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May 9 Cases: LHC Renders
Imran's Physical Remand
Verdict 'Null And V01d

LAHORE: The Lahore High

Court {LHC) on Thursday i

declared a verdict, allowing
the physical remand of Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTT)
founder Imran Khan in May
9 cases, "null and void”.

A two-member bench
comprising Justice Tariq
Saleem Sheikh and Justice
Anwar-ul-Hag Pannu re-
served the verdict on the pe-
fitions Lhaﬂmgmg the for-
mer  prime  minister's
physical remand.

The high court also de-
clared the notification of the
PTI founder's appearance
via the video link null and
void.

During the hearing today,
Tustice Saleem said that the
suspect cannot be foreed to
undergo  photogrammetry
test.

Meanwhile, Pannu ques-
tioned the prosecutor when
did he get the idea that we
should move towards the
modern devices now.

Prosecutor General Pun-
Jab Farhad Ali Shah told the
court that the facility to con-

duct the photogrammetry
test is inside the jail and it
would be an injustice to not

give prosecution a "full
chance".

"At the end. the prosecu-
tion is blamed that it failed."
Shah added.

The prosecutor told the
court  the investigation
would be impossible without
the recovery of mobile
phone through which the
tw were posted and
WhatsApp messages were
sent. At this, the Justice
Pannu asked how will the
mobile be recovered when
the suspect is in jail

The PTI founder filed pe-
titions against the anti-ter-
rorism court's (ATC) verdict,
saying that it did not assess
the records properly when
wranting police Khan's phys-
ical remand An ATC in La-
hore last week had approved
a 10-day physical remand of
the PTI founder in 12 cases
related to the May 9 riots.
He was remanded in five
cases of Sarwar Road police
station, three cases of Gul-
berg police station and one
case each of Race Course,
Shadman, Mughalpura and
Model Town police sta-
tions —RT/Agency

Pakistan Commends China
For Facilitating Palestinian
'Declaration Of Unity

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign
Office on Thursday wel-
d the “Declaration of
;" signed by Palestinian
political factions in Beijing,
recognising and commending
China’s role in facilitating
zotiations
among the Pales-
tinian people is of paramount
significance given the ongo-
ing war crimes against the
Palestinian people, particu-
larly in Gaza, and the blatant
disregard for international
law by the Israeli occupation
forces,” Foreign Office
spakesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch stated during her
weekly press briefing

She urged the interna-
tional community 10 inter-
vene immediately to halt the
ongoing illegal and relentless
aggression in Gaza. Baloch
reiterated Pakistan's support
for the Palestinian people's
inalienable right to self-deter-
mination, their right of retum
o Palestine, and the estab-
lishment of an independent
Palestinian state with Al-
Quds Al-Sharif as its capital

Addressing the perindic
report of the Human Rights
Committee in Geneva on
India, FO spokesperson
noted that important ques-
tions were raised regarding
arrests under draconian laws
like the Public Safety Act and
Public Security Act, as well
as the frequent suspension of
mobile internet services in
Indian Mllegally Occupied
Jammu  and  Kashmir

(ITOJK).“This demonsirates
continuing concerns of the
international human rights
machinery about the dismal
human rights situation in
MOJK. We call on the inter-
national community to take
note of these human rights
abuses by India in MOJK and
to bring an end to the sup-
pression of the Kashmiri peo-
ple.” she said, reiterating
Pakistan's continued politi-
cal. diplomatic, and moral
support for the Kashmiri peo-
ple.Baloch announced that
Foreign Secretary Muham-
mad Syrus Sajjad Qazi will
lead the Pakistani delegation
at the 315t ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF) Ministerial
Meeting in Laos on Sarurday
where he will participate in
discussions on political and
security issues, share Pak-
istan's perspective, and hold
bilateral meetings with par-
ticipating  dignitaries The
spokesperson also briefed the
media on the visit of the
Deputy Chairman of the Cab-
inet of Ministers and Foreign
Minister of Turkmenistan,
Rashid Meredov, that con-
cluded on Thursday He held
extensive talks with Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari, PM
Shehbaz, Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar. He co-chaired the
third round of the Pakistan-
Turkmenistan Bilateral Polit-
ical Consultations. The dis-
cussions  focused  on
intensifying efforts in politi-
cal, economic, and defense

cooperation, fostering parlia-
mentary, cultural, and educa-
tional  exchanges, and
strengthening collaboration
in multilateral forums

Baloch  apprised  the
media of a two-day Regional
Conference on Export Con-
trol Programme for Dual-Use
Goods in Central  Asia,
hosted by Pakistan on July
24-25 The conference will be
attended by senior officials
and experts from varipus
countries and international
arganisations to discuss na-
tional approaches to straregic
trade controls and promote
intemational cooperation in
line with UN Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1540 Regard-
ing the atack on Pakistan's
consulate  in  Frankfurt,
Baloch said the matter had
been taken up with the Ger-
man government.On reports
of the US Administration
seeking a budger of $101
million for Pakistan, she
called it an internal debate of
the US Congress, tradition-
ally meant for civil society
and  strategic  priority
areas She also noted Pak-
istan's response to a discus-
sion at a “private event” in the
Houses of Lords, emphasising
that legislative bodies should
promote positive dynamics in
bilateral relations The
spokesperson also stated that
Pakistan has already sent hu-
manitarian aid to the people
of Palestine and is working to
send more in the coming
days —RT/Agency

Sheikh Rashid Warns Political
Landscape Of Country Is

Heading Towards Destruction
e

RAWALPINDI Awami
Muslim League chairman
and former federal minister
Sheikh Rashid said on
Thursday the political land-
scape of the country was
moving towards destruction.

Speaking to media after
appearing in court in a case,
he voiced concern over the
public crisis. He said in-
flated electricity bills and in-
flation had compelled the
public to take to the street
and the government was re-
sponsible for the hue and
cry.

He also highlighted the
polifical victimisation of the
PTI, stating that it was de-
nied electoral symbol. "Ef-
forts are now being made to
ban the PTL" he said

All  these injustices
wouldn’t affect the PTI but
the government would ulti-
mately pay the price, he
added

He lambasted the gov-
emment, saying their acts
would benefit PTI founder
Imran Khan. He said politics
was going towards destruc-

tion and things would be
pretty clear by Aug 31.

He once again clarified
that Lal Haveli was around
three marlas and his per-
sonal property. He said he
was being thrown away
from his home and 19
houses had been built over
there, —RT/Agency

Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) on Thursday declared
39 lawmakers — who con-
tested the February § elec-
tions as independent candi-
dates and later joined the
Sunni Itiehad Council (SIC)
— as members of the Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf {FTT) in
ling with the Supreme Court's
July 12 verdict in reserved
seals case.

The ECP wploaded the
netification on its website to
declare 39 NA lawmakers as
the former ruling party's
members who had shown
their affiliation with the PTI
in their nomination papers for
the February 8 nationwide
polls.

The decision was taken in
a key session held under the
chair of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sikan-
dar Sultan Raja today in
which they reached a conclu-
sion to upload the notifica-
tion of 3% lawmakers' affilia-
tion with the Imran-founded
party.

Asad Qaiser, Sher Afzal
Khan, Latif Khan Khosa,

ISLAMABAD: The Election |

Zartarj Gul, Shandana Gulzar
Khan, Zain Hussain Qureshi,
Malik Aamir Dogar, Al
Afzal Sahi, Ali Khan Jadoon,
and other re among the
notified PTI MNAs

The PTI MNAs who have
been notified by the ECP
today were those who had
shown their party affiliation
with the Imran-founded party
in their nomination papers
before the 2024 general elec-
tions

Having been deprived of
its t,lcmon svmbol, the PTT's

ruary 8§ el
pendents. However,
dependents were di
the party to join the Sunni Ii-

tehad Council {SIC) to be ¢
igible for the reserved seats.
After winning the most
ats in the general polls ear-
1 this year, FTI was denied
¢ by the ECP
chi decision was also
upheld by the Peshawar High
Court (PHC). citing the
party’s inability to submit list
of candidates for reserved
seats in the stipulated time
The apex court had on
July 12 ruled that PTI was
and is a political party that
won general seats in the na-
tional and provincial assem-
blies in the February 8 elec-
tions, thus, is entitled to

¢ Teserved seats

The SC full bench headed

by Ch]ef‘lustlce of Pakistan
| (CIP) Qazi

Faezlsa, by a ma-

jomty of 8, set aside theiPe-

shawar High Court's judg=
ment_of March 25 and
declared the"ECP, arder of
March 1 to be ultra vires the
Constitution, without lawful
authority and of no legal ef-
fect

Fullowing the SC direc-
tives, the electoral body held
multiple sessions to deliber-
ate on the verdict.

Regarding the independ-
ent candidates’ issue, the ECP
stated in a session last week
that 39 candidates of the em-
battled party had shown their
affiliation with the PTI in
their nomination papers.

However, 41 candidates
who had been declared inde-
DLTIL'LH[:: hadn't mentioned
PTI in their nomlnwon pa-

i

nor submitted the ticket of
any party, it added
“Therefore, the ROs al-
lowed them to contest the
election as independents
Later, these MNAs voluntar-
ily joined the Sunni Etthad

ECP Designates 39 MNAs As PTEMembers
In Compllance With SC-Oxder
TR

Council (SICPwithin three
days as required by law after
winninig,_the election.”
statement read

The party appealed the
decision of the Election
Commission and the PHC in
the Supreme Court, but it was
Tejected.

It further added that the
PTI wasncither a petitioner
in the case against the ECPin
the apex court nonthe PHC.

Ttis noteworthy t0 men-
tion here that the ruling par-
ties,  Pakistan  Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and
the Pakistan Peoples Party
{PFP), have filed a review
petition in the apex court
against the reserved seats'
verdict, which came as an un-
expected legal victory for the
main opposition party This
not only paved the way for
the PTI's retun to parlia-

the

¢ ment, which was kicked out

of the February 8 polls owing
1o the ECP's December 2023
ruling but has also increased
the pressure on the coalition
alliance by changing the
composition of the National
Assembly —RT/Agency

IMF Board Expected To
Approve $7 Billion Bailout
For Pakistan next month

ISLAMABAD: The Intema-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
Executive Board likely o ap-
prove a 57 billion bailout
package for Pakistan in Au-
pust, media reported citing
SOUrces

According 1o sources, the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Executive Board
meeting is expected o 1ake
place in August

Pakistan and the IMF had
reached a staff-level agree-
ment on July 12, The IMF
Board is expected to give
final approval to the agree-
ment within 4-6 weeks

Finance Ministry sources
said that before the board
meeting, Pakistan will ensure
external financing. The cur-
rent loan program does not
include funding for climate
change. However, funding
for climate change and natu-
ral disaster risks is expected
in November, sources said

The IMF will consider
Pakistan's proposed request
for climate financing After
the first review meeting,
there may be discussions on
climate change programs.
Sources said that Pakistan
will have o identify long-
term priority projec
to climate change. The IM

Facility (RSF) program pro-
vides cheap and long-ter
nanci

istan will have to work with
other global institutio
sources from the Ministry of
Finance said Bangladesh has
already received a $1.5 bil-
lion IMF program for climate
change

It is pertinent to mention
here that on July 13 Pakistan
and the International Mone-
tary Fund reached a three-
year, 87 billion aid package

deal —RT/Agency

Possible

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1)
founder Imran Khan has filed
a petition against his poten-
tial handowver to military cus-
tody, arguing that detainees
involved in the events of
May @ should remain under
the jurisdiction of civilian
courts, and sought an injunc-
tion to this effect

The petition was submit-

Imran Seeks Court
Intervention To Prevent

Custody

Transfer To Military

ted by Khan's lawyer, Uzair
Karamat, to the Lahore High
Court (LHC). The federal
government and the Inspec-
tor Generals (1Gs) of all four
provinces have been made
respondents in the case. Khan
stated that a false narrative
had been constructed, accus-
ing him of inciting protests at
the General Headquarters
(GHO)—RT/Agency

Imran Khan Wants Nation
To Prepare For Elections,
Says Omar Ayub

ISLAMABAD: Leader of the
Opposition in the National
Assembly  and  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader,
Omar Ayub Khan, has con-
veyed incarcerated party
founder Tmran Khan's mes-
sage that the nation should
"prepare for new elections”™

Speaking to the media
after a meeting with belea-
guered former premier lmran
Khan in Adiala Jail on Thurs-
day, Ayub conveyed lmran’s
message, saying, "The nation
should prepare for new elec-
tions because they will lead
o the country's develop-
ment."

He continued, "The cur-
rent government has failed
and has pushed the army
against PTI and the public,”
noting that Imran urged the
nation to be ready for elec-
tions

Ayub, joined by leaders
including Allama Raja Nasir
Abbas and Sahibzada Hamid

Raza Kazmi, described
today's meeting with Imran
as "positive”

He relayed Imran's mes-
sage 10 army
Asim Munir, claiming that
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and the current gov-
ernment aim to create a rift
between the Pakistan Army
and PTI

"0 of the public stands

"
behind PTL" Avub asserted.
He also pointed out the
alleged disappearance of
footage from the May 9
protests at the Corps Com-
mander’s House and GHO.
Ayub noted thar footage
from the March 14 raid at
Zaman Park and the March
18 incident at the judicial
complex is also missing,
which he explained, has
prompted Imran to seek legal
action
He stated that the Islam-
ner had can-

&

seats 10 Imran, who sug-
pested thar women who stood
firm during challenging
times should be given these
Seals.

Kanwal Shauzab will fi-
nalise the derails, he added

Criticising the DG ISPR,
Ayub stated that the press
conference held by him high-
lighted the government's fail-
re

He also called for the

Chief Election Commis-
sioner and provincial com-

3

celled PTI's rally permit, but
PTI plans to hold another
rally on August 5 led by
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur

The general secretary of
PTI said that during the
meeting with the party
supremo, PTI members pro-
posed names for reserved

10 resign, accus-
ing them of misinterpreting
the apex court's decision

At a hunger strike camp
outside the Parliament
House, Ayub emphasised that
General Asim Munir should
understand the government's
attempt to pit the army
against PTI and the peo-
ple—RT/Agency

Former Sindh Governor Mohammad
Zubair Criticizes Government's
Effort To Ban 'Popular PTI

LATARENN

KARACHI: Former Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Muhammad
Zubair has spoken against
govemment's move to ban
Pakistan ~ Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), saying that the
most popular political party.

"Moo palitical party includ-
ing PTI should be banned,”
Zubair told a private TV
channel  on Wednesday,
stressing to remove the "re-
strictions” for the country’s
development as they had hin-
dered progress.

His remarks came after
Information  Minister At-
taullah Tarar doubled down
on the government's decision
to ban the PTI, saying the
government had made up its
mind to go ahead with its
prlnuplud" decision.

je] have consulted

with the Pakistan Peoples
Party with regards to the PTI
ban and are currently in talks
with the Muttahida Qaumi

Movement-Pakistan [...] pe
ple are strongly supporting
[the idea of banning [PTI
Tarar said.

The former Sindh gover-
nor said that about 70% of
Pakistanis say that the party
should not be banned. "The
parties want to ban the ma-
Jority party,” he said,

Zubair questioned if the
use of Article 6 was limited
to the politics and politicians,
adding that Article & should
not be imposed until the
“Constitution 15 thrown into

the trash”.
He claimed that the PML-

. N used the May 9 incident

for political purposes.

PML-N  leader Mian
Javed Latif also said that no
matter if a party has 70%
support or 5%, it should not
be banned. "If a political
party was banned before then
it was wrong,” he stressed.
Latif said that Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
was wrongly arrested but the
wrong cannot be comected by
Jjustifying that —RT/Agency
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By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHORO: The Sindh
Minister for Women's De-
velopment  Department,
Shaheena Sher Ali paid a
visit to the Jamshoro Safe
House on Thursday. She
visited different sections at
the Safe House and assured
to ensure the provision of
required facilities as soon
as possible. She also ex-

Sindh Minister
Shaheena Sher Ali
visits Safe House
Jamshoro

pressed concern over the
performance of the power
companies including K-
Electric, HESCO and oth-
ers for carrying out process
of prolonged outages in a
daily basis. The Sindh Min-
ister announced to set up
women's police stations in
Jamshoro district and make
all out efforts for the devel-
opment of Safe House
Jamshoro.

Commissioner Muhammad Sajjad
Haider chairs meeting of Divisional
Enforcement Committee for
Electricity Theft Prevention

By Faroog Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: A review
meeting of the Divisional
Enforcement  Committee
for Electricity Theft Pre-
vention was held at the
committee room of the
Commissioner's  Office,
chaired by Commissioner
of Shaheed Benazirabad
Division, Syed Muhammad
Sajjad Haider. During the
meeting, Commissioner
Haider emphasized the im-
mediate registration of FIRs
against individuals who
have long been involved in
electricity theft and those
who have not paid their
electricity bills for an ex-
tended period. He also in-
structed that the collection
of electricity bills be expe-
dited. Commissioner
Haider directed the officers
of HESCO (Hyderabad

Electric Supply Company)
and SEPCO (Sukkur Elec-
tric Power Company) to
register FIRs against all de-
faulters and those involved
in electricity theft by this
evening and submit a report
to the Commissioner's Of-
fice. He also called for daily
updates to the dashboard
tracking these cases and re-
quested details of the high-
loss feeders. DIG Police
Shaheed Benazirabad. Per-
vez Ahmed Chandio, ad-
dressed the meeting, stating
that FIRs have been regis-
tered by the police follow-
ing requests from HESCO
and SEPCO 1o take action
against those involved in
electricity theft. He assured
full cooperation from the
police in this regard SE
HESCO, Farman Ali, in-
formed the meeting that
from June 1, 2024, to July
22, 2024, FIRs had been

registered against 42 indi
viduals involved in elec
ity theft in the Shaheed Be-
nazirabad Division, leading
1o the arrest of 18 individu-
als. FIRs against all other
involved individuals are ex-
pected to be filed by this
evening. He also mentioned
that efforts to recover out-

:-mmlm_g electri
ongeing. The meeting was
attended by HESCO's

Chief Operating Officer.
Zulfigar Memon, Addi-
tional Commissioner Sub-
hash Chander, Deputy
Commissioner Sanghar
Imranul Hassan Khawaja,
Deputy  Commissioner
Naushahro Feroze Arsalan

Saleem, Additional
Deputy  Commissioner
Shaheed  Benazirabad

MNawab Sameer Laghari,
DSP Police  Abdul
Hameed Jalbani and other
committee members,

TCF, Human
Rights Dept hold seminar

on human rights abuses

By Ashraf Kunbhar

MITHI: A seminar was
organized at the Benazir
Cultural Complex in
Mithi by the Thar Citi-
zens Forum, in collabo-
ration with the Human
Rights Department of
Sindh, to discuss the
economic and social vio-
lations of human rights
in Thar The seminar was
artended by Secretary of
Human Rights, Madam
l'ehseem Farima, SSP
I'harparkar Shabhir
Sethar, Assistant Com-
missioner {Retired Cap-
rain) Farid Hameed, and
various experts, At the
seminar, Sindh Univer-
sity Professor Dr. Ameer
Abro, Obhayo Junejo,
Advocate Vasand Thari,
Abdul Subhan Samejo,
Ashok Suthar, Allah
Rakha Khoso, Ashok
Majrooh, Shankar Sota-
har, Qurban Samejo, Tm-
tiaz Noor Kumbhar, Ejaz
Bajeer, GM Sonaraani
and others highlighted
that Thar is a hub of
human rights violations
They discussed issues
such as the deprivation
of basic rights related to
water, environment,
health, coal, china clay,
granite, salt mines, live-
stock, and wildlife in

in Thar

Thar. They also ex-
pressed concerns about
the rising incidents of
child malnutrition and
suicides, considering
these as violations of
human rights. They men-
tioned that suicides are
increasing daily, and in-
nocent children are
dying due 1o food short-
es

The local people are
not given their due righrs
over Thar's resources,
and they demanded pre-
vention of these viola-
tions. During the semi-
nar, Secretary of the
Human Rights Depart-
ment acknowledged
awareness of the issues
in Thar, including job al-
locations to outsiders by
companies working in
Thar, which neglects
local people and consti-
tutes a violation of
human rights. She em-
phasized that the primary
right to Thar's resources
and assets belongs to the
local people. She also
highlighted the rising in-
cidents of suicides and
interest-related exploita-
tion as significant issues,
pledging that the Human
Rights Department
would work with the
Thar Citizens Forum to
resolve these problems.

S5P Tharparkar Shabbir
Ahmed Sethar, while ad-
dressing the seminar,
stated that the increasing
suicide cases are a major
issue in Thar, now even
involving children, He
mentioned that the police
are working 10 prevent
such incidents and called
for cooperation with the
palice from the Thar Cit-
izens Forum to identify
the causes of these sui-
cides

He praised Thar as a
peaceful district with
peace-loving, educated,
and hardworking people
and acknowledged the
role of the community in
maintaining peace. As-
sistant Commissioner
Mithi, Fareed Hameed,
Deputy Commissioner
Tharparkar Abdul
Haleem Jagirani, stated
that they closely monitor
where human rights vio-
lations occur and will
Tepresent the people's is-
sues to ensure they re-
ceive their rights.

The seminar was at-
tended by hundreds of
women, youth, and rep-
Tesentatives from various
walks of life, with Dis-
trict Education Officer
Primary Tharparkar, Jan
Muhammad Bajeer, also
addressing the gathering.

LARKANA: R?siﬂenls of e'a-l hando Mirbahar village are holding a protest dérﬁonstm:
tion against the highhandedness of the Aqgil Police Station.-RT

Tando Adam girl
found in
Mirpurkhas

By Younis Chandio

MIRPURKHAS: A 14-
year-old girl named Sham-
ina D¥o Khanu Machhi, res-
ident of Tando Adam has
been found by the Mir-

purlxhaa Police while roam-
ing in the city. The girl was
shifted by Inspector
Moomal Laghari to the po-
lice station under her cus-
tody and started searching
for her family.

MPK Mayor Abdul
Rauf Ghouri visits
UC Mir Sher
Muhammad Talpur

By Younis Chandio

MIRPURKHAS: Mayor
Mirpurkhas Abdul Rauf
Ghouri paid a visit to the
UC-6 Mir Sher Muhammad
Talpur and listened to the
problems of the local peo-

ple. He assured the people
to resolve all their long-
standing issues on a priority
basis, On the occasion, for-
mer MNA Shamim Ara
Panhwar and other elected
representatives were also
present,

Friday, July 26, 2024

Pirzado.-RT

LARKANA: Women residents of Pir Haji Mahmood Shah village are holding a protest

demonstration at the Larkana Press Club against the killing of Shahid Mahmood

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: Chairman of
the Pakistan People’s Party,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's
Political Secretary and
MPA from Larkana, Jameel
Ahmed Soomro, has taken
notice of the power outages
in Larkana city. He con-
tacted the SEPCO Chief

and the Superintendent En-
gineer Circle
Larkana, urging them to
provide |mmudml\. relief to
Larkana's -

PPP MPA Jameel Ahmed
Soomro takes notice of prolonged
power outages in Larkana

Larkana, instructing him to
ensure the thorough clean-
ing of city drains due to the
upeoming monsoon rains
He l I that, in case

ducing load ahcdding and
ensuring  a  continuous
power supply. especially in
the intense heat. MPA
Jameel  Soomro  also
reached out to the Mayor of

of power shortages. the
generators at disposal sta-
tions should be operational
to continue the drainage
process and provide relief
to the city's residents.

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The Vice Chan-
cellor of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto Medical Uni-

the CEQ of Sindh Rural Sup-
port Organization (SRSO),

Man killed,

six injured

in Ghotki's Lund
community clash

By Shad Mahar

GHOTEI A clash erupted
berween two rival groups
of Lund community over
the matrimonial clash in
village Soomar Mori. In
the clash the people of
bath groups artacked each
other with the sricks and
axes which resulted in the
death of rwo men and in-
juries to five athers. The

deceased man was named
Rajib Ali, while Manzoor,
Raza Muhammad,
Makhni, Hasina and oth-
ers were amongst the in-
Jured. The dead body and
injured were rushed to a
local area hospital. The
body of the deceased was
handed over to his heirs,
while no case of the inci-
dent was lodged till the
filing of this news.

DC Jamshoro Riaz

Hussain
orders to

Wassan
continue

operations against
power theft

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: Prime Minister
of Pakistan's specific di-
rectives have led to a
stringent crackdown on
electricity theft in the
district, according to
Deputy Commissioner
Jamshoro, Riaz Hussain
Wassan. He made these
comments while presid-
ing over a meeting with
police, HESCO, revenue
officials, and other rele-
vant officers at the
Deputy Commissioner’s
office. The meeting was

(| attended by sP
Jamshoro Muhammad
Tariqg Nawaz, XEN
Munir Panhwar, SDO

Mumtaz Mumun, Assis-
tant Commissioner
Kotri Nadeem Qadir
Kokar, Khaleel Baloch,
DSP Headquarter, repre-
sentatives of the Kotri

Trade and Industries
(KATI), and other con-
cerned parties. During
the meeting, C
Jamshoro Riaz Hussain
Wassan directed the rep-
resentatives of the Kotri
Trade and Industries to
promptly settle any out-
standing  dues  with
HESCO. He emphasized
that under the special
mstructions of the Prime
Minister, the district ad-
ministration, along with
police and HESCO offi-
cials would conduct a
rigorous campaign
against electricity theft
DC Wassan also stated
that effective measures
would be taken to pre-
vent electricity theft in
industrial  areas, and
FIRs would be lodged
against those involved,
ensuring  they  are
brought 1o justice.

Dittal Kalhoro,
formally signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(Moll). The ceremony, held
in the witness of Asif Ali
Khuhro, Chief Financial Of-
ficer, SRSO and Dr. Mir Has-
san Khoso, Director ORIC &
Research, SMEBMU
Larkana, symbolizes a strate-
gic alliance 1o foster a coop-
erative relationship between
the two esteemed instifutions.
This Mol lays the founda-
tion for joint research initia-
tives, including collaborative
projects on rural develop-
ment, Women's empower-
ment, social entrepreneur-
ship, and community health
initiatives. Both SMBBMU
and SRSO will prioritize re-
search projects that address
global challenges, foster in-
novation, and align with sus-

versity (SMBBMU) Larkana, §
Prof, Dr. Nusrat Shah, and §

tainable development goal

thereby enhancing the impact i

and reach of their collabora-
tive efforts. Dittal Kalhoro
commended the Honorable
Vice Chancellor for her re-
markable achievements in
rapidly transforming the uni-
versity. During the signing
ceremony, the Vice Chancel-
lor expressed gratitude for
SRSO's collaborative ap-
proach, underscoring the
vital imponance of such al-
liances in promoting regional
growth. The CEQ of SRSO,
aJnnq with his team, engaged
in di: hmhlwhtmr\

SMBBMU & SRSO sign
an MoU

of the region. The discus-
sions underscored the shared
commitment of both institu-

ns 1o leverage their collec-
tive expertise and resources
for the betterment of rural
communities. The event was
graced by the presence of the
Registrar, Dean of Dentistry,
Dean Basic Medical Sci-
ences, Principal Chandka
Medical College Larkana,
Director ORIC & Research
and Principal BCON further
reflecting the strong support
and for this land-

the crucial role that rural de-

mark collaboration

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHARIF: Repre-
sentatives from the Norwe-
gian Red Cross' Needs As-
sessment Unit in Oslo, led
by Madam Henny Kristof-
fersen, visited the village of
Bakhtiarpur in Union Coun-
cil Arazi, Sehwan Tehsil

with the support of the Pak-
istan Red Crescent Society
(PRCS). During the v
hygiene kits were distrib-
uted among 150 pregnant
women benefiting from the
Cash for Health program, to
promote health care. Ad-
dressing on the occasion,
Dr. Iftikhar Aliyar, Country
Manager of the Norwegian
Red Cross, and Riaz Hus-

sain Bhutto, Assistant Di

rector of Coordination at the
National Headquarters of
the Pakistan Red Crescent
Society in Islamabad, stated
that they are helping im-
prove the health and well-
being of deserving commu-
nities in Sehwan Tehsil
through the Cash for Health
project. Provincial Secretary
of the Pakistan Red Cres-

Norwegian Red Cross' Needs
Assessment Unit distributes hygiene
kits amongst Sehwan women

=
cent Society Sindh, Kanwar
Waseem, Operations Man-
ager Sindh Shariq Khan,
Provincial Program Coordi-
nator Norwegian Red Cross
Hahib, Ms Samara, Coun-
try Admin and Finance Offi-
cer Engineer Salman Malik,
Norwegian Red Cross's
Tayyaba Gul, and Dr. Ra-
heela, EDO Jamshoro, were
also present at the event.

of the Sindh Rural Support

haheed Mohtarma Benazil"‘Bhutio Medical University (SMBBMU)
Larkana Vice Chancellor, Prof Dr. Nusrai Shah and Muham mad

Kalhore, CEQ
the Mol signing cer-

are

rt Or (SRSO) a
emony hetween SMBBMU and the SRSO, at the VC's Secretariat-RT




Friday, July 26, 2024

NATIONAL

Makhdoom Jameel-uz-Zaman, Qazi Shahab, Mumtaz Ali Shah condeled with former

MNAand C

airman of the Ibrat Group Kazi Asad Abid, Khurram Abbasi, Dr. Moaz-

zam Abbasi, and Kazi Mustafa Abbasi over the passing of Kazi Afzal Abid and Feroza

Sattar Abbasi

Phote by Saced Lashari

Murad Orders Immediate
Release Of Rs1bn For Needy
Minority Families

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHL: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Al
Shah has directed the Minori-
ties Affairs Department to
utilize Rs1 billion for finan-
cial assistance, medical treat-
ment, scholarships, marriage
assistance, and  natural
calamity relief for 10,004
needy minority families.
During a meeting at the
M House, attended by offi-
cials mcluding Minorities Af-
fairs MPA Mukesh Chawla
and Special Assistants Lal
Chand Ukrani and Rajveer
Singh, Shah emphasized the
mandate to safeguard and
promote minority welfare.
Shah  highlighted that
10,000 minority houscholds,
comprising Christians, Hin-
dus, and others. are econom-
ically and socially segre-
gated He directed the
department to expedite wel-
fare programs and repair de-
caying religious buildings

Shah announced
Rs366.463 million for in-
stalling CCTV cameras at
253 sensitive religious sites
and urged quick implementa-
tion. He also mentioned the
establishment of two girls’
hostels at Swami Narayan
Mandir with an allocation of
Rs20 million, later increased
to Rs600 million for comple-
fion.

The Minorities Affairs
Department's budget in-
cludes Rs580 million for
repairs, Rs150 million for

financial assistance, Rs120
million for medical treat-
ment, Rs30 million for
scholarships, Rs50 million
for marriage assistance,
Rs20 million for natural
calamity relief, and Rs30
million for Yatra. Finan-
cial aid ranges from
Rs5,000 to  Rs500.000
based on need.

Shah urged the depart-
ment to accelerate ongoing
projects, ensuring the re-
lease of additional funds
upon completion.

Taxes And Extra Charges
In Domestic Power Bills
Under Fire In SHC

KARACHIL: A citizen has
challenged the legal position
of taxes and other charges in
K-Electric's bills for domes-
tic consumers in the Sindh
High Court (SHC), media re-
ported on Thursday.

A resident of Karachi's
Gulistan-e-Jauhar has
mitted a petition in the
court. The court has served
notice to the respondents and
summoned their replies re-
garding the legality of the
charges in domestic electric-

ity bills

The Federal Ministry of
‘Water and Power, the Na-
tional Electnic Power Regula-
tory Authonty (NEPRA), and
Karachi's sole power wutility,
K-Eleciric, have been made
responde 1 the case

Tt is noteworthy that an-
other petition against the
power company is also under
hearing in the Sindh High
Court. This petition, filed by
Jamaat-e-Islami, addresses
issues of load shedding and

unannounced power oulages
during the heatwave in
Karachi. The court has
nmoned ar, ents
from lawyers based on the
comparn reply in the
next hearing and has ad-
Jjourned the case until Au-
zust 15

The petitioner  has
pleaded with the court to di-
rect K-Electric 1o ensure an
uninterrupted power supply,
especially during heatwave
conditions —RT/ Agency

-

Ports & Shipping
Stakeholders Rally Behind
New Regulatory Authority

KARACHL: Ports and ship-
ping sector stakeholders have
unanimaously supported the
establishment of an  au-
tonomous Logistics Service
Providers Regulatory Au-
thority (LSPRA). This body
will handle legal frame
sue puidelines, set
, and oversee all ac-
tivities within the sector.

During a meeting led by
Chairman Karachi Port Trust
(KPT) Syed Syedain Raza
Zaidi at the KPT Head Of-
fice, it was agreed to revisit
the LSPRA Bill, pending
since 2013, and make neces-
sary amendments before for-
warding it to the government
for approval

The meeting, attended by M

President KCCI _Iftikhar
Ahmed Sheikh, Chairman
Customs & Valuation Sub-
committee Sheikh Wagas
Anjum, and representatives
from shipping companies
agents, and freight for-
warders, highlighted the need
for a regulatory body to con-
trol unjust shipping charges
and align port operations
with intemational standards.

!
.
Iftikhar Sheikh noted con-
cems about inconsistent and
high LCL charges by Off-
dock Terminals and urged
Chairman KPT to address
this issue. He praised Prime
1 er Shehbaz Sharif,
Federal Minister for Mar-
itime Affairs Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, and Chairman KPT
for their efforts to enhance
port and shipping sector per-
formance
Sheikh also mentioned
the new Saturday opera-
tional hours for shipping
companies, made possi-
ble by Chairman Busi-
nessmen Group Zubair

Motiwala's  advocacy
This change benefits var-
ious shipping lines, in-
cluding  Maersk and
Hapag Lloyd

The KCCI, along with
KPT, is prepared to assist
in establishing the regu-
latory authority to ad-
dress tariff issues and
other challenges faced by
the sector. Despite ango-
ing calls for regulation
since 2013, the LSPRA
Bill remains pending,
though there is optimism
for its eventual approval

with the Prime Minister's |

support.—RT

delegation from Premier Crete Team visited ABAD House, Photo taken
ctor Syed Turab Shahid, CEOQ Major (R) Fazal Abbas, Di-
Ahmed Khan, Suleman Saleem, Chairman ABAD

rian Mustala Sheikhani—RT

Three Killed In
High Profile
Karachi DHA
Shootout

KARACHI: Following an
exchange of fire between
two groups in Karachi's
Defence area, a total of two
individuals lost their lives,
media reported on Thurs-
di

ay.
DIG South Asad Raza
confirmed that a total of
two individuals have been
dead while four others got
injured after an exchange of
fire between two groups in
Karachi’s Defence Nishat
Commercial area.

VLAHORE: Punjab Chief
1 Minister Maryam Nawaz has
I stressed the importance of
1 accurate data for future plan-
1 ning and ensuring that relief
| reaches the public directly at
their doorsteps.

In her address at the inau-
1 gural session of the Social
1 Economic  Registry, CM
1 Maryam praised the efforts
of Marriyum Aurangzeb and
the planning ministry. She re-
flected on her initial an-
nouncement of a relief pack-
age during Ramazan and
noted challenges faced due to
imcomplete and outdated

"We encountered issues
as the data we had was in-
sufficient,” CM Maryam
- 1 said. "The addresses we had
ing to both groups involved | were often incomplete, with
in the incident were alsoy many phone numbers being
seen at the scene. 1 obsolete or incorrect. With

“The incident is cur-

TiaeEl

Punjab’s population of 130
million, it's unclear which
figures align with the Social
Economic Registry."

She also pointed out that
updates were needed for the
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) data,
which was used for the Ra-
mazan packages alongside

CM Maryam Demands Accurate
Data For Effective

Public Relief

NADRA data. CM Maryam
admitted that the govern-
ment had made decisions
based on incomplete infor-
mation

The Chief Minister ac-

{ knowledged gaps in data re-

garding farmers with regis-
tered land for tax evasion, as
well as information about
the homeless, renters, and
those with disabilities. To
address these issues, she has
opened helplines for project

8| and scheme registrations and

established over 5,000 regis-
tration centers with trained
staff.

CM Maryam also high-
lighted efforts to introduce
4.5 million solar panels to
assist those struggling with
electricity bills, and reas-
sured that data collection is
ongoing o improve service
delivery.—RT/Agency

rently under in on,”

stated DIG South Asa !
Raza. Authorities are work-
ing to uncover the circur
stances leading to the inci-

dent.—RT/Agency

Sindh Govt Boosting
Agro-Economy With

Climate-Resilient Cl‘OpS,: By Abid Mehmood Ch

Industry, And Tourism:
‘Murad i

KARACHE  Sindh  Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah advised the 31 proba-
tioners of the 7th Civil Ser-
vice Tra Program
{CSTP) to be honest, d
cated, and hardworki

w their careers. The proba-
tioners, of Grade BS-17,
ha 5
training at the Trainin
agement & Research w
(TMR) and met with the CM
at the CM House. The dele-
cation was led by Secretary
TMR Saeed Awan, with at-
tendees including PSCM
Agha Wasif and DG TMR
Issa Memon.

Shah encouraged the of-
ficers to build an impres-
sive career through service,
honesty, and dedication.
"Your career should be full

: TOBA TEK SINGH: Syed
Shahid Hussain lilani, Advi-
p T In-Charge of the Federal
Ombudsman Secretariat for
¥ ihe Faisalabad Region, vis-
ited the Passport Office in
Toba Tek Singh on the di-
I rective of Federal Ombuds-
| man Aijaz Ahmad Cureshi
1 The visit aimed to evaluate
1 the efficiency and timeliness
of passport issuance serv-
ices
1 Jilani inspected the
1 records room and assessed
the workflow across various
1 departments of the office

F W

of public service and eam

1
1
i
! In-Charge Federal Ombudsman's Regional
1
1
1

He also engaged with citi-
zens present at the office to
address any issues they
faced and to gauge the con-
duct of the passport office
staff.

Assistant Director
Shaikh Idrees informed Ji-
lani that approximately 200
citizens v the passport

. office daily, with their appli-

cations processed promptly
Idrees highlighted that he
arrives before official hours
and remains he office
until 4 PM, ensuring that the
office is accessible for the
citizens of Toba Tek Singh
district for any passport-re-

Secretariat Syed Shahid Hussain Jilani visits
Passport Office in TTS

lated concemns.

Following the wisit, Ji-
lani commended Assistant
Director Idrees for the effi-
cient operation of the pass-
port office despite resource
limitations. He acknowl-
edged the effective handling
of public issues and the
eradication of tout mafias at
the office. Jilani noted that
concerns about staff short-
ages and equipment needs
raised by Idrees would be
communicated to higher au-
thorities. Overall, Jilani ex-
pressed satisfaction with the
facilities and services pro-
vided at the passport office

you public prayers," he em-
phasized

questions, the CM dis-
cussed how climate change |
has influenced plan
and development. He higl
lighted the introduction of 1
climate-resilient develop-1l
1ent and policies, includ- g
a massive stormwater |
drain system to combaty
urban flooding and thel TOBA TEK SINGH: Ahmed
restoration of old water- y Raza, a 25-year-old resident
ways into the LBOTD sys—l of Muhalla Muhammad Pura,
tem Street Number 3, was found
Shah mentioned ongo- & dead under mysterious cir-
ing efforts to improve the * cumstances after being shot.
agro-economy by immduc-l

By Abdi Mehmood Ch

The City Police and Res-
cue 1122 responded to
the scene. The rescue
team confirmed Raza's
death and transported
his body to DHQ Hospi-
tal

A forensic team from

In response to 1hmr: TOba TEk Singh man
killed under mysterious
circumstances

Faisalabad joined the
City Police in gathering
evidence from the site
The investigation is on-
going, with authorities
exploring various possi-
bilities, including mur-
der or suicide.

ing climate-resilient crops
developing tourism through 1
public-private parinerships, |
and promoting the indus-1
trial sector.—RT 1

Police Arrest Beachgoersi
Violating Section 144 At !

Karachi

KARACHI: Karachi police
have arrested several citizens
found violating Section 144
by bathing at the beaches,
media reported on Thursday

Despite the implementa-
tion of Section 144 ar
Karachi beaches, citizens
have been repeatedly found
breaking the law. In re-
sponse, the police have ar-
rested a total of 15 individu-
als and filed relevant cases
against them

"15 people were charged
for bathing at Sunehra Beach
and Paradise Point," con-

By M Siddique

Beaches VEAHAWALPUR:  lllegal
! fishing at Head Panjnad has
firmed the Commissioner of ! surged despite government
Karachi restrictions, reportedly due to
Deputy  Commissioner 1 collusion with local authori-
Keamari reported these in- D ries. Makhdoomzada Syed
cidents to the Commis- 1 Zain Haider Bukhari, along
sioner, emphasizing thatl with Syed Ghulam Mustafa
the ban was imposed tol and Malik Siddique Ahmed,
safeguard the lives of citi- § revealed these concerns to
zens. The Commissioner j journalists, accusing local
noted that the administra- § fishermen of exploiting ex-
tion has implemented  tortion practices to deplete
stringent measures ta en- fish stocks in the area
force the violation of Sec-y  The Fisheries Department
tion 144, aimed at prevent-

iz alleged to be receiving
bribes, including paper fish,
sajji fish, grill fish, and ran-
doori fish, as daily offerings
s and in the name
gher authorities. This
purported corruption has led
to inaction from senior offi-
cials, who remain passive in
the face of the illegal fishing
acrivities

Sources indicate that
this period is crucial for
fish spawning and egg-
laying, which is why
fishing ban is in place to
protect natural balance

Illegal fishing continues
: unabated at Bahawalpur's
Head Panjnad

However, the financial al-
lure appears to have com-
promised the enforcement
of these restrictions
Bukhari warned that if
this illegal activity is not
addressed promptly, it
could result in significant
povernment revenue
losses and threaten the
extinction of local fish
species. He called on the
Chief Minister of Punjab
and the Secretary of the
Fisheries Department to
urgently  address  the
issue

ing  beachgoers from
putting themselves a
risk —RT/Agency

NBP Pledges To Expand
Youth Loan Programs In
Meeting With Governor

Kundi i

KARACHI: Mr. Rehmat Ali

Hasnie, President & CEO of H

the National Bank of Pak-
istan (NBP), reaffirmed the
bank's commitment to ex-
panding loan facilities for un-
employed youth during a
meeting  with  Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa  Gowvernor
Faisal Karim Kundi at
NEP's Head Office.

The meeting, which
also included Mr. Farooq

Hasan, Executive Vice

By M Siddigue

| BAHAWALPUR: Dr. Zee-
1 shan Rauf, District Health
3 Officer of Bahawalpur, con-
ducted an unannounced in-
spection of several health fa-
1 cilities, including the Rural
¥ Health Center Chini Goth,
1 Ahmad Naich Health Center,
¥ and Tahir Wali Health Cen-
1 ter, to evaluate the quality of
1 healtheare services.
1 During his visit to the
1 Rural Health Center Chini
= =l1 Goth, Dr. Rauf examined
President and Divisional g the newly constructed out-
cad of Govermnment & door block, reviewed staff
Specialized Agencies, fo- g attendance, and assesse
cused on NBP's role ingthe medicine store and
economic development andl emergency department. He
customer service enhance- | instructed that all available
ment medications should be pro-
Governor Kundi pralscdl vided to patients
MNEP as a key national in- Dr. Rauf continued his
stitution and hmhllghtcd' inspection at Ahmad Naich
the impartance of support-  and Tahir Wali Health Cen-
ing aspiring entreprencurs b ters, where he stressed the
and improving services for limportance of maintaining
vulnerable groups.—RT  Dhigh standards of cleanli-

DHO Dr. Zeeshan Rauf
reviews health facilities in
Bahawalpur

Ut S

ness and hygiene. He
warned that any lapses in
delivering free medical
services to  the public
would be unacceptable.
Emphasizing alignment
with the Chief Minister of
Punjab and the Secretary
of Health Punjab's direc-
tives, Dr. Rauf advised that

materials used for con-
structing  public  wash-
rooms at health centers
should be reviewed daily
by the center's in-charges.
He also highlighted the im-
portance of completing
construction projects
within the specified time-
frame
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Draconian measures from our colonial past like Section 144 have no place in
a modern day democracy

the method chosen is deeply flawed. Restricting the
right to assemble and protest, especially in a demo-

REGISSNAL TIMES!

he recent imposition of Section 144 in ls-
lamabad and Punjab ahead of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal (PT1) protests is a stark re-
minder of the draconian measures inherited
from our colonial past. The British colonial adminis-
tration employed such measures to suppress dissent
and stifle the voices of those who yearned for free-
dom. Today. in an era where democracy should
flourish and the will of the people should be para-
mount, the reimplementation of these antiquated

laws is profoundly troubling.

Section 144, which bans gatherings of five or
more people, has been enforced to maintain law and
order and to prevent potential terrorist threats, as
stated by the Punjab Home Department. While the
intent to safeguard public safety is understandable,

cratic society, is counterproductive and undermines
the very principles upon which our nation was
founded.

The PTI, leading a peaceful protest for the release
of their incarcerated members and addressing issues
such as inflation and peace, is exercising a funda-
mental democratic right. The imposition of Section
144 not only curtails this right but also sets a dan-
gerous precedent. It suggests that the government is
more inclined to silence dissent than engage in

structively.

meaningful dialogue with its citizens.

In the modern era, where the genuine will of the
people should reign supreme, resorting to colonial-
era tactics is unacceptable. Democracy thrives on
the free exchange of ideas and the ability of people
to voice their concerns without fear of retribution. It
is imperative that the government reconsiders such
measures and seeks to engage with its citizens con-

The imposition of Section 144 in Islamabad and
Punjab must be condemned. It is an obsolete relic of
our unceremonious colonial past, and it has no place
in a contemporary democratic society. The govern-
ment must prioritize the democratic rights of its cit-
izens and ensure that the will of the people is re-
spected and upheld.

REGIENAL TIMES!
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Khairpur man demands

e

justice
B

By Naeem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: In the village
of Wada Samang, OQari
Muhammad Ramzan Rind,
the Imam of Jamia Masjid
Noor Mustafa and teacher at
Madrasa Ghousia Qadria
protested, stating that the
troublemaker responsible
Mugzaffar alias Athar son of
Taj Muhammad Abro, at-
tempted to file a false case
against me, Nagem Samang,
and Muhammad Haroon by
shooting himself in the leg

last night. Qari Muhammad
Ramadan Rind explained
that he was staying at the
Gambat Police Station's
mosque last night due to a
religious trip, where the offi-
cials are witnesses  He said
that some time ago, the ad-
versaries of the opposition
forcefully attacked the
madrasa late at night, ha-
rassed him with weapons,
and pressured him to leave
the mosque and madrasa.
When he refused, they
threatened to send him to jail

on charges of tractor theft
He has filed a complaint
with the B-Section police
and an FIR against the
threats. Now, to avoid the
case, the opposition has
staged another drama of self-
inflicted injury and is trying
to trap him in false cases
Qari Muhammad Ramzan
Rind expressed hope that the
SHO B-Section and SSP
Khairpur will expose this
shooting drama and provide
him with justice and protec-
tion

Hingorja shopkeeper Javed
Bhutto’s family protests for
arrest of his Kkillers

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORJA: In Hin-
gorja, family members
of Javed Bhutto, a shop-
keeper who was killed
by armed robbers during
a robbery two and a half
months ago, have ex-
pressed their frustration
over the police's failure
to arrest the culprits
The family members,
led by Manzoor Hussain
Bhutto, Pervaiz Bhutto,
Ayaz Bhutto and Wazir
Bhutto, held a protest at
Hingorja Stop and
staged a sit-in, chanting
slogans against the po-
lice. The protesters
stated that the young
shopkeeper, Javed
Bhutto, was brutally as-
saulted by armed men at

i Y
his shop before being
shot and killed. Despite
the passage of two and a
half months, the police
have not made any
progress in apprehend-
ing the culprits. They
expressed their frustra-
tion at repeatedly visit-
ing the offices of SSP
Khairpur and DIG
Sukkur without receiv-

ing any substantive re-

sponse, only empty
promises. The family.
describing themselves
as poor and helpless,
said that no one is will-
ing to help them. The
protesters have appealed
to the Inspector General
of Sindh to take notice
of the situation and en-
sure justice is served

PPP’s Hina Shah Jilani
launches tree plantation

By Naz Solan,

KUMB: PPP leader Hina
Shah Jilani, has stated that
radiation levels are increas-
ing globally and the coming
year will be particularly dan-
gerous. She urged the people
of Khairpur to plant as many
trees as possible 1o reduce
pollution and decrease radia-
tion levels. Trees are our
friends; they not only pro-

|| vide oxygen but also purify

the air we breathe. She men-
tioned that her team has
planted 14 saplings in Khair-

campaign in Khairpur

pur and expressed hope that
the area will become greener
and more vibrant in the fu-
ture. Hina Shah Jilani
phasized that every individ-
ual in Khairpur should plant
at least one sapling at their
hance the beauty
surroundings and
provide oxygen to the gen-
eral public.

District Health Officer
Dr. Zeshan Rauf conducted
an unexpected visit to the
Rural Health Center Chini
Cioth and several other health
CEenters.

By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: A
Kashmiri  woman  from
Muzaffarabad, Ms. Misbah
Rajput, traveled to Tando Al-
lahyar out of love and
reached the Tando Allahyar
Press Club along with her
partner, Mehtab Lanjwani, to
protest for protection. During
the protest, Ms. Misbah ex-
pressed her concerns, saying
that they have entered into a

Tando Allahyar
newlyweds demand
protection

love marriage and wish 1o
live their lives together
However, she is facing
threats from her family and
requests protection and jus-
tice. Mehtab Lanjwani stated
that they married of their
own free will in a court. Al-
though he is originally from
Shahdadpur, he has been re-
siding here with Misbah
since their marriage. He ap-
pealed to higher authorities
for protection and justice

By Nagem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The residents
of the village of Danwro near
Khairpur, including Muham-
mad Yousif alias Babu
Phulpoto, Faiz, Muhammad
Phulpoto, Abdul Wahid
Phulpoto, Sheral, and the in-
nocent children of the de-
ceased,  continued  their
protest on the second day.
They said that a week ago,
their young relative Liaguat
Phulpoto was brutally mur-
dered by the influential land-
lord Igbal Phulpoto, along
with his two sons Abdul Rab
Phulpoto, Shah Muhammad
Phulpoto and an unidentified
accomplice. Despite the mur-
der case being registered at
the B-Section police station,
the police have so far failed

Khairpur's Phulpoto
community demands
justice for their
killed youth

to arrest the culprits. The
protesters stated that the vic-
tim, Liaguat Phulpoto was
working as a security guard
at  Sardar Tahir Imtiaz
Phulpoto’s bungalow when
he was murdered. They men-
tioned that they had separate
meetings with SSP Khairpur
Zubair Nazir Shaikh and
SHO B-Section Sikandar
Panhwar to arrest the cul-
prits. The protesters wamed
the 1G Sindh, DIG Sukkur,
and SSP Khairpur that if the
culprits are not arrested
within two days, they will
stage a rally from UC Shah
Bhungo to the SSP office in
Khairpur, holding a sit-in
protest. The protesters stated
that the Khairpur police
would be held responsible
for any further inaction,

BADIN: Tarig Aziz Channa who is the owner of MBC & Sons Builders and Devel-

opers is briefing about the new LBOD system which will help revive old water-

ways.-RT

Leading exporter Advocate
Mian Abdul Haq Jatoi
demands halting operations
of blood sucking IPPs

By Javed Laghari

DADU:  Advocate Mian
Abdul Haq Jatoi, a leader of
the Chamber of Commerce
and Rice Exporters Associa-
tion of Dadu, said thar IPPs
(Independent Power Pro-
ducers) are playing a funda-
mental role in the destruc-
tion of the national
economy. He urged the gov-
ernment to purchase elec-
tricity from IPPs at the rates
of government  power
plants.  Speaking to the

media, Mian Abdul Hag
Jatoi stated thar efforts
should be made o balance
the agreements with IPPs,
starting with power plants
from  friendly  country
China. He further supgested
that all tvpes of 1PPs should
be halted as their construc-
tion is unnecessary for the
country and only benefits a
specific class. He warned
that if the construction of
new private sector power
plants is not stopped, the
country could face bank-

ruptey. He said that buyving
expensive electricity brings
no benefit to the government
and instead harms both the
country and its people. He
questioned under which law
such high prices per unit of
electricity are being paid and
described it as profireering
rather than business, leading
to the plundering of the
country. He urged the gov-
emment to abandon the pol-
icy of expensive electricity
to avoid damaging the pub-
lic and businesses

Growers protest against
water shortage in Lundki
Minor Canal

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR:  Growers
from numerous villages, in-
cluding those along the
Lundki Minor Canal, have
voiced their concerns about
the lack of water supply to
their  agricultural  lands.
Speaking to the media, Hafiz
Raza Muhammad Rahu, Ali
Nawaz Unar, Faiz Muham-
mad Hothipoto, and others
stated that the farmers rely-
ing on the Lundki Minor
Canal are not receiving irri-
gation water, leading to the
drying up of their crops and

resulting in financial losses
amounting to millions of ru-
pees. They further alleged
that some farmers at the be-
ginning of the Lundki Minor
Canal are colluding with of-
ficials from the Irrigation De-
partment.

These officials, in ex-
change for bribes amounting
to millions of rupees, are sell-
ing the water meant for the
farmers to the public, causing
the watercourses to dry up.
Consequently, some farmers
have resorted to breaking wa-
tercourses and stealing water
using pipes and tractors, with

the alleged cooperation of ir-
rigation department officers.
The affected farmers are de-
manding legal action against
the corrupt officers and farm-
ers involved in this water
theft, including engineers and
other staff. They are calling
on the Sindh Govenment to
remove these corrupt offi-
cials from the irrigation de-
partment and provide water
to the farmers to prevent fur-
ther economic devastation.
The farmers have warned
that if their demands are not
met, they will escalate their
protests.

Police constable killed in
Magqsoodo Rind hit and run

By Sajan Jani

SHAHDADPUR: A speeding
car hit a police constable
after he cautioned to stop it
near Magsoodo Rind police
picket and as a result he sus-

tained critical injuries. After
the incident the car driver
managed to flee from the
scene. The injured police
constable was rushed to a
local area hospital where he
succumbed to his injuries.

The body of the deceased
was laid to rest after perform-
ing his funeral prayers in vil-
lage Mabi Bux Rind. The po-
lice officials have announced
to ensure the arrest of the ac-
cused car driver very soon
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Hasan Ali reacts to
Hafeez's claims regarding
players sleeping in
dressing room

LAHORE: Pakistan's right-
arm pacer Hasan Ali re-
sponded to  Mohammad
Hafeez's claims regarding the
national players slesping in
the dressing amid the away
Test series against Australia

Hafeez, who served as

Pakistan men's cricket team
Director from November
2023 to February 2024 and
also as the interim head
coach, lambasted the national
players after Pakistan's
group-stage exit from the
T20 World Cup 2024 and
highlighted that they lack
discipline.
In a conversation with
renowned cricketing figures,
England’s Michael Vaughan
and  Australia's  Adam
Gilchrist, Hafeez claimed
that the players used to sleep
in the dressing room during
Test matches.

"You tell me, Gilly
hn:;[] if a player is
d ng in the dressing room
while we're playing Test
cricket, 4-5 players are sleep-
ing in the dressing room.
Should 1 allow that as a team
director?"  Hafeez ques-
tioned.

Vaughan wittily asked,
"Are they tired? to which

Hafeez continued with a seri-
ous tone, "I really don't
know. I went into the dress-
ing room and found 4-5 play
ers sleeping while play
Test cricket. | was like, "How
come you guys can do that?
If you do something like this,
you cannot be a part of this
team."

Meanwhile, Hasan Ali. in
an interview denied Moham-
mad Hafeez's claims before
going on to share that the
previous management had al-
lowed players, especially fast
bowlers, to take naps if
needed o recover.

"I don't know, actually,
but it should be the way
Hafeez said T don't think
anyone slept in the dressing
room after that. When
Hafeez said that I was not
part of the first game, all the
players who were not part of
the playing XI were sitting in
the dugout watching the
game. Even the management
was sitting there. But I would
say especially for the fast
bowlers. when you bowl for
one and a half days you need
to recover, and vou could
take a 20-30 minute nap, but
for those who feel like they
need,” Hasan said —Agency

Lionel Messi reacts to
Olympic Games opening
fixture chaos

tine nation, its football leg-
end Lionel Messi was also
left stunned after a bizarre se-
ries of events denied the
country's national Under-23
team a last-minute equaliser
in their opening fixture
against Morocco at the
Olympic Games.

Although the Argentina
Under-23 team entered the
tournament as one of the
favourites, they were beaten
2-1 by Morocco in thedr first
match in France on Wednes-
day

Reacting to the devastat-
ing loss, Messi, 37, posted
the word "Insdlito”, which
translates 10 "unbelievable”
in English, on his Instagram
story, AS reported

The former Barcelona
star was stunned by the chaos
in the game and with good
reason
After falling behind to
two Moroccan goals, a sec-
ond half strike from Giuliano
Simeone put Javier Mascher-
ana's side back in contention

Along with the entire Argen-

and they looked to have
clinched a draw later on

Match officials signalled
that there would be 15 min-
utes of stoppage time at the
end of the second half.

Deep into stoppage time
Cristian Medina headed
home 1o level for Argentina.

Asection of the consider-
ahle Moroccan contingent in
Saint-Etienne stormed onto
the field in protest, forcing
both sets of players back to
the locker rooms.

The game was put on
hold amid chaos while the
VAR decided whether to
award Medina's goal. Aftera
lengthy check, Medina was
adjudged to have been in an
offside position and the goal
was ruled our Incredibly, 92
minutes after the players re-
treated 1o their locker rooms,
the game was restarted in
front of empty stands

A further three minutes
was played without major in-
cident before the referee fi-
nally ended this marathon
match —Agency

Face of the Day

Name: Quddous Khan
Location: Karachi
About me: Tlove taking selfies!

Hijab-wearing French sprinter faces exclusion
from Olympics opening ceremony

PARIS: French government
and Olympics officials are
seeking a solution o allow
Muslim French sprinter
Sounkamba Sylla to wear
her hijab at the opening
ceremony while still com-
plying with the country's
secularism laws, they said
on Wednesday.

This effort comes after §

the 26-year-old member of
France's 400-metre relay
team recently took to her
Instagram to reveal that her
hijab - a head covering
wormn by many Muslim
women - would prevent her
from appearing in Friday's
blockbuster opening cere-
mony.

She wrote: "You are se-
lected for the Olympic
Games, organised in your
country, but you can't take
part in the opening cere-
mony because you wear a

scarf on your head."
Thousands of athletes,
including some who wear a
hijab, are placing an inter-
national spotlight on ten-
sions in France over na-
tional identity and
perceived discrimination
against Muslims, Reuters
reported.

France, home te Eu-
rope's largest Muslim mi-
nority, enforces laws to

n
protect the principle of sec-
ularism under which state
employees and  school
pupils are banned from
wearing religious symbols
and clothing in public insti-
tutions.

Rights groups say these
rules effectively discrimi-
nate against Muslims.
French government and
Olympics officials  said
they were willing to find a

solution for Sylla, although
it remains unclear what
that could be.

"(hur citizens expect us
to follow these principles
of secularism, but we also
need o be inventive about
solutions to make everyone
feel good," Amelia Oudea-
Castera, minister for sport
and the Olympic and Para-

Iympic Games, said on
Wednesday, adding that
Sylla "understands our

principles, our rules"
Foreign athletes are not
affected by the secularism

rules.

David Lappartient,
president of the French
Olympic Committee,

said the French Olympic
team was "taking part in
a public service mission
and in this respect it is
obliged to observe secu-
larism".—Agency

Major Australia players likely to skip
Pakistan T20Is to prepare for India Tests

LAHORE: Key Auwstralia
players may likely miss the
three-match  T201  series
against Pakistan, scheduled
later this year, in a bid to pre-
pare for the five-match Test
series against India, ESPN
Cricinfo reported Thursday.
Cricket Australia (CA) on
Thursday. announced the

schedule of domestic sum- §

mer including the Sheffield

Shield, scheduled to com- [

mence on October §

Consequently, Australia’s
all-format players will have
an ample opportunity to pre-
pare for the Test series
against India but their avail-
ability in the toumament will
be majorly affected by the
white-ball series against Pak-
istan,

tour to Australia v

bark with a three-match
QDI series.  Melbourne
Cricket Ground (MCG) will
host the series opener on
November 4 with subse-
quent matches scheduled on
November § and 10 in in

B
Adelaide and Perth. respec-
tivel
Pakistan and Australia
will then engage in a three-
match T201 series, sched-
uled to commence an No-
vember 14,
The T200 series will
conclude on November 18,

just three days prior to Aus-
tralia's first Test of the five-
match series against India

As a result, only those
Australia players, who will
not participate in the Test
series against India, will
feature in the T201 series
against Pakistan

"Availability of multi-
format players for the
Shield will likely be im-
pacted by the limited-overs
visit of Pakistan with the
0D series starting on No-
vember 4." the report read.

"The proximity of the
T201s (November 14-18)
to the start of the India se-
ries means only players not
featuring in the Test will
likely be selected." it
added —Agency

Andy Murray withdraws from Paris
Olympics singles

PARIS: Andy Murray with-
drew from the tennis singles
at the Paris Olympics on
Thursday but the two-time
eold medallist will play dou-
bles in what will be the final
event of his glittering career.

The British former world
number one, who will retire
at the end of his fifth Games,
has still not fully recovered
from back surgery last
month.

He believes the men's
doubles, where he is playing
with Dan Evans, offers his
best chance of another medal.

“I've taken the decision 10
withdraw from the singles o
concentrate on the doubles
with Dan,” said the 37-year-
old.

“Our practice has been
grear and we're playing well
together Really looking for-
ward 1o getring started and
representing GBE one more

time."

Murray won gold in sin-
gles at the London Olympics
in 2012 and in Rio four years
later, as well as silver in
mixed doubles with Laura
Robson in 2012

His withdrawal means his
final singles match was his
brief second-round appear-
ance at Queen's Club against
Jordan Thompson last month
before he was forced to pull
out because of a spinal cyst

For the unversed, Andy

Murray confirmed on Tues-

day that he would retire after
the Paris Olympics
“Competing for Great
Britain has been by far the
most memorable weeks of
my career and I'm extremely
proud 1o get to do it one final
time," the three-time Grand
Slam champion posted on so-
cial media.

Murray has been ravaged
by injuries in recent years,
slumping to 121st in the
world. He has plaved with a

metal hip since 2019 and suf-
fered ankle damage earlier
this vear.

Murray was not  fit
enough to play singles at
Wimbledon this menth due to
his back surgery but plaved
doubles with his brother
Jamie and was defeated in
the first round before an
emotional tribute arranged by
toumament chiefs

"It's hard because | would
love to keep playing, bur I
can't,” admitted Murray at
the All England Club.

"Physically it is too tough
now, all of the injuries, they
have added up and they
haven't been insignificant.”

Murray ended Britain's
T7-year wait for a men's
champion at Wimbledon
when he triumphed in
2013, defeating  rival
Novak Djokovic in the
final. —Agency

Shoalb Malik lost
'interest’ in playing
for Pakistan

LAHORE: Veteran all-
rounder Shoaib Malik on
Thursday shared that he has
lost interest in playing inter-
national cricket for Pakistan
again.

Malik, who is already re-
tired from two formats, dur-
ing an interview with a local

sports outlet. hinted that his

days in international cricket
are over

"Nao, | am happy and sat-
isfied after playing for so
many years, [ have no inter-
est in playing for Pakistan
again," Malik stated.

"1 have already an-
nounced retirement from two
formats. 1 have been pl
league cricket. and enjoving
my time, wherever I get an
UUDUI'IUI‘IIly to play. I try to
avail it."

Upon being asked about
his retirement from T20 in-
ternational cricket, the for-

mer captain stated that he
would hang his boots from
all forms of cricket alto-
sether.

"I have no interest but as
1 said in my previous inter-
views I will announce my re-
tirement from all forms of
cricket once and for all,” he
aid.

He also suggested that
Pakistan's white-ball captain,
Babar Azam, should step
down from captaincy and
focus solely on his batting.
Shoaib Malik believes that
the star batter can perform
better without the burden of
captaincy on his shoulders.
" As for his captaincy, my firm
stance is that he [Babar Azam]
should play only as a player.
That's my opinion. When he
plays as a player, he can do
wonders for the team He
should stay away from leader-
ship." he added —Agency

w

Weightlifter Nooh
Dastgrit Butt blames
authorities over Paris

Olympics absence

LAHORE Pakistan
weightlifter Nooh Dastgir
Butt lamented the lack of
support from the sports insti-
tutions of the country for his
absence from the Paris
Olympics, scheduled o run
from July 26 to August 11

Butt appeared at private i

tv and expressed his disap-
pointment over not being
able to represent Pakistan in
the biggest sporting event.
"The athlete from New
Zealand, whom I beat in the
Commonwealth Games, 15
participating in the Olympics
but T am not. All because of
the [authorities], neither T
participated in any qualifying
event nor was sent for inter-
national training,” said Butt.
"They should have sent
me for intemarional wraining
right after the Common-
wealth Games and also for
qualifying events so that |
would participate in the
Olympics and win a medal
for Pakistan,” he added.
When probed about the
difficulties in his profes-
sional caregr, Butt termed the
sports institutions as the
biggest hurdle before going
on to appeal 1o the govern-

ment for an ample platform

"The higgest difficulty for
me currently is the sports in-
stitutions of Pakistan, who
did not send me for
Olympics qualifiers. But
now, all 1 can do is appeal to
the government 10 provide
me an international platform
s0 that 1 can prepare for up-
coming evems like Com-
monwealth Games.
Games and Olympics," Bun
said

In  May this vear,
weightlifier Nooh Dastgir
Burt shared that he has been
sidelined from this year's
Asian Games and Paris
Olympics 2024 for allegedly
being part of a parallel
weightlifting interim com-
mittee. —Agency
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Khloe Kardashian clarifies
'insult' by son Tatum for

Kourtney Kardashlan

Kourtney Kardakhlan
Barker just led a
nickname that she doesn't
like.

In the latest episode of
The Kardashians, the 45-
year-old reality TV star ex-
pressed how she disliked
being called "lovey” after a
conversation she had with
her sister, Khloé Kar-
dashian, via FaceTime.

As the Lemme co-
founder tours Australia
with her husband, Travis
Barker, Khloé's child,
Tatum, talked to his aunt,
moving his face closer ta
the screen as his mom tried

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids® Corner section at regionaltimes10@gmail.com

to get her 23 th-old to
say hello.
Using the nickname, he

calls her g ther, Kris

Jcnncr‘ the little one ad-
dressed  Kourtney  as
“lovey" over which, the
aunt makes a face.

"Kourtney, that is not an
insult,” Khloé said, reas-
suring her.

In response, Kourtney
asked, "Do I look like I'm
in my 60s7"

"Obviously she's my
mom, and she's beautiful,”
in the confessional, Kourt-
ney said, adding, "And
she's 20-something years
older than me, so 1t's not
like the ultimate compli-
ment. Or it kind of is 1
guess?"

As the camera cuts back
to the scene, Khlo¢ consis-
tently urged Tatum to say,

“Hi Auntie Kourt,”™

Kim Kardashian shares reasons for dropping
mystery guy after Pete Davidson

Kim Kardashian allows
some rare ingight into her
love life and revealed why
she ended up with her ex-
boyfriend, whose name has
not yet been disclosed.

During the end of season
5 of The Kardashians, Kim
Kardashian was sharing how
her recent therapy session
made her realise how her
fight or flight response is also
impacting her love life.

Kim also talked about her

3 ‘\atwnshlp that was
mpacted by her
and said, WhE'ﬂ

trauma,

someone tells me not to do
something that | planned on,

1 physically get, like, 'You're me.

getting in my way, "and 1
will bulldoze whatever is
in my way because vou're
not going to tell me to
change my schedule’.”

She also continued to
add, "I feel like that's how
1 would get in relation-
ships.,” and that's where
the end of the relationship
started

When asked about her
ex she reacted instead of
responding to the question

i,

and further said, "Like
when [redacted] would tell
. "You work so much
why don't you just take a
week off T I'm like, 'Get
out of here!"

It is pertinent to men-
tion that this stems from
the time a group of
masked men robbed Kim
at gunpoint and stole mil-
lions worth jewellery from
her Paris hotel room in
2

Oﬁ the July 8, episode
The Kardashians, Kim
shared her therapist's ad-

vice with Khloe and
stated, "You think calm is
your superpower. 1 think
you are so desensitised to
trauma that you are liter-
ally frozen in fight-or-
flight." She concluded the
finale episode’s conversa-
tion with insight into her
regrets and said, "I think
the one thing that just got
me was just like, "You can
have better relationships
with yvour kids and your
future partner if you figure
your %% gut, so that's
why I'm doing it."
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Barrister Saif Blasts Federal
Agencies Over Bannu Propaganda

10-year-old Thul clash
victim succumbs to his

Against K- PAnd Military

PESHAWAR: Barrister Saif,
Information  Advisor for
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P),
has accused federal agencies
of engaging in propaganda
against the provincial gov-
emment and the military con-
ceming the Bannu incident,
criticizing Atta Tarar's in-
volvement as "ridiculous ”

Addressing the media
after an apex committee
meeting chaired by K-P
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur on Thursday, Saif
revealed that the meeting in-
cluded military officials and
members of the Bannu Jirga.
The discussion centered on
the province's law and order
situation.

Saif highlighted the tragic
loss of eight military person-
nel and two civilians in the
Bannu cantonment attack.
Additionally, a protest on
Tuly 19 resulted in the death
of one person due to gunfire

He noted that the previ-
ous apex committee meeting
had reached significant deci-
sions, which the government
acted upon by engaging with
the peace commitiee and pre-
senting their demands to the
Chief Minister. Saif empha-

Istahkam operation, which
requires a defined procedure
to proceed

Addressing  concerns
about confusion surrounding
the operation, Saif clarified
that it is not a new military
operation and that existing
actions will continue. He as-
serted that the police and the
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) will lead all
anti-terrorism operations.

The K-P advisor an-
nounced an allocation of 3.3
billion rupees to bolster re-
sources for the pu]l and
CTD, including increasin
security personnel and re-
cruiting 500 additional per-
sonnel for Kulachi. Addi-
tional recruits will be sourced
from relevant districts for the

sized that 16 points were dis- CTD

cussed, including the Azm-e-

Saif assured that military

1 By Khair Muhammad Golo

1 THUL: A 10-year-old boy
Asadullah  Sio

'cumbed to his injuries. The
'bedy of the deceased was
leadership would fully sup- “handed over to his heirs after
g law and ¥ completing necessary

Tmedico legal formalities
mittee's mandate would

injuries

from a local area hospital. 1t
is worth mentioning that a
large number of Buriro com-
munity people recorded a
protest demonstration after
the death of a boy. The pro-
testers demanded of the
higher authorities to take no-

- tice of the matter and ensure

arrest of the accused men,
whao have killed their boy,
otherwise they have an-
nounced to widen their
protest

tend to divisional and district 1
levels. He promised com-1
plete enforcement against I
terrorist blockades and ched
posts, with increased re- |
sources allocated to southem |
districts

Additionally, Saif slaled 1
that the police and CTD 1
would conduct operations 1
and that a judicial commis
sion would be established
investigate the Bannu inci-
dent. He explained that ar
administrative report is being illed. The incident took
compiled, and once the chief | place within the junsdiction
justice nominates a member 1of the B-Section Police Sta-
for the judicial commission, I tion. Unknown assailants at-
the administrative inguiry I tacked the victim, who was
will fall under its jurisdic- § sleeping, with axes, resulting
tion—RT/Agency his death. The victim has
g been identified as 35-year-

By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: In
Tando Allahyar, a shocking
murder occurred in the Nag-
ina Colony area, where a
oung man was reportedly

KP Apex Committee: No New

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KF) Apex
Committee has clarified that
no new operation will be
launched in the province fol-
lowing recent demands from
the Bannu Aman Jirga for
MEASUres against terrorism
and improved peacekeeping
The clanification followed
a meeting chaired by KP
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur, attended by senior
civil, police, and military of-
ficials. The meeting ad-
dressed the ongoing concems
about terrorism and the
Bannu incident, which re-
sulted in the deaths of at least
four people and injuries to
several others during a
protest against worsening
law and order
Representatives of the
Bannu Aman Jirga had previ-
ously called for the disman-
tling of armed groups, en-
hanced police powers, and
the fight for the Counter-Ter-
rorism Department (CTD) 10

conduct search operations.
They also demanded that
missing persons be presented
in court

The apex commities’s
communiqué  emphasized
that terrorism in any form is
unaccepiable and that a
crackdown will be initiated
based on directives from the
Chief Minister. Police have
been instructed 1o arrest
armed individuals not affili-
ated with the govemment and
1o lake necessary actions
against them

Addressing  concerns
about the Operation Azm-e-
Istehkam, the committes
clarified that it is not a new
military operation but rather
a comprehensive counter-ter-
rorism campaign. This clari-
fication was supported by
DG ISPR Lt Gen Ahmed
Shanif’ Chaudhry, wha stated
that the campaign is inte-
grated and multifaceted

The communiqué our-
lined that law-enforcement

|0|d Qﬂblm Mayvo. Upon re-
eiving the information, the

Tando Allahyar
man axed to death

police took the body into
custody and transferred it 1o
the Civil Hospital. The police
have initiated an investiga-
tion into the incident from
various angles. The victim's
relafives expressed their frus-
tration, stating that the Tando
Allahyar police have com-
pletely failed to provide se-
curity to the citizens of the
area. They demanded justice,
calling for the arrest and pun-
ishment of the culprits. They
also urged the SSP Tando Al-
lahvar and DIG Hyderabad
to take notice of the incident

Haji Ali Hassan Zardari
expresses grief over Ghulam
Qadir Malkani's passing

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: Sindh's Minister
for Jails, Works and Ser-
vices, and noted philan-
thropist, Haji Ali Hassan
Zardari, has expressed pro-
found sorrow over the de-
mise of Ghulam Oadir
Malkani. Malkani was a vet-
eran political figure and es-
teemed member of the Pak-
istan People's Party (PPP),
who was known for his ex-
tensive contributions to his
community and province.
Ghulam Qadir Malkani, who
began his political career in
1985, served in various sig-
nificant roles, including
Member of the Provincial
Assembly (MPA), Advisor to

the Chief Minister of Sindh
and Provincial Minister. The
passing of such a distin-
guished leader marks a sig-
nificant moment of reflection
for the people of Sindh, who

will remember Ghulam
Qadir Malkani not only for
his political acumen but also
for his unwavering commit-
ment 1o the betterment of so-
ciety

TANDO ~ MUHAMMAD
KHAN. A protest demonstra-
fion was recorded by the Jeay
Sindh Mahaz against the ar-
rest of Sikandar Mallah, open
sale of drugs and deteriorat-
ing law and order situation
on Thursday. While talking
to the media, the protest lead-

ers, who included District
President Ayoub Korejo,
Abdul Khalig Khaskheli,
Sikandar Phalkaro, Sahil
Sindhi and others said that
the worker of a nationalist
party Sikandar Mallah was
Kkilled by the armed men after
which his wife also commit-

JSM demands justice for
Sikandar Mallah

ted suicide. The concerned
authorities have still not pro-
vided justice to the bereaved
family. They also expressed
concem over the deteriorat-
ing law and ord
the province of Sindh and de-
manded protection for the
people —RT

Operations, Focus On Terrorism .
Crackdown SPSF s Dr.

agencies, including the polic '
and CTD, will handle opera- |
tions against militant offices 1
without discrimination. A ju- 1
dicial inquiry into the Bannu 1
incident will be pursued, witl

injured in

the Pakistan Army provid
ASSISIANCE in Areas inacces
ble to police.

1
The statement also called

for continuous police pa-
trolling and action against
suspected semimaries and
areas as per the jirga's de-
mands. Tt urged resident
1o avoid illegal activitie:
and violent protests, re
minding them of the sac-
rifices made by th
armed forces, police, and
citizens in the fight
against terrorism. The
statement condemned re
cent unjustified criti
cisms targeting state in
stitutions and
emphasized adherence to
the law and respect for
the sacrifices of martyrs'
families.—RT/Agency

PTI's

LAHORE: Lahore Police
have arrested Aneela lu,
known as 'Neeli Pari' a
worker of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), for allegedly
assaulting Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Culwral Wing President
Tahir Anjum

Deputy Inspector General
Operations Faisal Kamran re-
ported that police appre-
hended Jutt after a raid on a
residence in the Lohari area

The incident occurred on
Wednesday when Anjum, a
stage actor, was attacked by
Tutt while passing by a PTI
hunger strike camp outside
the Punjab Assembly The
camp was organized by PTI
supporters in solidarity with
their leaders.

Jutt reportedly attempted
to drag Anjum out of his ve-
hicle, tearing his shirt and
physically assaulting him.
According to Jutt, Anjum had
been posting derogatory
videos aimed at maligning

PTI founder Imran Khan,
whom she labeled a "terror-
st

Videos of the confronta-
tion, which circulated on so-
cial media, show Jutt hurling
abuse at Anjum as he strug-
gled to stay in his car, with
his shirt sleeve tom. Despite
interventions from police and
bystanders, Jutt continued
her assault and resisted secu-
rity personnel, only ceasing
when Anjum managed to es-
cape the scene

In a statement to journal-
ists, Anjum expressed his

'Neeli Pari' Arrested
For Attacking PML-N's
Tahir Anjum

outrage over the attack, con-
demning the PTI workers for
their aggressive behavior and
disregard for the presence of
his children in the car He de-
nied making any videos
gainst PTI's founder or en-
gaging in any actions that
would provoke such a violent
Tesponse
The altercation took
place outside the Punjab
Assembly, where PTI is
holding a hunger strike
protest demanding the re-
lease of arrested party lead-
ers.—RT/Agency

Section 144 Slams
Punjab And Islamabad To
Quell PTI Protests

ISLAMABAD: The Pun-
jab Home Department has
enforced  Section 144
across Punjab and in Is-
lamabad, prohibiting pub-
lic gatherings and rallies
for three days, according to
media reports on Thursday.
The notification, effective
from Friday, July 26 to
Sunday, July 28, aims to
maintain law and order and
mitigate potential security
threats. The administration
will oversee the strict im-
plementation of this order

throughout the province
and the capital. Section
144 restricts gatherings of
five or more people, and
violations of this order
may result in legal action.
This decision comes ahead
of a nationwide protest or-
ganized by the opposition
alliance led by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
scheduled for Friday. The
protests are calling for the
release of "innocent” pris-
oners, including PTI chair-
man Imran Khan Asad

Qaiser, former Speaker of
the National Assembly and
a member of the Tehreck-
e-Tahatfuz-e-Ayeen
(TTAP) - an opposition al-
liance led by - an-
nounced that the protests
will be "peaceful” and will
address three main de-
mands: ending soaring in-
flation, establishing peace,
and releasing PTI founder
Imran Khan and other po-
litical prisoners held in
what they claim are "fabri-
cated" cases —RT/Agency

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: In a read accident
on Jamshoro Road, former
provincial spokesperson of
the Pakistan People’s Party
and former Sindh President
f the SPSF, Dr. Mir Abdul
1 Razzaq Turab, was injured
1 when his car collided with a
ruck while traveling to
I Karachi. He was taken to
1 the Liaquat University Med-

Mir Abdul

Razzaq Turab

Jamshoro

road mishap

ical College (LUMHS) Hos-
pital for treatment, Addi-
tionally, Syed Tabrez Shah,
a former Union Council
Chairman of Sindh Univer-
sity and a social leader, was
also injured in a separate in-
cident. His car was hit by a
tractor while traveling from
Kotri to Jamshoro, and he
was also transported to the
LUMHS Hospital for med-
ical care

Diarrhea

By Khuda Bux Brohi

'HA Owver 800 patients
1are suffering from diarrhea
1 due 10 extreme heat and sub-

tandard water usage have
1 been admitted o eight hospi-

als in the district. Reponts in-

j dicate that cases of diarthea
lha\e simultaneously  ap-
eared in anplla]

1 ‘harta, Gharo, Sakro,
Baghan, Var, Jang Shahi, and

! Keti Bandar hospitals. The
dministration has larg
address the siation
flectively. Citizens and civi
ociety have expressed their

I concerns over the adminis-

outbreak

plays havoc in
Thatta district

tration’s inability to properly
treat patients and ensure the
availability of medicines and
hospital facilities. There has
also been a call for deploying
teams of health workers 10
create awareness and provide
mobile medical facilities in
areas heavily affected by hear
stroke and the usa of substan-

dard water and advise society
to take precautionary meas-
ures and are urged to higher
authorities to abide local

Iy health administration 10 en-

sure special care for those
hospitalized so they can re-
cover quickly and retumn
home

Man Caught In
Scam Marriage
To Steal Wealth

arrested in Lahore for al-
legedly marrying a wi
under false pretens
steal her wealth
According to police, the
case was brought to
by a British citizen who a
cused her husband of de-
ceitfully marrying her to
gain access to her assets,
The woman, who had come
to Pakistan in 2023 due to
her mother's health issues,
reported that the suspect
married her under false
pretenses. After returning
to the UK, she discovered
that her husband had taken
her jewelry, property, and
other valuables while re-
fusing to join her in the

=

UK.

The complainant also
learned that she was the
suspect's fifth wife, with
previous marriages pur-
portedly undertaken with
similar deceptive inten-
tions. She has alleged that
the investigating officer
handling her case is biased
and has requested interven-
tion from the Punjab In-
spector General to address
the issue. In a related and
alarming incident earlier
this year, a French national
of Pakistani or
rested in \‘[1rpur G
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
for trafficking local girls

abroad under the guise of

marriage—RT/Agency

Excessive load
shedding irks people of
Phulji Station

By Abdullah Shahani

PHULJI  STATION: 1In
down transformers, leaving
more than half of the city's
transformers out of service
in the extreme heat. They
have justified the 18 w0 20
hours of power outages by
claiming it is necessary. This
has led tw widespread
protests by the residents,
who are demanding the
restoration of electricity. The
artificial power outages in
Phulji have created a severe
hardship for the citizens
They organized a rally from

azil Rahu Chowk to the
Press Club, where they
demonstrated against
SEPCO. During the protest,
leaders including Lala Za-
heer Soomro, Nazir Ahmed
Chandio, Sikandar Ali Pan-
hwar, Syed Zahid Shah,

Mazhar Ali Jhatial. Halar
Yasin  Arain, M. Umar
Solangi and Sher Khan

Mangi criticized the situa-
tion. They stated that the ar-

Phulji, SEPCO staff has shut |

tificial power outages of 18
to 20 hours are making life
extremely difficult. Despite
the long power outages,
households are still receiving
heavy electricity  bills
amounting to thousands of
rupees. They accused LS
Ashraf Mallah of corruption,
claiming that he is using ille-
gal connections and pocket-
ing millions of rupees
monthly. To cover up this
corruption, additional units
are being added to their elec-

tricity bills. They also re-
ported that LS Mallah has
shut down transformers in
areas including Shafanabad,
Ghafari Mohalla, Kalhoro,
Arain Maohalla, and Mah-
moodabad, leading 1o wide-
spread outages. They de-
manded of the concernad
authorities to address the is-
sues of excessive billing and
artificial load shedding. They
warned that if their demands
are not met, they will esca-
late their protests.

By Irfan Ali Khushk

hospital in Sakrand, where

TANDO JAM: Renowned
religious scholar  Allama
1 Maulana Ali Haider Bhutto
1 passed away due to a heart
attack. He suffered a cardiac
arrest and was rushed to a

doctors wransferred him to the
cardiac ward Unforunarely,
the doctors confirmed his
passing. Upon hearing the
news of Allama Bhutto's sud-
den demise, a large number
of his students and admirers

Prominent religious leader
Allama Maulana Ali Haider
Bhutto passes away

pathered in his village His
funeral prayer was led by a
religious scholar and he was
laid to rest with tearful eves
in the village cemetery. A
condolence meeting was also
held in his village, Budho
Chidhar

By M Ismail Khilji

lachi, Principal of Mod-
Public School

Ejaz  Ahmed
Arisar,
Government Primary
School Pithoro, Ameer
Hassan Arisar, President
1 of Pithoro Press Club,
Ghulam Mustafa Arisar,
Qamaruddin Arisar, Naj-
muddin Abro, Nawaz Mir
Arisar, teacher Mohan Lal
and Principal of Shaheen
1 Computer Center Pithoro,
Ghulam Qadir  Arisar,
along with a large number
of students, their parents,
social leaders, and jour-
nalists. At the event,
I shields and medals were
Nawarded to the top-per-

Headmaster of

forming students, and cer-
tificates were given to
those who completed
their courses. The atten-
dees expressed their ap-
preciation for the Shaheen

i Prize distribution ceremony
held at Shaheen Computer
Center Pithoro

Computer Center, which
has been providing excel-
lent computer education
in the backward area of
Pithoro for the past five
years
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KARACHI: Office bearers of the Pakistan Tanners Associa

on are presenting a shield

to Sindh Minister for Industries and Commerce Jam Ikramullah Dharejo at his of-

fice.—|

Sindh To Roll Out 200,000
Solar Panels In August:
Nasnr Shah

KARACHI: The Sindh gov-
emment  will  distribute
200,000 solar panels in Au-
gust in collaboration with the
World Bank, media reported
on Thursday.

“We are trying to intro-
duce policies for ch\,ﬂpu
electnicity supply in Sindh,"
said Provincial Energy Min-
ister Nasir Shah.

"We are also considening
providing 300 units of free
eleciricity, which requires co-
operation from the federal
govemnment," he added

He stated that the
province has allocated funds
i its budget for 500,000
solar panels. A solar panel
can supply energy to a fan
and three bulbs," he noted.

The provincial minister
mentioned that the govern-
ment has also discussed with

banks the provision of more
solar panels. "The Sindh gov-
emment will pay the interest
on bank loans for solar pan-
els," he said.

He emphasized that it is
the vision of the People’s
Party to provide cheaper
electricity to the people.
"We will also launch pro-
wrams for solar parks and e-

KARACHL  Sindh
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, presiding over a meet-

the BRT Red Line project, di-

cate their installations within
a month to expedite the proj-
ect. He also emphasized the
need for proper traffic man-
agement to reduce public in-
convenience.

The meeting at CM
House included Senior Min-
ister Sharjeel Memon, PSCM
Agha Wasif, Commissioner
Karachi Hassan Nagvi, MD
SSWME Imtiaz Shah, Secre-
tary Transport Asad Zamin,
DIG Traffic, MC KMC Afzal
Zaidi, KE representatives,
and the BRT Red Line proj-

Chief

ing to review the progress of

rected utility agencies to relo- g

Traffic Management

ect director,

Senior Minister Sharjeel
Memon briefed the CM on
the project’s progress, noting
that Lot 1. (Malir Halt to
Mosamiat) is 9.46% com-
plete, and Lot 2 (Mosamiat to
Numasih) is 15.3% complete

Completion is expected by
March 2026 for Lot 1 and
June 2026 for Lot 2. The CM

ing up the project
to alleviate traffic issues in
the Red Line Corridor
Memon highlighted ongoing
work on mixed traffic lanes,

underpasses, and stations.

Shah emphas]zed the im-
portance  of coordination
among utility agencies and
directed KMC to work with
the Transport Department on
developing the existing Nul-
lah Crossing along the BRT
Red Line. He instructed
SSWMB to ensure regular
cleaning and waste removal
along the corridor.

The CM directed K-Elec-
tric to expedite their procure-
ment process and shift utili-
ties promptly, as 80%a of the
payment for this has already
been made. KE representa-
tives cited a lack of right of
way for shifting cables. to
which Shah directed Com-
missioner Karachi to resolve

Murad Demands Fast-Tracking
Red Line Project, Utility Shifts, And Improved

the issue

Shah also instructed the
water board to coordinate
with the transport department
on the BRT Red Line and K-
IV Augmentation works. A
temporary traffic manage-
ment plan, including the
construction of walkways
and the development of
mixed traffic carriageways,
was discussed. Shah di-
rected DIG Traffic to deploy
more officers at traffic di-
versions

The chief minister sched-
uled another meeting for
next week to review
progress, emphasizing the
need to complete the BRT
Red Line project ahead of
the targeted date.—RT

solar energy if taxes are im-
posed on it?" he questioned.

Nasir Shah said that the | §

Sindh government is work-
ing on projects for inexpen-
sive energy. "People are
shifting to solar after the in-
crease in the price of grid
electricity,” he added —RT

Karachi's Baloch Colony Flyover
Reopens After Dramatic 14-Hour
Shutdown From Overturned Oil Tanker

KARACHL: Police on Thurs-
day finally reopened the
Baloch Colony Flyover for
traffic, 14 hours afier a tanker
carrying highly flammable
Jjet fuel overtumed on the
busy thoroughfare.

At least one person was
killed when the oil tanker
overturned on a car in the

early hours of Thursday. The B

car driver, identified as Asad,
died on the spot. His vehicle
was removed by a crane after
three hours

Since the truck was carry-
ing jet fuel, it could not be re-
moved without first empry-
ing its contents, causing
hours-long traffic disruptions
on multiple roads, including
Korangi Road, Sharea Faisal,
and Shahrah-e-Quaideen.

Rescue officials reported
that the tanker overtumned
due 1o overloading and de-
tachment of its engine.
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG)  Traffic  Karachi
Ahmed Nawaz Cheema said
the tanker, carrying 60,000
liters of jet fuel, was en route

es” B
"What is the benefit of

KARACHI: Diya Acad-
emy has embarked on a
tour of Malaysia to partic-
ipate in several high-pro-
file football and futsal
tournaments. The 36-
member squad, including
both girls and boys, will
compete in Ihc U-15
Girls, U-15 Boys, and U-
13 Boys categories,

The delegation features

to the airport area. All four
compartments were full, and
600 liters of oil had spilled
on the road.

Cheema advised citizens
to stay away from the
tanker due to the high flam-
mability of jet fuel. Addi-
tional security personnel
were deployed to keep peo-
ple away, as many had
started  collecting  the
spilled fuel. The rtanker
could not be moved until it
was emptied 10 prevent the
risk of fire. The company
responsible for the tanker
was contacted 1o bring suc-

tion pumps to drain the
fuel

The Baloch Colony Fly-
over was closed, and traffic
was diverted to alternate
routes. Vehicles raveling
from  Shaheed-e-Millat
Road were diverted from
Bohri Cut towards Sharea
Faisal, traffic from Korangi
via Jam Sadiq Bridge was
redirected towards Akhtar

Colony from a U-turn, and ||

vehicles heading rowards
Korangi from the Baloch
Colony bridge were sent
towards FTC
Chowrangi —RT/Agency

Karachi Markets To Shut Down
In Massive Protest Against
Skyrocketing Electricity Bills

KARACHI: The traders
and business community
of Karachi have an-
nounced the closure of
markets to protest against
inflated electricity bills,
media reported on Thurs-

Y

Faheem Noori of the
All Sadr Alliance of Mar-
ket and Mall Association
stated that the markets will
be closed from 12 PM to 3
PM as a form of protest. If

the situation does not im-
prove, they plan to esca-
late their protests to in-

clude demonstrations
outside the markets after a
week

The decision follows
an earlier announcement
by the All Sadr Alliance
Market and Mall Associa-
tion to close Sadr markets
in response to soaring
electricity and capacity
charges.

The traders are set to
hold an emergency meet-
ing on Friday to discuss
further actions regarding
the high electricity tariffs
Noori emphasized that the
current electricity rates
make it impossible to run
a business. He urged the
government to reduce the
electricity tariff, as the
traders are under signifi-
cant financial pres-
sure. —RT/Agency

Chaudhry Muhammad Akram
Arain condemns embezzlement of
Arain Welfare Hospital’s funds

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: Chaudhry
Muhammad Akram Arain, a
founding member and promi-
nent figure of Arain Welfare
Hospital in Baldia, has ac-
cused certain individuals of
embezzling millions from the
hospital's funds. Arain al-
leged that these individuals
solicited donations from the
community under false pre-
tenses, claiming the funds
were needed to cover losses
even though the hospital s fi-
nancially stable

Arain revealed that the
hospital's bank account,
which originally held 6.5
million rupees, was subjected

. to fraudulent withdrawals.

He claimed that | million ru-
pees were withdrawn and
misrepresented as expenses,
with no actual expenditure
occurring. The remaining 5.5
million rupees were pre-

served through administra-
tive action

Additionally, Arain al-
leged that Rizwan Shahid &
Company had defrauded the
hospital of 20 to 25 ¢rore ru-
pees. He assured that he and
the other founding members
are committed to preventing
any further embezzlement.
On September 15, the Arain
Welfare Association Baldia
Town will hold elections to
appoint dedicated officials,
with  Muhammad Imran
Arain nominated for the pres-
idency. The founding mem-
bers are backing Imran
Arain, who will focus on the
hospital's further develop-
ment once elected

officials such as Founder
and  President  Sadia
Sheikh, Vice President Dr
a, Naila Sheikh, and
Manager Sheikh Ali. The
tournaments are sched-
uled to run until July 30
Sadia  Sheikh ex-
pressed confidence in the
team’s preparation, stat-
ing, "Our players have

Diya Academy Kicks Off
Malaysia Tour For Football
And Futsal Showdowns

trained rigorously for this

tournament. We believe
they will succeed with
Allah's grace. Competing
internationally allows our
plavers to learn new tech-
niques and improve their
skills,"

She also h|5hluylte<l

noting,
Academy's playvers ap-
proach both domestic and
international tournaments
wu:h ﬂeleumna:mn and a
winning spirit.”

he academy's partici-
pation aims to showcase
their talent and enhance
players' skills by expos-
ing them to diverse play-
ing styles and tech-

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI Mansoor
Ahmed Shaikh, Chairman
of Saddar Town, reaffirmed
the town administration's
dedication to public wel-
fare and employee benefits
at a recent ceremony. The
event, held to distribute ap-
pointment letters to the
families of deceased em-
ployees, showcased the ad-
ministration's ongoing ef-
forts in ensuring
comprehensive support for
its staff.

Shaikh highlighted the
administration's focus not

only on public welfare
projects but also on provid-
ing essential benefits such
as medical coverage, leave
encashment, financial aid,
and group insurance for its
employees. He, along with
Municipal Commissioner
Noor Hassan Jokhio and
Chief  Account Officer
Naeem Yousafl, praised the
employees' vital role in the
organization, describing
them as its backbone

In tribute to the de-
ceased employees, includ-
ing Muhammad Amin
Khan, Muhammad Ammar,
Muhammad Usama Sid-

Chairman Saddar Town Mansoor Ahmed
Shaikh commits to serving the masses

diqui, and Jashunat Kumar,
Shaikh commended their
dedicated service to munic-
ipal affairs. He assured that
their contributions were
highly valued and that their
legacy of service would
continue to inspire.
Addressing the new ap-
pointees, Shaikh urged
them to carry out their du-
ties with integrity and ded-
ication, maintaining the tra-
dition of fair and equitable
public service. He con-
cluded the ceremony by
presenting appointment let-
ters to the families of the
deceased employees.

KARACHI Prominent
busingssman Zulfigar
Ahmed has been reported
missing in Karachi, accord-
ing to media reports on
Thursday

Family sources state that

Paracha Textiles, Meezan
0il, and Cola Next, was last
seen being forcibly abducted

Zulfigar Ahmed, owner of

by masked armed men. The
incident ook place on Mau-
ripur Road in Keamari,
where the men reportedly
coerced Ahmed and his pant-
ner, Qaiser, into a double-
cabin vehicle at gunpoint
Eyewitnesses reported that
Qaiser was released shortly
after the abduction, but Zul-
figar Ahmed remains unac-

Prominent Businessman Zulfigar
Ahmed Goes Missing In Karachi

counted for.

The businessman’s fam-
ily has faced difficulties in
filing a First Information
Report (FIR) with the po-
lice. Although they at-
tempted to report the i
dent at the local police
station the day following the
abduction, the FIR has yet to
e registered —RT/Agency

nigues. —RT

K;\R ACHI" Sui Southern
Gas Company (S5GC) has
intensified its efforts to
combat gas theft. Over the
past week, the Customer
Relations  Department
(CRD), in conjunction
with the Security Services
and Counter Gas Theft
Operations Department
(CGTO), conducted raids
ACTOSS Sindh and
Balochistan

In Karachi, the highest
number of disconnections
was recorded, with 511 il-
legal connections re-
moved. Major cases of
theft were discovered in
Nazimabad, F.B. Area,
near the Water and Sewer-
age Board, Malir, and the

SSGC Takes Down
1,182 Illegal Gas
Connections In Sindh
And Balochistan

Garden area
In Balochistan, a total
of 638 illegal connec-
tions were disconnected,
with 497 in Quetta and
the remainder across var-
ious parts of upper and
lower Balochistan. In
Larkana and Nawabshah,
26 and 7 illegal connec-
tions were removed, re-
spectively

The teams have re-
moved all clamps and
rubber pipes used for il-
legal gas extraction and
are pursuing legal action
against those involved.
SSGC will continue to
monitor and address
areas with rising inci-
dences of gas theft —RT

jab Minister—RT

MALIR DEVELOPMENT II'I'IIIIBI'I'Y

MDA/MPD/DEH-158/2007/212

PUBLIC NOTICE

KARACHI: Senator Abdul Hlaseeb Khan is presenting
simplified translation of the Holy Quran te S.M. Tan-
veer, Patron-in-Chief of UBG and former caretaker Pun-

entertained.

LOCATION PLAN:

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF REVISED & PROPOSED LAYOUT

PLAN IN RESPECT OF LAND MEASURING 58-19
AC-GH OUT OF 98-24 AC-GH OF SURVEY NOS. 153,
154, 155, 156 AND 157 IN DEH ALLAH PHIAHI,
GADAP TOWN, KARACHI.

It is hereby informed to the General Public that the Deputy
Commissioner, District Malir, Karachi has confirmed and forwarded
the ownership title of approval of proposed revise layout plan on land
measuring 58-19 Ac-Gh out of 98-24 Ac-Gh of Survey Nos. 153, 154,
155, 156 and 157, in Deh Allah Phiahi, Gadap Town, Karachi for its
approval from planning point of view only, which was already approved
layout plan vide letter No. MDA/MPD/Deh-158/2007/570, Dated:
04-09- 2007, according to KETPR-2002 (Amended up to date) and
MDAPRT-2015 to the Director General, MDA in favour of 1) Mr. Adnan
Slo Abdul Razzaque holding CNIC No. 42101-1391295-5 Rio. House
No. R-843, Sector 11, North Karachi, & 2) Mr. Muhammad Arif Sio
Muhammad Usman holding CNIC No. 42101-5769389-9 R/o. House
No. D-10, Block 9 Gulshan-e-Igbal Karachi vide his Letter No.
DC/Malir/K/Rev.Br/310/2023 dated 24-02-2023 along with the
Mukhtiarkar, Shah Mureed, District Malir, Karachi letter No.
MUKH/S.M/Malir/K/137/2023 dated: 06-04-2023 duly endorsed by
the Assistant Commissioner, Shah Mureed, District Malir Karachi,
Letter No. AC/S.M/Malir/K/306/2023, dated: 06-04-2023 for approval
of layout plan from planning point of view for Residential Purpose.

In this regard, This Public Notice is Published in the light of Malir
Development Authority (MDA) Act 1993-94 & (Revival & Amending)
Act-2013 & KBTPR-2002 (Amended up to date) & Malir Development
Authority Town Planning Regulations-2015 of Clause No. 2-130 and
15.5-2 that any concerned person(s) / organization(s) having any
objection(s) may submit their objection(s) directly to the Director
General, MDA, Director (Estate & Enforcement) or Director, Town
Planning Department, MDA having office at G- 4/B, Block-17, Gulshan-
e-lgbal, Karachi Phone # 021-99239120, 021-99244762 respectively
within 07 working days from the date of publication of this Notice.

Upon expiry of 07 working days, no objection will be received /

SAY NO TO DR
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ECP Seeks SC Guidance Over Challenges
In Implementmg Reserved Seats Verdict

ISLAMABAD: After notify-
ing 39 out of 80 Members of
the National Assembly
(MMNAs) as Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf members, the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan

(ECP) on Thursday ap- |

proached the Supreme Court
secking legal and constitu-
tional guidance on the matter
of the remaining PTI law-
makers in the national and
provincial assemblies.

The electoral body sub-
mitted a plea to the top
court's registrar via its secre-
tary Omar Hamid Khan to
seek an elaborated version of
its July 12 order regarding
the PTlI-backed independent
candidates in which the SC
declared the former ruling
party eligible for reserved
sedls.

Following the apex
court's ruling, PTI lawmakers
in the national and provincial
assemblies had submitted
their affidavits of allegiance
to the Imran-founded party to
the ECP:

However, the ECP raised
some queries before the top
court despite receiving the
relevant party association

backed independent legisla-
tors.

In its civil miscellaneous
application related to the SC
order. the electoral body
stated that the PTI lacked an
organisational structure as
per the ECP’s record, which
"is statutory obligation of
every enlisted political party
to conduct intra-party elec-
tions in terms of Section 208
of the Election Act 2017".

It further read that the SC
order directed the PTI to con-
firm the statements of the
MNAs and Members of the
Provincial Assembly
(MPAs).

However, the ECP was
facing difficulty in imple-

at the moment has no organi-
sational structure for confir-
mation of the statements of
MNAs and MPAs, purport-
edly belong to PTI", it added.

Pointing towards ECP's
records which did not autho-
rise Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
as the party chairman, the
ECP also questioned the legal
status of the PTI's cunfrma-

its true spirit.

In a relevant development
today, the poll organising
body notified 3% out of 80
MNAs on general seats as
PTI members who had
shown their party affiliation

- 4 with the Imran-founded party

in their nomination papers
before the 2024 general elec-
tions,

However, the fate of the
remaining 41 candidates in
the NA is yet to be decided
by the ECP who had not
mentioned PTT in their nomi-
nation papers neither disclos-
ing their affiliation with the
party ner submitting the
ticket of any party.

Having been deprived of
its election symbol. the PTI's
candidates contested the Feb-
ruary 8 elections as inde-
pendems However, these in-

tion of
the lawmakers in the assem-
blies by an “unauthorised
person” on behalf of the party
in absence of the “validly
elected organisational bod-
ies"
The poll organising body

solicited the SC's guidance w
on the legal points to imple-

were directed by
th party to join the Sunni It-
tehad Coungil (SIC) to be el-
igible for the reserved seats.
After winning the most
seats in the general polls ear-
lier this year, FT1 was denied
reserved seats by the ECP
ts decision was also
upheld by the Peshawar High

party’s inability to submit list
of candidates for reserved
seats in the stipulated time.

The SC full bench headed
by Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CIP) Qazi Faez Isa, by a ma-
jority of 8, set aside the Pe-
shawar High Court's judg-
ment of March 25 and
declared the ECP order of
March 1 to be ultra vires the
Constitution, without lawful
authority and of no legal ef-
fect.

It is noteworthy to men-
tion here that the ruling par-
ties, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and
the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), filed a review petition
in the apex court against the
reserved seats’ verdict, which
came as an unexpected legal
victory for the main opposi-
tion party.

This not only paved the
way for the PTI's return to
parliament, which was
kicked out of the February 8
polls owing to the ECP's
December 2023 ruling but
has also increased the pres-
sure on the coalition al-
liance by changing the com-
position of the National

FO: No Trade-Offs On Relations
With China And The US

ISLAMABAD: In a policy
statement, the Foreign Office
on Thursday made it clear
that Pakistan would continue
to forge closer ties with
China days after a senior
Biden administration official
told the US Congress that
Washington wanted to pre-
vent Islamabad’s “further
overreliance” on Beijing.

“Pakistan has said on sev-
eral occasions that it does not
beligve in zero-sum relation-
ships. For us, relations with
the United States and rela-
tions with China are both im-
portant,” Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch told reporters in Is-
lamab;

“We do not believe in sit-
uations where relationship
with one country can be sac-
rificed on the altar of rela-
tions with another. China is
an all-weather strategic coop-
erative partner of Pakistan,
and Pakistan will continue to
strengthen this relationship
going forward,” she ex-
plained when asked to com-
ment on the recent statement
made by US Assistant Secre-
tary of State for South Asia
Donald Lu

Lu sought $101 million in

particulars from the PTI- menting the order as the "PTI ment the top court’s order in Court (PHC). citing the Assembly —RT/Agency ﬂb&lblul‘lu. on behalf of the
Bider 0 sup-
port d\,moura cv,  human

Arshad Sharif Killing: Scotland
Yard Drops Investigation Into
Nawaz And Maryam

LONDON: Scotland Yard
has decided not 1o investigate
former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif, his daughter Marvam
Nawaz Sharif and their col-
leagues afier allegations were
made against them linking
them fo the killing of journal-
15t Arshad Shanf in Kenya
and a gun attack on PTI
founder Imran Khan in
Wazirabad around two years
ago.Scotland Yard has told
media that it’s Counter Ter-
rorism Command Unit has
decided not to commence an
investigation after establish-
ing that there are no grounds
to begin a formal investiga-
tion as the complainant
Sayed Tasnim Haider didn’t
produce evidence to back up
his claims against the Sharifs
and their cc Mian

linking the Sharifs and their
collea The police took
the allegations so seriously
that Scotland Yard’s Central
West Command Unit passed
the matter to its Counter Ter-
rorism Command Unit —
5015 After an assessment
lasting nearly 18 months, the
police have told Geo News
they “will not be commenc-

Saleem Raza, Nasir Mah-
mood, Zubair Gull and
Rashid Nasrullah In Novem-
ber 2022, PML-N senior UK
activist Haider made head-
lines when he claimed he had
evidence that Sharifs, Mah-
mood, Raza, Gull and Nas-
rullah  were involved in
hatching a murder plot
against Arshad in London
thar vear on eid day, July
2022 Responding to Haider's
allegations, the Metropolitan
Police started whar it called a
“scoping exercise” 10 assess
the allegations and examine
the evidence. Haider had
made the allegations ar a
press conference in London
with his solicitor Mahtab
Anwar Aziz and both had at-
tended the police station and
media talks to stress there is
enough evidence for the case

ing an in ion here in
the UK" due 10 lack of evi-
dence. A Metropolitan Police
spokesperson told media "In
November 2022, the Met Po-
lice received repons from a
complainant, which related to
allegations of conspiracy 1o
commit murder in Pakistan,
and in Kenya."The informa-
tion was initially reviewed by
officers from the Central

%, West Command Unit, but

due to the nature of the alle-
gations, including the inter-
national aspect of them, the
matrer was passed to the
Met's Counter Terrorism
Command. Specialist detec-
tives carried out a full and
thorough review of the alle-
gations and informarion pro-
vided in order 10 determine
whether an  investigation
should be launched."The po-
lice confirmed that the “scop-

ing exercise” has been com-
pleted and “it was deter-
mined that there were nsuf-
ficient grounds upon which
1o launch am investigation
here in the UK, and therefore
no further action will be
taken. The complainant has
since been informed of this
outcome.”

The police source said
that the first complaint was
made in London on Novem-
ber 5, 2022, alleging that
Nawaz and Maryam had or-
dered an attack on Imran
from London. The complaint
was made by solicitor Aziz of
Central Chambers Law firm
at the Charing Police Station.
The police said they took no
action over this complaint as
there was no evidence pro-
duced. Former prime minis-
ter Imran was shot at and in-
Jjured on November 1 2022
when a suspect, standi
front of the container cam-
ing the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTT) chief and senior
party leaders, showered a
volley of bullets with an
aumtomatic pistol when the
party’s 'Hageeqi Azadi'
march reached
Wazirabad's Allahwala
Chowk —RT/Agency

g

PM Orders Strategy To Ensure
Equitable Job Access For Youth

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday directed
the relevant authorities to
prepare a comprehensive
strategy with respect to pro-
vision of employment oppor-
tunities to the youth of the
country on equal basis.

Calling the youth as the
assets of Pakistan, the prime
minister said the country’s
development was linked with
their welfare and progress,

Chairing a meeting re-
garding Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme at the PM
House, he said, with their im-
mense talent, the youth could
change the fate of the coun-
try if they were provided
with the required resources.

The prime minister was
of the view that provision of
employment opportunities to
the youth was the govern-
ment’s tap prionty.

He said all the training
programmes at Mational Vo-
cational and Technical Train-
ing Commission (NVTTC)
should be focused on creat-
ing job opportunities for the
students

He directed to conduct a
detailed survey of job market

and then accordingly start the

skill training programmes.
During the meeting, it

was informed that under PM

Laptop  Scheme., some
600,000 laptops had so far
been delivered to the stu-
dents

Under this scheme, the
government would provide
additional 100,000 laptops
duning current year.

The meeting was in-
formed that 64% students
who got training under the
Youth Skills Development
Programme managed to get
respectable jobs during pre-
vious three years.

It was told that the gov-
emment funded 100 startups
under its PM National Inno-

vation Award who were
being placed in designated
incubation centers across the
COuntry.

Similarly, the prime min-
ister was informed that 10 in-
ternational standard sports
academies and a biomechan-
ical laboratory would start
functioning this year under
PM Youth Sports League.

Likewise, under the
Prime Minister Green Youth
Program, 268 universities
across the country would be
targeted for training youth on
climate change prevention
and eco-innovation.“Prepara-
tion of National Youth Em-
ployment Polu,} 2024 iz in
final stages,” the meeting
was told —RT/Agency

Physmal

Court Grants
Three-Day Extension
For Raoof Hasan's

Remand

ISLAMABAD: A court in
the federal capital approved
an extension to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
spokesperson Raoof Hasan's
physical remand, handing
him over to the Federal Tn-
vestigation Agency (FIA) for
three more days.

The FIA has booked the
PTI information secretary
and several other PTI media
cell members for heading a
digital media cell and its al-
leged involvement in running
anti-Pakistan propaganda.

The police had said that
the "PTI digital media centre
had become a centre of inter-
national disinformation, from
where anti-Pakistan propa-
panda is run throughout the
world™

Hasan and others who
were arrested were produced
before the court oday after
the completion of their two-
day physical remand

During the hearing, the
petitions of twio arrested fe-
male members of the PTI
Secretariat seeking bail were

approved against surety
bonds of Rs50,000 each
FIA's prosecutor, during
the hearing today, said that
social media campaigns were
staged againsi two state insti-
lutions,

The lawyer claimed that
the two women nominated in
the FIR were employees of
the PTI's social media cell
and that granting them bail
would affect the case.

“Sections of the Peca
(Prevention of Electronic
Crimes Act) imposed on both
women are also important;
we also have evidence
apainst them," the prosecutor
said.In response, defence
cousnel Ali Bukhari said if
the federal body has evi-
dence, then it should fumish
it before the court. The FIA
prosecutor then alleged thar
the two women were em-
ployed for a "special pur-
pose”. Then, he asked the
court to extend the physi-
cal remand of the sus-
pects. 12, including
Hasan —RT/Agency

PM Reaffirms
Pakistan’s Support
For ECO To Enhance

ISLAMAB*\D Prime M
er Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday reaf-

firmed his commitment that
Pakistan would continue to
lend its full support to Eco-
nomic Cooperation Organi-
zation (ECO) in enhancing

intra-regional trade among
ECO countries as well as on
the ECO reforms agenda. He
was talking to Secretary
General of the Economic Co-
operation Organization
{ECO) Amb. Khusrav Noziri
who called on him at the PM
House He hlghllghtcd thc.

significance of “ECO
20257, signed during thc.

Intra-Regional Trade

m- 2017 ECO Sumy

abad under then Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif, as an important docu-
ment for the ECO. The outgo-
ing Secretary General ap-
prised the Prime ster
about ECO’s initiatives and
activities as well as his re-
form agenda to revitalize
ECO during his tenure. The
prime minister appreci-
ated the Secretary Gen-
eral’s efforts and contr

tions to promote ECO as a
regional platform for co-
operation and extended
best wishes for his future

endeavors.—RT/ Agency

rights and Pakistan’s efforts

fo stabilise the economy.
Commenting on  Pak-

istan’s economic relations

with China, Lu said the US
was seeking to prevent Is-
lamabad's “further overre-
liance” on Beijing.
He said Washington’s
plan to balance China's
“strong and growing influ-
ence” in Pakistan, adding that
the US would supersede Chi-
nese investments. ©
the past in terms of invest-
ment, we are the future,” he
claimed

The spokesperson said
Pakistan took note of the
congressional briefing but
added that it was an intemal
matter of the US“This is an
internal debate between the
U8 Congress and the admin-
istration. Pakistan values its
close relationship with the
United States and believes in
constructive engagement. We
would like to develop this re-
lationship on the basis of
sovereign equality, mutual
respect. and non-interference
in each other's domestic af-

Fmrs she said.
e believe that deliber-
ations of legislative bodies
should contribute to promot-
ing positive dynamics in bi-
lateral ties and should be
based on mutual respect and
understanding,” she added
“We do not comment on
the State Department's budg-
etary requests. Traditionally,
such allocations are made for
support to civil society in
arcas of strategic priorities of
the United States govern-

tact the relevant dU[thIlI\.‘b
including the government of
Balochistan, for any details
of the understandings
reached between the protest-
ers and the authorities,” she
said —RT/Agency

Imran To Campaign For
Oxford University
Chancellor From Adiala Jail

LONDON Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaafl’ (PTT)
supremo Imran Khan will
apply for the position of
chancellor at Oxford Univer-
sity despite being incarcer-
ated in corruption and other
cases relating (o incitement
of violence during May 9
protests last year

Sayed Zulfi  Bukhari
Imran's adviser on interna-
tional affairs, told media that
the seat at Oxford University
has become vacant following
the resignation of 80-year-old
Lord Patten, who stepped
down after 21 years in the
role, and Imran will be run-
for the post. Former
prime ministers Sir Tony
Blair and Boris Johnson are
also among the candidates o
become the university's
chancellor.

Khan studied Economics
and Politics ar Keble College,
Oxford in 1972, and also
captained the university's
cricket team. He debuted for
Pakistan's Test cricket team
in 1971 and served as the
chancellor of Bradford Uni-
versity from 2005 1o 2014

Bukhari cited public de-
mand for Imran's participa-
tion. "We will announce it
publicly once we get a go-
ahead from Khan and start
the signarure campaign for it
He's the most suited person
right now for this post and
we hope he will win the con-

st," Bukhari said

Oxford University de-
scribes the chancellor's role
as a ceremonial head, typi-
cally an eminent public fig-
ure elected for life, presiding
over all major ceremonies.
The election process for the
new chancellor will be con-
ducted online for the first
time, allowing the univer-
sity's 350,000-strong convo-
cation to participate. The PTI
founder is currently impris-
oned on charges of inciting
protests and violence against
the military in May of the
previous year, allegations
which he denies In a recent
interview from jail, he stated,
“I am eonfined in a Tft by 8ft
death eell, typically reserved
for terrorists. Peaple voted
for me because they are fed
up with the current system
and how Pakistan is being
run."This will be the first
time the chancellor elections
will be held online, instead of

the traditional process requ
ing graduates 1o attend in full
academic dress. The position
typically goes to university
graduates, often politicians.

Khan faces competition
from former prime ministers
Sir Tony Blair and Boris
Johnson, making the compe-
titien tough but Bukhari said
he was hopeful that the PTL
founder will win. “We await
approval from Khan and the
campaign will begin,” he
said Since Khan's imprison-
ment in August 2023, the UN
has described his detention as
having no legal basis, with
hundreds of his supporters
arrested and the government
indicating its intention to ban
PTLHis candidacy news was
shared by Bukhari and Lord
Hannan at an event this
week in the House of Lords
where nearly two dozen UK
Parliament members called
for his immediate re-
lease —RT/Agency

PM Meets KP Lawmakers,
Promises Development And
Relief Measures For Province

ISLAMABALD: Members of
the National and Provincial
Assemblies from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Thursday
called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
at the PM House.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar, Minister
for Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan Affairs Eng. Ameer
Mugam, Governor Khyber [
Pakhtunkhwa Faisal Karim
Kundi, and other high-rank-
ing officials.

In the meeting, the prime
minister assured the lawmak-
ers that the development of
Khyher Pakhtunkhwa, partic-
ularly the merged districts,
was the top priority of the
govemment.

He said the PMN-N gov-
ernment had always priori-
fized worked for the develop-
ment of the merged districts.

Assuring the provigion of
standard health and educa-
tion facilities in the merged
districts, the prime minister
said the government would

establish Danish Sthools in
the area to provide interna-
tional standard quality educa-
tion to the local students.
The prime minister also
emphasized the need to stop
electricity theft, promote
solar energy, and provide re-
lief to the poor and middle
class He said the government
was converting agricultural
tubewells to the solar energy
across the country that would
help development of the agri-
culture sector, increase the
cultivation land and save bil-
lions of dollars in term of im-
ported  fuel PM Shehbaz
Sharif said recently the gov-

unmmt had announced big
elief for poor and middle in-
come people in electricity
bills.

On the occasion he also
announced the formation of a
committee, chaired by the
Deputy PM, to find sustain-
able solutions to the prob-
lems faced by the elected
representatives of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

He said the incumbent
government had to take
tough decisions to revive the
economy and had save the
country from falling into de-
fault at the cost of their poli-
tics. —RT/Agency
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