobabad. He pre-
sented her with an Ajrak,
condemned the incident,
and assured that all cul]rr'us
involved would be arrested
soon. During his visit, the
PPP leader handed over a
cheque of Rs 1 million as fi-
nancial aid to the affected
polio worker. While speak-

ing m the medla, Aijaz Hus-
sain Jakhrani expressed his
sorrow over the tragic inci-
dent and said that no
amount of condemnation
was enough. He mentioned

that the main accused had
already been arrested and
hoped that the remaining
culprits would also be ap-
prehended soon and brought
to justice. Jakhrani further
emphasized that criminals
have no tribe and no le-
niency would be shown to
them. He reaffirmed his
commitment 1o providing
every possible support 1o
the affected family. In re-
sponse o a question, he
stated that after consulting
with the Chief Minister of
Sindh, the government
would ensure compensation
and a government job for
the victim

= Y

ing gratitude for the partici-
pation of his colleagues. He
stated that their purpose is to
serve selflessly, without any
personal gain. Former Vice
Chairman Abdul Rasool
Soomro praised the social
services provided by SGA
Mehar, calling them com-
mendable

Meeting of Liaquat Town Welfare
Society’s Senior Council held in

Tando Jam

By Ifan Khushk

TANDO JAM: An important
meeting of the Senior Coun-
cil of the Liaguat Town Wel-
fare Society Tando Jam was
held under the chairmanship
of the organizing committee,
hosted by Bashir Ahmad
Bhutto, Dr. Atta Hussain
Shah and Dr. Fahad Nazir
Khoso. Senior and active
members of the town at-
tended the meeting. During
the meeting, the problems
faud by the town were dis-
It was decided to

U a letter to the higher
authorities of WAPDA and
fo approach the court regard-
ing the installation of illegal
fransformers. Additionally, it
was agreed to submit an ap-
plication to the police station
and the SSP office concem-

ing recent theft incidents

Liaquat Town and the ice

¢ dress the problems of Li-
aguat Town. Dr. Manzoor Al

tion and set of leaders for the
town, which will be passed
by the general body, Mem-
bers participating in the
mesting appealed to the
Town Committee of Tando
Jam, the local MPA, and

MNA to contribute to the de-
velopment works and ad-

Abro, Abdul Aleem
Khokhar, Zahid Ali Khokhar,
Shahid Hussain  Memon,
Shahabuddin Brohi,
Salahuddin Junejo, Mudas-
sar Jungjo, Salman Gopang,
and others attended the
meeting

Young artist Saifi Soomro
demands justice over Frere
Hall fraud

EXCLUSIVE
By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: Saifi Soomro, an
artist from Ghotki, has alleged
fraud by the administration of
Karachi's Frere Hall concem-

ing two paintings he exhibited
there seven years ago. The
paintings were reportedly lost,
and seven years later, the same
paintings appeared in a scene
of an Urdu drama. The issue
gained attention on  social
media, prompting the Minister
for Culture of Sindh to take no-
tice and form a two-member
inquiry committee. According
to the details, Saifi Soomro,
known for his meticulous art-
waork, claimed that in 2017, he
exhibited two paintings at
Frere Hall in Karachi. Shortly
after the exhibition, the hall's
administration informed him
that some paintings, including
his, were missing and refused
to return his work. Despite
multiple follow-ups, the ad-
ministration’s responses re-
mained unchanged, leading
Soomro to remain silent for
several  years.  Recently,
Soomro discovered that the
same paintings were featured
in a scene of a popular Pak-
istani drama aired on an Urdu
channel.  Recognizing  his

a
work, Soomro attempted 1o
contact the channel and rele-
vant authorities but found no
satisfactory resolution, prompt-
ing 3 him to raise the issue on so-
cial media. The Minister for
Culture and Tourism of Sindh,
Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah, took
notice of the matter and formed
a two-member committee 1o
investigate. The committee
contacted Scomro to gather in-
formation and is expected to
submit a report by next Friday
Soomro stated that the Fr
Hall administration has since
been in touch with him and has
confirmed that his paintings are
available at the hall and ready
for collection. However, he be-
lieves that fraud and deception
were imvolved smoe his paint-
ings were used in the drama
without his permission, and
any rental fees for their use
were not compensated. Saifi
Soomro also learned that his
paintings might have been
rented out for other TV stories,
which he considers unfair. The
young artist, who sees art as
both hes passion and obsession,
expressed his dismay over the
injustice he faced. He has
called on the intellectuals and
the Sindh Government fo en-
sure that justice is served

Pir Sahab Pagara prays for peace and

prosperity of Palestlne, Paklstan

By AQ Khilji

PIR JO GOTH: Pir Sahab
Pagara extended his heartfelr
congratulations 1 all lovers
of the Holy Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (SAWW) on the

occasion of his birth an- &

niversary, 12 Rabi-ul-Awal
He emphasized the impor-
tance of following the Sun-
nah of the Holy Prophet
(SAWW) to adorn both
worlds. In his spiritual ad-
dress during the Eid Milad-
un-Nabi (SAWW) celebra-
tions at Dargah Sharif Pir Jo
Goth, he prayed for the pro-
tection and safety of Mus-
lims worldwide, especially
those in Palestine who are
enduring hardships. He

urged everyone to continu-
ously pray for Pakistan's de-
velopment, prosperity, and
security. Pir Sahab Pagara
also reflected on the severe
economic challenges faced
by people, noting that while
earlier such concemns were
met with skepticism, the re-
now shows many strug-
gling even for basic necessi-

ties. He advised nurturing

children, especmll\ girls,
with education, as educated
women contribute signifi-
cantly to family well-being
and better child-rearing He
emphasized the importance
of maintaining good con-
duct, compassion, and un-
derstanding, advising
against harshness in dealing
with mistakes made by chil-
dren.

FES Country Director Felix Kolbitz
calls on SALU VC Prof Dr Muhammad
Yousif Khushk

By Naeem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: Felix Kolbitz,

the Country Director Friedrich
Ebert Stiftung (FES) Pakistan
paid avisit of Shah Abdul Latif
University, Khairpur, called on
Mentorious Prof. Dr. Muham-
mad Yousif Khushk, Vice
Chancellor. Dr. Khushk briefed
the visiting guests about the ac-
ademiic, research and develop-
ment of the campus. They also
shared for mutual promotion of
education, cultural exchange
and community engagement
and for the furtherance of
higher education. Mr. Felix vis-
ited the peace comer where, he
was briefed about the con-
ducted peace related activities
including semnars, dialogues,

trainings and webinars. Mr
Felix thcnbluly also visited
student societies center. Dr. Ali
Raza Lashari, incharge student
society center briefed the con-
tribution of various societies,
working at the campus. He said
these societies are producing
postive results for promoting
co-curmicular and healthy envi-
ronment. A dialogue on the
theme “Role of Academic In-
stituions in Democratic Con-
solidation & Social Cohesion
in Sindh™ was held at Audito-
mium Hall of the Student soci-
eties center, where Khadim
Hussain Mirani, Executive Di-
rector BSWA cordially wel-
comed Felix, Dr. Muhammad
Yousuf Khushk Vice chancel-
lot, Abdullah Dayo Program

Advisor FES-Pakistan and the
participants. He also briefed
about the various mile stones
and achievements of BSWA
Mr. Felix Kolbitz said that
the responsibility of the aca-
demic institufions in Pakistan
and especially the Sindh
province to promote the ideol-
ogy of democracy. They may
prepare the curnculum on the
basis of democracy, because
democracy promotes the real
sprit of social cohesion in the
society. He shared the best
practices of social democracy
as well as contribution of aca-
dernic institwtions in Germany.
Prof. Dr. Taj Muhammad
Lashari, Acadermic Advisor
BSWA extended vote of thanks
and concluded the session
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Murad Allocates Rs1.5bn
For Repair Of Karachi's
Rain-Damaged Roads

KARACHI: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah approved Rsl.5 bil-
lion on Wednesday to re-
pair roads in Karachi
damaged by this year's
heavy rains.

During a meeting held
at CM House to assess
the damage, Shah in-
structed the Local Gov-
ernment Department to
investigate the construc-
tion quality of roads built
or repaired after 2022,
which have since deterio-
rated due to rainfall. He

stressed the importance i

of accountability, stating
that substandard work
would not be telerated,
and those responsible
would face consequences.

The meeting included
Planning and Develop-
ment  Minister Nasir
Shah, Lecal Government
Minister Saced Ghani,
Karachi Mayor Murtaza

th ]eadlnl, the
into the poor
ity of recently con-
structed roads.
Wahab reported that
17.861,500 square feet of
roads were damaged
across Karachi during the
2024 monsoon, with Dis-
trict West suffering the
most extensive damage.
A total of 120 roads, fly-
overs, and underpasses

across various districts
require repairs. Shah im-
mediately approved the
necessary funds, urging
quality woerkmanship.

In a separate meeting,
the CM was informed
that floods also damaged
219 roads in Hyderabad
Division and 178 roads in
Sukkur Division. Shah
directed the Water and
Sewerage Department to
assess the damage and
begin repair work. —RT

BMG Seeks Court
Intervention Amid Fears Of
Defeat In KCCI Elections

KARACHI: The Business-
men Group (BMG), which
has held control over the
Karachi Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (KCCI)
for decades. is reportedly
alarmed by the possibility
of losing the upcoming
2024-26 elections. In an
attempt to avoid defeat,
the group has approached
the Sindh High Court,
seeking to halt the elec-
tions through its election
commission and newly ap-
pointed staff, claiming the
regulator has consistently
ruled against their prac-
tices. BMG is trying to
prevent these decisions to
ﬂ\«'m[‘ embarrassment
within the business com-
munity

Meanwhile, Asif Sakhi,
leader of the Businessmen
Alliance (BMA), voiced
concerns about possible
electoral manipulation. He
alleged that BMG, unset-
tled by the threat of losing
power, is resorting o
questionable and illegal
tactics 1o secure victory
Imternal divisions within
BMG  have surfaced,
driven by unethical behav-
ior and authoritarian prac-
tices, further weakening
the group.

Sakhi emphasized that
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a broad coalition, includ-
ing shopkeepers, traders,
importers, and industrial-
ists, is united in opposition
1o BMG The ruling group,
in response, attempted to
discourage participation
by illegally raising the
nomination fee from
Rs13,000 1o Rs100,000, a
move invalidated by the
Director General of Trade

Organizations (DGTO),
who restored the original
fee. He also accused BMG
of  mani ting voter
lists, providing incomplete
and inaccurate data. De-
spite DGTO directives, the
Lroup continues 1o pursue
elections under question-
able conditions, prompti
the BMA to consider leg
challenges. —RT

Haleem Accuses IRSA
Amendment Ordinance Of
Threatening Sindh’s
Agriculture

KARACHI: Haleem Adil
Sheikh, President of Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Sindh, has vehemently de-
nounced the IRSA Amend-
ment Ordinance 2024, call-
ing it a deliberate plot to
render Sindh's agricultural
lands barren

In a recent statement,
Sheikh accused President
Asif Ali Zardari of master-
minding the ordinance,
claiming it was originally
proposed during Dr. Arif
Alvi's tenure, but Alvi had

refused to endorse it

Sheikh also criticized
the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) for allegedly mis-
managing Sindhs  re-
sources, accusing them of
hypocrisy. He stated that
while Zardari endorsed the
ordinance, the PPP later
presented a resolution
against it in the Sindh As-
sembly to mislead the pub-
lic

Sheikh urged the PPP to
demonstrate its commit-
ment to Sindh by partici-

pating in protests against
the ordinance scheduled for
September 19. PTI, along
with its allies, plans to
stage demonstrations
across Sindh to resist any
efforts to exploit the
province's resources. He
further accused the PPP of
a 15-year track record of
exploiting Sindh, from de-
pleting its forests to selling
off Karoonjhar, and now at-
tempting to negotiate away
the  province's  water
rights —RT/Agency

140 Chikungunya Cases
Confirmed Through PCR
Tests: Azra Pechuho

KARACHI: Sindh Health
Minister Azra Pechuho re-
vealed that 140 Chikun-
gunya cases have been con-
firmed this year through
PCR tests, as reported by
the media on Wednesday.

Speaking to the press,
Pechuho also noted im-
provements in the Malaria
situation across Sindh.

The minister highlighted
irregularities in admissions
at Lyari General Nursing
Hospital, where fake domi-
ciles were used. She an-
nounced plans to scrutinize
the fraudulent documents.

Pechuho also addressed
concerns raised about a
milk bank set up in Ko-
rangi, stating that discus-

the governing rules and
regulations. She added that
the federal cabinet holds
the authority to amend
these rules and has written
to the prime minister for
achon

Pechuho further me
tioned that discussions
have been held with the
Council of Islamic Ideol-
ogy regarding the matter,
and changes to legislation
will follow once federal
HOVErnment issues are re-
solved —RT/Agency

KARACHI: Sindh
Local Government
Minister and President
of Pakistan Peoples
Party {(PPP) Karachi
Division, Saeed Ghani,
has attributed his suc-
cess to the sacrifices of
his father. Shaheed
Usman Ghani. Speaking
at a prayer ceremony
marking the 29th an-

martyrdem, Ghani em-
phasized  that  his
achievements are a tes-
tament to the support
provided by the PPP to

niversary of his father's [§

Saeed Ghani Credits His Success To HlS

Martyred Father

the families of its mar-
tyrs.

The anniversary
event, held at Saeed

status is the result of
his father's hard work

Special Assistant to the
Sindh CM Syed Wagar

Mehdi, MNA Agha and the continued sup-
Rafiullah, Asad Alam port of the PPP. Syed

Niazi, and several other
party officials. Quran
Khawani was held, and
prayers were offered
for Shaheed Usman
Ghani.

In  his remarks,
Saeed Ghani reflected
on his father's lifelong
dedication to the PPP
and the care shown to
their family by the late
Benazir Bhutto. He re-
iterated that his current

Wagar Mehdi also paid
tribute to Usman Ghani's
efforts on  behalf of
workers and laborers,
pledging to continue his
legacy. Farhan Ghani,
Chairman of Chanesar
Town, echoed this senti-
ment, stating that the
fruits of Usman Ghani's
sacrifices are evident in
both Saeed Ghani's suc-
cess and his own role as
town chairman.—RT

Ghan residence i
Chanesar Goth, was at-
tended by senior party
members including

World Culture Festival
To Begin In Karachi
On September 26:
Sindh Chief Secretary

KARACHL: Sindh Chief
Secretary Syed Asif Hyder
Shah announced that the
3 5-day World Culture Fes-
tival, fully backed by the
Sindh Government, will
kick off on September 26.
The landmark event, a first
for the country, will fea-
ture over 400 artists from
40 nation cluding Eu
rope, America, Africa, and
Arab countries. The festi-
val will highlight the re-
5]0“ s rich cultural her-
itage through
performances by Sindhi
folk singers and the use of
indigenous musical instru-
ments.

During a high-level
meeting chaired by the
Chief Secretary, discus-
sions focused on security
and logistical arrange-
ments for the festival. At-
tendees included Addi-
tional Chief Secretary
Home Muhammad Tgbal
Memon, Artis Council
President Muhammad
Ahmed Shah, Additional
1.G. Karachi Javed Alam
Odho, and other senior of-
ficials.

Muhammad ~ Ahmed
Shah, President of Ars
Council Karachi, con-
firmed that the festival
will run from September
26 to October 30, show-
casing performances from
across the world, along-
side traditional Sindhi folk
arts

Additional 1.G. Karachi
Javed Alam Odho assured
that a comprehensive secu-
rity plan is in place for the
event,

The Chief Secretary in-
structed stringent security
measures and directed the
Secretary of Universities
te students from
provincial universities. He
also asked KMC to repair
and beautify city roads
ahead of the festival. Shah

Cooperative Societies' Awareness
Campaign Aims To Enhance
Socio-Economic Welfare And Community

Empowerment: Reglstrar Wayjid Sheikh
KARACHI: An aware- i‘s:;ﬁ "@%

ness campaign led by -
A

Registrar of Cooperative
Societies, Wajid Al
Sheikh, was held at Ba-
hadur Yar Jang Club.
Speaking at the event, |
Shul.h emphasized the

significance of coopera-
tive societies, stating that
globally, around 1.5 bil-
lion people are part of
aver 300 million such or-

ganizations. He high- [ - «
lighted the success of co- Cooperat Department partment's broader vision
operative housing hdb |n|1|al\,d this cam- for societal progress.

The event was also
attended by Ms. Saira
Sheikh, Muzamil Hus-
sain Jalbani from the
Sindh High Court, and
focal person  Rabia
Khan. among others,
who addressed the gath-
ering. —RT

eits long-

ives, which
include improving the
socio-economic welfare
of cooperative society
and fostering
community development
The campaign, he added,
is aligned with the de-

societies in neighboring
countries and Australia,
describing them as key
udmpl\.:s of how these
eties contribute to
economic  development
and poverty alleviation.
Sheikh explained that
the Sindh Government

Former Lyari MPA, Others
Charged In Vandalism Case

KARACHI: A former Sindh

Assembly member and sev-
eral students have been
charged in a vandalism case
at Lyari General Hospital, ac-
cording to media reports on
Wednesday.

The case, filed by a hospi-
tal computer operator, names
ex-Jamaat-e-Islami ~ MPA

rFe-—

emphasized the festival's po-
tential to boost international
tourism and cultural ties,
with special arrangements at
Karachi Airport to welcome

Syed Abdul Rasheed among
14 individuals accused. A
spokesperson for Jamaat-e-
Tslami stated that stones were
thrown from Lyari Nursing
College during the incident,
injuring Abdul Rasheed. The
spokesperson claimed that
police failed to follow proper
medical legal procedure

(MLO) for Rasheed's in-
juries. Following the alterca-
tion, students staged a protest
outside Chakiwara Police
Station, demanding the arrest
of those responsible, but no
case was registered against
the perpetrators, according to
the Jamaat-e-Islami
spokesperson.—RT/ Agency

artists and guests. The Sindh
Government, as host, fully
supports the event and aims
to ensure smooth coordina- 1
tion berween all depart- 1
ments.—RT

KARACHL: Significant fi-
nancial egularities,
amounting 1o over Rs1 bil-
lion, have been uncovered
in the People’s Primary
Health Initiative (PPHI)
Sindh, according o a re-
port by the auditor general

The report highlights an
unauthorized loan  of
Rsl.18 hillion taken from
Sindh Bank, as well as
aver Rsl billion worth of
substandard and expired
medicines stocked by the
health initiative

Further irregularities in-

Over Rslbn In :
Financial Irregularities |
Discovered In PPHI |
Sindh :

REGISNAL TIMES:
—— T T —

THIE

| HEARTLAND

clude more than Rs9
million spent improperly
on lab equipment procure-
ment and Rs480 mil
misused during flood relief

efforts intended for food 1
aid. Additionally, Rs78]
million was paid to vari-

New office-bearers of JUI-F
Shlkarpur elected

ous companies for the|
purchase of low-quality |
medicines, while Rs24.2 ) SHIKARPUR: In the intra-
allocated  for | party elections of JUI-F Dis-
vil works at the Rural|mct Shikarpur, the newly
Health Center in Bhan | elected Ameer, Maulana Ab-
Saeedabad, Jamshoro, ~dullah Mahar, and General
was also flagged in the = Secretary, Maulana Muham-
report. —RT/Agency mad Tavah Mekho, have re-
organized the district cabinet

SHC Halts NADRA From
Charging Fees For
lnherltance

Vfor the next five years
1 through mutual consultation
I The newly appointed district
lofficials include Patrons

Maulana Syed Siraj Ahmed
Shah Amroti, Maulana Ab-
dullah Pahore, Maulana Ali
Muhammad Sehendro,
Maulana Abdul Shakoor
Shaikh, Maulana Rahim Bux
Soomro, Naib  Ameers
Maulana Abdul Bari Shaikh,
Maulana Sanaullah Bhutto,
Mufti Ghulam Qadir Brohi,
Qari Muhammad Muneeb
Soomro, Deputy Secretaries
Maulana Taj Muhammad
Mahar, Syed Tahir Mah-

mood Shah Amroti, Maulana
Abdul Waheed Kehar, Mufti
Abdul Razzaq Brohi, Press
Secretary  Hafiz  Rafig
Ahmed Shar, Treasurer
Rafiq Ahmed Dayo, Salar
Allah Dino Soomro, Assis-
tant Salar Hafiz Saeed
Ahmed Mahar and Media
Coordinator Muneeb Brohi,
This new leadership is set to
guide the district’s activities
and initiatives for the up-
coming term

Certlﬁcates

KARACH[ The Sindh High
Court (SHC) has suspended
the National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA) from collecting
fees for the issuance of in-
heritance certificates. This
decision came during a hear-
ing on a petition challenging
NADRAs fee policy, where
the court requested input
from the deputy attomey
wgeneral and assistant advo-
cate general. The petitioner's
lawyer argued that NADRA
continues to charge fees
even when applications for
inheritance certificates are
rejected, w violates its
own regulations that only
allow fees to be charged for

services rendered.  The

AKF holds seminar on My

orphans in Hyderabad

lawyer Iurlhur contended
that the current fee of
Rs22,000 for inheritan
certificates is exce:

By GM Chandio

VHYDERABAD: Al-Khidmat
Foundation organized a sem-
ar titled "My Prophet, My
tial for distributing pTUert} 1 Ideal” and conducted annual
according to Islamic law. I medical checkups for Shin-

The SHC ordered NADRA Jing Stars {orphaned chil-

to stop charging fees for i dren). The serminar, under the
heritance certificates and | Al-Khidmat Foundation's Or-
letters of administration, | phan Care Program in Hyder-
though it allowed fees for | abad, aimed to provide moral
routine services like ID 1 and spiritual education to
Laldb and family registration stered Shining Stars by
tificates (FRC) to con-
tinue. The court also ques-

=

and teachings of the Holy

tioned whether NADRA | Prophet Hazrat Muhammad {SAWW) life and t.nc,uurag- acter. Thu children actively

can impose fees based on I (SAWW). Scholar Dr. Ha-
property ownership and
whether the stat
to collect fe
services —RT/Agency

for such D dren, discussing various as-
1 pects of the Holy Prophet’s

roon participated as a guest s
s entitled D and engaged with the chil-

teaching them about the life B

ing them to adopt qual

i Prophet, My Ideal for

participated in the seminar
portant les-

the importance of these Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
wvirtues in shaping their char- (PBUH)
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King Charles Invites Shehbaz For
Commonwealth Meeting In October

ISLAMABAD: King Charles
Il of the United Kingdom on
Wednesday telephoned Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
formally invited him to at-
tend the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Mezt-
ing (CHOGM) in Samoa in
October.

Accepting the invitation,
the prime minister said that
the "CHOGM in Samoa
would be a significant ma-
ment in the Commonwealth's
history”.

According to a PM Office
press release, it would be the
first summit to be chaired by
King Charles 111 since be-
coming head of the Com-
monwealth and his corona-

0.

PM Shehbaz reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to the
Commonwealth and the val-
ues enshrined in the Com-

monwealth Charter

He said that the
"CHOGM in Samoa would
provide a forum to discuss
opportunities for enhancing
intra-Commonwealth cooper-
ation on important issues,
such as fostering sustainable
development, strengthening
democratic institutions, and
empuv\e[mg r Commonwealth
youth".

Noting the king's long-
standing interest in env
mental issues and various ini
tiatives for climate
sustainability, PM Shehbaz
said that he particularly
looked forward to engaging
with Commonwealth leaders
on climate change, as Pak-
istan was highly vulnerable
10 its impacts.

The pr minister also

inquired about the king's
health and conveyed his best
wishes for Kate Middleton,
the Princess of Wales, who
had completed her treatment.

The British royals have
had a strong relationship with
Pakistan and have visited the
Country on NUMErous occa-
sions including visits from
the late queen Elizabeth 11
and the late princess Diana of
Wales.

Recalling the fond memo-
ries of Charles' last visit to
Pakistan, when he was the
prince of Wales, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz hoped that the
king and the queen would
wisit Pakistan soon.

The then prince of Wales
and duchess of Comwall
{now Queen Camilla) visited
the country in 2006 from Oc-
tober 29 to November 3 and
toured parts of Pakistan.

“For my wife and L, it re-
ally is the greatest possible
joy to be here with you in
Pakistan,” said the then
prince during an event on his
visit in 2006 “It has taken
me very nearly 58 years to
reach you and it’s not from
want of trying, I can tell
you"

Years later, it was PM
Shehbaz who had to visit the
UK upon the death of queen
Elizabeth 11 in 2022 who
reigned the kingdom for 70
years and 214 days.

During the funeral, the
PM met the new British sov-
ereign, King Charles Il and
extended his condolences
over the passing of the late
monarch and said that she
was a source of inspiration
and strength for generations
of Commonwealth citi-
zens.—RT/Agency

US Reaffirms 'Longstanding Policy'
Of Withholding Support For
Pakistan's Ballistic Missile Program

WASHINGTON: The United
States has reiterated its
"longstanding policy” deny-
ing support to Pakistan’s bal-
listic missile programme,
saying it will continwe 10 use
sanctions and other tools o
ensure its own national secu-
rity and protect its financial
system from being used by
"proliferators".

In a press briefing, ad-
dressing a query regarding
the recent sanctions conslcl—
ered "biased and politically
motivated™ by Islamabad —
as per the journalisi, State
Department  Spokesperson
Matthew Miller said that
while Pakistan has been a
long-term partner of the US,
there are disagresments

"... and when we have
disagrezments, we won't hes-
itate 10 act on those to protect
America’s interests,” he said,
emphasising on the country's
policy to deny support o
Pakistan’s  missile  pro-
gramme.

"... we will continue to
use our sanctions and other —
our other tools to ensure our
national security cannot be —
cannot be impacted, and thar
the US financial system can-
not be used by proliferators,”
said Miller.

The statement comes
days after the US imposed
sanctions. Washington had
similarly targeted  three
China-based companies with

sanctions in Cxctober 2023 for
supplying missile-applicable
items to Pakistan

The Beijing Research In-
stitute of Automation for Ma-
chine Building Industry, ac-
cording to Miller's statement
last week, had worked with
Pakistan to procure equip-
ment for testing rocket mo-
tors for the Shaheen-3 and
Ababeel systems and poten-
tially for larger systems.

The sanctions also tar-
geted China-based firms
Hubei Huachangda Intelli-
gent Equipment Co, Univer-
sal Enterprise, and Xi'an
Longde Technology Devel-
opment Co, alongside Pak-
istan-based Innovative
Equipment and a Chinese na-
tional, for knowingly trans-
ferring equipment under mis-
sile rechnology restrictions,
said Miller.

In the briefing, the
spokesperson also addressed
a question pertaining 1o the

"real reasons and concerns”
that triggered the sanctions
imposed on a Chinese re-
search institute and several
companies involved in sup-
plylng Pakistan’s ballistic
& programime.

"So the United States is
committed to strengthening
the international nonprolifer-
1 regime by aking action
against networks supporting
activities of proliferation
concern,” said the spokesper-
son. He added that the execu-
tive order action that was
taken last week follows
Washington October 2023
and April 2024 designation
of six Chinese entities and
one Belarusian entity that
have worked to supply Pak-
istan's missile programme as
well as the listing of nu-
merous Pakistani  and
third-country entities on
the Department of Com-
merce Entity List for
decades —RT/Agency

g

Pakistan Denounces IIOJK
Elections, Calls For Modi's
Accountability Over
Human Rights Vlolatlons

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif  Ali Zardari  on
Wednesday categorically
rejected the elections for
the legislative assembly of
Indian Megally Occupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
(IOJK), asserting that
these polls were no substi-
tute for the Kashmiri peo-
ple's right to self-determi-
nation

Provincial elections are
being held in the occupied
territory for the first time
in a decade.

The occupied Muslim-
majority region enjoyed a
special status of partial au-
tonomy until 2019 which
was then revoked by the
far-right Narendra Modi-
led Bharativa Janata
Party's government.

IOJK's special semi-
AUtONOmMous status — con-
stitutionally  enshrined
power to control its affairs
— had meant that only
those who descended from
residents of the territory in
1934 could vote and own
property.

The polls are being held
after the Indian Supreme
Court, last year, upheld the
government's decision and
set a deadline of Septem-
ber 30 this year for local
polls

President Zardari, talk-
ing to a delegation of mi-
grants from HHOJK — re-
siding in Pakistan since
1980 led by Uzair
Ahmed Ghazali at Aiwan-

e-Sadr, emphasised that
such elections were unac-
ceptable to the people of
Kashmir and called upon
the international commu-
nity to hold the Modi gov-
ernment accountable for
ongoing human rights vio-
lations in HOJK He further
urged the need to take con-
crete steps toward conduct-
ing a plebiscite in line with
relevant United Nations
Security Council Resolu-
tions. Welcoming the dele-
gation, the president con-
demned the legislative
assembly elections in
IOJK, terming them as
part of India’s broader
strategy to consolidate its
illezal occupation of the
region.He highlighted that
such measures could nei-
ther legitimise India’s oe-
cupation nor suppress the
freedom struggle of the
Kashmin people.

The president stated
that India was trying to
alter the demographic
structure of [IOJK by turn-

ing lhe Kﬂshnun Muslims

into a minority and trans- ||

forming them into a disem-
powered community in
their own land.

"Pakistan greatly valued
the sacrifices made by the
Kashmiri people for their
rights and would continue
to stand in solidarity with
them,” he said. reiterating
the country's commitment
to provide moral, political
and diplomatic support to
the Kashmiri people till the
calisation of their right to
s¢ The del-

Russian Deputy
PM Alexei
Overchuk Arrives
In Pakistan

ISLAMABAD:  Russias
Deputy  Prime  Minister
Alexei Owerchuk reached
Pakistan today, a day after
the Foreign Office an-
nounced of his two-day offi-
cial visit from September 18
till 19.In a statement today,
the FO said that the Russian
dignitary was welcomed by
Pakistan's Ambassador in
Maoscow Muhammad Khalid
Jamali and Additional For-
eign  Secretary  (Europe)
Shafgat Ali Khan at the Ts-
lamabad Airport Deputy PM
Overchuk, the FO added,
will hold extensive talks with
President Asif Ali Zardari,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his counterpan
Ishaq Dar during his time in
the federal capital His visit
comes after last The News
reported that Islamabad and
Moscow were considering
Liquefied Natural Gas
(LNG) transactions in fu-
ture. Russia, the publication
said citing a senior official at
the Ministry of Energy, had
communicated that its LNG

export terminals would get
ready in 2026 for gas trade
with Pakistan in light of the
fact that the price re-opening
clause with Qatar under two
long-term agreements under
governmeni-lo-govemnment
arrangements would be in-
voked in 2026, Furthermore,
an official mformed the sub-
committee that a Russian
delegation was due o visit
the country to discuss the es-
tablishment of a state-of-the-
art steel mill on the existing
site of the Pakistan Steel
Mills (PSM) Speaking exclu-
sively to media on his visit,
the deputy PM expressed
Moscow's readiness to share
knowledge with Islamabad in
various sectors to assist the
larer Stressing on increasing
socio-cultural ties berween
the two countries, Overchuk
said that he hopes construc-
tive collaboration to continue
with Pakistan under Russia's
presidency of the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
(SCO) Council of Heads of
State —RT/Agency

ADB Pledges $2 Billion

Annually To

ISLAMAE\AD The Asian
Development Bank {ADB)
has announced that it will
provide $2 billion in annual
assistance to Pakistan over
the next three years to sup-
port infrastructure develop-
ment and climate- ient
initiatives.

In 2022, massive floods
mg;uod by climate change

~deter
egation apprised the presi-
dent about the atrocities
being committed by the
Modi regime in the dis-
puted termitory. It was high-

lighted that the entire
Kashmiri leadership had
been imprisoned to sup-
press the wvoice of the
Kashmiri people. The dele-
gation also apprised the
president about the issues
of the refugees in Azad
Jammu  and  Kashmir
(AJK)}—RT/Agency

stated several parts of
Pakistan, killing 1,700 peo-
ple, washing away swathes
of agneultural land, affecting
33 million people, and incur-
ring losses worth 530 billion,
according to govemnment es-
timates
A report by the Policy and
Strategy Committee (PSC)
and the Oversight Board on
Post-Flood Reconstruction
Activities showed last week
that the country had only re-
ceived $10.9bn from interna-

tional development partners

Climate Resilience Over
The Next Three Years

Pakistan For

out of the total loss

Dar Describes Russia As A Key
Player In Regional Cooperation

ISLAMABAD:  Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar said Pak-
istan viewed Russia as an im-
portant player in the West,

South and Central Asia, and

strengthening mutually bene-
ficial cooperation with Rus-
sia remains an important pri-
ority for Pakistan's foreign
policy.

Addressing a press con- 3

ference, he said discussions
with Russian counterpart
Alexei Overchuk were fo-
cused on outlining further
potential for expansion of
economic relations between
the two countries

He said Pakistan-Russia
bilateral trade touched the
mark of one billion dollar last
year, and expansion of trade
ties by working out logistic
and other related issues is a
priority for both the coun-
tries.

The deputy prime m
ter said energy cooperation
with Russia holds potential,
and we aim to explore this
avenue further. He said Pak-
istan is also cager to develop
wnnuuuty projects, includ-
ing rail and road networks
between two countries and
beyond.

He said Tslamabad aimed
0 continue cooperation with
Moscow on realizing the

"
common goal of peace and
stability in Afghanistan.

Noting Russia's histori-
cally strong relations with
Muslim world, OIC and its
position on Palestine conflict,
Ishag Dar said Pak
greatly appreciated Ru:
stance that freedom of speech
must not be an instrument to
disrespect a revered person-
ality or religion and not to
hurt sentiments of Muslim
Ummah.

He hoped to continue
high-level contacts and reit-
crated Pakistan's commit-
ment  to deepen  and
strengthen  relations  with
Russia.

On his part. the Russian
Deputy Prime Minister said
he discussed prospects for
collaboration between Pak-
istan and Eurasian Economic
Union which consists of Ar-

s
menia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Caucasia and Russia. He
said, “We have discussed op-
portunities for implementing
free trade agreement between
Pakistan and these five coun-
tries and we look forward to
further discussing and final-
izing the agreement.”

he Russian deputy
prime minister said inter-
governmental commission

Russia will provide an oppor-
tunity to further trade and
economic relations between
the two countries

Alexei Overchuk said,
“Our goals and visions for
development and economic
ties within the SCO are very
much aligned including con-
nectivity, addressing the cli-
mate agenda, food security,
energy transition and enerzy
security” —RT/Agency

Law Minister Seeks Legal Community’s
Input On Adjusting Judges' Retirement
AgeIn Constltutmnal Package

ISLAMABAD: Addressing a
crucial session of the coun-
try's legal fratemity to dis-
Ccuss conlentious constii-
tional amendments proposed
by the coalition government,
Federal Law Minister Azam
Nazeer Tarar on Wednesday
sought  recommendations
from lawyers to decide on the
retirement age of judges
whether it should be 63 or 68
years

The federal minister was
addres: the lawyers fol-
lowing in-camera session of
the Pakistan Bar Council
(PBC) and the Supreme
Court  Bar  Association
(SCBA) to brief and review

ional

Shaukat,
man Farooq H Naek, Law

Minister Tarar, and senior
lawyers.
"The constitutional

amendments’ package, which
is circulating everywhere, is

the proposed
changes that have become a
challenge for the coalition
government 1o pass them in
parliament as it lacked two-

thirds majority.

The amendments al-
legedly include legislation 1o
extend the tenure of Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJF)
Qazi Faez Isa — who is retir-
ing in October this year — as
well as the retirement age of
the judges

Today's event was at-
tended by office-bearers of
the lawyers' bodies, including
SCBA President Shahzad

justadraft

of recommendations,
Tarar while addressing the
event, "[...] it cannot be
called a government bill un-
lessi it is approved by the cab-
ing

"There should be a consti-
tutional court in which we
see the glimpse of the federa-
tion," he further said

He detailed that a consti-
tutional amendmem is pre-
seated in p after its

a—
PBC Vice Chair-

He clarified that the Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) was not solely rul-
ing the country as "we are
part of a coalition govern-
ment”

Tarar said that the "consti-
ttional package™ was part of
the "Charter of Democracy”™
signed by the ruling PML-N
and its major ally, the Pak-
istan Peoples Party (PPP) in
2006 which also recom-
mended bringing judicial re-
forms.

He detailed that discus-
sions were held with the
PPP from January to March
over the judiciary-centric
reforms  via introducing

iturional e

approval f‘lnm the cabinet
and it needs approval from a
two-thirds majority of parlia-
ment

as per the ally party's push
1o "complete the agenda of
the Charter of Democ-
racy” /Agency

PTI Ties Constitutional
Amendment Talks To
Imran's Release

ISLAMABAD" Senior Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTT)
leader Ali Muhammad Khan

|| has urged the government to

release the party's founder.
Imran Khan, from Adiala Jail
before engaging in talks on
constitutional amendments
Speaking to the media in
Islamabad on Wednesday, Ali
Muhammad outlined PTI's
stance, stating, "First, release
Imran Khan from prison,
then we can dlscuss cansmu
tional He

for post-flood reconstruction
work, leaving a $19.1bn
shortfall that has halted the
rehabilitation of flood-af-

provinces.
According o a statement
from the President’s House,
the announcement was made
during a meeting between
President Ali Zardari
and ADB’s head Masatsugu
Asakawa m Islamabad on
Tuesday.

“[The President of the
Asian Development Bank]
said that the ADB would
provide $2 billion in an-
nual assistance to Pakistan
over the next three years,
and reaffirmed the bank’s
commitment to supporting
infrastructure  develop-
ment and climate-resilient
mitiatives,” the statement

said —RT/ Agency

added that any approval of
amendments must be accom-
panied by the restoration of
the public mandate.

The PTI leader ques-
tioned the legitimacy of the
process, asking, "How can a
cons nal amendment be
passed by an incomplete par-
liament? He also raised con-
cems about the role of the
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
in the process, criticising PPP
leader  Bilawal  Bhutto-
Zardari. "It's unfortunate that
the grandson is undermining
the very Constitution his
grandfather created.” he re-
marked.

Hamid Khan, who was
present during the conversa-
tion, reinforced PTT's posi-
fion on the judiciary, stating,
"We only recognise the
Supreme Court. Justice Man-
soor Ali Shah is the rightful

chief justice, and no one else
15 a&.cc.plablu " He added,

Ve will not let institutions
be mocked."

Meanwhile, PTT's
founder, Imran Khan, has
made serious  allegations,
claming that the government
is pushing constitutional
amendments to extend the
terms of key officials, includ-
ing Chief Ju » Qazi Faez
Isa, the Chief Justice of Is-
lamabad High Court, and the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner.

From Adiala Jail, Imran
alleged, "The government,
having lost previous politi
battles, i1s now changing the
Constitution to safeguard
rigged elections and extend

the terms of three umpires
He further warned that if

Chief Justice Isa is removed,

in the C]LCIIUI'Is would be ini-
twtcd "They are Trymg to

adding that aver I4D |Lgd|
cases had been filed against
him before the May 9 events,
and efforts to remove him in-
tensified afterward.

Khan expressed concern
over the delay in investigat-
ing the May 9 incidents,
claiming that if the new chief
Justice takes of . the truth

behind  the events  will
emerge.
He also criticised the gov-

emment for undermining Pak-
istan’s judicial and electoral
processes, citing the delay in
tribunal decisions on the Feb-
ruary § election.—RT/Agency
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