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Government Announces Rs10 Per
Litre Reduction In Petrol Prices

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has reduced the prices
of petroleum products, pro-
viding some relief to con-
sumers across the country,
media reported on Sunday.

As per the sources, the
price of petrol has been cut
by Rs 1 per litre, while
diesel has seen a reduction of
Rs 13.6 per litre.

In addition, the price of
light diesel has been lowered
by Rs 12 per litre, and
kerosene prices have been re-
duced by Rs 11 to Rs 15 per
litre.

These reductions come
after Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s approval of the re-
vised prices. according to
sources. The new rates are
expected 0 provide some
respite to the public amid ris-
ing inflation

The government cut the
petroleum price as interna-
tional oil prices have signifi-
cantly dropped by 8§.5%,

plummeting from USD 79.39

per barrel on August 30, try

2024, to USD 72.67 per bar-
rel. This development marks
a notable shift in the global
energy markets.

This decline in petrol
prices is largely attributed to
the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries
{OPEC) revising its global
il demand forecast, leading
to reduced demand and sub-
sequent price drops, said
Tahir Abbas Head of Re-
search AHL

g8

As an oil-importing coun-

. Pakistan benefits from
this decline, with local fuel
prices adjusted fortnightly.
Orver the last three adjust-
ments, petrol and  diesel
prices have dropped by FKR
16.50 per litre and PKR
20,88 per litre, respectively.
he said A fourth consecut
decline in petrol prices is
expected today. with petrol
and diesel prices projected
to decline by PKR 13.12
per litre and PKR 14.39 per
litre —RT/Agency

Ambassador Rizwan Emphasizes
Strengthening US Trade Relations
For Pakistan's Economlc Growth

HOUSTON: Ambassador 1o
the United States, Rizwan
Saeed Sheikh, has stated that
boosting exports to the US,
the country’s largest trading
partner, could significantly
contribute to putting Pak-
istan’s economy on a path to
sustainable growth

Rizwan said this in a
meeting with Kar -Hous-

ton Sister City Association |§

(HKSCA) President Muham-
mad Saeed Sheikh, m Wash-
ington DC.

In his discussion with
Saeed, who is a prominent
business leader and recog-
nised volunteer in Houston,
the ambassador highlighted
the essential role of Pak-
istani-American organisa-
tions in fostering trade and
investment opportunities be-
tween the two countries.

Rizwan emphasised that
the Pakistani- American com-
is not only fortifying
the ties between Islamabad
and Washington bur also
making significant contribu-
tions to Pakistan's develop-
ment, particularly in the face
of recent challenges

He underscored  that
strengthening trade ties could

be crucial in addressing Pak-
istan's current SCoNOMIc is-
sues and assured Saeed of his
full support in this endeav-
our.

Meanwhile, Saeed, who
has been actively engaged in
trade and humanitarian activ-
ities for over 40 years, up-
dated the ambassador on var-
ious successful trade-relared
initiatives. He also presented
detailed reports on develop-
ment projects he has led, in-
cluding the 2022 Pakistan
Flood Relief efforts, which
raised $2 million in humani-
tarian aid for flood victims

65,000 flood victims through
the delivery of medical sup-
plies and equipment
Furthermore, the HKSCA
president briefed Rizwan on
ongoing projects, such as the
establishment of RO water
filtration plants, the planting
of over 10,000 trees across
Pakistan, and the launch of a
student scholarship program
Ambassador  Rizwan
praised Saeed's commitment
10 trade and humanitarian ef-
forts, recognising the signifi-
cant impact of his

Constitutional Reforms Stalled As Fazl
Rejects Proposed Judges Extension And
Retirement Age Increase

ISLAMABAD Tamiat
Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (IUI-F)
chief, Maulana Fazlur

Rehman, has refused to sup-
port the government's pro-
posal to extend judges’ tenure
or increase their retirement
age, leaving the government-
proposed constitutional
amendment package hanging
in the balance.

This development has
created a major hurdle for the
ruling coalition, which has
been scrambling to secure
enough support to push the
amendments aimed at mak-
ing m.uur changes to Pak-
istan’s judicial and parlia-
mentary systems through
parliament.

According o sources,
while opposition parties, in-
cluding the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), along with
some government allies, have
wiven conditional backing for
the formation of a constitu-
tional court. they remain di-
vided on the issue of judges’
extension

The development came
afler a meeting of special par-
liamentary committee, held
to discuss the package, ended
without a consensus, despite
several rounds of consulta-
lions,

After the meeting, the ses-
sion of the National Assem-
bly (NA), initially slated for
11am today (Sunday), finally
ot underway late at night
after multiple delays in the
wiake of consultations be-
tween the government and
opposition

The NA session was ad-
journed till 12:30pm tomor-
row (Monday) shortly after it
commenced. Similarly. meet-
ing of the Senate, which was
slated to take place earlier in
the day. was also deferred tll
12:30pm tomaormow.

Meanwhile, the federal
cabinet meeting — sum-
maoned for the approval of the
draft amendment — was also
put off until tomorow

The federal capital bus-
tled on a Sunday as the gov-
ernment made efforts to in-

L™
‘constitutional
package' that reportedly gives
it greater control over judicial

troduce  a

procedures, with  several
meetings between the mem-
bers of ruling and opposition
parties continuing throughout
the day.

JUI-F's Fazl took centre
stage in the cutthroat race for
parliamentary support, with
the ruling coalition, pushing
1o pass the bill, and the oppo-
sition, aiming to block it
vying for the clenic’s decisive
backing in the parliament.
ahead of the expected legisla-
tion

“We haven't received the
draft amendment bill yet [..]
How can we vote before
analysing it?” JUI-F General
Secretary Maulana Abdul
Ghafoor Haideni said speak-
g to journalists outside

Fazl's residence.

In pursuit of achieving the
magic number, required to
pass @ ct ional amen

fidence on constitutional
amendment." he said, adding
that the party would consider
that it deems to

ment the government delega-
tion led by Deputy Prime
Minister Mohammad Ishagq
Dar visited the Fazl's resi-
dence, where two sides held
detailed discussions on con-
stitutional and legal matters

Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Azam Nazeer Tarar and
Interior Minister  Mohsin
quw were also present dur-
ing the meeting.

Supanmly Faz] also held
meetings with PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, who
was flanked by Karachi
Mayor Murtaza Wahab, and
Aijaz Jakhrani.

The JUI-F chief also met
PTI leaders Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar Khan, Senator Shi-
bli Faraz, Opposition Leader
Omar Ayub, and former Na-
tional -‘\b‘-t.mb') speaker
Asad Oa

bpeaknu., on Fazl's high-
stakes interactions, JUI-F's
Kamran  Murtaza  said
"There have been some sug-
gestions from the govern-
ment which will be discussed
with the party leaders.”

“All parties including the
PTI should be taken into con-

be good

After a slew of meetings
with theruling coalition and
apposition, Maulana Fazl ar-
nived at the Parliament House
to attend the special parlia-

committee meeting,

"Stay tuned," the veteran
politician responded to a
Jjournalist's question in the
parliament corridor.

The prospects of the said
constitutional package came
amid speculations revolving
around extension in  the
tenure of Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Facz Isa
— whao is set 1o retire in Og-
tober this year — after the
Pakistan  Tehreek-¢-Insaf
(PTI) sought an early is-
suance of notification regard-
ing the next top judge last
month. As per a report pub-
lished in media, a consensus
on increasing the retirement
5 age of superior court judges
has not yet been formalised,
with the Pakistan Tehregk-e-
Insaf (PTI) vowing to launch
a countrywide protest if the
age limit of Supreme Court
and high court judges is re-
vised —RT/Agency

Mengal Calls For Release Of Missing Persons
In Exchange For Bill Support

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan
National  Party  Mengal
(BNP-M) chief Sardar
Akhtar Jan Mengal has de-
manded the release of miss-
ing persons in retum of sup-
porting the ruling coalition
in passing the constitutional
amendment bill

Mengal got much impor-
tance in the current political
landscape as the ruling
coalition is desperate 10 pass
the constitutional amend-
ment bill at any cost.

He was approached by
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and former Senate

The sources said that the
Baloch veteran has refused
o vore till the recovery of
missing persons

The ruling coalition is

houses of the parliament 1o
pass the legislation and
BNP-M has two votes in the
Senate.

The sources said that

chairman Sadiq Sanjrani on struggling to meet the re- Mengal has sought the draft

Sunday

quired numbers in both

of proposed legislation from

Sadiq Sanjrani

They added that the
BNP-M chief has demanded
the release of 2,000 missing
persons in return of his two

votes in the upper house of

parliament

Earlier,
had announced his resigna-
tion from the National As-
sembly

Mengal criticised the
current political system
stating that it would be bet-
ter 1o open a small business
rather than to continue a role
where the assembly does not
listen 10 their voice.

Mengal was elected a
member of the National As-

BNP-M chief

sembly from NA-236 Khue-
dar.

The government has
summoned an important
session of the Senate and
National Assembly on Sun-
day to table the constitu-
tional amendment bill

A six-point agenda for
the National Assembly has
also been issued. The con-
stitutional amendment bill
related to the judiciary in-
cludes a propesal to in-
crease the age of superan-
nuation of Supreme Court
Jjudges to 68 years from 635
5, and that of high
court judges from 62 years
1o 635 years —RT/Agency

This initiative, in collabora-
tion with 40 organisations
like Helping Hand and the
Alliance for Disaster Relief,
provided relief w over

Cabinet

Division

To Assess Value
Of Toshakhana
Gifts

i
to estimate the value ot
aifts the
Toshakhana, media re-
ported.

As per details, the divi-
sion has invited bids from
private appraisers by Sep-
tember 30 to evaluate the
value of various cate-

] carp
and other items. Thc. aim is
to determine the actual
value of these gifts, and
the sel
will be tasl
ing their value. The Cabi-
net Division will enter
into an agreement with the
successful bidders, who
will be paid a fee for their
services, Toshakhana is de-

s Pakistani

partment or repository
under the Government of
Pakistan’s Cabinet Divi
sion that is responsible for
maintaining and managing
gifts received by govern-
ment officials, particularly
the President and Prime
Minister, from foreign
dignitaries  or  other
sources. The Toshakhana
department was estab-

s, lished in 1974, and its pri-

mary purpose is to pre-
serve and showcase the
valuable zifts received by
leaders as a
symbaol of national pride
and friendship.

The gifts can range

Wisit our website for more information

EXCISE; TAXATION! ANDJNARCOTICS; CONTROL DERARTMENT: GOVERNMENTYOF/SINDH|

SINDH EXCISE DEPARTMENT TAKES ANDTHER STEP TOWARDS DIGITIZATION

BIOMETRIC VERIFICATION NOW MANIIA'I'I]IIY

FOR THE REGISTRATION OF ALL NEW & OLD VEHICLES

The Excise, Taxation, and Narcotics Control Department, Sindh, has initiated the following:

DESCRIPTION

from jewelry. decorative
items, and artwork to ve-
hicles and other valuable
artifacts —RT/Agency

INF/KRY/2939/2024

www.excise.gos.pk

ﬁ’ﬁ'ffﬁ-ms'i"q ﬂ
021-111-ESINDH

farmation, call

For tax-rekstwd compinints, smaiat

taxporta.l@exmsego&pk

First | Naw Registration: Biometric has already been started this year
Eecond of Biometric will start for Buyers Only
| Third | Transfer of for Buyer & Seller (Both)
llers are r

ik, small at

|nfo@e!cise gos.pk

| 1 July 2024
| T November 2024 |
| 1* January 2025

d to carry out biometric verification at the sale of vehicle.

Excise, Taxation, snd
MNarcatics Contral Deparimart,
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MPA Rashid Khan Visits
APCA Protest, Pledges
Action On Eqrced Transfers

By GM Chandio 74
HYDERABAD

Haakro Welfare Association
Advocates For Promotion Of

Livelihood Skills In Schools,
Gains Support From

Villagers Protest
Against ATC Case,
Block National

Rashid

Khan, Member of the Sindh §

Provincial Assembly, visited
the protest camp set up by the
All Pakistan Clerks Associa-
tion (APCA) at the Direc-
torate of Schools Education,
Hyderabad. The protest was
organized in response to the
forced transfers of Superin-
tendents from the Sindh Ed-
ucation Department.
APCA's  central and
provincial leaders. including
Asadullah Durrani, Ashraf
Khan Bozai, Syed Munoor
Ali Shah, Imam Bakhsh
Memon, Ageel Qureshi, and
other officials, warmly re-
ceived Mr. Khan. Durning his
visit, they briefed him on the

Highway In Thatta

injustices faced by the de-
partment’s lower staff.

Rashid Khan attentively
listened to the grievances and
assured APCA members that
he would raise the issue with
the Sindh Education Minis-
ter. He promised an immedi-
ate meeting with the Minister
to resolve the problems on a

pricrity basis.

Following Mr. Khan's as-
surance, APCA Sindh de-
cided to temporarily suspend
their protest in respect of
Sindh's cultural values. How-
ever, they wamed that if their
demands were not met, they
would resume the protest
with increased vigor.

Mushaira And 272nd Urs Of
Hazrat Makhdoom
Muhammad Ismail (RA) Held
At Khairpur Gymkhana Club

By Naeem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The 272nd Urs
celebration  of  Hazrat
Makhdoom Muhammad Is-
mail (RA) was marked by a
grand Mushaira (poetry gath-
ering) at the Gymkhana Club
Khairpur. The event com-
menced with a soulful recita-
tion of the Holy Quran by
Hafiz Oari Ameer Ali, setting
a spiritual tone for the pro-
ceedings. Faqir Allah Bakhsh
and his companions warmly
welcomed the guests, schol-
ars, and poets with heartfelt
eulogies honoring Hazrat
Makhdoom Muhammad Ts-
mail (RA})

Poet and scholar Kausar
Brohi presided over the
event, while notable special
guests included Makhdoom
Munir Al Hashmi, Pir
Taugeer Jan Sarhindi from
Kiran Sharif, Pir Farhan Ali
Sarhindi from Shikarpur, Pir
Syed Kashif Ali Shah Jilani
from Ranipur, Director of
Radio Pakistan Khairpur
Syed Akbar Shah, and former
Dean of Shah Abdul Latif
University Dr. Taj Muham-
mad Lashari.

Makhdoom Nadeem
Ahmed Hashmi, Chairman of
the Makhdoom Abdul Rah-
man Shaheed Trust, gra-
ciously presented Sindh's tra-
ditional Ajrak as a token of
appreciation to distinguished
guests such as Ali Hassan
Sarki and Ahmad Ali
Musafiri. The gathering was

graced by the participation of i

several renowned poets, in-
cluding Mir Soobdar Saeed,
Deedar Masoom, Wafa Ha-
keem Wasan, and Ali Hassan
Sarki. who shared their cap-
tivating poetic compositions.
Sajjad Mirani also enthralled
the audience with a heartfelt
recitation of a Naat.

The event concluded on a
spiritual note, with Pir Sy
Kashif Ali Shah Jilani lead-

@
e

a prayer for the well-
being of all Muslims
Makhdoom Nadeem Ahmed
Hashmi then presented
awards and shields to the
poets and writers in recogni-
tion of their contributions. A
large number of anendees
from across the region came
together to commemorate the
Urs and enjoy an evening
filled with poetry and devo-
tion.

HerSpace Hosts Pioneering
Workshop On Climate

Anxiety In Hyderabad

By GM Chandio

HYDERABAD: HerSpace, a
vouth-led grassroots network
dedicated to gender and cli-
mate justice, successfully
hosted its inaugural "Clay
Conversations: A One-Day
Warkshop for Climate Ani-
ety at Artghar in Hyderabad

This groundbreaking event |

marked the first workshop in
Hyderabad specifically
aimed at addressing climate
anxiety, drawing a diverse
group of participants, includ-
ing students, development
professionals, academics,
and artists.

The workshop provided a
unique and therapeutic envi-
ronment for attendees to ex-
plore and articul ate their feel-
ings about the climate crisis
through creative outlets such
as clay sculpting, mindful-
ness  exercises, and live
music. As a member of the
UNESCO YOUCAN net-
work, HerSpace emphasizes
the critical intersection be-
fween gender and climate is-
sues, acknowledging their
profound interconnection

The session focused on 2

eco-anxiety, a growing psy-
chological response to the es-
calating threats posed by cli-
mate change. Participants
engaged in thoughtful discus-
sions about the emotional im-
pact of the climate crisis, in-
cluding feelings of fear,
helplessness, and guilt, and
reflected on how these emo-

tions affect their mental well- 2

being Several activities were
designed to foster emotional

healing and expres:
clay sculpting session pro-
vided a creative outlet for
participants to channel their
| , while a mindful-

sss break, enhanced by a
live music performance, of-
fered moments of reflection
and tranquility. The work-
shop concluded with a com-
munity sharing  session,
where attendees showcased
their clay creations and
shared their personal experi-
ence:

Thig workshop was a sig-
nificant step in addressing

¢ the growing conce:

of

mate anxiety, increasingly
recognized as a serious men-
tal healt] With the in-

many individuals, especially
young people, face feelings
of despair and distre

Conversations,
pioneering efforts to create
inclusive spaces for youth
engagemnent, offering mar-
wginalized communities, par-
ticularly women and girls, a
platform to freely express
themselves and discuss ur-
gent global challenges,

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: A large group of
villagers, backed by activists
from political and nationalist
parties, staged a sit-in on the
National Highway connect-
ing Thatta and Hyderabad at
Chhuttochand, a commercial
hub, on Sunday. The protest
brought vehicular traffic to a
halt for several hours

The demonstration was
triggered by the registration
of an Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) case against over 50
known willagers and 400
unidentified individuals. The
case was allegedly filed by
the owner of a local stone-
crushing plant following a
protest by the villagers

The villagers had earlier
voiced their congerns over
the environmental and safety
hazards caused by the stone-

¢ ' )

crushing operations in their
area. The plant owner, how-
ever, accused the protesters
of theft and launching an at-
tack, leading to the ATC case
being registered. Villagers
have strongly d
allegations, insisting that
their protest was peaceful_

The sit-in, led by Rasool
Bux Jakhro, Syed Jalal Shah,
and other prominent leaders,
blocked the highway for
nearly four hours, causing
major traffic disruptions. The
protest concluded when the
DSP of palice headquarters
arrived at the scene and as-
sured the demonstrators that
their concerns would be ad-
dressed.

espite the assurance, the
villagers wamed that they
would intensify their protest
if the charges against them
were not dropped.

R

By Nagem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: Residents of
Sanolo Jamali village, within
the jurisdiction of the A-Sec-
tion Police Station, held a
protest in fromt of the press
club, carrying the Holy
Quran as a symbal of their
plea for justice.

The protest was led by
Samira Jamali, Muskan Ja-

mali, Saima lamali, and
Mahboob  Jamali, who
voiced their grievances

against influential individu-
als in their community

The protesters alleged
that their relatives—Sadeer
Jamali, Kalo Jamali, Zul-
fiqar, and Murtaza Jamali
had been coercing them to
engage in immoral activiries
‘When the residents refused

Residents Of Village
Sanolo Jamali Protest
Against Harassment
By Influential Figures

they were subjected to vio-
lent artacks. The protesters
further claimed that these
powerful individuals had is-
sued death threats and even
forcefully  entered  their
homes on multiple oceasions.

Despite filing several for-
mal complaints with the
Khairpur police, the protest-
ers said that no action had
been taken, accusing the au-
thorities of siding with the
perpetrators

They called on higher of-
ficials, including the DIG
Sukkur and SSP Khairpur, 1o
intervene, arrest the accused,
and ensure justice is served
The protesters urged the au-
thorities to rake immediate
steps to proteet them from
further  harassment  and
threats

Embark

By Nagem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: A group of Hur
followers, led by Fagir Syed
Suleman Shah, Fagir Misri
Fagir Rajar, and Fagir
Muhammad Azeem Jongjo,
commenced their annual pil-
grimage on foot from Achhro
Thar, Sanghar, to visit their
spiritual leader, Pir Sahib Pa-
para, the head of the Fune-
tional Muslim League. The
group made a stop in Khair-
pur, where they were wel-
comed at the residence of
Fagir Sabir Hussain Mahe-
sar, a District Council mem-

By | ber and the Information Sec-

retary for the Functional
Muslim League in Taluka
Khairpur.

After a brief rest, the
group continued their jour-
ney toward Pir Jo Goth, the
location of Pir Pagaras
shrine. Chanting slogans in
honor of their revered leader,

the followers expressed their

Hur Followers

On Foot

Journey From
Achhro Thar To Pir
Pagara's Shrine

devotion and commitment to
the spiritual tradition of the
Hur community.

Speaking to journalists,
Fagir Suleman Shah and
Faqir Misri Rajar empha-
ized that the foot journey is
an age-old tradition passed
down from their ancestors,
which they undertake each
year. Along the way, they
dedicate  themselves  to
prayer, remembrance of
Allsh, and recitation of
Salawat Shanf. The group
plans to engage in worship
during the blessed nights of
Rabi" al-Awwal upon reach-
ing the shrine and to seek the
guidance and sight of their
spiritual leader Also present
during the occasion were Ad-
vocate Raheem Bux Bham-
bro, Hur Mujahid Fagir Fa-
reed Hussain Mahesar, and
Faqir Nizamuddin Bhambro,
whao joined in honoring the
followers on their spiritual
journey

Educat

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The Haakro
Welfare Association, led by
Patron Muhammad Ramzan
and Dr. Magbool Ahmed
Shar, has successfully passed

a resolution calling for the in- g

tegration of livelihood skills
alongside academic educa-
tion in schools

The initiative received
widespread support from key
stakeholders, reflecting the
growing demand for practical
skills to be taught within the
education system.

During the meeting, Ad-
ditional Director Chandu Mal
expressed his agreement with
the suggestions put forward
by the association and as-
sured his full cooperation in
implementing these changes.
Madam Fauzia, Deputy Di-
rector of Education, also
praised the efforts of the
Haakro Welfare Association,
offering her support and
adding valuable suggestions

a
to enhance the initiative.
In addition, De
Dristrict Education Officer
{DED) for Secondary Ed-
ucation, Rajab Ali Kumb-
har, and Deputy DEO Ali
Khan, both pledged to co-
operate fully in promoting
wirls' education across all
schools in the tricts.
They recognized the
importance of the Haakro
Welfare  Association’s

ion Ofﬁals

P,
work and committed to
ensuring its success.

Karam Elahi, District
Coordinator for the Re-
form Support Unit (RSUY,
also guaranteed his full
cooperation in advancing
the association's objec-
tives, emphasizing the im-
portance of fostering edu-
cational and vocational
development for students
across the region.

IBA-Qualified PST And
JST Candidates Demand
Immediate Recruitment In

Khairpur

By Naeem Shaikh

KHATIRPUR: IBA-qualified
Primary  School Teacher
(PST) and Junior School
Teacher (JST) candidates,
under the banner of the Ac-
tion Committee for 40-plus
Marks Holders, organized a
protest rally demanding their
appointment  orders, The

rally, which began at Session |

Court Road and concluded at
the press club, was led by Ali

Ahmed Shar, Ghulam Asghar [

Memon, Salahuddin Chana,
and Mulazim Hussain Shar
The protesting candidates
expressed their deep frustra-
tion, stating that despite pass-
ing their exams and meeting
the qualifying criteria over
three years ago, the Sindh
government has failed o
issue their appointment or-
ders. They called this delay
an outright injustice, espe-
cially when the province's

Protes__t_Rally
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education system s in dire
need of qualified teachers.

The protesters highlighted
the dire state of education in
Sindh, pointing out that thou-
sands of schools remain non-
functional and millions of
children are out of school
They questioned why, despite
the education department
having sufficient resources,
the recruitment process has
not been initiated

In their protest, the candi-
dates urged the provincial
povernment to take immedi-
ate action against the Sindh
Education Minister, Sardar
Shah, and other responsible
officials. They demanded the
swift recruitment of all can-
didates who secured 40-plus
marks to fill the vacancies in
the education system and ad-
dress the crisis in the
province'’s schools.

Pakistan Sunni Tehreek
Announces New Leadership
For Sukkur Division Amid
Milad-Un-Nabi Rally

By Nasem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The central
leadership of Pakistan Sunni
Tehreek (PST) has an-
nounced new appointments
for key positions in the
Sukkur Division. Senior
party leader Muhammad
Ramzan Mughal has been
named the President of Pak-
istan Sunni Tehresk for
Sukkur Division, while Mir
Muhammad Shah has taken
the role of District President
for Khairpur. Abdul Qudoos
Soomro has been appointed
as General Secretary, Ghu-
lam Murtaza Metlo as Taluka
Khairpur President, Asif Ali
Mughal as City Khairpur
President, and Irshad Rajput
as District Leader Prior to the
formal announcements, the
party organized a rally titled
"Labbaik Ya Rasool Allah,"
which began from Saraki
Mor Lukman. Led by central
leaders Mufti Muhammad

Ashraf Sikandari, Mufti Li-
arjat Ali Sikandari, Muham-
mad Ramzan Mughal, Mir
Muhammad Shah. Abdul
Qudoos Soomro, Irshad Ra-
jput, and Asif Ali Mughal,
the rally made its way
through key routes including
Lukman Phatak, Saddarud-
din Shah Rashdi Road,
Machis Factory, Mill Colony,
Chandio Mor, Num Mor, Sta-
tion Road, Khaki Shah Pul,
and Phool Bagh, culminating
in a large gathering at Pan-
jgulla Chowk During the
event, speakers passionately
spoke about the significance
of celebrating the birth of
Prophet Muhammad
{PBUH), describing it as an
act of worship that brings
Muslims together to recite
Darood, Salaam, and express
their love for the Prophet
They emphasized that the
birth of the Prophet (PBUH)
ended the era of ignorance,
brought divine blessings, and

illuminated the world with
his light. The speakers urged
those who do not wish to cel-
ebrate the Milad to refrain
from obstructing those who
do.The event concluded with
participants being congratu-
lated on the oceasion of Eid
Milad-un-Nabi Special
prayers were offered for the
freedom of Palestine and
Kashmir, the relief of hard-
ships and difficulties, and the
progress and prosperity of
Pakistan, including prayers
for continued success for the
Pakistan Army. The rally was
conducted under tight secu-
rity, with flower petals being
showered on the participants
as they marched. Along the
‘way, citizens generously pro-
vided cold water, sherbet,
and food to the rally atten-
dees. Throughout the proces-
sion, the crowd fervently re-
cited Darood, Salaam, and
Maat in honor of the Prophet
Muhammad (PEUH).

Kumb Couple Protests Harassment By
Influential Figures, Demands Protection

By Na Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: A couple from
the wvillage of Muhammad
Bux Dahr, located within the
Junisdiction of the Kumb Po-
lice Station near Khairpur,
staged a second day of
protests, calling for protec-
fion from harassment by in-
fluential individuals. Zohaib
Hassan Dahr and his wafe,
Zubeda, revealed that they
had entered into a marnage

of their own choice last
month, a decision that an-
wered certain powerful fig-
ures in their community.
Since their marriage, the
couple has been subjected to
continuous harassment and
threats from the accused—
Imdad Mallah, Saleern Mati,
and their associates. The in-
timidation has left the couple
in a state of fear and distress,
forcing them to go into hid-
ing to protect themselves.

Despite repeatedly report-
ing the threats to the Khair-
pur police, no action has
been taken against the al-
leged harassers. The couple
has now appealed to higher
authorities, urging the DIG
Sukkur and SSP Khairpur to
take immediate  action
against the accused and en-
sure their safety. They
stressed the need for justice
and protection from the on-
woing threats they face
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Maryam Stresses Necessity Of
Democracy For Pakistan's
Progress And Publlc Welfare

LAHORE: Punjab CM
Maryam Nawaz has stressed
that the democracy was in-
evitable for Pakistan's devel-
opment and progress and
public welfare.

Sharing her message on
International ~ Democracy
Day., she hailed the sacrifices
of all democratic leaders in-
cluding Nawaz Sharif for
protection of democracy.

Maryam Nawaz high-
lighted that PML-N set the
trajectory of Pakistan to-
wards development follow-
ing democratic values.

She insisted that eco-
nomic and political stability
could only be guaranteed by
strong democracy.

Punjab CM mentioned
that democracy wasn't just a
govemance style but an ide-
ology of public power, their
rights and their service.

Maryam Nawaz insisted

that democracy empowered
public to elect their represen-
tatives.
" A country develops and
progress with strengthening
of democracy. Democracy is
a source of social justice and
public prospenty," Maryam
Nawaz highlighted.

International Day of
Democracy is being ob-

served worldwide today to
promote democracy and
create awareness amongst
masses about the impo
tance of strong democratic
institutions

This year, the theme of
International Day of
Democracy is 'importance
of Artificial Intelligence
as a tool for good gover-
nance ' —RT/Agency

Rubina Khalid Applauds Sindh
Government's Decision To
Eliminate Birth Certificate Fees

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
of the Benazir Income Sup-
port Program (BISF), Sena-
tor Rubina Khalid Sunday
expressed heartfelt gratitude
to the Chief Minister of
Sindh and the cabinet mem-
bers for approving the aboli-
tion of the birth certificate
fee for children in Sindh.
She welcomed this deci-
sion, which was made during
arecent Sindh Cabinet meet-
ing, recognizing its positive

impact on the province's un-
derprivileged families.

COn Chairperson Rubina
Khalid's instructions, Di-
rector  General  BISP
Sindh,  Zulfikar  Ali
Shaikh, engaged in various
discussions with key fig-
ures such as Provincial
Local Government Minis-
ter Saeed Ghani. Educa-
tion Minister Syed Sardar
Ali  Shah, and Mayor
Karachi Barrister Murtaza

Wahab.

These meetings focused
on resolving the chal-
lenges hindering the is-
suance of birth certificates
and B-forms to the regis-
tered  beneficiaries  of
BISP.

The birth certificate is a cru-
cial document for obtaining a
B-form, which is essential for
children's re-centification sur-
vevs and access w0 educational
scholarships —RT/Agency

Syedaal Khan Apprises About
PM’s Ongoing Efforts To
Tackle Pakistan’s Challenges

ISLAMABAD Deputy
Chairman of the Senate,
Syedaal Khan Sunday said
that Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif is actively working 1o
address the challenges facmg
Pakistan and is committed 10
fostering prosperity and de-
velopment in the country.

He urged all coalition par-
ties to fully support Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif in
the current political scenario.

Syedaal expressed these
views during a meeting with
key political figures, includ-
ing Parliamentary Leader of
PML-N Senator Irfan-ul-
Haque Siddiqui, Chairman of
the Senate Finance Commit-
tee Senator Saleem Mandvi-
walla, Senator Mir Aslam
Abro, Chairperson of the
Senate Commitee on Federal
Education Senator Bushra
Anjum Butt, Provincial Min-
ister for Revenue of
Balochistan Asim Khan Kurd
Gello, JUL Parliamentary
Leader in the Senate Senator
Maulana Ata-ur-Rehman,
and Senator Haji Shakoor
Ahmed Achakzai,

He also expressed grati-
tude to the political leaders

and coalition parmers stand-
ing in solidarity with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shari
former Prime Minister Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Shari
working together to resolve
the nation’s issues.

nificant efforts are being
made 1o tackle the country's
problems effectively. He fur-
ther said thar thanks 1o the re-
lentless efforts of both Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Nawaz Sharif, a noticeable
reduction in inflation has
been achieved

He pointed out thar elec-
tricity prices have been re-
duced under Nawaz Sharif's
directives, while Prime Min-

ister Shehbaz Sharif's tireless
efforts have contributed to a
significant decrease in infla-
tion

He siressed that with
proper legislation and strate-
zic planning, the country's
situation can be further im-
proved

The Deputy Chairman
Senate emphasized the im-
portance of a joint action
plan with coalition parmers
10 address the ongoing crises.
He assured members of Par-
liament that every effort is
being made 1o improve the
nation's condition, stating,
"We are united in our mis-
sion o bring betterment 1o
the country.”

He added thar the gov-
emment remains committed
10 providing relief to the
public, with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif taking every
possible step 10 ensure
progress.
edaal Khan urged Sen-
te members to support the
Bovermnment in creating a co-
operative environment
within Parliament to facili-
tate the country's advance-
ment. —RT/Agency

&

Lahore Police Arrest Mother And
Son For Selling Spoiled Chickens;
970 Kllos Of Meat Selzed

LAHORE: A woman and her
son were arrested in Lahore
for selling dead and under-

weight chickens, as authori-

ties disposed of 970 kg of un-

safe poultry meat.

The crackdown was or-
dered by the Director Gen-
eral of the Punjab Food Au-
thority at Tollinton Market.

Early morning inspec-
tions saw 44,000 kg of meat
and poultry being checked.

Dead chickens  were
found in a warehouse, lead-
ing to the registration of a
case.

The Punjab Food Author-
ity's Meat Safety team, dur-
ing their daily inspection,
found a shop where the dead

poultry was being secretly
prepared for sale.

Despite strong resistance
from the woman, the ope
tion was completed under po-
lice swpervision, and the
hdl’l‘l‘lhﬂ meat was destroyed.

4
meat shup. Thc unsate

chicken was intended for sup-
ply to various food points and
catering centers. The use of
such meat can lead to severe

seases. DG Food Authority
Asim Javed urged citizens to
b'lry fresh chicken slaughtered
in front of them and 1o repart

¢ amy concerns to the helpline

at 1223 —RT/Agency

Woman Kills Mother-In-Law In Swat
Over Domestic Dispute

SWAT: In a horrific inci-
dent, a woman killed her
mother-in-law over a do-
mestic dispute in Barama
Swat, media reported

As per details, the
woman killed her
mother-in-law and pre-
tended that a robbery
have taken place in the

house

However, the police
arrested the woman sus-
pect and a case has been
registered against her.

Earlier, in a heinous
crime, a woman report-
edly axed to death her
husband over a family
dispute in Karim

Baistkhel area of Bannu,
ARY News reported
quoting police.
According to Mandan
police, the woman,
named Sultana Bibi, at-
tacked her husband, Mo-
hammad Roshan, 40,
with an axe, ing him
on the spot —RT/Agency

Tarar Highlights
National Value Of
Modern Education For
Seminary Students

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information, Broad-
casting, National Heritage
and Culture Attaullah Tarar
said on Sunday that introduc-
tion of latest knowledge i
seminaries and imparting lat-
est education to their students
was a great service to the na-
tion. Addressing a ceremony
at Jamia Darul Uloom Al-ls-
lamia in Lahore through
video link, he congratulated
the management of the Darul
Uloom for introducing new
degrees in various educa-
tional sectors in many semi-
naries

He said this would help
u]ulp the students of reli-
gious seminaries with mod-
ermn education and they would
be able to join the national
mainstream.

He expressed the hope
that among the students of
seminaries will emerge lead-
ing scholars, intellectuals,
legal experts, doctors et

He said imparting modem
education to all was need of
the hour and steps taken by
Jamia Darul Uloom Al-Is-
lamia would prove a mile-
stone in this mission.

Tarar hoped that in the
near future, graduates from
seminaries would come for-
ward and play an important
role in making Pakistan an

ideal Islamic welfare state
as envisaged by the Quai
e-Azam Muhammad Al
Jinnah and Poet of the East
Allama Igbal

He said once there was a
time when leading scien-
tists, intellectuals, and ex-
perts of mathematics were
Muslims and their books
were taught all over the
world and the time had
come to revive the past
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He said his family had
been affiliated with service
to Islam and  Tehreck
Khatam-¢-Nabuwat since
1953 when his grand-father
Justice (retd) and former
president Muhammad Rafiq
Tarar actively participated
in this movement and re-
mained steadfast in serving
this mission till his last
breath

He thanked the manage-
ment of the seminary for
inviting him to this impor-
tant event,

He apologised for not
physically been able to at-
tend the event due to press-
ing engagements in Islam-
abad. Tarar assured that
the government was ready
to cooperate with seminar-
ies for the upgradation of
their educational curricu-
lum. —RT/Agency

Two Motorbike
Thieves Arrested;
Three Stolen Bikes

Recovered

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Territory (1CT)
lice Shams Colony police
station team on Sunday ap-
prehended two wanted mem-
bers of a bike lifter gang in-
volved in numerous bike
lifting activities and recov-
ered three stolen motoreyeles
from their possession

According to a police
spokesperson following the
special directions of Inspec-
tor General of Police (1GP)
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi, ICT
Police had started a crack-
down against criminal ele-
ments involved in bike lifting
activities in order to save the
precious lives and property
of citizens

Following these direc-
tives, the Shams Colony po-
lice team used technical and
human resources and suc-
ceeded in apprehending two

accused involved in num;
ous bike lifting activities, he
said 1

He said the accused were
identified as Fakhar Abbas g
and Wagas

Police team also recov-
ered three stolen motoreycles
from their possession, he
added

He said cases have al-1
reacy been registered against
the nabbed accused and fur- 1

ther investigation is under- I crude oil reserves reached Ahmed praised the govern-

way. DIG Islamabad Syed i
Ali Raza nppre:,\ﬂted the po- |
lice team's efforts and di-
rected all senior officials for |
an effective cmckdn\\ml

Government Greenlighting
Modernization Of
Shipbreaking Industry: Qaiser

GADDANI: Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs Qaiser
Ahmed Sheikh has said that
Federal Government has ap-
proved modemization project
of ship breaking industry ata
cost of 12 billion rupees.
During his visit in Gad-
dani in Hub district, the Min-

ister said a waste manage-
ment plant, a 30-bedded hos-
pital, blacktop roads and a
fire brigade station are in-
cluded in the project.

Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh
said the process of modern-
ization of ship breaking
yard under Hong Kong

Convention would be com-
pleted by June next year. He
also laid foundation stone
of Industrial Waste Manage-
ment plant site. The Minister
was briefed about opera-
tional industrial activities of
Gaddani  ship breaking
yard —RT/Agency

PM Unveils National
Campaign To Boost Organ
Donation Awareness

ISLAMABAD:  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has announced the launch
of a national initiative
aimed at promoting organ
donation, which features
a special logo for volun-
tary organ donors on Na-
tional Identity Cards.
“Individuals who vel-
untarily register them-
selves as organ donors
will have a special, exclu-
sive logo printed on their
National Identity Cards,
symbollzmg Ihur com-

ter said in a message in
connection with Interna- acce:
tional Identity Day. i

He said organ donation
is a profound act of kind-
ness that can give a new
lease on life to those i

need. “1 encourage all cit-
izens to participate in this
initiative and become part
of a n'c. saving commu-
nity

He said “today, as we
commemaorate  Interna-
tional Tdentity Day, we re-
flect on the profound sig-
nificance of identity
our society”

The prime minister
said it is not merely a

=1

[t matter of recognition; but

is a cornerstone of inclu-
sion, representation, and

The prime minister
urged to work collectively
towards building a more
inclusive world where
every individual’s rights
are recognized and re-
spected. “1 call upon citi-
zens, civil society, and
governmental institutions
to unite in fostering a cul-
ture of awareness and ed-
ucation surrounding iden-
tity issues.”

He stressed the need o
identify and address the
critical gaps in current na-
tional registration and

biometric ecosystem. The
prime minister also en-
courage the integration of
digital solutions and inno-
vation to streamline ac-
cess to services and en-
hance the accuracy of
identity verification.

‘As we embark on
these initiatives, my gov-
ernment remains dedi-
cated to implement the

policies that promote
transparency and ac-
countability to foster

trust among our citizens
and encourage greater
participation in civic du-
ties, thereby strengthen-
ing the democratic fabric
of our natien,” he
added —RT/Agency

——————n
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Pakistan's Oil and Gas
Reserves Increase With
Assistance From SIFC

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's oil
reserves saw a 26% rise,
while gas reserves increased
by 2% by the end of the 2024
financial year, according to
official data from the Petro-
leum Informarion Service

These positive develop-
ments were achieved with the
support of the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council
(SIFC), which enabled new
discoveries in the exploration
and production sectors

By lune 2024, Pakistan's

243 million barrels, com-
pared to 193 million harrels
in December 2023

Similarly, gas reserves
grew from 1810 trillion

against the accused involved y cubic feet in December 2023
in car and bike lifting inci- | to 18 47 trillion cubic feet by
dents, he said. "The perform- 2024

ance of police officials in this Experts note that the
regard would be reviewed on © newly discovered oil reserves
a continuous basis™, DIG } can meet Pakistan's needs for
added —RT/Agency 10 years, while gas reserves
1 are sufficient for 17 years

ADB President
Updated On BISP's
Key Initiatives

ISLAMABAD: The Presi-
dent of the Asian Develop-
ment  Bank Masatsugu
Asakawa, visited the Benazir
Income Support Programme
to observe its initiatives
aimed at providing cash as-
sistance, supporting enrol-
ment in schools and maternal
and child health in Pakistan
During the visit to the
BISP Tehsil Office in Taxila
and the Benazir Nashonuma
Centre at Wah General Hos-
pital, the ADB President was
briefed on BISP's programs
and their impact on the edu-
cation, health and well-being
of the poorest households.
Accompanied by an ADB
delegation, President Masat-
sugu Asakawa received a
briefing from BISP Director
General Naveed Akbar. The

briefing covered BISP's key

1 Energy expert Hamdan

ment's proactive measures,
attributing the 50 million bar-
rel increase in oil production
and the 1.1 trillion cubic feet
growth in gas reserves to ef-
fective exploration and well-
managed initiatives

Key contributors to
these achievements in-
clude the Oil & Gas De-
velopment Company
{OGDCL), Pakistan Petro-
leum Limited (PPL), Mari
Petroleum Company Lim-

ited, and Pakistan Oil-
fields Limited

his promising
progress, aided by SIFC
reforms, is expected to at-
tract more investments in
Pakistan’s gas sector, es-
pecially in explaration and
production

According to experts,
these local reserves help
refineries meet 70% of the
country's diesel demand
and 30% of its petrol de-
mand —RT/Agency

gy g g g

initiatives, such as Benazir
Kafaalat, Taleemi Wazaif, 1
Nashonuma, and the Under- 1
graduate Scholarship Pro-1
gram. !
The visit also provided 1
insight into the operational I
procedures of the BISP office I
and the facilitation center. Ong By Abid Mahmooed Ch
the occasion, BISP's Directory  —
General acknowledged the ) TOBA TEK SINGH: The
role of international partne top police officials have
including the ADB, in sup- taken strict action against
porting varous social protec- dozens of police officers
tion programs in Pakistan guilty of departmental neg-
He highlighted efforts © ligence and carelessness.
through BISP to raise awa case has been registe
ness on healthcare services ! against 46 police officers
such as immunization and | who disappeared official
hospital care during child- 1 documents, while later de-
birth, reduction of out of I partmental action was also
gchool children, and school | taken against the said po-
dropouts, which are part of I lice employees. Duning
BISP's ongoing | their deployment in Faisal-
initiatives —RT/Agency abad, the said police offi-

c'n..b

cers did not submit the
samples of different cases
to the relevant prosecution
branch but disappeared.
he matter  was
brought to the notice
of the higher police of-
ficers by the prosecu-
tion branch, on which
strict action was or-
dered against the said
habitual police offi-
cers, By taking action
against the officers
under section 155C and
380 of the Criminal
Procedure Code case

! Faisalabad Police
Disciplines 46 Officers For
Negligence

no 2426/24 has been
registered. 9 sub  in-
spectors and 37 assis-
tant sub-inspectors
have been named in the
FIR, who did not sub-
mit evidence during
their posting, but com-
mitted theft, for which
they were held guilty,
besides. Further de-
partmental action will
also be taken against
these 46 police offi-
cers for negligence
and departmental ir-
tegularities
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Another Victim Denied Justice Amid Growing Threats to Polio Workers

he recent rape of a polio worker in
Jacobabad serves as a tragic re-
minder of the growing dangers
faced by those on the frontlines of
public health in Pakistan. This horrific
crime, compounded by the actions of law

enforcement,
issue—victims

ence.

The case reveals the stark reality of how
powerful figures manipulate the justice
system. The polio worker was coerced into
retracting her initial statement of rape.

underscores
of sexual

a

violence are
being denied justice, their voices silenced
under the weight of corruption and influ-

forced by the police to claim she was
merely robbed. Only after presenting her
case in court did the truth begin to emerge.

broader
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However, the fact that her statement was
changed by the police, at the behest of in-
fluential figures, speaks volumes about the
lack of accountability and protection for
victims in Pakistan.

This attack is not an isolated incident but
part of a disturbing pattern. Polio workers,
especially women, have long been at risk,

facing threats, violence, and now, rape
while carrying out life-saving work. These
frontline workers already operate in a hos-
tile environment, and this latest crime only
adds to the climate of fear.

Until justice is served—not only for this
victim but for all victims of sexual vio-
lence—Pakistan will continue to be a
country where the vulnerable are left un-
protected, and the powerful walk free. The
system must be reformed to hold perpetra-

tors accountable and protect those who

serve their communities, or we risk losing
the battle not only against polio but against
injustice itself.
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34 Iranian women
prisoners on hunger strike:
jailed Nobel peace laureate

TEHRAN Thirty-four
WOMen Prisoners went on
hunger strike in an Iranian
prison on Sunday to mark
w0 years ce protesis
erupted against clerical au-
thorities, the foundation of
Nobel Peace Prize ner
Narges Mohammadi said
“Today, on the 15th Sep-
tember 2024, 34 female po-
litical prisoners in Evin
Prison have gone on a
hunger strike in commemo-
ration of the second an-
niversary of the ‘Woman,
Life, Freedom®

sary of the ‘Women, Life,
Freedom’ movement, we
reaffirm our c i w

and the kil of Mahsa
(Jina) Ami said.

Amini was a 22-year-old
Iranian Kurd whose death in
custody after her arrest for
allegedly violating the strict
dress code for women
sparked the demonstrations.

The prisoners had ab-
stained from food “in soli-
darity with the protesting
people of Iran, against the
government’s  oppressive
policies,” the foundation
added

Mohammadi, who has
campaigned against the
compulsory wearing of the
hijab and the death penalty
in Iran, has been in Tehran's
Evin prison since November
2021. She has spent much of
the past decade in and o of
jail and has staged repeated
hunger sirikes.

“On the second anniver-

achieving democracy, free-
dom, and equality and to de-
feating theocratic despot-
ism,” said in a

which she “allegedly lost
consciousness, and sus-
tained injuries to her ribcage
and other parts of her body”,
the experts said

Iranian authorities ac-
knowledged a confrontation

statement on her official X
account. “Today, we raise
our voices louder and
strengthen our resolve.”

Mohammadi's children
received the Nobel Peace
Price on her behalf in 2023
while she was incarcerated.

According to her family,
she was on hunger strike at
the time in solidarity with
the Baha'i community,
Iran's largest religious mi-
nority who say they are tar-
geted by discrimination.

UN experts last month
accused Iran of denying
Mohammadi proper health-
care.

She “was reportedly sub-
jeeted to physical violence™
in Evin on August 6, during

had taken place, but blamed
Mohammadi for “provoca-
tion™ and denied any prison-
ers had been beaten

Women-led protests
erupted after Amini died in
custady on September 16,
2022,

The protests ramled
Iran’s leadership that au-
tumn and winter, but author-
ities crushed them, with
rights group Amnesty Inter-
national saying security
forces used assault rifles
and shotguns in the crack-
down. Human rights groups
say at least 351 people
were killed. Thousands
more were arrested, ac-
cording to the United Na-
tions.— Agency

Rahul Gandhi's Sikh 'existential
threat' confirmation bolsters
Khalistan Referendum: Pannun

LONDON: Indian opposi-
tion leader Rahul Gandhi's
factually truthful statement
in Washington DC acknowl-
edging that Sikhs are facing
an existential threat in India
will serve as a catalyst for
the Sikhs For Justice (SFJ)
Khalistan Referendum cam-
paign and will amplify and
bolster the support for the in-
dependence of Punjab, the
group’s Counsel General
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
has said

Pannun said that extrem-
ist Hindutva groups such as
BIF, RSS and Jana Sangh
members, who are condemnn-
ing Gandhi for acknowledg-
ing the facts, are enemies of
Sikhs, Punjab and Khalistan.

Gandhi has also briefed
members of Congress about
the persecution that Sikhs
are tacing in Modi's India, he
sand

Pannun said in a state-
ment: “Gandhi's statement
not only justifies Khalistan
referendum for the independ-
ence of Punjab, but it also re-
flects a realisation by the
Congress party, by the oppo-
sition leader, that Punjab is

on the verge of seceding al

from the Union of India to
become an independent Sikh
country, a new neighbour of
Pakistan and India."

"That is why the opposi-

tion leader has launched his
diplomatic move to build
rapport with future neigh-
bour Khalistan. Gandhi has
signalled to the US that the
Congress party has accepted
that Punjab will be an inde-
pendent  country  because
Sikhs are facing an existen-
tial threat in Modi's India,”
he added

The New York-based
lawyer said: “These BIR,
RSS and Jana Sangh leaders
such as Manjinder Sirsa and
Igbal Lalpura are enemies of
Sikhs, Punjab and Khalistan
and they will be held ac-
countable. Prime Minister
Maodi, it is high time you re-
ise that the people of Pun-
Jab are seeking independence
from the Union of India
through the global Khalistan
referendum.”

Pannun  referred  to
Gandhi's address to a gather-
ing of Indian Americans in
Herndon, a Virginia suburb
of Washington DC, on Sep-
tember 9 this year, in which

the Rashtriva Sway

some religions, languages,
and communiti.
inferior to others and said
that the fight in India is
about this and not about poal-
itics. When asked the name
of a turbaned person in the
wathering, Gandhi said, "The
fight is about whether a Sikh
is going to be allowed to
wear his turban in India or a
kada in India. Or he, as a
Sikh, is going to be able to
o to a gurdwara. That's

what the fight is about. And | de:

not just for him, for all reli-

Sam's Club, a US-based su-
permarket chain, is facing in-
vestigation after a shocking
discovery in one of its China
branches. According to the
South China Moming Post, a
customer was left stunned
after she found a human
tooth in a meat-filled moon-
cake purchased from the
Changzhou  location  in
Jiangsu province. A video
posted on Douyin by the
woman shows the unseling
find in the 30-yuan ($4) pas-
ry. The disturbing foot
shows a hand holding a
pected human molar, covered
in meat filling, on a piece of
Tissue paper next to a par-
tially consumed mooncake.
She confirmed the tooth was-
o't from anyone in her family
and immediately reported the
incident 1o the police.

"My family ate this just
now . Look at what they are
It's terrifying,” a voice can be
heard saying

Sam's Club has now
launched an investigation
into the disturbing discovery,
while the mooncake manu-
facturer has denied any pos-
sibility of contaminarion
Speaking 1o Hongxing News,
spokesperson Liu insisted it's
“impossible” for a tooth to be
mixed into the meat filling

Liu explained that the
manufacturing process in-
volves mincing meat, which

"It's Terrifying'': Woman In
China Finds Human Tooth In
Mooncake, Probe Underway

is then scanned by X-ray ma-
chines designed to detect
bone fragments. He empha-
sised that the company has a
decade-long track record of
incident-free production. The
manufacturer  has  also
handed over surveillance
footage for review by Sam's
Club and the Changzhou
market regulatory depart-
ment

Online reactions ranged
fiom disgust o dark humour,
with one user joking, "Moon-
cake: now with meat and a
side of calcium!"

However, another user of-
fered an alternative explana-
tion, suggesting the customer
double-check if a family
member unknowingly lost a
tooth. He wrote, “It's possible
to lose part of a woth without
feeling any pain, so they
might not even realize ir's
missing ~

Sam's Club has faced
food safety concerns in
China before In 2022, a
woman from Fujian province
alleged that her uncle discov-
ered three artificial human
teeth inside Swiss rolls
bought from a Sam's Club
store, The uncle reportedly
broke his teeth after biring
into the product. Although
the store promised an inves-
tigation, no definitive find-
ings were ever made pub-
lic —Agency

Balleriga_,
3

Ballet dancer Michaela
Mabinty DePrince, who
moved to the United States
from an orphanage in con-
flict-ridden Sierra Leone and
wgraced some of the world's
maost prestigions stages, died
aged 29. Her death was an-
nounced on her personal In-
stagram page by a family
spokesperson, though the
C of death has not been

osed. "Michaela touched
0 many lives across the
world, including ours,” her

em. ;SIS
Mabinty DePrince, expresse

gions,"—Agency

her devastation, stating,

- in 1995 in Kenem

Michaela DePrince,
America's Trailblazing
Dies Aged 29

eep sadness. My beautiful
er is no longer here."Trib-
utes from the ballet world
and beyond have poured in,
with American ballerina
Misty Copeland writing,
"Despite being told the
“world wasn't ready tor black
ballerinas,” she remained de-
termined and made big
strides." DePrince's life
and career shattered barri-
ers for dancers of colour,
challenging stereotypes in
the ballet community. Bom
ierra
Leone, DePrince's early

x> was marked by

tragedy —Agency

Albert Einstein's 1939
Atomic Bomb Warning
Letter Sells For 32.7 Crores

The letter that Albert Ein-
stein penned in 1939, urging
President Roosevelt 1o prior-
itize nuclear research, sold
for a staggering $3.9 million
at a recent Christie’s auction
This letter, which played a
pivotal tole in the develop-
ment of the atomic bomb,
was originally addressed to
the US president, highlight-
ing the grave potential of nu-
clear weapons and the urgent
need for American involve-
ment

The original letter, now
part of the Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt Library's collection in
New York, was Einstein's at-
tempt to wam President
Roosevelt that  Germany
might be developing nuclear
weapons. In the letter, Ein-
stein discussed recent break-
throughs in nuclear physics,
noting that uranium could
become "a new and impor-
tant source of energy” and
warning thar this energy
could be hamessed to create
“extremely powerful
bombs. "

Einstein, along with fel-
low physicist Leo Szilard,
had fled Europe due to the
rise of Adolf Hitler. Feeling
a sense of urgency, Einstein's
letter helped convince the
U.S. government 1o expedite
its research into nuclear fis-
sion, leading o the Manhat-
tan Project and the eventual
development  of  atomic
bombs

Peter Klarnet, senior spe-
cialist in Americana, books,
and manuscripts at Christie's,

p
described the letter as "one
of the most influential letters
in history." Written in the
summer of 1939, it set the
stage for the nuclear arms
race and changed the course
of the war and human his-
tory.

According to Business
Insider, the auctioned co;
was the only one in private
hands, previously owned by
the late Microsoft co-founder
Paul Allen, who purchased it
in 2002 for $2.1 million. Be-
fore that, it was part of pub-
lisher Malcolm Forbes' cal-
lection, acquired from Leo
Szilard's estare.

The original letter, now
part of the Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt Library's collection in
New York, was Einstein's at-
tempt to warn President
Roosevelt that Germany
might be developing nuclear
weapons. In the lerer, Ein-
stein discussed recent break-
throughs in nuclear physics,
noting that uranium could
become "a new and impor-
tant source of energy” and
warning that this energy
could be harnessed to create

powerful
boml

Einstein, along with fel-
low physicist Leo Szilard,
had fled Europe due to the
rise of Adolf Hitler. Feeling
asense of urgency, Einstein's
letter helped convince the
U.S. government o expedite
its research into nuclear fis-
sion, leading 1o the Manhat-
tan Project and the eventual
development  of  atomic
bombs. Peter Klamet, senior
specialist in  Americana,
books, and manuscripts at
Christie’s, described the leter
as "one of the most influential
lerters in history.” Written in
the summer of 1939, it set the
stage for the nuclear arms
race and changed the course
of the war and human history.
According to Business In-
sider, the auctioned copy was
the only one in private hands,
previously owned by the late
Microsoft co-founder Paul
Allen, who purchased it in
2002 for $2.1 million. Before
thar, it was part of publisher
Malcolm Forbes' collection,
acquired from Leo Szilard's
estate — Agency

Israel to retaliate
as Netanyahu warns
Houthis after missile hits
central Israel

Prime Minister Benjamin
Metanyahu said Israel
would inflict a “heavy
price" on the Iran-aligned
Houthis whe control north-
ern Yemen, after they
reached central Israel witha
missile on Sunday for the
first time.

Houthi military
spokesman Yahya Sarea
said the group struck with a
new hypersonic ballistic
missile that travelled 2,040
km (1270 miles) in just 11
1/2 minutes.

After initially saying the
missile had fallen in an
open area, Israel's military
later said it had probably
fragmented in the air, and
that pieces of interceptors
had landed in fields and
near a railway station. No-
body was reported hurt.

Air raid sirens had
sounded in Tel Aviv and
across central Israel mo-
ments before the impact at
around 6:35 a.m. local time
(0335 GMT), sending resi-
dents running for shelter.
Loud booms were heard

Reuters saw smoke bil-
owing in an open field in
central Israel.

At a weekly cabinet
meeting, Netanyahu said
the Houthis should have
known that Israel would
exact a "heavy price” for at-
tacks on lsrael.

“"Whoever needs a re-
minder of that is invited to
visit the Hodeida port,” Ne-
tanyahu said, referring to an
Israeli retaliatory air strike
against Yemen in July for a
Houthi drone that hit Tel
Aviv,

The Houthis have fired
missiles and drones at Israel
repeatedly in what they say

is solidarity with the Pales-
tinians, the Gaza war
began with a Hamas attack
on Israel in October.

The drone that hit Tel
Aviv for the first time in
July killed a man and
wounded four people. Is-
raeli air strikes in response
on Houthi military targets
near the port of Hodeidah
killed six and wounded 80.

Previously, Houthi mis-
siles have not penetrated
deep into Israeli air space,
with the only one reported
to have hit lsraeli territory
falling in an open area near
the Red Sea port of Eilatin
March — Agency
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Pakistan cueists
dominate in Snooker
World Cup

MONGOLIA:  Pakistani
cugists Awais Munir and
Asjad Igbal secured victo-
ries in their third matches
without facing a single de-
feat and advanced to the
Round of 16 at the
Snocker World Cup in
Mongolia.

Awais triumphed over
Iran's Siyavosh Mozayani
with a 3-1 scoreline. After
losing the first frame, he
made a brilliant comeback
to win the next three
frames consecutively.

The frame scores
favouring the cueist were
9-63, 78-34, 59-30, and
73-13.

On the other hand,
Asjad defeated Qatar's Al
Alobaidli to maintain his
lead in the group. Asjad's
frame scores were 59-36,
26-63. 58-19, and 70-58.

With an undefeated run

in the group stage, both
finished on top of their
group stage to qualify for
the pre-quarter finals.

On Saturday, In his first
match, Asjad defeated
Mongolia's Batarkhuu
Naranhuu with a score of
3-0, the frames ending 71-
38, 71-51, and 110-32.

In the second match,
Asjad also triumphed over
Japan's Junji Miyazawa,
again without dropping a
frame, with scores of 08-
18, 63-11, and 83-01.

Awais won his first
match against Mongolia's
Kash Uchjir, with frame
scores of 60-17, 62-12,
and 81-09

In his second match,
Awais defeated Oman's
Hussain Al-Wati without
losing a frame. with scores
of 68-06, 10175-12, and
83-15 —Agency

'I was surprised': Imad
Wasim on Babar Azam's

LAHORE: Imad Wasim has
expressed his surprise at the
decision to reappoint Babar
Azam as Pakistan's captain
for the white-ball formats
ahead of the 2024 T20 World
Cup.

This move comes after
Babar had stepped down
from the role following Pak-
istan's lacklustre perform-
ance in the 2023 ODI World
Cup.

Following the 2023 ODL
World Cup, where Pakistan's
performance fell short of ex-
pectations, Babar Azam re-
signed from the captaincy,
with Shaheen Afridi taking
over the leadership role.

Despite this change, the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) reversed its decision
after only six months, rein-
stating Babar Azam as cap-
tain following the New
Zealand series

In an interview with a
local sports plarform, Imad
Wasim, who was part of the

squad during the T20 World poi

Cup, shared his thoughts on
the sudden change in cap-
tainey

"Yes, 1 was surprised,”

undeserving return to
captaincy

—

Wasim said, acknowledging
the unexpected nature of the
decision. "What can T say, it's
ultimately the selector’s call
Whatever they thought was
the best option, they picked
and they picked the team |ac-
cordingly] ©

He added, "Everybady in
Pakistan was surprised, not
just me. So, 1 can't say that |
was not surprised.”

Pakistan's T20 World Cup
campaign saw them facing
significant challenges, in-
cluding a surprising defeat o
the USA and a loss to archeri-
vals India

Reflecting on the team's
performance, He stated,
"Yeah, our performance was-
n't up o the mark © be hon-
est and we have to accept
that, including myself. So
yeah, but it is what it is. |
think we had a pood side, but
it didn't click. It can happen

Saleema Imtiaz nominated as first Pakistani
woman umpire on ICC's development panel

DUBALI; Pakistan's Saleema
Imtiaz has made history by
becoming the first woman
umpire from the country to
be nominated 1o the ICC In-
ternational Panel of Develop-
ment Umpires which will
allow her to to officiate in
women's bilateral interna-
tional matches and 1CC
Women's events

Saleema, who's also the
mother of Pakistan women's
international player Kainat
Imtiaz, began her career as an
umpire with the Pakistan
Cricket Board's (PCB)
Women's Umpires Panel in
2008
Throughout her career,
she has officiated high-pro-
file events under the Asian
Cricket Council, such as the
2022 and 2024 ACC
Women's T20 Asia Cup, the
2023  ACC  Emerging
Women's Cup in Hong Kong
and most recently she was a
member of the playing con-

trol team for the ACC
Women's Premier Cup 2024
in Kuala Lumpur.

Following her inclusion
in the ICC International
Panel of Development Um-
pires, Saleema will officiate
the Pakistan-South Africa
women's T201 series in Mul-
tan set to begin on Monday
(tomormow),

During tomormow's
match, she will be accompa-
nied by Faisal Aafreedi from
the PCB International Panel
of Umpires with Nasir Hus-

[ Y

sain as the TV umpire, while
Humairah Farah will serve as
the fourth umpire and
Muhammad Javed Malik
from the PCB International
Panel of Match Referees will
oversee the series as match
referee.

Expressing her views on
the development, an elated
Saleema said: "l am beyond
thrilled to join the 1CC Inter-
national Panel of Develop-
ment Umpires".

“The journey has been
filled with hard work and

personal  sacrifices, but
now, standing at the cusp
of this new chapter, it all
feels worth it," she re-
marked, adding that this is
not a win only for her but
for "every aspiring female
cricketer and umpire in

"l hope my success mo-
tivates countless women
who dream of making their
mark in the sport.” said the
woman umpire.

"This moment reflects
the growing influence of
women in cricket [....] 1
sincerely hope to see more
women follow in my foot-
steps and embrace this
beautiful game,” she added.

Reflecting on  her
dream, she said that ever
since her daughter made
her debut for the national
side in 2010, she herself
had wanted to represent
Pakistan at the interna-
tional level —Agency

Lionel Messi nets two goals in return
to Inter Miami against Philadelphia

Argentine's star Lionel Messi
smashed two goals within
four minutes, making a
comeback after three months
as Inter Miami beat the
Philadelphia Union 3-1 on
Sunday in his first game for
the club in over three months.

Additionally, in the first
half, the Herons were le:
with 2-1, as the eight-time
Ballon d'Or winner scored in
the 26th and 30th minute of
the game.

Earlier in July. the 37-
year-old got his ankle injured
in the Copa America final
agamst Colombia,

In regard to this, Ar-
gentina's captain wasn't cho-
sen to play for his national
team. In those matches, his

team defeated Chile 3-0
while faced a defeat against
Colombia from 2-0 during
World Cup Qualifiers last
week

Meanwhile, the come-
back of Messi, 37, wasn't
confirmed. His  head
coach Tata Martino con-

his involvement
ay, but wasn't sure
if he would start or come
off the bench

In the 59th second of
the game, the opposite
team took the lead, how-
ever, the Herons tied the
game  after  the ex-

Barcelona player smashed
his 13th Major League
Soccer goal of season.

The Argentine star
gave assist to Luis Suarez
in the 98th minute who
kicked the winning goal
for Inter Miami.

It is worth noting that
Messi now has 15 goals
and 15 assists for Inter
Miami in 19 matches.

Moreover, Messi's
absence has affected
his team a lot. Inter

Miami had gone 10-3-1
in all the competitions
they encountered, It
was dismissed in the
Round 16 of Leagues
Cup by the Columbus
Crew,—Agency

Cristiano Ronaldo to miss Asian
Champions League opener

Cristiano Ronaldo was diag-
nosed on Sunday with a viral
infection and will miss Al
Nassr's Asian Champions
League aopener this week at
Trag's Al Shorta.

The Portuguese veteran is
targeting Asia's top club
crown to add to his long list
of achievements when the
competition kicks off on
Monday.

“Al Nassr captain Cris-
tiano Ronaldo was not feel-
ing well today and was diag-
nosed with a viral infection,”
said a club statement posted
on social media platform X
on Sunday.

“The team'’s doctor con-
firmed he needs to rest and
stay at home. As a result, he
will not be travelling with the
team to Iraq 1oday We wish
our captain a speedy recov-

teams from Saudi Arabia will

The former Real Madrid
and Manchester United for-
ward saw his first anempt
with the Saudi side Al Nassr
end in a quarter-final penalty
shootout defeat to eventual
champions Al Ain earlier this
vear.

Now rebranded as the
Asian Champions League
Elite, Al Nassr and the other

be a major threat after spend-
ing vast sums of money in
the last two years on the likes
of Ronaldo and Neymar
England forward Ivan
Toney was the latest big
name to swap Europe for
Saudi when he left Brentford
for Al Ahli last month for
more than 45 million

As part of the new-look

competition, Saudi Arabia -
which is expected to host the
2034 World Cup - will stage
a mini-knockout toumament
from the quarter-finals on-
ward to decide the champi-
ons, who will take home at
least $12 million.

Al Nassr, Al Ahli and
Neymar's Al Hilal will all be
involved when the Champi-
ons League Elite launches on
Monday with a new format
that splits 24 teams evenly
into two groups of East and
West.

Each team will play eight
different opponents in the
group stage. The top eight
teams from each zone will
play in the last 16 over two
legs in March, before the ac-
tion moves to the final stages
in Saudi Arabia from April
25 0 May 4 —Agency

2024: Lewis Hamilton
set for GP pitlane start
after car changes

Lewis Hamilton will be
forced to start the Azerbaijan
Girand Prix from the pit lane
despite qualifying in seventh
place. after picking up a
penalty.

The Mercedes driver
struggled for pace against the
clock, with his quickest Q3
lap nearly a second slower
than that of pole-sitter
Charles Leclerc.

After the session, a fifth
power unit of the season was
installed into Hamilton's car
meaning he will be forced to
start the race from the pit
lane. It will add to a topsy-
turvy grid in Baku, with
Lando Norris also starting
near the back after being
knocked out in Q1.

Hamilton's penalty will
see Norris promoted to 15th
on the grid, having moved up
two positions since the end
of qualifying after Pierre
Gasly was disqualified over a
fuel flow infringement

An extended DRS zone
on the home straight will
provide plenty of overtaking
opportunities for the likes of
Hamilton and Norris. Safety
car interruptions will also be
a real possibility, given the
unpredictable nature of the

Baku City Circuit.

Speaking after qualifying
behind Mercedes team-mate
George Russell yet again,
Hamilton explained that he
struggled to keep his tyre
temperatures within the ideal
operating window:
"Yesterday the car was
amazing, it felt great and I
honestly think it could have
been at least second row
today, but I came today and
all of a sudden, the tyres
didn't work all day," he
said
The Baku event - with
its track’s long straights and
the tyre management re-
quirements of Sunday's race
- meant Mercedes decided
to take the penalty hit here
after its disappointing qual-
ifying on Saturday in Azer-
baijan.—Agency

Harry Brook to lead
England against
Australia as Jos
Buttler ruled out

ENGLAND: Harry Brook
will lead England in the ODI
series agai
regular white-ball captain Jos
Buttler was ruled out

Jos Buttler is currently
nursing a right calf injury,
which ruled him out of the
ongoing T201 series against
Australia, where Phil Salt is
serving as the captain.

Ir's worth noting that this
will be Harry Brook's first
stint as the captain of Eng-
land's ODI 1eam.

Meanwhile, pace bowler
Josh Hull is also sidelined for
the QDI series with a quad
injury. All-rounder Liam Liv-
ingstone has been brought
into the squad for the five-
match series which begins as
Trent Bridge on Thursday 19
September.

Previously, England also

included Olly Stone in the

squad as the replacement for
Gus Atkinson, who has been
given a rest from the ODIT se-
ries against Australia

The right-arm  pacer
played a pivotal role in Eng-
land’s 2-1 series victory over
Sri Lanka, picking up 12
wickets at an average of
2741,

He turned heads with
his batting skills in the
recently concluded series
when he scored his
maiden century in the
second Test at Lord's
while batting at No.§.

Gus Atkinson was ini-
tially named in Eng-
land's ODI1 squad whic
marked the absence of
key players like wicker-
keeper batter Jonny
Bairstow and experi-
enced all-rounder Moeen
Ali.—Agency

in any format, especially

T20. But yesh, it was disap-
ing. | was really disap-

The all-rounder admimed
that avercoming the disap-
pointment of the World Cup
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Khloe Kardashian
'addicted' to plastic

Khloe Kardashian re-
ported developed a de-
fense mechanism  after
being zed over her
physique and looks.
According to a new re-
port of Life & Style, the
Good American founder
faced intense sibling
comparison since her
early age. This unfair
treatment reportedly af-
fected her self-esteem,
and she decided to go
under the knife.

Spilling the beans on
the matter, an insider
shared that Khloe's
mother Kris Jenner was
also critical of how she
looked different from her
sisters Kim and Kourt-

ney
"In the end, the only
thing that helped her feel

better about herself was

surgery after criticism

getting surgery,” the in-
sider revealed.

"People can say what
they want about her nose
and the fillers and the ex-
treme weight loss, but
she finally loves what she
sees in the mirror and
says everyone can go
f**** themselves," they
addressed and pointed
out that "the issue is that
a lot of people think she's
gone way too far, that
she's had more nose jobs
than she admits."

"Not only that, surgery
can be very addictive,
she's already mentioned
other things she wants to
get done so the worry is
she's now on a very slip-
pery slope and could
wind up totally butcher-
ing herself," they con-
cluded

Jennifer Lopez filed for divorce

ling,

press. The latest states how
the reluctant Jennifer Lopez
was finally pushed over the
edge.
According to well-placed
sources, in the last days of
their  relationship, The
Mather actress was working
and hoping to bridge the gap
with her ex
But instead, what she no-
ticed, insiders say, was an

utter disregard from the Argo
star for her efforts to mend
ties,

On top of that, the On the
Floor singer was frustrated to
see the shocking closeness
between Ben Affleck and
Jennifer Gamer during the
ending days of their relation-
ship.

'because’ of Jennifer Garner

inally file for divorce,” the
tipster tattled to In Touch.

‘What was worse, sources
say, Ben and Jennifer kept
coming closer, in the eyes of
his ex, irrespective of what
they called it

"J. Lo is tuming and feel-
ing like a total fool, espe-
cially after seeing the photos

"Seeing the photos of of Jen and Ben together at
them looking maore like a Violet's college drop off.”
couple than a pair of exes "The way they are look-
was the final straw for J. Lo, ing at each other is proof in
it was the push she needed to 1. Lo's eyes that there's a lot

going to get back
the smitch re-

“It's o painful and hu-
miliating, she feels beyond

the mole
in turn, made
J.Lo strong on her footing
as she sidelined her earlier
warries about filing for di-
vorce and ending a mar-
riage of two years
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King Abdullah appoints
chief of staff as Jordan's

AMMAN: Jordan’s
I Abdullah Il on
Sunday nominated his
chief of staff to be the
new prime minister,
the royal palace said,
charging him with
forming a government
after parliamentary
elections.

The outgoing pre-
mier, Bisher Kha-
sawneh, submitted his
resignation to the king
earlier on Sunday.

Under the king-
dom’s constitution,
the government usu-
ally resigns after leg-
islative elections. It is
the king who appoeints
the prime minister, not
parliament which has
limited powers.

“King Abdullah on
Sunday tasked Jaafar
Hassan with forming a
new government,” a
palace statement said.

As well as being
chief of staff, the 56-
year-old Hassan was
previously planning
minister.

In Tuesday’s elec-
tion Jordan’s leading
Islamist party, the Is-
lamic Action Front,
became the largest in
parliament, winning
31 out of the 138
seats.

new PM

The IAF is a politi-
cal offshoot of the
Muslim Brotherhood
in Jordan, and the re-
sult gives the Is-
lamists their largest
representation since
989,

Despite a low
turnout of 32 percent,
the party’s success
came with voters frus-
trated about economic
woes and Israel’s war
against the Palestinian
group Hamas in the
Gaza Strip.

Jordan in 1994
signed a peace treaty
with Israel, becoming
only the second Arab
state to do so after
Egvpt. but regular
protests have called
for the treaty’s disso-
lution since the war
erupted last October.

Near]} half of the
country’s population
of Palestinian ori-

gi

l\'hasawneh. 55, had
headed the govern-
ment since October
2020. Jordan’s parlia-
ment is bicameral. In
addition to the elected
parliament. there is
also a senate with 69
members  appointed
by the monarch

The Gaza war has
hit tourism in Jordan,
which relies on the
sector for about 14
percent of its gross
domestic product.

The kingdom is
heavily dependent on
foreign aid., espe-
cially from the United
States and the Inter-
national Monetary
Fund. — Agency

At least 8 people die trying to
cross the English Channel:
French authorities

NICE: At least eight people
died during a failed attempt
{0 cross the English Channel
from northem France, French

maritime authorities  said
Sunday
The incident occurred

Saturday just before mid-
night when authorities spot-
ted a boat, carrying dozens,
in distress near a beach in the
northern town of Amble-
teuse:

A French rescue ship was
deployed to the area and res-
cue services offered medical
assistance 10 53 migrants on
the beach, a statement from
the French maritime authori-
ties in charge of the Channel
and the North Sea said.

“Despite the emergency
care provided, eight people
have died” the statement
said.

No people were discov-
ered during the search at sea,
it added.

Six people were taken 10
hospital “in relative emer-
gency.” including a 10-
month-old baby with hy-
pothermia, Jacques Billant,
the Pas-de-Calais prefect,
told French media on Sun-
day. He said survivors of the
accident come from Eritrea,
Sudan, Syria, Afghanistan,
Egypt and Iran

Survivors of the tragedy
have been taken to the sports
hall in Ambleteuse, accord-
ing to a statement from the
prefecture of Pas-de-Calais
region. Prosecutor’s office in

Boulogne-sur-mer has
opened an investigation mto
the accident

The incident Saturday oc-
curred nearly two weeks afier
Tying migrants
ripped apart in the English
Channel as they attempted 1o
reach Britain from northern
France, plunging dozens into
the treacherous waterway
and leaving 12 dead, officials
said.

British officials  were
quick 1o express sadness over
another English Channel in-
cident

“It’'s awful,” Foreign Sec-
retary David Lammy told the
BBC. “It's a further loss of
life

w

The new Labour Party
government has pledged 1o
crack down on eriminal
gangs plying the channel
trade and had discussed with
European pariners “how we
2o after those gangs, in co-
operation upstream. ™

Europe’s  increasingly
strict asylum rules, growing
xenophobia and hostile

Ireatment (l{' migrants have

died or gone missing
trying to Cross o the UK
this year, according to the
International Organization
for Migration.

Other surveillance and
rescue operations are under-
way Sunday along the en-
tire Pas-de-Calais coast
amid stormy weather condi-
tions and agitated sea,
French maritime authorities
said. They warned anyone
who tries to cross the Chan-
nel on flimsy and over-
loaded boats and in often
difficult weather condirions
of “significant risks ™

on Sarurday, French
coast guard and navy ves-
sels rescued 200 people
from the treacherous wa-
ters in the Pas-de-Calais
area, according 1o a report
sent by French maritime
authorities in charge of the
Channel and the North
Sea— Agency

Haiti confirms 24 killed in

'horrible' gas truck blast

A fuel truck explosion on a
road in Haiti's southern
peninsula  on  Saturday
killed 24 people and left
half of the 40 injured sur-
vivors with third-degree
burns, the government said.
Haiti Prime Minister
Garry Conille visited the
site, near the coastal city of
Miragoane in the depart-
ment of Nippes, and said
some of the most seriously
injured victims were evacu-
ated by helicopter to receive
specialised care.
Ambulances were also
being sent as quickly as
possible to attend to others
with severe burns and to re-
lieve overcrowded local
hospllalh
t's a horrible scene
we've just lived through.
Many dozens of victims,
wounded, severely burned,”
Conille said in a video dis-
tributed by the government.
The injured were mostly
men, as well as three
women and a child, accord-
ing to a report from Haiti's
emergency services, which
did not give any details
about the identities of the
dead.
Another 15 people sus-

tained sownd-dcgrtt burns,
the report said.

A witness to the incident
said the truck’s gas tank had
been punctured by another
vehicle, and people had
rushed to the site to collect
fuel

“There were a lot of peo-
ple. Those who were clo
to the truck got pulverised,”
the man, who did not gi
his name, said in a vide
terview with local outlet
Echo Haiti M;

A similar

tien killed at least 60 peo-
ple, after people were also
thought to have been at-
tempting to take fuel from a
tanker truck

Fuel deliveries to the
Miragoane area  have

a8
trucks were transported via
ferry to avoid gang-con-
trolled highways surround-
ing the capital of Port-au-
Prince.

The spread of gangs in
the capital and surrounding
areas has fuelled a humani-

¢ tarian crisis with mass dis-

placements, sexual vio-

¢ lence, child recruitment and
widespread hunger. A state
of emergency 15 now in
place nationwide,

Haiti's civil protection
agency reported the identi-

who suffered burns over
80% of their bodies, and
were being treated in a hos-
pital in Les Cayes, in south-
ern Haiti, — Agency

Meet Amid

New Delhi: The top com-
manders of the Indian Navy
will hold a meeting to review
the security situation in and
around the country from
Tuesday amid growing insta-
bility in the region.

The regime change in
Bangladesh and an increas-
ing influence of extremist

the emerging security con-
cerns that is expected to
come up for discussion at the
nlc.um; Another key con-
cem is growing Chinese ac-
tivities and military support
1o Pakistan.

The meeting will be held
in the new Naval Headquar-
ters in Delhi from September
17 for four days, defence of-
ficials said according to news
agency ANL It will be the
first conference since Admi-
ral Dinesh K Tripathi took
aver as the Chief of Naval

radical groups there is one of

Indian Navy's Top

Bangladesh

Crisis, China's
Aggresswe Tactics

Staff in April this year.

€ announcement cones
after Defence Minister Raj-
nath Singh's recent call to the
defence forces to be ready
for the unexpected at the
Joint Commanders' Confer-
ence in Lucknow.

Creation of new theatre
commands will also be taken
up for discussion at the meet-
ing.

The Admiral has in-
structed all commanders to
maintain high operational
preparedness at all fimes.

The Navy will also re-
view its operations in the
Gulf of Aden, where it
achieved a lot of success
against pirates and drone at-
tacks early this vear.

The force holds its com-
mander's conference twice a
year, where all senior officers
give their inputs and presen-
tations — Agency

The post came as a surprise,

Donald Trump: "I HATE
mer president said on his so-
cial media platform Truth
Social on Sunday.

Though the all-caps post
came without accompanying
commentary or explanation,
the context was clear

On Tuesday, just minutes
afier a debate with Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris that Re-
publican Trump was widely
seen as losing, the superstar
singer/songwriter posted a
message on Instagram saying
she would be voting fos
Democratic rival, calling
Harris a “steady-handed,
gifted leader.”

Celebrity endorsements
rarely  carry  enormous
wen,lu but the hugely popu-
lar Swift is seen as bei
class of her own, with more
than 100 million followers
on social-media -- 10 million
of whom "liked" her Insta-
oram post

@

even from the provocative i

TAYLOR SWIFT!" the for- s

rina -

"I Hate Taylor Swift'':
Donald Trump After Singer
Endorses Kamala Harris

“Going after Taylor Swifi

nuinely bad campaign
said one poster on
media platform X
"Taylor lbesnl get mad, she
ets even.”

It was not clear what
Trump hoped to gain by at-
tacking Swift, though he may
calculate that any publicity 15
beteer than none

He has been criricized,
even by fellow Republi-
cans, for his recent associa-
tion  with  conspi
minded right-wing
influencer Laura Loomer,
who has ar times Jomed
him on his campaign plane.

The Jl-year-old
Loomer -- who has called
the Sept. 11 terror attacks
an “inside job™ and said
some recant mass shootings
were staged by Democrats
recently suggested that
Swift had entered an
"arranged relationship” with
foothall star Travis Kelce
"o influence the 2024 elec-
tion "— Agency

Tasmanian Skull Theft:
150-Year-Old Crime Still
DlVldlng A City

and  politician  Willian
Crowther allegedly stole the
skull of an Aboriginal leader,
‘William Larme, from a Hobart
morgue. Todzy, the crime con-
tlmu.- to spark debate in the
as the statue of Crowther,
onee towering over a central
square, lies in ruins — its feet
severed by wvandals. In the
heart of Hobart, Tasmania, the
bronze monument once stood
over the oak-lined square. The
statue, earlier, was cut down at
the ankles, leaving only sev-
ered bronze feet behind, the
BBEC reported. The vandalism,
along with the words "what
woes around” spray-painted on
its base, symbolised a larger
struzule —a debate about colo-
nialism, racism and the dark
history of Tasmania's treat-
ment of its Aboriginal people.
William Crowther's notoniety
stems from an event that took
place over 150 years ago,

when he allegedly broke into

a morgue and mutilated the
body of William Lanne, an
Aboriginal leader. Lanne's
skull was stolen and later sent
overseas as a trophy, which
showed the colonisers' view of
Tasmanian Aboriginal people
as extinet. Tod 4

Aboriginal community s
Crowther as a symbol of colo-
nial brutality and erasure.
William Lanne, often referr,
to as the last "full-bloode
4|JU‘I'\LII'I¢{| Tasmanian

population and their mistreat-
ment by British colonisers.
Born around 1835, Lanne
was part of the Palawa peo-
ple, the onginal inhabitants of
Tasmania (formerly Van
Diemen's Land). Lanne w:
forcibly removed from his
homeland and lived through
two natorious camps estab-
lished to confine Aboriginal
people —Agency

Donald Trump Safe After
"Gunshots In His Vicinity"
At Florida Golf Club

Washington: Donald Trump's
campaign reported Sunday
that there had been "gun-
shots in his vicinity" but
added that the Republican
presidential candidate was
safe.

"President Trump is safe
following gunshots in his
vicinity. No further details at
this time," said a statement
from his campaign
spokesman Steven Cheung

Trump had been golfing
at his golf course in West
Palm Beach, Florida, not far
from his Mar-a-Lago resi-
dence, during a day away
from the presidential cam-
paign, multiple media re-
ports said.

It was unclear who had
fired the shots, and there was
no immediate indication that
Trump had been targeted.

Some reports said the
gunfire was between two
people in a dispute near the
Course.

Still, it came amid height-
ened concern for the candi-
date’s safety -- just two
manths after the former pres-
ident was wounded in the ear
when a gunman opened fire
during a Trump rally in

Pennsylvania.

The US Secret Service,
tasked with protecting presi-
dents, former presidents and
other dignitanies, faced criti-
cism after the Pennsylvania
incident. The head of the
agency later resigned, and at
least five of its agents were

leave.—Agency

Hamas Official Says Group
Has ""High Ability" To
Continue Gaza War

A senior Hamas official
told AFP on Sunday that
the Palestinian Islamist
movement had ample re-
sources to continue fight-
ing Israel despite losses
sustained over more than
Il months of war in
Gaza.

"The resistance has a

Osama Hamdan told AFP
during an interview in Is-
tanbul.

"There were mar:
and there were sa
fices... but in return there
was an accumulation of
experiences and the re-
cruitment of new genera-
tions into the resistance.”

His comments came
less than a week after 1s-
raeli Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant told jour-
nalists  that Hamas,
whose October 7 attack
triggered the war, "no
longer exists" as a mili-
tary formation in Gaza

"The number of casu-
alties... is much less than
what is expected in a bat-
tle of this size, level and
breadth," Hamdan said
on Sunday

Tsraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin  Netanyahu
launched retaliatory mil-
itary operations to de-
stroy Hamas after the
group's surprise attack on
southern Israel, which re-

/TS

sulted in the deaths of

1,205 people, maostly
civilians, according to an
AFP tally based on Is-
raeli official figures

The Israeli military
campaign has killed at

least 41,206 people in
Gaza, according to the
Hamas-run  ferritory's
health ministry, which
does not provide break-
downs of civilian and
militant deaths.
Militants also seized
251 hostages on October
7, 97 of whom are still
held in Gaza, including
33 the Israeli military
says are dead
Netanyahu is facing
mounting domestic pres-
sure to seal a deal in
which hostages would be
released in exchange for
Palestinian prisoners
Tsrael's announcement
this month that the bod-
ies of six hostages had
been recovered from a
tunnel in Gaza after they
were "executed" by
Hamas spurred an out-
pouring of grief and

anger, leading to a brief

general strike and large-
scale demonstrations that
continued in Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem on Saturday
night.

But months of negoti-
ations aimed at securing
a truce -- mediared by the

United States, Egypt and
Qatar -- have apparently
stalled

In the interview on
Sunday, Hamdan said the
United States, Israel's
maost important military
backer, was not doin
enough to force conce
sions from Netanyah
that would end the blood-
shed.

"The American admin-
istration does not exert
sufficient or appropriate
pressure on the Israeli
side," Hamdan said

"Rather it is trying to
justify the Israeli side's
evasion of any commit-
ment."

During two press con-
ferences after officials
announced the deaths of
the six hostages earlier
this menth, Netanyahu
said it was Hamas who
refused to compromise
and vowed "not to give in
10 pressure” on remain-
ing sticking points.

He also said lIsrael's
military campaign had

killed "no less than
17.000° Hamas mili-
tants —Agency

UN chief underscores
importance of democracy,
warns against threat of
unchecked AI

UNITED NATIONS: UN
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres Sunday
reaffirmed the impor-
tance of upholding free
speech, civil liberties
and the rule of law, as
well as ensuring ac-
countable institutions
and protecting human
hts, while warning
artificial intelli-
gence (Al) posed a treat
to democracy.

“This especially
crucial in a year where
more than 50 countries —
representing half of the
global pcpu]al\on — are
holding elections,

UN chief said in a mes-
sage marking Interna-
lional Day of Democ-
racy

‘ltt these rights and
values are under attack
around the world. Free-
doms are being eroded.
Civic space is diminish-
ing. Polarization is in-
tensifying. L\nd mistrust
is growing,” he said.

Pointing out that this
year’'s Democracy Day
focuses on Al Guterres
said, “Left unchecked,
the dangers posed by ar-
tificial intelligence
could have serious im-
plications for democ-
racy, peace, and stabil-

is

“This can start with

7 the 4

the proliferation of 1
and disinformation, the
spread of hate speech
and the use of so-called
deepfakes”
Despite the dangers
al intelligence has
tial to play a
e role in strength-
ening democratic sys-
tems, he added, noting
that AT can promote full
and active public partici-
pation, enhance equality
and contribute to human
development.

“Al can boost educa-
tion on  democratic
processes, and shape
more inclusive civie
spaces where people
have a say in decisions
and can hold decision-
makers to account,” the
UN chief s

By utilizing Al for
good governance, coun-
trigs can create more
transparent and account-
able systems, that allow

citizens to engage more
effectively, he said
However, this will re-
quire effective gover-
nance of Al at all levels,
including internation-
ally.

Guterres also high-
lighted the recent report
of the UN’s High-Level
Advisory Body on Artifi-
cial Intelligence with rec-
ommendations on har-
nessing the benefits of Al

while mitigating the
risks, “The message
clear: Al must serve hu-

manity equitably and
safely he stressed,
addlns_l that the upcoming
Summit of the Future
will be a critical platform
for nations to discuss
wiys to strengthen inter-
national cooperation on
Al “On this International
Day of Democracy, let us
keep working to build a
more inclusive, just, and
equal world. " —Agency
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Sindh Governor Honors
Notable Figures With
Honorary Doctorates

KARACHI: Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Khan Tessori
has conferred honorary
docterate degrees upon
several distinguished in-
dividuals in recognition
of their exceptional con-
tributions to diplemacy
and international rela-
tions. Among the hon-
orees were Iran's Consul
General Hassan Nourian
and Bahrain's Consul
General Abdullah Ahmed
Bughous.

The awards were pre-
sented during a special
convocation of Jlinnah
University for Women,
Karachi, held at the Gov-
ernor House. In his ad-
dress, Governor Tessori
praised the honorees for
their significant efforts in
advancing diplomacy and
promoting global devel-
opment. He stressed the
importance of recogniz-
ing those who serve with
dedication, noting that
such recognition inspires
athers and contributes to

national progress. wavering commitment to
The list of recipients fostering dialogue, re-
also included Farhan solving conflicts, and ad-
Hanif, Arshad Wali dressing global issues,
Muhammad, Ms. Akram which has set high stan-
Khatoon, Haji Hanif dards of excellence
Tayyab, and Syed Tessori

Gevernor
Nadeem Raza Sarwar. concluded his speech by

Governor Tessori com- noting that awarding
mended their cutstanding these henorary doctor-
achievements in various ates not only celebrates
fields, emphasizing their their past accomplish-
crucial role in enhancing ments but also reflects
international relations and the values of dedication
driving development. He and service they em-
acknowledged their un- body —RT

Ombudsman Rescues University
Student's Academic Year From
Administrative Error

KARACHI
Ombudsman
Muhammad Sehail Ra—
jput has intervened to
protect the academic
vear of Owais Ahmed
Bhayo, a Clinical Phar-
macy student at Shah
Abdul Latif University
Owais Ahmed, who is
in his second semester,
was mistakenly declared
as having failed his
exams despite maintain-
ing an excellent aca-

Pruvim;ml

demic record. In re-
sponse to this
discrepancy, Owais

Ahmed submitted a peti-
tion to the provincial
ombudsman, which led

. westigation.

to a comprehensive in- recognized Owais
Ahmed Bhayo as having

The investigation un- passed his  Clinical
covered that the univer- Pharmacy exams.
sity administration had thereby preserving his
made a significant error academic year. Owais

in declaring Owais Ahmed expressed his
Ahmed as failed. Fol- gratitude, describing the
lowing this, Ombuds- decision as a triumph
man Dr. Rajput issued for justice that allows

directives 1o the univer- him to continue his
sity, including the Con- studies
troller of Examinations, Dr. Muhammad So-
to correct the mistake hail Rajput also directed
and ensure fairness the university to adopt
In compliance with more equitable practices
the ombudsman’s or- in handling student mat-
ders, the university ad- ters and to safeguard ac-
ministration has re- ademic rights to prevent
versed its earlier similar issues in the fu-
decision and officially ture —RT/Agency

Successful Wrap-Up Of

'Jom! Malaysia Chalo!'

Event Held At Dolmen
Mall Cllfton

KARACHI:
General of

The Consulate
Malaysia in

Karachi is delighted to an- |

nounce the successful con-
clusion of the 'Jom! Malaysia
Chalo! evenr, which 1ok
place ar Dolmen Mall Clifion
from 13 w 15 5
2024. This enga
day event effectively high-
lighted Malaysia's higher ed-
ucation opportunities,
tourism artractions, and cul-
tural heritage, drawing sub-
stantial public interest

The event featured exhi-
h][inns from 12 leading
s, oiffer-

= i

B

with traditional Malaysian
cultural performances, pro-
viding a glimpse into

mL Pakistani students and
their families valuahle infor-
mation about academic pro-

grams, scholarships, and
study  opportunities  in
Malaysia. Additionally.

Tourism Malaysia and Batik
Air showcased travel experi-
ences and affordable flight
options between Karachi and
Kuala Lumpur.

A standout moment of the
event was the official launch
ceremony on 14 t

Malaysia's rich cultural tap-
esiy
During the launch, Mr.
Herman Hardynata Ahmad,
Consul General of Malaysia
in Karachi, addressed the au-
dience, expressing gratitude
to participants, partners, and

are proud to present Malaysia
as a premier destination for
Pakistani students and travel-
15"

The event atrracted a di-
verse audience, including
students, families, travelers,
and business professionals,
all eager to explore the op-
portunities Malaysia has to
offer

®

The Consulate General of
Malaysia in Karachi extends

attendees. He emphasized the
significance of the event in

Eid Mllad un-Nabi
Celebrations At
Governor House

KARACHI:  Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tes-
sori highlighted the sig-
nificance of adhering to

o | the teachings of the Holy

Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) during a special
gathering at the Gover-
nor House to celebrate
Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(PBUH). He emphasized
that  following  the
Prophet's teachings is
crucial for leading a
meaningful life, and that
the system of Mustafa
(PBUH) provides solu-
tions to all societal chal-
lenges.

The Governor House
was adorned with vibrant
lights and decorations,
creating a festive and up-
lifting ambiance for the
occasion. In his address,
Governor  Tessori ex-
pressed his appreciation
for being appointed on
the auspicious day of

12th Rabi-ul-Awwal and
announced that there
would be a series of 12
gatherings  throughout
the month of Rabi-ul-
Awwal, including a
Khatm-e-Nabuwwat con-
ference, to commemorate
Eid Milad-un-Nabi
(PBUH)

The event concluded
with heartfelt prayers for
the prosperity and ad-
vancement of the nation.
Pir Muhammad Hassan
Haseeb ur Rehman, Saj-
jada Nashin of Darbar
Aalia Muhammadiya Ei-

dgah Sharif in
Rawalpindi, delivered a
special address, and

renowned Naat reciters
such as Ghulam Mustafa
and Aamir Fayyazi en-
thralled the audience
with their devotional
recitations in praise of
the Holy Prophet
(PBUH).—RT/Agency

Three Passengers At
Karachi Airport

Suspected

Hospitalized For Testing

E MONKEYPOX X ViRUS
— Thurowmn o
-

Of Mpox;

i

4

KARACHI: On Sunday,
three passengers arriving
at Karachi's Jinnah Inter-
national Airport were sus-
pected of having mpox,
according to reports. The
passengers, who were re-
turning from Middle East-
ern countries, have been
transferred to the Sindh
government's Infectious
Diseases Hospital for fur-
ther evaluation

They will be placed in
isolation until their test re-
sults are available. As of
now, Pakistan has reported
a 1otal of six confirmed
mpox cases, with the ma-

jority in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Mpox, a virus that
presents  with  flu-like

symptoms and pus-filled

lesions, is generally mild
but can be severe or fatal
in certain cases. Those at
higher risk include chil-
dren, pregnant women,
and individuals with com-
promised immune
tems

In August, the World
Health Organization de-
clared the recent mpox
outbreak a public health
emergency of international
concern, particularly fol-
lowing the emergence of a
new variant. The outbreak,
which began in January
2023, has resulted in
over 27,000 cases and
more than 1,100 deaths,
primarily affecting
children in the Democ-
ratic  Republic  of
Congo—RT/Agency.

Police Discover Body

Of Officer At Karachi |
Station; Another Body.
Found In Sultanabad -

KARACHI: The body of a
police officer, which had
been deceased for three days,
was discovered in a barracks
at the Nabi Bakhsh police
station in Karachi. The de-
ceased has been identified as
5ik-year-old Assistant Sub-In-
spector (ASI) Ghulam Sar-
war

According to police offi-
cials, AST Sarwar, who was
part of the Investigation

ond floor of the starion Ihel

Saeed Ghani Urges Media To
Support Efforts Against Illegal
Constructions In Karachi

KARACHL Sindh Local
Government  Minister,
Saeed Ghani, has called on
the media to assist the
provincial government in
curbing the construction of
illegal buildings across
Karachi. He made this ap-
peal while speaking as the
chief guest at an event or-
ganized by the Local Bod-
ies Reporters” Association
(LBRA) at the KMC
Sports Complex. The cere-
mony recognized the life-
time achievements of vet-
eran journalist Shehzad
Chughtai

During his address,
Ghani expressed dissatis-
faction with the perform-
ance of the Sindh Building
Control Authoerity, noting
that thousands of illegal
structures had been erected
in the city over the years.
He stressed the importance
of media collaboration in
preventing the further rise
of such constructions, urg-
ing journalists to report on
these matters factually to

edged the shortcomings of
various municipal agen-

cies, stating that they had
not been able to serve the
public effectively. He as-
sured  attendees  that
provincial authorities
would take notice of fac-
tual news reports and act
accordingly. Ghani also
emphasized his longstand-
ing, amicable relations
with the media, despite oc-
casional differences of
opinion.

raising Shehzad
Chughtai’s contributions to
journalism, Ghani de-
scribed him as an institu-
tion within the field, en-
couraging younger
journalists to learn from

his experience. He also
welcomed the opportunity
to act as a patron for
LBRA, the represent
body of reporters covering
municipal affairs.

Former Karachi Press
Club  President. Imtiaz
Khan Faran, also spoke at
the event, suggesting that
media should hold canton-
ment boards and DHA ac-
countable for their per-
formance in  serving
residents. LBRA General
Seccretary, Imran  Ali
Shah, reinforced the re-
quest for Ghani to as-
sume a patron role for the
association —RT

PSQCA Highlights Role In
Quality Assurance At IEEE
Exhlbltlon

KARACHI: The Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers Pakistan (IEEEF)
successfully hosted a three-

day exhibition at the Karachi

Expo Center. The Pakistan
Standards and Quality Con-
trol Authority (PSQCA) took
part in the event, with repre-

sentatives including Media §
Mujeeb-ur- §

In-charge M.
Rahman Solangi, Assistant
Directors Engineer Bashir
Ahmad, Imtiaz Ali Memon
and Engineer Ayaz Hussain
Abro. They engaged with a-
tendess, explaining PSQCA's
role in upholding quality and
standards

The PSQCA booth drew |

thousands of visitors eager to
learn about the organization's
imitiatives, with representa-

tives handing out brochures

and educational materials
The event, organized by En-
gineer Ahmed Zubair, was
lauded for its successful exe-

cution and diverse display of
electrical and  electronic
products. During the closing
ceremony, shields and certifi-

cates were awarded to no-
table guests in acknowledg-
ment of their contribu-
tions —RT

Pakistani Government

bady has been transferred ml
acivil hospital for further ex-

Enforces Essential Services Act

i ' In DISCOs To Curb Protests

In aseparate case, author- |
ities also reported the discov- g ISLAMABAD: The Pak-
ery of another police officer's ¢ istan government has im-
body in a residence in the plemented the Essential
Sultanabad  area  of  Services Act across DIS-
Karachi. Preliminary re- ¥ COs, NTDC, and GENCOs

ports suggest that this offi-
cer may have been de-

strengthening Malaysia-Pak-
istan relations, stating, "This
event is a testament to
hh a}'sms dedl(atlon to

2024 at 4:00 PM. The cere-
mony captivated attendees

wnh Paklstan Especmll\ in
education and tourism. We

its heartfelt thanks to every-
one who contributed to the
success of the event and
looks forward to organizing

future initiatives that further |
strengthen the bond be‘tween
M'ilaysla and Pakistan —RT

Governor Tessori:
Democracy In Pakistan Has

Grown Stronger

KARACHI: On the occa-
sion of the International
Day of Democracy, Gov-
ernor  Sindh  Kamran
Khan Tessori affirmed
that democracy is essen-
tial for ensuring the well-
being of the people. He
emphasized that Parlia-
ment is the highest au-
thority and must be re-
spected by all.

Reflecting  on  the

progress of democracy in B

Pakistan, Tessori  re-
marked that the country's
democratic system has
become more stable and
resilient compared to pre-
vious years. He pointed
out that embracing mod-

ern technologies, includ-
ing artificial intelligence,
could further enhance the
democratic process by
addressing existing chal-
lenges.
Tessori

also com-

mended the efforts of al
involved in fortifying an

maintaining democracy II'I: racy.”

Pakistan,

tions to its
ment —RT/Agency

1 ISL.-\MABAD
Tel

1 government wanted to “con-
§ tain” the judic:

advance- D PTI lawmakers will not be
Nconsidered. The PTI law-

ceased for approximately 1
two days —RT/Agency |

branch, was found dead in a
barracks located on the sec-

i Barrister Ali Zafar Accuses
+ Government Of Trying To
‘Restrict’ J udiciary

Pakistan makers will not go to cast
- their votes in the Senate,”

Zatar maintained

Few days bac] Zafan.md
that the apology was "not
goud enough” for his party
leaders' arrest.

Expressing his thoughts
- during the Senate session,
Zafar smid: "The premier or
d- interior minister will have to
tender the resignation. If you
will not do this, then it wall
bee up to your conscience.”

“The arrest of the law-
makers from the Parliament
House is condemnable.” said
Zafar—RT/Agency

¢ thg attack on the dc.mut

“The Supreme Court em-
phasised that the vote of the

Jon

o prevent expected protests

against the privatization of
these state-owned power
companies, media reported
Sunday,  quoting
sources

According to sources
the Essential Services Act
has been enforced for six
months in DISCOs, NTDC
and GENCOs to prevent
employees from going on
strikes as the Pakistan gov-
ernment is planning privati-
sation of these loss-making

state-owned entities

The act also places re-
strictions on union activi-
ties  within  DISCOs,
NTDC, and GENCOs,
sources added

It is anticipated that
unions and employees from
DISCOs, NTDC, and GEN-
C0s may stage protests, but
any violation of the Essen-
tial Services Act will result
in strict action, according to
sOUrces

On August 2, the federal
government okayed the pri-
wvatisation of 13 power dis-
tribution companies as the
Ministry of Energy un-
veiled a plan to privatise

these entities in phases

According to the notifi-
cation, the Ministry of En-
ergy has also issued direc-
tives for the privatisation of
12 organizations in the
power sector

The privatisation
process will be carried out
in phases, with the first
phase involving the privati-
zation of four Discos. The
four power companies in-
clude FESCO, GEPCO,
HESCO, and [ESCO.

The second phase will
include the privatisation of
MEPCO, and
other companies, as per the
notification —RT/Agency

Sanjrani Promises 'Positive
Developments' For
Government And Public

ISLAMABAD: Former Sen-
ate chairman Sadig Sanjran
said on Sunday that the gov-
ernment and nation will get
"good news".

Expressing his thoughts,
Sanjrani said: "The govem-
ment has informed us about
the key clauses in line with
the constitutional amendment
bill. We will make the deci-
sion after the special commit-
tee meeting.

"It is premature to say
anything about the matter,”

he said.

Separately, Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) senior
leader Syed Khursheed
Shah said the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) needs
to change the "attitude in
Time with the constitutional

package."

Expressing his thoughts,
Shah said: "Whatever step
we will take, it will be
meant for the betterment of
the institutions and the
country.” "We will look for-
ward to addressing the prob-
lems in a pleasant way. We
will take Fazlur Rehman on
board on every matter,” said
Shah. He maintained: "We
will look to ensure that all
the parties will come on one
page."—RT/Agency




"There are two

things a

should never be angry at, what
they can help, and what they
cannot."

—Plato
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PTI Condemns 'Attack On SC' And
Opposes Proposed Changes To Judges'
Tenure And Retirement Age

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)} on
Sunday fiercely resisted a
proposed  constitutional
amendment the government
is pushing through parlia-
ment, rejecting both the ex-
tension of judges' tenure and
the increase in their retire-
ment age.

The government, deter-
mined to press ahead with
legislation affecting the su-
perior judiciary, is scram-
bling to court members from
various political parties.

he proposed amend-
ments aim to increase the re-
tirement age of superior
judges by three years, spark-
ing controversy and a politi-
cal tug-of-war between the
government and the opposi-
tion.

Currently, Article 179 of
the Constitution states that a
Supreme Court judge shall
hold office until the age of
65, while Article 195 sets
the retirement age for high
court judges at 62

Speaking on private tv
on Friday, the government's
legal affairs spokesperson,
Barrister Ageel Malik, con-
firmed that the government

is also considering revising
the seniority principle in the
appointment of the top
judge.
Currently, Article 175A
of the Constitution man-
dates that the senior-most
judge of the Supreme Court
be appointed as the Chief
J ¢ of Pakistan (CIP}
based on seniority. Well-
placed sources informed
media on Saturday that the
government, through the
proposed  constitutional
amendment, plans to estab-
lish a censtitutional court
and amend Article 63-A,
which addresses the defec-
tion of lawmakers.

Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar echoed similar

sentiments in the upper
house of parliament, stating
that the "Constitutional Bill'
aligned with the provisions
of the Charter of Democracy
(COD), endorsed by all po-
litical parties. including
Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf

)
Speaking to media, PTI
Chairman Barrister Gohar
Khan stressed that such sig-
nificant changes in the con-
st should only b\, leg-
islated in the nation’s and
country's  best  interest,
rather than for personal
gains, However, he wamed

the govemment against
“touching" the Supreme
Court

When asked about his

meeting with Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman,
Gohar acknowledged that
"offers" were part of politics
but clarified that the PTI had
not made one.

"1 believe Maulana has
taken a principled stance [on
this matter]. and he is stick-
ing to it. Judges should not
be granted extensions, nor
should their [retirement] age
be increased," he said. The
PTI chairman warned that if
passed, the legislation
would tamish the judiciary’s
reputation and compromise
the judicial system.On the
other hand, Advisor to the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister on Information,
Barrister Muhammad Ali
Saif, called the constitu-
tional amendment nothing
short of treason, describing
it as an ambush on the
Supreme Court.

He further criticised the
'phoney’ govermment for at-
tempting to introduce a no-
torious amendment to the
Constitution. The KP CM’s
advisor also picked apart the
Pakistan People's  Party
{PPP) for being in cahoots

with the government on the
legislation. “Bilawal Bhutto,
the grandson of the constitu-
tion's  founder, Zulfikar
Bhutto, is spearheading the
amendments,” he said. Saif
further claimed that the
coalition government was
running from pillar to post
to secure the “magic num-
ber."Separately, speaking to
the media, PTI chief Gohar
said such unconstitutional
amendments should not be
passed by the parliament.
Condemning the lack of
transparency, Gohar said
that the content of the legis-
lation had not yet been re-
vealed. “We haven't even
studied it. Is this amend-
ment meant to target the ju-
dludr\"’ he questioned.
government born in
the ll(.ﬂd of night does
evervthing in the dark of
night "Referring to discus-
sions with the JUI-F chief,
Gohar expressed hope that
the politico would continue
to stand for the judiciary,
describing him as a “shrewd
politician.” He reaffirmed
the PTI parliamentarians'
full support for the party's
stance —RT/Agency

Farooq Sattar Suggests MQM-P
Might Support Constitutional
Amendment For National Interest

ISLAMABAD: Leader of the
Muttahida Qaumi Movement
(MOM) Pakistan Faroog Sat-
tar has stated that the party
"could support” a constitu-
tional amendment if it serves
a "greater national interest™

Speaking to the media
after an informal meeting at
the Speaker's Chamber, Sat-
tar acknowledged that such
legislation is generally not
favoured

Still, he emphasised that
"if a constitutional amend-
ment is necessary for the
country’s stability, it should
be made."

Sattar highlighted that the

amendment includes  re-
forms, outlining all relevant
opics.

"We will make a decision
once we receive the detailed
content,” he added

He also mentioned that
Jamiat Ulema-g-1Islam {JUL-
F) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman had some secondary
disagreements but under-
stood most issues

Yesterday, the ruling
coalition reached out to the
JUIL-F chief to seek his sup-
port for proposed constitu-
tional amendments on Satur-
day night, according 1o
sources. The move came as
the lacks a cru-

vide assurances that it will
also address inflation and un-
employment.

"There are thousands of
unresolved cases. When will
they be addressed? he ques-
tioned

He also called for neces-
sary steps 1o resolve the eco-
nomic crisis, noting that judi-
cial decisions will not impact
the government’s two-thirds
majority in parliament.

Following the Supreme
Court's clarification on the
Election Commission of Pak-
istan (ECP) application re-
garding the implementation
of the July 12 order in the re-
served seats case, the fare of
the pmpmed constitutional

cial eight votes for the
amendments It was also re-
ported that a delegation from
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) also arrived at Fazlur
Rehman’s residence with a
similar goal but left without
meeting him after seeing the
government officials
there "The country cannot
move forward without re-
solving the constitutional and
political crises. We believe
stability is crucial for the na-
tion's future." Sattar stressed

Dr. Farooq Sattar further
urged the government to pro-

remains uncer-
tain, as it may be struck
down by the apex court due
1o several legal defects.
Although the government
has prepared to table the con-
stitutional amendment bill in
both houses of parliament
today (Sunday). the move is
expected to face legal chal-
lenges Similarly, the ECP
may face issues due to its
failure o fulfill its constitu-
tional obligation by imple-
menting the July 12 order Se-
rious questions have been
raised about the conduct of
the polls supervisory hody

due to its failure to hold the
weneral elections within the
mandated 90 days.

Serious concerns have
been raised about the fairness
of the Feb 8 general elec-
tions, with the PTI directly
accusing the ECP of com-
pliciry

The commission misinter-
preted the Jan 13 order by
failing to declare the PTl as a
parliamentary party. Addi-
tionally, the largest party was
denied reserved seats When
the election tribunals began
investigating the controversy
surrounding the Form 45 and
Form 47 results, the govern-
ment empowered the ECP o
appoint retired judges to
these tribunals On Friday,
Senior Supreme Court Judge
Justice Munib Akhtar has
walked our from the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan
(JCPYs  meeting  which
sought an explanation about
the status of a proposad con-
stitutional amendment

In a meeting of the com-
mission on May 3, Federal
Law Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar had requested the
commission to defer the
meeting because the Centre
was considering amending
Article 175A of the Consti-
tution —RT/Agency

Senate Chairman
Appoints Members To
Special Commlttee

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
the Senate, Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani, on Sunday, approved
the nominations from both
government and opposition
benches for the members of
the Special Committee.
According to the Senate
Secretariat, the nominated
members include the leader
of the Opposition Senator
Syed Shibli Faraz, Parlia-
mentary leader of the Pak-
istan Peoples Party Senator
Sherry Rehman, Parliamen-
tary leader of the Pakistan
Muslim League-N Senator
Irfan-ul-Hagque Siddiqui, Par-
liamentary leader of PTI Sen-
ator Ali Zafar, Parliamentary
leader of BAP Senator Man-
zoor Ahmed, Parliamentary

leader of JUIP Senator Atta
Ur Rehman, Parliamentary
leader of ANP Senator
Ajmal Wali Khan, Parlia-
mentary leader of MOM-P
Senator Syed Faisal Sub-
zwari, Parliamentary leader
of BNP Senator Muham-
mad Qasim, Parliamentary

leader of MWMP Senator
Raja Nasir Abbas, Parli
mentary leader of NP Sen.
tor Jan Muhammad, Parlia-
mentary leader of PML
Senator Kamil Ali Agha,
and Parliamentary leader of
SIC  Senator  Hamid
Khan —RT/Agency

Ahsan Announces $27 Billion
Investment From Friendly
Nations In Pakistan Over

The Coming Years

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning and Development
Ahsan Tgbal has said the gov-
emment is commined to
bringing socio-economic and
Jjudicial reforms to put the
country on the fast track eco-
nomic development, media
reported. In his televised re-
marks 1oday, he categorically
stated that nobody will be al-
lowed to play with the peace
and stabiliy of the
country. Strongly criticizing
the politics of PTL, he s
the party should play its
in the parliament instead of
taking to the streets. Ahsan
Iqbal said friendly countries
have extended assurance of
investing twenty seven bil-
lion dollars in Pakistan in the
next five years. He said
Saudi Arabia has announced
1o invest five billion dollars,
while the UAE and Kuwait
will each invest ten billion
dollars and Azerbaijan will
invest two billion dollars He
said these are the external

opportunities that are knock-
ing at our doors. He said it is
aur responsibility 1o take full
advantage of these opportu-
nities through continuity of
policies and reforms. Ahsan
Igbal said China has also
shown willingness for the
second phase of CPEC. He
said China has given assur-
ance for the establishment of
five new comidors including
that of growih, livelihood, in-
novation, green economy and
open regional inclusive de-
velopment The Minister for
Planning said that a Danish
company has announced to
invest rwo billion dollars in
Pakistan's Port Infrastruc-
ture. He regretted that PT1 is
trying o create impediments
in the way of this investment
He recalled that the party had
also tried 1o sabotage IMF
deal Ahsan Igbal said it is
important to bring reforms in
the judicial system as well 1o
attract the foreign invest-
ment —RT/Agency

Aleem Pledges Full
Support To Chinese
Companies Investing
In Pakistan

D:  Minister
for Board of Investment
and  Privatization Abdul
Aleem Khan has assured all
possible support to Chinese
companies for investing in
Pakistan

He was virtually ad-
dressing the opening ses-
sion of the Expo oﬂmt.rna-
tional Fair in Be ng
Minister said C|
nesses can get be

the best opportunities av: al\-

able in Pakistan like Special

Economic Zones, Export
e85

investment in agriculture,
livestock, and food process-
ing and mineral sectors in
Pakistan. More than 150
¢ entreprencurs from Pak-
istan are participating in the

Beijing fair —RT/Agency

Pakistan Expected To Secure
New IMF Bailout Package On
September 25, Says Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD:  Finance
Minister Muhammad Au-
rangzeb has said that the
country will secure an ex-
tended International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) programme
on September 25, media re-
ported on Sunday.

Speaking at the CFA So-
ciety of Pakistan's 21st An-
nual Excellence Awards, Au-
rangzeb expressed hope that
it will be the country's final
IMF programme. However,
he wamed that failure to sus-
tain reforms might lead to a
25th programme.

His remarks come as Is-
lamabad reached an agree-
ment with the Washington-
based lender on a $7 billion
37-month loan programme in
July earlier this year. How-
ever, the future of the bailout
package is subject to the ap-
proval of the Fund's execu-
tive board which is set to
convene on September 25
with Pakistan included in its
meeting agenda.

The country was required
o secure external financing
of 52 billion from bilateral
and commercial lenders as a
pre-requisite for the IMF
board's approval

It is to be noted that Pak-
istan owes §5 billion to Saudi
Arabia in the form of cash
deposits, along with 4§ bil-
lion and §3 billion from
China and the United Arab

Emirates {UAE),
tively.

Speaking on the cccasion,
the finance minister stressed
the need for macroeconomic
stability and said that Pak-
istan has previously experi-
mented with various eco-
nomic models, none of which
yielded the desired results.

On pensions, Aurangzeb
announced that any new fed-
eral government emplovees
would be required o con-
tribute to a defined-contribu-
tion pension scheme. He
stressed the need for Pak-
istan’s economic focus to
shift from imports to an ex-
pon-driven model.

The finance minster's
statement comes as th
cumbent go is also

respec-

increasing general sales tax
{GST) on properties, tractors
and other items.

Accepting another condi-
tion tabled by the global
lender, the government had
agreed to jack up valuation
tables for real estate in 42
cities by the end of Septem-
ber 2024 so the Federal Bu-
reau of Revenue (FBR) can
notify the revised rates in the
coming weeks.

The upcoming mini
budget will be introduced
after securing approval from
Frime  Minister  Shehbaz
Sharif and the federal cabi-
net

Either the money bill will
be laid down in parliament or
a presidential ordinance will

promul 1 but the final

sel to introduce a mini-
budget with an aim to gener-
ate around Rs630 billion in
revenue, primarly by crack-
ing down on tax evaders and

decision will be taken by the
government after consulting
with its political allies, espe-
cially the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP).—RT/Agency

Tarar Promises Proposed
Legislation Will Serve the
Nation's Collective Interests

ISLAMABAD: Information
Minister Attaullah Tarar dis-
pelled concerns about any
“person-specific” legislation,
reaffirming the govemment’s
commitment to delivering
speedy justice for the people
of Pakistan.

"Reforms are overdue to
ensure that the people of
Pakistan have access 10 swift
Justice," Tarar stated while
addressing the media inside
the Parliament House on
Sunday.

In response o a query, he
maintained that the govem-
ment would secure the nec-
essary numbers in both
Houses for the new legisla-
tion. "It is incorrect to be-
lieve that there is any per-
son-specific legislation. Our
focus is solely on the greater
good of the masses," he reir-
erated.

Tarar noted that all politi-
cal parties are united in their
goal 1o provide speedy jus-
tice at the doorstep of the
people He also mentioned
that a special committee,
consisting of allied parties, is
currently in session. Given
the national importance of
these reforms, he maintained
that the Cabinet would con-

vene shortly w0 discuss the
matter

When asked about Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam (F) leader
Maulana Fazl ur Rehman,
Tarar affirmed that he re-
mains an old ally and part-
ner.

Speaking to journalists,
the minister assured that any
proposed legislation would
be in the collective interest
of the nation. He noted that
the judiciary has faced de-
lays in resolving cases for
many decades, making it im-
perative 1o implement meas-
ures for quicker justice. Tarar
highlighted that all coalition
parties are represented on the
special committee formed 1o
address this issue. He also
mentioned that Pakistan Peo-

ple’s Party Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhunto Zardari and
Deputy Prime Minister Ishag
Dar had discussed the Char-
ter of Democracy as a frame-
work for judicial reforms.

“Any amendment on
matters of national concern
should benefit the entire
Pakistani nation,” he stated.
He pointed out thar legal
paps have often led to issues
such as unissued cause lists,
unserved notices, and de-
layed orders

The minister called for a
balanced system to address
these problems effectively
He added that a cabinet
meeting would be convenad
soon, with all cabiner mem-
bers present to discuss the
reforms —RT/Agency

Ahsan Javaid Sues Scotland
Yard Following Acquittal In £34

Million Money Laundermg Case

LONDON: Former money

exchange burean boss British f

Pakistani, Ahsan Javaid has
sued Scotland Yard to re-
caver nearly £600.000 con-
fiscated by the police after
the Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice (CPS) failed to prove it's
£34 million money launder-
ing case against him, leading
to conclusion of the hi
profile trial and the acquittal.
At the heart of Javaid's
case against the London po-
lice are his four laptops,
which the Scotland Yard offi-
cers seized during the raids in
November 2017 and returned
after nearly four years. Javaid
alleges his laptops were ma-
nipulated, tampered with,
passwords changed and key
evidence to support his nght-
ful ownership of the seized
cash was destroyed, follow-
ing his acquittal in the crimi-
nal case Javaid, his wife
Amna Gulzar and two others
were first arrested in Novem-
ber 2017 but charged in May
2018 with conspinng to laun-
der £34 million between
2012 and 2018, mainly to
Pakistan, with false identities
by setting sham companies
and accounts. They were ac-
cused of stashing away cash

3

th- in 43 bank accounts before

transferring the money from

the UK to Pakistan and other

countries but the trial con-
(.|llt|Ld amid ﬂi]lllnb by the

Homcw.rl e p
tumn the

nated at £600, UUO —
at the time of his acquittal in
October 2021. Now the
British Pakistani has taken
the police to the court over
discrimination, unfaimess
and wrongful acts The trial
concluded in October 2021 at
the  Snaresbrool
Court due to the
and catastrophic” disclosure
failings by the prosecution,
ill-prepar ess and the las
of evidence. Judge Charles
Falk stopped the trial and
condemned the CPS after the
prosecution bod ked for
more time to investigate and
prepare evidence — nearly

two months into the trial
scheduled “Catastrophic fail-
ure has come about because
the investigation exponen-
tially grew in size without
sufficient manpower, re-
SOUCes, training or expertise
being allocated to it”, the
judge had said Javaid and his
family celebrated the end of
trial and failure of the prose-
cution fo get a cniminal con-
wviction against them but his
dilemma didn’t end there as
the police told him that his
money will remain frozen
and forfeited by the police as

¢ a recoverable money under

the Proceeds of Crime Act
(POCA), which gives the
police power to seize
monies  without  formal
charges, on ground of suspi-
cions that the seized amount
is & recoverable property or
intended for use in unlawful
conduct. —RT/Agency
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