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Imran Khan Admits To Calling
For Protest Outside GHQ
Before May 9 Arrest

RAWALPINDI:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTT)
founder Imran Khan has ad-
mitted that he gave a call for
a protest outside the army
headquarters in Rawalpindi
before his arrest, Geo News
reported Monday.

The former prime minis-
ter made the admission while
speaking to the joumnalists
during a hearing of a case in-
side Adiala prisons

“I had given a call for
holding a peaceful protest
outside the General Head-
quarters (GHQ) before my
arrest,” Imran Khan said,
adding that police and
Rangers attacked my house
in Zaman Park on 14 March.

"Later on March 18, the
law enforcers again forcibly
barged into my house." he
said, adding that on the same
day, the Judicial Complex
witnessed shelling inside and
outside its compound.

The  cricketer-turned-
politician referred to an inci-
dent last year when, ahead of
his appearance before the
court of Additional Sessions
Judge Zafar Tgbal, fierce
clashes erupted between his
supporters and security per-
sonnel Back then, he had
claimed that the government
was planning to either assas-
sinate or arrest him inside the
Tudicial Complex. Recalling
the March 18 incident, he
said he understood that he
would be arrested, adding
that he then called for a
peaceful protest in front of
the army's headquarters be-
fore his arrest

The PTI founder said his
counsels assured him that
they would be part of the in-
vestigation and surrender to
the police for arrest

Replying to a question,
the Tl-year-old former pre-
mier said martial law was
better than a technocratic
regime, adding. "An unan-
nounced martial law, how-
ever, remains in phiu. in the
country, alrea

BML a Fitch Solutions
company, in its “Pakistan
Country Risk Report™ pub-
lished on July 18, predicted
who would fill the vacuum
created by the "anticipated
ouster” of the incumbent
wovernment. “In the unlikely
event that the govemnment is
replaced, the most likely al-
temative is a technocratic ad-
ministration rather than fresh
elections,” the BMI said.On
July 15, an anti-terrorism
court (ATC) in Lahore ap-
proved a 10-day physical re-
mand of the deposed premier
in cases related to the May 9,
2023, violent protests. He al-
tended the hearing via video
link today (Monday) in ATC
judge  Arshad Nadeem's
courtroom. The PTI founder
denied the charges and told
the court that he had neither
any connection with the May
9 events nor did he order the
riots. I was attacked in
Wazirabad,” the PTI founder
said, adding, “[...] but an FIR
(first information report) was
not registered according to

my will th,spm, my [de s]
wovernment [in Punjab].™

He further alleged that
CCTYV footage disappeared
from the Islamabad High
Court (THC) premises

Referring to the raid on
his Zaman Park residence in
Lahore, the deposed PM said
he had given a call for a
peaceful protest in response
10 an “attack on my home™

The former premier, who
was ousted from power via
the opposition’s no-confi-
dence motion in April 2022,
said that he had requested the
Supreme Court 1o hold a ju-
dicial inquiry into the May 9
mayhem. He added that he
had also reminded the chief
justice to hear his petition

The ATC was heaning 12
cases related 1o the May 9
riots against the former pre-
mier which erupted follow-
ing his arrest from Islamabad
High Court (THC) premises
last year in which profesters
targeted government and mil-
itary installations.

Of the 12 cases, five cases
had been registered at Sarwar
Road Police Station, three
cases lodged at Gulberg Po-
lice Station, and one case
each at Race Course, Shad-
man, Mughalpura, and
Model Town police sta-
tions.—RT/Agency

PM Shehbaz Condemns
Israeli Attack On Khan
Youms As Inhumane

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Mon-
day vehemently condemned

the Israeli forces violent ar- |

tack on Khan Younis in
Gaza, describing it as an in-
humane act, particularly fol
lowing the evacuation of

@ prime minister, in a
statement issued by PM Of-
fice, described the aggressive
artack on the Khan Younis
area of Gaza shortly after the
instructions to the unarmed
Palestinian refugees to evac-
uate as a mockery of human-
ity according to

The prime minister stated
that it had become clear that

the Israeli forces had been
pursuing a genocidal agenda
against Palestinians, noting
that unarmed Palestinians
had been denied the opportu-
nity to evacuate The prime
minister emphasized that the

Pakistani nation stands in
solidarity with its Palestinian
brothers and sisters  He
called upon the United Na-
tions to fulfill its responsibil -
ity in addressing the issue of
Palestine —RT/Agency

THC Expresses Anger At Government

Over 'Forced Dlsappearance

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (THC) on
Monday expressed its an-
guish at the working of the
government in the missing
persons’ case observing that
“people go missing and the
state does not know anything
about them.”

Justice Arbab Muham-
mad Tahir gave these re-
marks while hearing the peti-

tion of Farhana Barlas, the [

wife of PTI's International
Media Coordinator Ahmed
Tanjua, against his disappear-
ance.

Advocate Iman Mazan
appeared before the court on
behalf of Farhana Barlas,
while Advocate General ls-
lamabad represented the
state.

The court was told that
masked men in uniform
forcibly took Ahmed Janjua
away at 4 am on July 20. Ad-
vocate Mazari told the court
some officials were in uni-
form on a query whether
those police officials were in
uniform

need be the court will also
summon th attomey general

Tahlr observed
police] also have
foatage.

The police officials in-
formed the court that an FIR
has been registered Justice
Tahir remarked that it [forced
disappearances] had been
happening in Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, now it
has started in Islamabad.
“The state knows nothing,
What the govemnmment is
doing? How much time is
needed 1o recover Ahmed

The court summoned the
Attorney General at 12 noon
and tell us what we should do
and directed the additional
attomey general to bring the
complete details of the case.

Justice Tahir wamed the
additional attorney general
that don’t tell the court that
report would be submitted.
“How much time you need to
bring him [attorney general]
in the court? Justice Tahir
questioned the advocate gen-
eral that whether the 1G po-
lice is doing his duty? Why
not issue a show cause notice
1o him? —RT/Agency

Army Urges Nation To 'Stand Up
Against Militants And Digital. Terrorists

ISLAMABAD: The military
on Monday clarified that op-
eration Azm-g-Istehkam is
not a military operation buta
counter-lerrorism campaign,
saying a strong lobby does
not want the National Action
Plan (NAP) to succeed.

“Comparing Azm-e-Is-
tehkam to past operations
like Zarb-¢-Azb and Rah-e-
Nijat is not appropriate,” DG
ISPR Licutenant General
Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry told
a news conference in
Rawalpindi.

"Our problem is that seri-
ous issues in the country are
also politicised. Azm-¢-Is-
tahkam is an example of
this." he added. "The govem-
ment has also said that Oper-
ation Azm-e-Istehkam is a
goordinated counter-terror-
ism campaign, net a military
operation," General Sharif
said responding to a question
about the proposed operation

The  chief  military
spokesperson insisted that a
narrative is being created to
make Operation Azm-e-Is-
tehkam controversial.

During a press conference
on Monday, a journalist
asked General Sharif about
comparisons being made be-
tween past operations "Rah-e-
Nijat' and ‘Zarb-e-Azb" and
Azm-e-Tstahkam, and con-
cerns raised in political cir-
cles about the possible dis-
placement of local people

The DG ISFR said the
June 22 statement by the
Apex Committee of National
Action Plan clearly stated
that the civil and military

leaders reviewed the progress
on counter terrorism efforts
and agreed that there was a
need for a comprehensive
counter-terrorism campaign
in the country.

Referring to the same
statement, he said that politi-
cal parties would be con-
sulted and legislation would
be enacted for the counter-
terrorism campaign in the
country.

However, he said that a
narrative has been created
that the operation will dis-
place people and should be
opposed.

"This is a matter of our
survival, and we tum even
serious matters into a joke
due to politics.” he lamented”™

Citing the example of
smuggling, he said that an
important goal of Operation
Azm-e-Istehkam is to break
the nexus between terrorism
and crime, He mentioned that
terrorists are operating in the
country  through  benami
properties, smuggling, and
non-custom paid vehicles

He asked, "Why is Azm-
e-Istehkam being made con-
troversial? A strong lobby

wants the oh]u,lu.\,s of the
National Action Plan and
Azm-e-Istahkam not o be
achieved "

"Why has a big mafia, a
political mafia. an illegal
mafia stood up from every-
where that we will not let this
happen? They want to make
it controversial based on
lies."

The military spokesper-
son presented slides detailing
the objectives of the National
Action Plan, the actions
taken so far, and other infor-
mation, stating, "We are con-
ducting four to five intelli-
gence-based
counter-terrarism operations
every hour.”

The DG ISPR said that
extremists involved in attacks
on law enforcement agencies
and 'digital terrorists' share
the comman goal of targeting
the military and its leader-
ship, When a journalist asked
the DG ISPR how the institu-
tion is dealing with criticism
against the army chief, the in-
stitution, and the Special In-
vestment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) General Sharif said
that 'digital terrorism' is ac-

me on social media against
the military andyiis |eader-
ship.

He stated, "Just as a fer
rcmsl tries to impose his will

weaponsysimilarly. a
dlg‘ltul terrorist tries to im-
pose his will by spreading
anxiety through mobile
phanes, computers. lies, fake
news, and propaganda.”

The spokesperson for Ihs
Pakistani military said that
there is very little informa-
tion available about any "dig-
ital terrorist, but both ex-
tremists and digital terrorists
share the common goal of
targeting the military.

"Digital terrorists are at-
tacking the military. its lead-
ership, and the relationship
between the military and lhu
public based on fake news."

He :slau:d that only laws

1shgenocide andgunaccept-
ahle!

Hesaid, "The government
and institutions were trying
tresolve this issue waith sen-
sitivity, without violence]
through, dialogue.”

However, he added that
*propaganda staned. that the
msntullun itself had arranged

it If tomorrow Jamaat-e-Ts-

lami sits opany other protest
happens, wl]i italso be
claimed that the military or-
wanised it?

"There is no accountabil-
ity for fake news in the coun-
try. The facts are in front of
vou that this is a sensitive
issue. If you solve it amica-
bly, further speculations are
made. All kinds of conspir-
acy theories circulate about
this."

\-'I\.anwhllt, he cited the

and can stop
digital terrorists. "Continu-
ously, obscene talk and fake
news are spread against the
military and other institu-
tions' leadership.”

He wamned that if digital
terrorists are not stopped,
they will get more space
"We cannot allow those ille-
eal elements who want 1o
make this country a soft
state,"Earlier, a joumnalist
asked whether the recent sit-
in by Tehreek-e-Labbaik
Pakistan (TLP) at Faizabad
has any connection with the
Pakistani military or the es-
tablishment. The  military
spokesperson responded that
the central issue is Palestine,
and the government and mil-
itary's clear stance is that this

a sit-in_in
('hamd.n a Pﬂlk]bldﬂl city bor-
dering Afghanistan, where
there was local opposition to
the requirement of passports
for cross-border movement.
He claimed that illegal trade
is promoted at the Afghan
border The sit-in - at  the
Chaman border, ongoing for
nearly ten months over the
issue of cross-border move-
ment, was called off on Sun-
day after the organisers’ de-

mands  were  accepted.
According o the govemn-
ment, movement ﬁﬂl’ll

Chaman will now be based
on ID cards and Afghan
Tazkira, and those without a
Pakistani 1D card will be able
to travel on an 1D card
token. —RT/Agency

ISPR: Three Terrorists
Killed During Infiltration
Attempt At Pak-Afghan
Border In KP’s Dir

US Secret Service Admits "We Failed'
In Trump Shooting Incident

WASHINGTON: US Secret
Service Director Kimberly
Cheatle admined to Congress
on Monday that she and her
agency failed when a would-
be assassin ded Repub-

DIR: Three terrorists were
killed by security forces dur-
ing an infiltration arempt at
the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Dir district,
the military’s media wing
said on Monday

A statement from the
Inter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said the move-
ment of three terrorists was
detected by security forces in
the district on the night be-
tween Sunday and Monday.

“The infiltrators were sur-
rounded, effectively engaged
and after an intense fire ex-
change, all three terrorists

were sent 10 hel
aid

It said Pakistan was con-
sistently asking the interim
Afghan government to en-
sure effective border man-
agement on its side of the
border, adding that the neigh-
bour was expected to fulfil
its obligations and deny the
use of Afghan soil by terror-
ists for perpetrating acts of
terrorism against the country.

“Security forces of Pak-
istan are determined and re-
main committed to securing
its borders and eliminating
the menace of terrorism from
the country.”—RT/Agency

w

Dar Talks About
Strengthening Mutual Ties
With Omani Counterpart

ISLAMABAD Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ishagq Dar and

Oman Foreign Mimister Syed
Badr bin Hamd bin Hamood
Al Busaidi have discussed
bilateral ties on telephone.
According to Foreign Of-
fice, both the leaders con-
demned the recent lerrorist

attack on a mosque in Wadi
Kabir, Mascat

Dar reiterated Oman’s
full support in combatting
terrorism.

The deputy PM lauded
Oman’s care for dead and
injured Pakistani
citizens in the Omani
hospitals. —RT/Agency

lican presidential candidate
Donald Trump at a July 13
campaign rally in Pennsylva-
nia this week.

"We failed. As the direc-
tor of the United States Se-
cret Service, 1 take full re-
sponsibility for any security
lapse.” Cheatle, who faces
Republican calls for her re-
moval, said in testimony be-
fore the House of Represen-
tatives Oversight Commitres:

"The assassination at-
rempt on former President
Donald Trump on July 13th
is the most significant opera-
tional failure at the Secret
Service in decades." Cheatle

w
&,

In the face of Republican
claims that the Secret Service
denied resources to protect
Trump, she said security for
the former president had
grown ahead of the shooting

"The level of security
provided for the former pres-
ent increased well before
the campaign and has been
steadily increasing as threats
evolve” Cheatle said "Our
mission is not political. It is

literally a marter of life and
death "

She added that the Secret
Service provided the security
sought by the Trump cam-
paign for the rally

"What 1 can tell you is
that for the event on July 13,
the details that were re-
quested, the assets that were
requested for that day, were
given," Cheatle said

She declined to answer
specific questions about the
day's security plan from Re-
publlcans and Democrats,
saying the matter was being
1|1\fesn&1ted internally

Monday's hearing marked
the first round of congres-
sional oversight of the at-
tempted assassination. On
Wednesday, FBI Director
Christopher Wray will appear

before the House Judiciary
Commirtee. And  House
Speaker Mike Johnson is also
due to unveil a bipartisan
task force to serve as a nexus
point for House investiga-
tions,

Cheatle has resisted calls
for her resignation from top
Republicans including John-
son and Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell

Republican House Over-
sight Committee  James
Comer echoed those calls at
the hearing "It is my firm be-
lief, Director Cheatle, that
you should resign." the Ken-
tucky Republican told her.
"The Secret Service has thou-
sands of employees and a
significant budget. But it has
now become the face of in-
competence "—RT/Agency

Cabinet Meeting On PTI
BanPostponed

3?

ISLAMABAD: J\mwtlng of |

the federal cabinet to give ap-
proval for ban on Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was
postponed  on  Monday,
sources said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif was scheduled to chair
the meeting on Tuesday, July

3, when the cabinet mem-
bers were likely to nod the
ban on the political party

The cabinet was also ex-
pected to give approval for
pursuing cases under Article
6 of the Constitution against
former President Anf Alvi,
PTI founder Imran Khan, and
Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri.

On July 15, Information
Minister Atta Tarar said that
the ruling coalition had de-
cided to move for a ban on

the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(P

Addressing a press con-
ference, he said the federal
govemment will file a case to
ban the PTL The government
would keep the current situa-
tion in mind before taking a
step in this regard, he added

“The PTI and the country
cannot go together,” he cate-
worically stated He claimed
that the government was
trying to stabilise the coun-
try politically and economi-
cally, while efforts were
being made to thwart its ef-
forts —RT/Agency
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HYDERABAD: Members and leaders of the Bagri Community are holding a protest
demonstration for recovery of their missing boy, at the Hyderabad press club.—RT

Commissioner Fayaz Hussain Abbasi
forms District Task Force to combat
climate change in Sukkur

By Absar Alvi

SUKKUR: In a bid to tackle
climate change and promote
environmental sustainability,
Commissioner Sukkur Favaz
Hussain Abbasi has estab-
lished a 13-member District
Task Force. The task force
aims to implement the Na-
tional Climate Change Policy
through afforestation and re-
forestation  initiatives in
urban areas. along irmigation
channels, and in industrial
areas of Sukkur district. The
task force will be convened
by the Deputy Commissioner
of Sukkur, with the Mayor of
Sukkur Municipal Corpora-
tion, the Principal of Ghulam
Muhammad Mahar Medical
College Sukkur, the Chair-
man of the District Council
Sukkur, the Superintendent
Engineer of the Irrigation
Diepartment, the Superinten-
dent Engineer of the Build-
ings Department, the Munic-
ipal Commissioner of SMC,
the Director of Local Gov-
emment, the Director of the
Agriculture Department, the
Conservator of Forests of the

Social Forestry Circle, a rep-

esentative from Sukkur In-
stitute of Business Adminis-
tration, Aror University.
Begum  Nusrat  Bhutto
‘Women University, and all
Assistant Commissioners of
Sukkur as its members, The
task force has been entrusted
with the responsitlity of de-
veloping long, medium, and
short-term action plans to op-
timize public lands for tree
plantation and vegetation,
They will ensure the imple-
mentation of the National
Climate Change Policy and
integrate tree plantation inte
public buildings and infra-

g .

Wife of police encounter victim
Sikandar Mallah passes away at

Hyderabad’s Civil Hospital
—SSP Abid Baloch announces to
reinvestigate controversial case

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: In the aftermath of
the alleged police en-
counter in Bulri Shah
Karim, Tando Muhammad
Khan, which led to the
death of nationalist worker
Sikandar Mallah, his wife,
Ms. Atiya Mallah, whe had
attempted suicide by in-
gesting poisen due to the
trauma, passed away a
week later in Hyderabad's
Civil Hospital. Her death
led to a prolonged protest
near Tando Muhammad
Khan's Tando Syedad, on
the Hyderabad-Badin road.
The protest, which lasted
for 7 hours, resulted in a
complete traffic blockade.
Protesters, including
Sikandar Mallah’s mother,
Ms. Shehnaz Mallah, and
nationalist leaders like
Gulsher Kolachi, Abdul
Khaliq Khaskheli, Javed
Halipoto, and Muhammad
Jaman Mallah, accused the

—T ]
police of umustly kll\mg
Sikandar Mallah after a

false encounter. They
claimed that Sikandar had
been arrested and subse-
quently killed by the police
without justification. The
protest led to negotiations
with a team formed by SSP
Abid Baloch, including
CIA DSP Abdul Raufl
Arbab, DSP Muhammad
Bux Khashkheli and ADC-
Naeem Secomro. The
team assured that the de-
mands of the protesters
would be considered, and
they were provided with a
letter from SSP detailing
the suspension of Inspector
Hadi Bux Lashari, Consta-
ble Arshad Ghatko, and
Constable Dildar. SSP
Abid Baloch also an-
nounced that the case of
Sikandar Mallah’s death
would be re-investigated to
uncover the truth and any
necessary legal actions
would be taken based on
the findings.

strueture. The task force will
also recommend legal action
against tree cutting and

etation loss, conduct periodic
tree plantation drives in
Sukkur focusing on urban
areas and engage with civil
saciety for tree plantation,
preservation, growth and sus-
tainability. The District For-
est Officer Sukkur will act as
the member/secretary of the
task force. With the forma-
tion of this task force, the
Commissioner of Sukkur has
shown his commitment (o
addressing climate change
and promoting environmen-
tal conservation in the region

Mir Gajo Khan Mallah
demands justice for
his brother

HYDERABAL: The
founder Chairman of the
Pakistan Peoples Party's
Asif Ali Zardari and Faryal
Talpur Release Commitree,
Mir Gajo Khan Mallah, held
a press conference at the
Hyderabad Press Club, de-
manding that the Sindh gov-
ernment and 1G Sindh Po-
lice register a case against
PPP Dadu City President
Khalid Mirani, who has
been accused of a murder-
ous artack on his brother,
Waheed Mallah, and threat-
ening to kill him. He called
for protection and justice for
his brother. Mir Gajo Khan
Mallah alleged that Khalid

Mirani had recently carried
out a murderous antack on
his brother Waheed Mallah,
firing bullets and leaving
him severely injured. Wa-
heed Mallah is currenty
battling between life and
death in a Karachi hospital.
Mir Gajo Khan Mallah
stated that Khalid Mirani
was originally a PTI sup-
porter who, 1o save himself,
entered the PPP through the
backdoor and is now shoot-
ing at party members. He
further claimed thar Khalid
Mirani  is  continuously
threatening him with mur-
der, and if anything happens
to him, Khalid Mirani, Ali

Haider Mirani, and Haji
Amin Mirani will be held
responsible. He also ac-
cused the SHO of Dadu's A
Section police station, Be-
nazir Jamali of being
aligned with the accused
party and that the police are
favoring the accused in ex-
change for bribes. Mir Gajo
Khan Mallah appealed w
President Asif Ali Zardari,
PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, Adi Faryal
Talpur, and other higher au-
thorities to take notice of the
issue, take strict action
against Khalid Mirani and
Dadu police, and ensure jus-
tice is delivered —RT

Three die in different
Thatta incidents

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: In a series of
tragic incidents in the
coastal area of Thatta dis-
trict, two children and a
man lost their lives. In the
first incident, two children
drowned while swimming
in a deep pond near their
village, Jooho. The chil-
dren were bathing in the
pond with three other kids
when the accident hap-

pened Villagers nearby

heard their cries for help
and rushed to the scene
They managed to rescue
the other three children, but
sadly, the two victims could
not be saved. In another in-
cident, a loader rickshaw
crashed into a wall and
overturned into a water-
course, resulting in the
death of Haider Khaskhali.
The driver of the rickshaw,
Qadir, was injured in the

accident. The rickshaw lost
control due to high speed.
leading to the fatal crash

All  the wvictims were
promptly taken to the local
rural health center. After
completing the necessary
formalities, the deceased
were laid to rest in their re-
spective villages. The com-
munity is mourning the loss
of these lives and extends
condolences to the grieving
families.

B
DERABAD: Members and leaders of the Ablf Larda
Committee are holding a protest
the Hyderabad press club.-RT
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Al-Furqan Trust
installs solar
water plant

By Jibran Talpur

BADIN: Near Matli in the
Badin district, a new water
solar project has been in-
stalled in the village of
Kat Abdullah under the
patronage of Mahmood
Sabir Mosque and Al-
Furgan Trust. This ongo-
ing charity water project
has been set up by Nazir
Ahmed and  Sughra
Ahmed for the henefit of
these poor families. Mah-
mood Sabir Mosque and
Al-Furgan Relief Trust
have installed hundreds of
water projects in these un-
derdeveloped areas of
imner Sindh, continuously
aiding impoverished,
needy, and destitute indi-

viduals, mc]udmﬂ those
who have converted from
Hinduism o Islam
Whether during difficult
times such as floods, the
COVID-19 pandem

for eye treatments, Mah-
mood Sabir Mosque and
Al-Furqan Relief Trust
have provided substantial
assistance to these vulner-
able people.

Today, they have in-
stalled a water project in a
newly converted Muslim
community in  Matli,
Badin district, ensuring
that these poor families
have access to clean water:
They also provide finan-
cial support to these newly
converted Muslim fami-

lies

PTI condemns
arrests of
Barrister Gohar
and Rauf Hassan

By Younis Chandio
MIRPURKHAS: Presi-

dent of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
Mirpurkhas Division,

Aftab Qureshi, strongly
condemned the arrests of
PTI Chairman Barrister
Gohar and Central Sec-

|| retary Information Rauf

Hassan. The Divisional
General Secretary,

} | Lekraj Malhi said that

the PTI is a peaceful
party and we will pursue
our rights through legal
means. We have full
confidence in our coun-
try’s judiciary and we
believe justice will be
served. The Divisional

Additional General Sec-
retary, Advocate Ejaz
Ahmed Randhawa added
that Yazid was defeated
and Hazrat Imam Hus-
sain (AS) prevailed. In-
sha'Allah, Yazidiyvat will
come to an end and Hus-
sainiyat will always re-
main alive. The Divi-
sional  Senior  Vice
President, Muhammad
Amin Sangrasi, Divi-
sional Vice President,
Ayaz Qaimkhani  and
other PTI leaders have
alse condemned the ar-
rest of their central party
leaders and vowed to
continue their struggle
for the rule of law in the
country

HYDERABAD: Residents of Ln ifabad are holding a protest demonstration agmnst
prolonged electricity load shedding in their area, at the Hyderabad press club.—RT

DC Naveed Rehman Larik
chairs meeting of Land
Utlhzatlon Dept

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT. The Sindh
Government's Land Utiliza-
tion Department held a meet-
ing of the District Base Price
Assessment Committee re-
garding government lands,
chaired by Deputy Commis-
sioner  Umerkot, Naveed
Rehman Larik. at his office.
The meeting was attended by
committee members includ-
ing Additional Deputy Com-
missioner-l Javed Ahmed
Dahri, Assistant Commis-
sioner Umerkot Rajib Ali
Suthio, District Accounts Of-
ficer Umerkot Muhammad
Alam Soomro, Mukhtiarkar
Umerkot Azizullah Chachar,
District Registrar Umerkot,
Agriculture stakeholder Ghu-
lam Akbar Dars, local estate
business representative Syed
CQamar Hussain Shah, Infor-

|| mation Oficer Muhammad

Aslam Bhatti, among others.

During the meeting,
govemment rates were set for
three public projects on gov-
ernment lands within the ju-
risdiction of 10 Dehs in
Tehsil Umerkot.

These projects include the
railway track from Thar Coal
Block-11 to New Chhor, the
new water channel lining for
SIFC and the Green Pakistan
project

The Deputy Commis-

Larik, with the consensus of
all committee members, set

e rate for govemment land
in various Dehs such as
Chhor Thar, Kaploor, Lala
Eeeh, Kacholi, Dodhar, and
Mokel Beeh at Rs. 200,000
per acre, For Deh Sarang Sar,
the rate was set at Rs 600,000
per acre, and for Deh Ban-
hari, the rate was set at Rs
500,000 per acre

NDMA and Sindh
University Laar Campus
collaborate to enhance
disaster management

By Munawar Chandio

JTAMSHORO: In a signifi-
cant step towards enhanc-
ing disaster management
capabilities, the National
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) and Sindh
University Laar Campus
(SULC) Badin have signed
a Letter of Cooperation
(LoC) 1o ensure robust co-
operation in the field of dis-
aster management. The
agreement was signed by
Pro-Vice Chancellor Sindh
University Laar Campus
Professor Dr. Khalil-Ur-
Rehman Khoumbati repre-
senting the University of
Sindh and the Director
General National Institute
of Disaster Management M
Tanveer Piracha on behalf
of NDMA. According to
the leter of cooperation, the
agreement aims 1o
strengthen coordination and
build institutional and tech-
nical capacity to effectively
manage natural and human-
induced disasters. Recog-
nizing the critical impor-
tance of disaster
management in safeguard-
ing human lives and prop-
erty, both parties have com-
mitted to various areas of
cooperation as outlined in
the agreement. The agree-
ment further states that the
parties  will  exchange
knowledge on past disas-
ters, early wamning systems,
and innovative practices,
creating synergy through

shared platforms. Efforts
will focus on enhancing the
capabilities of government
agencies and local commu-
nities to handle geo-physi-
cal and climate-induced
hydro-meteorological disas-
ters such as floods, earth-
quakes, droughts, tsunarmis,
GLOFs, heat waves, and
cyclones. According to the
LoC, advanced technolo-
gies and innovative prac-
tices like remote sensing,
GIS mapping, and risk-
based sparial planning will
be employed to bolster
emergency response sys-
tems. Training experts, pro-
fessors, scientists, and other
disaster management staff

formation exchanged dur-
ing the implementation of
the LaC. No party will dis-
close classified information
1o third parties without prior
written consent. According
1o the agreement, the LoC
enters into force upon sig-
nature and remains valid
until terminated. Either
party may terminate the
LoC by providing a six-
month advance written no-
tice.

T'his cooperation marks
a significant milestone in
Pakistan's disaster manage-
ment efforts, promising en-
hanced preparedness and
resilience against future dis-
asters ;‘\t‘[er this landmark
Sindh

will engage in
joine workchnpe confer-
ences, seminars, drills, and
training courses. Both par-
ties will collaborate on sc
entific research and practi-
cal surveys related to
disaster management and
climate change adaptation
The LoC does not create
legally binding rights or ob-
ligations but represents a
mutual commitment to col-
laborate and support each
other’s disaster manage-
ment efforts. Any amend-
ments to the LoC will re-
quire  mutual  written
consent. Disputes arising
from the application or in-
terpretation of the LoC will
be resolved through negoti-
ations and consultations,
Both parties have agreed to
safeguard confidential in-

University Laar Campus
Badin and the National Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity (NDMA), Sindh Univer-
sity Registrar Professor Dr
Mushtaque Ali Jariko has
officially notified the estab-
lishment of the Disaster
Risk Reduction Society
(DRRS) According to the
notification, the Vice Chan-
cellor of the University of
Sindh, Jamshoro, has con-
stituted the DRRS Commit-
tee, drawing attention to the
critical importance of disas-
ter management in safe-
guarding human lives and
property. The committee is
composed of a diverse
group of experts and pro-
fessionals, each bringing a
unique set of skills and
knowledge to the table.

M1 Ao = i
HYDERABAD: Residents of Tando Hyder are holding a protest demonstration for

the acceptance of their demands, at the Hyderabad press club.-RT
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President Calls For

Urban F loodmg In Karachl

ISLAMABAD:  President
Asif Ali Zardari on Monday
directed the Sindh govern-
ment to prioritize a compre-
hensive plan to prevent
urban flooding in Karachi by
adopting a sustainable, long-
term strategy based on inter-

national best practices for §

managing and
stormwater.

The President expressed
these views while chairing a
meeting on saving Karachi
from wrban flooding and en-
vironmental degradation and
promoting sustainable water
resource development, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr.

The President was given
a comprehensive presenta-
tion by international water
and sewage ex-

sewage

ment Department of Sindh,
Saeed shani,  Mayor
Karachi, Barrister Murtaza
‘Wahab, Chief Secretary
Sindh, Syed Asif Hyder
Shah, Chief Executive Offi-
cer (CEQ) Karachi Water
and SeweniEe Corporation,

ved Country

perts and proposed various
solutions to address the chal-

lenges of urban flooding and
sewage in Karachi on the
pattern of the tunnel sewer
systems of Washington DC,
the London Super Sewer
Project, and the Deep Tunnel
Sewerage System of Singa-

pore.

Chief Minister Sindh,
Syed Murad Ali Shah, Adju-
tant General Lt General
Muhammad Asim Malik,
Minister for Local Govern-

Heﬁd Herrenknetch Pakistan,
Col (1) Danyal Naveed
Ahmed, senior government
officials, and local and inter-
national water management
experts attended the meeting,

Dwring the briefing, it
was proposed that a network
of small and large sewer tun-
nels under existing roads in
high-flood zones of Karachi
may be developed. It was
highlighted that underground
tunnelling  wsing modern
techniques would not disturb

the public, ry traffic and
land owners

The & 'pens informed that
Karachi generated almost
450 million gallons per day
(MGD) of sewage. They
added that sewage and
stormwater were collected in
small and large open drains
which fell into the Lyari and
Malir rivers and were re-
leased untreated into the sea,

polluting the marine ecosys- | bly

tem.

It was further informed
that the existing network of
drains had limited capacity
and absorbed around 50% of
the rainwater under normal
ircumstances. The meeting
was told that excess water
was not absorbed by the sys-
tem, causing urban flood-
ing —RT/Agency

Teenager Tragically Burned Alive
In Muzaffargarh Land Dispute

MUZAFFARGARH:  An
18-year-old boy was al-
legedly bumed to death
over a land dispute in
Muzaffargarh, south Pun-
jab, media reported Mon-
day

The teenager, Ehsanul-
lah, was burned alive in
Seetpur, a city in Alipur
Tehsil of Muzaffargarh, the
police revealed.

The police added that a
case against the perpeira-
tors has been registered on

behalf of the boy's uncle.

According to first infor-
mation report (FIR) filed by
the victim's uncle, their
family and the suspects
were involved in a land dis-
pute

It further stated that the
young boy was taken to the
THQ hospital in Alipur
which referred him 0 Mul-
tan,

Additionally, the FIR
stated that the victim was
tied to a tree and set on fire.

It added that he later suc-
cumbed to his injuries. The
uncle said that he has also
been issued death threats
before.

The police filed a mur-
der case against four people
at the Seetpur police station
on the family's complaint
The law enforcement offi-
cials said that a investiga-
tion of the case is undergo-
ing and they are conducting
raids to arrest the sus-
pects —RT/Agency

Punjab Assembly
Comprehensive Plan To Prevent | Speaker Condemns

Abusive Language
From Opposition

LAHORE Punjab Assembly
Speaker Malik Ahmad Khan
has said this is the first as-
sembly where people are
being abused.

He made this remark
while talking to the media
outside the Punjab Assem-

Khan said "a day of the

the opposition attended the

meeting to take TADA."
He said he would re-
lease the list of 60 members
of the opposition to the
media

The speaker said that
since August 2014, the
PTI has been attacking
the country and accused
it of the only political
party which has been
paralyzing the Parlia-
ment. —RT/Agency

Salman

Pakistan
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ISLAMABAD

czar Salman Akram Raja on

Ihonday moved the apex
court for the restoration of
Hihe election wibunals
1 Raja has filed an applica-
1 tion 0 review the SC's July 4
1 judgment
1 According to the peti-
§ tion, the applicant said that
1 the Supreme Court had the
1 Election Commission of
y Pakistan (ECP} to consult

FPCCI Demands Audit And:
Reform Of IPPs

wuh the Lahore High Court
{LHC) chlefjwme for the
appmmmem of judges 10
ook inte the applicarions
g, pointing that the
' Sl had not issued any
guidelines in i1s July 4 ver-

Raja Requests SC
To Restore
Election Tribunals

Akram

Raja further said in the
application that the LHC
judges were right in the ap-
pointment OrJlIdLES v.lnc‘n
must have been

Punjab Government
Approves New Tram
Servnce For Lahore

LAHORE: The Punjab gov-
emnment has approved the
launch of a tram service in
Lahore which is aimed at en-
hancing the city's transporta-
tion infrastructure

Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif ap-
proved the project during her
recent visit to the Lahore Dee:
velopment Authority (LDA)
headquarters.

According to the LDA,
the tram service will cover an
11-kilometer route with 10
stops, spaced approximately
1 to 1.5 kilometers apart.

The project is inspired by
modem tram systems in Fin-
land and China and has an
estimated cost of Rs27 bil-
lion.

The route will traverse
key localities, including
Main Boulevard from Kalma
Chowk, Liberty, Main Mar-
ket, Mini Market, and Hali

Road.
Additionally, MM Alam

Road will be converted into a
one-way street as part of the
remodeling and beautifica-
tion efforts associated with
the tram project.

A notable feature of the
new tram service is a dedi-
cated stop within Gaddafi
Stadium, offering conven-
ience for sports enthusiasts
and event-goers.

Ticket prices for the
tram service will be an-
nounced closer to the
launch date.

On Sunday, a rescue air
ambulance successfully
transferred a patient for
the first time in the coun-
try through an initiative
undertaken by Chief Min-
ister Maryam.

Following her direc-
tive, Halima Bibi was
airlifted from Mianwali
to Rawalpindi within
the critical "gelden
hour." under the super-
vision of Dr Raza
Nasit. —RT/Agency

Girls' School Blown Up In
North Wazmstan

NORTH WAZIRISTAN: Ina
distressing incident, another
girls’ school has been blown
up by some unidentified indi-

viduals in the village of Zer-

akki located in  North
Waziristan, media reported
on Monday.

According to the district
administration. the blast was
carried out last night with not
only destroyed the Govemn-
ment Girls' Middle School
but also severely damaged a
nearby house. Fortunately, no
casualties have been re-
ported.

The intensity of the blast
was 50 severe that it com-
pletely  destroyed seven
rooms, which had 255 female
students enrolled.

The Education Minister,
Faisal Tarakai, has taken im-

mediate notice of the incident
and has instructed the direc-
tor of education and the con-
cemed deputy commissioner
ol h a thorough investi-

gation

Emphasizing the govern-
ment's commitment to educa-
tion, Faisal Tarakai assured
that the schoel will be re-

apened soon and that educa-
tional activities in the tribal
districts will continue with-
out any disruption

"Such incidents will not
discourage us," said Tarkai
"Educational reforms will
persist, and we will prioritize
women's education without
compromise."—RT/,

by the ECP instead of rais-
ing objections over it
Evaluating the SC's de-1
cision of overruling thel
LHC j Raja said 1

that the apex court had not 1
suspended the judges ap-1
pointed 1o weigh-in ony
electoral rigging, adding
that the F(Pd\dnllmwelhe.
right 10 oppose the LHC |
Judn_menl

“Only LHC can de,ctde
the jurisdiction of the
judges of election tri-
bunals of Punjab." hel
added. —RT/Agency

Two Detained Criminals
Killed By Gunfire From
Their Own Accomplices

By Abid Mehmood Ch

1 TOBA TEK SINGH: Ina po-

PTI Media
Coordinator Granted

I lice encounter, two detained
1 robbers were killed by their
1own accomplices’ gunfire.
) The robbers had been de-
§ tained by the police and were

-

KARACHI: The FPCCI
Standing Commirtee on En-
ergy, chaired by Malik
Khueda Bakhsh, held an
emergency meeting to ad-
dress the impact of high elec-
tricity charges on Pakistan's
economy. The committee
condemned the high rates,
stating that the burden is un-
fairly placed on the public to
favar 40 Independent Power
Producers (IPPs)

Key points from the
meeting include:

25% of IPPs are closed
but still receive Rs 10 billion
monthly, worsening the eco-

nomic erisis

IPPs charge Rs 24 per
unit for unused electricity,
pushing industries towards
collapse and threatening
businesses.

The high charges have
caused widespread unem-
ployment, industrial clo-
sures, reduced foreign in-
vestment, and significant
economic losses

Malik Khuda Bakhsh
warned that achieving the
revised tax collection tar-
get of Rs 12.9 trillion and
the export target of $100
billion by 2030 is impos-

sible under the current
conditions. He called for
immediate action to ad-
dress the erisis.

The commirtee passed
a resolution urging the
government  fo i

consider terminating con-
tracts with non-compliant
IPPs. Swift action is de-
manded to ensure sustain-
able and affordable en-
ergy for industries and the
public, crucial for Pa

istan's economic stabil-

ity —RT

Government Eliminates Advance
Tax Following Successful
Negotiations Wlth Flour Millers

KARACHI: The federal gov-
emment sholished a 5.5 per-
cent advance income tax
after successful talks with the
flour mills owners, media re-
ported

The development came
after the government formed
a commmuittee to negotiate with
the flour mills association as
they announced and held a
strike against the advance in-
come tax imposed in the
budget 2024-25.

The negotiations success-
fully concluded, resulting in
the abolition of the tax by the
government  and  conse-
quently the withdrawal of the
strike by the mills owners,

It is pertinent fo mention
here that the flour mills own-
ers held a three-day sirike

that led to the shortage of
flour, particularhy in Karachi.
The flour mill owners
announced and held a
strike on July 11 against
the imposition of the tax
in the budget 2024-25

T .
The flour mill owners
said that due to increa
ing electricity

bills,
they are already fac-

ing difficulties in
running their busi-
negs —RT/Agency

TT——
ISLAMABAD: PTI media
coordinator Ahmed Wagas
Janjua has been handed over
to the Counter Terrorism Die-
1 partment (CTD) on seven-
I day physical remand

The accused was pro-
| duced in court of ATC judge
1 Tahir Abbas Sipra in a case
| registered in a CTD police
| station
1. The investigating officer
g informed the court that ex-
1 plosive materials were recov-
1 ered from Janjua at the time

Seven-Day Remand In:
CTD Custody !

of his arrest and therefore, |
the accused be given on a
physical remand for furt 1er
investigation and recovery

The officer sought 15- d
physical remand but the |
court allowed seven-day re- 1
mand and ordered to produce I
the accused before the court |
on July 29.

A case of disappearance |
of the PTI media coordinator
is being heard in the Islam-
abad High Court {IHC)—
RT/Agency

IPESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief
Minister (CM) Ali Amin
Gandapur has ordered the
immediate arrest of armed
individuals impersonating
government officials in the
province.

In a statement, CM
Gandapur revealed that
1 some armed men are inter-
I fering in government and
| non-government matters
pand he had apprised the

1
1
CM Gandapur Orders |
Arrest of Armed Men |

Impersonating :
Government Officials

Apex Committee meeting y
of those individual s imper-
sonating government offi- I
cials

chief

m]l‘\lbItT'
government, police, and 1
public have reservations |
about these armed men. 1
He directed the police tol
take action and arrest these
elements, and appealed to 1
the public to identify |
them,—RT/Agency 1

being transported to Okara
for recovery when the inci-
dent accurred According to
reports, the SHO of Thana
Saddar Gojra, Hakim Ali,
along with police personnel,
was transporing the two de-
tained robbers when, near

I Chak No. 367 JB Jalianwala

on Samundri Road, four
armed accomplices of the

J | suddenly opened indiscrimi-
nate fire on the police party.
The police responded with
gunfre but the assailants

took advantage of the
darkness and escaped
During this exchange of
fire, the two detained rob-
bers sustained severe in-
juries from the accom-
plices' gunfire  and
subsequently died at the
scene. The police have
transferred the bodies to
the Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital for postmortem
examination and registered
a case against the unknown

attackers under charges of
murder and other relevant
sections. According to the
police, the deceased rob-
bers, Sher Alam and Fayaz.
were both  previously
recorded criminals  and
were wanted by police in
various districts for multi-
ple cases.

By Abid Mehmood Ch
TOBA TEK SINGH: In the

j area of Thana Nawaan La-

hore, unknown armed motor-
cyclists shot and killed a la-
borer. It has been reported
that Umar Hayat, a farm
worker for landlord Muzam-
mil in Chak No-332 JB

Dhani, was retuming to his
village on a motoreycle after
irrigating the fields when two
unknown armed motorcy-
clists ambushed him and
opened fire. Umar Hayat
succumbed to his injuries at
the scene, and the assailants
fled the area. The Nawaan
Lahore police have taken

! Laborer Shot Dead In Toba
Tek Singh

the deceased's body into
custody and, after complet-
ing the necessary formali-
ties, handed it over to the
family. A case has been reg-
istered against the unidenti-
fied perpetrators based on
the comp]ainl filed by the
victim's brother, Magbool
Hussain

Daughters Of Kamalia Sugar
Mills Laborers Achieve Top
Positions In SSC Exams

By Abid Mehmood Ch

TOBA TEK SINGH: In the
Faisalabad Board's annual
matriculation exams, Arfa
Tariq, a student from Two
Star High School Kamalia
Sugar Mills, secured the first
position at the tehsil level by
obtaining 1162 marks. Arfa
Tariq, the daughter of a
worker al Two Star Sugar

Mills, credited her success to
the efforts of the school ad-
ministration, her parents'
prayers, and the hard work of
her teachers. Arfa Tarig ex-
pressed her gratitude, saying
that Two Star High School
helped her achieve this po-
sition and thanked the
cipal for their special inter-
est and efforts. Principal
Irada mentioned that Hafsa

Noor and Taskeen Zahra
also achieved notable posi-
tions with 1160 and 1141
marks, respectively. She
further stated that the out-
standing performance of
the daughters of mill em-
ployees in the school is a
testament to Two Star
Sugar Mills High School
Kamalia's education-
friendly policy.
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aworld rife with political divisions and conflict-

ing interests, it is imperative that Pakistan remains
steadfast in its commitment to a Pakistan First pol-

icy. Lt. Gen. Ahmed Sharif’s recent press confer-
ence underscores the pressing need for national unity in
the face of a relentless threat: terrorism. His stark warn-
ing about a “massive, illegal political mafia™ undermin-
ing counter-terrorism efforts is a clarion call for every
Pakistani to prioritize the nation’s security above all

else.

The valiant efforts of the Pakistan Armed Forces,
who have conducted over 22,409 intelligence-based op-
erations this year alone, are testament to their unwaver-
ing dedication to the country’s safety. These operations,
which aim to dismantle terrorist networks and their fa-
cilitators, highlight the tireless vigilance of our military

A Call for Unity and a Pakistan First Policy

and law enforcement agencies. Lt. Gen. Sharif's clarifi-
cation that Azm-i-Istehkam is a comprehensive counter-
terrorism campaign built on national consensus, rather

REGISE

united front.

<=NAL TIMES:

than a mere military operation, reinforees the need fora

Despite these efforts, a strong lobby driven by per-
sonal and monetary interests seeks to thwart the Na-
tional Action Plan (NAP). This undermines not only the
stability of our nation but also the sacrifices made by
our soldiers. Political exploitation of critical issues, as
highlighted by Lt. Gen. Sharif, distracts from the ulti-

ciety.

mate goal of national security and stability.

It is essential that all Pakistanis, regardless of political
afliliation, rally behind the Pakistan Armed Forces and
support the NAP. The establishment of provincial
Counter-Terrorism Departments and the regularization
of religious seminaries are vital steps in this direction.
The illegal spectrum that fuels terrorism and criminal
activities must be eradicated for the greater good of so-

Let us not allow political differences to sacrifice the

very essence of our nation’s security. The Pakistan First
policy is not just a slogan: it is a necessary stance that re-
quires the collective resolve of every citizen. Our armed
forces stand as the bulwark against terrorismy it is our
duty to support them unequivocally. Together, we can
ensure that Pakistan remains safe, stable, and united.
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HYDERABATD: Asifl Zardari

ul Faryal Ta]pur Rrhm Com

ee Leader, Gajju

Khan Mallah is addressing a press conference, at the Hyderabad press club.-RT

Rahu community rallies
for recovery of abducted
Sana Rahu

By Samad Ayaz

NAWABSHAH: In a protest
for the recovery of a kid-
napped woman named Sana
Rahu, residents of village
Hashim Rahu near Qazi

Ahmed organized a rally §

from Court Road to the
Nawabshah Press Club. The
demonstration was led by
Sana's family, including her
father Raza Muhammad
Rahu, mother Gulshan,
brother Amjad Ali, and sis-
ters Soonhan, Suraya and
Saba Rahu, along with other
supporters. The protest saw
significant participation from
leaders of the Sindh United
Party (SUP), such as Gul
Hassan Rind, and Sindh
Tariq Party {STP) members
like Budhal Magsi, among
others. The family claimed
that nine months ago, their
married daughter Sana Rahu

was abducted by armed men
associated  with  Sardar
Khalid Lund of Ghotki, in-
cluding Nisar Ali Lund, Za-
meer Hussain Lund, and
Mehboob Sehto, while she
was on her way home. De-
spite continuous protests in
various cities over the past
ning months, the police have
failed to arrest the culprits,
even though a case has been
registered against them. The
family expressed concerns

that Sana might have been
murdered and cized the
police for not recovering her
yet. They urged the Chief
Minister of Sindh, the In-
spector General of Police, the
Deputy Inspector General
and the SSP of Shaheed Be-
nazirahad to immediately re-
cover Sana and arrest the ac-
cused. They warned that if | ____
their demands are not met,
they would escalate their
protest further

Dadu Awami Forum to
protest against negligence of
local authorities on July 30

By Javed Laghari

DADU: In the district of
Dadu, despite a high alert
for potential flooding, there
has been no repair work on
the FP, SP, LS and MNV
drains. Over the past two
months, there has been a se-
vere water shortage in all
branches of the Dadu Canal
and the Johi Branch. Addi-
fionally, there has been ex-
treme and unannounced
electnicity load shedding. In
response, the Dadu Awami
Forum, led by Chairman
Ashig Al Zaunr, held a
meeting with all officials
and committee members in
attendance. During the meet-
ing, Chairman Ashiq Al
Zaunr, Senior Vice Chair-
man Guln Bhand, General
Secretary Waryam Sindhi,
Mabi Bux Halipoto, Zameer

Korejo and other leaders ex-
pressed their concems. They

stated that despite repeated fc

wamings from the Meteoro-
logical Department and the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority regarding se-
vere rains and dangerous
flooding in the current mon-
soon season, the Sindh gov-
ernment, elected representa-
tives of Dadu, and the
district administration have
remained inactive. This
activity suggests a possible
covert scheme to deliber-
ately flood the Dadu district
in order to embezzle billions
of rupees under the guise of
a natural disaster. They criti-
cized the destruction of the
Sindh irrigation system by
deliberately releasing water
from the Indus River
through the Sukkur Barrage,

a conspiracy to ruin Sindh's
agricultural economy and
fhi people into dire
ditions. The water short-
age has severely affected the
district, with crops drying up
due to lack of water in the
Dadu  Canal  and  Johi
Branch. The leaders also
condemned the extreme
electricity load shedding,
which has devastated city
businesses and created un-
bearable living conditions
due to the severe heat. They
questioned what crimes the
current rulers are punishing
the people of Dadu for. Asa
result, they have announced
a4 protest sit-in at SSP
Chowk, Dadu, on Tuesday,
July 30. A public awareness
campaign has also been
launched throughout the dis
trict to ensure the success of

which they believe is part of the protest,

Sihanro
community
demands justice
1n land dispute

By Afague Khanzada

TANDC ALLAHYAR: The
residents of the village
Qaisar Sihanro in Tando Al-
lahyar have reached the press
club seeking justice. During
a press conference at the
Tando Allahyar Press Club,
villagers Hanif Sihanro,
Muhammad Aslam Sihanro,
Zahid Hussain Sihanro, and
others, while speaking 1o the
media, said that those
protesting against them actu-
ally want to illegally occupy

{| government land and are ha-

rassing them using various
tactics. They mentioned that
they have also filed a petition
against these individuals in
the court. They further ex-

plained that in 2019, they
planted crops of cotton and
babul {acacia) trees on their
privately  surveyed land,
which they are currently har-
vesting,

Due to this, influential in-
dividuals are, under the guise
of patronage, making base-
less accusations and creating
an uproar against them to
withdraw their petition and
case. They are falsely accus-
ing them of cutting down
trees planted on government
land but in reality, they are
harvesting crops from their
own private land. They de-
manded of the higher author-
ities to take notice of the
matter and provide justice 1o
them

District Council
Tharparkar
approves budget for
fiscal year 2 2024 25

By Ashraf Kunbhar

MITHI:
District Council
Tharparkar, Dr. Ghulam
Haider Samejo, pre-
sented a budget of Rs
305,992 in savings for
the fiscal vear 2025-
2024, which was unani-
mously approved by the
council members. The
meeting. held under the
chairmanship of Dr.
Samejo, took place at
the Karoonjhar Hall in
Mithi. Viee Chairman

Kamla Bai Bheel, Chief
Officer Syed Musharraf

Hussain Shah, council
members, and journal-
ists attended. National
Agsembly Member Dr.
Mehesh Malani also par-
ticipated specially in the
budget meeting, Dr

Chairman  of

Mehesh Malani stated
during the meeting that
the Pakistan Peoples
Party ¢
phas 34
pu.\plt. and ensuring the
provigion of basic facil-
ities to their doorsteps
Chairman Dr. Ghulam
Haider Samejo outlined
that the budget for
Tharparkar has been
prepared with a tax-free
surplus, and no new
taxes have been im-
posed. The total tax-free
budget for the fiscal
vear 2025-2024
amounted to Rs 88.63
crore. After accounting
for expenses, a saving of
Rs 305,992 was re-
ported. The presented
budget was unanimously
approved by all council
members

HYDERABAD: Resident of Latifabad, Afag Nasr is addressing a press conference, ai
the Hyderabad press club.-RT

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: In Daulatpur,
the HESCO administration
has increased electricity load-
shedding, causing severe dis-
tress among the residents.
Areas such as Mehboob Shah
Muhalla, Safan Muhalla, Sar-
mad Town, Kabir City and
Langah Muhalla are experi-
encing power outages for 14
10 16 hours a day, making life
unbearable for the people
This has also led 10 a severe
ice shortage in many areas,
leaving residents to suffer in
the scorching hear Addition-
ally, ice factory owners have
raised the prices of ice, citing
electricity load-shedding as
the reason. The price for a
large ice cane is now set at
Rs 1200 and a small cane at

Rs 900. Ordinary citizens are
unable to purchase ice for
less than Rs 30 10 Rs 40,
making it difficult for poor
peaple o get cold drinking
water

Citizens, including
Sadaqat Jokhio, Syed Zaman
Shah, Zameer Dahri and
Shaman Langah, have com-
plained that continuous load-

Prolonged load shedding
results in shortage of ice
in Daulatpur

shedding by HESCO offi-
cials has allowed ice factory
owners to arbitrarily increase
ice prices. They expressed
their frustration over the in-
creased load-shedding and
expensive ice, stating that no
one is addressing their com-
plaints. They demanded an
end to the load-shedding and
a reduction in ice prices

By Khair Muhammad Golo

head of the Golo community,
Mohabbat Khan Golo passed
away. Following the funeral
pravers, he was laid to rest
after offering his funeral
prayers at the Jilani Madrasa.

The funeral prayers were
attended by a large number
of people including Gola
community leader Sardar
Shoaib Khan Golo, Sar-
darzada Haider Ali Khan
Golo, Dr. Sohrab Khan Sarki,
Syed Rizwan Ali Shah,
Rehmatullah Khan Khoso,

THUL: The elder brother of
Thul Municipal Officer and §

Dr. Muneer Soomro, Zafar
Khan Golo, Imdad Al Golo,
Arbab Ali Golo, joumnalist
Anf Karim Mughal, Majeed
Noonari, Khair Muhammad

Golo, Liaquat Ali Sarki, and

Golo community notable
Mohabbat Khan Golo
passes away

many other citizens. During
this oceasion, Thul Munici-
pal  Officer Muhammad
Nawaz Golo and other
mourners expressed their
condolences.

By MM Faisal

KUNRI: After experi-
encing intense heat and
light rain, the tempera-
ture has decreased, with

the possibility of more

rain expected tonight.
Farmers in the area
are hopeful for addi-
tional rainfall, as the se-
wvere heat and shortage
of canal water have sig-
nificantly damaged

Kunri receives fresh spell of monsoon rains

crops, particularly cot-
ton and chili plants. The
ongoing weather condi-
tions are crucial for the
recovery and improve-
ment of the affected
CrOps
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Basit Ali slams Mohammed
Shami for using
'inappropriate remarks'

KARACHI: Indian pacer
Mohammed Shami is under
hot waters as he has been
criticised by former Pakistani
players for making inappro-
priate remarks about Inza-
mam-ul-Hag.

Inzamam had said during
the T20 World Cup 2024,
which India won, that the
umpires should be proactive
during India's bowling as the
Men in Blues were getting
unusual help from them.
Shami did not appreciate
the former Pakistan captain's
comments and said, "The
team that performs against
them gets targeted there.
Suppose 1 bowled with the
device and pressed the button
incorrectly. 1 intended to
bowl an inswinger, but it
turned into an outswinge
sulting in a boundary. This
kind of cartoonish behaviour
can happen elsewhere; these
are just ways to fool the pub-
lic."

However, Basit Ali has
slammed Shami and said that
he should have been more
careful while talking about
Inzamam

"When Shami talks about
Inzi bhai and calls him a car-
toon, that's not right. Inza-

about Inzamam-ul-Haq

mam has led this country and
captained it. Shami, vour
choice of words isn't good
We praise your bowling, but
you should have chosen your
words better. You didn't pick
your words well, and that
hurt me," said Ali on his
YouTube channel.

"If you think Inzi bhai
said something wrong, say it
nicely. Don't call him a car-
toon and all that. Have some
respect. He's a senior. You
should respect your seniors
If you don't, cricket will
make you cry 300 days out of
365 and only make you
happy for 63 days. So, please
don't do this, it's a personal
request.

"Be a bit more careful,
vou can't just say anything
anywhere. Whatever ques-
tion is asked, you keep giv-
ing indecent answers. I'm
using the right word, inde-
cent. You've used indecent
language. Your elders proba-
bly never taught you this,” he
concluded.

During the T20 World
Cup 2024, Inzamam ques-
tioned Arshdeep Singh's
ability to reverse swing in
the ball in the 15th
over—Agency

Historic Britain's cricket
clubs ban players from

Five-wicket Bashir excites Stokes as
England seal West Indies series

IRENT BRIDGE: Ben
Stokes said Shoaib Bashir
had "showed the world" he
belonged in international
cricket after the 20-year-old
off-spinner bowled England
to a series-clinching victory
over the West Indies in the
second Test at Trent Bridge.

Bashir took 5-41 as the
West Indies collapsed to 143
all out on the fourth evening,
with England triumphing by
241 runs to take an unassail-
able 2-0lead in a three-match
campaign.

It was Bashir's third five-
wicket haul in just five Tests
but first in England after he
twice achieved the feat on
spin-friendly Indian pitches

earlier this year.

His latest exploits were
all the more impressive given
Bashir did not bowl a single
ball and was out for a duck
during England's innings and
114-run thrashing of the West
Indies in the first Test at

Lord's.

Bashir removed Kirk
McKenzie, Kavem Hodge
and Alick Athanaze - all top-
order batsmen -- in quick
succession before bowling
Jason Holder an last man
Shamar Joseph as West In-

dies, set 385 to win, slumped
to 143 all out.

- "Pretty cool' ="l think
what Bash has done today is
to show the world what he
can do," said England captain
Stokes.

"That wicket hardly of-

¢ fered anything for a spinner

throughout the whole Test
match and look at what he
was able to do today.

The way in which he can
change his pace, produce
over-spin and under-spin...1
think he showed his full bag
of tricks. He's got so much
talent and the ceiling is so, so
high. He's got an unbeliev-
able desire and a will to get
better and leam.—Agency

England Cricket open to IPL
investment in The Hundred

LONDON: The England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB)
chief  executive Richard
Gould confirmed on Monday
they have held talks with In-
dian Premier League (IPL)
owners about acquiring a
stake in their domestic The
Hundred competition.

The fourth edition of The
Hundred, which features
eight specially clc«lcd teams
- cach with a men's and

women's side - rather than L

the traditional 18 first-class
English counties, starts on
Tuesday.

Its future remains uncer-
tain, with the ECB looking to
secure private investment in
abid to cement its position in
the global calendar and boost
the finances of the domestic

game
The ECB are trying 1o
balance a desire for a cash in-
jection while retaining con-
trol of the Hundred by selling
off a 49 per cent stake in each
leam to private investors,
w|1‘n host teams retaining the
ing 51 per cent of

hitting sixes

LONDON: Southwick and
Shoreham Cricker Club, one
of the oldest ericket clubs in
the world, have imposed a
ban on the players from hit-
ting sixes
According w0 a report by
Daily Mail, the decision was
taken in the wake of a series
of complaints from the
neighbours, who claim that
their house windows, cars,
sheds and even people have
been in the wrath of big hit-
ters at Southwick and Shore-
ham Cricket Club, formed in
1790 near Brighton
Consequently, the clubs
have altered the rules of the
game where the first six will
be counted as no runs while
if a batter hits another one
during an innings on the
Green, he will be adjudged

out.

One of the club batters
heavily criticised the newly
introduced rule and termed it
"ridiculous”.

"Hitting the bowler for a
six out is part of the glory of
the sport. How can you ‘ban

‘s ridiculous
To take that away re-
moves the joy of it 1 don't
agree that the rules should be
tinkered with in this fashion."

Another  batter  said
"Everything is about health
and safety these days and in-
surance companies are charg-
ing a fortune 1o indemnify
sports clubs against acciden-
tal damage or injury 1 by-
standers

“If wou buy a house next
to a cricket ground then
you've got 1o expect a few
cricket balls in your garden. "

The West Sussex club
was founded during George
Ill's reign. The residential
dwellings  encircle the

round, which has brief
boundaries. The club has in-
stalled nets, but the sur-
rounding trees limit the
heights —Agency

Face of the Day

Name: Raman Nadeem
Location: Karachi
About me: Tlove taking selfies!

EllEIYt‘.‘S
But the hosts could sell

level and i |Iwmc:s at compe-
tition level - tha
thing we are ce
of," ECB chief
Richard Gould told reporters
during a conference call

"Different investor groups
have different needs, for
some it is about control of
what happens on the field, for
others it's the commercial el-
ement

"You're right about the
strength of the Indian market
- it represents probably 90
percent of the revenues com-
ing into the 1CC (Interna-

tional Cricket Council) and
we have seen the prolifera-
tion of IPL teams moving
outside of their home market
into other national markets. 1
think that's to be welcomed,”

2 he added.

The ca:

cle underpinned by the mass
enthusiasm for cricket in
India, the world's most popu-
lous nation, has changed the
sport's global landscape, with
plavers no longer needing 10
go through the grind of five-
day international  Test
matches in order 1o enjoy
lucrative careers

There is a view that IPI

owners, such as the billion-
aire Ambani family who
are in charge of the Mum-
bai Indians, would only be
interested in full control of
The Hundred team.

"There is certainly the
opportunity for people to
have potentially 100 per-
ownership,"  said

"t dupunds on the capa-
bilities they can bring both
in terms of finance and op-
eration delivery."

The ECB's director of
business operations
Vikram Banerjee said
while he had spoken to IPL
owners about the Hundred,
he was also open to offers
from American Football's
NFL.

"I've now met and spo-
ken to, a number of times,
all the IPL owners and
WPL (Women's Premier
League) owners that don't
overlap and there is inter-
est  there, from what
they've told me, which is
fantastic and lends into a
very exciting process,”
Banerjee said —Agency

ICC announces to review delivery of
T20 World Cup 2024

DUBAT The International

Cricket Council (ICC) on

Monday announced that they
will be reviewing the deliv-
ery of the recently-held T20
World Cup 2024 which ok
place in the United States and
West Indies.

The review will be over-
seen by three directors -
Roger Twose, Lawson
Naidoo, and Imran Khwaja -

who will report back 1o the fi

Board later this year
India won the T20 World
Cup by beating South Africa
in a thrilling final in
Bridgetown and lifted their
first ICC trophy since 2013
The ICC Annual Confer-

ence mncluded in (olnmbo
wday, and all 108 ICC mem-
bers of the ICC Board and
1CC Annual General Meeting
were present

The four-day conference

is themed "capitalising on [he
Olympic opportunity” as it
was confirmed earlier that
Cricker will be part of the
2028 Olympics which will be
held in Los Angeles

"The 1CC Board con-
firmed that there will be a re-
view into the delivery of the
1CC Men's T20 World Cup
2024. This will be overseen
by three directors, Roger
Twose, Lawson Naidoo and
Imran Khwaja who will re-
port back to the Board later
inthe year," the ICC saidin a
presser. “"USA Cricket and
Cricker Chile have been formally
put on niotice and have 12 months
w0 rectifiy their cusrent non-com-
pliance with the ICC Member-
ship Criteria. Neither Member is
corsidered o have in place a fit
for purpose detailed governance
and administrative swrocture and
Systems.—Agency

Pakistan's Arslan Ash
becomes five-time EVO

LAS VEGAS: Pakistan's E-
sports star Arslan Ash added
another feather to his cap by
winning his fifth EVO
Tekken § title for the fifth
time, defeating compatriot
Atif Butt in the Grand Finals
here.

Arslan emerged victori-
ous 3-1 in the winner's final
following which Atif locked
horns with Japan's Nobi in
the loser's final and out-
classed the latter to 3-0 to set
up the Grand Final with the
star Pakistan gamer.

Atif started the thrilling
Grand Final on a high as he
won the first game but Arslan
equalised.

Atif' then switched to
FENG and tied the score at
2-2. In the final round, how-
ever, Atif Butt appeared
favourite but Arslan Ash
landed a perfect hit to clinch
his fifih EVO ritle.

"T've done it again, Al-
hamdulillah, 5th EVO title in
the bag. but definitely not my

Tekken champion

last," Arslan posted on X,
formerly Twitter.
"This win is for Pakistan
and everyone out there push-
g boundaries! Onward and
upward! And to my critics,
I've still gotit, baby! And I'm
not done yet." he added.

Meanwhile, Atif Butt
showeased sportsman spirit
by terming Arslan Ash a de-
serving winner but shared
that he was not satisfied with
his performance.

"First of all. T would like
o thank all of mry supporters.
As a professional player, T al-
ways wanted to win an EVO.
It's a dream title of any
player. I have tried hardest to
win it, but failed & got the
(2nd position)," wrote Butt.

"I'm not really happy
with my performance. Still,
I'm thankful to Allah for
showering a lot of blessings
on me. T will work tirelessly
to present Pakistan at the
highest level. In Sha Allah,
he added —Agency

Global winners of ICC
Development Awards
announced

DUBAL The International
Cricket Council (ICC) on
Wednesday, July 17th, re-
vealed the global winners in
the ICC  Development
Awards 2023, with six
emerging nations honoured
for a range of groundbreak-
ing initiatives and outstand-
ing performances during the
last calendar vear.

Launched in 2002, the
1CC Development Awards
casts light on the world-lead-
ing work being carried out in
ICC  Associate  Member
countries to grow the game
globally, whether through in-
novative development pro-
grammes or through inspir-
ing efforts on the field of

2y
Mexico Cricket Associa-
tion were awarded the 1CC

Development Initiative of the
Year prize for pioneering
projects  which  included
sending a team to the Street
Child Cricket World Cup in
India, and for their unique
Cricket in Prisons pro-
gramme, in which they de-
liver cricket sessions in pris-
ons across Mexico City to
enhance the rehabilitation
and transformation of the
lives of inmaes

Oman Cricket claimed
the 100% Cricket Female
Cricker Initiative of the
Year for the Cricket4Her
programme, which pro-
vides unique participa-
tion opportunities  for
women and girls and a
valuable pathway
through to competitive
cricker. —Agency
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Britney Spears admits
'girl crush' on past tour
dancer

had on one of her former
dancers.

On Instagram, Spears
shared a photo of the
unidentified dancer, ex-
pressing her admiration
and respect for her.

In the caption, Spears
wrote, "The best!!l You
want to be great ... study
the greatest!!! She's my fa-
vorite always has
been!!! She's is a woman
to the highest degree with
skills  like no
other!!!"

"l do think she plays
herself down on Insta-
gram... but if you check
her work out and scroll

down she's the real deal!l!
She danced with me on a
tour 1 didn't love but she
did teach me how to snap
my head like a motherf----
=1 the Toxic  singer
added. Spears admitted she
never spoke much to the
dancer due to being "ex-
tremely socially shy” but
wanted to express her ad-
miration now.

She wrote, "I guess |
can tell her now I've al-
ways had a girl crush on
her for reals!!! Mad re-
spect!!]"”

Motably, this comes
shortly  after  Spears'
breakup with Paul Soliz,
which she addressed in an

Katy Perry gives glimpses of
love-ﬁlled vacation with Orlando Bloom

-

Katy Perry and Orlando
Bloom just displayed their
love for one another in their
latest update.

On Sunday, the 39-year-
old songstress took to her of-
ficial Instagram account to
upload a carousel of images
featuring her and Bloom

It seemed the couple were

Instagram post

o vacation according to the

post, that also featured an af-
fectionate exchange between

the two in a video.

Perry and Bloom could
n locking lips with
each other in front of a sun-
set as the singer wrapped
her arms around her beau
rubbed

be s

while  Bloom
Perry's back.

This ¢lip comes after

the first snap that shows
the Firework hit-maker
rocking a red patterned
swimsuit as she held multi-
ple floats

Set to the tune of her
latest song, Woman's
World, she cuptlom.d thc.
love-filled
"WOMAN'S WORLD si5-
ter/mother/partner/funtie/k

wntyfalmost 40 and FABU-
LOUS edition.”

In the third photograph,
Perry’s hand cold be seen
holding a cocktail next to
what seems to be her
daughter, Daisy Dove's
hand, whom she shares

. with Orlando Bloom and

was holding a cup of
chocolate ice cream
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Shifting of BISP Centre
demanded from Govt High
School Shadi Palli

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: In the remain-
ing week before the school
reopens, if the Benazir In-
come Support Program
(BISP) Centre is not relo-
cated from the high school
Shadi Palli to another site,

the school's cleanliness and
sanitation system will not im-
prove. There is a concem that
if the BISP Cnetre is not
moved soon, it may nega-
tively affect the students' ed-
ucation. The local commu-
nity has urged the Chief
Minister of Sindh, the Minis-

ter of Education and the DC
of Umerkot to expedite the
relocation of the BISP Centre
from the high school Shadi
Palli and to ensure that the
school is cleaned thoroughly.
This is necessary to prevent
any adverse impact on the
students’ education.

Former UC Secretary Jam
Bahadur Ali Khan's wife
passes away

By Hakim Baloch
JAM NAWAZ ALL The for-

mer UC Secretary Jam Ba- ||

hadur Ali Khan's wife has

passed away on Monday. Her |

funeral prayer was offered by
Jam Nawaz Ali. The funeral
pravers were attended by a
large number of political and

social leaders, including PPP {§

MPA Jam Shabbir Ali Khan,

Vice Chairman Jam Zaheer [

Ali Khan, Jam Sadig Ali. Mir
Sagar, Hakim Baloch, Shakir
Rajput, Imdad Baloch, and

GM Jungjo, among others. In
addition, the condolences and
expressions of sympathy are

s;nguing for Jam Bahadu Ali
Khan following the death of
his wafe.

Prisoner hangs himself at
Central Jail Larkana

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: In the Larkana
Central Jail. an  inmate
named Ghulam Haider, son
of Ghulam Hussain Jatoi, re-
portedly committed suicide
by hanging himself using a
cloth. According to jail au-
thorities, Ghulam Haider

Jatoi, a resident of Lashari
area in the Ratodero taluka,
was suffering from tubercu-
losis and had been admitted
to the jail's hospital. He took
his own life inside the bath-
room of the hospital, The
Larkana jail police stated that
Ghulam Haider Jatoi was in-
volved in a murder case reg-

istered in 2022 at the Lashari
i ation and was ser
ing time in jail for this case.
The incident has been re-
ported to his family. Follow-
ing the required legal proce-
dures under the supervision
of the relevant judicial mag-
istrate the body was handed
aver 10 the family

Hyderabad Man Dies After
Five-Day Electricity Suspension

HYDERABAD In a tragic
incident, a man lost his life
due to a five-day suspension
of electricity supply caused
by a transformer malfunc-
tion. The incident occurred in
Allah Dad Chand Goth,
within the jurisdiction of the
Phuleli Police Station.

The locals have been
struggling with the lack of
electricity, and the situation
has become dire with the re-

cent heatwave. Residents re-
port that they cannot obtain
walter to bathe the deceased
due to the power outage,
forcing them to purchase
water for the ritual washing
of the hady.

Drespite paying their elec-
tricity bills in full, the resi-
dents have not received any
power supply. They allege
that the HESCO (Hyderabad
Electric Supply Company)

staff’ demanded 60,000 ru-
pees for repairing the trans-
former. Even after collecting
and paying the amount, the
transformer has not been
fixed, according 10 the resi-
dents

This incident highlights
the urgent need for infra-
structure improvements and
accountability within utility
services 1o prevent such
tragedies in the future —RT

Heatwave Claims 11 Lives
In Hyderabad

HYDERABAD: In a tragic
m of events, 11 bodies, all
suspected 1o have succumbed
to the intense heat, were dis-
covered in various locations
across Hyderabad, media re-
ported on Monday

The Edhi Foundation re-
ported that these deaths are
attributed to the ongoing se-
vere heatwave. According 1o
Edhi sources, the bodies

were found in multiple areas:
one in the Thana section lim-
its, one in the Narajil limits,
1w in the Thana market area,
three near Civil Hospital, one
on Thana Hali Road, one in
‘Thana Ford, and two others
in unspecified locations

All the deceased have
been transported o the mor-
tuary of Hyderabad Civil
Hospital for further exami-

nation and identification.
Prior o this, the Health
Department confirmed the
deaths of nine individuals in
various hospitals in Karachi
due 10 the ongoing heat-
wave Ag of June 28, health
officials reported five farali-
ties a1 Abbasi Shaheed Hos-
pital, three at Jinnah Hospi-
tal, and one at
Hospital —RT

Arrested Munawar Solangi’s
family protests for his release

By Yousit Rind

NAWAR WALI MUHAM-
MAD: In protest against al-
leged police action, women
from the village of Khuda
Bux Solangi, including Fateh
Khatoon, Fatul Solangi,
Sahiban Solangi, and athers
gathered in front of the
Nawab Wali Muhammad
Press Club. They expressed
their grievances to journal-
ists, stating that the Nawab
Wali Muhammad police had
amrested Munawar Solangi on
charges of possessing ZA (a
type of Gutka) and then dis-
appeared him

The women clarified that

although Munawar had pre-
viously been involved in
such activities, he had since
stopped and now eams a liv-

ing through manual labor to

support his children. The
protesting  women  have
called on the SSP Shaheed
Benazirabad to ensure Man-
Zoor's release.

Shaheed Benazirabad’s civil society urges
for crackdown against drug dealers

By Farooq Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: In Nawab-
shah and surrounding areas,
the youth are being devas-
tated due to drug abuse.
Areas such as Sakrand, Sabu
Rahu, Panj Moro, Daur,
Bandhi, Jam Sahib, Qazi
Ahmed. Daultpur, Shahpur
Jahania and others are wit-
nessing severe 1ssues with
heroin, ice, whiskey, raw al-
cohol, hashish, opium, 221,
and injections. The wide-

spread availability of these
substances has contributed to
the

destruction  of  the
er generation and an
n thefts and crimes.
The community is pleased
with the police's effective ac-
tions against drug traffick-
ing, but citizens, civil soci-
ety, joumnalists, social
workers, and the SSPof Sha-
heed Benazirabad are urging
for a stronger crackdown on
drug dealers. They demand
that the heroin and 1 ade
in Nawabshah and surround-

ing cities be addressed ur-
gently to shut it down com-
pletely. The presence of
heroin and other drugs being
openly sold in main city
squares and medical stores,
along with visible injections
and ice, has led to many
families being devastated
and numerous youths lying
on the streets. There is a call
for immediate action against
drug traffickers to prevent
further loss of valuable lives
and to combat the drug trade

Civil | §

elfectively

PTI protests

against

MPA Adeel Ahmed

former

Gazetted Field Officers
of NCHD demand rights

for em

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: The PTI Students
Federation Hyderabad Divi-
sion leaders staged a protest
at the Kotri District Press
Club against the arrest of PTI
Students Federation Presi-
dent and former MPA Adeel
Ahmed. They chanted slo-
gans and expressed their
grievances to the media, as-
serting that Adeel Ahmed is

been falsely implicated in
fabricated cases. During the
protest, PT1 leaders from Hy-
derabad spoke to the media,
accusing the PDM govern-
ment of being desperate and
asserting that their leaders
have been arrested and
trapped in false cases related
to the events of May 9. They
demanded the release of their
leaders.

Mayor Advocate
Anwar Ali Luhur
distributes

gratuity

cheques

R ]

By Saleem Scomro

LARKANA: In Larkana,
Mayor Advocate Anwar Ali
Luhur distributed gratuity
cheques among retired em-
ployees. On this occasion,
Pakistan People’s Party City
District Larkana President
Khair Muhammad Shaikh,

T

Deputy Mayor Muhammad
Amin Shaikh and Municipal
Commissioner Dr. Javed
Abbasi were also present
The employees expressed
their gratitude and offered
prayers for the Mayor of
Larkana and others upon re-
ceiving  their  gratiry
checks.

Services of Mayor
Abdul Rauf Ghori
lauded

By Younis Chandio

MIRPURKHAS:  Mayor
Abdul Rauf Ghori has
taken another commend-
able step for the residents of
Mirpurkhas by addressing a
longstanding issue related
to electricity. Due to the
lack of electricity, water
supply from the Bahawal
Khan Lashari Water Supply
Pumping Station was facing
delays. Mayor Abdul Rauf

Ghori's personal efforts, the
Municipal ~ Corporation
Mirpurkhas promptly sub-
mitted demand notices, and
work is now underway to
install electricity poles by
HESCO. This project is ex-
pected to be completed
soon. The residents of Mir-
purkhas have praised
Mayor Abdul Rauf Ghori's

public service and actions,
expressing their gratitude
for his efforts.

Two injured in
Soomro-Pathan clash

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: In Kotri SITE
Area, a clash erupted be-
tween the Soomro and
Pathan communities after
a motorcycle accident.
During the altercation,
Deedar Soomro was in-
Jured. To intervene and
stop the clash, members
of the Panwhar commu-
nity were also injured by
the Pathan group. The in-
cident took place in
Bihar Colony when
Deedar Sopmro was re-

turning to his shop from
Bihar and was hit by a
motorcycle ridden by
Pathan community
vouths, During the con-
flict, the Pathan group
confronted the rickshaw
passengers, leading to
further violence. Two
yvoung men from the Pan-
whar community were
also injured in the scuf-
fle. A report (NC) has
been filed at the police
station against the Pathan
community involved in
the incident

By Naz Solangi

KUMB: A meeting of the
Gazetted Field Officers of
the Federal Ministry of Fed-
eral Education and Profes-

sional Training, NCHD was !

held in Shaheed Benazirabad

(Nawabshah). The meeting |

was attended by a large num-
ber of field officers from Hy-

derabad, Sukkur, Larkana,

Shikarpur, Khairpur Mir's,
Tande Allahyar, Tando
Muhammad Khan,
Jamshoro, Mirpurkhas,
Badin, Naushahro Feroze,

I

il

Y

Sanghar, Nawabshah and
other cities. During the meet-
ing, it was reported that
NCHD Head Office officers
in Islamabad had been intim-
idating and pressuring em-
ployees to work under the
Benazir Income Support Pro-
gram'’s National Socio-Eco-
nomic  Registry  Survey
(NSER) without a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MOU) and proper mobility
agreements.  Additionally,
cormuption was alleged in the
BISP Waseela-e-Taleem pro-
gram, where directors at the
Head Office were acoused of
misappropriating funds and
making unauthorized deduc-
tions from field officers’
camings, despite their hard
work. Shafi Mallah criticized
these practices, stating that
NCHD officers had allegedly
exploited the organization.
He expressed concerns that
over 1,500 field officers
across Pakistan are being

pressured to relocate to
provinces, despite such trans-
fers being under the junsdic-
tion of the Pakistan CCI
{Council of Common Inter-
ests), which includes em-
ployee protection measures.
Shafi Mallah emphasized
that NCHD Head Office offi-
cials had started treating em-
ployees like slaves, but now
all gazetted employees in
Grade 16 have united. Other
leaders, including Nazir Shar,
Sada Mirani, Qamar Rajar,
Khadim Baladi. and Ghulam
Mustafa Sagar, stated that
employees would no longer
be misled by non-commis-
sioned NCHD officers or be
part of any conspiracy. They
highlighted that employees
are entitled to their dues and
time-scale promotions after
ten vears of service, which
have not been implemented
Legal cases regarding illegzal
show-cause  notices  and
transfers are ongoing. The

employees expressed full
confidence in the judiciary
and the Ministry of Federal
Education to resolve their le-
gitimate issues prompily. The
meeting concluded with a
consensus to form working
committees, emphasize quar-
terly meetings, and resolve

issues through legal chan
with the ministry and jud
a

Ty

They also declared their
disassociation from any plans
of provincial transfers pro-
posed by provincial directors.
Notable attendees included
Hakeem Jarwar, Kazim
Bhutto, Abdullah Rahujo,
Tanveer Pathan, Asif Jamani,
Israr Dhamrah, Darva Khan
Umrani. Razag Jalalani,
Ghulam Mustafa Bughio,
Syed Zulfigar Shah, Ghulam
Mustafa Soomro, Abdul Hai
Mangi. Talib Dahri. Mir
Muhammad — Dal, ljaz
Soomro, and Majid Shah
Akhtar Sathio amonyg others

Tharparkar Law
Students Association holds
Thar Law Conference

By Ashraf Kunbhar

MITHI: In the Thar Law
Conference, informed stake-
holders have stated that de-
struction is oceurning in the
name of development in
Thar, and no mountain, in-
cluding Karconjhar, should
be cut. The victory will be-
long to Karoonjhar. The Thar
Law Conference was organ-
ized by the Tharparkar Law
Students Association at the
Mithi Press Club, attended
by a large number of stu-
dents, civil society members,
and political and social fig-
ures. Addressing the confer-
ence, young writer Kabir
Bheel said that the law does
not permit selling land and
resources. The rulers are de-
ceiving the people and sell-
ing the homeland. Every citi-
zen should read and
understand the law 1o be
aware of their rights and re-
sponsibilities. Kabir Bheel
emphasized that basic rights
should be included in the pri-

mary curriculum 1o make
people aware of their rights
Duning the conference, vari-
ous speakers gave lectures on
legal awareness. Advocate
Khansa Waseem mentioned
that women  becoming
lawyers would themselves
become an authority. Lawyer
Rahman Korai said that
human rights are being vio-
lated in Pakistan. Advocate
Ahsan Ali Arain stated that
young lawyers are bringing
innavation to the legal field
Advocate Vasand Thari said
that destruction is happening
in Thar in the name of devel-
opment and Thar is being
sold illegally. Lawyer Dhan-
raj Palani said thar false FIRs
have made the lives of the
poor miserable and there is a
nzed to understand the FIR
Lawyer Subhash Sharma
stated that a good lawyer can
be a protector of the home-
land. A panel discussion
against the cutting of K.
roonjhar was held, featuring
Advocate Shankar Meghwar,

Allah Rakhio Khoso, and
Poonam Singh, who have
fought the case for Karoon-
jhar.  Advocate Shankar
Meghwar said that the Sindh
Lovernment wants to cut Ka-
roanjhar and that he has filed
acontempt of court case The
company will not win against
Karoonjhar Allah Rakhio
Khoso said that as long as
they are alive, they will not
allow Karoonjhar to be cut

Resident of Kharsar, Poonam
Singh, said that the residents
of Kharsar will resist the cut-
ting of the mountains. Thar
Law Students Association or-
ganizer Gulshan Sharma wel-
comed the guests, Anil
Meghani expressed gratitude,
and Sagar Meghwar and
Hafsa Khuhare performed
the duties of comparing.
Rahat Fakir presented a Wai
of Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif
Bhinai (RA). The organizers
of the Thar Law Conference,
including Sharma, Vinod
Parmar, Faiz Rahmon, and
others, welcomed the guests

AC Raja Qureshi, Deputy
Director SFA Ghulam Ali Buledi
visit Sindh Small Industries

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The Assis-
tant Commissioner
Larkana Raja Qureshi,
along with Deputy Direc-
tor of Sindh Food Au-
thority ~ Ghulam Al
Buledi and his team, con-
ducted an inspection of
factories and industrial
units established in Sindh
Small Industries in the
city. During the visit,
fines amounting to thou-
sands of rupees were im-
posed on the owners of
factories and industrial
units for using harmful
substances and lacking
proper cleanliness and

sanitation measures. In a
media briefing, Assistant
Commissioner Raja
Qureshi stated that at the
request of the Sindh Food
Authority, a visit was
made to factories and in-
dustrial units producing
salt, ice, biscuits, and
other products in Sindh
Small Industries. He
highlighted that the own-
ers of factories and indus-
trial units using harmful
substances for human
health and not maintain-
ing proper cleanliness
were fined by the Sindh
Food Authority. They
were instructed to use
quality products and ad-

here to strict cleanliness
and sanitation practices
Deputy Director Ghulam
Ali Buledi of the Sindh
Food Authority men-
tioned that this action
was taken following the
directives of the Sindh
government and district
administration. A total
fine of 30,000 rupees was
imposed on the negligent
factory and unit owners,
and they were directed to
comply with the Standard
Operating  Procedures
{SOPs). He warned that
strict action would be
taken against those fail-
ing to adhere to these
guidelines.

LS Fayaz Hussain Memon

leads recovery campaign in
Thari Mirwah

By M lgbal Soomro

THARI MIRWAH: In
Thari Mirwah, Line Su-
perintendent Fayaz Hus-
sain Memon, along with
his team, visited the city
and villages to recover
outstanding SEPCO hills.
Fayaz Hussain Memon
collected some payments
from consumers in in-

stallments and gave them
a few days to pay the re-
maining bills.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Line Superinten-
dent Fayaz Hussain
Memon said that efforts
are being made to re-
cover outstanding elec-
tricity dues on the orders
of the Executive Engi-
neer of Ramipur, He

stated that electricity
consumers owe millions
of rupees, and for this
reason, the team continu-
ously visits the villages.
He further added that
strict action will soon be
taken against illegal con-
nections, and cases will
be filed against those in-
volved in  electricity
theft
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Sharjeel Launches
Hawkes Bay Route For
People's Bus Serv1ce

KARACHI: Sindh Trans-
port Minister Sharjeel
Inam Memon on Monday
inaugurated a new route
of the Peoples Bus Ser-
vice from Hawkes Bay to
Tower.

"Sindh government
has always tried to pro-
vide relief to people,"
Sharjeel Memon said in
his inauguration re-
marks. "We are launch-
ing a new bus route from
Mauripur to Tower, pro-
viding an inexpensive
travel with AC facility,"
he added.

Sindh Transport De-
partment had earlier an-
nounced to launch three
new routes of the Peo-

ples Bus Service in
Karachi
Transpert  Minister

said that the new routes
for the Peoples Bus Ser-
vice include Hawkes Bay
te Tower, which will
commence operations on
July 22, and an extension

i
of Route 12.
From July 23, the

Peoples Bus will start its
service from Qaidabad,

Korangi, and Memeon
Goth to Tower, which
was earlier from
Khokharapar.

Additionally, an elec-
tric bus route will be in-
troduced from Kathore to
Numaish, starting on
July 24, and a new route
from Yousuf Goth to
Tower will begin opera-
tions on July 25,

The transport minister

said that the aim of these

new routes is to provide
affordable transportation
services to the citizens of
Karachi. Replying to
media questions, he said
that this system and the
government both will
run. "Some people are
talking negative, but I am
saying with full responsi-
bility that nothing will
|1appe|1 what they are
saying. Conditions are
difficult and challenging
but Pakistan will move
ahead". he added —RT

Sindh Minister Saeed Ghani Swears
In New Office-Bearers Of Malir
Press Club

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: Provincial Min-
ister Saeed Ghani empha-
sized the vital role of joumal-
ism in democracy during a
ceremony  at the District
Press Club Malir. In his ad-
dress, Provincial Minister
Saeed Ghani acknowledged
the crucial role of joumalism
in the restoration of democ-
racy. noting that during peri-
ods of military rule, joumal-
ists, like political workers,
also became targets. He reit-
erated the Pakistan People’s
Party's (PPP) commitment 1o
supporting free journalism
and vowed to make efforts 1o
resolve journalists’ issues
Minister Ghani stated that
Journalism is a sacred profes-
sion, and the sacrifices made
by journalists cannot be for-
gotten. He praised journalists
for their significant role in
the restoration of democracy.
He highlighted that the PPP
has always worked for the
welfare of journalists. He
also asserted that, like press
clubs across Sindh, the Dis-
trict Press Club Malir de-
serves an annual grant as it is
their right. Furthermore,
journalists from the District
Press Club Malir will be pro-
vided plots in the MDA
(Master Development Au-
thority) similar to those given
o Karachi Press Club jour-
nalists. Ghani emphasized
that if media is not free, nei-
ther is the judiciary, and if
democracy in the country is
not free, then democracy it-
self is compromised. He as-
serted that the importance of
media and judiciary is inter-
twined with democracy. His-
torically, when military rule

has emerged, democracy has
been undermined, with polit- was
ical parties, judiciary, and
media being the pimary tar-
gets. He acknowledged the
immense sacrifices made by
media personnel in challeng-
ing conditions and eriticized
those who misuse the n
of media for personal gain,
noting that such issues are
not limited to media but are
also present in political par-
ties and among lawyers.
MPA Raja Abdul Razzaq
Baloch, President of PPP
Malir. addressed the gather-
ing, praising the journalists
of the District Press Club
Malir for representing
Karachi's rural areas and ad-
dressing their issues by
bringing their voices to the
assembly. He acknowledged
the journalists’ efforts in
standing up for truth and jus-
tice during military rule, call-
ing Malir a stronghold of the
PPP. He expressed hope that
the newly elected officials of
the District Press Club Malir
would continue 1o represent
the voice of the people of
Malir and address their issues

was attended by various dig
nitaries, including Deputy
Mayor Karachi Salman Ab-
dullah  Murad  Baloch,
Provincial Advisor Muham-
mad Saleem Baloch, DC
Malir Irfan Salam Meman,
and other political, social,
and media personalities.
Later, District Press Club
Malir  President  Hanif
Seomro and General Sec-
retary Syed Rahim Shah
spoke, highlighting that
Malir's journalists have
consistently brought pub-
lic issues to the forefront
through their work. They
have played a significant
role in the restoration of
democracy and have con-
tinued their welfare activ-
ities despite the lack of
grants from the Sindh gov-
ernment. They requested
that journalists' welfare be
included in government in-
centives. Before conclud-
ing, Provincial Minister
Saeed Ghani adminis-
tered the oath to the
journalists of the Dis-
trict Press Club Malir

Syed Hassan Farooqui: Only
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari Can Lead
Country Out Of Current Crises

KARACHI: Syed Hassan Fa-
rooqui, the Central Deputy
Secretary of the Pakistan
Naujawan Ingilabi Party,
stated in a press conference
that the only way to free our-
selves from the IMF is to
eliminate bribery and take

stringent measures fo collect §
taxes to provide relief to the |g

public. He claimed that the

N >~
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the United States does not
pay attention, a severe cri-
sis could occur in the
country. Syed Hassan Fa-
rooqui called for strict ac-
tions against those who
have embezzled billions of
dollars in mineral re-
sources, and emphasized
that a thorough accounta-
bility process is needed for

Pakistan People’s Party save Pakistan, as democ- the billions of dollars
and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari racy is on the brink of col- worth of copper embezzled
are the only ones who can 1apse He warned that if by KSC.—RT

AC Anis Ahmed Abbas

Leads Operation Against
Price Gougers

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: On the direc-
fives of Deputy Commis-
sioner Malir Irfan Salam
Memon, Assistant Commis-
sioner Bin  Qasim  Anis
Ahmed Abbasi has taken ac-
fion against shopkeepers in
Gulshan-e-Hadeed who were
charging extra rates. In Gul-
shan-¢-Hadeed Phase | and
2, Assistant Commissioner
Bin Qasim conducted oper-
ations against various shop-
keepers, imposing fines for

charging extra rates and is-
Suing warnings 1o several

shopkeepers. Many shops
were reprimanded for not
dizplaying the official price
lists, Deputy Commissioner
Malir Irfan Salam Memon
stated that a crackdown
against those charging extra
rates has been initiated. Ac-
tions have been taken
against profiteers, including
fines and wamings in vari-
ous subdivisions. The cam-
paign against shopkeepers
selling  essential  items
above the official prices
will continue

effectively. The ceremony ||

Electric Vehicles
Essential To Combat
Pollution And Save
Fuel, Says Jam
Ikramullah Dharejo

KARACHI: A meeting was
held in the Sindh Secretariat,
chaired by Provincial Minis-
ter for Industries and Com-
merce  Jam  Ikramullah
Dharejo, with representatives
from the Yusuf Dewan
Group. Attendees included
Secretary Industries and
Commerce  Muhammad
Yasin Shar Balech, MD Site
Ghazanfar Ali Qadri, and
Dewan Group representa-
tives Hasan Zafar, Saad
Murad Khan, Captain (retd)
Kashif Riaz, and Salcha Has-
san.

Provincial ~ Minister
Dharejo emphasized the
urgent need for electric ve-
hicles to combat environ-
mental pollution, noting
that Pakistan is one of the
most polluted countries in
the world. He stated that

local manufacturing of
electric vehicles would not
only reduce foreign ex-
change expenditures but
also create employment

He Iughllghled the need
for small-sized fire trucks
that can navigate narrow
streets and slum areas effi-
ciently. Dharejo  also
stressed the importance of
installing more charging
stations and promoting the
use of electric vehicles
among the public. He as-
sured the Dewan Group
representatives that the
Sindh government would
fully support the promo-
tion of the automobile in-
dustry and advocate for the
use of electric vehicles in
government depart-
ments. —RT

UAE Introduces Zero
Bureaucracy Initiative
To Support Pakistani
Businessmen

>

KARACHL In a positive
move for the stability of Pak-
istan's economy, UAE Prime
Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum has
decided to implement a Zero
Bureaucracy policy, elimi-
nating unnecessary hurdles
1o facilitate and expedite
business for Pakistani entre-
preneurs.

The Karachi Entrepre-
neur Organization recently
visited the UAE Consulate,
where UAE Consul Gen-
eral Bakheet Arig al-Ru-
miti conducted a workshop
titled "Zero Bureaucracy.”
The workshop aimed to
eliminate interference in
business operations,

streamline processes, and
save traders time

Consul General al-Ru-
miti explained that with
this initiative, Pakistani
husinessmen can now con-
duct business in the UAE
without facing unneces-
sary bureaucratic obsta-
cles. He emphasized that
businessmen can easily
start their ventures by vis-
iting the UAE Consulate in
Karachi.

The goal of this initia-
tive by the UAE govern-
ment is to stabilize Pak-
istan's economy, boost
exports, and provide sub-
stantial support to Pak-
istani businesses —RT

Alleged

KARACHI: A young couple
who had contracted free-will
marmiage was found dead in-
side their home in the Mang-
hopir area of Karachi on
Monday, media reported
quoting police

According to Senior Su-
perintendent of Police (35P)
West  Hafeerur  Rehman
Bugti, the bodies of the cou-
ple, identified as Adil and
Sidra, were found inside their
house with gunshot wounds.

The police officer said
that the preliminary investi-
gations revealed that the cou-
ple had married a few
months ago and were living
in hiding in Sultanabad_

Couple Killed In

'Honor'

Crime

Hafeezur Rehman Bugti

covered their whereabouts,
and her brothers allegedly
opened fire on the couple,
killing them both.

The SSP West confirmed
that the double murder was
an honor killing, saying that
the police are curremly in-
vestigating the incident fur-
ther—RT/Agency

KARACHI: Sardar \lanzuor Ahmed Khan Kakar is
meeting with the Nawab of Junagarh, Nawab Murtaza
Khan on the first death anniversary of his father Late
Nawab Jahangir Khan of Junagarh.—RT

AKU-EB Recognized For
Contribution To Global
Educational Assessment

Standards

KARACHI: The Aga Khan
University  Examination
Board {AKU-EB) proudly
announces its significant role
in developing the Interna-
tional Standards for Educa-
tional Assessment, launched
by the Intemational Associa-
tion for Education Assess-
ment (IAEA) in May 2024,
These standards set global
benchmarks for best prac-
tices in inations and as-

ganizations to engage in self-
reflection and critical review
of their practices

The creation of these

standards was a seven-year
effort led by the IAEA
Recognition  Committee,

with members from various
countries. Pakistan was rep-
resented by Dr. Naveed
Yousuf, CEQ of AKU-EE,
who played a pivotal role on

sessments.

Aligned with IAEA's vi-
sion, the standards ensure
valid, reliable, and fair as-
sessment decisions across
various contexts. They pro-
vide operational and techni-
cal guidance, encouraging or-

the Their diligent
efforts have resulted in a ro-
bust framework reflecting
global best practices in edu-
cational assessment.

In its 2024 report, the
TAEA expressed gratitude
to all organizations in-
volved in the pre-pilot and

pilot evaluation of these
standards, including AKU-
EB. Assessment organiza-
tions from Azerbaijan, Sin-
gapore, Hong Kong,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, the
UK, the Netherlands,
Bahrain, and others also
played crucial roles.

AKU-EB's involvement
in this initiative underscores
its commitment to advanc-
ing educational assessment
practices. By contributing
to the development of these
international  standards,
AKU-EB reaffirms its com-
mitment to providing high-
quality, fair, reliable, and
valid educational assess-
ments.—RT

PSX Adopts One-Share
Marketable Lot For Greater
Investor Convenience

KARACHTL: Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) has suc-
cessfully transitioned to a
Omne-Share Lot system for
investor transactions on the
rtgulnn market, aligning
with international best prac-
tices. Previously, the mini-
mum marketable lot sizes
for listed companies varied
from 20, 50, 100, and 500
shares based on their prices.
This change aims to en-
hance investor convenience
and streamline stock market
(ransactions.

As a frontline regulator,
PSX is committed 10 adding
value 1o its customer expe-
rience and facilitating in-
vestors and stakeholders
The transition to the One-

| Share Lot began on April

19, 2024, and was executed
in multiple phases on a
weekly basis to ensure a
smooth  and  efficient
process. The conversion
was based on a comprehen-
sive evaluation conducted
by the Exchange

The new lot size is ex-

pected to offer numerous
benefits to investors, in-
cluding

Increased Retail Partici-
pation: Smaller lot sizes
make high-priced stocks
more affordable for retail
investors, resulting in
higher liquidity and im-
proved trading volumes

Balanced Portfolios: In-
vestors with limited capital
can now afford a wider
range of stocks, allowing
for more balanced portfo-
lios.

Elimination of Cdd Lot
Markets:  Investors no
longer need to trade in odd
lot markets at a discount,
promoting accessibility,

:>|mp\|||ed Operations
The single lot size reduces
the need 1o track multiple
lot sizes, minimizing ad-
ministrative and operational
burdens for investors and
securities brokers

Mr. Farrukh H. Khan,
MD & CEO of PSX, ex-
pressed his satisfaction with
the transition, stating, "This

is a significant step forward
for Pakistan Stock Ex-
change, particularly bene-
fitting small investors. The
shift to a One-Share Lot
aligns with international
best practices and moves
PSX closer to global stan-
dards, enhancing maﬂ\m
compatibility, comp:
ness, and accessibility
From larger scale achieve-
ments like promoting ESG,
introducing products like
ETFs and PRIDE. and de-
veloping the investor edu-
cation web-app My Portfo-
lio, 1o transaction-level
improvements such as the
One-Share Lot trading fa-
cility, PSX is at the fore-
front of enhancing and
improving the customer
experience. 1 thank the
SECP for their support
and congratulate all stake-
holders and market partic-
ipants, especially the
small investors of the
Stock Exchange, on this
heneficial develop-
ment."—RT

Costly IPP Electricity
Forces Industries To
Close: KATI

KARACHI: President Ko-
rangi Association of Trade
and Industry (KATI) on
Monday said that the IPP
agreements and expensive
electricity has pushed in-
dustries on the verge of
devastation

President KATI lohar
Ali Qandhari has stated thar
the IPPs, expensive elec-
tricity and huge taxes have
pushed industries in Ko-
rangi to ruins, "Payments
being made in dollars for
the electricity which is not
being utilized"

He said that 330 indus-
tries have been closed and
big industries have curtailed
their units in Korangi, while
60,000 workers have been
unemploved

He said the contracts
with IPPs are unjust and

stressed for review of the
IPP contracts, otherwise the
situation will become more
serious that will bring in-
dustries and exports to
standstill.

“We are getting electric-
ity on 16 10 17 cents per
unit, which is being sup-
plied in neighboring coun-
try by 5106 cents,” he said

An outcry against ex-
pensive electricity and ca-
pacity payments to IPPs
from general public as
well as industrialists pre-
vailed in the public do-
main. Recently wvarious
trade bodies and chambers
of commerce across the
country have lamented
agains the impact of in-
flated electricity tariffs in
the country

Former caretaker min-

ister Gohar Ejaz in a social
media statement on Sun-
day said that the IPPs
bemo paid large capacity
amounts without generat-
ing electricity.

Former minister said,
"There is a clause of "ca-
pacity payments" in all
these contracts that allows
inflated profits " He said,
due to this clause stagger-
ing capacity payments
made to the IPPs" he
added

He had also demanded
representation 1o all stake-
holders in the National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA).

He also demanded that
the agreements with the
IPPs should be converted
into  "take and pay”
mode —RT

President Of SITE Association
Demands Rationalization Of
Power Tariff

KARACHI: President of the
SITE Association of Industry,
Muhammad Kamran Arbi,
has issued a press statement
urging the government to ad-
dress the issue of exorbitant
electricity tariffs for all con-
sumer categories, particularly
for export and general indus-
tries. He calls for the tarifis
to be rationalized, consider-

ing the actual cost of per unit
production.

Arbi highlighted the un-
rest among the business com-
munity due to high electricity
bills, which are making in-
dustries, especially export-
oniented ones, uncompetitive

international markets. Pak-

an's competitors, including
Bangladesh, India, Indonesia,
Vietnam, and Egypt, have an
edge due to lower energy
costs,

He emphasized that Pak-
istan lacks a competitive
edge in terms of industrial
energy input prices and is at

the bottom of the list. Indus-
trial production require:
ergy secunity, with utilities

% Tag

pipedream. The contracts
signed with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) are

. the root cause of the exorbitant

described the current situation

"alarming” and called for
immediate govemment inter-
vention to keep the wheels of
industry moving, He stressed
that essential to ensure
that the labor force remains
employed and that the country
does not loge export orders in

¢ intemnational market.

"Energy security is a basic
requisite for industnal growth
anywhere in the world. How-
ever, for us, it remains a

power tanff. The capacity pay-
ment has crossed alarming
levels wathout any significant
addition to el city con-
sumption. This burden is
being transferred to con-
sumers who are already crum-
bling under high inflation,”
said Arbi. The SAI President
appealed to the Prime M]ms-
ter, the Finance Minis d
the Energy Minister to imme-
diately address the matter
and take urgent remedial
measures in the nation’s
larger interest —RT
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Imran Khan And Bushra Bibi Request
'International-Standard Jail
Amenities' From IHC

ISLAMABAD: Incarcerated
Pakistan  Tehreck-¢
(PTI) founder Imran Khan
and his wife Bushra Bibi
have approached the Islam-
abad High Court (THC) to get
jail amenities in line with in-
ternational standards.

The former prime minis-
ter and the ex-first lady filed
a petition in the [HC on
Monday to seek high-quality
facilities at Rawalpindi's
Adiala Jail via their lawyer
Azhar Siddique.

Secretaries of cabinet, in-
terior and law were made
parties in the plea. Moreover,
the THC was also prayed to
add the Punjab chief secre-
tary, the Federal Inves
tion Agency (FIA), the
tional Accountability Bureau
(NAB), and Islamabad In-
spector General (I1G) as par-
ties in the case

The petition sought supe-
ror jail facilities for Imran,
Bushra and other political
prisoners besides looking to-
wards the high court to sum-
mon a detail on the duo’s

-Insaf

prison cells and facilities.
Additionally, the IHC

was prayed to order the Adi-

ala Jail administration to en-

international conventions,

- constitutional sections and

Jjail rules for the political in-
mates.

It was also requested that
a complete list of those per-
sons who wanted to meet the
jailed PTI founder at the
Rawalpindi jail should be
summoned, as well as a re-
port on the duration of their
meetings.

The lawyer, in his peti-

sure the implementation of

tion, also pleaded with the
court to ascertain the reasons
from relevant authorities if
the ex-premier was kept in
solitary confinement.

The fresh petition was
filed after the deposed prime
minister, who was ousted
from his office via a no-con-
fidence in 2022, claimed in
an interview with The Sun-
day s lhrough his
lawyers that he was impris-
aned in a death cell, where

“terrorists™ are kept to ensure
“they have no contact with
anyone”

However, the federal cab-

inet rejected the jailed ex-
premier’s claims a day ago
and termed his prison cell a
"presidential suite" which is
"better than a middle-class
person’s house".

As Imran remains behind
bars, he has kept claiming
that he's not being provided
several facilities, but to set
the record straight, the gov-
emment submitted documen-
tary evidence of facilities
being provided to the PTI
founder in Adiala jail. rebut-
ting his claims that he was
being kept in solitary con-
finement.

The pictures shared with
the court showed that the PTI
founder was provided with
several facilities that a com-
mon prisoner cannct imaging
— since he's a former prime
minister,

Imran has an exercise
bike and stretching belt for
physical fitmess, books, a
separate kitchen, a special
menu, an exclusive gallery
for a walk, LED, a room
cooler, and a study table.

The 7l-year-old crick-
eter-turned-politician  has
been in prison for more than
a year in a plethora of cases,
including the Toshakhana,
cipher, and the un-Islamic
marriage cases. His wife has
also been behind bars for
months.

However, a court sus-
pended his sentence in the
Toshakhana case, while other
courts overtumed his convie-
tions in the cipher and iddat
cases, respectively.

‘While there were hopes
for Imran and Bushra's re-
lease in July, they were
dashed when NAB arrested
them on fresh charges related
to the sale of state gifts. The
chances of Imran's release
from jail further dimmed
after the Lahore police de-
clared his arrest in several
cases related to the May 9,
2023, riots, that erupted after
his detainment from the THC
premises last year in which
protesters targeted govern-
ment and military installa-
tions. —RT/ Agency

Omar Ayub Claims 'Digital
Terrorism' Narrative
Aimed At Undermmlng PTI

ISLAMABAD: Secretary-
General — of  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Omar
Ayub, stated on Monday that
the narrative of "digital ter-
rorism" was being con-
structed and that laws were
being used to undermine
their party.

Party's chairman Gohar
Ali Khan and former NA
speaker Asad Oaiser, also in-
teracted with the presser that
was led by Ayub at the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa House in
Islamabad today (Monday ).

Islamabad Police ar-
rested PTI's  Information
Secretary Raoof Hasan from
the party's Central Secre-
tariat on Monday for al-
legedly running a digital
media cell engaged in propa-
ganda against Pakistan and
its integrity.
"The PT1's digital media
cell has become a centre for
[spreading] imternational
disinformation, from where
anti-Pakistan propaganda is
disseminated globally,” the
police said after the raid on
the PTI office

Shortly before the PTI
statement, Director General
Inter-Services Public Rela-
rions (DG ISPR) Lieutenant
General
Chaudhry told a press con-
ference in Rawalpindi, "It is
time for the nation ro stand
up against militants and dig-
ital terrorists.”

"Digital terrorism is
being done on social media
The army is standing up
against rerrorists and digital

Ahmed  Sharif

terrorists. The time has come
for the entire nation 1o stand
up agamst them," the DG
ISPR said without naming
any entity.

Condemning Hasan's ar-
rest, the PTT chairman said
the party would fight for him
and added that the police
had seized all records from
the party's main office. He
stated that the party would
leave no resource untapped
to ger Hasan released at the
earliest.

The PT1 chief hoped that
the eourt would set him free
as there were no cases
against him. “We haven't
been briefed about the FIR
{first information report) so
far," he said

The government had said
it would take parliament into
confidence over the plan o
launch a military operation,
the Azm-e-Istehkam opera-
tion, against terrorism,
Gohar said adding thar the
briefing never took place
however

He said thar several PTI

lawmakers had been booked
ever since the Supreme
Court announced its short
order in the reserved seats'
case, adding that, the apex
court’s ruling would be im-
plemented

The PTI's central secre-
lariat was sealed before
noon on Monday and police
ook away all the affidavits
of the PTI's MNAs and
MPAs regarding their affili-
ation with the parry, Gohar
said The PTI chief said that
he had s1ayed with Hasan for
a while after the later's ar-
rest because the PT1 infor-
mation secretary was un-
well; however, the police
asked him to leave as there
was no case apainst
him During  the presser,
Ayub termed Hasan's arrest
as an act of desperation on
the government's part after
the SC's reserved sears' rul-
ing. Today's police raid
was meant to snatch the
affidavits of the PTI's
MNAs and MPAs, he
said —RT/Agency

Pakistan Lifts Ban On
Passports For Asylum
Seekers Abroad

ISLAMABAD: After impos-
ing restrictions on the is-
suance of travel documents
to asylum seekers abroad for
over a month, the federal
govemment has lifted the ban
on handing over passports to
overseas Pakistanis seeking
refuge in foreign countries.
The decision was taken in
a high-level session chaired
by Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Senator
Ishag Dar on Monday. They
reviewed the previous deci-
sion to suspend the issuance
of Pdkmanl passports to asy-
b d.

attended by secretaries of the
ministries of foreign affairs
and interior, senior offic
and others, also mulled over
important matters related to
the welfare of overseas na-
tionals, a declaration read.

A circular regarding the
restrictions was issued on
Tune 5, 2024, to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and other
relevant authorities

According to the letter,
the step was taken in "na-
tional interest under national
security and international

commitment”

Furthermore, Dar also re-
ceived a briefing from con-
cerned officials over the

s smooth and timely issuance

of travel documents to na-
tionals residing in foreign
countries.

In today's session, the
federal government decided
10 185U¢ PASSpOTts 0 OVerseas
Pakistanis within 60 days.

The ban on the issuance
of passports fo asylum seek-
ers had been imposed by the
Passport and Immigration

irectorate which was noti-
fied via a letter Jast month,
The News reported

It said that Pakistanis who

have applied for asylum

ahloaul or who have already
ed  asylum  abroad,

wuuld not be issued pass-

ports, the publication said

Pakistani nationals prefer-
entially seek asylum in the
United Kingdom, the United
States, Germany, and Nor-
way.

However, these countries
do not share data with the
Pakistani government, which
blocks direct access for the
latter’s immigration authori-
ties o track visa statuses

As a result, the federal
government decided in June
to block the issuance of
passports to these individu-
als, citing "national inter-
ests” —RT/Agency

PM: Government
Taking All Possible Steps To
Create A Business-Friendly

Environment For

Investors

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday expressing
the government’s resolve 1o
increase investment in the
country, said the govemment
was taking all possible sieps
1o provide business friendly
environment o the wraders
and investors.Chairing a
meeting on increase in in-
vestment and capacity of fed-
eral government Ministries at
the PM House, the prime
minister directed the relevant
authorities 10 formulate a
steering committee with re-
spect to the progress on in-
creasing investment and ca-
pacity of the federal
ministries. He said he him-
self would chair the commit-
tee During the meering, it
was informed thar the Public
Private Parmership Authority
had hired a consultancy firm
Kearney 1o get the services
of experts with regard 1o in-
creasing investment and en-
he capacity of the
federal ministries Kearney is
a world renowned firm
which operates across the
world especially in the Mid-
dle EastIn the meeting,
Keamey informed the prima

minister about the stralegy of
its ongoing consultative
process with the government
of Pakistan. The firm has so
far consulted with 13
tions of the federal
ment while 97 priority proj-
ects have been identified in
this consultation process, the
meeting was told Kearney
said it would develop a plan
of action for sustainable de-
velopment in consultation
with Pakistan government
while it would also provide
assistance 1o the Government
of Pakistan with respect to
the privatization of Stae
Owned Enterprises (SOEs),
improving the regulatory
framework of public sector
enterprises and atrracting
more investors The meeting
was attended by Federal Min-
ister for Economic Affairs
Division ~ Ahad  Khan
Cheema, Finance Minister
Muhammad — Aurangzeb,
Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal, Minister of State for
Finance Ali Pervaiz Malik,
Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission Jehanzeb Khan,
PM's Coordinator Rana Thsan
Afzal and other relevant high
officials —RT/Agency

ATC Rejects
Qureshi's Plea
For Video Link In
May 9 Cases

LAHORE: The anti-terror-
ism court, Lahore has tumed
down the request of senior
leader of Pakistan Tehreek-¢-
Insaf, Shah  Mahmood
Qureshi, to appear via video
link in the May 9 cases.
During the hearing of
May 9 cases on Monday, the
counsel of Qureshi requested
the court for appearance
through video link, How-
ever, the judge rejected the

p\ca.

The court directed
Qureshi to appear in person
for the trial.

The former Foreign Min-
ister is behind the bars in
Adiala Jail. Four days ago,
he was brought to Lahore in
connection with his cases
being heard by the ATC.

However, after the hear-
ing, Qureshi was sent back

to Adiala Jail —RT/Agency

Police Arrest Raoof Hasan For
Allegedly Operating Anti-Pakistan
Digital Medla Cell

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Police on Monday arrested
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf's
(PTI) Information Secretary
Raoof Hasan from the party's

Central Secretariat for head-

ing a digital media cell al-
legedly involved in running

propaganda against Pakistan §

and its integrity.

After reports pertaining
to the arrest of the PTI
spokesperson and Chairman
Gohar Khan surfaced, the
capital's police clarified that
they only arrested Hasan
dunng a raid "on the basis of
evidence".

"The PTI digital media
centre had become a centre
of international disinforma-
tion, from where anti-Pak-
istan propaganda is run
throughout the world," said
police.

Meanwhile, Gohar said
he went along with Hasan to
the Police Lines, however,
the police said since the PTI
chairman was not wanted in
any case, he could leave. He
said Hasan was detained in
the Police Lines.

Police said those directly
imvolved in the anti-national
propaganda were arrested
and all the evidence from the
PTI’s digital media cell was
taken into custody.

The party, in a statement
on X, said. "It"s absolutely
shameful how Islamabad Po-
lice continues w completely
mock and disregard every
law in this country. Law of
lhx,]ung]c is reigning over
Pakistan®™

PTI said police wok a
computer and some other
equipment inte custody as
well from the party secre-

|| rarial

Footage shared by the

B

party on X shows numerous
police vehicles and some po-
lice officials outside its sec-
Tetariat.
Police sources denied the
report of the arrest of four
women as well as the confis-
cation of a laptop and docu-
ments from the office.

Condemning the raid at
the former ruling party’s
central  secretariat,  PTI
leader Khurrum Sher Zaman
claimed the arrest was made
on instructions Uflhc “Form-
47 gmc.rn ment".

fe've been informed

that they've locked staff in a
room & waiting for prison
van to arrive & have taken
computers & important doc-
uments." he wrote on X

Adviser to Chief Minister
on Information Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saif said the
arrest of PTI leaders proved
that the "government was
taking its last breaths™

The federal government
had broken all records of fas-
cism and had even resorted
to underhanded tactics, he
said, adding that they were
not scared of them

"The struggle for true
democracy and to ensure the
rule of Taw will continue,”
said Saif.

Meanwhile, the PTI held

a demonstration in Lahore,
demanding the authorities re-
lease its leaders and workers.

PTL lawyers wing and
other supporters participated
in the protest, led by Opposi-
tion Leader in Punjab As-
sembly Malik Ahmad Khan
Bhacher, in droves.

Dozens of workers and
leaders of the embattled
party are behind bars follow-
ing last vear's May 9 attacks,
which ensued after PTI
founder Imran Khan was ar-
rested in a grafl case

Imran, 71-year-old crick-
eter-tumed-politician, has
been in prison for almost a
year now in three cases —
the Toshakhana case, cipher
case, and the un-Islan
marriage case. His wife
Bushra Bibi, is also behind
bars.

However, a court sus-
pended his sentence in the
Toshakhana case.  while
other courts overtumed his
convictions in the cipher and
iddat cases, respectively.

While there were hopes
for his and Bushra's release
in July, they were dashed
when the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) ar-
rested them on fresh charges
related 1o the sale of state
gifis —RT/Agency

Finance Minister Updates Fitch
Ratings On Pakistan’s IMF
Agreement And Economic Reforms

ISLAMABAD: On Mon-
day, Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb up-
dated Firch Ratings represen-
tatives about Pakistan's re-
cent Staff-Level Agreement
(SLA) with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
outlined various measures
aimed at bolstering the econ-
oy

The briefing, conducted
via Zoom, underscored the
positive effects of the nine-
month Stand By Agreement
with the IMF on Pakistan's
macroeconomic health.

Earlier this month, the 2
IMF announced an SLA with
Pakistan for a $7-billion, 37-
month loan program  de-
signed to foster stability and
inclusive growth

The new Extended Fund
Facility (EFF), pending ap-
proval by the IMF's Execu-
tive Board, also requires
“timely confirmation of nec-
essary financing assurances
from Pakistan's development
and bilateral partners.”

During the virtual meet-
ing, Aurangzeb informed
Fitch representatives that
Pakistan plans to increase

primary surplus of 1% of

GDP for FY 2025

Aurangzeb highlighted
Pakistan's £9.4 billion for-
eign exchange reserves,
strong stock market perform-
ance, and the 12 6% inflation
rate in the CPI for June
2024, He also noted a 7.7%
increase in foreign remit-
tances

Discussing  fiscal re-
forms, Aurangzeb empha-
sised the government’s ef-
forts to broaden the tax base,
reporting a substantial 30%
rise in tax collection in FY

2024 compared to the previ-
ous year. He mentioned that
over 130,000 retailers have
registered as firsi-time tax-
payers

“The IT sector exports
have surpassed USD 3 bil-
lion," Aurangzeb stated, reit-

erating the government’s
commitment to improving
the tax-1o-GDP ratio as part
of ongoing fiscal consolida-
tion efforts, The conversation

and State-Owned Enter-
prises, including privatisa-
tion and streamlining of fed-
eral government entities to
enhance governance and ef-
ficiency —RT/Agency

Court Grants Imran Khan And
Bushra Bibi A 7-Day Physical
Remand In Toshakhana Case

RAWALPINDIL: An account-
ability court has approved a
seven-day remand of Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTI)
founder Imran Khan and his

ife, Bushra Bibi, in the
newly filed Toshakhana ref-
erence.

The National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) had
sought a 14-day remand of
the couple, but the court
tumed down the request and
asked the anti-graft body to
produce the suspects on July
29.

The anti-corruption
body's team had presented
the couple before the court
after the expiry of their pre-
viouws eight-day remand and
also submitted a progress re-
port to the judge.

The 71-year-old cricketer-
tumed-politician has been in
prison for more than a year in
a plethora of cases, including
the Toshakhana case, cipher

case, and the un-Islamic mar-
riage case. His wife, Bushra
has also been behind bars for
months

However, a court sus-
pended his sentence in the
Toshakhana case, while other
courts overtumed his convic-
tions in the cipher and iddat
cases, respectively.

While there were hopes
for his and Bushra's release
in July, they were dashed
when NAB arrested them on

fresh charges related to the
sale of state gifts

The chances of Imran's
release from jail further
dimmed after the Lahore Po-
lice declared his arrest in sev-
eral cases related to the May
9, 2023, riots, that erupted
after his detainment from
from Islamabad High Court
(IHC) premises last year in
which protesters targeted
wovernment and military in-
stallations —RT/Agency
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