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Murad Approves
Rs16 Million Grant
And Vehicles For
Pakistan Association
Of The Blind

FO Slams Modi’s
‘Counter-Productive’
Antl-Paklstan Rhetorlc

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign
Office (FO) on Friday re-
jected the Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's “bel-
ligerent remarks” against
Pakistan made in Ladakh
today where Indian soldiers
and top army brass gathered
to commemorate the 1999
Fargil conflict

The 1999 Kargil conflict
was the last major battle be-
tween the two nuclear-armed
foes, who have fought nu-
merous wars since their par-
fition into two nations upon
independence from British
colonial rule. It came just a
vear after tit-for-tat atomic
weapons tests by the neigh-
bours and spurred interna-
tional alarm that the con-
frontation risked tipping into
all-out nuclear war. Friday
marked the 25th anmiversary
of the conflict’s end.

During Friday's event,
PM Modi held Islamabad re-
sponsible for the conflict and
said that while “India was
trving for peace, Pakistan had
once agan showed its un-
trustable face™

In response to Modi's
comments, the FO said in a

statement | that “bravado and
jingoism™ undermine re-
gional peace and were
counter-productive for the
resolution of long-standing
disputes between the two
countries, especially the core
dispute of Kashmir.

“The Indian leaders’
rhetorical statements cannot
deflect international attention
from India’s heavy-handed
approach to suppress the
Kashmiri people’s just strug-
wle for realization of their
fundamental rights and free-
doms, particularly their in-
alienable right o sell-deter-
mination,” the FC said,

Tt added that India should
reflect on its campaign of

sinations, subversion and ter-
rorism in foreign territorie
instead of accusing others of
ferrorism.

The foreign office said
that Pakistan stood resolute
in its intent and abi
safeguard its sov
against any aggression, as
exemplified by its robust
response to India’s “reck-
less incursion” in February
2019,

It added that while Pak-
istan was ready to counter
its neighbour’s aggressive
actions, it remained com-
mitted to “promoting peace
and stability in the re-
gion” —RT/Agency

Harris to Netanyahu: 'l
Will Not Be Silent' On
Gaza Suffermg

WASHINGTON: US Vice
President Kamala Harris
pressured Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu on
Thursday to help reach a
Gaza ceasefire deal that
would ease the suffering of
Palestinian civilians, striking
a tougher tone than Presid
loe Biden

"It is time for this war 10
end,” Harris said in a rele-
vised statement after she held
face-to-face talks with Ne-
tanyahu.

Harris, the likely Democ-
ratic presidential nominee
after Biden dropped out of
the election race on Sunday,
did not mince words about
the humanitarian crisis
ping Gaza after nine months
of war between lIsrael and
Hamas militams

"We cannot allow our-
selves to be numb to the suf-
fering and 1 will not be
silent," she said

Harris'  remarks  were
sharp and serious in tone and
raised the question of
whether she would be more
aggressive in dealing with
Netanyahu if elected presi-
dent on Nov. 5. But analysts
do not expect there would be
amajor shift in US Open pol-

ton's closest ally in the Mid-
die East

Israel's retaliatory attack
in Gaza has killed more than
39,000 people and caused a
humanitarian calamity with

maost of the coastal enclave
leveled, people displaced
from their homes, famine and

- a shortage of emergency re-

lief:

Biden mer with Ne-
tanyahu earlier and told him
that he needed 10 close gaps
to reach a ceasefire in Gaza
and remove obstacles in the
flow of aid, according to a
readout of the meeting pro-
vided by the White House

Netanyahu will meet Har-
ris' Republican rival, Donald
Trump, on Friday at Trump's
Mar-a-Lago club in Florida

A ceasefire has been the
subject of negotiations for
months. US. officials believe

g- the parties are closer than

ever before to an agreement
for a six-week ceasefire in
exchange for the release by
Hamas of women, sick, eld-
erly and wounded hosta
"There has been hopeful

movement in the talks 1o se-
cure an agreement on this
deal, and as | just told Prime
Minister Benjamin = Ne-
tanyahu, it is time 1o ger this
deal done,” Harris said Al-
though as vice president she
has mostly echoed Biden in
firmly backing lsrael's right
1o defend itself, she made
clear on Thursday that she
I l

rael has a right 1o defend it-
self And how it does so

matters," Harris  said In
March, she bluntly stated that
Israel was not doing enough
to ease a “h itarian ca-

JI Announces Sit-Ins In Islamabad And

ISLAMABAD: Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (11} has announced sit-
ins at three locations in Is-
lamabad and Rawalpindi

following the arrest of its
workers and road blockages

at D-Chowk. JI workers re-
moved containers at Faiz-
abad and opened the route,

allowing a convoy to enter

Rawalpindi and set up at Li-
aquat Bagh.

I's central spokesperson,
Qaiser Sharif, stated that
due to the arrests and barri-

ers at D-Chowk, J1 decided

to hold sit-ins at three loca-
tions.

at  Murree  Road in

Rawalpindi, Zero Point, and

Chungi No. 26,7 he said
The sit-in at
Road wall be led by Amirul

Azeem, Deputy Amir Dr

Osama Razi. along with
provincial and district lead-
ership.  JI  chief

the sit-in at Zero Point, with
Deputy Amir Liagat Baloch,
Mian Muhammad Aslam,
and other provincial and Is-
lamabad leaders joining
The third sit-in at Chungi
No. 26 will be led by
Deputy  Amir Dr

"We will hold sit-ins

Murree

Hafiz
Nacemur Rehman will lead

Attaur

Rehman, Professor Muham-
mad Ibrahim, and provincial
leaders

These sit-ins will con-
tinue until their demands,
including the shutdown of
IFPs and relief from tax bur-
dens on the salaried class,
are met.

Qaiser Sharif declared,
“Under the direction of 11
leader Hafiz Nacem, wher-
ever there is an obstacle,
participants will hold a sit-
in. Jamaat-e-Islami will now
hold multiple sit-ins."

He claimed that the po-
lice had arrested 1,150 of
their workers and subjected
dozens o violence, "Seeing
the large public turnout at

the sit-ins, the government
s Danld\lng and resorting to
fascism." he added

Police arrested several
Jamaat-e-Islami  workers
ahead of their planned sit-in
against inflation, taxes, and
electricity bills at D-Chowk
in the federal capital. In re-
sponse, J1 altered their strat-
egy. directing workers to
gather at H-8 Bridge while a
convoy led by JI chief Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman entered
Islamabad

Hafiz Nacem arrived at
the Islamabad Expressway
sit-in to address the partici-
pants
In his speech at the sit-

Hafiz Naeem stated.

i,

Rawalpindi Amld Crackdown

"Billions are being embez-
zled, and the IBEs are ex-
ploiting this country. Ewr
sit-in has commenced. We
haye one demand from the
govemment: provide relief
to the public and shut down
the IPPs."

He further hasised

roads, cau.nug lang traffic
quetes and inconvenience
for residents.

11 workers blocked one
side of Murree Read, threat-
ening to block both sides if
routes g D-Chowk werenot
opened. AIH 8 Inlerchinge
workers some

"Protest is our constitutional
right. Our arrested workers
must be released. and the
government should not ob-
struct our path, or we will
hold sit-ins from Karachi 1o
Chitral."

Media reported that po-
lice blocked all routes to D-
Chowk with containers to
prevent the sit-in, citing se-
curity concems, and de-
tained several workers in Is-
lamabad.

Folice sources indicated
that no formal arrests were
recorded: individuals were
detained to prevent public
disorder. No demonstrations
had vet reached the press
club, where police had sta-
tioned vans and personnel.

To stop people from
reaching the sit-in, contain-
ers were placed at city entry
points, and only one lane re-
mained open on major

wearing masks of IT leader
Hafiz Nacem, chanting slo-
gans against the govern-
ment.

Heavy police presence at
H-8 Interchange attempted
negotiations with the work-
ers.

I's strategy shift in-
cluded relocating all work-
ers to H-8 Expressway.
where sound systems and a
stage were set up. Thou-
sands of workers had al-
ready gathered, and senior
J1 leaders started amiving.

Led by Hafiz Nacem, a
convoy from Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa crossed bar-
riers at Chungi No. 26 to
enter Islamabad
Balochistan  Assembly
member and provincial
leader Maulana Hidayatur
Rehman Baloch also ar-
rived from Gwadar with
supporters—RT/ Agency

Terrorist Eliminated
In North Waziristan
Operation: ISPR

NORTH WAZIRISTAN:
On Friday, security forces
conducted an intell
based operation in North
Waziristan District on the
reported presence of terror-
ists, according 10 the mili-
tary's media wing

As per a press release is-
sued by the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR),
after an intense fire ex-
change‘ terrorist Khawarji
Razzaq was killed during
the operation.

He was a close associate
of Khawarji Gul Bahadur
and was actively involved
in numerous terrorist activ-

- Sher Muhammad,

ities in the area, including
the targeted killing of Malik
randson
of Fagir of Ippi on January
6, 2023, as well as the facil-
itation of a suicide bombing
attack in North Waziristan
on March 16, which re-
sulted in the martyrdom of
seven soldiers

ISPR stated that a mili-
tary operation is being con-
ducted to eliminate any
other terrorists found in the
area as the armed forces re-
main determined to eradi-
cate the menace of terror-
ism from the
country —RT/Agency

tastrophe” during its ground
offensive in the Palestinian
enclave Later, she did not
rule out "consequences” for
Isragl if it launched a full-
scale invasion of refugee-
packed Rafsh in southern
Gaza —RT/Agency

President Zardari Approves
Ad Hoc Judges For
Supreme Court

ISLAMABAD:  President
Asif Ali Zardari has ap-
proved the appointment of ad
hoc judges to the Supreme
Court of Pakistan.

According to a statement
issued by the Presidency on
Friday, the president gave his
approval under Article 182 of
the Constitution

Following the president's
approval, former Supreme
Court judges Justice Sardar
Tariq Masood and Justice
Mazhar Alam Khan Mi-
ankhel will be appointed as
ad hoc judges to the Supreme
Court.

Despite severe criticism
from a segment of lawyers
and the PTL, the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) last week approved the

nomination of two retired
Supreme Court judgzes for ap-
pointment as ad hoc judges
of the apex court for one

ear.

A JCP meeting was held
on last Friday to consider the
nominations of both retired
Judges, with Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez lsa pre-

siding. By & majority vote of
8 to 1, the JCP approved the
nomination of Justice (re-
tired) Sardar Tariq Masood
as an ad hoc judge of the
apex court. The nomination
of Justice (retired) Mazhar
Alam Miankhel was ap-
proved by a majority of 6 to
3 —RT/Agency

Ambreen Jan
Named Federal
Secretary For
Information

it P. L i
ISLAMABAD: The fed-
eral government on Friday
appointed Ambreen Jan, a
senior officer of the Infor-
mation Group., Grade 21,
as the Federal Secretary

for Information and
Broadeasting
The Cabinet Secre-

tariat’s Establishment Di-
vision issued a notifica-
tion confirming Ambreen
Jan’s appointment to the
position of Secretary for

Information and Broad-
casting.

Prior to this appoint-
ment, Ambreen Jan served
as the Executive Director
General of the External

Ministry of Information
and Broadeasting

Her appointment was
made under Section 10 of
the Civil Servants Act,
1973, the notification
added —RT/Agency

Ogra Eyes Policy Overhaul
For Petrol Prlcmg

ISLAMABAD: The Oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority
(Ogra) 15 mulling changing
the prevailin
policy for deciding fuel
prices in the country, sources
told media on Friday

They added that Ogra has
chalked out two proposals
with the first one seeking the
authority to decide  fuel
prices itself as a regulator
Whereas the second one sug-
gests that the marker will de-
cide the prices itself which
will be monitored by the gov-
emment body.

The petroleum prices in
the country are revised on a
formightly basis where Ogra
works out the rates by assess-
ing various factors and for-
wards the summary to the Fi-
nance Division which then
consults with the prime min-
ister and notifies the official
fuel prices

The prices of petroleum
products hold key signifi-
cance as any change in them
eventually has a trickle-down
effect on the inflation-weary
masses

The govemnment, earlier
this month, increased the
petrol and high-speed diesel
prices by Rs%99 and Rs6.18
per litre, respectively.

The prices, as per the
statement issued by the Fi-
nance Division, were as-
sessed on the basis of price
variations in the intemational
nwrkel by Ogra.

petrol and diesel are being
sold ar Rs275.60 and
Rs283.63 per lire, respec-
tively

Sources say that it is also
possible that the oil market-
ing companies (OMCs) will
be given the authority to de-
cide fuel prices — a proposal
on which the perrolenm deal-
ers have expressed their
Teservations

However, there's a risk
that empowering OMCs 1o
fix prices might ead to.a mo-
nopoly in the market, the
sources warned

The prospective change in
policy comes in light of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's directions 1o get rid
of the responsibility of decid-
ing fuel prices.

Stressing that all the criti-
cism is on the government
for the increase in the prices
of perroleum  products,
sources have said thar the
povernment does not set the
price of anything except pe-
troleum prices Opra's sugges-
tions will be tabled in a high-
level meeting, will be duly
consulted with the Petroleum
Division and subsequently
will be approved by the
prime minister The Petro-
leum Division is expected to
reach a final decision on the
said issue  within  one
week —RT/Agency

Tajikistan Ambassador
Holds High Stakes Meeting
With PM Shehbaz

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of Tajikistan to Pakistan
Sharifzoda Yusuf Toir Fri-
day paid a courtesy call on
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif at the PM
House. The prime minister
welcomed the ambassador
and wished him a successful
tenure in Pakistan

While fondly recalling
his recent visit to Dushanbe
earlier this month, the prime
minister said he was touched
by the warm welcome ex-
tended to him and hailed the
friendly and productive dis-
cussions  with  President
Emomali Rahmon during
the visit.

Expressing satisfaction at
the Molls/agreements
signed between the two
sides during his visit, PM
Shehbaz Sharif urged that
timely implementation and
follow up would help to
strengthen bilateral ties even
further.

He renewed his invita-
tion to President Rahmon to
undertake an official visit to
Pakistan at his earliest con-

el
venience, while adding that
Pakistan was looking for-
ward to Tajikistan™s partici-
pation in the SCO Council
of Heads of Government
meeting in Islamabad in Oc-
tober this year

The Tajik Ambassador
briefed the prime minister
on a number of proposals
aimed at enhancing bilateral
cooperation in various fields
including education, agricul-
ture and defence as well as
connectivity through land
and air routes While noting

the proposals, the prime
minister tasked relevant
ministries to get in touch
with the Tajik Ambassador
for further discussions. Re-
wional connectivity projects
including CASA-1000, also
came under discussion. The
Tajik Ambagssador thanked
the prime minister for re-
ceiving  him, conveyed
wreetings of his President to
him and expressed his coun-
try’s desire to further en-
han ations with Pak-
istan —RT/Agency
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LARKANA: Leaders of the Larkana Social Alliance are protesting against prolonged
load shedding of gas and electricity in Larkana.—RT

Chairman District Council
Sukkur Syed Kumail Haider

Shah chalrs budget sessmn

By Absar Alvi

SUKKUR: The eighth [
budget meeting for the fis- |08

cal year 2024-25 was con-
vened at the District
Coungil Hall, presided
over by Chairman Syed
Kumail Haider Shah. Dur-
ing the session, council
members tabled various
proposals, which were
subsequently approved by
a majority vote. Key ap-
provals included a grant of
Rs 20 million for free
medical treatment of un-
derprivileged patients at
Sukkur Blood Bank Hos-
pital, as well as Rs 5 mil-
lion for the construction of
an additional emergency
ward at Sukkur Civil Hos-
pital. The meeting gave
the green light o a pro-
posal 1o levy new taxes on
industrial establishments,
cold storage facilities, fu-
eling stations, LPG outlets
( registered), poultry
farms, and other commer-
cial ventures in Sukkur
Furthermore, the meeting
approved a revision of the
existing tax structure and
rental fees for shops of
District Council. Tt also
approved to establish mud
checkpoints to enhance
the security of police per-
sonnel. A proposal for
transportation facilities for
students from rural areas
enrolled in Aror Univer-
sity's Art and Architecture

pmgntm:s was presented in
the council, and a bus was
approved by a majority
vote. Earlier, a lucky draw
was held for Umrah ti
ets for District Council
mmplo\rub (grades 1-11),
in which two employees,
Allah Bakhsh Khatpar and
Kazim Sarohi, were de-
clared winners. Address-
ing the session, Chairman
Syed Kumail Haider Shah
said, that several benefi-
cial proposals are being
considered, including the
Sukkur to Karachi air am-
bulance service, which are
currently under discussion
with relevant parties.

He assured that the
District Council is making
every effort to utilize its
available resources to pro-
vide maximum facilities to
the public in all union
councils of Sukkur He an-
nounced that rural house-
holds will be equipped
with solar panels, com-
plete with batteries, fans,
sewing machines, and
water pumps. Further-
more, the District Council
Sukkur has collaborated

tion, Tika. to install solar
energy systems in schools
and hospitals across the
union councils. Chairman
District Council Sukkur
revealed that a special
grant of Rs 600 million
has been sanctioned by the
Chief Minister of Sindh
for the District Council
He also highlighted sev-
eral flagship initiatives un-
dertaken by the District
Council SUkLuu which
have garnered immense
popularity

These include the in-
stallation of an RO plant
worth Rs 5 million at Aror
University, the establi
ment of a Dawood Eng
neering Unwersuy cam-
pus, the initiation of the
ion process, and the
provision of scholarships
for students. Moreover,
CSS preparatory classes
will be conducted at IBA
Sukkur University. These
initiatives are poised to
bring about significant
benetits 1o the region, fos-
tering education and de-
velopment in Sukkur.

Khairpur traders host
reception in honor of SSP

Zubair Nazir Shaikh

Reception By Nasem
Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The
I'raders Association of
Lugman Phatak organ-
ized a prestigious cere-
mony in honor of SSP
Khairpur Zubair Nazir
Shaikh for his outstand-
ing performance in the
district. The event was at-
tended by prominent po-
litical and social leaders,
including the President of
the Traders Association
Khairpur, Haji Lala
Abdul Ghaffar Shaikh,
Shahzeb Phulpoto, Haji
Yar Muhammad Shaikh,
Haji Altaf Memon, Syed
Kamal  Shah, Altaf
Lashari, DIB Incharge
Ali Gul Mallah, SHO
Syed Azhar Shah, SHO
Sikandar Panhwar,
Mazhar Shaikh, Faheem
Shaikh, and many traders

from Lugman. The host
of the ceremony, Javed
Ahmed Shaikh, President
of the Traders Associa-
tion Lugman Phatak. pre-
sented SSP Khairpur with
a traditional Sindhi cap
and Ajrak as gifts. SSP
Khairpur Zubair Nazir

Shaikh, SHO A Section ||

Syed Azhar Shah, SHO B
Section
hwar, and Incharge Lug-
man  Chowki  Wali
Muhammad Memon were
awarded honorary shields
for their excellent per-
formance.."

HYDERABAD: Police officials are arvesting activists and leaders of the PTI during
their protest demonstration for the release of PT1 Founder Imran Khan, at Hyder
Chowk.-RT
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PPP Thatta lauds
visionary leadership of
President Asif Ali Zardari
on his 69th birthday

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: Leaders, workers
and well-wishers of the Pak-
istan People's Party (PPP)
gathered at Zamin House to
celebrate the 69th birthday
of President of Pakistan,
Asif Ali Zardari. Born on
July 26, 1955, in Nawab-
shah, Zardan has been a piv-
otal figure in Pakistani poli-
d for his
unwavering dedication to
democracy and his signifi-

cant contributions to the
country's political land-
scape. Zardari's efforts have
ensured the stability and en-
durance of democracy in
Pakistan and set a high stan-
dard of wisdom, tolerance

dedication to reconciliation
and democratic principles
has been instrumental in
navigating Pakistan through
immense challenges, secur-
ing a prosperous future for
the nation.

TMK newlyweds
demand
protection

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO  MUHAMMAD
KHAN: In Deh Nakharji
Farm, Taluka Bulri Shah
Karim, the couple Najma
Kolhi and Khuda Dino Kolhi
from the village Chakar Kalu
told journalists that they got
married of their own free
will. However, their families
have become hostile towards
them, forcing them to live a
life of hardship. Najma fur-
ther explained that her previ-
ous husband, Asghar Kolhi,
had passed away, leaving her

a widow. Khuda Dino Kolhi
then provided her shelter and
married her. However, her
relatives pressured her to
marry a 50-year-old man,
which she refused Now, her
uncle Ali Ahmed Kolhi and
hrother Aslam Kolhi, al
with others, are threatening
to kil them, putting their
lives at risk. They are ap-
pealing to the 1G Sindh Po-
lice, DIG Hyderabad, SSP
Tande Muhammad Khan and
other relevant authorities 1o
provide them with protec-
tion

Birthday of MPA Nawab
Taimur Talpur celebrated
with zeal in Umerkot

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: On the occa-
sion of PPP MPA Nawab
Taimur Talpur's birthday, a
celebration was held a
Anand Pump in Umerkot, or-
ganized by PPP leader and
Vice Chairman of the Munic-

ipal Committee Umerkot, Teh
| Kumar Talwani. The event

wag attended by numerous
PPP leaders and workers, in-
cluding Jai Chouhan, Man-
thar Arisar, Sarwan Singh,

OPS Malhi, Naeem Dars
Lala Tak, BM Malhi, and
others. During the birthd:
celebration, Kumar Talwa
remarked that PPP MPA and
former Provincial Minister
Nawab Taimur Talpur has
served the people
Umerkot district and Kur
without any discrimi
m. On this special occ:
sion, we extend our heartfelt

congratulations to him and |§

pray for his good health and
long life

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: In the village of
Abdullah Khan Kapri near
Samaro, a 28-year-old young
man named Jeevo, son of
Somji Kolhi, committed sui-
cide inside his house due to

his wife's anger. Upon re-

Umerkot man commits
suicide after his wife
gets angry at him

ceiving the information,
Samaro police arrived at the
scene, took the body into
custady, and transported it to
Taluka Hospital Samaro.
After completing the neces-
sary formalities, the body
was handed over to the fam-

of |8

ily.

\ . 2
HYDERABAD: Activists and leaders of PT1 are holding a protest demonstration for
the release of PT1 Founder Imran Khan, at Hyder Chowl.-RT

CMC students end their
strike after DC Larkana’s
assurances

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: Deputy Com-
missioner  Larkana  Dr.
Sharjeel Noor Channa and
SSP Larkana Mir Rohail
Khan Khoso have resolved
the issues of the protesting
students at Chandka Med-
ical College by accepting
their legitimate demands
and ending their protest. Dr.
Sharjeel Noor Channa and
SSP Mir Rohail Khoso held
discussions with the college
administration  and  the
protesting students, where
the students presented their
demands. During the meer-
ing. the DC assured the stu-
dents that all their legiti-
mate issues  would be
addressed. He promised

that students would be pro-
vided with essential facili-
ties such as water, gas, and
a mess in the hostel. Air
conditioning would be in-
stalled in the library. and
geysers would be provided
for winter, Additionally, a
tour of the entire Sindh

province would be arranged
for them soon. Following
these assurances, the stu-
dents ended their protest
The meeting was attended
by Chandka Medical Col-
lege Larkana’s Principal Dr.
Zameer Somroo, other offi-
cials and students

Ongoing clash amongst
Junejo, Kalhoro and Bhutto
communities settled on Pir Sahab
Pagara’s orders

By Abdul Qudoos Khilji

PIR 1O GOTH With the ef-
forts of Pir Sahib Pagara and
Syed Pir Muhammad Rashid
Shah, a settlement has been
reached regarding the deadly
conflict over land ownership
between the two communi-
ries of Jungjo, Kalhoro,
Bhurto and local landlords in
the Kachho area of Kongri.
The conflict resulted in 3
deaths, 6 injuries and dam-
ages amounting to a total of
2 crore 83 lac 88 thousand
rupees. The land involved in
the dispute will be seized.
According to the report, the
spiritual leader Pir Sahib Pa-
gara and his son Syed
Muhammad Rashid Shah fa-
cilitated the resolution of the
ongoing tension in  the
Junejo, Kalhoro, Bhurto and
local landlord communities
in the Kachho area The de-

cision was made by the Dar-
bar Sharif Pir Jo Goth’s de-
cision commitiee, led by Mir
Abid Khan Jatoi and Pir of
Bharchundi  Mian  Abdul
Khalig. The commitiee in-
cluded Riaz Chandio, Najaf
Kamario, Moazzam Ali Ab-
basi, Aijaz Ali Bughio, Mir
Shahnawaz Khan Talpur,
Syed Gul Muhammad Shah
Rashdi, Dur Mubh

d §3 lac 80 th

thousand rupees in total
damages. This amount will
be paid by the Jungjo and
Kalhoro communities to the
Bhutto community. 25 lac
rupees will be paid for the
death of Ghulam Mir
Kalhoro, 9 lac rupess will be
paid for the injuries of 3 in-
dividuals

In total, a fine of 2 crore
d rupees

Sangi, Syed Ali Haider Shah
Rashdi, Diwan Topan Das
and Azhar Kamario, among
others. The ruling stated that
the Bhutto community
would be paid 50 lac rupees
for the murders of Azizullah
Bhutto and Amir Bhutto, 6
lac rupees for the injuries of
Muhammad ~ Safar  and
Musal Nargjo, 50 lac rupees
for the firing on Sardar Amir
Bux Khan Bhutto's resi-
dence, 50 lac rupees for
damages to honor, 43 lac 80

was imposed, and the land in
dispute in Deh Rajoo Dero
and Deh Dosoo Dara will be
seized. After the verdict,
prayers were offered. It is
worth noting  that three
months ago, a dispute over
land ownership in  the
Katcho area between the
Jungjo, Kalhoro, and Bhurto
communities resulted in 3
deaths, 5 injuries and the
burning of the local land-
lord's standing wheat crop,
shelters, and solar panels.

Larkana man Kkills his cousin
domestic matter

over a

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: In the Murad
Wahan neighborhood of
Larkana city, within the lim-

its of the Darri Police Sta-

tion, Sheeraz Wagan shot
and killed his 19- I\.ur-old
cousin, Koonj Wagan, over a
familial dispute and then
fled. The police arrived at
the scene, gathered details
about the incident, and later

transferred the deceased's
body to the Trauma Center,
where doctors confirmed her
death. The victim's brother,
Babar Wagan, stated that
three years ago, his sister
Koonj's engagement was
arranged with her cousin
Faisal Wagan. Faisal was an
addict and did not work,
which led them to send him
to Karachi for employment.
Following  this.  today

Faisal's brother, Sheeraz
Wagan, entered their home
and shot Koonj, killing her
before fleeing. Babar Wagan
demanded the arrest of the
accused Sheeraz Wagan and
called for justice Mean-
while, after the postmortem,
the victim's body was
handed over to the family
No case of the incident was
lodged till the filing of this
news.
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Legal Action Announced Against
Creators Of Deep Fake Video
Targeting Azma Bokhari

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Information Tech-
nology Shaza Fatima has
vowed to identify and take
legal action against those re-
sponsible for creating and
spreading a deep fake video
of Azma Bokhari.

Speaking at a press con-
ference with Pakistan Mus-
lim League Nawaz (PML-N)
women leaders, Shaza Fa-
tima condemned the use of
deep fake technology to ma-
lign Azma Bokhari and an-
nounced a crackdown on
those involved in the dissem-
ination of such propaganda
The Minister stressed that
legal measures would be pur-
sued against individuals cre-
ating fake photos and videos.

PML-N leaders alleged
that a specific political party

was behind the negative cam-
paign against Azma Bokhari.
Shaza Fatima emphasized
that social media would
not be tolerated as a plat-
form for such propa-
ganda.

PML-N leaders ex-
pressed concern over the
misuse of Islam by cer-

n political groups to
further their agendas.
Shaista Pervez, a PML-N
leader, reiterated the
party's commitment to sup-
porting women affected by
political propaganda and
called for an end to the use
of such tactics against
women.—RT/Agency

PA Speaker Announces Vacancy
Of Opposition Leader Position
Followmg SC Verdlct

LAHORE: Punjab Assembly
Speaker Malik Muhammad
Ahmad Khan has announced
that the position of Opposi-
tion Leader is currently va-
cant due to the Supreme
Court's recent verdict on re-
served seats.

At a press conference on
Friday, the Speaker explained
that the Opposition Leader,
who represented the Sunni Tt-
tehad Council (S1C). no

longer holds the position L

since SIC is no longer recog-
nized a5 a parliamentary
party in the Punjab Assembly
following the court's deci-
sion. The Pakistan Tehregk-e-
Insaf (PTT) has now assumed
the status of the parliamen-
fary party

"The office of the Op-
position Leader is now
vacant because SIC has
been replaced by PTI as
the parliamentary party,”
Speaker Malik Ahmad
Khan stated. "You cannot

continue as Opposition
Leader when your parlia-
mentary party status has
changed.”

He also addressed the
issue of conduet within
the Assembly, stating that
he holds the authority to
suspend the membership
of any MPA who uses
abusive language. He ex-
pressed his disapproval of
such behavior, particu-
larly when it involves
family members, and em-

phasized his commitment
to ending this abusive cul-

Speaker  an-
nounced the formation of
an  ethics committee,
which will socon present
its findings to the Assem-
bly. He also noted that 26
seats are still under legal
scrutiny, but assured that
the government's stability
would not be affected if
the verdict favors the op-
position. —RT/Agency

Women's Rights Protection Is A
Top Priority For Punjab
Government Hina Parvez Butt

RAWALPINDI: Chairper-

son of the Punjab Women |

Protection Authority, Hina
Parvez Butt, emphasized
on Friday that safeguarding
women's rights is a top pri-

ority for the Punjab gov- {

ernment. She noted that the
government is implement-
ing anti-violence measures
10 ensure Women can con-
tribute to society with full
legal protection and free-
dom

Speaking to the media
after visiting the Women
Counter, District Women
Protection Center, and So-
cial Welfare Complex,
Hina Parvez Burt high-
lighted that Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz is
staunch  advocate  for
women’s rights. She stated
that the development of a
country is incomplete with-
out the active participation
of women in all sectors of
life

At the District Women
Protection Center, women
victims of violence and
abuse are provided com-
prehensive protection, she
added. Hina Parvez Butt
emphasized that, like
across the province, the

&

e

Punjab Women Protection
Authority in Rawalpindi is
actively working to ensure
timely responses to protect
women

She also mentioned that
virmal Women Police Sta-
tions operate around the
clock to address any inci-
dents of violence and that a
‘Women Protection Counter
is functioning in the Com-
mand and Control Room at
the Police Line for ad-
dressing women's com-
plaints.
During her visit, Hina
Parvez Butt reviewed the
facilities and arrangements
at the District Women Pro-

tection Center and the So-
cial Welfare Complex. She
was briefed by SP Head-

quarters Benish Fatima |l

about the special women's
counter, complaint cell,
and viral women police
station established in the
command and control
Toom
She noted that women's
complaints are promptly
addressed, and their safety
is ensured. Director Social
Welfare Rawalpindi Rana
Shahid, District Women
Protection Officer Rizwana
Bashir, and other officials
were present during her
visit—RT/Agency

KARACHI: The Sindh
Home Department on Fri-
day lifted ban on issuance
of arms licences at Deputy
Commissioners  offices
across the province with
effect from August 01,
024

“With the approval of
Minister for Home, Law,
Parliamentary Affairs and
Criminal Prosecution
Sindh, ban on issuance of
Arms licences has been

lifted with effect from Au-
gust 01 at Deputy Commis-
sioner’s offices across the
province as per existing
quotalceiling as mentioned
in Rule 4.1 of Sindh Arms
Rule 2018, stated a notifi-
cation issued here.

The Additional Chief
Secretary Home Depart-
ment Muhammad  Igbal
Memon has issued a notifi-
cation in this regard.

The ban was imposed

Py
Sindh Lifts Ban On Issuing :
Arms Licenses

1
by caretaker government]
led by Chief Minister Mag- g
bool Bagar in Octobery
2023. The Interior secretary y
issued a notification on thcl
direction of caretaker Ch
Minister Sindh Maqboull
Bagar. The notification
stated that the ban would bel
imposed on the issuance of |
licenses of arms from thell
district commissioner of-1
fices and the interior min- |
istry —RT/Agency 1

Maryam
Announces
Expansion Of
Safe City Project
To 18 More Cities

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz has
pledged to extend the Safe
City project to 18 additional
cities across the province.
Speaking at a ceremony
organized by the Safe
Authorities on Friday, CM
Maryam described the Safe
City project as a key initia-
tive of the Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N).
She emphasized the project
role in enhancing public
safety through advanced sur-
weillance and response sys-

eins.

The Chief Minister noted
that Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had launched a similar
pilot project in Lahore and
expressed her intention to re-
quest further support from

ject's rollout across Punjab.

the PM to expedite the pro-

CM Maryam also hig
lighted the Women and Ch

dren Virtual project, which
began three months ago with

ty 1,200 personnel from the

Dolphin force mvolved. She
assured that female employ-
ees' concerns, particularly re-
garding hostel accommoda-
tions, would be addressed
prompily.
"The welfare of our peo-
ple is our top prierity. Pun-

Jab is setting new bench-

marks in development and
aims 10 surpass previous
records of growth," she said,
adding that cities benefiting
from the Safe City project
would also offer free public
Wi-Fi. —RT/Agency

Amir Muqgam: Provincial
Government Responsible
for Maintaining Peace

and Law

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Kashmir Affairs,
Gilgit-Baltistan, and
SAFRON, Engineer Amir
Mugam, asserted on Friday
that maintaining peace and
law and order 15 the responsi-
bility of the provincial gov-
emment

Speaking at a joint press
conference  with Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting  Atta  Tarar,
Amir Mugam emphasized
that there is currently no on-
oing operation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). He dis-
missed Opposition allega-
tions of such operations as
false and unfounded, affirm-
ing that these claims are fab-
ricated

Mugam highlighted that

& Order

law enforcement
are effectively ma
peace in KP. He noted that
political forces had united
under the National Action
Plan and that the previous
Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) government had
authorized the establishment
of Counter-Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) offices in
KP 10 address security chal-
lenges. —KT/Agency

Madrassa Student Brutally

Beaten By Teacher In
Falsalabad

E

FAISALABAD: A disturbing
video showing a madrassa
teacher violently beating a
student has gone viral, spark-
ing outrage on social media
The incident occurred in
Faisalabad's Thikriwala area
Following a complaint
from the boy's father, Rashid,
the police have filed a first
information repart (FIR)
The case has been registered
under Sections 328A (expo.
sure and abandonment of a
child under twehve years) and
506 (punishment for criminal
intimidation) of the Code of
Criminal Pracedure (CrPC)

According to the FIR, the
teacher, Mohammad Rizwan,

a cleric ar Jamia Ghousia §

Rizvia, began beating the
student on July 24 after Zuhr
prayers for reasons that re-

main unclear. Two other stu- :

dents, Mohammad Raza and
Munawwar,  intervened,
pleading with Rizwan to

g

top
‘When Rashid confronted

- Rizwan about the incident

the teacher reportedly be-
came enraged and began ver-
bally abusing him_ The po-
lice  investigation is
ongoing —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehree Insaf (PTI) has
postponed  its  planned
protest, originally set for
today, until Monday in Is-
lamabad.

Amir Mughal, President
of PTI's Islamabad chapter,
stated that the delay was due
to the court’s permission to
hold the protest on Monday,
and the party would comply
with this directive

The federal government

1
PTI Postpones Islamabad
Pmtest To Monday

anc 1
tcllumng

protest an-
nouncement
Earlier on Friday, the Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC)
reserved its verdict on PTI's
plea to stage the prote
The court directed the dis-
trict administration and PTI
leaders to negotiate the de-
tails of the protest within
two hours, —RT/Agency

Punjab  Chief

solarize agricultural tube
wells across the province.
Under this project, farm-
ers with at least 25 acres of
agricultural land will be eli-
gible for solarisation. The
government will cover 67%
of the project costs, leaving

farmers responsible for only
33% of the payment

Inn the first phase, approx-
imately 7,000 tube wells
will be converted to solar
energy. The project will
expand in the second
phase, aiming to solarize
around 10,000 additional
tube wells in collaboration
with the federal govern-

Punjab Approves
Solarisation Project For
Agricultural Tube Wells

LAHORE:
Minister Maryam Nawaz has
approved a new initiative to

ment.

Currently, operating a
tube well on diesel costs
around Rs. 3,000 per acre,
whereas using electricity
costs approximately Rs.
1,500 per acre. This mitia-
tive aims to reduce these
costs and promote sustain-
able energy use in agricul-
ture.—RT/Agency

PTI's

LAHORE: A local court in
Lahore on Friday sent Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTI)
activist Aneela Riaz, also
known as Neeli Pari, to jail
on judicial remand.

The court's decision came
after the Lahore Police had
requested a physical remand
for Riaz, who was Dru:smlod
before the judicial magis-
trate. The request was de-

nied, and Riaz was instead
remanded to jail for further
proceedings.

Riaz's arrest on Thursday
followed an incident where
she allegedly assaulted stage
artist Tahir Anjum outside the
Punjab Assembly. The alter-
cation occurred during a PTI
‘symbolic  hunger  strike'
protesting the incarceration
of party founder Imran Khan

'"Neeli Pari' Sent To
Jail On Judicial Remand

According to the complaint
filed by Anjum, Riaz stopped
his vehicle and physically at-
tacked him. Media footage
shows Riaz slapping Anjum,
who was subsequently res-
cued by party workers

The case against Riaz
wis registered after the inci-
dent, leading to her arrest
and subsequent judicial re-
mand —RT/Agency

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister (CM) Mir Sarfraz
Bugti announced the com-
plete depoliticising of the po-
lice and levies force and to
make them capable of ensur-
ing protection of citizens and
the writ of the law across the
province. He directed the 1G
Police from the floor of the
assembly to appoint SPs,

DPOs, SHOs an merit and
called police officers from
other provinces for posting in
Balochistan if needed. He
said no member of the as-
sembly and politician would
nterfere in the police depart-
ment’s affairs and would not
ask for the posting of blue-

eyed SP and SHO. Address-
ing the Provincial Assembly,
Sarfraz Bugti said that the
government would intact the
tenure of police officers until
and unless they don’t hurt the
privileges of parliamentari-
ans and self respect of a com-
mon man. “We are depoliti-
cising and providing free
environment, would also
keep accountability in the po-
lice departm he added
The chief minister said that
police would be equipped
with modem tools and would
provide facilities w the po-
lice as the crime prevention
is the top priority of the gov-
ernment, He directed the 1G

Balochistan CM Vows to Depoliticize
Police And Levies Force

Police to launch operation in
collaboration with Levies
force against organized crime
and ensure security on na-
tional highways to curb the
lawlessness in the province.
Sarfraz Bugti said that the
province is facing the chal-
lenges of terrorism and ter-
rorists have launched organ-
ized RAW-driven  war
against the country and the
mee, He said that there
tiated a systematic con-
spiracy against Pakisten, one
Lroup is using violence in
Balochistan and  another
group is defaming the state
tutions through social
media—RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD:  Governor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal
Karim Kundi, on Friday high-
lighted the remarkable talent
of the people of Pakistan and
stressed the importance of en-
couraging individuals in-
volved in the arts. He said this
while speaking at an art exhi-
bition held at the Pakistan Na-
tional Council of Arns in Is-
lamabad, accompanied by
Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf'
Raza Gilani and Punjab
Provincial Assembly member
Amina Sheikh. Govemor
Faisal Kundi underscored that
artists play a crucial role in

presenting a positive image of
the country through their
works. Faisal Kundi noted
that, now more than ever,
there is a need for artistic ex-
hibitions and other positive
activities. He expressed deep
interest in the displayed arl-
works and praised the per-
formance of young arists, en-
couraging them to align their
craft with current trends and
to continually improve their
skills. The Govemor stressed
the necessity of developing an
effective strategies and meas-
ures 1o enhance the field of
fine arts in Pakistan. He urged

Governor Kundi: Art Key To Boosting
Pakistan’s Soft Image

artists 1o stay informed about
contemporary trends and ex-
plore new dimensions in their
work. Governor Kundi also
congratulated the organizers
for the successful exhibition
and expressed hope that simi-
lar events will spon be held in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
which he believes will
surely artract public inter-
est. Governor Kundi said
that such exhibitions inspire
students to advance and
work harder, enhance their
intellectual and creative
skills, and contribute to so-
cietal reform.—RT/Agency

[

1
By Abid Mehmood Ch

1 TOBA TEK SINGH: Acting [

on the directives of Deputy

Commissioner Muhammad §

I Nacem Sindhu, Assistant
1 Commissioner Headquarters
1Al Sameer conducted an
1 early morning inspection of
| the vegetable and fruit mar-
1 ket. During his visit, he re-
1 viewed various market sec-

j tions, monitored auctions,

and checked the issuance of

price lists.

Assistant Commissioner
Sameer emphasized that
strict action is being taken
against those involved in
hoarding and creating artifi-
|ual inflation. He noted that

continuous monitoring and

enforcement of district ad-
ministraticn-set prices are in
place, with price control
magistrates conducting regu-
lar visits.
He urged shopkeepers to
prominently display price
sts and sell goods at the
rates prescribed by the dis-

AC Ali Sameer Monitors

Vegetable and Fruit Prices
in Toba Tek Smgh

trict administration. Non-
compliance will result in
stringent action. Addition-
ally, he advised citizens to
report any instances of over-
pricing to the Assistant
Commissioner’s office for
immediate  intervention
against inflation-related is-

1 By Abid Mehmood Ch

TTOBA TEK SINGH: Addi-
Vtional District and Sessions

Judge Gojra Abbas Rasool
IWaraich  has  sentenced
Abid Mahmood to death
land his accomplice, Zee-
1 shan alias Shani, to life im-
| prisonment in a high-pro-
1 file murder case. The court
jacquitted three other ac-

cused.

The verdict, delivered in
case No. 247/21, pertains to
a4 murder that occurred
three years ago in the juris-
diction of the City Police
Station. Abid Mahmood
was found guilty of the
murder of Sheeraz Butt,
who was killed in 2021
over allegations of being a
police informant. His ac-

i One sentenced to death,
ranother murderer
life in Toba Tek Singh

jailed for

complice, Zeeshan alias
Shani, received a life sen-
tence. The other accused—
Falak Sher alias Balocha,
Gulsher, and Arif alias
Affi—were acquitted due
to insufficient evidence.

Strict security meas-
ures were enforced at the
court premises during the
announcement of the ver-
dict
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EDITORIAL

he recent wave of protests led by Jamaat-e-I1slami
(1) in Islamabad highlights a fundamental right that
is intrinsic to every democratic society: the right to
peaceful protest. This right, enshrined in democratic
principles, is crucial for citizens and political parties to voice
their grievances and demand accountability from their gov-
ernment. However, the government's knee-jerk reaction to
these protests—marked by arrests, roadblocks, and the im-
position of Section 144—is a stark sign of desperation from
an administration that appears increasingly unpopular and
barely clinging to power through controversial and outdated

MEASLIes.

The decision to limit JI protestors to Zero Point and the
subsequent arrests of several JI workers aiming to stage a sit-
inat D-Chowk underscore a government strategy more suited
to autocracies than modern democracies. The heavy-handed
approach, including sealing routes, placing containers at crit-
ical access points, and deploying anti-terrorism squads, only
exacerbates the public's frustration and paints a picture of a

The Right To Peaceful Protest Must Prevail

government out of touch with the realities and hardships
faced by its citizens.

I'he imposition of Section 144 across Punjab and Islam-
abad, banning public gatherings and ralli

5, is a blunt instru-

pressive tactics. Arresting protestors, raiding homes, and

even targeting guests underlines a fear-driven response that is

REGISSNAL TIMES!

ment intended to stifle dissent under the guise of maintain-
ing law and order. Such measures are increasingly seen as
tools of suppression rather than genuine attempts to address
security coneerns. The inconvenience caused to residents.
with severe traffic jams and restricted movement, further
alienates the populace and adds to the growing discontent.
JI's call for a protest against the hike in power tariffs and
inflated electricity bills is a legitimate expression of public
discontent. The party's peaceful approach, as emphasized by
its leaders, stands in stark contrast to the government's op-

more about silencing opposition than ensuring public safety.
This crackdown reflects an administration desperate to
maintain control in the face of mounting criticism and dimin-
ishing public support. The use of tear gas and water cannons,
as threatened. would only deepen the rift between the gov-
ernment and its citizens, making peaceful resolution of griev-
ances increasingly unlikely.
In a true democracy. the right to protest is a vital mecha-
nism for citizens to hold their leaders accountable. The gov-
ernment's current strategy not only undermines this right but
also signals a worrying trend towards authoritarianism. [t is
high time for the authorities to recognize the legitimate con-
cerns of the populace and engage in meaningful dialogue
rather than resort to outdated and repressive measures. The
health of a democracy depends on its ability to accommodate
dissent and address the issues raised by its citizens, not on
suppressing them through force and intimidation.
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LARKANA: Members and leaders of the i‘,x;n;l-‘:qua Social Alliance are holding 2

prodest rally against prolonged electricity and gas load shedding in the district, at Ji

nah Bagh.-RT

Regional Head of Federal
Ombudsman’s Secretariat holds
an Open Katchery in TMK

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO  MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Retired Ambassador
and Regional Head of the
Federal Ombudsman Secre-
tariat, Dr. Syed Rizwan
Ahmed, has stated that any
complaints lodged today
against federal and provin-
cial departments will be ad-
dressed promptly, and no in-
dividual will face injustice
He expressed these thoughts
while addressing an open
katchery held ar the Deputy
Commissioner’s office in
Tando Muhammad Khan, in
line with federal govemnment
instructions. Deputy Com-
missioner Tando Muham-
mad Khan, Dharam Dass

Bhavani, and officials from
all provincial and federal de-
partments of the district at-
tended the event. Dr. Rizwan
Ahmed used his special au-
thority o listen 1o com-
plaints  against  various
provincial departments, in-
cluding issues such as
HESCO sending unjustified
bills under over-reading,
failure 1o install electric me-
ters despite demand notices,
harassment by NADRA re-
garding 1D cards, and over-
reading and unjustified bills
from Sui Southern Gas
Company, among many
other complaints. Com-
plaints against the Health
Department included a lack
of basic facilities at health

centers, removal of en-
croachments  from  city
roads, relocation of lgquor
stores from urban areas, and
issues related to the provi-
sion and relocation of gov-
emment bus stop plots. Dur-
ing the event, the Regional
Head of the Federal Om-
budsman instructed the rele-
vant officials of all depart-
ments 10 address the genuine
issues of the public immedi-
ately. He also advised com-
plainants to submit a written
application along with ver-
bal eomplaints so that it
could be registered, allowing
them to track their registra-
tion number. Finally, he ad-
dressed previously regis-
tered complaints as well

HESCO SDO Ajiz
Ghulam Ali Jamali leads
operation against power

theft in Daulatpur

By Aijaz Ali Jokhio

DAULATPUR: On orders of
the SE i

was carried out by the
HESCO (Hyderabad Elec
Supply Company) officials
under the leadership of SDO
(Sub-Divisional Officer) Ajiz
Ghulam Ali Jamali and Line
Superintendent Ali Asghar
Mallah. The operation tar-
geted various wards of the
Daulatpur Town Committee,
focusing on illegal electric
conmnections and power theft
During the operation, several
unauthorized connections
were cut, and numerous
wires and cables were re-
moved from various poles.

Three separate cases have
been registered against elec-
tricity thieves at the Daulat-
pur Police Station

During the media brief-
ing, SDO HESCO Ajiz Ali
Jamali and Line Superinten-
dent Ali Asghar Mallah
stated that no leniency will
be shown towards eleciricity
thieves. They emphasized
that they have been in-
structed by higher officials 1o
take strict action against ille-
gal connections and file FIRs
against the culprits. They
also appealed to the citizens
of Daulatpur to use legal
electricity meters, avoid
theft, and clear their out-
standing dues w help elimi-
nate load shedding in the
city.

Case registered against
former Nawabshah SHO
and Police personnel for

theft and assault

By Samad Ayaz

NAWABSHAH: Following
the orders of Second Addi-
tional  Sessions  Judge
Shahid Awan in Shaheed
Benazirabad, a case has
been registered at the A-Sec-
tion Police Station based on
a complaint by Mrs. Sha-
bana, d of Sadiq

Shortage of water intensifies
in Hingorja’s branches

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORIA: In the Hingorja
area, farmers and laborers
have taken to the streets in
protest against the severe
water shortage in the three
branches including Machhar
Mines, Benazir Mines and
the tail end of the Mehrab
Branch. They are protesting
against the lack of water for
three years. The demonstra-
tors chanted slogans, de-
manding that the severe
water shortage be addressed
and that water be supplied to
the tail end of the branches
They announced that if their
demands are not met, they

will hold a sit-in in front of
the Chief Engineer’s office
on July 31. Details reveal
that there is a severe water
shortage in the tail ends of
Machhar Mines, Benazir
Mines and Mehrab
Branches. Due to the failure
to control water theft, the
farmers and laborers, led by
Haji Muhammad Hassan
Mangnejo, Sardaar Hussain
Mangnejo and Comrade Ali
Khan Mangnejo staged a
protest demonstration. They
strongly criticized the imiga-
tion department officials and
alleged that their crops, in-
cluding cotton, wheat, or-
chards, and vegetables, are

being destroyed due to the
lack of water. They also ac-
cused the department of cor-
ruption and water theft by
breaking watercourses and
bribing officials. They de-
manded that the branches be
cleared and water be pro-
vided to the tail-end growers.
If their demands are not met,
they will hold a sit-in in front
of the Chief Engineer’s of-
fice in Sukkur on July 31.
They have urged the Provin-
cial Minister of Irrigation
and the Secretary of Irriga-
tion to take notice of the
issue, ensure the branches
are cut, and water is deliv

ered to the tail end

Khairpur man killed after being
hit by a train

By Nasem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: A person was
killed in a train collision near
Khairpur Railway Station,
and the deceased has not yet
been identified. According to
reports, a colligion occurred

between the Multan Express,
traveling from Karachi to
Punjab, and a pedestrian near
Khairpur Railway Station
within the jurisdiction of B-
Section Police Station. The
person died on the spot. The
B-Section Police arrived at

the scene, took possession of
the body, and transferred it to
the Civil Hospital Khairpur,
where it is currently kept in
the morgue. As of the latest
updates, the identification of
the body has not yet been de-
termined

Malik, lesiaing in Golimar,
Nawahshah. The complaint
alleges that former SHO of
A-Section, Rashid Memon

and six unidentified police
officers forcibly entered the
house, assaulted the com-
plainant and her sisters, and
stole Rs 150,000 According
to the complaint, three
months ago, former SHO
Rashid Memon, along with
six police personnel, entered
the house of the complainant
and her sisters, Iqra, Shazia
and Saima. They allegedly
assaulted them and stole Rs
150,000 before fleeing the
scene

ADC-I Ghulam Dastagir
Shaikh chairs meeting of
District Mirpurkhas’
Benevolent Fund Board

MIRPURKHAS: Follow-
ing the instructions of the
Deputy Commissioner and
Chairman of the District
Benevolent Fund Board
Mirpurkhas, a board meet-
ing was held in the office
of  Additional Deputy
Commissioner-1, Ghulam
Dastagir Shaikh. During

the meeting, 190 applica-
tions for the benevolent
fund from the relatives of
deceased employees of
various government de-
partments were reviewed
and approved for payment.
The amount will be dis-
bursed to the heirs of the
deceased employees at a
rate of 2,000 rupees per

maonth

FFC, Agriculture Dept hold an
awareness seminar in Dadu

By Javed Laghari

DADU: A seminar on prof-
itable paddy cultivation was
orzanized by Favji Fertilizers
Company and the Agriculture
Department of Dadu, The
event featured several distin-
guished guests, including Di-
rector General of Agriculture
Extension Department Munir
Ahmad Jamani, Chairman of
District Council Dadu Sved
Muhammad Shah, Director
of Major Crops Department
Sindh Rafig Ahmad Raho,
Director of Plant Protection
Department Shankar Lal, and
Additional Director of Agri-
culture Department Arbab
Ali Khokhar. Munir Ahmad
Jamani, the chief guest, pro-
vided information about var-
ious schemes issued by the

Department of Agriculture,

These include the rehabilita-
tion of agriculture in flood-
affected areas and Hari cards
for small farmers. He encour-
aged farmers o improve their
agricultural production and
expressed gratitude o the
ural experts present

wional Manager of Fauji
Fertilizer Company (FFC)
Muhammad Ali Anis Guraya
introduced the company to
the farmers and highlighted
its marketing methods. He
informed them about the
recognition sticker on FFC
fertilizers to ensure quality
Abdul Hameed Lodhi, Head
of the Farm Advisory Center
Hyderabad, emphasized agri-
culre as the backbone of
the country’s economy and
outlined Fauji Fertilizers'

agricultural services. He
noted that using micro-com-
ponents with DAP would in-
crease production. Arbab Ali
Khokhar shared key princi-
ples for achieving the best
paddy yield, while Agricul-
tural Service Officer Nawab-
shah Ali Raza provided de-
tailed information on the
balanced use of fertilizers w
optimize rice yield He also
discussed various methods to
enhance production while re-
ducing costs for farmers. The
seminar saw participation
from over 120 progressive
farmers who appreciated
Fauji Fertilizer Company's
efforts in impro
production. The s
cluded with a Q& A segment
where participants’ queries
were answered satisfactorily.

Children take out a mourning
procession for Shahzada Ali
Asghar (AS) in Tando Allahyar

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: In
commemoration of the mar-
ryrdom of the 6-month-old
son of Hazrat Imam Hussain
(AS), innocent Shahzada Ali
Asghar (AS), an 18-year tra-
dition was observed in which
a children's caravan was
taken out from the residence
of the late caravan leader
Bashir Foji Tittar in Mithan
Shah Muhalla, Tando Allah-
var city. The caravan was led
by Rashid Qambrani, She-
hzada Qambrani, Javed
Qambrani, Azam Qambrani

and Naeem Qambrani. The
annual procession followed
its traditional route through
Mithan Shah Muhalla,
haar Muhalla, Rahib Fagir
Muhalla, Imambargah Haider
Shah Kazmi, Main BEazaar,
MCB  Chowk, Sheedi
Muhalla, Zaman Shah
Muhalla, Court Road, Unar
Muhalla, Mir Ka Goth,
Choodi Muhalla, Bara Pard
{Imambargah Jano Shah),
Dargah Mai  Hajra, and
Imambargah Syed Sakhi
Mouj Darya, eventually re-
tuming to Mithan Shah
Muhalla at the residence of

the late Bashir Foji Tirar.
Along the route, people
arranged chilled water stalls
and offered food and refresh-
ments with great devotion
and respect for the children
participating in the proces-
sion. The procession in-
cluded hundreds of innocent
children holding wooden
replicas of Zuljanah. Large
numbers of participants from
Chambar, Hyderabad, Mir-
purkhas, Bakkira Sharif,
Dhegano Buzdar, and nearby
areas joined the procession,
which was monitored by the
Tandao Allahyar police

Lower staff of Education Dept to
launch protest movement against
lack of facilities

By Zeeshan Soomro

SAKRAND: A crucial meet-
ing of the Sindh Lower Staff
Education Taluka Sakrand
was held under the chairman-
ship of District President
Manzoor Tamali in Sakrand.
The meeting concluded with
a decision to initiate a protest
movement from July 30,
Tuesday, if their demands for
promotions, uniform  al-
lowances, and other legiti-
mate issues are not ad-
dressed. The protest will take
the form of a hunger strike in
front of the Director Educa-

tion Shahesd Benazirabad's
office until the demands are
met. During the meeting,
District President Manzoor
Jamali addressed the atten-
dees, expressing frustration
over the longstanding neglect
of lower staff. He highlighted
that the rights of lower staff
are being ignored and that
premotions are not being
granted. Despite numerous
large meetings, the concerns
of lower staff are consistently
overlooked. He called upon
President Asif Ali Zardari,
Chairman  Bilawal Bhutto
Zardan, MNA Aseefa Bhutto

Zardari, Adi Faryal Talpur,
Minister of Education,
the Secretary of Education,
and other relevant authorities
to address their legitimate de-
mands promptly, warning
that the hunger strike will
continue until their issues are
resolved. The meeting was
attended by Imdad Shahani,
Shahjahan Shah, Arshad
Daudi, Imam Bux Siyal, Aziz
Jan, Mukhtiar Jamali, Amin
Marri, Allahdad Mallah,
Nadeem Khanzado, Shehdad
Jamali, Anwar Keerio,
Amijad Jamali, Shamir
Nawab Keerio and others.

SSP Asif Raza Baloch listens to issues
facing Umerkot’s cops

UMERKIOT: The SSP of
Umerkot, Asif Raza Baloch,
conducted an Orderly Room
(OR) for police officers and
personnel stationed at vari-
oug police stations, units, and
sections. The OR focused on
show-cause notices, perform-
ance reports, transfer post-

ings, leave, and reports of ab-
sentegism.  SSP Umerkot
questioned the police offi-
cials who were negligent in
their duties, issued wamings,
and admimstered punish-
ments. He also identified po-
ssues and issued di-
rectives to the relevant
officers regarding gnevances
and requests. He approved

transfer postings and leave
applications and filed show-
cause notices. Additionally,
SSP Umerkot questioned and
warned officers who were
absent without attendance on
the PointMe application. He
isswed strict orders that any
negligence in the perform-
ance of duty would not be
tolerated
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Jason Gillespie reacts to
PCB's stance on players'

LAHORE: Pakistan's newly-
appointed Test coach Jason
Gillespie backed the Pakistan
Cricket Board's (PCE) stance
to ensure the workload man-
agement of the all-format
players.

Earlier. the cricketing
body denied the No Objec-
tion Certificates (NOCs) to
Naseem Shah for the Hun-
dred and also to Babar Azam,
Mohammad Rizwan and
Shaheen Shah Afridi for the
Global T20 Canada 2024.

Meanwhile, Gillespie, in
an interview with ESPN
Cricinfo, said that the cen-
trally contracted players are
compensated well and thus
the management has the right
to instruct the players to rest,
considering their availability
for the national team.

"Players are centrally
contracted and getting com-
pensated really well. We
have the right to be able to
say, 'Look, in this situation,
we need you to rest or have
some downtime to give your
body and mind a break, be
ready for the next challenge
for Pakistan'™ Gillespie said.

Jason Gillespie. however,
acknowledged the impor-
tance of the franchise leagues
for the players o get expo-

workload management

E Y

sure but if that participation
impacts a player's readiness
for national duty then a dis-
cussion and a decision would
be essential.

"We want players to go
and play in these leagues and
have these great experiences
But if we believe it's going to
be to the detiment of repre-
senting Pakistan in an up-
coming series, then we'll
have a discussion and have a
decision to make.

"These are honest and
difficult conversations. Ulti-
mately, we're tasked with
doing what's right by Pak-
istan cricket.”

"If being honest is
telling a player some-
thing they might not
want to hear, well, then
I'm willing to do that 1
want to help them be the
best player and person
they can be."

It is worth mention-
ing here that the Pak-
istan men's team will
embark on a busy inter-
national calendar 2024-
25 with a two-match
home  Test  series
against  Bangladesh,
scheduled to take place
from August 21 to Sep-
tember 3. —Agency

Australian swim coach
avoids being kicked out of
Olympics

PARIS: An Australian swim-
ming coach who backed a
South Korean rival 1o beat
two of his countrymen
avoided being kicked our of
the Olympics Friday, with of-
ficials deciding it would be
w00 disruptive.

Michael Palfrey  told
South Korean media this
week he hoped Kim Woo-
min won gold instead of Sam
Short and Elijah Winnington
in the men's 400m freestyle.

The trio -- all former
world champions -- will face
off on Sawrday in the open-
ing day of action at La De-
fense Arena

Head coach Rohan Taylor
blasted Palfrey as "un-Aus-
tralian”, deeming his actions
"extremely disappointing”

But he stopped short of
following through on a threat
to send him home, saving
athlete welfare across the 41-
member pool team factored
into his decision

"We took the time to con-
sider the two options -- for
Mick Palfrey to stay, and for
him to be sent home," he said

in a statement.

" After extended conver-
sations with athletes, the ath-
lete leadership group, and
coaching staff we have made
the decision for Michael 1o
stay.

*It is not one we have
taken lightly and I stress this
is an ongoing discussion for
when we return home."

Palfrey works with Aus-
tralian swimmers Zac Incerti,
Abbey Connor and Alex
Perkins, but also mentored
Kim while he was training in
Brisbane ahead of the
Games

According to The Syd-

Babar Azam, Rizwan's replacement
for GT20 Canada 2024 unveiled

LAHORE:
Knights have announced
replacements  for Pak-
istan's white-ball captain
Babar Azam and wicket-

keeper Mohammad
Rizwan for the ongoing
Global — T20  (GT20)

Canada 2024,

Pakistan's most reliable
batting duo was scheduled
to represent Vancouver
Knights in the GT20
Canada 2024, however,
they failed to secure the
No Objection Certificates
(NOCs) from the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB).

According to the crick-
eting body, the three all-

format players were de- ers,

nied NOCs, in light of
Pakistan's  busy and
packed cricket calendar in
the period from August
2024 to March 2025 which
includes ICC Champions
Trophy 2025.

Vancouver [9

"The PCB had received
NOC requests from Babar
Azam, Mohammad
Rizwan and Shaheen
Afridi for the Global T20
evem amongst other play-
" stated PCB.

"The three are all-for-
mat cricketers and their
services are expected to be
required in the upcoming
eight months during which
Pakistan will play nine
Tests, 14 ODIs, and nine

T201s.

s such, and in line
with the PCB's workload
management policy, itis in
the best interest of Pak-
istan cricket and the play-
ers that they skip the up-
coming event in Canada
so that they are in their
best mental and physical
shape for the season,
which commences with
the two-Test series against
Bangladesh."

The  announcement
rained on the Knights' pa-
rade as Mohammad
Rizwan was set to lead the
side, while Babar Azam
was a major cog in their
batting unit.

But they were forced to
replace the duo, roping in
South Africa's Reeza Hen-
dricks for Babar, while
Australian top-order batter
Usman Khawaja replaced
Rizwan.

Khawaja led the Van-
couver Knights in the
GT20 Canada 2024 opener
against the Toronto Na-
tionals.

While batting first, the
Knights were bowled out
for a meagre 110, thanks
to Junaid Siddigui's four-
fer. Toronte Nationals'
captain Colin Munro led
his side to a comfortable
victory with a 44-run
knock.—Agency

Paris ready to host 2024 Olympic
Games under enhanced security

PARIS: France aims to wow
the world on Friday with an
extravagant Olympics open-
ing ceremony through the
heart of Paris, officially kick-
ing off a Games fraught with
security risks at a time of
heightened geopolitical ten-
sions.

Some 45,000 police,
10000 soldiers and 2,000
private security staff will en-
sure the safety of the parade
along the river Seine, its
banks and surrounding mon-
uments, in an unprecedented
display of security.

A procession of barges
will take nearly 7,000 ath-
letes along the river past
Paris's most famous land-
marks, while more than

300,000  spectators  will
watch from the banks.

i the last Olympics
in Beijing in 2022, wars
have erupted in Ukraine
and Gaza, providing a
tense backdrop (o the
Games. France is at its

highest level of securi
though officials have re-
peatedly said there is no
specuﬁc threat 1o the open-
ceremony  or  the
Games

As part of a vast secu-
rity operation, authorities

have turned to powers
passed under an anti-terror
law, placing 155 people
under surveillance meas-
ures that strictly limit their
movement, according to of-
ficial data and a Reuters re-
view of cases.

Meanwhile, Israeli com-
petitors are being escorted
by elite tactical units to and
from events and given 24-
hour protection throughout
the Olvmpics, officials say.

Scores of world leaders
will be in Paris for the
opening ceremony, which
will be protected by snipers
on rooftops. The Seine's
riverbed has been swept for
bombs, and Paris' airspace
will be closed —Agency

Jasprit Bumrah praises Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli's leadership skills

India pacer Jasprit Bumrah
lauded the leadership skills of
two veteran cricketers, Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma,
after the Blues ended their
1l-year-long 1CC  trophy
drought by lifting T20 World
Cup 2024 in West Indies

Bumrah was key to
India's success in the ouma-
ment as he bagged 15 wick-
ets and was also named the
Player of the Tournament due
to his heroics, especially in
the final when all hopes were
lost for Sharma's men.

The speedster was asked
how his favourite Indian cap-
tain is 1o which he hilariously
picked himself,

“My favourite captain is
me because | have caprained
a few pames. Obviously,
there are great captains, bur I
will take my name. [ am my

favourite captain,” Bumrah
wld The Indian Express.
After sharing some laugh-
ter, Bumrah went on 1o praise
Sharma for the way he has
been leading the team. Espe-
cially during the five-Test
against England where India
played several youngsters.
"In the recent England se-
ries, when the youngsters
came, Rohit made the atmos-
phere very comfortable,”

Bumrah said "He took extra
effort; he will ke them our;
he will talk 1o them about the
game; he will try and push
them to take the responsibil-
ity, as the youngsters should
think all are equally impaor-
tant; there is no senior or jun-
or.

“A captain needs 1o have
empathy towards bowlers
and Rohit Sharma is one of
the few caprains who has em-

pathy for bowlers.

"Playing in the IPL as
well, T even used to go and
tell Rohit that "You set the
field, T am going to bowl this
ball. You set the field, and 1
trust you whatever you feel is
right. You set the field,"
Bumrah revealed about his
early days at Mumbai Indi-
ans

The pacer also hailed
Kohli, who retired after T20
World Cup win, saying that
he brings energy and passion
1o the ream.

"Virat is energy-driven.
He is quite passionate, wears
his heart on his sleeves. He
pushed us in terms of fitness.
He changed the narrative that
way. Even though Virat is not
the captain, he is still the
leader,” Bumrah said of the
35-year-old —Agency

Shoaib Malik urges India
to visit Pakistan for
Champions Trophy 2025

LAHORE: All-rounder
Shoaib Malik urged India to
visit Pakistan to participate in
the Champions Trophy 2025
which is set to take place in
the country from February to
March next year.

The PCB stands firm on
its stance of hosting all of the
Champions Trophy 2023
matches in the country de-
spite rumours of a neutral
venue or plan B. It was re-
ported that the Indian cricket
team will not travel to Pak-
istan and play their matches
on a neutral venue,

Malik believes that India
should visit Pakistan to play
the Champions Trophy as the
Green Shirts oo went to
India to play the World Cup
last year. The all-rounder
stressed on keeping politics
aside in sports

"Whatever reservations
there are between the coun-
tries, that's a separate issue
and should be selved sepa-

rately. Politics shouldn't
come into sports. The Pak-
istan team went to India last
wear, and now it's a good op-
portunity for the Indian team
too." Malik said while talk-
ing on a YouTube channel.
"I think there are many
players in the Indian team
who haven't played in Pak-
istan, so it would be great for
them. We are good people.
‘We're very hospitable people,
s0 I'm sure the Indian team
should come."
Three venues - Karachi,
Rawalpindi and Lahore - will
host the matches of eight
matches and according to
PCB's proposed schedule to
1CC, all of India's matches
will take place in Lahore. Ex-
cept India, all eight teams
that will participate in the
Champions Trophy have al-
ready plaved in Pakistan and
the PCB believes that India
does not have a strong reason
not to come here —Agency

Rafael Nadal suffers injury
scare ahead of Paris

PARIS: Rafael Nadal suf-
fered an injury scare ahead of
his first round of the singles
match against Hungary's
Marton Fucsovics which is
set 10 be played on Sunday
Nadal, a 22-time Grand
Slam winner, will face his
old rival Novak Djokovic in
round two should he beat
Fucsovics in the opener
However, just two days
before his doubles with Car-
los Alcaraz, Nadal sustained
a setback in training and ac-
cording to his coach, Carlos
Moya, they will give the
Spaniard 48 hours before
making a decision on his par-
ticipation in the toumament.
"It has been a setback and
we have decided thar Rafa
should rest roday and not
train 1o recover,” Moya told
Onda Cero and Radio Na-
cional de Espana “We are
going to give ourselves 48

hours. 1 can't say anything for

Olympics opener

sure. We have to wait "

"He had some discom-
fort yesterday [Wednes-
day 24th July] morning
In the afternoon he was
more limited and before it
got warse he decided to
stop. I can't guarantee
anything, neither that he
won't play or he will play
At the moment he needs
to rest, undergo treat-
ment

He is obviously very
excited to play these
Olympics. It has been
something marked on his
calendar for years. He is
a born competitor and
wants to play singles and
doubles. He's very ex-
cited about the doubles
with Alcaraz. It will be
the first time they have
played rogether and it
will be something his-
toric for Spanish ren-
nis — Agency

ney Morning Herald, Pal-

frey was wearing Australian
team colours when he was
interviewed by South Ko-
rean journalists and de-
clared "Go Korea" while
talking about his hopes for
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"I support Rohan Taylor
and his team and the decision
they have taken in the interests
of the swimming team." said
Australian chef de mission
Anna Meares —Agency

Face of the Day

Jennifer Lopez returns to

the Big Apple

post birthday

celebration

Name: Ali Khan
Location: Karachi
About me: Strike a pose if you love modeling like me!

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids® Corner section at regionaltimes10@gmail.com

Jennifer Aniston wishes Matt

LeBlanc in true 'Friends' style

Jennifer Aniston hopes
Matt LeBlanc spends his
birthday doing "nothing" as
Friends star turned 57 on
Thursday, July 25

It is worth mentioning
that His co-star Jennifer
Aniston who played Rachel
Green on the show posted a
story of her Instagram in
order to wish him happy
birthday.

In regards to the caption,
the Murder Mystery actress
wrote, "Hap}:l}r Birthday

Jennifer Lopez is back in
the MNew York City after her
big birthday bash.

The 55-year-old singer
was spotted at Balthazar in
Manhattan on Thursday, July
25

According to People, the
Thig Is Me. .. Now singer was
pictured with her longtime
manager, Benny Medina, as
she walked down the busy
SoHo streets in a sophisti-
cated summer dress.

As reported by the earlier
publication, Lopez donned
an oversized white blazer
with cut-outs on the sleeves,
and she paired the linen
jacket with a white crop top
and light-wash blue barrel
jeans.

In regards to the acces-
sories, she kept it minimal by
carrying & black purse while

wearing nude and white plat-
form heels and a pair of light
brown oversized aviator sun-
ulasses.

Furthermore, the Wed-

ding Planner actress went for
a slick-back ponytail and
neutral makeup.
As per the reports by
People, while at the popu-
lar eatery, she was with a
“small, talkative group of
people” and then she
headed to a nearby hotel in
the New York City neigh-
borhood, where she hung
out with her mother
Guadalupe and another in-
timate group

Before returning to the
city, Lopez also celebrated
her Bridgerton-themed gar-
den birthday party in the
Hamptons on  Saturday,
July 20

a white heart emoji.

She continued by saying,
"I hope you're doing so much
nothing today. LOVE YOU."

Furthermore, alongside
the sweet note, Aniston also
added an interview video of
Friends star who played Joey
on the show, in which he
stated, "My favorite thing in
the world to do, my absolute
favorite thing in the world to
do, is nothing. I'm great at it
I should be a professional
nothing. That's what I could
be. 1 could be really good at
that. Because it's so easy!
There's no rules. "What are
you gonna do today™ T'11 tell
ya, Nothing.' Pretty simple.”

According to People's re-
ports, Aniston had previously
shared the same video on her
Instagram page back in

whlleaddmg (-

blanc same

him 53}'[;5 “Same [@mle- gether on a beloved sitcom

Moreover, both of the Courteney 15;
March, as she agreed with stars have appeared to- Kudrow, David Schwimmer

Friends along with

Cox,

s bu\»un 1994 to
2004
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Millions in Banned Indian
Medicines Seized At
Torkham Border

LANDIKOTAL: The district
administration, under direc-
tives from the provincial
government, conducted a
major operation  against

smuggling at the Torkham @

Border, seizing millions
worth of banned foreign cig-
arettes, Indian medicines,
and paan from a warehouse,
officials said on Friday.

The operation, led by As-
sistant Commissioner
Landikotal Adnan Mumtaz
and a special team from FC
(North), took place late at
night at Bacha Mena, near
the Torkham Border

"Owver 12,000 packs of il-
legal foreign cigarettes stored
in the warehouse were
seized," said Deputy Com-
missioner Khyber Captain
(retd) Sanauallah Khan. The
warehouse also contained
272 packs of banned medi-

cines, paan, and olhernems
he confirmed

"The banned items, in-
cluding cigarettes, were in-
tended to be transported from
the Torkham Border to Pe-
shawar and other distric|
added the deputy commis-
sioner.

"Over 12,000 cigarette
packs and 272 packs of other
items have been taken into

" checkpoints

go»ernmem cusrody and
legal action is being under
taken,” he stated

The district administra
tion continues to carry out
ongoing operations at join
and the
Torkham Border against the
smuggling of sugar, urea.
and other non-banned items
according to the deputy
commissioner—RT/Agency

Achakzai: ‘We Will Not
Live Like Slaves,” Vows To
Overthrow Government

QUETTA: Mahmood
Khan Achakzai. leader of
the 0Dpu:slllun alliance
Tehreek Tahafuz Ayeen-
i-Pakistan (TTAP). has
announced a bold move
to overthrow the current
government, pledging to
rescue the nation from
alleged corruption.

The rally saw leaders
and workers from vari-
ous opposition parti
including  Tehreek- -6
Insaf, Pashtun Khawa
Map, and BNP Mengal,
come together to demand
change.

In a fiery speech at a
rally in Quetta, the TTAP
leader vowed to restore
constitutional and legal
supremacy in Pakistan
and called for re-elec-
tions within three months
condemning the current
government as corrupt
and illegitimate

Achakzai emphasized

the need for the su-
premacy of the constitu-
tion and law, saying,

“We will not live like
slaves in Pakistan.” “If
our resources are tar-
geted under the guise of
combating terrorism, it
will lead to disaster.”

He criticized the cur-
rent goVernment, accus-
ing it of corruption and
asserting that the na-
tional assemblies had
been compromised.
“This government is a

thief, and the assemblies
have been sold,”
Achakzai declared,

The TTAP leader un-
derscored his commit-
ment to justice and fair-
ness, recalling his stance
at the Afghan Jirga,
where he supported the
oppressed against their
oppressors. He empha-
sized that the fight for
justice is a divine man-
date and condemned the
current government’s
handling of national is-
sues.

The opposition leader
also pointed out unre-
solved issues, such as the

murder of  Benazir
Bhutto, and expressed
frustration  over the

country's ongoing chal-
lenges. “We do not want
the country to fall into
ruin,” he said. “We must

create a Pakistan where
justice prevails and the
rule of law is upheld.”
Expressing strong
support  for Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Achakzai accused
government of attempt-
ing to SUppress PTI and
han its activities, despite
the party’s mbmhmnl

popularity under its
founder, Tmran Khan
He questioned the

government’s handlin
of these crises and criti
cized the lack of trans
parency regarding past
events, including the sit
uation on May 9,
he labeled as a signifi-
cant yet unexplained
failure. He reaffirmed his
alliance's goal 10 em
power Parliament and re
store democrati
processes —RT/Agency

Punjab Scraps Job Quota
For Families Of Deceased
Civil Servants

LAHORE: The Punjab Gov-
ernment  has  recently
amended the Civil Servant
Rules, implementing signifi-
cant changes.

One of the most notable
amendments is the abolition
of Rule 17A from the Civil
Servant Rules of 1974

Previously, Rule 17A al-
lowid the children or spouse
of a civil servant who passed
away during service to re-
ceive government jobs under
the service quota

With the remaval of this
rule, family members of da-
ceased civil servants will no

longer be eligible for such
employment benefits

This change marks a s
nificant shift in policy, affect.
ing many families who previ
ously relied on this provision
for job security following the
loss of a loved one in govern.
ment service

SUKKUR: In a shocking in-
ident in Sindh's Nausharo-
! femz district, both legs of a
woman named Sobia Batool
shah were savagely hacked
Vby her bloodthirsty father
¥ and uncles in the name of pa-
riarchal "honour” for fili
1 for divorce to end an abusive
1 mamiage.
The deeply disturbing act
1 of violence occurred in Gul
j Town of the district, leaving
he victim in severe physical
as well as mental trauma,
|whtch may result in a life-
ong handicap — with the
possibility that she may
T never be able to walk again.
Syed Mustafa
3 ’s father, and her
lunulu Syed Qurban Shah,
hsan Shah, Shah Nawaz,
land Mushtag Shah, who
pwere armed with axes, in-
ured So and fled the spot
pleaving her screaming for
1 help in a pool of bleod
As soon as police reached
1 he crime scene, Sobia was
rushed to a Nawab Shah hos-

1 wl\u. the savageri
hs inflicted uj
ng a divoree from her
¢ and deadbeat hus-
took re-
¢ for his family.
1 The poor woman further
1 told police that her husband

Naushehro
woman's legs
hacked for trying
to end abusive

marriage

would regularly abuse her
and failed to provide for her
and their two children, leav-
ing her to suffer on her own
in Karachi

According to Sobia, she
repeatedly alerted her parents
about the plight she was in,
but her family tumed a deaf
ear to her grievances and dis-
missed her, calling her a dis-
grace

In a desperate attempt to
escape her abusive marriage,
Sobia filed for divorce,
which incited her father and
uncles to confront her,

According to the police,
Sobia's enraged patriarchs
accused her of bringing dis-
honour to the family by tak-
ing legal action against her
husband. When she refused
to withdraw her case, they at-
tacked her with axes, they
added. Taking immediate no-
tice of the incident, the sen-
ior superintendent of police
(SSP) of Nausharoferoz, or-
dered the local station house
officer (SHO) to bring all the

: accused to justice and ensure
- the victim's security.

Responding to the direc-
tions, the police have so far
managed to arrest one sus-
pect, Mushtag Shah, and are
conducting further raids in
search of the remaining cul-
prits.—RT/Agency

Four Kkilled, ten
injured in a fatal
Nooriabad

! accident

1 E—
1 By Shams Palari

the

| NOORTABAD Near
jNooriabad, at the Bula
Khan Interchange, a pas-
senger coach traveling
|f|om Hyderabad  to
Karachi collided with a
1 rawler. As a result of the
'accidenl. four passengers,
ncluding  the coach
river, were killed and
Len others were injured
1 According to reports, at
|Ihe Bula Khan Inter-

jchange on the motorway
y within the jurisdiction of
he Lonikot Police Sta-
ion, a passenger coach
rom Hyderabad collided
lently with a rawler.
"he collision resulted in
Vihe deaths of the coach

driver Sohail Ahmed and
passengers Shaman Ali
Kandhro, Abdul Latif
Kandhro, and one
unidentified person. The
injured passengers in-
clude Maryvam, Areefa,
Sanam, Urooj, Anil
Kumar, Abdul Jabbar and
Hanifan. The deceased
and injured were trans-
ported to the Nooriabad
Trauma Center and the
Kotri Taluka Hospital.
The motorway was closed
for several hours due to
the accident but traffic
was restored after remov-
ing the wreckage of the
trawler and the coach.
The Lonikot Police have
taken both the coach and
the trawler into custody

Certificates

ceremony held at

' distribution

i

JSQM rallies against open
sale of drugs in Matiari

By Sajjad Ali Abbasi

MATIARI: In Matiari, mem-
bers of the Jeay Sindh Qaumi
Mahaz (JSQM) protested
outside the Matiari Press
Club against the increasing
drug use and lack of preven-
tive measures. The protest
was led by Sachal Salaryo,

Zulfigar Detho, and Mazhar
Unar. They stated that the
sale of drugs is widespread
throughout the city and ac-
cused the police of support-
ing the drug dealers instead
of arresting them. Alcohel,
ice (crystal meth), and other
substances are openly sold in
Matiari, yet the actions being

taken in other districts are not
happening here. Ice dealers
from Hyderabad flee to Ma-
tiari and sell ice openly, but
no one is stopping them.
They demanded action from
the Chief Minister of Sindh
and the Excise Minister to
protect young students and
others from these dangers.

DC Shehryar Memon forms
committee to improve
NWM’s health facilities

By Samad Ayaz

NAWAB WALI MUHAM-
MAD: DC Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, Shehryar
Memon, formed a commit-
tee with the collaboration of
PPHI to provide the best
passible medical facil
to patients at Nawab Wali
Muhammad Hospital. The
Chairman of the comitiee

is Khamiso Khan Bhand,
whao is also the chairman of
Union  Council  Ahmed
Bughio, while Dr. Nauman
Mustafa Solangi, the in-
charge of the hospital, has
been appointed as the secre-
tary. Speaking to the media,

s Chairman Khamiso Khan

Bhand said that the purpose
of forming the committee is
to address any complaints

or issues related to medi-
cine shortages in the hospi-
tal and to provide the best
medical facilities to the pa-
tients. Additionally, the
committee aims to organize
hepatitis camps in various
villages and areas, and raise
awareness among the resi-
dents about vaccinating
children agamst various dis-
SASEE,

Tech Zone in
| Plthoro

By Nasem Bhah

KHAIRPUR: A historic Ma-
jlis-e-Aza was held at Qasr-
e-Hussaini Imambargah in
Khairpur to pay tribute to the
martyrs of Karbala. The Ma-
jlis-e-Aza featured local
scholars, as well as Allama
Ageel al-Gharavi from Lon-
don. The event began with
the recitation of the Holy

» -
Quran, followed by a brief

discourse on the virtues and
countless scholarly qualities
of the Holy Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad's (SAWW) fam-
ily. Allama Ageel al-Gharavi
then recounted the sufferings
of Hazrat Imam Hussain
{AS), who, along with his
Tamily, children, friends, and
loved ones, sacrificed their
lives for the glory of Islam in

Allama Aqeel al-Gharavi
addresses Majlis-e-Aza
in Khalrpur

M

the plains of Karbala His
narration created a mournful
atmosphere in the Majlis. A
large number of believers,
both men and women. partic-
ipated in the Majlis-e-Aza.
The participants were served
cold water, sherbet, milk,
rose water, and tea, along
with  special  offerings
(Niyaz) in honor of Hazrat
Imam Hussain (AS).

By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR
Deputy Commissioner of
Tando Allahyar, Saleemullah
Cdho, has mstructed the rel-
evant department officers to
strictly remove illegal en-
croachments from the main
markets, roads, parks, and
other public places in Tando
Allahyar city and other
tehsils. He emphasized that
no leniency would be toler-
ated in this regard. He ex-
pressed these views while

presiding over a meeting 1\

ments for the district-wide
Soft Encroachment Drive
The meeting was attended by
Additional Depu:y Comm
sioner-1, ammad
Thrahim Alnmm~ Additional
Deputy  Commissioner-11,

Sajid Ali Pahore, Assistant
Commissioner of Tando Al-

sistant
Chambar,
Solangi,

Abdul
Chief Municipal

Shakur

ge- cers from the pol

DC Saleemullah Odho orders
operations against encroachments
in Tando Allahyar

Officer of Tando Allahyar,
Aabid Wali and district offi-
€.

enue, municipality, an
relevant departments.
Deputy Commissioner
Saleemullah Odho instructed

the officers to take immedi-
ate action to remove illegal
stalls from the main markets,

roads, parks, and other
places in Tando Allahyar city
and other tehsils. He warned
that legal action would be
taken against those who vio-
late these instructions.

By Naz Solangi

KUMB: An important megt-
ing of the Awami Press Club
Kumb was held under the
chairmanship of APC Presi-
dent Naz Solangi, attended
by the office-bearers and
members of the Awami
Press Club. The meeting re-

viewed the ])elfnlmance of
2023 and highlighted issues
such as inflation, unemploy-

ment, law and order, and the
challenges faced by journal-
ists in Sindh. During the
meeting, certificates of ex-
cellence were awarded 10 the
office bearers and members
who showed exceptional
performance in 2023, The

| Khairpur Journalists Union

honored senior journalist
and columnist Naz Solangi,
President of the Awami
Press Club, with the Best
‘Writer Award. Following the
meeting, the elections for
the Awami Press Club Kunb
for 2024 were held The
newly elected office bearers
and members included Pres-
ident Naz Solangi, Vi
President Salman Ali, Gen-
eral  Secretary  Irfan
Mukhtiar, Joint Secretary
Syed Mohsin Ali, Finance
Secretary  Mohsin Al
Solangi, Office Secretary
Mujahid Hussain Khaskheli,
Information Secretary Sufi
Darshan  and  Chairman
Chief Executive Committee
Saira Solangi. The members

i

New office-bearers
of Awami Press Club
Kumb elected

included Sanam Rajpar,

Sanam Mangi, Sameena
Solangi, Sanam Solangi,
Waheed  Ali Wassan,
Muhammad Meinhal

Lashari, Ali Hassan Solangi,
Ali Dano Suhag, Kashif Ali
Solangi, Abdullah Kaladi,
Suhail Solangi, Shafgat Ab-
basi, Ejaz Baloch, Shahid
Ali Mangi, Imran Gopang,
Ranjab  Mallah, Zaheer
Gopang, and Abdul Razzaq
Shar. On this occasion, all
journalists pledged to con-
i he i

them 1o the artention of
higher authorities, and to
play their role in promoting
honest and truthful journal-
ism

By Salman Ali

SUKKUR: Marvi Rural De-
velopment  Organization
(MRDO) Sukkur, with the
support of Save the Children
International (SCI) Pakistan,
organized distribution of
150 bicycles for girls in Dis-
trict  Khairpur.  Sughra
Solangi, Chief Executive
Officer of MRDO, shared
that with the support of Save
the Children International,
MRDO s p ing

By M Ismail Khilji

FITHORO: With the joint
collaboration of Dr. Muham-
mad Igbal Memon from the
social organization APP-
SUKF and Dr. Muhammad
Anees Dosani, founder of
World  Memon  Doctors
(WMD), a state-of-the-art
free computer center called
Tech Zone was established
in Pithoro. Recently, a pres-
tigious ceremony was held
under the leadership of Dr.
Pardeep Kumar Malani to
distribute diploma certif

cates to the students of the
computer center. The event
was attended by a large num-
ber of students, along with

the Taluka Education Officer
of Pithoro (Male), Muham-
mad Hassan Nohri, Principal
Tara Chand Mahara) of Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary
School Pithoro, Counselor
Zulfigar Ali Nohni, and Mas-
ter Madan Lal Suthar. In
their speeches, the speakers
emphasized the importance
of computer education for
the development of any
country or society in the
modemn age. The speakers
emphasized that in tod;
modem era, a person is in-
complete without computer
education, and they urged
parents to ensure their chil-
dren receive education to se-
cure their future

Hum Localization Project to
address Child Protection
(CP) and Climate Change

{CC}) issues faced by chil-
dren in Shadi Shaheed and
Bughro union councils in
District Khairpur Mir's. As
part of this project, MRDO
has established 10 Safe
Spaces for children to ensure
the provision of psychoso-
cial support to children in
need and the establishment
of community-based child
protection mechanisms by
establishing & strengthening
the child protection commit-
tees and child clubs and their
networking with the district
stakeholders. Salman Ali,
Manager Programs MRDO

MRDO, SCI distribute 150 bicycles
amongst girls in District Khairpur

said, through this activity
MRDO and SCI is prov
Sustainable Transportation
Initiatives provision of bicy-
cles to girls for a "Bike to
School" initiative, encourag-
ing the use of eco-friendl
transport choices. Deputy
Director Social Welfare De-
partment Khairpur appreci-
ated the efforts and shared
that, girls who received
these bl(.}i.h,'b will be k'(.\lng
more in control of the deci-
sions affecting their lives
and the ratio of absentees in
targeted union councils will
also be less

MATIARI: In Matiari, Bhit-
shah, Hala, New Sacedabad
and all surrounding areas
HESCO's operations against
consumers involved in elec-
tricity theft and outstanding
dues was launched on or-
ders of the HESCO Chief.

Cases  were  registered

against 1500 consumers
across various police sta-
tions in the district for elec-
tricity theft and failure to
pay dues. The cases named
individuals  involved
electricity theft and those
with  outstanding  dues
Cases were filed against
consumers during the night,
and the public is still un-

XEN Asad Pirzada leads operation
against power theft in Matiari District

aware of the cases against
them. XEN HESCO Ma-
tiari, Asad Pirzada, speak-
ing to the media, stated that
the first phase of the opera-
tion has been completed. If
the outstanding electricity
bills are not paid, all named
individuals in the cases will
be arrested in the second
phase.
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Murad Approves Rs16 Million
Grant And Vehicles For Pakistan
Association Of The Blmd

KARACHL: Sindh  Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah has approved a Rslo
million grant and vehicles for
the Pakistan Association of
the Blind, Sindh, to facilitate
the transportation of blind
children from their homes 1o
school.

Druring a meeting with the
association's delegation, the
Chief Minister emphasized
the implementation of the
five percent quota for differ-
ently-abled individuals in
government jobs. The meet-
ing was attended by PSCM
Agha Wasif and Secretary
DEPD Tauha Farooqi. The
delegation included Associa-
tion President Riaz Memon,
Senior Vice President Ghu-
lam Dastagir, General Secre-
tary Saad Noor, and Secre-
tary Finance Mchsin Ali.

The Chief Minister noted
that President Asif Ali
Zardari had directed him 10
address the issues faced by
visually impaired individu-
als. Riaz Memon, President
of the Association, men-

tioned that Zardan had previ-
ously granted a travel con-
cession card for PIA and
Railways, which was re-
voked after his tenure.
Memon also noted that sup-
port from the PPP govern-
ment under Yousaf Raza
Gillani was  discontinued
after the change in govern-
ment. The association re-
quested that CNICs for blind
individuals reflect their vision
impairment. The Chief Minis-
ter assured that he would

cuss the issue with NADRA
authorities. In response to the
association's request for an

annual grant, the Chief Minis-
ter approved the Rsl6 million
grant and directed the DEPD
Secretary to prepare a sum-
mary for formal approval. He
also approved the provision of
two vehicles to facilitate the
transportation of children to
and from their centers in
Larkana and Karachi. Murad
Ali Shah assured the associa-
tion that separate facilities for
the blind would be included in
the Inclusive City project, and
the association's members
would be consulted in the
velopment of these facili-
ties —RT

Faqeerabad Town Chairman
Nisar Hussain Khaskheli Commits
To Honoring Election Promises

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHI:  Faqeerabad
Town Chairman Nisar Hus-
sain Khaskheli has reaf-
firmed his commitment to
fulfilling the promises made
to the people during the 2024
election. in line with the vi-
sion of Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari

In a recent interview with
Daily Tbrat, Khaskheli high-
lighted the provision of solar
panels o poor households,
enabling them to receive up
to 200 units of electricity. He
mentioned that 1,000 solar
panels had already been in-
stalled in various villages
within the town from the
town's budget. Additionally,
100 solar street lights were
installed in Imambargahs and
mosques during Muharram.
Khaskheli announced that
each ward in the town would
receive 115 solar panels, with
work orders already issued
He emphasized that the dis-
tribution of thess panels was
conducted withour bias to en-
sure the comfort of families
during extreme weather con-
ditions.

He also noted the PPP's
commitment 1o addressing
local issues, stating that dur-

ing the election campaign,
the leadership had promised
to resolve people's problems
at their doorsteps. The local
leadership, including Man-
zo0r Wassan and MPA Halar
Wassan, along with central
leaders like Asif Ali Zardari,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, and
Faryal Talpur, were actively
working to support this mis-
S0,

Khaskheli highlighted the
PPP's efforts to mitigate the
impact of rising mflation by
expanding the Benazir In-
come Support Program and
installing solar plants o re-
duce electricity load shed-
ding. He also mentioned on-
going  efforts 1o create
employment opportunities

and support the federal gov-
emment in addressing secu-
rity and economic chal-
lenges.

Expressing confidence in

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
leadership, Khaskheli pre-
dicted that he would become
the prime minister, viewed as
& hero by the country's youth
He praised the PPP's histori-
«cal sacrifices for democracy,
emphasizing that leaders like
Zulfigar Al Bhutto and Sha-
heed Benazir Bhutto had
given their lives for the
cause. Khaskheli concluded
by stating that the PPP is the
only party capable of solving
the country's problems and
improving the lives of its
people

Jam Ikramullah Meets Turkish
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan

KARACHI Provincial Min- [f

ister for Industries and Com-
merce  Jam  Ikramullah
Dharejo weleomed Turkish
Foreign Minister
Fidan and his delegation dur-
ing a technical stopover ar
Jinnah Airport, Karachi. Also
present were Turkish Consul
General Cemal Sangu and
Turkish Ambassador
Mehmet Pagac?

In a brief meeting, Minis-
ter Dharejo and Foreign Min-
ister Fidan discussed matters
of mutual interest. Dharejo
highlighted investment ap-

Hakan |

portunities in Sindh for Turk-
ish investors. Foreign Minis-
ter Fidan expressed gratitude
far the invitation to Turkish
investars and appreciated

the hospitality of Pakistan,
especially the Sindh Go
emment. After the meetir
Fidan departed for his desti-
nation —RT

Syedna Mufaddal
Saifuddin Meets President
Asif Ali Zardari

KARACHL: The head of
the Dawoodi Bohra com-

Syedna Mufad-
dal Saifuddin, met with
President  Asif Al
Zardari at Bilawal House

g the meeting,
President Zardari praised
the Bohra community for
its significant contribu-
tions to Pakistan's socio-
economic development.
He highlighted the com-
munity’s active participa-

tion in the nation's econ-
omy and business sec-
tors.

President Zardari also
commended the Bohra
community's efforts in
education, health, and
other sectors, acknowl-
edging their valuable
services. Additionally, he
expressed appreciation
for Syedna Mufaddal
Saifuddin’s dedication to
social services in Pak-
istan.—RT

FIA And Drug Control
Authority Shut Down
Unregistered
Pharmaceutical Company

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: The Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA)
and Drug Control Team, with
police assistance, conducted
a significant operation
against a fake and unregis-
tered pharmaceutical com-
pany. SHO Quaidabad Ghu-
lam Hussain Pirzada reported
that in the Quaidabad area of
‘Gulshan-e-Bonair, a counter-
fieit drug factory was operai-
ing under the pretense of
being a mosque and madrasa

The factory was produc-
ing harmful and narcotic
drugs. Acting on a tip-off, an
intelligence-led raid resulted
in the arrest of eight individ-
uals, including the owner

Ahdul ab, who also
serves as the Imam of the
mosque and madrasa.

The operation uncov-
ered counterfeit and nar-
cotic drugs, raw materials,
and packaging materials
The facility, which was dis-
tributing these dangerous

drugs to various cities
across  Pakistan, was
sealed. Additionally, the

machinery and setup were
found to be powered by
stolen electricity.

Legal action under the
Unregistered Drugs Act has
been initiated against those
involved, and the case has
been handed over to the
FIA for further investiga-
tion

Mumtaz Magsi Assumes

Charge As DSP Bin Qasum

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHL AIG Javed Alam
Odho has appointed DSP
Mumtaz Magsi as the new
Deputy Superintendent of
Police for Bin Qasim. Upon
assuming his new role, DSP
Magsi pledged to enhance
security and tackle crime ef-
fecrively in the area

In a media statement,
DSP Magsi emphasized his
commitment o providing
foolproof security and ad-

dressing criminal elements
with a firm approach 1 re-
duce the crime rate in Bin
Qasim

SBCA Establishes
Help Desk At
NKATI To Assist
Industrialists

Rotary and EOC Sindh Join
Hands To Combat Polio

KARACHI: The Rotary
Foundation Trustee 2020-24
and National Chair Polio
Plus, Aziz Memon, organized
a meeting with the Emer-
gency Operations Center
(EOC) Sindh to discuss the
current polio situation and
update Rotary delegates on
EOC Sindh's efforts. The Ro-
tary  delegation  included
IPDG Hanif Khan, PP
Shahzad Sabir, PP Munech
Khan, and Asher Ali PNPPC.
The meeting, chaired by
EDC  Coordinator  Irshad
Sodhar, was attended by
WHO Team Lead Dr. Asif
Ali, UNICEF Team Lead Dr.
Shokat Ali, N-STOP Team
Lead Dr. Shumaila Rasool,
and other EOC officers.
Irshad Sodhar welcomed
the Rotary del

om and OPV

munity-Based Volunteers
{CBVs) to improve commu-
nity engagement and address
wvaccine refusals effectively.
Dr. Asif Ali provided an
update on current polio cases
and environmental positive
samples in Sindh, reporting
two cases: one in Shikarpur
and another in the Kemari
district of Karachi. He linked
the Shikarpur case to low im-
munity due to malnutrition,
affecting 52% of children in
Sindh. While local virus cir-
culation has been halted, cur-
rent cases involve inactivated
polio viruses. To prevent
spread, MOp-up sessions are
being conducted in
Jamshoro,  Dadu,  Mir-
purkhas, and Badin districts,
dlong mth planned IPV and
p . Jet Injec-

presented an overview of the
team's initiatives to eradicate
polie. Trustee Aziz Memon
emphasized the importance
of gaining insights into
Sindh's polio eradication ef-
forts and the need for Com-

tion \M]l be administered to
children aged 4-5% months in
areas with persistent emaron-
mental positivity.

Irshad Sodhar empha-
sized the need for collabora-
tion among PPHI, EPL, EOC,

and Rotary. He suggested
using gift packs containing
soaps for hygiene purposes
and balloons to attract chil-
dren and parents to outreach
sites.

Trustee Aziz Memon
shared that the Trust for Mal-
nutrition & Stunted Growth
(TMSG) is actively working
in Pakistan and offered full
support for interventions in
needed areas. He also men-
tioned that Rotary has devel-
oped a Speaking Book in
Urdu, Smdhi, and Pashto to
promote hygiene in high-risk
communities.

Dr. Shaikh reported that
two PTP shelters on the
Karachi-Balochistan border
and the motorway have been
renovated and requested an
inauguration. The meeting
concluded with EOC Coordi-
nator Irshad Sodhar express-
ing gratitude for Rotary's
support and reaffirming EOC
Sindh's commitment to erad-
icating polic from Pak-
istan,—RT

ARACHI: The Sindh
Building Control Authority
{SBCA) is launching a
one-window facility to ad-

ea. This initiative

etting up a Help

Desk at the North Karachi

Association of Trade and

Industry (NKATI), where

SBCA staff will assist the

industrial community with

warious problems related to

industrial ing con-
struction.

In connection with this
effort, Abdul Rasheed
Solangi, Director General
of SBCA, visited NKATI at
the invitation of its Presi-
dent, Faisal Moiz Khan.
During the visit, Solangi
met with senior NKATI
members and officials for a
comprehensive discussion.

At the meeting, Solangi
assured NKATI members

that SBCA would provide
all necessary support for
construction projects while
ensuring compliance with
legal requirements and
building regulations. He
emphasized the importance
of addressing issues in the
North Karachi Industrial
Area and committed to ex-

ng the regularization

against rule violations.

Faisal Moiz Khan wel-
comed the Director Gen-
eral and stressed the need
for  strict  enforcement
against illegal construc-
tions in the area. He sug-
gested that no buildings
should  be demolished
without prior notification
to the authorities and e
pressed  the industries
readiness to comply with
SBCA regulations. Solangi
agreed with Khan's sugges-
tions and promised full co-
operation. —RT

High-Rise Building Catches
Fire On Shahra-e-Falsal

KARACHL: A fire broke out
at a high-rise building on
Sharea Faisal near Metropole
on Friday, leaving at least six
people, including rescue offi-
cials, unconscious. The blaze
affected the Tth, 8th, Sth, and
1ith floors of the 16-storey
building and was extin-

guished in a rescue operation
involving one snorkel and 12
fire tenders, including those
from the Pakistan Navy and
Rescue 1122,

Of the six unconscious in-
dividuals, two are women
who have been transported to
the hospital for medical as-
sistance.

The track from linnah
Hospital to Metropole, which
was closed due to the blaze,
has now been reopened for
traffic. Initially, traffic police
diverted vehicles from FTC
to Kala Pul.

The fire department re-
ported that the blaze was
contained, preventing further
spread, and all 50 people in

the building were safely
evacuated. No one else was
reported to be inside the
buildi

Earlier, police suggested
that some people might be
trapped inside due to heavy
smoke, leading to a tempo-
rary halt in the rescue opera-
tion.

This marks the third sig-
nificant fire incident in
Karachi this month. On July
15, a fire broke out in
Karachi University's Mass

‘Communication Department
after an air conditioner
caught fire in its audio-visual
room, prompting the imme-
diate evacuation of attending
students. On July 8, a blaze
on the fourth floor of the
Pakistan Stock Exchange
(P3X) building halted
trading for two hours. Five
fire tenders. one snorkel,
and a bowser were used to
tackle the blaze, which
was caused by a short cir-
cuit.—RT/Agency

SITE Industrialists Laud
SSGC MD For Dedicated
Gas Pipeline

KARACHI: The SITE Asso-
ciation of Industry members
praised S3GC Managing Di-
rector Muhammad Imran
Maniar for the completion of
a dedicated 24-inch, 31-kilo-
meter  high-pressure  gas
pipeline for industrial con-
sumers in the SITE area. The
new pipeline addresses the
long-standing issue of low or
ZETO gas pressure.

At a reception in his
honor, MD Maniar explained
how the pipeline isolates in-
dustrial from domestic con-
nections, ensuring better gas
pressure for industries and
reducing  unaccounted-for
gas (UFG) losses, He high-
lighted the automation of
T0% of Karachi's TBS, al-
lowing one-touch regulation
of gas pressure

Discussions also covered
RLNG blending, pricing, and
billing. Maniar suggested the
future might require a shift to
LPG cylinders for domestic

users i minimize ling loss
He answered various ques-
tions from the association
members.

SITE President
Muhammad Kamran Arbi
and Patron-in-Chief Zubair
Motiwala co d Ma-

through monthly bills. For-
mer President Jawed Bil-
wani proposed setting up a
biomass gas plant in the
SITE area

As a gesture of appreci-
ation, a bougquet and shield
were | d to Mub

niar's efforts and achieve-
ments. Matiwala urged the
elimination of gas blend-
ing and the replacement of
conventional gas geysers
with solar ones, funded

mad Imran Maniar. The
event was attended by sev-
eral notable members, in-
cluding Muhammad Hanif
Tawakkal, Abdul Hadi, and
others —RT

17 Arrested Following Armed Clash
Between Bugtis In DHA

KARACHI: Police arrested
17 people during raids con-
dueted on Friday ar various
locations in connection with
an armed clash that left five
people dead in Karachi's De-
fence Housing Authority
(DHA). Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) South Syed
Asad Raza confirmed the re-
covery of weapons from
three suspects during these
raids

The violent incident oc-
curred berween the Fahad
Bugti and Ali Haider Bugri
groups in DHA's Khayaban-
e-Nishat, resulting in the
deaths of five individuals and
injuries to two others. The
deceased and the injured
were relatives of the slain
Baloch leader Nawab Akbar
Khan Bugti

The deceased were identi-

Lmse se pewse sp A% derer veoo

fied as Mir Esa Bugti, Ali,
Fahad Bugti, Naseebullah,
and Mir Mesum Bugti. Mir
Ali Haider Bugti and Qaim
Ali sustained bullet injuries
and were treated at the hospi-

E

‘While no first information
report (FIR) has been regis-
tered yer, DIG Raza stated
that two cases will be filed in
coordination  with  both
groups. The clash, atributed
to an “old family dispute.”
occurred when both groups,
initially meeting for talks,

opened fire after their vehi-
cles encountered each other.
Heavy weapons were
used in the altercation, and
Fahad Bugti's body, which
had two bullet wounds 1o the
chest, has been handed over
o his family. Sindh Home
Minister Ziaul Hassan Lanjar
has raken notice of the clash
and requested a detailed re-
port from the Additional 1GP
Karachi. He reassured the
public that all necessary
measures will be taken to up-
hold the law —RT/Agency

Probe Launched Against PTA For
Failure To Recover Rs78 Billion From
Telecom Companies

KARACHI: The National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
Karachi has initiated a probe
against the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) for
failing to recover over Rs78 bil-
lion in dues from telecom com-
panies, media sources reported.
According to the sources, the
PTA has been directed to sub-
mit a response to NAB by July
29. The investigation has re-
vealed that the delay in recov-
ening dues has caused signifi-
cant losses to the national
exchequer. NAB has requested
detailed information on the out-

standing amounts, court cases,
and all relevant records from the
PTA_PTA officials have been
summoned to appear before
NAB Karachi with the required
documents. Sources also men-

tioned that Long Distance and
International (LDI) companies
have agreed topay 100% of the
principal amount. However, the
recovery of dues has been im-
peded by court stay orders. To
address the issue of dues recov-
ery, the Ministry of IT has
formed a steering committee o
oversee the matter. In a related
development, the Pakistan

Telecommumication Authority
(PTA) issued a clanification re-
galdmglzma on mlpomng mo-
bile phones. PT:

cent news about lhe remm‘al of
these taxes, stating that there has
been no official decision to
eliminate then in Pakistan, con-
trary to some online reports.
The PTA emphasized that
only overseas Pakistanis will
be exempt from these taxes,
and non-PTA mobile users
can temporarily register their
devices by inserting a SIM
card and restarting their
phones —RT/Agency

q Baig, President of the Business Forum of the PML(N), hosted a
Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan, Chairman of the Prime Minister”

var Qureshi, Dr. J

th Program. The event was attended by Arif Habib, Senator Jam Karam AII‘
id Ali Shah, and cricket great Saleem Yousul—RT
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Sanam Javaid On PTI's Reserved Seats
List Submitted To ECP

[SLAMABAD: The Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI} has submitted a
list of the candidates for
the reserved seats to the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP). picking
Sanam Javaid., Aliva
Hamza Malik, Yasmin
Rashid among others for
the seats reserved in as-
semblies for women and
minarities, party sources
said on Friday.

The development
came after the Supreme
Court, in its July 12
short order in the re-
served seats case, al-
lowed the former ruling
party to have reserved
seats in assemblies.
paving the way for the
party to potentially be-
come the largest parlia-
mentary party

In the landmark rul-
ing, the apex court di-
rected the PTI to submit
a list of its eligible can-

didates for reserved
seats to the electoral
body within 15 days of
the verdict. The ECP
should then publish the
list of reserved seats of
the candidates on its
website within seven
days. the SC ruling
stated.

Complying with the
short order of the top
court, the PTI today sub-
mitted the list of its can-
didates for the reserved

in national, Punjab,
Sindh  and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa assem-
blies. according to the
sources.

The list includes 67
names for seats reserved
for women and 11 for
minorities seats, sources
said, adding the names
of Javaid, Hamza, Kan-
wal Shauzab, Rubina
Shaheen and Seemabia
Tahir have been chosen
for the National Assem-

| regulator declared

bly reserved seats for
women.

Meanwhile, Lal
Chand Malhi has been
nominated by the party
for the minority seat in
the lower house of par-
liament, the PTI sources
said, adding Dr Yasmin
Rashid has been named
for the reserved seat for
women in Punjab As-
sembly.

A day earlier the polls
39
PTI lawmakers — who
contested the February 8
elections as independent
candidates and later
joined the Sunni Ittehad
Council (SIC) — as PTI
members in line with the
Supreme Court's ruling.

Earlier this week, the
PTI submitted relevant
documents with declara-
tion of party's affiliation
to the Election Commis-
sion to be entitled to
have reserved seats in

the assemblies in line
with the court's order.

Having been deprived
of its election symbol,
the PTI's candidates con-
tested the February 8
elections as independ-
ents. However, these in-
dependents  were di-
rected by the party to
join the SIC to be eligi-
ble for the reserved
seats.

The SIC in multiple
petitions, pleaded with
the top court to allow the
party to have reserved
seats in legislature. On
July 12, the court an-
nounced its short order
in the PTI's favour
However, the ruling Pak-
istan Muslim League-
MNawaz (PML-N) and the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) filed a review pe-
tition against the SC rul-
ing declaring the PTI el-
igible for the reserved
seats —RT/Agency

ADB Approves $400M
Loan For Pakistan's Flood
Rehabilitation

MANILA: The Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) today
approved a $400 million con-
cessional loan o support the
reconstruction of houses and
community infrastructure in
Sindh damaged by lht, devas-
tating floods in 21

The Sindh T.mergcncy
Housing Reconstruction Pro-
Ject will rehabilitate flood-
damaged houses and com-
munity
support livelihood recovery,
with a focus on strengthening
communities'  resilience
against climate change-in-
duced natural hazards

This project is a key parnt
of ADB's multifaceted re-
se to Pakistan's flood
crisis and forms part of the
bank's commitment 1o pro-
vide §1.5 billion in total as-
sistance from 2023 to 2025 1o
accelerate the country's flood
Tecovery.

"This project will help re-
build homes and co

floods, with mmmd 2.1 mil-
lion houses either fully de-
stroyed or damaged
Two years on, many vic-
tims still reside in inade-
quate, temporary sheliers
lacking essential services
such as water, sanitation, and
electricity

The project will support
conditional cash grants for
the reconstruction of 250,000
houses with multi-hazard re-

ties, and restore livelihood
and basic services in Sindh,
the province most affected by
the devastating 2022 floods,”
said ADB Director General
for Central and West Asia
Yeveeniy Zhukow

"Itis part of ADB's exten-
sive support 1o help Pakistan
recover from the disaster
which affected 33 million
people and damaged houses
and infrastructure across the
nation."

Sindh sustained about
83% of the total housing
damage inflicted by the 2022

silient and environment-re-
sponsive designs.

Ir will also support com-
munity-driven construction
of infrastructure such as
drinking water facilities, san-
itation facilities, covered
drainage, and renewable en-
ergy solutions for 100,000
households in around 1,000
flood-damaged villages in
Sindh.

The project will also sup-
port conditional cash grants
for livestock, agriculture,
small enterprises, and e-com-
merce.

“ADB's support not
anly help Pakistan build back
hetter, but it will also pro-
mote community-led climate
resilience and disaster risk
management strategies 1o
hetter prepare for future haz-
ards,” said ADB Director for
‘Water and Urban Develop-
ment Srinivas Sampath

“We are coordinating
closely with other develop-
ment partners o support the
government’s recovery and
reconstruction priorities.”

The project supports the
government's resilient reha-
biliation, reconstruction, and
recovery strategy (4RF) and
will follow an integrated and
sequential approach so that
investments across sectors
complement each other A
$500,000 technical assistance
grant will further support the
BOVEIMIMENT's operational ca-
pabilities in procurement,
safeguard compliance, and
technical and financial man-
agement —RT/Agency

Government Still
Open For Talks: Tarar
Accuses JI Of Sit-In

Venue Violation

ISLAMABAD:  Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting, Attaullah
Tarar accused Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (1) of breaching the
agreement with the govern-
ment about concluding their
protest against inflation
with a rally at Liaquat Bagh.
However, the government
remains open to dialogue,
he added

"When it was agreed to
hold the rally at Liaquat
Bagh, the march towards Is-
lamabad is incomprehensi-
ble,” he said while addre:
ing a press conference
alongside Amir Mugam in
Islamabad on Friday.

Tarar emphasised that
the government is still will-
ing to engage in talks with
Jamaat-e-Islami.

Reacting  to  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur
speech at the Bannu rally,
Tarar remarked, "We under-
stand his constraints. He re-
assures in the Apex Com-
mittee, but speaks
diffe g in public. After
the decision to bring back
TTP terrorists, terrorism has
imereased.”

Tarar criticised the CM
Gandapur further, saying,
"What should have been

n

done is to oulllne your ac-
tions against terrorism.

- They have made an agree-

ment with a fake artificial
intelligence institution, un-
certified by any organisa-
tion, which will not benefit
the youth.”

Meanwhile, the Islam-
abad police have arrested
numerous participants of the
Jamaat-e-Islami sit-in at the
federal capital’s D-Chowk,
with ongoing efforts to de-
tain maore.

The arrested individuals
have been transported in
prisoner vans, and the routes
leading to D-Chowk have
been blocked with contain-
ers by the police and admin-
istration. Containers  have
also been placed at the city’s
entry points, and major
roads and intersections are

ng one lane of
has resulted in

Law Minister
Tarar Rules Out
Early Elections

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Law, Azam Nazeer
Tarar, has categorically re-
jected any possibility of early
elections, stating that such a
notion is merely a wish of the
apposition leader.

In his statement, Azam
MNazezer Tarar emphasized
that the elections will be con-
ducted as per the scheduled
timeline, asserting the gov-

ignated five-year term. His
statement comes in the wake
of angoing discussions and
conjectures about the politi-
cal climate and the potential
for early elections
Furthermore, Tarar redi-
rected questions about alle-
gations of spreading animos-
ity between the Pakistan

Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) and Pakistan
to Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) to-

emment’s ¢
constitutional mandates
Tarar highlighted that the
constitution clearly stipulates
a five-year term for the as-
semblies, thereby negating
any speculations or rumors
about early elections. He re-
assured that the current situa-
tion does not necessitate pre-
marure elections, affirming
thar everything is functioning
smaothly within the political
framework. Addressing the
stability of the govemnmental
aperations, Tarar expressed
confidence thar, with God's
will, the assemblies will suc-
cessfully complete their des-

wards Omar Ayub, implying
that any clarifications on
such matters should be
sought from him, This defini-
tive stance by the Federal
Minister for Law aims to put
to rest any uncertainties re-
parding the election sched-
ule, ensuring that the focus
remains on govemance and
constitutional adherence. The
reassurance is intended 1o
foster political stability and
continuity, reinforcing the
government’s resolve 1o
maintain the constitutional
integrity of the assembly's
tenure —RT/ Agency

Ahsan Igbal: Al
Policy Set For

Cabinet Approval
Next Month

ISLAMABAD- Minister for
Planning, Development, and
Special Initiatives Professor
Ahsan Igbal announced on
Friday that the final draft of
Pakistan's Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al) policy will be
presented to the Federal Cab-
inet for approval in August
Addressing a meeting of
the Special Task Force on Ar-
tificial Intelligence, Igbal
urged relevant parties to ex-
pedite consultations with
stakeholders. He emphasised
Al's current role in global ad-
vancement, stating, “Artifi-
cial intelligence is not the fu-
ture but the present reality in
the world."Igbal highlighted
thL PML-N gu\.unmtnrb

o
have been placed under the
Zero Point Bridge too, leav-
ing only two lanes open for
traffic.

A heavy police presence
is deployed at Faizabad,
equipped with water can-
nons and tear gas. Opera-
tional police units have been
issued 10,000 tear gas shells
from palice lines to manage
the protesters. Heads of three
government hospitals have
been instructed to keep their
emergency departments on
high alert until Monday to
handle any potential emer-
sencies arising from the sit-
uation.—RT/ Agency

in Al noting
thu establishment of the Na-
tional Center for Artificial In-
telligence in 2017 and the
National Task Force on Arti-
ficial Intelligence in 2023,
He stressed that these initia-
tives were crucial for Pak-
istan’s progress in this field
Reflecting on past chal-
lenges, Igbal criticised previ-
ous inconsistencies in policy
that hindered economic de-
velopment. He also high-
lighted ongoing obstacles to
oonomic progress, attribut-
ing these to disruptive ele-
ments within the country.
During Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf's recent visit

to China, a commitment was
made to provide IT training
to 200,000 Pakistani youths.
This initiative aims to ad-
dress modern technological
challenges Igbal stressed the
importance of catching up
with global advancements in
Al and mentioned that some
countries have been restric-
tive regarding Pakistani stu-
dents” access to technology
education. Despite this, he
affirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment 1o acq g modemn
technology. He called for the
sharing of task force recom-
mendations with provincial
authorities and announced a
forthcoming National Con-
ference on Artificial Intelli-
gence

Igbal expressed confi-
dence that Al would revolu-
tionise key sectors including
health, education, finance,
and agriculture. He chal-
lenged the notion that Pak-
istani youth could not create
suceessful technology plat-
forms comparable to global
giants like Facebook and
Twitter —RT/Agency

Gandapur Pledges K-P
Autonomy, Rejects Military
Operatlons

PESHAWAR. Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
criticised the decisions of the
past governments, asserting
that his administration will
make its own decisions and
will not allow any operations
in the province

Addressing a peace pro-
cession in Bannu on Friday,
Gandapur highlighted the
historical significance of the
Pashtun people in the
province, emphasising their
crucial role in Pakistan's in-
dependence. He stated, "We
have shed bloed and made
sacrifices. We have suffered
due to flawed policies influ-
enced by America's wrong
strategies.”

Gandapur firmly declared
that as the Chief Minister, he
would not permit any opera-
tions in the provinee. He re-
marked, "Dollars have been
taken in our name, but sacri-
fice is in our blood, and we
will continue to sacrifice for
this country."

He paid tribute to the
people of Bannu for their
sacrifices and commended
the administration for its ef-
will make our
ions. I salute the
sacrifices of the people of
Bannu, and the administra-

tion has playved a significant
role. We have followed your
wishes i the Apex Commit-

I}
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CM also addressed mis-
information prevalent in so-
ciety, stating, "Some ele-
ments distort facts. The
children of madrassas are
dear to us. Madrassas' chil-
dren have a share in the
budget, and we will provide
all facilities, including edu-
cation, to the children of
mosques.”

During his speech, he
emphasised the importance
Uf:sc\f-improu:mcnl. Wal-
ing that those who do not re-
form will face the conse-
quences. He reassure
armed groups are visible to

b o}
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me. My people are my re-
spon v, and no one will
unjustly target them."

He further urged, "Iden-
tify and fight against corrup-
tion and drugs and I will
stand with you."

Gandapur  underscored
the importance of national
duty, adding. ‘e may dis-
agree ini wally, but no
one will be allowed to insult
or hurt the martyrs. The mar-
tyrs of the Pakistan r\rrm
and police are our martyrs."

He concluded by saying,
"There will be development
work in the provinee without
any publicity. 1 promise to
build the Bannu ground for
you and ensure we get our
rightful share" —RT/Agency

Finance Minister Briefs
China On Bold Reforms
And IMF Plans

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Rev-
enue, Senator Muhammad
Auranyeb during a meeting
ranking officials
ﬁom lhe( hinese institutions
on Friday, briefed them about
the government’s reform
agenda and engagement with
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF)

According to press re-
lease issued by finance min-
istry here, the finance minis-
ter and Minister for Power,
Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan
Leghari held meetings with
Governor of People’s Bank
of China (PBoC), Pan Gong-
sheng and Vice Administra-
tor National Energy Admin-

istration  (NEA),  Hen
Jingong.
Ambassador Khalil

Hashmi and officials of the
Embassy accompanied the
Ministers, according to the
press release.

The discussions focused
on the significant strides
made by Pakistan in improv-
ing its macroeconomic indi-
cators by focused reforms in
taxation, energy and privari-
zation of the state-owned en-
terprises

The reforms has already
started showing their results,
particularly, reducing infla-
tion from 38% 0 13% marks
a substantial achievement for
the economy.

Additionally, the stabi-
lization of the exchange rate
and the bolstering of foreign
exchange reserves were high-

| lighted as key factors con-

tributing to the economic up-

|| tum

There was consensus was
that such reforms are indis-
pensable for achieving long-

stability and fostering
sustainable SConomic
growth

The Governor’s recogni-
tion of Pakistan's policy
measures reflects a broader
international perspective on
the impartance of economic
resilience and the positive
impact of prudent fiscal man-

agement, the starement
added.
Underlining Pakistan’s

plan w0 launch Panda Bonds,
Minister for Finance briefed
PBoC and other Financial In-
stitutions about the steps
taken so far and sought coop-
eration of the Chinese institu-
tional investors in the capiral
market and seek benefit from
the pro-business policies of
the new Government

Lauding President Xi Jin-
ping's Belt and Road Initia-
tive (BRI) both the Ministers
noted the achievements dur-
ing the first phase of the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPECY), a flagship
project of BRI, for strength-
ening the infrastructure in en-
ergy, transport sectors along
with others.

It was highlighted that
during the next phase of
CPEC, focus is on strength-
ening B2B cooperation, with

private sector playing the
central role in the develop-
ment and economic growth

Meanwhile, in a meeting
with Vice Administrator
NEA, Minister for Power ex-
pressed government's con-
viction to introduce energy
reforms aimed ar enhanci
efficiency of power sector
addre&‘qmg systemic issues
and curting transmission
losses. He applemaled NEA
ing the MoU on im-
provi overnance of the
Power Sector and expressed
resolve 1o fast-track imple-
mentation of the agreement

The Ministers also mer
Execurive Vice President of
China Development Bank
(CDB), President of National
Association of Financial
Marker Instinrtional Investors
(NAFMII), Chairperson of
Silk Road Fund (SRF),
Chairman of China Interna-
tional Capital Corporation
(CICC).On the instructions
of the Prime Minister, the
two Ministers paid an official
visit to Beijing from 24-26
July 2024 as part of the gov-
emment’s efforts to imple-
ment consensus Teached at
the leadership level during
the former's recent visit to
China —RT/Agency

Britain Drops ICC
Challenge Against
Netanyahu And Gallant

LONDON: Britain said on
Friday it would not proceed
with efforts to question
whether the International
Criminal Court {ICC) has ju-
risdiction to issue arrest war-
rants for Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant.
In May. the ICC’s prose-
cutor said he had requested
arrest warrants  for Ne-
tanyahu, Gallant and three
Hamas leaders over alleged
WHT CTimes.

Court documents made
public in June showed
Britam, an ICC member
state, had filed a request
with the court to provide
written observations on
whether “the court can exer-
cise jurisdiction over lsraeli
nationals, in circumstances

where Palestine cannot exer-
cise criminal jurisdiction
over Israeli nationals (uder)
the Oslo Accords™

Since then, Britain has
elected a new government
run by the Labour Party, and
Prime  Minister  Kair
Starmer’s spokesperson said
the previous government
had not submitted its pro-

posal before the July 4 elec-
tion.
“On the ICC submis-
sion._. | can confirm the
government will not be pur-
suing (the proposal) in line
with our long-standing posi-
tion that this is a matter for
the court to decide on.” the
spokesperson  told  re-
porters —RT/Agency
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