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Govt Racing To Restore
PIA’s UK Flights

LONDON: Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar said on Satur-
day that they are making ef-
forts to resume flights to and
from the United Kingdom as
soon as possible as the avia-
tion services between the two
countries remain suspended
for over four years.

"We have made every ef-
fort, even we changed the
laws as per the latest require-
ments of the Aviation Au-
thority of UK to solve the
issue of resumption of PIA
fMights," the deputy prime
minister. who is currently
visiting Britain, said while
addressing the Pakistani dias-
pora there.

PIA flights to Europe and
the UK were suspended after
the European Union's Avia-
tion Safety Agency (EASA)
revoked the national carrier's
authorisation to fly to the
bloe in 2020 in the aftermath
of a fake pilot licence scandal
in Pakistan.

The issue resulted in the
grounding of 262 of Pak-
istan’s 860 pilots, including
141 of P1A's 434, whose li-
cences were termed "dubi-

ous™ by the then aviation
minister Ghulam  Sarwar
Khan

The deputy prime minis-
ter, whi addrubalng the
event, said that an "irrespon-
sible statement” of a minister
from the former minister of
the Pakistan Tehn Insaf
(PT1)-led government
grounded all aircraft of the
country in Europe. UK and
the Western world.

He said the government
was taking two more actions
on privatisation of the Pak-
istan International Airlines
{PLA} and outsourcing of 1s-
lamabad International Air-
part.

Dar went on to say that
the process was moving on
the fast track. hoping that it
might be completed by the
middle of October,

He pointed out that Pak-
istan attached high impor-
tance to the long-standing

partnership with the UK and
the real pivot of the bilateral
relationship was Pakistam di-
as

.
Later, while addressing
the press conference in Lon-
don, the deputy PM further
said that discussions on the
resumption of PLA flight op-
erations were held with the
Eritish authorities while talks
with the European Union
were also underway.

“We are determined 1o
comply with the international
standards in the aviation sec-
tor. All out efforts are being
made for the resumption of
services,” he added. It may
e noted that Deputy PM Dar
had held meetings with UK
officials including his British
counterpart Angela Rayner,
on the sidelines of his
visit —RT/Agency

Qureshi Vows
Loyalty To Imran, Won’t
Consider Exit

LAHORE Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’ Vice-Chair-
man and former foreign
minister  Shah Mahmood
Qureshi has stated that he is
committed to Imran Khan
and would not consider leav-
ing the party

Shah Mahmood Qureshi
appeared before the court
during the hearing of the
May 9 vandalism cases at
the Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) Lahore

He mentioned that he
was not even in Punjab
when the cases were filed
and was arrested 14 months
later. Upon his release, he
was immediately re-arrested

in connection with the May g

9 cases.

Qureshi  said thar as
Imran Khan's deputy, he
could not even think of
abandoning the party

He criticised the authori-
ties for fearing his presence
into the public. He alleged
that the sudden rise in num-
ber of cases, allegedly 55
cases, against him was an at-
tempt to intimidate him, de-
spite his 40 years in politics
without a single case

He questioned why argu-

mems were not being pre-
sented in court by the prose-
cution, and accused the au-
es of intentionally
ng the process. He
urged the court to pass judg-

fthey believed he was

In an informal conversa-
tion with journalists after the
court session, Qureshi called
on PTI's ideological workers
to artend the upcoming rally.
He reminded that despite nu-
merous challenges, the na-
tion made correct decisions
on Feb 8

When asked about the
proposed judicial package
and increasing the number
of judges, Qureshi criticised
the bills as attempts to un-
dermine parliament. He sug-

gested that the details of the
bills should be presented in
front of the public.
Regarding the silence of
PTL President Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi, Qureshi ex-
plained that they were to-
gether in Adiala Jail and
confirmed that Elahi was in-
deed unwell

In response to queries
about his alleged connec-
tions with the Establishment,
Qureshi questioned why he
would be in jail if he was as-
sociated with them

He criticised the internal
party campaign against him
and challenged anyone to
ask Imran Khan who else
stood with him from the
core cabinet other than
himself —RT/Agency

Security Forces
Foil FC HQ Attack, Kill
4 Terrorists

RAWALPINDI: The security
forces thwarted a deadly at-
tack on a Frontier Corps
Headquarters, killing a group
of four suicide bombers in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's
Mohmand district, the mili-
tary’s media wing said on
Saturday.

According to the Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the armed militants
were wiped out in early
hours of Friday as they tried
to attack the FC H

"The attempt to enter the

tantly the khaw.m\ all four
suicide bombers, were sent
to hell before they could
cause the intended damage,”
it sa

T|1|. ISPR said sanitisa-
tion operation was being
conducted to eliminate any
other terrorists found in the
ares

“Pakistan security forces
stand valiant, with the sheer

determination and resolve, to
wipe out the menace of fer-
ronsm from the country,” the

¢ military’s media wing said

On the other hand, five

- terrorists were killed i an

exchange of fire with secu-
rity forces in Surkhab
refugee camp in Pishin dis-
trict.

According to a
spokesman of the Counter
Terrorism Department

{CTD) on Saturday, a huge
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion was recovered from the
den of the killed terrorists.
Addressing a ceremony

T
held at the GLnud\ Htad-
quarters (GHOQ)), Rawalpindi,
in connection with the De-

Muhammad Shehbaz Shar\f
on Friday reaffirmed his
povermnment’s unwavering
commitment to combating
terrorism. On this occasion,
he pledged to continue the on-
going operation against Fina-
al-Khwarij until their com-
plete eradication. “All our
armed forces and law enfore-
ing agencies will continue
their operation for which there
is a national consensus,” he
had said —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: The coali-
tion government led by the
PML-N is renegotiating con-
tracts  with  independent
power producers (IPPs) to
rein in "unsustainable” elec-
tricity tariffs, Energy Minis-
ter Awais Leghar said as
households and businesses
buckle under soaring energy
GOSts.

Rising power tariffs have
stirred social unrest and shut-
tered industries in the $350
billion economy, which has
contracted twice in recent
years as inflation hit record
highs.

"The existing price struc-
ture of power in this country
is not sustainable," Awais
Leghari. the federal minister
heading Power Division, told
Reuters in an interview on
Friday

Amid Soaring Costs

He said discussions were
underway between power
producers and the govern-
ment because "there is a
clear understanding on both
sides that the status quo can't
be maintained."

Leghari stressed that all
cholders would haw o
ein fo a certain point” —
1hough without compromis-
ing completely on business

:ﬂa

sustainability — and this
would have to be done "as
so0n as possible”.

Faced with chronic shor-
ages a decade ago, Pakistan
approved dozens of private
projects by the IPPs. fi-
nanced mostly by foreign
lenders. The incentivised
deals included high guaran-
teed returns and commit-
ments to even pay for unused

POWEL

However, a sustained

1 el
economic crisis has slashed

power consumption, leaving

A the country with excess ca-

pacity that it needs to pay
for.

Sheort of funds, the gov-
ermment has built those fixed
costs and capacity payments
into consumer bills, sparking
protests by domestic users
and industrial associations.

Four sources in the power
sector told Reuters changes
to contracts demanded in-
cluded slashing guaranteed
returns, capping dollar rates
and moving away from pay-
ing for unused power. The
sources requested anony mity
as they were not authorised
to speak to the media. En-
ergy sector viability was the
focus of a critical staff level

Govt In Talks To Slash Power Tariffs

pact in May with the Intemna-
tional Monetary Fund {IMF)
for a §7 billion balout. The
IMF's staff report stressed the
need to revisit power deals.
Pakistan has already initiated
talks on reprofiling power
sector debtowed to China as
well as negotiations on struc-
tural reforms, but progress
has been slow. Pakistan has
also committed to stop power
sector subsidies. Leghan said
gurrent rates were not afford-
able for domestic or commer-
cial consumers and this was
hurting  growth  because
power prices were no longer
regionally competitive, put-
ting critical exports at a dis-
advantage. He said the aim
was 10 bring tarifls down to 9
US cents per unit for com-
mercial users from about 28
cents currenthy, —RT/Agency

RAWALPINDI Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan on Sat-
urday sought acquittal from
the £190 million case after
the Supreme Court's verdict
in the NAB amendments
case

During the hearing wday

¥
s Adiala jail, the
PTI founder filed a petition
seeking acquittal in the case
that accused both Khan and
his wife, Bushra Bibi, of
causing billions of rupees
loss to the national excheg-
uer

The former prime minis-
ter's lawyer told the court
that the £190 million case is
no longer valid after the ver-
dict as all the cabinet deci-
sions are protected in NAB
amendments

On NAB Case

"The question that arises
here is whether the accounta-
bility court has jurisdiction
in this case or not after the
NAB amendments," the
NAB prosecutor said.

He further said if the
court has junsdiction in the
case, then the 77acquittal
plea can be heard

At thig, the PTI founder's
advocare said they have not

challenged the jurisdiction of
the court. He added that it is
the discretion of the court to
decide its fliction

The accountability court
then adjourned the hearing
on Khan's acquittal plea till
September 10

The PTI founder filed the
plea after Supreme Court's
decision on Friday accepting
intra-court  appeals  filed

against the September 15,
2023, majority judgement
striking down the amend-
ments o the National Ac-
countability Ordinance
(NAD).

A five-member bench of
the SC, headed by Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi
Faiz Isa, accepted the intra-
court appeals filed by the
federal and provincial gov-
emments against the Sep-
tember 15 judgement

Announcing the verdict,
the apex court remarked that
the PTI founder could not
prove that NAB amendments
were unconstitutional

The verdict was reserved
on June & on multple ap-
peals against the apex court's
September 135 verdict which
was announced by then-CIP
Umar Ata Bandial.

Imran Seeks Acquittal After SC Ruling

The majority judgement
had struck down some
amendments made 1o the Na-
tional Accountability Ordi-
nance (NAQ), 1999

The amendments — Na-
tional Accountability (Sec-
ond Amendment) Act 2022
— were passed in a joint
sitting of the parliament in
April 2022 during the Pak-
istan Democratic Movement
(PDM)-led  government
which came into power
after ousting ex-premier
Khan via a no-trust move in
2022 l: modified sections
2.4, 5, 6,25 and 26 of the
1\4“ 13\»\3 however, nine
out of 10 amendments
were declared "null and
void” by the CIP Bandial-
led bench on the PTI
founder's petition filed in
June 2022.—RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: The National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (Nepra) has ap-
proved an additional charge
of Rsl.743 per unit for the
next three months starting in
September 2024, allowing
distribution companies and
K-Electric 1o recover
Rs43.23 billion through quar-
terly adjustments for the

fiscal year 2023-24

This will affect customers
of both state-owned distribu-
tion companies and K-Elec-
tric, adding to the financial
burden on households al-
ready grappling with rising
energy costs

At the heart of this recov-
ery lies a hefty Rs21 253 bil-
lion, or nearly half of the
total amount, earmarked for
capacity charges — pay-
ments that go to independent
power producers (IPPs) to

fourth quarter { April-June) of

For Sept-Nov

ensure generation capacity is
maintained, regardless of
how much electrici
sumed.  An  ad
Rs7.368 billion is b Te-
couped in system usage
charges and market operator
fees, Rs11.23 billion as im-
pact of transmission and dis-
tribution (T&D) losses, and
Rs3 5 billion for variable op-
eration and maintenance
charges.
Notably, the imposition of

an 18% GST on the total re-
covery amount would further
inflate the burden by Rs7.78
billion, raising the total to
Rs51 billion to be collected
from co

8 pared 1o the projections dur-

ing the instant quarter,
However, Nepra observed
that certain Discos, such as
Peshawar Electric Supply
Company (Pesca), failed 1o
draw energy as per its de-
mand, and opted 10 carry our
loadshedding in irs service
area. While this reduced their
share of capacity charges
from overall pool, it also con-
tributed to lower sales. These
companies had sought for
Rs1 9/unit additional collec-
tion. The CPPA, as an agent
of the Discos, engaged in
local and international legal
roceedings had requested to

On August 26, Nepra held
a public hearing, led by
Nepra Chairman Waseem
Mukhtar. Electricity distribu-
tion companies (Discos) in &
petition had submitted that
adjustments were largely re-
sult of lack of sales as com-

g]lnw Rs51 million on ac-
count of legal charges in the
instant quarterly adjustment,
but the authority turned it
down. The authority noted
that since such costs are in-
cluded in Market Operation
Fee (MOF), and for it the au-

NEPRA Greenlights Rs1.74 Per Unit Hike

tharity had already approved
Rs300 million on account of
legal charges as part of CPPA
MOF for the FY 2023.24
The CPPA, in its plant-wise
data, also included an amount
of Rs72.23 million on ac-
count of Kot Addu Power
Company (Kapeo) charges
on account of tax differerntial
for the period from July 1
October 24, 2022, But the au-
thority did not consider the
amount claimed for Kapeo
The authority also adjusted
an amount of Rs73.18 mil-
lion charged by the CPPA-G
to Discos on account of PPIB
fee as part of PMLTC invoice
for Tanuary 2024

The matter of PPIB is
under consideration of the
authority through separate
proceedings; therefore, the
matter would be decided
onee those proceedings were
concluded —RT/Agency

LAT: Two terrori w
killed during an intelli-
gence-based operation
(IBO) conducted by security
forces in Balochistan's Kalat
district on reported presence

of terronists last mght, the
mlllldrj, confirmed on Satur-

Th\, Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) stated that
troops surrounded and en-
waged the terrorists’ position,
neutralising both,

“Weapons, ammunition,

Two Terrorists Eliminated
In Balochistan Operation:
ISPR

and explogives were recov-
ered from the terrorists, who
were involved in numerous
attacks on security forces
and civilians,” the ISPR
said. A sanitisation operation
is ongoing to clear the area
of any remaining threats.
"Pakistan’s security forces,
alongside the nation, are
committed to thwarting any
atternpts  to destabilise
preace, stability, and progress
in Balochistan,” the military
added —RT/Agency

PTI Names Salman
Akram Raja As New

Secretary General

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan has
made significant changes to
the party structure, media re-
ported on Saturday citing
SOUrCes.

Agccording to sources, the
former prime minister has
separated parliamentary af-
fairs from party’s political
matters.

Opposition Leader Omar
Ayub and Senator Shibli
Faraz will lead the parlia-
mentary team, while politi-
cal responsibilities will be
laak over by Salman Akram
Raja who has been ap-

A think tank will be

formed under the leadership
of Racof Hasan who will
pointed secretary general of oversee the issuance of a
PTI white paper on government
performance and electoral

matters.

The notification of new
appointments would be is-
sued after Islamabad rally,
they say.—RT/Agency
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PPP's Sardar Aijaz Khan
Khuhro commits to resolving
Khairpur's cw1c issues

By Sajjad Chang

i
HINGORJA: Pakistan Peo-

ple's Party (PPP) District
Khairpur General Secretary
Sardar Aijaz Khan Khuhro
stated that Khairpur district is
a stronghold of the PFP. He
emphasized that he will lead
the party workers together, as
they are the real strength of
the party. He expressed grati-
tude for the trust placed in
him by the party's Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari and
Adi  Faryal Talpur, and
vowed to fulfill his responsi-
bilities diligently. Upon his
first wisit to cities such as Ra-
nipur, Nagera, Gambat, Ko-
rondi, and Sobhedero after
becoming the PPP General
Secretary of Khairpur dis-
trict, he was warmly wel-

comed by party workers with
floral showers, drums, and
traditional music. Addressing
the welcoming gatherings
and speaking with journal-
ists, Ejaz Khuhro mentioned
that only the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party can steer the coun-
try out of its current crises,
and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
has all the necessary qualities

10 lead

He assured that the orga-
nizational structure of Khair-
pur district and the issues
faced by workers would be

resolved in collaboration
with  District  President
Nawab  Khan ~ Wassan.

Khuhro referred to Wassan as
his brother and expressed
confidence that they would
work together to address the
concems of party workers

Pakistan's future lies in the
hands of young generation:
Lala Abdul Ghaffar Shaikh

By Nasem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The President
of Khairpur Traders' Associ-
ation and notable of Shaikh
community, Haji Lala Abdul
Ghaffar Shaikh has stated
that the future of the country
lies in the hands of the
vounger generation. He em-
phasized that youth should
move forward with a posi-
tive mindset for the well-
being of the country, the na-
tion, and future gensrations
Lala Ghaffar Shaikh high-
lighted thar success in poli-
tics comes to those who
have a genuine sense of em-
pathy and service towards
ordinary people. He encour-
aged serting up organiza-
tions in villages and cities 1o

_'H

serve humanity. Regarding
climate change, he advised
that in the future, Sindh will
experience extreme heat,
and therefore, individuals
should take respo lity
by planting trees in their

surroundings to mitigate the
effects of rising tempera-
tures. In response 10 a ques-
tion, he said thar corruption
will only end when every-
one demaonstrates honesty
and integrity.

SALU VC Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Yousif Khushk
inaugurates Finance
Automation Module

By Nasem Shaikh
KHAIRPUR: Shah Abdul

Latif University, Khair- §

pur, marked a remark-
able milestone with the
inauguration of the Fi-
nance Automation Mod-
ule, under the visionary
leadership of the Vice
Chancellor, Meritorious
Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Yousif Khushk. Dr
Khushk, inaugurated the
Finance Automation
Module. This state-of-
the-art system is set to
revolutionize financial
monitoring at the univer-
sity, enabling real-time
data analysis and man-
agement. During the in-
auguration ceremony, the
Vice Chancellor Dr.
Khushk emphasized that
this innovative module
will enhance the accu-
racy and transparency of
financial operations, It is
more than just an opera-
tional tool-it will provide
important insights for in-
formed decision-making,
ensuring a strong finan-
cial future for the univer-
gity. This breakthrough
reflects the university's
commitment to embrac-
ing modern technologies
to modernize processes,
reduce administrative
burdens, and optimize fi-
nancial performance. Dr.
Khushk  lauded  the
strategic vision and fi-
nancial expertise of Di-
rector of Finance, Shu-
Jjaat Ali, acknowledging

his pivotal role in re-
shaping the financial
landscape at SALU. He
also commended the ded-
ication of the university
LT. Manager,
Muneer Shah

whose exceptional
forts and expertise are
instrumental in the suc-
cessful implementation
of this cutting-edge Fi-
nance Automation Mod-
ule. Speaking at the
event, Director of Fi-
nance Shujaat Ali attrib-
uted the success of the
project to the dynamic
leadership and guidance
of Vice Chancellor Dr.
Khushk. He reiterated
the importance of the Fi-
nance Automation Maod-
ule in supporting SALU's
long-term financial
goals. IT Manager Syed
Muneer Shah  Rashdi
highlighted the Vice
Chancellor's  forward-
thinking vision, which
guided from develop-

i, Finance
Module is a reflection of

ment to  successful
launching of this mod-
ule. He expressed his
gratitude for the unwa-
vering support from Dr.
Khushik, noting that the
Automation

the university's commit-
ment to leveraging tech-
nology for greater trans-
parency, efficiency, and
revenue preservation.
This transformative
achievement marks a
new era in Financial
Management at Shah
Abdul Latif University,
reinforcing the instit
tion's commitment to in-
novation, excellence, and
accountability. A large
gathering attended the
inauguration ceremony
of the Finance Automa-
tion Module, including
the Deans, faculty mem-
bers, university officers,
employees, a large num-
ber of civil society and
journalists

MIRPURKHAS

MNA Dr. Nafisa Shah
Jilani demands better
facilities for patients
suffering from cancer

By Naz Salangi

KUMB: MNA Dr. Nafisa
Shah Jilani, a central leader
of the Pakistan People's
Party, has expressed con-
cern about the difficulties
faced by cancer patients in
accessing treatment due to
the high cost of medicines.
She noted that while some
treatment is provided in
government hospitals, es-
sential medicines are often
not available. Dr. Shah Ji-
lani emphasized the need
for price control on drugs
and legislation to ensure
that even poor patients ben-

\.T'I She ﬁlw hn{hhghlud

government to provide ac-
cessible healthcare services
to the public, stressing that
a healthy society depends
on taking care of the peo-
ple's health.

Sunday, September 08, 2024
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BISP Centres not functional in
Shaheed Benazirabad division

By Farooq Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: In the towns
of Shaheed Benazirabad Di-
vision, including Nawab-
shah, Sanghar, Shahdadpur,
Tande Adam, Khipro, Jam
Nawaz Ali, Daur, Sakrand,
Moro, Naushahro Feroze,
Bhiriya City, Kandiaro, Qazi
Ahmed, and Daulatpur, the
Benazir Income Support Pro-
gram {BISP) Jazz Cash cen-
ters have been non-functional
for the past five days. Due to
mismanagement, thousands
of women have been forced
to wander in frustration. It
has also been revealed that
Jazz Cash devices are being
operated outside of the desig-

nated centers, contrary to of-
ficial claims by the adminis-
tration and Jazz Cash repre-
sentatives. At these centers,
women receiving the BISP
stipend of 10,500 rupees
have been struggling as the
Jazz Cash system has been
down for five days. Many
women from nearby areas
have gathered in large num-
bers, only to face disappoint-
ment. The slow processing
speed of the system has fur-
ther increased the crowd,
adding to the chaos. The af-
fected women have also re-
ported the presence of an
agent mafia, where they are
being charged cuts ranging
from 1.000 to 2,000 rupees,
Furthermore, the Jazz Cash

centers are set up in open
spaces, lacking basic ameni-
ties such as drinking water,
restrooms, and  privacy
screens.

Women are forced to sit
on the ground, enduring ex-
treme heat and discomfort.
Sources have also indicated
that in several towns, Jazz
Cash devices have been
moved outside the centers,
where women are being
charged extra fees. Women at
these centers have voiced
their frustration, complaining
about the lack of facilities
and the harsh conditions due
1o the heat. They also pointed
out the blatant cuts of up to
2,000 rupees, further adding
1o their hardships.

80 children with clubfoot
undergo surgeries at DHQ
Hospltal Dadu

By Javed Laghari

DADU: A significant gift for
the people of Dadu, the meza
project of the 135-bed DHO
Hospital has commenced. A
free camp for the operation
of children with tlubfuul WS
0 1 This ach

Newlyweds demand
protection in MPK

is attributed to the relentless
efforts of Pakistan People's
Party CEC member and for-
mer Senior Minister of Edu-
cation Pir Mazharul Haq and

Lal Bux
Rind from Mirpurkhas has
married Ghazala, a girl
from Kotri on their freewill
The couple shared with
journalists that their rela-
tionship began with phone
conversations that eventu-
ally blossomed into love.
They decided to marry each
other with mutual consent
and happiness. On this oc-

casion, Ghazala Solangi
clarified to the media that
she left her home in Kotri
with just three outfits and
that no one coerced or ab-
ducted her. She requested
that if any accusations are
made against them, they
shauld be considered false

MPA Pir bul Hag
hospital's Medical Superin-
tendent, Dr. Amjad Hussain
Mustoi, is diligently serving
the people of Dadu, ensuring
all health services are pro-
vided. Shafiq Haider Musavi
stated that foreign doctors
successfully performed sur-
geries on children with club-
foot An invitation was ex-
tended to Pir Mazharul Hag
1o visit the DHQ) hospital in
Dadu, and with efforts from
Barrister Pir Mujibul Hag
MPA Dadu, a camp was es-

The feet Approximartely 400 ch:

dren from various districts of
Sindh attended the camp,
with 100 children admitted
for treatment. From Septem-
ber 4, 80 children underwent
surgeries performed free of
charge by surgeons Dr

Shahzad Shah Musavi from i

Australia and Dr. Amjad Al
Arai from England. More
surgeries are planned, and all
children will eventually re-
ceive treatment. MPA Pir
Mujeebul Hag expressed
gratitude to the hardworking

team, including  Shafig
Musavi and the doctors who
performed successful surger-
ies. The entire team and staff
were honored with Sindhi
cultural caps and shawls, and
operation certificates were
presented. Certificates were
also wavded 1o the staff of
the DHO h tal in Dadu,
including Civil Surgeon Dr,
Amjad Hussain Mastoi, and
staff members such as Imdad
Hussain Dawach, Shahmir
Khan  Chehwan, Nazir
Ahmed Qambrani, Muham-
mad Aslam, and Tahir Hus-
sain Laghari

Thul's civil society demands
arrest of Sajid Dashti's killers

The couple has strongly ap-
pealed to the Mirpurkhas
district administration 10
ensure their safety and pro-
tection.

Minor girl struck by a
stray bullet during
Jagirani-Solangi clash in
Pir Jo Goth

By AQ Khilji

PIR JO GOTH: A minor
girl  named Masooma
Solangi, resident of village
Atta Muhammad Solangi
sustained injuries after
being hit by a stray bullet
during an ongoing Jagi-

rani-Solangi clash. The in-
jured girl was rushed to a
local area hospital. The fir-
ing between both rival
groups was continued till
the filing of this news,
while the Jirga to settle the
clash has been set on Sep-
tember 10th

Senior RT Correspondent
Muhammad Hanif
Panhwar passes away

g

MEHAR: The senior re-
porter of Daily Regional
Times in Mehar, Muham-
mad Hanif Panhwar passed
away after suffering from a
prolonged illness. The sud-
den death of the RT Corre-
spondent has spread a
shockwave amongst his col-
leagues. The body of the

eceased was laid to rest at
his family's ancestral grave-
yard after performing his
funeral prayers which were
attended by journalists,
civil society leaders, area
notables and a large number
of people belonging to dif-
ferent walks of life. The
Publisher and Editor-in-
Chief of Daily Regional
Times Kazi Sajjad Akbar
Abbasi, Editor Nazim Hus-

sam Abro extended condo-
lence with the bereaved
family of Late Muhammad
Hanif Panhwar, who re-
mained an honest reporter
of Daily Regional Times
since its foundation —RT

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: In Thul, a protest and &

in were held demanding
justice for the murder of
Sajid Dashti, a young man
who was killed two and a

half months ago. Protesters g

also condemned the continu-
ous threats being received by
the family of the deceased.
According to repons, the
protest ook place at Rahbar
Chowk, where the family
and residents gathered, car-
rying placards and chanting
slogans as they marched
through various streets of the
city. The sit-in caused a dis-
ruption of traffic in the
scorching heat. Speaking to
the media, the protesters, in-
cluding the vietim's father,
Muhammad Umar Dashti,
Bajjo  Dashti, Mumtaz
Dashti, Shaukat Dashti, As-
ghar Dashti, Raja Waseem
Dashti, Sher Dashti, ISOM
leader Comrade Liaquat Ali
Sarki, and Alam Dashti, said

thar Sajid Ali Dashti was
brutally tertured and mur-
dered, and his body along
with his mobile phone and
other belongings were found
at the residence of the Buriro
family The police inves:

tion has already idenr

members of the Buriro fam-
ily as the culprits, and they
have been arrested. The pro-
testers, who described them-
selves as law-abiding citi-
zens and  businessmen,
expressed their deep sormow,
stating that despite the ruth-
less killing of their young
son on Eid day, the accused
party continues to issue

threats against them. They
claimed that Buriro commu-
nity man is involved in the
murder, and some members
of the community are also
facilitating the killers. The
protesters demanded that the
Inspector General of Sindh,
the DIG Larkana, and the
S8P Jacobabad take immedi-
ate action 10 arrest both the
killers of Sajid Dashti and
their accomplices who are is-
suing threats. They also
called for legal action and
protection for the family,
warning that failure to do so
would result in further
protests

DC Badin Yasir Bhatti reviews
arrangements for Jashn-e-Eid
Mllad-ul-Nahl (PBUH)

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: The celebration of
Eid Milad-ul-Nabi (PEUH)
will be observed with great
enthusiasm, religious devo-
tion, and respect. All arrange-
ments have been completed,
and security will be provided
for the processions and gath-

erings. These views were ex-

pressed by Deputy Commis-
sioner Badin, Yasir Bhatti,
while presiding over a meet-
ing with district scholars in
Durbar Hall. He further men-
tioned that the life of the
Prophet (PBUH} is an exem-
plary model for us, and the
birth of our beloved Holy
Prophet Hazrat Muhammad
(SAWW) has made this

!| month sacred for all of us.

The Commissioner of Badin
assured the scholars that their
legitimate concems would be
addressed. He directed local
govemment, municipal com-
mittees, and town commit-
tees to ensure the cleanliness

promptly drain any rainwater
from the roads, and light key
intersections in the city dur-
ing this event. SSP Sheeraz
Nazir mentioned that all s
curity arrangements have
been finalized

Addressing the scholars,
he emphasized that during
speeches and processions,
care must be taken not to of-
fend anyone. He reiterated
that all processions and

watherings, whether small or As

large, are of equal impor-
tance and will be provided
full secunty, with a compre-
hensive plan in place for

of the procession routes,

sioner Kashif Raza Mangi,
Additional Deputy Commis:
sioner Rajesh Dalpat, Dis.
trict Education Officer (Sec-
ondary)  Ahmad  Khan
Zainur, District Education
Officer (Pﬂmar\) *\yubha
Bhatti, ADHO Dr.

Khawaja, District Managu

PPHI Badin A Major Retd

Masir Alvi, District Manager
PPHI Badin Dr. Razia Ujjan,
ant  Xommissioners
from all talukas, officers
slevant departments,
ected sc holars of the
district
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BISP To Abolish
Franchise System Amid
Corruption Claims

ISLAMABAD: The authori-
ties have decided to abolish
the franchise system of the
BISP after disclosure of mas-

sive  corruption,  citing
sources media reported on
Saturday.

After corruption com-
plaints Chairperson Benazir
Income Support Programme
(BISP) Rubina Khalid has
decided to abolish the fran-
chise system to distribute
monetary support to poor and
nezdy people.

Sources said that the
BISP has inked agreements
with six banks for distribu-

be distributed with the online
wallet account,” according to
SOUrCes.

"Under the new arrange-
ment the BISP card holders’
remuneration will be trans-
ferred to the bank account,"
sources said.

Chairperson BISP Rubina
Khalid during her secret vis-
its of franchise centres was
acquainted with complaints
of the women card holders of
the BISP

2
The women members of

the social safety net had com-

plained about corruption.
"Now all beneficiaries

the BISP pn will

tion of monetary assistance
among beneficiaries. "The
monetary support money will

receive direct transfer of
payments that will end cor-

rupt
ded

President Asif Ali Zardari
had approved the appoint-
ment of a senior leader of the
PPP Rubina Khalid as Chair-
person of the BISP in May
this year.

After assassination of for-
mer prime minister Benazir
Bhutto, the social safety net=
work  programme  was
launched after her name in
4

practices," sources

&
=9

BISP is considered as
the largest and most sys-
tematic social protection
initiative to be launched in
Pakistan to give monetary
support to poor and needy
people —RT/Agency

CTD: 33 Suspected Terrorists
Nabbed In Intelligence-Driven
Operations Across Punjab

LAHORE: The Punjab
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTDY said on Saturday
it had arrested 33 suspected
terronists in 475 intelligence-
based operations (IBOs) con-
ducted across the province in
the past month.

The counterterrorism ef-
forts come amid heightened
security concems across the
country.

Pakistan experienced an
increase in terrorist attacks as
a total of 59 terrorist attacks
oceurred countrywide in Au-
gust compared to 38 artacks
in the previous month, ac-
cording to a digital database
maintained by the Pak Ins
tute for Peace Studies (PIPS),
an Islamabad-based think-
tank

In a press release issued
today, the Punjab CTD said it
had interrogated 475 suspects
during the TBOs and seized
various items, including ex-

plosives, weapons and
banned texts
"During these IBOs. .. 33

suspects belonging to defunct
organisations were arrested,”
the statement saidl

The CTD detailed that the
groups included Fima Al

Khwarij (Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan), Daish (also known
as the militant Islamic State
group). Al-Qaida, Sipah-i-
Sahaba Pakistan, Lashkar-g-
Jhangvi, Jamaat-ul-Ahrar,
Zainebiyoun Brigade and
others

It added that the IBOs
were conducted in various
Punjab districts to "effec-
tively counter the menace of
terrorism" and "to avert any
untoward incident”

According to a list pro-
vided by the CTD of the 33
netted suspects, eight of them
- the highest number - had
been arrested from Lahore.

Three suspects were taken
into custody  from  Ba-
hawalpur while two each
were arrested from
Sheikhupura,  Hafizabad,
Rahim Yar Khan, Atwock,
Nankana Sahib and Bahawal-
nagar.

The department also ar-
rested one suspect each from
Gujranwala, Mianwali,
Jhang, Khushab, Sargodha,
Faisalabad,  Rawalpindi,
Narowal, Sahiwal  and
Bhakkar,

As many as 32 first infor-
mation reports were regis-

tered against the suspects -
from August 4 to September

3 - under various sections of

the Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997
(ATA), including Sections 7
(punishment for acts of ter-
ronsm), & (prohibition of acts
intended or likely to stir up
sectarian  hatred) and 11
(membership, support and
meetings relating to a pro-
seribed organisation)

The CTD press release
added that the raid teams
covered almost five kilo-
grammes of explosives, two
hand grenades, two impro-
vised explosive devices
(IEDs), 26 detonators, 73 fieet
of safety fuse wire and four
30-bore pistols with 19
rounds of ammunition

Additionally, the raid
teams seized 17 pamphlets,
seven magazines and 15
hooks from banned organisa-
tions, as well as 121 other
pamphlets, 156 stickers, four
receipt books, two mobile
phones and Rs99,660 in cash

Separately, the Punjab
CTD said it conducted 3,674
combing operations this week
with the help of local
policedaw enforcement agen-
cies (LEAs) —RT/Agency

Two Dead, Six Women Injured
In Car Accident Due To
Speedmg In K]lla Salfullah

KILLA SAIFULLAH: A

speeding car overtumed near B8 '

the town of Muslim Bagh
town  in  Balochistan
province's Killa Saifullah
district, killing a father and

his daughter and injuring six §

wornen.

The victims, all from the
same family, were traveling
from Quera to Zhob when
the accident occurred, ac-
cording to authorities

The d d have been

KP Government
Reapproaches PHC For
Judicial Commission

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
had again written a letter to
the Peshawar High Court
(PHC) requesting it to form a
judicial commission to probe
the May 9 incident.
Minister of Law Advo-

cate Aflab Alam had verified

ter to the court, according to
SOUrCes
The letter had been writ-
ten under Pakistan Tribunal
of Inguiry Ordinance 1969
through the Department of
Home and will be received
1o court in a few days for
formation of commission

It was requested in the

On May 9 Incidents

Ietlel to appolm a retired or
on-service judge of the
PHC as head of the com-
mission

An action plan for com-
mission formation was de-
vised on government level
when the PHC recused it-
self to probe the May 9

let- mayhem.

After consultation of ex-
perts with cabinet and CM,
ithad been decided to mo
the PHC again for judicial
commission formation.

As per sources, the
government  self-probe
on the May 9 matter will
create legal complex
ties. —RT/Agency

-

Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain Calls For Reduced
Political Tensions

ISLAMABAD
Muslim League (PML-())
President Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain, has volunteered to
reduce polinical tensions.

In this regard, Chaudhry

Pakistan

Shujaat Hussain held impor-
tant meetings in Islamabad
with the heads of political
parties, members of parlia-
ment, senior joumnalists, and
government officials
Shujaat Hussain met with
former President Wasim Saj-
jad, Mushahid Hussain Syed,
and Mohammad Ali Durrani.
He was accompanied by for-
mer Federal  Minister
Chaudhry Wajahat Hussain,
Federal Minister Chaudhry
Salik Hussain, and party

i | spokesperson Mustafa Malik.

The discussions focused on

the current political situation
in the country.

Chaudhry Shujaat Hus-
sain also extended his condo-
lences and offered prayers
for the mother of senior jo
nalist Amir Ilyas Rana
the brother of Mohsin Bai
who passed away recently

Chaudhry Shujaat Hu
sain emphasised that politi-
cians must set aside per-
sonal interests and biases in
favor of national interests

He urged national lead-
ers o step forward for po-
litical and economic stabil-

d

ity

He noted that members
of parliament also have a
responsibility to develop a
national agenda to address

issues. —RT/Agency

identified as Juma Khan, a
minerals inspector, and his
daughter.

Six women, all relatives
of the victims, were injured
in the crash, with two in crit-

ical condition

The injured were trans-
ported 10 a trauma center in
Quena

Local Levies forces con-
ducted rescue efforts, and

private vehicles transported
the wounded 10 the hospi-
1al

Officials confirmed that
speeding of the vehicle caused
the accident —RT/Agency

Pakistan Airports To Implement
Paperless System With ERP Technology

ISLAMABAD: In a positive
develapment, the Pakistan Air-
ports Authority (PAA) has de-
cided to transition all opera-
tions to an Enterprise e
Planning (ERP) system, ahol-
ishing the use of paper entirely
The decision aligns with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's di-
rectives to digitize government
institutions and improve effi-
ciency. The PAA's ERP sys-

tem, soon to be fully func-
tional,  will  streamline
processes, enhance data man-
agement, and promote a sus-
tainable working environment
The PM's e-office initiative
aims to increase transparency
and efficiency within the gov-
emment. All government offi-
cers are required to conduct
file work through the e-office
system, with the PM Office

staff already completing their
training. A progress report on
the e-office implementation is
expected within the next two
weeks Last month, PM
Shehbaz Sharif instructed
the Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology and other
relevant departments to
implement the e-office sys-
tem in all government of-
fices. —RT/Agency

LAHORE: In a heartbreak-
ing incident, two house-
maids, a mother and her
teenage daughter, became
victims of alleged torture
by a female employer they
worked for in Lahore.
According to the police,
the accused gravely hurt
the maids in her house situ-
ated in a residential society

_______________________________.lnearthealrpon

The incident came to

. light when locals informed
the authorities about the
younyg housemaid's deterio-
rating condition. The po-

| lice said she was visibly in-
jured and bruised. The

cused was immediately

Barrested and the victims

1§ were shifted to a hospital

Sindh Government Schools F acei

Ongoing Textbook Shortages

KARACHI: Despite pass-
ing two months since the
academic year began, the
students of public schools
in Sindh still waiting to re-
ceive books from govern-
ment, media reported on
Saturday,

A petition has been

filed in the Sindh High
Court against the educa-
tional department regard-
ing the non-receipt of text-
books in government
schools.

The petition was filed
against  the Chairman
Sindh  Textbook Board

along with Education Se
retary, as well as directo)
of primary and secondary
education. According to the
lawyer representing the
case, most schools in Sindh
still waiting to recemve text-
books from the education
department. —RT/Agency

In her statement to the
police, one of the house-
maids revealed that the em-
y ployer used to thrash her

jup with a stick and force

1 hn.r to drink hot water.
| The police registered a
il

launching an inw

into the horrific incident
This is not the first time

an  incident  involving

¥ minor maids has been re-

ported in the country.
I In August last year, Pir
¥ Asad Shah Jezlani, a mem-

Two Domestic Workers
Hospitalized Following
Alleged Employer Abuse
In Lahore

ber of the influential Pirs
of Ranipur, was arrested by
the Khairpur Police for al-
legedly torturing his 10-
year-old maid Fatima Fu-
riro to death

The issue came to light
after video clips of Fa-
tima's body bearing severe
torture marks went viral on
social media. In the video,
the seriously injured girl
was seen struggling to sit
up on her bed before col-
lapsing

Nearly a month before
that incident, a 14-year-old
domestic worker Rizwana,
was hospitalised in critical
condition Islamabad
after her employer, a
judge’s wife, subjected her
to brutal torture.

Rizwana, in her state-
ment to the police at the
time, claimed that the
woman beat her with
sticks, iron rods. and other
blunt objects. The harrow-

. ing incident sparked con-

demnation across the coun-
try with several human
rights activists taking to
the streets, raising their
voices for the rights of
children, particularly
young girls working as do-
mestic helps —RT/Agency

|1 Police actively participati
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'SOUTHERN PUNIAB

By Dr Mirza MB Qamar

' GUIRANWALA: Under the

Vsupervision of Inspector
I General Police Punjab Dr.
1 Usman Anwar, the "Drug-
1 Free Punjab” campaign is in
1 full swing, with the Layvah

On a single day, 299 raids
were conducted on drug deal-
ers' locations, resulting in the
arrest of 116 suspects and the
registration of 115 cases. A
large quantity of drugs was
seized, including 62 kilo-

erams of hashish, 1 kilogram

&l
| g | of heroin, and 1,345 liters of
5 |1lwha\ According to DPO leading to the arrest of

Layyah Asad Rehman, the
crackdown, which began in
February, has seen 20,342
raids across the province,

DPO Asad Rehman leads
operations against drug
dealers in Layyah

23,822 drug dealers and
the registration of 23,247
cases. Over 15,000 kilo-
grams of hashish, 304
kilograms of heroin, 438
kilograms of opium, 111
kilograms of ice, and
more than 1.7 million
liters of alcohol have been
seized. DPO Asad
Rehman has ordered fur-
ther acceleration of spe-
cial operations against
drug dealers and smug-
glers, emphasizing tar-
geted operations against
the buying, selling, and
online supply of modern
drugs.

DC Muhammad

Naeem Sindhu reviews
'Rabi-ul-Awwal arrangements

I ByAbid Mehmood Ch

VTOB TEK SINGH: A dis-
trict peace committee meet-
Ving was held under the chair-
1 manship of Dieputy
I Commissioner Muhammad
I Nagem Sindhu and District
1 Police Officer Thadat Nisar
1 to maintain religious har-
1 mony and law and order dur-
1 ing Rabi-ul-Awwal.

The meeting was at-

tended by scholars from var-
ious schools of thought and
other relevant officials. It
was decided that during
Rabi-ul-Awwal, scholars.
the administration, and the
police will ensure full coop-
eration to maintain law and
order. All events and pro-
grams related to Rabi-ul-
Awwal will be communi-
cated to the
administration and police

in advance, and sectarian
or inflammatory  state-
ments will be avoided.

District Police Officer
Ibadat Nisar requested
scholars to identify ele-
ments that might create
unrest or provoke hostil-
ity during Rabi-ul-Awwal,
assuring that the adminis-
tration and police will
take  decisive  action
against them

By Dr. Mirza MB Qamar

1 GUIRANWALA: DPO Mus-
I tansar Atta Bajwa has con-
1 gratulated SHO Kharian, In-
pspector Liagat  Hussain
1 Gujjar, for his successful
1 crackdown on drug dealers in

Gujranwala without any dis-
|c.||mmalmn The Gujarat

Police launched a major

operation against drug

dealers aml criminals, re-

sulting in the arrest of
Viwo drug dealers and one
Ieriminal. According to
I details, following the in-
I structions of DPO Gujarat
1 Mustansar Ata Bajwa, and

DSP Kharian,

Saddar Kharian police

1under the supervision of
SHO of

station Inspector
Hussain, alo th his
police team, nducted
operations against drug
dealers. They arrested two
drug dealers and regi
tered cases against them
The recovered substances

agat

Gujrat Police arrest two
drug dealers

include 1160 grams of
heroin from the accused
Nathil ~ Masih  from
Jhelum and 1121 grams of
heroin from the accused
Suleman Saeed, also from
Jehlum. The investigation
is ongoing

i Missing 10-year-old TTS boy

found dead in a gunny bag

: By Abid Mehmood Ch

I TOBA TEK SINGH: In vil-
1lage Chak Number-372 JB,
1 Bojivan  Wali,  laborer
1 Muhammad Yousuf Ansari's
1 ten-year-old son, Sohail alias
§ Sheru, went out 1o get fodder
) from the house five days ago
1 and mysteriously dJea]mealed
When he did not retum home,
N his parents became worried

and searched extensively E-n\-
! lowing a report by Sohail'
! ther, Muhammad Yousif, |he
I Saddar Police registered a
¥ case of abduction
| known suspects. The police
1 also detained a villager, Malik

MUZAFFARGARH: Kot
Addu city police have regis-
tered a case against a man
and his two accomplices for
allegedly raping a woman
schoolteacher, depriving her
of Rs5 million on the pretext
of arranging US visas for her
and her family, and demand-
ing more money by black-
mailing the victim

The case has been regis-
tered against the prime sus-
pect, T, a resident of a vil-
lage in Mian Chunnu tehsil,
his accomplice "GM' of Mul-
tan and another unidentified
man on the complaint of the
schoolteacher of a govem-

Javed, on suspicion based on
the parents' identification
However, the mystery of the
child's disappearance re-
mained unresolved until yes-

ment school

She alleged in the first in-
formation report (FIR), filed
under sections 292 and 376
of the Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC), that she became
friend with 'J' on a social
media platform

She said the prime sus-
pect promised to arrange US
vizas for her and her family
members and received Rs3
million from her on the same
pretext

She said she met the sus-
pect two years back in Mul-
tan at the house of his accom-
plice "GM", where the former
raped her. She alleged that

terday when the child's body
was found in a gunny bag
in a field. The ruthless
killer had also set fire to
the body to destroy evi-
dence. The rescue team
transferred Sohail's body o
the Tehsil Headquarter
Hospital in Gojra. The Sad-
dar Police collected evi-
dence through a forensic
team and handed over the
body to the family after
necessary procedures. An
investigation is ongoing
The news of the rragic
death has devastated the
child's parents, and the en-
tire village is in mourning,

Case Registered Against Three
Suspects For Alleged Rape Of A
Schoolteacher In Muzaffargarh

the suspect also raped her
many times later and made
objectionable videos

The complainant said the
suspect and his accomplice
started blackmailing her, de-
manding more money and
threatening to upload her
wvideos on social media, if she
did not pay them more
money. She demanded the ar-
rest of the suspects and re-
covery of the amount. Station
House Officer (SHO) Nasir
Abbasi said that a case was
registered against the sus-
pects nominated in the FIR,
and they would be arrested
soon —RT/Agency

LAHORE: The Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) La-
hore Zone has released its an-
nual performance report for
the Anti-Corruption Circle,
media reported.

During the current year,
the F1A Anti-Cormruption Cir-
cle remstered 277 cases and
157 inquiries. A total of 177
accused, including abscon-
ders, were arrested, accord-
ing to an F1A spokesperson.

The circle conducted

raids on various premises, in-
cluding those involved in
overbilling, power theft, fake
medicines, and land grab-
bing, resulting in the recov-
ery of Re 39 billion and the
arrest of several high-profile
individuals

Notable arrests included
the LESCO Project Director,
three XENs, and a commer-
cial assistant who caused a
loss of Rs 82 crore to the na-
tional exchequer

FIA Recovers Rs 39 Billion In Operation
Targeting Power Theft And Overbilling

Additionally, the FIA
Anti-Corruption Circle re-
covered 101 acres and 71
kanals of land worth Rs 8 bil-
lion from the Augaf Depart-
ment and retrieved approxi-
mately Rs 3 crore from
tenants.

The circle also took ac-
tion against fake and substan-
dard medicines, registering
Il cases and ling three
medicine factones and med-
ical stores —RT/Agency
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e Sindh government’s decision to allo-
cate a staggering Rs 2 billion for the
purchase of 138 luxury SUVs for Assis-
tant Commissioners is not only a poor

judgment of priorities but a glaring mismanage-
ment of public funds. At a time when Pakistan
faces immense economic challenges, with mil-
lions struggling to make ends meet, the justifica-
tion for such an extravagant expenditure is inde-

fensible.

This move has rightly been suspended by the
Sindh High Court following a petition by Ja-
maat-e-Islami MPA Muhammad Farooq, who
highlighted the absurdity of spending such a

Imprudent Financial Priorities

large amount on vehicles when the public is in
dire need of essential services like healthcare, ed-
ucation, and employment opportunities. The

REGIENAL TIMES:!

court’s intervention is a much-needed check on
the provincial government’s actions, which seem
increasingly out of touch with the needs of the
common man.

The Rs 2 billion earmarked for these vehicles
could be far better utilized in areas that directly
improve the lives of Sindh's citizens. For in-

stance, investing in education and vocational
training would equip voung people with the
skills they need to secure employment, thereby
fostering long-term economic growth. Similarly,
improving healthcare infrastructure, especially in
rural areas, is critical for ensuring basic human
dignity for all citizens, not just the privileged few.

Ultimately, this decision by the Sindh govern-
ment reflects a troubling disconnect between its
priorities and the actual needs of the public. The

court's suspension is a step in the right direction,

but the government must reevaluate its spending
choices and focus on projects that lead to real,
sustainable development for the province.
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Armed men kidnap
4-year-old Kashmore boy
from outside his home

By Aftab Bhatti

KASHMORE: In a trou-
bling escalation of crime,
the district has become no-
torious for abductions. Re-
cently, armed motorbike
riders abducted a young
child in broad daylight. The
incident occurred in the
Bakhth Ali Muhalla area
within the jurisdiction of
the Guddu Police Station,
where a 4-year-old inno-
cent boy, Muhammad Al
Pathan, was kidnapped. The
child was playing outside

his home when umidentified
armed individuals for
took him away. Eye:

nesses and the police have
confirmed the abduction
The child's relatives, along
with Guddu police, are cur-
rently searching towards
the rivering areas in pursuit
of the abductors, but no up-
dates have been received so
far. Police sources indicate
that this is not the first time
such incidents have oc-
curred within the Guddu
Police Station's jurisdic-
tion, as there have been
multiple abductions of in-

¢ nocent children in the area

before

NA's Deputy Speaker
Syed Ghulam Mustafa
Shah holds an open
katchery in Mehrabpur

ke

By Zeeshan Soomro

SAKRAND: The Deputy
Speaker of the National
Assembly, MNA Syed
Ghulam ‘Mustafa Shah,
addressed public issues
during an open katchery
at  Syed House in
Mehrabpur He issued im-
mediate instructions to
act on several requests
made by individuals and
mentioned that some is-
sues would be resolved
through contact with rel-
evant officials. Svyed
Ghulam Mustafa Shah
stated that the intention is
to resolve every person's
legitimate issue and that
efforts are being made in

this regard. He added that
it is the responsibility of
elected representatives to
resolve both national and
local issues, and they will
not reduce their efforts
as the manifesto of the
Pakistan People's Party
also emphasizes serving

the people. On this occa-
sion, Deputy Speaker
S}'ed Ghulam Mustafa
Shah appointed separate
representatives to address
the grievances and politi-
cal issues brought by in-
dividuals from different
communities

Larkana's Islah
al-Fuqra celebrates Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW)

By Saleem Soomre

LARKANA: In Larkana,
the organization “Islah
al-Fuqra" held a grand
rally in celebration of the
Prophet Muhammad's
(SAWW) finality of
Prophethood and the Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW).
The rally commenced
from the historic Jamia
Masjid al-Hussaini, lo-
cated near the Old Bus
Stand, and was led by
prominent figures includ-
ing Pir Syed Attaullah
Shah Bukhari from the
renowned Hussainabad
Qambar Sharif shrine,
along with his sons Syed
Allama Nasrullah Shah
Bukhari, Syed Allama
Sanaaullah Shah
Bukhari, and the district
president of the organiza-
tion Syed Muhammad
Mutahir Shah. The rally
saw a significant turnout,

including notable atten-
dees such as Maulvi
Muhammad Ali  Jat,
Muhammad Bux Jatoi,
Maulvi Saddam Hussain,
Syed Sada Hussain Shah,
Syed Irfan Shah, Syed
Mobeen Shah Bukhari,
Maulvi Muhammad
Shaukat Hussaini, Abdul
Jabbar Bhutto, Hafiz Saj-
jad Al Tagar, Fagir Gul-

shir  Hussaini, Fagir
Muharram haikh,
Barkat Lashari, Siraj
Ahmed Abbasi, Faqir

Mushtag Ahmed Khuhro,
Mansoor Khokhar, Zafar
Mangrio, and Naimat
Hulio. The rally marched
through different parts of
the city, concluded at the
main linnah Park sguare.
Addressing the gather-
ing. Pir Syed Allama
Nasrullah Shah Bukhari,
Syed Allama Sanaaullah
Shah Bukhari, and other
scholars emphasized that

September 7 is a slgmﬁ-
cant day in the nation's
history. On this day, the
Qadianis were declared a
non-Muslim minority,
thus safeguarding the
faith and beliefs of the
Muslim Ummah. They
urged the current govern-
ment not to tamper with
the Finality of Prophet-
hood Law, which has
been in place for 50
years. They warned that
any interference with this
law would not be toler-
ated by the Muslim com-
munity in Pakistan, as
the belief in the Finality
of Prophethood is inte-
gral to their faith. The
event concluded with
special prayers led by the
shrine's custodian  Pir
Syed Attaullah  Shah
Bukhari, seeking pros-
perity, development, and
security for the country
and the Islamic world

10 PTI leaders and
workers arrested at
Nawabshah Railway

Station

By Younis Chandio

MIRPURKHAS: After the
call for a public gathering by
the PTT leadership in Islam-
abad a crackdown has been
started against the FTI lead-
ers and workers. In this re-
gard it was leamnt that PTI
Mirpurkhas' Divisional Pres-
ident Aftab Qureshi along
with other male and female
workers were arrested by the
Folice at the Nawabshah
Railway Station when they

were departing for Islam-
abad. A total of 10 women
and men were detained, who
have heen shifted to undis-
closed place by the police

BISP beneficiaries
still not receiving
their stipends in
Tando Bago

Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: In Tando
Bago, on the fourth consecu-
tive day, poor women from
the city and surrounding
areas have still not received
their  stipend payments.
Women waiting in front of
the center remain silent and
helpless. According to re-
ports, hundreds of poor
women from Tando Bago
and neighboring areas went
to the center set up inside the
Mono Technical Institute
College, the fourth day, to
collect their Benazir Income
Support Program stipend.
However, once again, the

payment was not disbursed
by the device mafia ar the
center. The women reported
that they were turned away
on the pretext of system er-
rors and lack of cash. They
alleged that the agents at the
center, instead of serving
those in line, were taking 500
to 1500 rupees from women
through private agents and
giving them their dues, while
the poor women who trav-
eled from far away were
given various excuses and
sent back. The women have
demanded that the system at
the center be corrected and
that the full amount be dis-
tributed without deductions.

Aral

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHARIF: In Aral
‘Wah Head Sehwan, a young
poultry trader named Riaz
Bengali, a resident of
Karachi's Ayub Goth and 20
years old, drowned while ven-
turing into the river with his
companions. Despite efforts
by rescue teams, the where-
abouts of the drowned youth
remain unknown. Upon re-
ceiving the report,
Mukhtiarkar Sehwan Abdul

Hamid Nuhn and local police

Karachi youth
drowns in Sehwan's

Wah

armived at the scene. Local
residents and rescue teams in-
formed Mukhtiarkar Sehwan
that the search for the
drowned individual is being
hampered due to the strong
flow of water from Manchhar
Lake into the river.
Mukhtiarkar Sehwan Abdul
Harmid Nuhri stated that he
has contacted the irngation
authorities to temporarily
close the gates of Aral Wah
and has also requested addi-
tional rescue teams to assist in
locating the missing youth

PPP's Advocate Ali Haider Shah
vows to further strengthen party's
foothold in Shaheed Benazirabad

By Zeeshan Soomro

SAKRAND: The District
General Secretary of Pak-
istan People's Party (PPP),
Advocate Syed Ali Haider
Shah, said that the trust
placed in him by the party
leadership, by 2 him the
organization nsibility
[ District Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, wall, God willing,
be fulfilled with his utmost
effort. According to reporter
Agib Raza Siyal, he was
speaking to a delegation of
the Sakrand Press Club at his
office

He stated that organi
tional positions are a tr
and running and fulfillin
them is a great responsibility.
However, with the coopera-
tion of party workers and

friends, effors will be made
to strengthen the organization
and prioritize add o

issues of the workers. The
delegation of the Press Club
included President Raza
Muhammad Siyal, Ghulam

Haider Solangi, Mir Jalbani,
Ghulam Nabi Mallah, and
Qazi Javed Sanai On this oc-
casion, Elahiar Khokhar, Atta
Rind, Muhammad Ali Mal-
lah, and Faqir Wazir Laghari
wete also present

Commissioner Fayaz Hussain
Abbasi reviews arrangements for
anti-polio campalgn in Ghotkl

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: Commissioner

Sukkur Fayaz Hussain Ab- |
§| basi has confirmed

the
presence of the polio virus
in the environmental sam-
ples from Sukkur, and a
case has been reported in
Shikarpur. During a media
briefing at the Taluka Hos-
pital Ghotki, he empha-
sized that the only solution
1o prevent polio is 1o ad-
minister two drops of polio
vaccine to children. Ac-
companying him were
Deputy  Commissioner
Ghotki Dr. Syed Muham-
mad Ali and DHO Dr. Rao
Aftab. Commissioner Ab-
basi noted that more than
12 polio cases have been
reported in Balochistan

and many people from
there come to Sukkur As
Sukkur is a central district,
there is a continuous risk of
polio virus spread. There-
fore, it is essential for
everyone to ensure their
children receive polio
drops during vaccination
campaigns and routine im-
munization to protect them
from dangerous diseases
Deputy  Commissioner

Ghotki Dr. Syed Muham-
mad Ali mentioned that
arrangements have been
made to vaccinate 477,972
children during the polio
campaign from September
9 to September 15. All As-
sistant Commissioners and
relevant medical officers
have been instructed to
monitor the campaign to
ensure that no child misses
out on the polio drops.

Cattle market inaugurated
in Dokri

By Irfan Merio

DOKRI: The livestock
market in Dokri has offi-
cially been inaugurated,
with a large number of

traders and notable indi- |

viduals pdrtitipaling
Traders from various vil-
lages, including Karani,
Balhreji, Vikro, Bagi,
Saindad Junejo, Faiz
Muhammad  Khokhar,
Mehrabpur, and Bakhsh
Jatoi, brought different
types of livestock like
cows, goats, and buf-
faloes for sale at the mar-
ket. The event started
with the recitation of the
Quran, and the livestock
market was inaugurated
by Haji Abdul Hameed
Jesar, Chairman of the
Dokri Town Committee,
along with Sain Badrud-
din Sario, Chairman of
the Town Committee
Badah, and Liaquat Ali

Soomro, former Chair-
man of Dokri Town Com-
mittee. Speaking on the
occasion, Haji  Abdul
Hameed Jesar and Sain
Badruddin Sario said that
due to the absence of a
livestock market in Dokri,
traders and citizens had to
travel to other cities like
Larkana, Nasirabad
Mehar, and Hala. To pro-
vide convenience to the
local population, they de-
cided to open the live-
stock market in Dokri. At

the event, the contractor
of the market, Hidayatul-
lah Khokhar, and Coun-
cilor of Dokri Town Com-
mittee, Habibullah
Khokhar, warmly wel-
comed the guests. Promi-
nent participants included
Ghulam Muhammad
Khokhar, Dr.  Nazir
Ahmed Khokhar, Muham-
mad Akram Kalhoro, Seth
Nisar Ahmed But, Abid
Ali - Channa,  Khadim
Zahrani, Yaseen Gadahi,
and others
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Nagqvi confirms
England Test series will
be held in Pakistan

LAHORE: The Pakistan

LAHORE: Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi on Saturday
dismissed reports claiming
non-availability of the ven-
ues for the upcoming three-
match Test series against
England, saying that the
matches will be held in Pak-
istan.

"No Tests will be played
outside [the country]. Multan
and Rawalpindi venues are
final." the PCB chief said in

see the ongoing renovation
s carried out at the
Stadium.

Earlier this week, reports

fule for
next month's three-match se-
ries could be altered due to
construction work at the
country's major stadiums.
The matches are sched-
uled to be held in Multan
(Oct 7-11). Karachi (Ogt 15-
19) and Rawalpindi (Oct 24-
28). But reports claim
the Karachi Test was
be moved to the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) - Pakistan's
"home venue" until cricket
retumed to the country.
England coach Brendon

emerged that the scheds

McCullum on Thursday also
addressed the issue while
speaking to reporters at The
Owal ahead of the third Test
against Sri Lanka

e don't really know
(what is happening in Pak-
istan) but we can't pick a
team until we know where
we're going to play." he said
"It would be nice if, over the
next couple of days, we
found out."

The former New Zealand
captain added: "Then we'll sit
down and make sure we'
got the Tlghl team for the
right conditions and the right
oppasition
England did not tour Pak-
istan between 2005 and
2022, owing to security con-
cems, with the PCB staging
matches in the UAE through-
out that pe

Addressing the reports,
Nagvi clarified that the Test
series between Pa
and England will be played
in Multan and Rawalpindi

He further shared that
the PCB is in contact with
the England and Wales
Cricket Board (ECE)
and "there are no is-
sues". —Agency

Aisamul Haq's Davis Cup
participation in doubt after

ISLAMABAD: Tennis star
and President of the Pakistan
Tennis Federation, Aisamul
Hag, has been diagnosed
with a herniated disc

The Pakistan Davis Cup
team departed from Islam-
abad 1o Barbados on Sarur-
day, where they will compete
against the host team in the
Davis Cup tie on September
14.

Aisam-ul-Hag was sched-
uled to join the team as a
plaver, but due 1o his herni-
ated disc, he was unable 1o
travel with them. His chances
of participating in the Davis
Cup tie are nOw uncerain

The eight-member Pak-
istani team traveling 1o Bar-
bados includes three offi-
cials. The team comprises
Aqeel Khan, Muhammad
Shoaib, Yusuf Khalil, and
Ahmad Qureshi

The officials are Hamid
Haq (captain), Muhammad
Khalid (coach), Colonel
(retd) Ziauddin Tufail (man-
ager secretary), and Muham-
mad Shahid (physio)

herniated disc diagnosis

The 48 nations competing
in the 2024 Davis Cup World
Group 1 and World Group 11
have revealed their teams,
featuring notable players
such as Novak Djokovic
from Serbia and Casper
Ruud from Norway.

In total, 228 players are
set [0 represent their coun-
tries in the World Group |
and 11 ties. Additionally, with
16 teams participating in the
Davis Cup Finals Group
Stage next week, over 300
athletes will be involved in
the competition this month.

Earlier this vear, Ten-
nis ace Aisamul Hag
Cureshi became the first
acrive player to hold the
President's office as he
sets eves on reviving the
sport in Pakistan

He is now the elected
chief of the Pakistan Ten-
nis Federation (PTF), re-
placing outgoing-presi-
dent politician  Salim
Saifullah. Aisam's tenure
will be for four years till
2028 —Agency

Face of the Day

About me: Llove taki

ame: Ahmed Khan

Location:
g selfies and posting
media

Karachi

Cricket Board (PCB) will
hold a "Connection Camp" -

the board's top brass - that
will design the Pakistan
cricket's future course of ac-
tions, sources told media on
Saturday

The sources said Pakistan
white ball head coach Gary
Kirsten, red ball head coach
Jason Gillespie, heads of
high performance centres,
senior cricketers, senior
board officials as well as in-
temational and domestic di-
rectors will attend the camp
meeting presided by PCB
Chairman Mohsin Nagvi.

The meeting is expected
to come about on September
2

Decisions about fate of
the team would be taken in
light of the recommendations
made in the Connection
Camp, the sources added

a meeting-cum-workshop of |

It should be noted that
Kirsten had gone to his
homeland after submitting a
report to the PCB in July,
whereas, Gillespie went back
to  Australia  after the
Bangladesh Test series fi-
asco.

The sources said the
coaches of red ball and white
ball cricket would hold a sep-
arate meeting among them-
selves.

Moreover, they said, ideas

will be exchanged about re-
placing captains of the
shorter and longer formats of
the game as there are fair
chances of replacement of
the skipper for the white ball
format. On the other hand,
Test skipper Shan Masood's
captaincy will also  be
scanned.

A day ago, sources had
told media that wicket-keeper
batsman Mohammad Rizwan
has emerged as the hot con-

PCB 'Connection Camp' to decide
Paklstan team's future

tender for the post of cap-
taincy, though initially for the
white ball cricket only.

Sources said that the
PCB's snubbing Babar Azam
from captaincy in the Cham-
pions One-Day Cup was an
indication that he might not
stay the national squad's cap-
tain in the longer run.

There was a fair chance of
appointment of a new captain
in place of the star batsman
later this year. the sources
said, adding that the appoint-
ment of new skipper for one-
day international and T20
formats was likely ahead of
the Australia tour, slated for
November.

The sources said Rizwan's
name was likely to be dis-
cussed for the lead role. If
agreed upon, the wicket-
keeper might be appointed as
captain for all the three for-
mats in the future, they main-
tained —Agency

KARACHI: England fast
bowler Mark Woed has been
ruled out of the upcoming se-
ries against Pakistan due to
an elbow injury which has
also ruled him out from the
remainder of the year.

According o the England
and Wales Cri Board
(ECB). Wood's injury will
not only keep him out of the
Pakistan tour but will also
sideline him from the series
against New Zealand.

The ECE statement said
that Wood sustained the
elbow injury during the se-
ries against the West Indies,
although he continued to play
in the subsequent Test match
against Sri Lanka

a

.

"He had noticed increas-
ing stiffness and discomfort
in his elbow during the Test
series against the West Indies
earlier in the summer

He played a full part in
the first Test against Sri
Lanka at Old Trafford man-

aging the discomfort whilst
he was bowling, during that
Test match, Wood also sus-
tained a right thigh injury,
which is being managed ar
from which he is recovering
well."

“Medical scans have con-

England's pacer Mark Wood ruled
out of upcoming Paklstan series

firmed that Wood has a bone
stress injury of the right
elbow injury,” the ECB said

According to the ECB,
Mark Wood will miss Eng-
land's upcoming winter Test
tours of Pakistan in October
and New Zealand in Decem-
ber and he aims to return to
full fitness by early 2025, in
time for England's white-ball
tour of India and the ICC
Champions Trophy in Pak-
istan. scheduled to begin in
February 2025, The ECE further
staned that Woods injury is being
minitond by specialists and that his
rehebiligaton songome, Hewill need
oorpleterestand medscal creien-
surehe regans fidl fimess and canre-
o the eam—Agency

NEW YORK: Taylor Fritz
fought back to defeat compa-
triot Frances Tiafoe at the US
Open, becoming the first
American man (o reach a
Grand Slam final in 15 years

Fritz, the world number
12, won 4-6, 7-5, 4-6, 6-4, 6-
1 and will take on top-ranked
Jannik Sinner for the title on
Sunday

the start and 1 was freaking
out a linle,” said 26-year-old
Fritz after securing victory
with a 16th ace.

“1 just told myself 1o stay
in it, hold serve and apply
scoreboard pressure.

“Ldid all I could 1o stay in
it If I hadn't have done that
I'd regrer it forever. In the
final, I will come out and
give it everything =

Australian Open cham-
pion Jannik Sinner earlier be-

“He overwhelmed me at B

came the first Italian man to
make the US Open final with
a 7-5, 7-6 (7/3), 6-2 win over
Britain's Jack Draper.

Andy Roddick was the
last American to make a
men's singles final at the
Slams at Wimbledon in 2009,
He was also the last man
from the country to capture a
Slam title when he won the
2003 US Open

Tiafoe went into Friday's
march trailing 6-1 in his

head-to-head record against
his comparriot.

However, he boasted the
more impressive Grand Slam
credential
second L
in his last three appearances.
Taylor Fritz was in un-
known  territory,  having
fallen ar the quarter-final
stage at the Slams on four oc-
casions

Tiafoe used  thar
greater experience to hit

Fritz defeats Tiafoe to book US Open
final clash with Smner

0 in the first
set to clinch the opener

Fritz, who had reached
the semi-final by defeat-
ng fourth-ranked
Alexander Zverev in the
previous round, was un-
able to convert a set point
in the 10th game of the
second set

He succeeded at the
next time of asking to
level the match before
handing the iniriative
straight back when Tiafoe
broke for 1-0 in the third
and held the advantage to
retake the lead.

In a match where
there were few rallies
and little real drama,
Fritz levelled again in
the 10th game of the
fourth set when Tiafoe
dumped a lazy drop shot
into the net. —Agency

Brazil got back to winning
ways in the South American
World Cup qualifiers with a
drab  1-0  wvictory over
Ecuador thanks to first-half
goal by Real Madrid forward
Rodrygo.
After its first streak of
losses in three successive
qualifiers, Brazil did just
enough to eam the win that
lifted the struggling five-time
World Cup champions to
fourth in the standings with
10 points

They are eight points be-
hind leaders Argentina and
only two points over Ecuador
in sixth, the last spot guaran-
teed a berth at the 2026 fi-
nals.

Brazil secures narrow
victory over Ecuador

with Rodrygo's goal
gl o .

Playing their first match
after a disappointing Copa
America defeat to Uruguay
i the quarter-final, Brazil
had another lacklustre per-
formance, dominating pos-
session but failing to create
clear chances throughout the
match.

Brazil misplaced too
many passes and struggled to
connect up front, out of ideas
on how to beat Ecuador's
rock solid defensive block

Ecuador were relentless
while applying a physically
aggressive pressure  high
with three hardworking for-
wards, making the locals un-
comfortable when putting the
ball in play —Agency

Italy stages

a comeback

to defeat France 3-1 in a
thrilling victory

Ttaly fell behind just 12 sec-
onds into the match but
staged a comeback to defeat
France 3-1 in a captivating
Nations League A Group 2
opener.

Bradley Barcola struck
early, scoring in the first
minute by exploiting a lapse
from Giovanni Di Lorenzo
and curling the ball past Gi-
anluigi Donnarumma.

Ttaly equalized after 30
minutes when Federico Di-
marca volleyed in a clever
back-heel pass from Sandro
Tonali, with the teams head-
ing into the break level fol-
lowing an exciting first half.

Five minutes after the in-
terval and France were
rocked again with Davide
Framesi putting Italy ahead,
and Giacomo Raspadorn gave
the visitors the breathing
space they needed in the 74th
minute to silence the Parc
des Prince crowd

Both sides came into the
game looking for redemption
after failing to impress ar

Euro 2024, bur it was ltaly

who eamed the much-needed
victory

Tt was a terrible start for
the visitors with I Lorenzo
taking far too long over a
back-pass and Barcola
pounced to score his first in-
temational goal

A frantic start to the game
gave lialy the chance to level
five minutes later but Frattesi
hammered a close range
header off the crossbar.

Donnarumma  pulled
off saves from Kylian
Mbappe and Michael

Olise, making his debut,
before Italy found the
equaliser, with Tonali's as-
sist just as impressive as
the strike which found the
net.

Tonali, back in the
side after serving a 10-
month ban for breaching
betting rules, played a
beautiful one-two with
Dimarco who continued
his run into the box and
struck a sweet left-footed
vaolley beyond the reach
of Maignan — Agency
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Lady Gaga e\pressed
love for her contemporary
pop stars.

The 38.year-old Bomn
This Way singer sat down
for a conversation with
Vogue where she expressed
how passionately she ad-
mires performers like Tay-
lor Swift, Billie Eili
Chappell Roan and Charli

"1 mean, 1 really love
them. I go on the internet
and, like, cry. And I love
Taylor Swift too)" she
stated and then proceeded
to add Kesha to the long
list as well.

“I watch it all, and I'm
like: "Yup. Go! Just go,"
Gaga gushed as the outlet
reported that she could be-
came audibly rather emo-
tional when discussing the
younger singers' careers

Please email us your photo for our Model Watch and
Kids™ Corner section at regionaltimes 10/@gmail.com

The A Star Is Born ac-

tress reportedly grabbed a
tissue to gather herself,

'Really happy' Lady Gaga
cheers on Taylor Swift,
Chappell Roan and more

, crooner rushed to the Pa-

continuing, "I'm not only
cheering them on, I want
them to know that my heart
is in it with them. And I
want them all to feel really
happy."

Her particular expres-
sion of love for Swift came
particularly after the Lowver

parazzi singer's defense
after Gaga posted a video
shutting down pregnancy
TUMOTS.

"Not pregnant - just
down bad cryin at the
uym,"” she captioned the
post borrowing lyrics from
Swift's The Tortured Poets
Department track, Down
Bad.

"Can we all agree that
it's invasive & irresponsi-
ble to comment on a
woman's body. Gaga does-
n't owe anyone an explana-
tion & neither does any
woman,”  Swift  com-

mented

Shakira settles tax fraud case for

Shakira gets caught in
second tax fraud case in
Spain nearly 10 months after
she was ordered to stand trial
in a §13.9 million tax evasion
case.

On July 20, a Spanish
court located in the town of
Esplugues de Llobregat near
Barcelona, Spain, said that it
has started a new investiga-
tion against Shakira
According to InTouch
Weekly, the recent investiga-
tion was linked to alleged
fraud on personal income tax
and wealth tax in 2018

As per the publication, the
second case was opened after
the Barcelona Economic
Crimes Prosecutor issued a
complaint that Shakira al-
legedly defrauded the Tax
Agency.

Additionally, the progecu-
tor's office filed a complaint
for two alleged tax cimes

In September 2024,
Shakira decided to settle the
515 million fraud case for the
sake of her two sons as
Shakira sad in a statement to
El Mundo, "1 did it to protect
my children and 10 g2t on

protection of her sons

with my life, not out of cow-
ardice or guilt.”

As per the outlet, the
Waka Waka singer's first
fraud case was determined
based on where she lived
from 2012 to 2014,

In this regards, the prose-
cutors in Barcelona claimed
that Shakira spent more than
half of that period in Spain
and argued that she should
have paid taxes in the coun-

3

" Furthermore, she al-
legedly owes 14.5 million
euros, which ig 313 9 mullion

in taxes on income earned
between those years,

It is worth mentioning
that Shakira previously re-
jected a settlement offer in
the case in July 2022, which
would have let them settle
the case out of court.

Ag per the outlet, the
singer chose to cut a plea
deal with the Spanish gov-
ernment just one day before
her trial was set to start on
MNovember 21. She agreed to
pay 37.6 million and received
a three-year suspended sen-
lence.




Sunday, September 08, 2024

REGIZ=NAL TIMES!

THIE
HEARTLAND

Allama Muhammad Baqir
Chandio lauds role of valiant
armed forces of the country

By Dildar Ali

TANDO ADAM: Renowned
scholar of Shia community,
Allama Muhammad Bagir
Chandio has emphasized that
the sacrifices and services
rendered for the defense of
Pakistan's security and inde-
pendence are invaluable.
These efforts are crucial for
overcoming both internal and
external crises, allowing Pak-

istan's forces to defend the
nation and safeguard national
security effectively. In his

message on Defense D
lama Chandio stated tha

the current situation, the pri-
mary responsibility of the
rulers is to protect the bor-

ders by prioritizing national
security and unity, He called
on the leadership to focus on
resolving the country's crises
and ensuring national cohe-
sion. He stressed that efforts
should be made to provide
peace and tranquility to the
people and to protect their
fundamental rights. Further-
more, he urged individuals to
foster unity, setting aside
tribal, linguistic, group, and
personal differences, and to
pledge to serve the nation as
their foremost priority.

MQM-Pakistan celebrates
Defence Day in Mirpurkhas

By Younic Chandio

MIRPURKHAS: Defense
Day was celebrated with
great enthusiasm by MOM
Pakistan's Mirpurkhas Dis-
trict. A special praver func-
fion was organized at the dis-
trict office to mark the
occasion. District In-Charge
Khalid Tabasum, along with
Joint District  In-Charges
Afag Ahmed Khan and
Saleem Memon, addressed
the gathering. They high-
lighted the significance of
September 6 in the history of

national pride and honor,
paying tribute to the martyrs'
eternal sacrifices. They em-
phasized that the day repre-
sents the unwavering deter-
mination and courage of the
nation, with Pakistan's armed
forces being a source of
pride. The speakers recalled
that on September 6, 1965,
during the battle of right ver-
sus wrong, the bravery of the
nation was demonstrated.
They noted that the memo-
ries of Defense Day are en-
during and cannot be erased
by time. Special prayers

were offered for the valor of
the nation's children, the de-
velopment and prosperity of
the country, and the advance-
ment of the right-wing
movement. The ceremony
saw a large tumout, includ-
ing Javed Arain, a member
of the Sindh Organizing
Committee, members of the
District Committee, APMSO
Central Member Haris Ra-
Jput, as well as elders,
women's department offi
cials, UC representatives,
and other department offi-
wials and workers.

Kotri's Amro community
demands justice against
extortionists

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: Social leader Ghu-
lam Sarwar Amro, resident
of Amra wvillage near
Jamshoro Station, held a
press conference at the Dis-
trict Press Club Kotri along
with his son Zafar Amro. He
alleged that some criminal
elements, including Tarig,
Ghulam Muhammad, Babar,
and Sabir, have been contin-

uously  extorting  money
from him, He stated that a
month ago, when he refused
10 pay extort Money,
these individuals attacked
his son and nephew with
knives, causing injuries. A
case has been registered re-
garding the incident. Ghu-
lam Sarwar Amro claimed
that the accused are now
using various tactics to ha-
rass and intimidate him. He

mentionad that recently, they
fabricated a false accusation
against him, which he be-
lieves should be investi-
gated. He further expressed
concern for his and his chil-
dren's safety and has ap-
pealed to the DIG Hyder-
abad, SSP Jamshoro, and
other authorities to ensure
justice. He warned that if
Justice is not served, he will
he forced to protest

Defence Day celebrated
in Luari Sharif with
national zeal

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: A special ceremony
was organized on the ocea-
sion of September 6th De-
fense Day by Pir of Luari
Sharif Hazrar Qibla Pir
Muhammad Sadig Qureshi
Nagshbandi. Pir Noorullah
Qureshi and Pir Muhammad
Saleh Qureshi participated in
the ceremony held in Luari
Sharif. In the ceremony, the
Holy Quran was recited for

the martyrs of the Pakistan
Army who sacrificed their
lives in the wars of 1963 and
1971 and special prayers
were offered for the prosper-
ity and security of our
beloved country and the Pak-
istan Army. Speaking to the
media on this occasion, Pir
Noorullah Qureshi and Pir
Muhammad Saleh Qureshi
said that today this ceremony
was organized by Pir of
Luari Sharif Hazrar Qibla Pir

Muhammad Sadig Qureshi
Nagshbandi. In this event,
Quran was recited o honor
the martyrs of Pakistan
Army and prayers were re-
quested for the prosperity of
Pakistan Army and Pakistan.
Along with the soldiers of
Dargah Alia Luari Sharif, the
soldiers of the devotees also
fought shoulder to shoulder
with the Pak Army on the
border and defeated the
enemy.

Talhar Police recover seven
stolen motorcycles

By Jibran Talpur

BADIN: In Badin, the palice
have made si
progress in recovering stolen
vehicles. Over the past
month, they have recovered
seven motorcycles stolen
from wvarious areas of the
city of Talhar and have ar-
rested a suspect, Rajib Mal-
lah. A case has been filed
against him. During a press
conference at the Talhar po-

lice station, DSP Shehzad Badin, the police formed a committed to maintaini

Soomro, SHO Manzoor Ja-

mali, and Allah Bachayo tracked down the suspects. ing stolen motorcycles, with
Khaskheli briefed the media While one suspect, Illahi the support of the commu-
about the operation. They re- Bux, remains at large, efforts n
ported that, following strict are underway to apprehend ing peace in the city.

instructions from SSP

team that successfully

him soon. The police are

law and order and recover-

¢ being crucial for restor-

ADC-I Kashif Raza
Mangi chairs meeting of
Badin's NGOs

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN:  An  important
meeting was held with the

NGOs

s in Darbar Hall,
chaired by Additional
Deputy  Commissioner-1,

Kashif Raza Mangi. During
the meeting, he acknowl-
edged the support of NGOs
and INGOs, stating that
they have consistently aided
the people during challeng-

ing times, alongside the dis-
trict administration. He
noted that this vear's mon-
soon rains were heavier
than usual, severely affect-
ing both urban and rural
areas. The district adminis-
tration is currently gather-
ing data to assess the losses
and organize relief efforts,
The purpose of the meeting
was to coordinate and en-
sure that immediate relief
reaches the affected people,

He wrged the representa-
tives to submit a copy of
their action plans to the
Deputy Commissioner's of-
fice so that aid can be dis-
tributed according to the
needs of the people. The
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner emphasized that
the top priority in relief ef-
forts is the drainage of rain-
water from affected areas,
particularly in schools and
hospitals

Mayor Muhammad
Rasheed Bhatti reviews
arrangements for Eid
Milad-un-Nabi (SAWW) in
Shaheed Benamrabad

By Faroog Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: A meeting
was held in the Municipal
Corporation's meeting hall
under the chairmanship of
Mayor of Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, Qazi Muham-
mad Rasheed Bhatti, and
the Municipal Commis-
sioner, Haji Abdul Razzaq
Shaikh, to prepare for the

Rabi-ul-Awwal  celebra-
tions. A large number of
scholars participated in the
meeting. Also present were
Superintendent  Engineer
Manthar Bhangwar, Sup.
intendent Engineer Muham-
mad Yasin Bhangwar, Ac-
counts Officer Akhtar Rind,
Assistant Accounts Officer
Javed Ali Zardari, Engineer
Magsood Arain and other
officials

GGHS Jhudo holds
an informative
educational seminar

By Shahid Majeed

JHUDO: At the Govemment
Girls High School in Jhudo,
an educational seminar was
organized under the leader-
ship of Headmistress Naheed
Talpur, The event was at-
tended by several distin-
hed  guests including
DEQ  Mirpurkhas  Tahir
Saleem, Chairman of Jhudo
Mir Kamran Talpur, Vice
Chairman  Zafar  Arain,
Taluka Education Officer
MNarayan Das, Abdul Aziz
Qambrani, Principal of Gov-
emment Boys Higher Sec-

ondary  School  Shaukat
Qaimkhani, senior journalist
Shahid Majeed, and other re-
spected individuals. During
the seminar, the school's stu-
dents presented various
tableaus, showcasing the
hard work and capabilities of
the school staff. DEO Tahir
Saleem briefed attendees
about the enroliment drive in
government schools, high-
lighting the vanous schemes
provided by the government
to promote and improve ed
cation, such as free adm
sions, free books, and free
education

Tando Allahyar Police
arrest two, recover 6

By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: DSP
City Usman Laghari, along
with SHO Section Afzal
Magsi, briefed the media and
reported that the Section Po-
lice, acting on a tip-off, con-
ducted an operation near
Tando Scomra Link Road
During the operation, they
arrested two suspects in-
volved in a motorcycle theft
gang, recovering six stolen
motorcycles. The arrested in-
dividuals, Kashif Abbasi and

motorcycles

& I
Nasir Gori Pathan, are resi-
dents of Hyderabad and were
involved in stealing motorey-
cles from Tando Allahyar
city and surrounding areas
According to the DSP, the
suspects would steal motor-
cycles and initially gather
them at one location near
Tando Soomro Link Road
before moving them to an-
other site. The police are cur-
rently interrogating the sus-
pects and will ensure that all

brought to justice.

Umerkot's BISP beneficiaries
decry non-issuance of their
stipends

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: In the Pithoro
Tehsil, the distribution of Be-
nazir Income Support Pro-
gram (BISP) funds has yet to
begin, leaving many deserv-
ing women in distress. Hun-
dreds of women from far-off
areas have arrived at the In-
come Support Center to re-
ceive their payments, only to
find the services halted. The
wormen expressed their frus-
tration, saying, we traveled
long distances and paid fares
to reach the center, but we
didn't receive the installment.

Two centers were established

for the distribution of the
BISP installment, one in
Pithoro city and the other in
Shadi Palli, where large
crowds of women gathered.
However, the installment dis-
tribution has not yet started,
leaving the women deeply
worried. The administration
explained that the delay is
due to a location issue, and
once the location is updated,
the provision of funds will
commence. Additionally, no
proper arrangements were
made outside the center for
the women, and due to
they had to endure signifi-
cant hardships.

members of the gang are |

By Yousif Rind

MAD:
genocide of Palestinians dur-
ing the ongoing war by Israel
and the killing of innocent
children, people from vari-
ous communities have
blocked the National High-
way at the Govermnment
Khooh Stop near Nawab
Wali Muhammad. According
to details, under the leader-

ship of Sardar Abdul Latif
Kaloi, Sarwar Kaloi, Hafiz
Muhammad Ameen Rahu,
Lal Bakhsh Brohi, Siyano
Jungjo, and other prominent
leaders, a one-hour sit-in was
held on the National High-
way, effectively blocking
both sides of the highway.

NAWAB WALI MUHAM- §
In protest against §

During the protest, the lead-
ers spoke to the media, ex-
pressing their grief over Is-
rael's continued oppression
of Palestinians and the tragic
killing of innocent children
in hospitals. They criticized
human rights organizations
and international courts for
their silence on [srael’s ac-

NWM's civil society blocks
national highway against
ongoing gen0c1de in Palestine

tions. The protestors stated
that their demonstration is
against Israel's ongoing
atrocities, and demanded an
end to the conflict with
Palestinians, who they con-
sider their Muslim brothers.
They warned that if the vio-
lence does not cease, their
protest will continue.

Syed Asif Ali Shah
Sabzwari-led delegation visits

Kohistan's ancient sites

By Shoukat Khaskheli

President of Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party (PPP) Jamshoro
District, Syed Asif Ali Shah
Sabzwari, along with Syed
Sardar Ali  Shah, Syed
Shahzad Haider Shah, Chair-
man Municipal Committee
Sehwan, Syed Zeeshan Ali
Shah, Syed Moazam Ali
Shah, PPP Taluka Thana
Bula Khan President Com-
rade Bhagwan Das Kohis-
tani, Information Secretary
Imtiaz  Manganhar, and
Sameer Khaskheli, visited
ancient sites in Kohistan
Tong Sharif. The historical
sites they visited included
the historic graveyards of
Jam Lohar, Bhonshi, Miri
Batti, and the shnine (|| Ratan
Nath. Syed Asif Ali Shah

THANA BULA KHAN: The @

emphasized that these are
historic sites which need
preservation  efforts.  He
mentioned that steps will
soon be taken to protect
these sites in collaboration
with Chief Minister Sindh
Syed Murad Al
Minister of Cult
chaeology Syed
Shah. He expressed regret
that a daily wage worker as-

signed to thes
received their salary for the
past five months and men-
tioned that he will discuss
this issue with Syed Zulfikar
Ali Shah to ensure that pay-
ments are made soon, After-
ward, Syed Asif Ali Shah
also extended condolences
over the death of the father
of former UC Tong Nazim
Muhammad Bux Lahrani

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: In Tando Muham-
mad Khan, an artempt was
made to block the drainage
pipeline holes with cement
blocks in the heavily popu-
lated area of Soomra
Muhalla, which is adjacent
1o five neighborhoods. Upon
receiving immediate notifi-
cation, municipal authorities
intervened and successfully

removed the cement blocks
from the gutter line holes,
thwarting the sabotage at-
tempt. However, due to the
cement blocks, the gutter
water overflowed again, and
efforts w drain it using
pipeline motors began The
water drainage was not com-
pleted until late at night. Mu-
nicipal  Chairman  Syed
Shahnawaz Shah stated that
a year ago, similar sabotage
had resulted in 100 feet of

Unidentified people block
drainage pipeline holes with
cement in TMK

damage to the gutter line in
the Soomra  Mubhalla
drainage scheme. Heavy ma-
chinery was used to repair
the damage, and new
pipelines were installed. This
recent attempt at sabotage,
which was unsuccessful, is
now under investi
municipal authorities.
clear evidence of the sabo-
tage is found, immediate ac-
tion will be taken, and an
FIR will be filed

By Ahraf Kunbhar

MITHI: The Thar Education
Alliance has decided to
make the village of Malhan-
pur Vena a model village in
terms of education. A meet-
ing was held with the teach-
ers of six schools in the vil-
lage to  bring  all
out-of-school children into
the schools, provide techni-

cal training, and ensure all
facilities are available in the

schools. The decision 1w
transfarm Malnhor Vena, a
village in Tharparkar, into an
educational model village
was made by the Thar Edu-
cation Alliance. In this re-
gard, the Chief Executive
Officer of the Thar Educa-
tion Alliance, Partab Shivani,
held a meeting with the
teachers of the six schools at
Malnhor Vena High School
During the meeting, sugges-
tions were taken from the

TEA announces to make
Thar's Malhanpur Vena a
model village

teachers on how 1o bring all
out-of-school children back
to the classrooms. Speaking
on the occasion, Partab Shiv-
ani said that Malnhar Vena
will be the first village in
Sindh where it has been de-
cided to provide both aca-
demic and technical educa-
tiom to all children. He added
that the support of the entire
village has been secured to
ensure the success of this ini-
tiative

REGIZ=NAL TIMES

M NEY

SLAMABAD: Bureau of
Emigration and Overseas
Employment (BEOE) an at-
tached department of the
Ministry of Overseas Pak-
istanis and Human Resource
Development (OP&HD) had
blacklisted around 40 techni-
cal trade centers across the
country due to the complaints
and involved in fraud cases
with innocent citizens.

An official source re-

3 vealed that the mamn function
of this department is to con-

| trol and regulate emigration
Vunder the Emigration Ordi-

nance, 1979, and promote the
Emigration of Pakistami Citi-
zens.

It is also the responsibility
to look after the emigrants’
interests and welfare and ad-
vise the Federal Government
on emigration policies and
and

ployment Promoters through
7 Protectorates of Emigrants
Offices and Processing of
Overseas Employment Pro-
moters (OEFP) Licences, he
added. BEOE also provides
the platform for pre-depar-

Pakistan Blacklists Over 40
Technical Institutes: BEOE

ture briefing to Emigrants
and mandatory Insurance
coverage to Pakistani work-
ers abroad. Memorandum of
Understating with Foreign
Countries for Export of Man-
power and Management of
State Life Emigrants Insur-
ance Fund (SLEIF) were the
main functions of this depart-
ment. He said that BEOE has
advised the foreign job-seek-
ers to only reach out to the
valid Overseas Employment
Promoters to avert any loss
of time, money, and their en-
ergies —RT/Agency
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Karachi Bus Terminal
Relocation To Continue Despite
Opposition: Shar]eel

KARACHL Sindh Senior
Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon stated that despite
the provision of a free shut-
tle service to the new bus
terminal in Karachi, some
bus operators have filed
cases against the action on
false and  fabricated
grounds.

Some operators are re-
sisting legal action or pur-
suing personal interests, at-
tempting to pressure public
office holders, he added.

In a statement, Sindh
Senior Minister and Provin-
cial Minister for Informa-
tion, Transport, Excise,
Taxation, and Narcotics
Control, Sharjeel Inam
Memon, said that the trans-
fer of terminals will be en-
sured under all circum-
stances, pressure is being
exerted, but the work will
continue regardless.

He stated that the pur-
pose of shifting the termi-
nals outside the city of
Karachi is to eliminate ille-
gal bus stands from city

roads. The transport depart-
ment is committed to up-
holding the rule of law and
complying with court or-
ders

Senior Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon stated that the
establishment of bus termi-
nals outside the city limits
is in accordance with court
orders.

All stakeholders should
respect and cooperate with
the law:

The Sindh government
is aware of the challenges

faced by transporters and
aims to resolve the suffer-
ings of the citizens without
adversely affecting the
transporters’ businesses.
He clarified that negoti-
ations with the transporters
will continue, with meas-
ures being taken to consider
the interests of all stake-
holders.
The Transport Depart-
ment is committed to ensur-
ing smooth and legal trans-
port operations within the
capital city of Sindh. —RT

SHC Issues Notices To
Government And Nepra In
Capacity Payments Case

KARACHI: The Sindh
High Court (SHC) on Sat-
urday issued notices to the
federal government
NEPRA. federal secretary
energy, K-Electric and
others  over capacity
charges pavment to the
IPPs. media reported

A petition filed in the
high court pleaded that the
Supreme Court had or-
dered forensic audit of the
independent power pro-
ducers (IPPs). Instead of
compliance of the order of
the apex court capacity
charges payments being
made, petitioner's counsel
said

Petitioner seeks court

order for suspension of
the capacity payments
until the forensic audit
being conducted.

Capacity pavment
refers to the payvment
made monthly by con-
sumers to the power-pro-
ducing  companies {0
maintain its capacity to
wenerate electricity, ensur-
ing that additional demand
can be met

Notably, these capacity
payments to IPPs are
made in US dollars, not in
Pakistani rupees

Tt is pertinent to men-
tion here that the Govern-
ment of Pakistan esti-
mated capacity payments

to IPPs amounting to Rs
2,091 billion for the cur-
rent fiscal vear,

The escalating electric-
ity costs in Pakistan are
largely attributed to ca-
pacity charges, with 22
government-owned com-
panies accounting for a
substantial 48% of these
charges, In the past three
maonths alone, these com-
panies have received a
staggering Rs16% 36 bil-
lion in capacity charges,
according to sources, This
financial allocation con-
tinues despite many of
these power planis not
operating at full capac-
ity —RT/Agency

SSP Malir Kashif Aftab Abbasi
reviews security arrangements for
12th Rabi-ul-Awwal celebrations

By Asif Qureshi

S5P  Malir
fiab Abbasi has is-
sued instructions w ensure
foolproof security for the
processions and gatherings
on the occasion of 12th Rabi-
ul-Awwal. A meeting was
held with the consultation of
Ulema (religious scholars)
under the leadership of SSP
Malir Kashif Aftab Abbasi,
Colonel  Aqif of Bhirai

Rangers and SP Malir Saced
Rind 1o review the security
arrangements for processions
and gatherings during the
month of Rabi-ul-Awwal
During the meeting, Ulema
provided suggestions regard-
ing the security and arrange-
ments for processions and
gatherings in District Malir.
SSP Malir issued direc-
tives based on these sug-
gestions o ensure proper
security arrangements. He

also emphasized the need
1o further improve the se-
curity of the routes for pro-
ssions on 12th Rabi-ul-
Awwal. The meeting was
attended by SP Malir, all
SDPOs  (Sub-Divisional
Police Officers), and SHOs
(Station House Officers)
SSP Malir instructed all
SDPOs and SHOs to en-
sure foolproof security
arrangements for the pro-
cessions

=

Electrical Fault
Disrupts Power At
Civil Hospital; KE

Assists In Restoration

KARACHIL: A power out-
age at Civil Hospital was
caused by an internal
ng fault, not an issue
with the external grid,
according to a statement
by K-Electric (KE) on
Saturday. Although inter-
nal wiring falls outside
KE's jurisdiction, the

| utility provider stepped

in to assist due to the
hospital's critical role in
patient care.

Upeon the hospital ad-
ministration's request,
KE dispatched a team to
help restore power. AKE
spokesperson  empha-
sized that while the com-
pany offered help on hu-
manitarian grounds,

hospitals and other es-
sential institutions
should ensure they have
trained electrical staff
and conduct regular
maintenance to avoid
similar incidents in the
future.

“While we were able
to respond this time, crit-
ical institutions like hos-
pitals should be equipped
te handle such situations
independently for faster
reselution,”
spokesperson added.

KE's distribution team
worked closely with
Civil Hospital's staff to
resolve the issue, ensur-
ing the quick restoration
of power. —RT/Agency

Stepfather Allegedly
Forces Stepdaughter

To Present

Herself As

A Male For Work

KARACHL: In a disturb-
ing case from Orangi
Town. a 19-yvear-old girl
named Curatul Ain has ac-
cused her stepfather, Shah
Hussain. of forcing her to
change her identity and
work as a boy. According
to media reports, Quratul
Ain claims her stepfather,
who married her mothe
March 2023, has been
compelling her to labor
under a false identity.

In addition to the
forced labor, the girl has
also alleged that her step-

father fraudulently trans-
ferred her mother's prop-
erty into his own name.
Both Quratul Ain and her
mother have reportedly
been held captive by Hus-
sain, restricting their fre
dom and forcing the g
to work against her will.
The local community
has  confirmed  that
Quratul Ain has been seen
working under the gui
of a boy. Police have yet
to receive a formal com-
plaint from the affected
family, —RT/ Agency

ASEAN Day
Bowling Tournament
Fosters Unity And
Frlendshlp

KARACHLI In celebration of
ASEAN Day on 8th
the Consulate General of
Malaysia in Karachi organ-
ized the 2n, EAN Friend-
ship ling Tournament,

WB-Supported WASH Program
Encourages ‘Behavior Change’ In
Karachi’s Informal Settlements

KARACHTI: Karachi's infor-
mal settlements, such as
Soba Nagar in Gulberg
Town, continue to grapple
with inadequate access to
basic utilities, especially
water, sanitation, and hy-
giene (WASH), leading to
severe public health con-
cerns. In response, the
Karachi Water and Sewer-
age Services Improvement
Project (KWSSIP), in part-
nership with the National
Rural Support Programme
(NRSP) and funded by the
World Bank, has launched
an initiative to address these
pressing challenges.

The project, which tar-
gets Soba Nagar and other
underserved areas like Essa
Magri, aims to improve
water and sewerage infra-
structure while promoting
better WASH  practices
through community engage-
ment. On Friday, a key
milestone was reached as
residents of Soba Nagar par-
ficipated in a "Behavior
Change" session led by
Communication and Advo-
cacy Specialist Kashif Sid-
diqui.

The session covered crit-
ical topics, including the im-
portance of clean water,

proper sanitation, personal
hygiene, and waste manage-
ment. Demonstrations on
handwashing  techniques,
safe water storage, and envi-
ronmental care were pro-
vided, along with discus-
sions on food hygiene and
the role of community edu-
cation. The initiative also
emphasized the formation of
Community-Based Organi-
zations (CBOs) to ensure
long-term local manage-
ment of WASH issues
"This session has truly
opened our eyes to the
power of simple hygiene

practices in preventing ill-

ness, said resident
Rukhsana Jamshed, reflect-
ing the impact of the proj-
ect.  Local shopkeeper
Anwar Ali echoed her senti-
ments, stating, "We now un-
derstand that proactive steps
can plUILU our families'
health.”

The initiative, with its
focus on both immediate
needs  and  sustainable
change, marks a signifi-
cant step towards improv-
ing the quality of life in
Karachi's informal settle-
ments, —RT

bringing together participants
from ASEAN consulates and
the Trade Office. Held on Tth
September 2024 at Royal
Rodale, DHA, Karachi, the
event aimed to foster cama-
raderie and strengthen bonds
amang ASEAN nations.
The tournament, featur-
ing teams from the Con-
sulate General of Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thailand, Viet-
nam, and the Philippines,
promoted cultural exchange
and goodwill. Participants

skills while celebrating
shared values and tradi-
tions

Consul General Herman
Hardynata Ahmad empha-
sized the event's role in re-
inforcing ASEAN's "unity
in diversity," reflecting the
organization's vision of
peace, stability, and pros-
perity. The tournament pro-
vided a platform for cross-
cultural interaction,
building lasting friendships
amang member states

The Consulate General
of Malaysia extended its
gratitude to all participants
and sponsors, expressing
hope for future tournaments
to further enhance ASEAN

showcased their bowling unity. —|

Thieves steal motorcycle
of folksinger Wahid
Lashari’s son

By Asit Qurosni

KARACHI: In the area of
Gulshan-e-Hadeed Phase-2, |
in front of Jamia Masjid Bab-

¢-Rehmat, a motoreyele be-
longing to the son of Sindh's
folksinger Waheed Lashari,
model Honda KPAO317
CD, was stolen by unknown
assailants from the market.
In response to the theft, po-
litical, social organization
leaders, and the artist com-
munity  have  strongly
protested. They stated that
due to negligence by the
Steel Town police, lawless-
ness  has  reached new
heights. They demand that Malir take notice of the law
the IG Sindh. Add 1G and order situation in the re-
Karachi, DIG East, and S5P gion

Karachi Mayor Unveils
Rs12.75 Billion Water Supply
Initiative For The City

KARACHI: Karachi Mayor
Murtaza Wahab has an-
nounced that the Sindh
government has approved
the installation of two new
water supply lines at a cost
of Rs12.75 billion to ad-
dress the city's water short-
age. The project is expected
to be completed within a
year.

During a media briefing
at the Treatment Plant
Three on Mauripur Road on
Saturday, Wahab high-
lighted the Eloba] water cri-
sis, stating, "Water scarcity
is increasing worldwide,
and in some countries, re-
cycled water is used for
drinking purposes. While
this practice is not common
in our country. it's time we
consider recycling water
and making seawater us-
able.”

He added that treated
water would be tested in
laboratories to assess its
suitability for industrial and
construction  purposes.

Wahab also mentioned that
advertisements have been
placed for the construction
of a fourth treatment plant
in Ibrahim Hyderi, which
will soon be operational
Speaking about mod-
ernisation  efforts,  the
mayor remarked, "Coun-
tries that have made bold,
innovative decisions are the
ones providing better serv-
ices fo their people. Unfor-
tunately, in cur country,
progress has stalled, and

decisions are delayed."

In response to a ques-
tion, Wahab criticised the
federal government for not
opening the Lyari Express-
way, claiming it is "being
blackmailed." He also
called on the MOM to ex-
plain what benefits they
have secured for Karachi
from the federal govern-
ment.

The mayor criticised the
MOM for protesting out-
side K-Electric's head of-
fice, reminding them that
privatisation of the utility
oceurred  during  their
tenure.

Murtaza Wahab praised
the Water Corporation's of-
ficers and consultants for
their swift action in ad-
dressing Karachi's water is-
sues. He stated that efforts
are underway to treat river,
sea, and sewage water,
promising te deliver on the
commitments made to re-
solve the city's water prob-
lems —RT

Danish Aman Elected Unopposed
As Chairman Of Pakistan Tanners
Association (PTA-SZ)

KARACHI: Mr.  Danish
Aman has been elected unop-
posed as the Chairman of the
Pakistan Tanners Associa-
tion, Southern Zone (PTA-
SZ). for the upcoming term.
His election was confirmed
during the association's re-
cent meeting, where mem-
bers expressed confidence in
his leadership abilities

Mr. Aman, a prominent fig-
urein the tanning industry, is set
10 lead PTA-SZ with a focus on
addressing industry challenges,

uwnmnm_., auslillll']l!le prac-
tices, amd enhancing Pakistan's
position in the global leather

market He thanked the mem-
bers for their trust and assured
his commitment to advancing
the interests of the association
and its mem!

The Pakistan Tanners Asso-
ciation plays a crucial role in
representing the leather sector
in the country, with a focus on
policy advocacy, exports, and
industry  development.  Mr.
Aman's unopposed election re-
flects the confidence of the
members in his vision and lead-
ership for the sector—RT

Policeman Wounded During
Karachi Raid

KARACHT: A police officer
was injured after the accused
opened fire at the raiding
party in Karachi’s Quaidabad
area, media reported on Sat-
urday.

Acting on the tip of
Hawala Hundi network, the

Federal Investigation Agency
(FIA) State Bank Circle
Team conducted a raid in
Quaidabad mobile market
area in Karachi along with
four police vehicles.

The suspects opened fire
at the raiding team of FIA

and police before flee the
scene, leaving one police of-
ficer injured. The injured po-
liceman was rushed to Jinnah
hospital for immediate med-
ical attention, while an FIR
has been filed against the
suspects —RT/Agency

FIA Arrests Two Travelers
With Fake Canadian
Passports At Karachi Alrport

KARACHI: Two passengers
attempting to leave the coun-
try with fake passports were
arrested ar Karachi Airport.
The Federal Investigarion
Agency (FLA) reported that
immigration official Muham-
mad Adnan, who assisted the
passengers, was also ar-
rested. The detained individ-

uals, identified as Muham-

mad Bashir and Rizwan
Khan, were on an interna-
tional flight to Canada The
Canadian passports they pre-
sented were found to be
fraudulent after a tharough
inspection by the Secondary
Line Office. The report from
the office indicated that the
passports lacked several se-
curity features. Initial inves-
tigations revealed that the
suspects acquired the fake

passports for Rs. 10 million
each from an agent named
Usman from Wazirahad

The suspects have been
transferred to the Anti-
Human Trafficking Circle in
Karachi for further legal pro-
ceedings. FIA Director Gen-

eral Ahmad Ishaq praised
the team's performance,
highlighting the crucial
role of modern equipment
at the Secondary Line Bor-
der Control Offices in pre-

nting human  traffick-
ing —RT/Agency

Tigress At
Karachi Zoo
Dies After
Prolonged

Illness

KARACHLI: In a rather sor-
rowful development for ani-
mal lovers in the port city, a
Bengal tigress residing at the
Karachi Zoo died last week,
media leamt on Saturday. Con-
firming that the tigress "died a
werk ago”, the zoo administra-
fion said that the animal passed
away after a prolonged iliness.
Providing details on the matter,
Karachi Metropolitan Corpo-
ration (KMC) officials said the
big cat was 30 years old and
passed away due to natural
causes. They also added that
the Bengal Tagers' average life
span is between 18 to 20 years.
According to the World
Wildlife Fund (WWF), Royal
Bengal Tigers (Panthera tigns
figris) are found in India,
Mepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh
and generally live anywhere
between 14 to 16 years in the

Shutdown of Gas Supply

at SMS Tando Adam

wild —RT/Agency

SSGC is going to undertake a major job in respect of gas
pipeline for which gas shutdown will take place at SMS
Tanda Adam. The valued customers of Sui Southern Gas
Company are hereby informed that gas supply to Industrial
/ CNG Stations, Commercial and Domestic customers shall
remain suspended to the following areasfvillages during shut
down as per schedule.

) 0 L0
Date From To Duration
Thursday, 12-09-2024] 13:00 pm [ 12:00 pm | 06 Hours |

During the shutdown following areas will be affected:
Village Mulla Makhan, Village Majeed Dero, Village Sanjar
Junejo, Village Ghulam Qadir Jungjo & enroute Village,
Tando Adam City, Village Khuda Bux Khoso, Village Kirar
Khoso, Village Mitho Khoso, Village Ali Muhammad Khoso,
Village Arbab Chandio, Village Mir Hassan Marri, Village
Peeral Makorani, Village Muh d Bux Makorani, Village
Chibbhar Makerani, Village Alam Baloch, Village Tara Bagh,
Village Shoukat Magsi, Village Mir Muhammad Magsi, Village
Berani, Jam Mawaz Ali, Village Lal Bux Sclangi, Cadet
Collage Jam Nawaz Ali, Village Sadiq Wassan, Village
Berwari, Nawabad, Village Sher Bahadur & enroute Villages.

SSGC regrets for the inconvenience caused. §
. m ;
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""After climbing a great hill, one

only finds that there are many
more hills to climb."

—Nelson Mandela
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LONDON: Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Muhammad Ishaq Dar
said on Saturday that the
claims of Pakistan being in
international isolation have
been proven wrong due to the
active guidance and tireless
efforts of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and his team

Speaking to the media,
Dar highlighted that Pakistan
has secured a non-permanent
seat on the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) for
two years, gamnering 182
votes— a significant increase
compared to the single-vote
majority it achieved 12 years
ago. The first congratulatory
message was received from
David Lammy, the UK For-
eign Secrefary.

He slaled ‘that Pakistan
will actively contribute as a
non-permanent member dur-
ing its term and is currently
engaged in discussions with
permanent member states to

PM Shatters ‘Pakistan
Isolatlon’ Narratlve

finalize its agenda. Pakistan
aims to play a proactive role
in addressing global conflicts
and plans to strongly advo-
cate for the issues of Pales-
tine, Kashmir, and Islamo-
phobia at the UNSC.

He emphasized lhal itis
the global community’s re-
sponsibility to implement
UN resolutions on interna-
tional conflicts. He expressed

regret that the UN resolutions
on Kashmir remained unim-
plemented.

Similarly, resolutions
concerning the Gaza bomb-
ings have welded no results,
despite the tragic loss of over
40,000 Palest lives. Pak-
istan will per in advocat-
ing for these issues across all
forums, including the OIC,
D8, and the UN.

Dar mentioned that he has
already taken up the issues of
Palestineg, Kashmir, and Is-
lamophobia at various fo-
rums. Additionally, for the
first time, the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation {OIC)
has appointed a special repre-
sentative of the Secretary-
General specifically to com-
bat Islamophobia. He noted
that Pakistan has already sent
nine consignments of med-
ical and essential supplies to
Palestine. Moreover, Pakistan
has decided to continue the
education of Palestinian med-
ical students whose studies
were interrupted or left in-
complete by admitting them
to complete their studies in
Pakistani medical colleges.
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishag Dar
stated that efforts are under-
way to quickly restore flights
between Pakistan and the
United Kingdom, which will
benefit the Pakistani dias-

pora. “We've updated laws 1o
meet UK Aviation Authority
standards to resolve the PIA
flight issue,” Dar said. He
also noted that a previous
PTI minister’s statement had
led to the grounding of Pak-
istani aircraft in Europe and
the UK

During his UK visit, Dar
revealed plans to privatize
Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) and outsource Is-
lamabad International Air-
port, aiming for completion
by the 10th of next month.
He stressed that Pakistan val-
ues its partnership with the
UK. with the Pakistani dias-
pora being a key element of
this relationship. Discussing
his meetings with UK minis-
ters and others, he described
his discussion with the
British Foreign Secretary as
highly positive, with both
parties committed to elevat-
ing their bilateral strategic re-
lations —RT/ Agency

President Signs
‘Peaceful Assembly’ Bill

ISLAMABAD: Following
approval from both houses of

the parliament, President Asif g

Ali Zardari on Saturday gave
assent to Peaceful Assembly
and Public Order Bill, 20247,

With the approval by the §

president, the bill has tumed
0 law and ready to be im-
plemented.

Under the new law, Ts-

lamabad DC would grant
permission for rallies, In case
of rejection, an appeal could
be made to the Chief Com-
MISSIoner

The bill aimed to regulate
public gatherings to ensure
they do not disrupt public
order

After the passage of the
bill in NA with a majority
vote on Friday, Law Minister
Azam Nazir Tarar said the

Into Law

purpose of the bill was to
maintain peace during public
assemblies and processions
He dismissed the opposi-
5, noting that
number of
demonstrations in the federal
capital had caused significant
inconvenience 1o citizens.
Tarar added that, “the
‘Peaceful Assembly and Pub-

*
lic Order Bill 2024° is an ef-
fort to ensure that the public
arder is not disturbed by pub-
lic gatherings.

He rejected the notion of
the opposition and said the
federal capital was seemingly
“under siege” and the grow-
ing number of processions
had made the lives of citizens
miserable —RT/Agency

PM Praises PAF’s
Sacrifice And
Professionalism

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Sat-
urday paid tribute to the
Pakistan Air Force's (PAF)
unwavering sacrifices and
professional excellence on
the occasion of Air Force
Day

He commended the
bravery and valor of PAF
personnel, who despite
being outnumbered,
thwarted the enemy's mali-
cious intentions with their
courage

“On September 7, 1965,
the PAF's Shaheens created
history of courage, bravery
and courage,” the prime
minister said in a message.

He particularly men-
tioned the heroics of MM
Alam, who downed five
enemy aircraft within a

minute their
pride
Meanwhile, the prime
minister, in a post on his of-
ficial X timeline, saluted
the courageous air warriors
and their families on Air
Force Day

“Pakistan takes pride in

shattering

the courage, dedication, and
commitment demonstrated
by its Air Force.” He said
their exceptional service
and prowess ensured that
“our skies are safe and their
determination and valor
contributes to a stronger
Pakistan” —RT/Agency

Sindh, Centre Clash
Over Development Fund
Allocation

ISLAMABAD: The federal |

and Sindh governments are at
odds over the allocation
provincial  development
funds, ARY News reported
According to sources, the
Ministry of Finance has writ-
ten a letter to the Sindh gov-
emment, stating that Rs 9 bil-
lion 97 crore has be

released to all provinces as &S

development funds

In the current financial
vear, Sindh has received the
highest amount of Rs 5 bil-
lion 58 crore, while
Pakhtunkhwa has
the lowest amount of only Rs
39 crore. Balochistan has re-
ceived over Rs 3 billion,
while Punjab has received Rs
90 crore as development
funds, sources added

Despite receiving the
highest amount of develop-
ment funds, the Sindh gov-
emment is  complaining
about the release of funds.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had given mstructions

to the Ministry of Finance
and Planning to release the
development funds

Later, Sindh Chief Minis-
ter Syed Murad Ali Shah
wrote a letter to Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif regard-
ing the non-release of devel-
opment funds. Moreover, the
Ministry of Finance assured
Sindh that funds will be re-
leased under the Annual De-
selopment Plan. Due to low
revenue, 15% of develop-
ment funds will be released
duning the first quarter of the
current financial year, while
40% will be released during
the last quarter. Its important

to note here that the federal
government allocated Rs 78
billion for various develop-
ment projects in Sindh under
the Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP) for
the current financial year. Ac-
cording to the PSDP docu-
ment, Rs 1.14 billion already
released for different projects
in the first two months of the
current financial year.

The document stated
that Rs 1 billion allocated
for the Sindh Coastal High-
way, while Rs 1.6 billion
for the Stone Pitching
Maorthern Dadu Canal proj-
ect —RT/Agency

Hafiz Naeem
Demands
Immediate Removal
Of Electricity Taxes

LAHORE: Jamaat-e-Islami
Emir  Hafiz Naeemur
Rehman has called for the
removal of taxes from elec-
tricity bills.

Speaking to the media in
Lahore, Rehman demanded
that the 36 types of taxes
imposed on electricity bills
be abolished

He criticised the Punjab
government's relief of Rs14
as insufficient. On the other
hand, he argued that such

relief” should be
mented nationwide

Rehman also mentioned
that the recent shutter-down
strike organized by his
party was successful. He
further said that they
planned to hold more
strikes and seek legal reme-
dies if necessary. Addition-
ally, he claimed that the on-
x terrorism in the country
had links to India and the
United States. —RT/Agency

imple-

Govt Stays Silent

On Election Day

Mobile, Internet
Blackout

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Ministry of Interior has de-
clined to provide reasons for
shutting down mobile and
internet services on Febru-
ary 8, the day of Pakistan's
general elections, citing na-
tional security concems
According to media, a
request was filed with the
Pakistan Information Com-
mission to learn why the
services were disrupted dur-
ing the election. In re-
sponse, the ministry classi-
fied the information under
the Right to Information
Act, saying it could not be
d due to national se-

curity.

The Information Com-
mission granted the Interior
Ministry an exemption from
sharing the information

The Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA)
stated that it follows federal
government directives, and
the services were shut down
on Election Day under or-
ders from the ministry.

The commission has yet
to issue a detailed ruling,
while the Ministry of Infor-
mation made no remarks on
the classification. The Inte-
rior Ministry maintained
that disclosing the details
would compromise national
security —RT/Agency

PTI Accepts Omar
Ayub’s Resignation As
Secretary General

ISLAMABAD: The resigna-
tion of Omar Ayub as the sec-
retary general of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
been approved by the party

amidst ongoing restructuring §
and reshuffling within the

Omar Ayub, who also
serves as the Leader of Op-
position in the National As-
sembly, submitted his resig-
nation on September 5, citing
the overwhelming workload
associated with his multiple
roles

He expressed his grati-
tude for the approval and

stated that he will continue to i

contribute to the party as a
dedicated member.

In his resignation state-
ment, Ayub revealed that he
had previously resigned on
June 22, but that resignation
had not been accepted

{ M
He attributed the decision
to step down to the demand-

The PTI founder has also
restructured the party’s ad-

- ministrative functions, with

court hearings, and handling
constitutional matters

Party sources indicate that
Salman Akram Raja has been
appointed as the new secre-
tary general, taking over
Ayub’s former role

‘Omar Ayub and Senator Shi-
bli Faraz leading parliamen-
tary affairs, while Racof Has-
san will head the party’s
think tank. The restructuring
aims to streamline the party s

po
tively. —RT Agency

PTI’s Power Show To Fight
For Judiciary Independence:
Barrister Gohar

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-¢-Insaf {PTI)
Chairman Barrister Gohar
said that the Sept 8 rally
would be for the independ-
ence of judiciary

In his statement issued
on Saturday, he said that -
morrow’s rally would be
historical and it would
break all previous records

“It will not be a long
march, but a peaceful pub-
lic gathering,” said Barris-
ter Gohar

He added that the PTI
founder is facing jail just
for the independence of his
people

According to Barrister
CGiohar, all the allies of PTI
will also be present in the
Tslamabad rally.

He also thanked the ad-
ministration for granting
permission to hold rally in
Tslamabad.

Meanwhile, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is also abuzz

with preparations for PTI's
public gathering in Islam-

abad on Sunday

KP Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur will lead
caravans from his province
for the PTI public gathering
in the capital

According to sources,
Swabi has been selected for
a gathering where all lead-
ers and workers of Pe-
shawar division will con-
verge.

Caravans from
Charsadda, Peshawar, Now-

shera and Khyber will be
welcomed in Swabi

CM Gandapur has is-
sued directions to MNAs
and MPAs to arrange vehi-
cles for workers commuting
to Islamabad

MNA  from  Bannu
Maulana Nasim has deco-
rated the buses for commut-
ing workers and supporters
of the PTI

Pictures of PTI founder
Imran Khan and other party
leaders have been dis-
played —RT/Agency

Huawei To Train 300,000
Young Pakistanis In Tech Skills

ISLAMABAD: Huawei,
the world's  leading
provider of information
and communications tech-
nology (1CT) infrastructure
and smart devices, is going
10 train 300,000 young
Pakistanis in ICT.

Chairman of the Prime
Minister's Youth Program,
Rana Mashood, visited
Huawei's Islamabad office
on Saturday to discuss the
modalities of an extensive
rraining program aimed at
equipping 300,000 young
Pakistanis with advanced
skills in Information and
Communication Technol-
agy (ICT), according to a
press statement

The meeting, which fol-
lowed crucial technical
discussions held on Sep-
tember 4th and S5th
marked a pivotal step in
integrating Huawei’s ad-
vanced training resources
into Pakistan’s educational
framework. The initiative
guided by the directives of
Prime  Minister  Mian
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif, seeks to enhance
technical education by
leveraging Huawei’s
global expertise and cut-
ting-edge training materi-
als.

This strategic partner-
ship is expected to sub-
stantially elevate the qual-
ity and reach of technical
education throughout Pak-

istan, fosreri kill devel-
opment and innovation
The \lalmnal \.ocaumm\
and

will act as the implementa-
tion partner under the
Prime Minister’s Youth
Skill Development Pro-
gramme

The collaboration
builds upon the foundation
established during Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
visit to Huawei’s office in
China, underscoring the
commitment to advancing
Pakistan's technical educa-
tion landscape

On his visit to the
Huawei headquarters he
had invited the company to
invest in Pakistan’s taxa-
tion, and e-governance
sectors besides enhancing
its presence in Pakistan’s
Safe City projects. On his
arrival at the headquarters,
Huawei Chairman Liang
Hua welcomed him which
followed the playing of na-
tional anthems and his visit

of the Exhibition Center.
The chairman briefed
the prime minister about
Huawei's operatons
worldwide, particularly in
Pakistan, and expressed
keen interest in investing
in country’s different sec-
tors. He was also briefed
about different sectors in-
cluding e-governance, dig-
ital bankmg telecommuni-
cation and  artificial
intelligence

Prime Minister Shehbaz,
who is on a five-day visit to
China, appreciated the inno-
vative operations of Huawei
and urged the company to
increase its investment in
Pakistan. The prime minis-
ter, who later held a bilat-
eral meeting with Chairman
Liang Hua along with his
delegation, appreciated the
Safe City projects executed
by Huawei in Pakistan and
invited the company to in-
vest in the projects particu-
larly in the cities where
CPEC projects were being
executed —RT/Agency

Peace In Balochistan Remains
Top Priority

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to
the Prime Minister on Politi-
cal and Public Affairs, Rana
Sanaullah, said on Saturday
that the Prime Mimister’s first
prionty is to establish peace
in Balochistan and provide
relief to the people.

Talking to a private news
channel, he said the plans
were executed rapidly for the

development of Balochistan,

and matters were being re-
solved on a pre-arty basis.

He said that the Pakistan
Muslim  League Nawaz
(PML-N), being a pro-demao-
cratic party, believes in dia-
logue and consultation

The PML-N leadership
offered dialogue and consul -
tation for the betterment of
Pakistan several times, he
added.

Shehbaz Sharif, in the
past, offered a charter of
economy to bring the country
out of an economic quag-
mire, he further added.

He said that the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), on the
other hand, was always in-
volved in undemocratic ac-
tivities, they chose the way of
anarchy against the principles
of demacracy. —RT/Agency
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