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Oman Mosque
Attackers Influenced By
Misguided Ideas

MUSCAT: The three gunmen
who shot and killed six peo-
ple at a mosque in Oman'’s
Muscat city in an attack
claimed by Islamic State this
week were all Omani nation-
als, police said on Thursday.

The assault began on
Monday evening at the Al
bin Abi Talib mosque in the
Wadi al-Kabir neighbour-
hood of Oman’s capital Mus-
cat as Shi'ite Muslims gath-
ered.

The Royal Oman Police
said the three gunmen were
brothers and “were killed due
to their insistence on resist-
ing security personnel™. It
said that police investigations
had indicated the three gun-
men were “influenced by
mlbguldod ideas™.

The six people killed by
the gunmen were four Pak-
istani nationals, an Indian,
and a police officer respond-
ing to the attack, which Is-
lamic State later claimed re-

sponsibility for.

Pakistan has labelled the
assault a terror attack.

Islamic State on Tuesday
said that three of its “suicide
attackers” fired on worship-
pers at the Muscat mosque
on Monday evening and ex-
changed gunfire with Omani
secunity forees until moming,

The militant group also
published what it said was a
video of the attack on its
Telegram site. It has claimed
responsibility this vear for
high-profile attacks in Russia

and Iran which inflicted mass
casualties and is active in
Afghanistan. It had not
claimed an assault on the
Arabian Peninsula for several
vears until the attack in
Omman.

Its operations have in-
dicated the group is at-
tempting a comeback after
it was crushed by a U.S .-
led coalition following its
occupation  of  large
swathes of territory in [rag
and Syria and declared a
caliphate —RT/ Agency

Shehbaz, President
Zardari Wish Joe Biden A
Speedy Recovery After

.

Covid Diagnos

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif and Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari have
sent good wishes to United
States President Joe Biden
after it was announced that
he had tested positive for
COVID-19.

White House press secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre an-
nounced the positive test for
the 81-year-old Democrat
after the president of Unido-
sUS, a Latino civil rights or-
ganisation, sald Biden would
not be able to speak ar a
scheduled event due 1o the
diagnosis

"He is vaccinated and
boosted and experiencing
mild symptoms,” Jean-Pierre
added

As he boarded Air Force
One 1o depart Las Vegas to
recuperate  in  Delaware,
Biden told reporters “Giood,
I feel good." But he climbed
the stairs slowly, holding the
railing tightly and pausing a
few steps in and again to-

S

wards the top

Following the announce-
ment by the White House,
the 72-year-old prime minis-
ter 100k to his social media to
wish Biden a quick recovery
from the illness

In a post on X, Shehbaz

wrote: “Wishing

Biden @p

complete  recovery  from

Covid Good wishes "
Moraover, President

Zardari conveyed his sincere
hopes for President Biden's
good health and well being,

according © a President
House statement.

Biden's illness comes at a
crucial time for him as he has
been losing ground in bartle-
ground states against Trump,
who is headlining a tri-
umphant convention this
week. The White House
said Biden planned to
spend a long weekend at
his Delaware beach house
It was unclear how long
the sickness would keep
him for the campaign
trail —RT/Agel

Imran, Bushra Bibi
Appeal Arrest In New
Toshakhana Case

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)

founder Imran Khan and his §

wife Bushra Bibi on Thurs-
day challenged their arrest in
a new Toshakhana reference
filed by the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)

The legal woes of the de-
posed prime minister and his
spouse refused to die down
following the couple's arrest
in the fresh NAB reference
related to state gifts, which
came just hours after their ac-
quma] in the iddat case last
week — also known as the
un-Islamic nikah case —
which was the last hurdle in
their release from jail.

In the petition filed in the
THC against the arrests, Khan
has nominated the chairman,
director general and other of-
ficers of the anti-graft watch-
dog as respondents

“The petitioners have
been arrested in violation of
law, Constitution and funda-
mental rights,” the petition
stated It maintained that
Khan and Bushra had been
“illegally™ remanded into
MNAB’s custody while their
arrest had affected the funda-
ts of “liberty and
pre-arrest”.On July 13, a
team of the anti-corruption
watchdog headed by Deputy
Director Mohsin Haroon had

arrested Khan and Bushra
from the Adiala Jail in the
new reference related to al-
leged "misuse of power for
acquiring Toshakhana
wifts". The NAB team rear-
rested Bushra Bibi after she
was rel d from Adiala

Jail's Gate No 3, following
her exoneration in the iddat

approved eight-day physical
remand each of the PTI
founder and his wife in the
fresh graft reference.

Khan has been behind
bars since August last year
after he was sentenced in the
Toshakhana criminal case
and subsequently sentenced
in other cases ahead of the
February & elections Al-
though the former PM has
been granted bail in several
May @ cases registered in La-
hore, Rawalpindi, and Faisal-

v Khan's convicti

abad, an anti-terrorism court
(ATC) last week cancelled
his bail 12 May @ cases reg-
istered against him and thou-
sands of his supporters in
connection with violence
against the military and other
state installations that erupted
following his arrest in May
2023 In June, the Islamabad
High Court  overturned
n on charges
of leaking 5l.m ecrets in the
cipher case wherein he was
handed down a 10-year
prison sentence on charges of
making public a classified
cable sent to Islamabad by
Pakistan's ambassador in
‘Washington in 2022

Also, the ex-premier
Khan was given jail sen-
tences — one of 14 years and
the other three years — in
two cases pertaining to ille-
wally acquiring and selling
state gifts —RT/Agency

FBR’s Digitization Efforts Have-Unearthed
Rs 800bn In Scams So Far:Shehbaz

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister (PM) Shehbaz Sharif
said that the scams of Rs
800 billion in tax refunds
were unearthed during the
last four months, expressing
confidence in the results of
the Federal Board of Rev-
enue’s (FBR) digitisation,
media reported.

Presiding over a meeting
regarding FBR's reforms
and digitization, PM She-
hbaz said that the country’s
revenue could be increased
considerably through further
reforms in the FBR. He said
the tax refund system of the
FBR will be further im-
proved.

The prime minister
termed the ‘unnecessary’

delay in implementing sev-
eral projects regarding the
reforms in FBR as regret-
table

PM Shehbaz was briefed
that that 83.579 cases worth
Rs 3.2 trillion are pending in

various courts and tribunals
regarding taxes. It was said
that the sitting government
has taken various steps to
resolve the pending tax
cases.

It was informed that dur-

ing the last four months, 63
cases worth Rs.d4_billion
were disposed of by various
courts.

The meeting participants
were told that 4.9 million
people, who can afford 1o
pay taxes, have been identi-
fied through use of ad-
vanced technology.

PM Shehbaz instructed
to bring these 4.9 million
deserving people to the tax
net on a preferential basis
and no additional burden
should be put on the poor.

The meeting was further
informed that 150,000 re-
tailers have so far been reg-
istered with the Tajir Dost
app since April 2024,

The prime minister di-

rected the'goneecned offi-
cials to keep the retailersin
the lodp to make this system
more efficient. He instructed
toncrease themumber of
appellate tribunals to 100
for speedy decisions of the
cases andydisposal of the
cases related topcustoms.
Besides, the instructions
WEIt given to prepare a
dashboard o assess the per-
formance of appellate tri-
bunals FM She advised
to fully digitise the Fraud
Detection and Investigation
Department of the FBR. He
stressed the need to formu-
late a strategy for bringing
all ongoing reform projects
in FBR under a central sys-
tem.—RT/Agency

Security Forces
Thwart Terrorist
Attack In Gwadar

GWADAR Securm forces
thwarted a terrorist attack in
Balochistan's  port  city
Gwadar with timely action,
media reported on Thursday.

According to the reports,
the terrorists had planted an
improvised explosive device
{TED) in the Mandi area dur-
ing the night

The secunty forces, along
with the bomb disposal
squad, conducted a swift and
efficient operation to neu-
tralise the threat and foil the
terforist plans.

Meanwhile, the security
forees have completed clear-
ance operation in the area.

Earlier this week, eight
Pakistan Army soldiers were

martyred as sec
thwarted an attack on Bannu
Cantonment on July 13

The Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR) in a state-
ment said a group of ten ter-
rorists attacked Bannu Can-
tonment on Monday

“The attempt to enter
the cantonment was effec-
tively thwarted by the secu-
rity forces personnel, which
forced the terrorists to ram
an explosive laden vehicle
into perimeter wall of the
cantonment,” read the offi-
cial statement.It said sui-
cide blast led to collapse of
portion of the wall and
damaged the adjoining in-
frastructure. —RT/Agency

No One Can
Ban PTI: Omar
Ayub

ISLAMABAD: Oppaosition
Leader in the National As-
sembly Omar Ayub Khan has
stated that no one could ban
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), reaffirming the
Supreme Court's stance that
PTlis a political party and
will remain so.

aking to the media

¥ L\y ub and other PTI
leaders shared insights from
their recent meeting with the
incarcerated PTI founder,
Fmran Khan.
Thc. thl for trlu tree-
e, Ayub
quoted the founder.
He cni ed the govemn-
ment, calling its members

serted

Ayub  highlighted the
Supreme Court's declaration
that PT1's political status is
untouchable.

He also addressed the na-
tion's economic challenges,
noting the rising prices of
was, petrol, flour, lentils, and
sugar.

- exceeds Rs1.000 billion,” he

+d abad’s in-charge, Punjab’s
- 1G the interior secretary, and

He accused the current
administration of profiting
from wheat imports during
Mohsin Nagvi's tenure and
hinted at upcoming privatisa-
tion deals aimed at generat-
ing substantial revenue.

sation, while the actual value

said

He also mentioned that
the PTI founder had ordered
organisational restructuring

Ayub expressed concerns
about jail conditions, alleg-
ing interference from intelli-
gence officials during their
meeting

“We will summon slam-

Adiala Jail's superintendent,”
Ayub declared.

He condemned the in-
volvement of secret agencies
in political affairs, urging
them to focus on counter-ter-
rorism instead.

Ayub insisted, "This gov-
ernment is out of control; we
will get our seats back. The

Chiel'  Election Commis-

COAS General Munir Lauds
Strong China-Pakistan
Mllltary Ties

ISLAMABAD: The 97th an-
niversary of the founding of
the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) of China was cele-
brated at the General Head-
quarters (GHQ) in Pakistan
on Thursday.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the event was graced
by His Excellency Mr. Jiang
Zaidong, the Ambassador of
the People's Republic of
China to Pakistan, as the
Chief Guest

Attendees included Major
General Wang Zhong, De-
fence Attaché, officials from
the Chinese Embassy, and of-

Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Syed Asim
Munir extended a warm wel-
come to the Chinese delega-
tion.

In his speech, he congrat-
ulated the PLA on its an-
niversary and lauded its sig-
nificant contributions 1o
China's defense, security,

: AgA Ay
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and national development
He emphasized the excep-
tional nature of Pakistan-
China relations, highlighting
their resilience and mutual
trust through ¢
gic environments.

“The bond berween the
Pakistan Army and the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army is
strong, with continuous bilat-
eral military cooperation
demonstrating our ironclad
brotherhood,” General Munir
stated.

The Chinese Ambassador

exprnsed o ahlu(le to lhe
COAS for hosting the event,
recognizing the sacrifices of
the Pakistani military in com-
bating terrorism and promol-
ing regional peace and stabil-
ity “We are committed to
working alongside our Pak-

istani brethren 1o fight terror-
ism, and we firmly believe
that no force can underming
the ironclad friendship be-
tween China and Pakistan,
and the brotherhood between
mul]mne\

he de-

THC Judge Criticizes
Sanam Javaid's
Inapproprlate Language

ISLAMABAD: Islam- [
abad High Court's (IHC)
Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb on Thursday
underscored the inappro-
priate language used by
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf's (PTI) firebrand
activist Sanam Javaid
and sought her lawyer's
assurance that such con-
duct won't be repeated
"[I] saw [Sanam]
Javaid using mapprcpn-

-’\u-
rangzeb remarked while
hearing the PTI leader’s
plea seeking her release

For months, Javaid
has been embroiled in
legal battles and has
faced arrests and rearrest
in multiple cases related
to the May 9 riots, trig-
gered after former prime
minister and PT
founder Imran Khan's
arrest in a graft case,
which saw several mili-
tary installations being
vandalised.

She has been acquit-
ted in a total of four
cases including the one
filed by the Federal In-
vestigation Agency
(FIA) recently, and has
acquired bail in the re-
maining eight cases

On Monday, the PTI
activist secured a major
relief after the high court
ordered her release and
prevented the police and
other law enforcement
agencies from arresting

her till Thursday
(today ).
The court’s orders

came after her father had

moved the court against
daughter's arrest
which came soon after
her release in the case
registered by the FIA.

A day earlier, she was
shifted to  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa House in
Islamabad on KP Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gan-
dapur's orders.

During the hearing of
the plea filed against her
arrest today. the PTI ac-
tivist's lawvyer assured
the court that his client
slge in im-
of language

in future.

Meanwhile, appear-
ing before the court, At-
torney General Mansoor
Usman Awan said that
Balochistan police
weren't insisting on se-
curing the transit remand
of the activist. The re-
marks refer to the latest
case lodged against
Javaid in Balochistan
under the Anti-Terrorism
Act."[Sanam] Javaid is
free and can now go
back to her province,"
the official said The
court then disposed of

Speakm__g to
media at the
Javaid's lawyer Advo-
cate Mian Ali Ashfaq Ali
said that the attorney
general, during their
meeting, has assured
that the PTI activist
would not be arrested in
any case in the country.

"The attorney general
has also said in the THC
that Javaid won't be ar-
rested,” he said The
counsel further revealed
that the AGP has said
that cases registered
against his chient in
Balochistan and Islam-
abad would be with-
drawn within two days.

On the issue of the
language used by the
PTI activist, Advocate
Ali said that he apolo-
ised to the court on be-
halt of his client and re-
assured that of
due caution m future in
response  to Justice
Aurangzeb's  remarks
highlighting her use of
harsh  and improper
words —RT/Agency
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HYDERABAD: Residents of
the Hyderabad press club against their area police.-RT

HYDER'\B}\D Secu ity offclals are seen on hlgh alert for a Markazi Ashura mourn-
ing procession in honor of the martyrs of Karbala-RT

ndo Allahyar are huldmg a protest Il(‘InI)IISlI’IIlIl]I'I at

HYDERABAD: Residents of Qasimabad are holding a protest demnm[rnl il A

the killing of Jamal Uddin
press club-RT

gsins(

lik and deman gjumce for him, at the Hyderabad

Minor Boy Drowns in Pond Near

SHIKARPUR: An eight-
vear-old boy tragically
drowned in a pond on Thurs-
day in the village of Jindo-
dero near Shikarpur, police
reported. The young boy,
Mussab, son of Khadim Pun-
jabi, met with the accident
while playing near his home,
slipping into the pond, as per
the police report. This unfor-
tunate incident has not only
shaken the local community
but also brought to light seri-
ous concerns about emer-
gency response and health-
care services in the region.

The accident occurred in
the early afternoon when
Mussab was playing with his
friends near the pond. Ac
cording to eyewitnesses, the
boy was running along the
edge of the water when he
lost his foating and fell in.
Despite his friends” immedi-
ate cries for help, the pond’s
depth and slippery edges
made it difficult for anyone
to reach him in time. The
boy’s relatives and other vil-
lagers, alerted by the chil-
dren's screams, rushed to the
scene. They managed to pull
Mussab out of the water and,
in a frantic effort o save him,
transported him to the nearby
Government Hospital
Madei.

The journey to the hospi-
tal was filled with despera-
fion as Mussab’s family and
friends clung to the hope that
he could still be saved How-
ever, upon arrival, doctors
pronounced him dead on ar-
rival, The devastating news

Shikarpur

sent waves of grief through
the small village, where
Mussah was well-known and
loved

In the midst of their
moumning, Mussab's parents
made a request to the hospi-
tal staff for an ambulance to
transport their son's bhody
back home. Shockingly, this
request was denied, lea
the grieving family with no
option but to carry their
child's body on a motorcycle.
This heart-wrenching scene
was captured on video and
quickly spread across social
media platforms, igniting
widespread outrage and con-
demnation of the hospital’s

=

- management.

The video showed the
boy's father, with visible an-
guish on his face, holding his
lifeless son as they navigated
the journey home on a mo-
torcycle. The distressing im-
agery struck a chord with

many, leading to a flood of

comments and reactions on-
line. Social media users were
quick to criticize the hospi-
tal’s failure to provide an am-
bulance, labeling the incident
as a severe lapse in humanity
and professionalism. The
hashtag #lusticeForhMussab
began trending, with calls for
accountability and improved
emergency services in rural
areas.

Local residents joined the
chorus of condemnation, ex-
pressing their frustration and
anger towards the hospital
authorities. Many highlighted
the chronic neglect and inad-

equate healthcare facilities
that plague rural communi-
ties. “It’s a disgrace that a
grieving family was forced to
carry their child's body in
such a manner. This should
never happen to anyone.”
said a local community
leader. Another resident
painted out that the hospital's
refusal to provide an ambu-
lance is indicative of deeper
systemic issues that need ur-
gent attention

In response to the public
outcry, some local officials
promised to investigate the
matter and take necessary ac-
tions. However, skepticism
remains high among the vil-
lagers, who have seen similar
promises go unfulfilled in the
past. The incident has
sparked a broader debate
about the state of rural
healthcare in Pakistan, with
many calling for substantial
reforms to ensure that such
tragedies are not repeated

The tragic death of young
Mussab has cast a spotlight
on the urgent need for better
emergency response systems
and healthcare facilities in
rural areas. As the village of
Jindodero moumns the loss of
an innocent life, the hope is
that this incident will serve as
a wake-up call for authorities
to address the glaring defi-
ciencies in the system. For
now, the community rallies
around Mussab's family, of-
fering support and seeking
Justice for the little boy
whose life was cut tragically
short -RT

and respect for the marty

ing part in a religious procession to show th
rs of Karbala.-Agency
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Killed, 20

SHIKARPUR: A horri-
fying incident unfolded
in  Shikarpur district
where a cattle grazer
was brutally shot dead
and his livestock stolen
by armed assailants, po-
lice reported on Thurs-
day. The tragic event
took place in the village
of Ghulam Sarwar Jatoi
near Rustam, shaking
the local community and
raising concerns about
security and law en-
forcement in the area.

I'he victim, Assadul-
lah Rajani Jatoi, was
performing his daily
routine of grazing his
cattle when the artack
occurred. According to
the police, a group of
armed men confronted
Jatoi and artempted to
seize his livestock art
gunpoint. Witnesses re-
pnned that latoi bravely
resisted the assailants’
efforts to take his buf-
faloes. However, this act
of defiance led to the at-
tackers opening fire,
killing him instantly
The armed men then
swiftly made off with
approximarely 20 buf-
faloes, leaving behind a
scene of chaos and
tragedy.

The sound of gunfire
alerted villagers and rel-
atives, who rushed to
the scene in panic and
disbelief. Finding
lifeless body and
g the extent of
the crime, they trans-
ported him to Taluka
Hospital Khanpur for an
autopsy. The somber
journey to the hospital
was marked by grief and
anger, as the community
grappled with the sud-
den and violent loss of
one of their own. After
the autopsy, Jatoi's body
was handed over to his
family, who were left
devastated by the brutal
killing

In the wake of the in-
cident, the family of As-
sadullah  Rajani Jatoi
has accused members of
the Kuhrani Jatoi tribe
of being responsible for
the attack. This accusa-
tion has added a layer of
complexity to the situa-
tion, as tribal tensions
and rivalries in the re-
gion are known to
sometimes lead to vio-
lent confrontations. The
police, however, have
wvet to register a First In-
formation Report (FIR)
regarding the incident,
which has further fueled
the community’s frus-
tration and anger.

The lack of immedi-

ate police action has

Cattle Grazer

Buffaloes

Taken Away
in Shikarpur

sparked outrage among
the villagers, who feel
abandoned by the au-

need. “We demand jus-
tice for Assadullah. The
culprits must be caught
and punished,” said a
relative of the deceased
The community is call-
ing for a thorough in-
vestigation and swift ac-
tion to apprehend the
perpetrators and recover
the stolen livestock. The
failure to register an
FIR has led to questions
about the effectiveness
of local
ment and their commit-
ment to protecting the
citizens.

Local leaders and so- |

cial activists have also
voiced their concerns,
emphasizing the need

for better security meas-

ures in rural areas to
prevent such incidents
“This is not just a loss
for the Jatoi family, but
for the entire village
We live in constant fear
of such artacks. The au-
thorities must do more
to ensure our safery,”
said a community elder
The incident has high-
lighted the vulnerability
of cattle grazers and
farmers in the region,
who are often targeted
by criminals due to the
hth value of their live-
stock

As  the village
mourns the loss of As-
sadullah Rajani Jatoi,
there is a palpable sense
of urgency for justice
and security. The com-
munity has come t
gether to support latoi’s
family, but the fear and
uncertainty remain. The
stolen buffaloes repre-
sent not just a signifi-
cant economic loss but
also a violation of the
community’s
life

The tragic death of

Assadullah Rajani Jatoi
serves as a stark re-
minder of the dangers
faced by rural communi-
ties in Shikarpur and the
urgent need for effective
law enforcement.

As the investigation
continues, the hope is
that the authorities will
take swift action to
bring the culprits to jus-
tice and prevent such
atrocities in the future

For now, the village of

Ghulam Sarwar Jatoi re-

mains united in grief

and determination, seek-
ing justice for a life
taken too soon  and
security for those who
continue  to  live in
fear —RT

Friday, July 19, 2024

law enforce- |
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FISLAMABAD: The repre-
sentatives of Pakistan Mo-
Ibile Phone Manufacturers
1 Association (PMPMA)
called on Federal Minister
1 for Finance and Revenue
Senator Muhammad Au-
rangzeb at the Finance Divi-
1 sion today. Senior officials
from the relevant ministries
Imended the meeting. The
PMPMA delegation thanked
the Finance Minister and
highlighted the necessity for
a stable and supportive pol-

courages local manufactur-
lers. They advocated for
| measures to ensure that in-
I ternational brands support
1 the domestic industry and
1 consequently, the national
pecenomy. The delegation
jalso presented proposals
aimed at promoting the
growth of the local industry
and increasing the exports
of the mobile phone manu-

Mobile Phone Makers
Appeal to FM Aurangzeb

facturing industry. Senator
Muhammad Aurangzeb ac-

- knowledged the valuable

feedback and underscored
the government's commit-
ment for expanding the en-
tire digital ecosystem in the
country. He emphasized the
importance of maintaining
policy continuity and in-
ng the focus on the

rk for ex-

ports.The Minister reaf-
firmed the Government's
commitment for fostering

export-led growth and pro-
viding a conducive environ-
ment for local manufactur-
ers. The meeting concluded
with a mutual agreement on
the need for a strategic and
supportive policy

work aimed at fostering
local manufacturing and en-
hancing export potential,
thereby contributing to
the broader goals of na-
tional economic growth
and digital transforma-
tion.—RT/Agency

1 cident, alandlord has brutally
killed a female donkey by
1 ripping open its stomach with

K sickle as pumshrm,m for

1 scavenging in his field,
media reported on Thursday.
According to the details, a
cruel landlord named Sagib
brutally tortured the female
donkey before Killing it by
nipping open its stomach with
Vasickle.
I The incident occurred in
1 the 210 Ib Tarrar, located in
1 the Chiniot district of Punjab
1 provinee within the jurisdic-
n of Langrana police sta-
1 tion
| Earlier to this, a similar
j ineident was reported from

[l

‘Wazirabad, Punjab, where a

cruel landlord brutally tor-

tured and cut off the ear of a

donkey as punishment for
eld.

that a case had been regis-
tered against the landlord,
named Owais Gujjar, Tor

Landlord Kills Donkey
Brutally in Punjab

Al
1 CHINIOT: In a shocking in-

breaking the spine of the
donkey after brutally tortur-
ing him. The local police ook
action after the video of the
injured donkey went viral.
In the video shared on
social media, the landlord
can be seen torturing a don-
key—RT/Agency

i PTI to Challenge SC
| Retired Judges'

thorities in their time of'

i Appointments in SJC

1
1 ISLAMABATD: Terming the
1 retired judges appointment in
1 the Supreme Court adverse
1 for the independence of judi-
ciary, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) has announced
moving the Supreme Judicial
Council (8JC) o share i1s
reservations on ad hoc
Judges.

Earlier this week, Judicial
Commission of Pakistan
1(JCP) Chairman and Chief
1 Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
1 Qazi Faez Isa reportedly pro-
posed appointing  retired
1 judges in the Supreme Court
1 1o reduce the pendency of the
1 cases in the top court

“Ad hoc judges are haz-
ardous for independent judi-
ciary,” PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar Khan told the
journalists in Islamabad on
Thursday, dubbing the move
as malafide

The lawyer-cum-politi-
Ician said that the judges
I should not make the matter
1 controversial
1 PTI Secretary-General
1 Omar Ayub Khan said that
1 the 56,000 cases would not
1 be wrapped up by appointing
1 three to four ad hoc judges
j He alleged that it was an at-
| tempt 1o create a labby of

like-minded judges.

Ayub said that legal fra-
ternity and political workers
rejected the decision. He also
appealed to CIP Isa that their
cases should not be referred

Vo ad hoe judges

I The PTIs reaction came
as the JCP headed by CIP Isa
scheduled to meet on Fri-
1 day (tomorrow) to consider
1

the appointment of four re-
tired apex court judges.

"In view of the Ilug,e num-
ber of pending cases and the
ever-increasing trend of insti-
tution of cases in the SC, an
effective way to ensure that
more cases are decided than
instituted and o reduce, and
hopefully eliminate the cases
which arc pending adjudica-
tion for several years, it
would be appropriate to ap-
point experienced Judg
ad hoe Judges of the SC,"
read a notification on the JCP
huddle

Four judges had been
nominated by CIP lIsa, in-
cluding Justice (retd) Mushir
Alam and Justice (retd) Mag-
bool Bagir, Justice (retd)
Mazhar Alam Miankhel and
Justice (retd) Sardar Tariq
Masood

However, Justice (retired)
Bagar declined an offer to
serve as an ad hoc judge of
the Supreme Court followed
by Justice (retd) Alam’s re-
fusal to work as an ad hoc
judge for a three-year term

Pendency of cases surges
by 3.9% to 2.6m

The Law and Justice

w
8

Commission of Pakistan
{LJCP). in its bi-annual re-
port of judicial stati

the number of pending cases
in the courts surged to 2.26
million during the second
half of the year 2023, in-
creasing the overall pen-
dency by 3 9%

The report revealed that
82% of the pending cases
{1.86 million) were ar the dis-
trict judiciary level and the
remaining 18% (0.39 million
cases) were at the upper tier,
including the SC, Federal
Shariat Court, and high

COUFTS.

As per the report, 2.38
million new cases were filed
during the period, while the
courts managed to decide
2.30 million cases

Despite a significant
settlement of cases, the
pending cases increased
due to the continual filing
of new ones, the state-
ment said

"Civil cases constitute
81% of the cases pending
in the high courts, while
criminal cases account for
1995, the Teport
added —RT/Agency

' NDMA Warns of Urban
' Flooding in Punjab and KP

FISLAMABAD: The National
I Disaster Management Au-
I thority (NDMA) in an alert

ssued on Wednesday wamned
tof flash floods and urban
1 flooding in Punjab, Khyber
1 Pakhtunkhwa and other parts
yof the country due to mon-
§ 500N rains.

The warning comes
against the backdrop of the
Pakistan Meteorologeal De-
partment (PMD) which on
Monday said that all four
provinces including the AJK
and Gilgit Baltistan (GE) re-
I gions will experience new
1 spells of rain-wind and thun-
1 dershowers from under the

influence of the weather sys-
tem

Furthermore, the NDMA
in its statement has sad that
Swat, Mingora, Battagram,
Mardan, Swabi, Haripur, Ab-
bottabad, Kashmir, Islam-
abad, Rawalpindi, Chakwal,
Jhelum, Gujranwala and
Sialkot are likely to receive
rain accumulation exceeding
50 millimetres under the
mansoon spell

Stressing the chances of
strong winds and lightning
strikes, the body has issu
instructions to all relevant
departments to take neces-
sary precautions to mitigate

H
&

i Due to Monsoon

the possible effects of flood-
ing and extreme weather.
Meanwhile, the masses
have been advised to take
precautions to prevent flood-
ing and to ensure their safety
from lightning strikes, avoid
going outside during bad
weather and keep a safe dis-
tance from electrical poles
and wires. A day earlier, the
NDMA had also issued an
alert regarding possible gla-
cial lake outburst floods
{GLOF} in the mountainous
regions of KP and GB due to
an increase in temperatures
coupled with expected heavy
tains,—RT/Agency
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CM Murad Sets Deadlines for
Removmg Encroachments

KARACHL: Sindh  Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah presided over a meeting
to follow up on the progress
of removal of encroachments
from the city, Malir Express-
way, TP-4, Hub Canal and

the removal of encroach- [

ments from the footpaths

areen belts and mads from |

the city.
Those who attended the
meeting include provincial

ministers, Saced Ghani, Zial 8

Lanjar, Mayor Karachi Mur-
taza Wahab, Chief Secretary
Asif Hyder Shah, PSCM
Agha Wasif, Commissioner
Karachi Hassan Naqvi,
SMEBR Bagaullah Unar, MD
SSWMB Imtiaz Shah, Secre-
tary Finance Fayaz Jatoi,
Secretary Transport Asad
Zamin, Secretary Planning
Khair Mohammad Kalwar,
DG SBCA Rasheed Solang,
Special Secretary Local Govt
Aisha Hameed, MC Afzal
Zaidi, Karachi CEQ Water
Board Salahuddin, Zubair
Channa and PD Malir Ex-
pressway Niaz Soomro
Removal of encroach-
ment: at the outset of the
meeting, the CM said that the
footpaths are meant for the
people to move hassle-free
on the city roads, but they
have been encroached upon
under the nose of the admin-
istration. “Now, the green
belts of the roads have also
been encroached upon by the
Dhabras and other such make-
shift type of settlements.
Commissioner  Karachi
Hassan Nagvi said that the
assistant commissioners have

started documenting  en-
croachments on the foot-
paths, roads green belts and
even debris put on the roads
for under-construction build-
ings. He added that the ad-
ministration would submit a
detailed plan to the govern-
ment for removal of the en-
croachments. At this, the CM
said that it was the job of
local bodies, local adminis-
tration and the police not to
allow encroachment on the
public spaces but “sorry to
say | compelled to take up
such issues,” he said.
Mayor Murtaza Wahab
told the CM that he was
working on the plan for the
removal of encroachment
from the KMC roads in a
planned manner. “Due to
Muharram  activities, the
tasks could not be taken up.”
he said and added now it
would be completed by re-
moving all kinds of en-
croachments

This is the city where
parking areas of shop-
ping/commercial plazas
have been turned into
godowns to mint money

8 and

| on the roads.

the wvehicles and
bikes were being parked
“Why the
SBCA is silent,” he ques-
tioned.

DG of the SBCA
Rasheed Solangi told the

| CM that the officers of

his authority have started
the survey of the com-
mercial plaza where ap-
proved parking areas
have been converted into
godowns. Just after the
survey, the plazas would
be given notice to restore
their parking areas. in
case of failure the build-
ings would be sealed.

The CM said that he
had given two weeks to
the administration and
local bodies to work out a
plan for the removal of
encroachment and now
one week has passed
away and the administra-
tion has one week left to
submit their plan

Malir  Expressway:
The Chief Minister said
that the first segment of
the 15-km Malir Express-
way from Jam Sadig
Bridge to Shah Faisal
would prove to be an al-
ternate road to the airport
which was most impor-
tant for the people of the
wity

The PD Malir expressway
told the CM that due to some
litigation issues the work has
been delayed. He requested
the CM to give him a month
s that he could complete the
remaining work of the first
segment. —RT

Karachi Endures Heatwave
and Severe Power OQutages

Karachi: As a scorching heat-
wave envelops Karachi, resi-
dents grapple with prolonged
power outages exacerbati
their discomfort. The city, &
penencing ICI“]JEW“\IICS
sparing above 40 degrees
Celsius, faces extensive load-
shedding schedules enforced
by the Karachi Electric (KE).

Numerous neighborhoods
have reported power inter-
ruptions  lasting  several
hours, severely impacting
daily life and essential serv-
ices. Hospitals, educational

urances of i

institutions, and |
are struggling to operate ef-
fectively amidst the persist-
ent energy shortages. Resi-
denis have  expressed
frustration over the lack of
respite from the relentless
heat, compounded by unreli-
able electricity supply.

The Karachi Electric has
attributed the outages 1o tech-
nical faults and increased de-
mand due to the soaring tem-
peratures. However, citizens
remain skeprical, citing fre-
quent disruptions despite as-

infrastructure

Local authorities have
urged residents to conserve
electricity during peak
hours to alleviate the strain
on the grid. Meanwhile,
community organizations
are distributing relief items
such as water and fans ro
mitigate the adverse effects
of the heatrwave.

In response to mounting
public outcry, the Sindh
government has vowed to
investigate the causes be-

hind the prolonged power
cuts and collaborate with
KE to expedite resolu-
tion measures. Efforts
are underway to restore
normalcy and ensure un-
interrupted power sup-
plyv. particularly during
this critical period of ex-
treme  weather condi-
tions

For further updates on
the sitation in Karachi,
please follow local news
channels and municipal
advisories. —RT/Agency

Inflation Surge Affects Prices Of
Essential Goods NatlonWIde

KARACHI Amidst a storm
of inflation in the country, the
prices of essential goods, in-
cluding ghee, cooking oil,
pulses, flour, sugar, and milk,

have skyrocketed, media re- |

ported on Thursday.

Despite government
claims of relief to the citi-
zens, the inflation rates con-
tinue to climb, affecting daily
necessities the most with
banaspati ghee,
cooking oil, pulses, flour,
sugar, milk, and chicken
meat are among the most af-
fected items

Overall, the prices of
twenty-five essential items
have increased, with the in-
flation rate recorded at over
25 percent

According to details of
the items, cooking oil prices
have surged by Rs. 30 to Rs.
40 per liter, while black
chickpeas, moong dal, dal

mash, and dal chana have
risen by Rs. 65, Rs. 60, Rs.
50, and Rs. 45 per kg respec-
tively

Sugar prices have also
increased by Rs. 25 to Rs
30 per kg, and chicken
meat has become more ex-
pensive by Rs. 80 to Rs.
100 per kg, now selling at
Rs. 600 to Rs. 650 per kg.

The wholesale inflation

rate in June re'lched a 16-
month high of 3.36 percent,
a significant rise from
below zero in June last
year

Chicken, following tin
and beef, has become in-
creasingly unaffordable for
the commeon man, with prices
reaching Rs. 650 per kg after
consecutive monthly  in-
creases.—RT/Agency

Wahab

Orders

Upgrades for KMC
Hospitals'
Emergency Services

KARACHI: Karachi Mayaor
Barrister Murtaza Wahab on
Thursday strictly directed the
offcials to improve the func-
tionality of emergency
wards, OPDs, and laborato-
ries of KMC hospitals
through technical and profes-
sional skills of doctors and
paramedical staff.

“Medical Superintendents
of Karachi hospitals should
submit their proposals to im-
prove the functioning their
respective hospitals," he said
while presiding over a meet-
ing with officials of the Med-
ical and Health Services De-
partment at his office.

r Wahab emphasized en-
hancing medical facilities at
the Abbasi Shaheed Hospital
and activating all of its de-
partments. Attendance of em-
ployees must be ensured and
a biometric system should be
installed in all hospitals. Em-
ployees persistently absent
should be dismissed accord-
ing to the law, he directed

Wahab said that Karachi
Metropolitan  Corporation
spends a substantial amount
of its budget on providing
medical services to citizens;
therefore, these hospitals
should play an effective role
in providing standard health-
care facilities 1o the poor and
middle-class citizens

The services of the absent
Senior Director Admin and
Accounts of Medical Depart-
ment, Rashid Sabzwari, has
been suspended. Doctors and
paramedical staff appointed §
in KMC hospitals should un-
derstand that they need to en-
sure their presence according
to the prescribed procedures
of govemment employment.
Continuous duty schedules
for officials and other subor-
dinate employees should be
strictly followed to ensure
round-the-clock ~ medical
treatment for patients.

He also directed that the
mortuary of the KMC in
Landhi should be made func-
tional to provide nearby fa-
cilities for keeping bodies in
Landhi, Korangi, Shah Faisal
Colony, and other adjoining
areas. Furthermore, an im-
mediate report should be
submitted regarding the es-
tablishment  of  modem

3
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1
I MUZAFFARGARH:  The
1 anti-corruption department of
1 police on Thursday handed
jover Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf {PTI) MNA Moazzam
j Khan Jatoi, who had report-
edly gone missing a day ago,
to the Muzaffargarh police.
Police said the anti-cor-
ruption police handed over
Jatoi to Saddar police station
after lodging a case against
him in the anti-corruption de-
1 partment
I The PTI had claimed that
I the lawmaker was abducted
1 by unknown people.
1 PTI Muzaffargarh Secre-
ptary General Mahar Javed
1 Hasan had said MNA Jatoi
y had gone missing since he
| was abducted by unidentified
| persons from his residence in
Multan on Wednesday.
Since the Supreme Court
verdict pertaining to the re-
served seats came in PTI's

morgues in various areas of M favour, the former ruling

Karachi, he added

During the meeting,
Wahab was briefed that 59
patients are permanently re-
siding at the Leprosy Hospi-
tal of Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation in Manghopir,
where their care and food
provisions are managed with
the cooperation of welfare
institutions —RT

Sindh Home Minister:

Lauds Police for

KARACHI: Sindh Home
Minister Ziaul Fasan Lanjar
on Thursday commended the
Sindh Police for their excep-
tional  securily measures
from the 1st of Muharram to
Ashura Day  across
province

Minister Lanjar expressed
his gratitude, stating, "Your
tireless work, dedication, and
sense of duty are worthy of
praise and appreciation.” He
emphasized that achieving
success in challenging tasks
and events requires the coop-
eration of the entire team

The minister highlighted
that the police's individual
and collective efforts at all
levels ensured that Muhar-
ram Majlis, processions, and
other gatherings r ined

the §

y hope that

W
Sindh Police's perl‘m mance
will continue to excel, ensur-

party has blamed the govemn-
I ment for a number of sup-
Ipressive and  repressive
I measures to pressurise its
1 members to change their alle-
1 giance.
1 Secking the top court’s in-
1 tervention to resolve the mat-
y ter. PTI Chairman Gohar Ali
§ Khan claimed last week that
1 lawmakers of his party wene

being forced to switch their

Iuyd\uu

to Police

Anti-Corruption Hands
Over 'Missing' PTI MNA

He condemned the "ab-
duction” of PTI leaders and
their family members — in-
cluding MNA  Sahibzada
Ameer Sultan, PTI media
wing member Rizwan Malik,
Mian Fayyaz Ahmad Cha-
jra's son Mian Tajamal Hus-
sain and brother Mian Imtiaz
Hussain and other social
media activists
In a major legal victory
for the PTL, the SC on Friday
ruled that the party was eligi-
ble for the allocation of re-
served seal

The decision has not only
paved the way for the PTI's
return to the parliament,
which was kicked out of the
February 8 polls owing to the
ECP's December 2023 rul-
ing, but has also increased
the pressure on the coalition
alliance as the judgement
will change the composition
of the National Assembly.

On the other hand, Infor-
mation Minister Attaullah
Tarar on July 15 announced
that the government had de-
cided to ban the PTI and file
treason references against the
party founder Imran Khan
and former president Arif
Alvi. The move has been
termed by the opposition
benches a desperate attempt
by the government.

"The PTI and Pakistan
cannot co-exist,” Tarar had
told a press conference in [s-
lamabad, saying that the mat-
ter would go to the federal
cabinet and the Supreme
Court,

Contrary to Tarar's claim,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Senator
Ishag Dar Tuesday said that
the decision o impose a ban
on the PTI had not been
taken yet by the federal gov-
emment —RT/Agency

tute (IPT} global network has
said that it remains (Iceplg,
I alarmexd by the escalat
olence against journalisis in
Pakistan, following  the
Vkilling of reporter Malik Has-
Vsan Zeb on July 14 — the $th
ournalist 1o be killed in the
Vcountry since the start of
12024
1 Zeb was shot dead in the
1 Nowshera district on Sunday,
1 the TPI saying that he

ing the safety and peace of | was going to the store along

all future events, The contri-

butions of other law enforce- §

ment agencies and the Sindh
Rangers during Muharram
are also " he

peaceful and safe

added —RT/Agency

MQM Leaders Meet:

Sindh Governor

M &

KARACHI, July 18 (PPI)
Senior leaders of the Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement
(MOM) Central Committes,
including Dr. Farooq Sattar,
Syed Mustafa Kamal, and
Anees Qaimkhani, called on
Sindh Governor Kamran
Khan Tessori at the Governor
House

According to a statement
issued by ‘the Govemnor
House on Thursday, the
meeting covered several key
issues, including federal co-
operation in ongoing davel-
opment projects in Karachi,
challellLas faced by traders_

| with his brother when two
unknown assailants on mo-
torcycles opened fire on Zeb.

His brother survived the
attack and filed a first infor-
malion report (FIR) of the in-
mdem The motive behind
T ihe 40- vear-old journalist's
I killing is unclear

"We urge authorities 1o
conduct a swift and thorough
I investigation into the motive
1 for this killing and ensure

_ 1 that those responsible are

brought 1o justice. We renew
1 our call on anthorities to take
| concrete action 1o ensure the
safery of journalists in Pak
an," [Pl said in a statement
At a daily publication,

|1 Zeh covered health and city

Vheats. He was also a member

of the Khyber Union of Jour-
nalists and the Peshawar
1 press Club (PPC)

I 1Pl in June issued a state-
I ment expressing our concern

press freedom and journal-
ists' safety in  Pakistan,
marked by a recent wave of
violence against the press
along with the intraduction
of legislative and other meas-
ures that impose harsh re-
strictions on press freedom
and online expression.

Zeb is the eighth journal-
ist 10 be killed in Pakistan in
2024, which is a record num-
ber. At least five other jour-
nalists have been killed since
May. On May 3, Muhammad
Siddique Mengal was killed
in a bomb attack, on May 13,
Ashfag Ahmed Sial was shot

- by wo motorcyclists and on

May 21, Kamran Dawar
was shot dead Also on the
same day, joumnalist Nasrul-
lah Gadani was shot by as-
sailants on motorcycles and
died three days later

On June 18, journalist
Khalil Jibran was also shat
dead by unidemtified as-

+  IPI Condemns Murder
i of Journalist Malik
! Hassan Zeb

*|) The International Press Insti-

is uncertain, the TPT said,
how many of these incidents
were connected to these
Journalists” work

“1PI extends its deepest
condolences to the family,
friends, and colleagues of
Malik Hassan Zeb," [Pl Di-
rector of Advocacy Amy
Brouillene said.

“Authorities must inves-
tigate the motive for Zeb's
killing to determine if it was
connected to his work as a
journalist. They must also
send a strong message that
all artacks on the press will
be swiftly and thoroughly
investigated and perpetra-
tors will be brought 10 jus-
tice."

“We renew our call on
authorities to ensure the
safety and protection of
the media in Pakistan ™
she added. "The violence
and artacks against jour-
nalists in Pak:etml must

laver the deterioration of sailants on a motorcycle. It
sized the federal govern-1
ment's full support for the de- 1
velopment of Karachi. He |
highlighted the urgent need |
for prioritizing infrastructure §
restoration and development.

end "—RT/Agency

Major Raid at Islamabad

MOM leaders that he would
address the issues of un-
scheduled load shedding and
overbilling with the K-Elec-
tric authorities. Dr Faroog

hﬂSlC facilities in

aUsing significant
hmd;h\p t(\ the public. Syed
Mustafa Kamal echoed con-
cerns about the |11cre15|ng

Iack

and comp]amts of over-
billing, . Mr Tessori empha-

Ioad (heddmL and owver-
billing. —RT. Al,ency

Additionally, he assured the 1

!ISLAMABAD:  Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) con-
ducted operations against
drug trafficking and seized

Sattar pointed out that the ¥ more than eight and a half

1 kilos of drugs in four opera-

I tions

I The ANF teams arrested
1 four accused during raids.

1 As per the ANF
d | spokesperson, 53 capsules
1 filled with ice were recov-

I ered flom a passenger from
d to Qatar.

L
KARACHI: Shia

lims are offering Zohrain pra}'e‘r during a Markazi Ashura

mourning procession to show their devotion and respect for the martyrs of Karbala,

in connection with 10th Muharram-ul

-Haram.-Agency

Man in Rangers
Uniform Robs
Citizen in Karachi

KARACHI: An aldrmmg in-
cident was reported, w
man in Rangers uniform
robbed a shopkeeper on gun-
point in Karachi’s Gulshan-
e-Igbal 13-D area, media re-
ported on Thursday.

The footage of the rob-
bery incident went viral on
social media in which the
suspect wearing the law en-
forcement uniform can be
seen arrived in a pakwan
center waving pistol in his
hand, took the shopkeeping
outside with him

=

uniforms of 4 law n.nfum.
ment agency, robbed a citi-
zen at gunpoint, stealing a
mobile phone and cash.

The police have initiated
action by contacting the vic-
tim to gather more details.

The Spokesman for East

Police stated that the SP Gul- |

shan is personally overseeing
the case, ensuring that the
culprits are brought to jus-
tice —RT/Agency

While narcotics were
also recovered from a pas-
senger woing to Saudi Ara-

ce and 235 grams of heroin

ia from Lahore as 2.6 kg of from

Airport

were recovered from the
possession of the passenger.

Three kg heroin seize
two  suspects  in

Kasur,” the b'pUkLbDu'bUn

said while two kg of heroin
and one kg of ice were re-

d covered from the parcel

sent from Lahore to Pe-
shawar—RT/Agency

1Govt to Conduct First National

1
| ISLAMABAD: Federal In-
jterior  Minister  Mohsin
p Nagvi on Thursday ac-
I corded approval in principle
for the conduct of National
Drug Survey.
Vihe committee for the Na-
tional Drug Survey, in Is-
lamabad, the interior minis-
Tter directed to fin
I matters related to survey
1 within 15 days,

4

Chairing a meeting of

Under this exercise, data
of persons using drugs will
be collected.

Mohsin Nagvi said the
ANF and Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics should jointly
formulate the methodology,
nature of data required
sample format and timeline
for conducting the survey.

He said the international
development partners
should also contacted for

<1 Drug Survey in 13 Years

cooperation in the conduct
of the survey.

Mohsin Magvi said the
drug survey should be au-
thentic and comprehensive,
emphasizing it will ensure
effective decision making
inst narcotics
He directed that apart
from homes, data should
also be collected from edu-
cational institutions,
slums —RT/Agency
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Pakistan's Escalating Animal Cruelty Crisis Demands Immediate Action

he latest incident of animal cruelty
that has surfaced on social media is a
harrowing reminder of a growing and
disturbing trend in Pakistan. The bru-
tal killing of a female donkey by a landlord in
Chiniot, Punjab, is a despicable act that un-
derscores a perverse culture of violence
against animals. Saqib, the perpetrator, used a
sickle to rip open the donkey’s stomach as
punishment for scavenging in his field. This
barbaric act, following similar incidents in
Wazirabad where another donkey was tortured
and mutilated, reflects a deeply troubling so-

cietal issue.

The rage, anger, and frustration stemming

from the dire state of our country and its
struggling economy are increasingly being
misdirected towards helpless animals. This

moral frameworks.

REGIENAL TIMES:!

channeling of personal grievances into acts of
cruelty reveals a lack of empathy and a dan-
gerous disregard for life. The horrifying acts
of violence against these defenseless creatures
not only reflect poorly on our society but also
highlight a critical failure in our legal and

It is high time that the courts and the gov-

ernment take stringent action against such
heinous crimes. The laws governing animal
welfare in Pakistan need urgent amendments
to ensure that the punishment for such acts
fits their severity. Stronger legal repercussions
will serve as a deterrent and signal that our
society does not condone such barbarity.
Animal cruelty is a crime that must be ad-
dressed with the utmost seriousness. The gov-
ernment, law enforcement, and civil society
must collaborate to create a culture of com-
passion and respect for all living beings. It is
through such collective effort that we can

hope to eradicate this perverse culture and

build a more humane society.
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32 Dead in
Bangladesh Riots Over
Job Quota

DHAKA: Bangladeshi stu-
dents set fire 1o the country's
state broadeaster on Thurs-
day, a day after Pime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina appeared
on the network seeking o
calm escalating clashes that
have killed at least 32 people.

Hundreds of protesters
demanding reform of civil

back and ove
police who had fired at them
with rubber bullets, chasing
the retreating officers 1o
BTV’s headquarters in the
capital Dhaka.

The incensed crowd then
set ablaze the network’s re-
ception building and dozens
of vehicles parked outside, a
BTV official told AFP on
condition of anonymity.

The broadcaster  said
"many people” were trapped
inside as the fire spread but
another official from the sta-
tion later told AFP that they
had safely evacuared the
building,

Hasina's government has
ordered schools and universi-
ties to close indefinitely as
police step up effons o bring
the country’s deteriorating
law and order situation under
contral

The premier appeared on
the broadcaster on Wednes-
day night 1 condemn the
"murder” of protesters and
vow that Illn:e recpnn:lhle
will be

Police weaponry was the
cause of at least two-thirds of
those deaths, based on de-
scriptions given o AFP by
hospital figures.

"We've got seven dead
here,” an official at Uttara
Crescent Hospital in the cap-
ital Dhaka, who asked not to
be named for fear of reprisal,
told AFP.

"The first two were stu-
dents with rubber bullet in-
juries. The other five had
gunshot injuries.”

Nearly 1,000 others had
been treated at the hospital
for injuries sustained during
clashes with police, the offi-
cial said, adding many had
rubber bullet wounds

Didar Malekin of the on-
line news outler Dhaka Times
told AFP that Mehedi Hasan,
one of his reporters, had been
killed while covering clashes
in Dhaka.

Several

cities  across
saw violence

of their polmca] affiliation

But violence worsened on
the streets despite her appeal
for calm as police again at-
tempted to break up demon-
strations with rubber bullets
and tear gas volleys

At least 25 people were
killed on Thursday in addi-
tion to seven killed earlier in
the week, according to a tally
of casualty figures from hos-
pitals compiled by AFP, with
hundreds more wounded

ﬂ1mu<-lmu1 the day as riot po-
lice marched on protesters
who had begun another
round of human blockades on
roads and highways
Helicopters rescued 60

'Calling her a dictator'

Near-daily marches this
month have demanded an
end 10 a quota system that re-
serves more than half of civil
service posts for specific
groups, including children of
veterans from the country’s
1971 liberation war against
Pakistan

Critics say the scheme
benefits children of pro-gov-
emment groups that back
Hasina, 76, who has ruled the
country since 2009 and won
her fourth consecutive elec-
tion in January after a vote
without genuine opposition

Her administration is ac-
cused by rights groups of
capiuring state institutions
and stamping out dissent, in-
cluding by the extrajudicial
killing of opposition ac-
tivists

Mubashar Hasan, a
desh expert at the
L sity of Oslo in Nor-
way, said the protests had
grown into a wider expres-
sion of discontent with
Hasina's autocratic rule

"They are protesting
against the repressive na-
ture of the state," he told

police officers who were AFP.

trapped on the roof of a cam-
pus building at Canadian
University, the scene of some
of Dhaka’s fiercest clashes
on Thursday, the elite Rapid
Action Battalion police force
said in a statemnent

"Protesters are ques-
tioning Hasina's leader-
ship, accusing her of
clinging onto power by
force,” he added. "The stu-
dents are in fact calling
her a dictator "—Agency

Trump Running Mate JD
Vance to GOP: "We Are
United to Win'

Republican vice-presidential
nominee and former US pres-
ident Donald Trump's run-
ning mate Senator James
David Vance has said that the
party is united fo win the up-
coming presidential elections
in November ti

"My message to you, my
fellow Republicans, is that
we love this country and we
are united to win,” Senator
Vance said while addressing
the Republican MNational
Convention in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin on the event's
third day. Introducing himself
as the vice-presidential can-
didate on Wednesday, the 39-
vear-old senator spoke on
Trump's assassination bid
and called for a celebration
for Trump's surviving an at-
tempt on his life."Instead of a
day of celebration, this could
have been a day of heartache

and mourning. For the last
eight vears, President Trump
has given everything he has
to fight for the people of our
country,” Vance told crowds
"1 want all Americans to
2o and watch the video of a
would-be assassin coming a
quarter of an inch from tak-
ing hig life. Consider the lies
they told you about Trump,
and then look at that photo of
him defiant, fist in the air

“When Trump rose to his
feet in that Pennsylvania
field, all of America stood
with him," Vance said

It is to be noted that the
Republican senator won a
commanding victory in the
2022 Ohio Republican Sen-
ate primary and later tri-
umphed over his Democratic
apponent, Tim Ryan, in the
November election in the
same year, —Agency

Musk:

Biden

Using COVID-19
Diagnosis to
Criticize Trump

President Joe Biden used his
positive COVID-19 test in a
political statement by posting
"I'm sick” on X (formerly
known as Twitter). This
move was aimed at former
president Donald Trump and
billionaire Elon Musk.

The 81-year-old presi-
dent's post was accompanied
by a link 10 a donation page
for Biden's 2024 campaign.
This message rargeted Musk
and his wealthy buddies who
are willing 1o "buy” the elec-
Tons.

Earlier, the owner of the
electric car maker Tesla had
been supporting the Republi-
can candidate in the forth-
coming elections in Novem-

T

Following the artack on
the former president, Musk
endorsed Trump on X and
hoped for his rapid recovery.

On the contrary, the bil-
lionaire has also been dissar-
isfied with Biden's immigra-

tion policies and has
favoured Trump’s re-election
bid by donating to a political
group responsible for elect-
ing the Republican Repre-
sentative, as reported by
Bloomberg,

The president posted this
statement right after being
tested positive on Wednes-
day, a day after he attended
the NAACP National Con-
vention in Las Vegas, where
he criticised Trump's poli-
cies.

“He (Biden) will be re-
tuming to Delaware, where
he will self-isolate and will
continue to carry out all of
his duties fully during thar
time," the White House said
in its official release on
Wednesday (local time)

However, Biden is vacci-
nated and has also had
COVID-19 vaccine booster
shots, the most recent being
in September 2023, the WH
said —Agency

American Tycoon
J. Michael Cline
Dies After Falling
from Hotel

/

James Michael Cline, the fi-
nance executive who lamched
the Fandango movie ticketing
business in 2000, died by sui-
cide at the age of 64 in Man-
hattan on Tuesday moming
after jumping from the Kim-
berly Hotel's 20th floor, as per
a report in Variety According
to a statement by the New
York Police Department, the
officials reached the hotel at
10:19 am and found "an un-

conscious and unresponsive
male with injuries indicative
of a fall from an elevated po-

sition. The investigation re-
mains ongoing " According to
TMZ, he left a suicide note in
his room. After leaving Fan-
dango, which ig now owned

by NBC Universal and
Wamner Bro 2011, Mr
Cline founded Accumen, In-
sureon, and Accolade through
his Accretive company, which
had also made an investment
in Fandango. He also ran a
number of tech compa
and wventure capital bu

esses, including the hedge
fund Bridgewater Associates.
He was the executive chair-
man of Juxtapose, a comparny
incubator that has helped es-
tablish firms such as Orchard,
Tend, Eamned, Great Jones,
and Nectar. He was also an
advocate of animal protection
and served as the chairman of
the National Fish and Wildlife

2011,

=
B

Foundation,—Agency

Watchdog: US Aid Failures
May Have Helped Afghan
Militants

WASHINGTON: Amid al-
ready existing concemns of
amms and ammunition Jefl be-
hind in the United States'
hasty  withdrawal  from
n being used by
militants, a US watchdog has
warned that Washington's aid
might be benefiting terrorists
im the war-tom country

A report by the Special
Inspector  General  for

Afghanistan Reconstruction

(SIGAR) said that two US
State Depariment bureaus
could not prove compliance
with intemal policies for vet-
ting  aid  groups in
Afghanistan that received
£293 million in funds.

The revelation comes as
the US remains the largest
aid donor to impoverished
Afghanistan nearly three
years after the Taliban seized
Kabul as the last US troops
completed a chaotic pullout
following 20 years of war.

Ever since the its with-
drawal back in August 2021,
the country has provided
more than $17.9 billion in as-
sistance to Afghanistan

"Itis critical thar the State
knows who is actually bene-
fiting from this assistance in
order to prevent the aid from
being diverted o the Taliban
or other sanctioned parties,”
said the SIGAR report

The report falls in line
with the concerns raised by
Pakistan which has time
again complained of US
weapons  being used by
banned outfits, including the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

{TTP) and Balochistan Liber-
ation Army (BLA).

In March, Geo News re-
ported that details regarding
the weapons and equipment
confiscated by the security
forces indicate that the mi
tants have been using US-
made weapons in their at-
tacks inside Pakistan in
recent manths.

1t is to be noted that the
Pentagon itself has con-
firmed thar out of the
427,300 weapons that Wash-
ington had provided o the
Afghan  forces, around
300,000 weapons were "left
behind™ when its forces with-
drew from the wartom coun-
try in August 2021,

SIGAR report said
that the Afghan Taliban have
tried to obtain US aid funds
“through several means, in-
cluding the establishment of
humanitarian organizations,”
underscoring the need for the
department to “fully and con-
sistemily assess the risks
posed by is implementing
partners.”

The State Department did

not immediately respond to a

S ment
three of five
State Department bureaus
were found in compliance
with department regulations
requiring vetting of aid fund
recipients

But the Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights
and Labour, and the Bureau
of International Narcotics
and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs could not provide
enough documentation to
prove their adherence.

“State could not demon-
strate compliance with its
parmer veming requirements
on awards that disbursed at
least $293  million in
Afghanistan," it continued

For that reason, "there is
an increased risk that terror-
ists and terrorist-affiliated in-
dividuals and entities may
have illegally benefired," it
said

The department agreed
with the report's conclusions
and would "work 10 ensure
compliance” with verting re-
quirements, it said —Agency

Biden Hints at 2024
Withdrawal Amid
Democratic Pressure

Following pressure from a

| top Democrat on Wednesday.

President Joe Biden is all set
to withdraw from his re-elec-
tion bid in the forthcoming
elections only if doctors pre-
scribe him to rest

This statement came for
the first time from Biden
over quitting the White
House race, shortly after
Representative Adam Schiff,
a key ally from Ca]iﬁ.\rnia
urged Biden to "pass the
torch."

"If T had some medical
condition that emerged, if
somebady, if the doctors
came and said, ‘you've got
this problem, that problem,™
Biden told the Black Media
outlet BET in an interview
taped Tuesday, when asked
what could make him re-
think.

The 8 1-year-old has been
fighting for political survival
since his disastrous perform-
ance in the presidential de-
bate, in which his confused
responses sparked concerns
about his ap

Mareover, Schiff, who is
expected to win a Senate seat
this year, was the first Demo-
crat to step forward and ask

"~

Biden to withdraw from the
dential election race.
A second Trump presi-
dency will undermine the
very foundation of our
democracy, and I have
ous concemns about whether
the president can defeat Don-
ald Trump in November,"
Schiff said in a statement to
the Los Angeles Times

Meanwhile, around 20
House Democrats and one
senator have urged the presi-
dent to withdraw from the
presidential election race
However, Biden considers
him to be the best fit for de-
feating his opponent, Donald
Trump.

Speaking to the NBC on
Moenday, the Democrat men-
tioned that his mental health

is “pretty good” and he i all
set to win the forthcoming
elections.

With pressure on Biden
mounting, Democrats said on
Wednesday they plan a vir-
tual nomination for the presi-
dent in the first week of Au-
gust, ahead of the
Democratic National Con-
wention {DNC) on August 19.

Nevertheless,  several
lawmakers are aganst the
virtual nomination and have
criticised this decision

Biden insists that Democ-
ratic voters support him, but
a poll by the Associated Press
and the NORC Centre for
Public Affairs Research said
Wednesday that nearly two-
thirds want him to step
aside —Agency
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FIFA investigates
racist chants by
Argentina players
after Copa
America victory

C-

The football governing body
FIFA revealed on Wednesday
that it is launching an inquiry
into racist songs sung by
gentine players after claim-
ng the Copa America crown.

The global football body
said: “FIFA has seen a video
that has circulated on social
media and the mtter is under
investigation

Further, FIFA reiterated,
“Football, FIFA included, is
an open space that has no
room for racism and discrim-
ination by anyone including
the players, fans and offi-
G

The chants arose from an
offstage live video posted by
Enzo Fernandez, a Chelsea
and Argentina mid
the team bus after their
against Colombia in Miami
on Sunday.

Fernandez  remarked
that some of the players
sing a “23" chant popu-
larised by the 2022 World
Cup final against France.
The song even targets
France’s star striker Kylian
Mbappe among others and
uses racist and homopho-
bic slap. Chelsea was
quick to launch an internal
disciplinary process to rep-
rimand Fernandez for the
event,

Since then, Fernandez

has come out to apologise,
the club disclosed that it
had launched an mlema]
disciplinary process.
Chelsea Football Club af-
firmed that it condemns all
types of discrimination and
added that it welcomed and
would make use of Fernan-
dez’s public apology state-
ment.
Femnandez, who joined
Chelsea from Benfica for a
Premier League record fee
of £105 million ($136. 8
million) in 2023, expressed
in his apology: "This con-
tains highly objectionable
language and there is no
reason for these words
They include discrimina-
tion in any form and T want
to apologise For this inci-
dent I was swept up in the
spint of Copa America.”
The French Football
Federation (FFF) lodged a
formal protest to FIFA
about the chants on Mon-
day. FFF president
Philippe Diallo said he “ut-
terly denounced in the
strongest of terms, racism
and diserimination com-
ments targeting players in
the France team’. France
won in the last 16 of
the 2018 FIFA World
Cup against Ar-
genting.—Agency

This upcoming fast bowler
made Babar, Fakhar
struggle in nets

In [he wake of a calamitous
120 World Cup campaign,
Pakistan's cricket scene
could be on the cusp of sig-
nificant changes.

Babar Azam, the national
team's white-ball capain,
along with batsman Fakhar
Zaman, recently faced a
tough test in the nets against
Ubaid Shah, a young and
emerging talent and brother
to famed bowler Naseem
Shah

During the net session,
both Azam and Zaman strag-
gled, visibly discomfored by
Ubaid's deliveries.

A particular moment that
caught wide attention—a
viral video clip—shows the
duo unsuccessfully handling
a challenging pull shot, re-
sulting in both batsmen being
struck. This incident has in-

Name: Hader Iqbal
Location: Karachi
About me: Tlove taking selfies!

tensified  the ongoing
scrutiny of Babar's leader-
ship and form.

Amid growing debates
about his fimess and per-
formance, the pressure on
Babar Azam is mounting

Pakistan cricket, still resl-
ing from their early exir at
the World Cup marked by
unexpected defeats 1o the

Babar Azam retains third spot in
ICC Test batting ranking

Pakistan's star batter
Babar Azam has re-
tained third position in
the International
Cricket Council's (1CC)
T'est batter rankings
According to the lat-
est ranking issued by
the ICC, New Zealand's
Kane Williamson re-
mains number one in the
rankings, while
land's Joe Root is in the
second position.
England's

Eng- §

Brooke moved up three

Iand‘s Zac Cronley

to 13th.

India's Ravichandran
Ashwin remains number
one among
bowlers.

England's James An- |E

derson ended his Test
career at
while Shaheen Afridi is
at number 9 in the Test
bowling rankings.

India's Ravindra
Jadeja remains number
one in Test all-

Harry places to 7th, and Eng- moved up three places rounders.—Agency

Paris: The ultimate challenge for
marathon legend Klpchoge

KENYA:When he started out
running in the early 2000s, a
young Eliud Kipchoge sim-
ply wanted to get on a plane
and go to Europe.

Two decades later, the
Kenyan marathon legend is
heading to Paris for what
could be his final challenge
at the 2024 Olympics.

At 39, he says he is hop-
ing to make history on Au-
gust 11 by becoming the
"first human being” to win
the Olympic marathon three
times in succession, overtak-
ing Ethiopia's Abebe Bikila
(1960, 1964) and Waldemar
Cierpinski  of  Germany
(1976, 1980).

It was in Paris in 2003
that the then 18-vear-old
made a thunderous interna-
tional debut, snatching the
5,000 metres world champi-
onship gold ahead of
favourites Hicham E1 Ger-
rouj and Kenenisa Bekele

But  Kipchoge's  first

major prize ended up being
his only one on the track.

It was on the road, which
he tumed to after failing to
qualify for the 2012 London
Olympics, that he would
achieve glory.

With his long, metro-
nomic stride, he has twice
broken the marathen world
record -- streaking to 2.01:39
in 2018 and 2:01.09 in 2022.

He is the only man to
have covered the 42,195 kilo-
metre (26.2 mile) marathon
distance in under two hours,
albeit during a specially or-

ganised, unofficial race in Vi-
enna in 2019,

He has won 16 of the 20
official marathons he has run
nce 2013, including 11 vic-
tories in the majors (five in
Berlin, four in Londen, one
each in Tokyo and Chicago).
alongside Olympic golds in
2016 and 2021,

The yvoungest of four chil-
dren, Kipchoge was raised by
his mother, a kindergarten
teacher, in the village of Kap-
gisiywa in the foothills of
Kenya's Rift Valley.

His father died when he

was

\Dung Ellud loved run-
ning but didn't dream of
glory.

"Running is normal in our | go

village, in our community,
wyou run up and down to
school, to the shopping cen-
tre," he told AFP in an inter-
view

He decided to take a
chance in athletics, "but it
was not about aiming to be-
come a big runner.. I just
wanted to get into a plane
and fly to Europe." he said

"I didn't know that
being an athlete can put
more food on my table for
my family and my sib-
lings.”

As a teenager, he often
spotied a neighbour during
his training sessions, some-
one he had watched on tel-
evision winnin

metre s[(.uplu:h aser Pa[m.k
Sang —Agency

Olympic swim star Titmus warns she
is better now than Tokyo

SYDNEY: Swim star Ariame
Titmus says she has never
prepared as well for a major
event and is in better shape
now than when she won
Olympic 200m and 400m
freestyle gold in Tokyo.

The Australian heads 10
Paris on the back of shatter-
ing the 200m world record
last month and clocking the
second quickest 400m of all
time, behind only her own
world best

Tt makes her red-hot
favourite in bath disciplines,
with her task in the 200 made
easier by key rivals, Ameri-
can great Katle Ledecky and
Canadian teenager Summer
Melntosh, opting to focus on
other races

Titmus will also swim the
800m after winning silver at
the Covid-delayed Japan
Ciames behind Ledecky.

“I definitely think as an
athlete 1 have grown a lot in
three years and as a person
I've grown more,” the 23.
year-old said lare Wednesday

e = =
from the Australian swim
team's traming camp outside
Paris.

"I think, mentally, I've got
s0 many learnings from the
last Olympic Games.

"I know this is going to be
different with big crowds,
which I'm very excited for.
But 1 think as an athlete -- all
wgether as a whole - I'm in
a better position than three
Wears ago.
"I think I've prepared the
best I ever have for a swim
meet." she added

Ledecky, who was
stunned by Titmus in the
200m and 400m ar Tokyo,

has |:n1ensd the 400m, snnm
and 1500m in Paris, but is set
to skip the shorter distance.
Melntosh has also pared
down her freestyle schedule
to enable her focus on other
events.

Titmus said she wasn't
disappointed not to be facing
them

“No, not really. I mean,
my toughest competitor |
train with every day and
thar's a massive task in it-
self.” she said, referring 10
teammate and former 200m
world record holder Mallie
O'Callaghan

“The fact that those two

have pulled out doesn't
change anything for me. Tt
doesn't change the way 1
want to swim the race ”
Titmus's form will tested
right out of the gate in Paris,

with her 400m title on the ||

line on day one at La Defense

i Arena

She beat Ledecky in a
thrilling final in Tokyo then
broke the American's long-
standing world record in
2022, unly for Mclntosh to
better the mark last year.

The Australian hit back 1o
reclaim the world record
months later with the clash
berween the three shaping as
a blockbuster.

"Out of all of my races 1
know how to race it the best.
I'm excited to see what [ can
put together on the world
stage.” Titmus said of the
400m.

I don't think about the re-
sult or the magnitude of the
Olympic Games, 1 just think
about purting together eight
great laps. —Agency
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Pakistan strikes twin
gold against India in
lifting, table tennis

Muhammad Usman of Pak-
istan won the gold medal in
85 kg by defeating his In-
dian opponent in the World
Strength Lifting Champi-
onships played in Kaza-
khstan.

Muhammad Usman also

waon a silver medal in the
incline bench press cate-
sory.
?7Pakistani  Strength
Lifter wins gold & silver,
makes history at World
Championship

Pakistani strength lifter
Muhammad Usman makes
history at the 11th #World-
StrengthLiftingChampi-
onship 2024 in #Kaza-
khstan!

Usman, captain of the

from the relentless atroci-
ties by the Israel Defence
Forces (IDF). In TTC Open
International Table Tennis,
Pakistan’s Arham bin Far-
rukh won the gold medal in
Under-21 by defeating In-
dian player Akshak in the
final played in Sharjah.

77Pakistan's Table
Tennis star Arham bin Far-
rukh wins Gold and Bronze
in Sharjah!

Pakistan's Arham bin
Farrukh clinched the #gold
medal in the Under-21 cate-
gory at the #TTC Open In-
ternational #TableTennis in
#Sharjah, d ting #lndian
player Akshak in the #final

Arham  also.
pic.twitter.com/KS0uQ5g0Q

#Pakistan Strength Lifting OJ

Team. won #gold and..
pic.twitter.com/506tk 5811

Pakistani player
Muhammad Usman named
his victory in the tourna-

ment for the people of

Palestine who are suffering

Arham bin  Farrukh
won the open category. “1
won the bronze medal.”
she expressed her joy after
winning the final game
against her Indian oppo-
nent.—Agency

Spain climb to third in
FIFA rankings,

Newly crowned European
champions Spain rose to
third in the latest FIFA
rankings published on
Thursday, while World Cup
winners Argentina held on
to the top spot following
their Copa America tri-
urmph

The rankings come after
a busy month for football,
with  Argentina  beating
Colombia 1o win the Copa
America and Spain defeat-
ing England 1o win the Eu-
ropean Championship.

England moved up to
fourth, leapfrogging Brazil
after their underwhelming

Copa America campaign

Argentina stay top
= i’

‘Wenezuela, who reached
the Copa America quarter-
finals, were the most im-
proved side in the rankings,
rising 17 places to 37th,
with Euro quarter-finalists
Turkey jumping 16 places
10 26th,

The top 10-ranked na-
tions:

1 - Argentina
France

- Spain

4 - England

5 - Brazil

6 - Belgium

7 - Netherlands

3 - Portugal

9 - Colombia

10 - Traly—Agency

United States and rraditional

rivals India, is reportedly
considering a review of
player contracts

Influential figures like
Mohammad Rizwan and
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Shaheen Afridi, alongside
Babar, might face demo-
tions in their central con-
tracts for the upcoming sea-
son as part of a broader
restructuring effort aimed at
revitalizing the team'’s for-
tunes —Agency

Britney
storms as
videos get

Spears'
her dance
labeled as

'boring' and 'sad'

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids® Corner section at regionaltimes10@gmail.com

Britney Spears labeled
the Osbourne's “boring” as
while she responded to Ozzy
Osbourne's comments about
being “fed up” with her In-
stagram dancing videos.

The Baby One More
Time singer responded in full
by penning a lengthy post on
her main Instagram page on
Wednesday and offered her
own feelings towards their
comments

Ag per Daily Mail, Tt is
pertinent to mention that on
Tuesday’s episode of The
Oshoumes podeast, the fam-
ily also stated that her danc-
ing clips were heartbreaking
and sad

On Tuesday's episode of
The Oshournes podeast, the
family also said her dancing
\,Lips wiere both "heartbreak-
ing" and "sad." according to
the earlier p

During a QnA session,
Britney was questioned by
fans about her TikTok dance
to which, her mother,
Sharon  admitted, "It
seems to me that TikTok,
when it first started, were
people doing silly
dances. And now it's de-
veloped into so much
more.”

As per Daily Mail, in
regards to this,

The Crazy Train hit-
maker, Ozzy Osbourne
then expressed that he
was "fed up with Brit-
ney's dance moves.”

Spears also penned a
post on Instagram that
mainly said that she
wanted to “tell the Os-
bourne family who is the
mast  boring  family
known to mankind to

kindly £*** offt|1”

Kim Kardashian's therapist gives shocking

Kim Kardashian revealed
some interesting advices
wiven by her therapist to her
ultra famous family.

The reality TV megastar
discussed the therapists

tle bit of homework on her.
"She said we all need
therapy — especially you
{Khloe),” said Kim.

After questioning whether
it was "a good idea’ for Kim's

¢ therapist to watch their real-

mcmul health during the new
episode of The Kardashians.
During the latest

Kim opened up to her
Khloe Kardashian, saying

watch their show to do a lit-

de opportunity to try to con-

that her therapist started to me

ity show, Khloé agreed with
the personal assessment.
Kim tried to use it as an

vinee Khloé to seek help, and
said, “I really think you need
to be on this journey with

She further said, pointing

therapy advice to her family

at camera, “Khloé¢ might
enjoy having someone help
her navigate thruugh certain
situations in life.”
Moreover, talking about
her own mental health, Kim
said that her therapist
pointed out that she thinks
'calm is her superpower.'

Kim continued to tell
Khloe what her therapist
said, “She thinks I am so
desensitized from trauma
that I am literally frozen in
fight or flight ™

“She believes one time

in life something happened
and 1 remained calm and
that worked for me. So 1
will always choose calm,”

Kim ba]cl while quoting her

being robbed at gunpoint in

2016 had something to do

with the change of her atti-
tude.

The Kardashians

streams on  Hulu every
Thursday.
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Pakistan Railways

Increases Trai

LAHORE: Pakistan Rail-
ways has announced a fare
hike for all trains, with ef-
fect from Friday, July 19.
media reported.

PR notification issued |

here on Thursday stated
that fares would be in-
creased by one percent for
all mail, express, intercity.
and passenger trains, in
cluding outsourced serv-
ices

This adjustment was
being implemented under
the rationale of fare ration-
alization. The fare for all
freight and goods trains
would see a two percent in-
crease. All stations, book-
ing offices. reservation of-
fices. and relevant stafT had
been informed in this re-
gard.
On June 11, Pakistan
Railways slashed train
fares by 25 percent to facil-
itate passengers during
Eidul Adha 2024 festivities.

Pakistan Railways an-
nounced a reduction in
fares for three days of Eidul
Adha 2024, which was ap-
plicable on all passenger
trains except for Eid special
trains

I”'W’; 1
W

Back in May 2024, Pak-
istan Railways announced
reduction in train fares
across various classes.

The economy class fares
of some trains had been re-
duced up to 34% while the
air-conditioned class fares
were reduced by 408

It is pertinent to mention
here that Pakistan Railways
collected an amount of over
Rs 70 million from ticket-
less passengers in a crack-
down during the last six
months with the help of
railway police and train
staffers.

“Around 59,143 passen-
wers found travelling with-
out tickets in different
trains and collected the said

n Fares

amount from them, which
is deposited in the offi
bank account of the depa
ment,” sources in the Mi
istry told APP. They said
that it was not the first time
that action was taken on a
large scale against ticket-
less passengers, adding that
these types of crackdowns
had taken place daily.
The sources said that
ticketless travelling was
illegal, and those who
were caught without a
ticket were charged a
ticket price for the whole
journey of the train be-
sides the penalty. Those
who do not pay are
handed over to the rail-
way police —RT/Agency

HEC Degree Verification
System Down

fo

Students
ation of
their degrees are facing a
rather precarious situa-
tion as the Higher Educa-
tion Commission's (HEC)
degree verification sys-
tem is non-operational
for as many as 10 days,

sources told Geo News

on Thursday

The sources say that
the degree verification of
hundreds of students
faces uncertainty and has
also left those worried
who intend to travel
abroad for higher studies

The government body,
each year, verifies de-
grees and provides edu-
cation credentials-related
services to hundreds if
not thousands of stu-
dents

HEC's degree attesta-
tion or verification serv-
ice is often utilised by
students wishing to se-
cure admissions into for-

r10 a
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tions which often require
HEC-attested, verified
documents to tackle the
issue of forged docu-
ments etc

Furthermore, the serv-
ice is also used by those
people intending to apply
for jobs as well as those
applying for immigration
to other countries

Lamenting the HEC's
attitude towards the said
issue, students have said
that their concerns have
not been addressed de-

ysS
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GHEEi EDUCATION COMM

eign educational institu-

spite visiting the body's
offices multiple times
They said that their
challans have not been
issued despite submitting
online applications.

Meanwhile, com-
mentin n the issue,
HEC o als have said

that the degree verifica-
tion system has malfunc-
tioned in Islamabad and
that challans and ap-
pointment dates will be
issued to the students as
soon as the system re-
covers.—RT/Agency

-Can you believe this?

Abottabad Mother Kills Her
Three Children

ABBOTTABAD: A hor-
rific incident occurred
in the Noori Shah area
of Abbortabad where a
mother allegedly slit
the throats of her three
children. According 1o
initial reports, an eight-
month-eld infant suc-
cumbed to their in-
juries, while two ather
children remain hospi-
talized

Police confirmed
that the suspect, be-
lieved to be suffering

from mental health is- scene, while the two crime —RT/Agency

=

sues, used a sharp ob-
ject to attack her chil-
dren. The eight-month-
old infant died at the

other children are currently
receiving medical treatment
e have launched an in-

vestigation  into  the

Pakistan Records World's
Highest Population
Growth Rate

ISLAMABAD: According
to the latest digital popula-
tion census report released
by the Pakistan Bureau of

Statistics, as of 2023, the f§

total number of Afghans
residing in Pakistan is
1,923,453,

Out of these, 939,878
are living in Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, 310,832 in
Punjab, and 145875 in
Sindh Additionally,
Balochistan hosts 474,812
Afghan residents, while
Islamabad, the federal
capital, accommaodates
52,056 Afghan nationals.

The number of Chinese
nationals  stands at
356,800 and 26,900 Ben-
eali residents, along with
172,158 foreigners from
other nationalities.

The bureau noted that

Pakistan has recorded the s

highest population growth
rate in the region and
globally, raising concerns
aboul the population po-

tentially  doubling by
2050,

The country is home to
21,260,079 Afghan, Ben-
gali, Chinese, and other

uf
s reside in the
country, The report also

highlights that 25,370,700
children aged 5 to 16 years
are currently out of
school. The Bureau of Sta-
tistics emphasized that the
literacy rate in Pakistan
has reached a record high
since 2017, with 61% lit-

¢ eracy overall, 58% among

males, and 53% among fe-

1| prime minister Imran Khan's

males —RT/Agency

Gandapur Praises
Peaceful Muharram
Processions

PESHAWAR Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur an-
nounced that all processions
and Majalis in the province

{| have concluded peacefully,

and he paid tribute to all rel-
evant institutions for ensur-
ing the smooth and secure
culmination of Muharram
Processions.

During Muharram, 846

y | processions and 8,857 Ma-

jalis were held across 14
districts of the province.
The chief minister com-
mended the efforts of the
civil administration, police,
security forces, Rescue
1122, Pesco, and municipal
administration for their
hard work in providing
foolproof  security and
other necessary arrange-
ments.

He expressed special
gratitude to the people of
the province for their coop-
eration during Muharram.

He also appreciated the
role of peace committees in
maintaining sectarian har-
mony and thanked scholars

-
and leaders of wvarious
schools of thought for their
contributions.

The chief minister high-
lighted the excellent
arrangements made by the
relevant institutions for un-
interrupted power supply,
cleanliness, traffic manage-
ment, and provision of
water and food during the
Majalis.

He directed police and
district inistration offi-

Friday, July 19, 2024

FIA Interpol Arrests Nine

Criminals fr

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Investigation Agency {FIA)
National Central Bureau
(NCB) Interpol has arrested
nine wanted criminals from
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), media reported.

According to the FIA
spokesperson, the amrested in-
dividuals were wanted by the
Punjab Police in wvarious
cases.

The amrested accused in-
clude Irfan Asghar, Farhan
Nazakat, Samar Abbas, Na-
jibullah, Saddam Hussain,
Muhammad Rafeeq,
Muhammad Sagib, Muham-
mad Usman, and Tarig
Mehmood.

The FIA spokesperson re-
vealed that the accused were
involved in murder and at-
tempted murder cases, with
some of them evading arrest
for up to 14 years.

The arrested individuals
will be brought back 1o Pak-
istan, with a team already
dispatched to UAE for their

extradition.

Earlier, the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) Int
pol arrested a wanted crimi-
nal, Rafeeq Ahmed. from
Saudi Arabia.

The suspect identified as
Rafeeq Ahmed, was wanted
in several cases, including
murder, and had been on the
run since 2016.

The FIA Interpol had is-
sued a Red Notice for
Ahmed’s arrest. and he was
finally apprehended in Saudi
Arabia after eight vears and
brought back to Karachi

In May, it was reported

om UAE
Xy, .r ——

that over the last six months,
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) National Cen-
tral Bureau (NCB) Interpol
of Pakistan successfully ap-
prehended 66 accused indi-
viduals wanted for serious
crimes across various coun-
tries.

These arrested individuals
were wanted in cases involv-
ing murder, attempted mur-
der, robbery, kidnapping, and
corruption, while, Red no-
tices were issued by FIA-
NCB Interpol Pakistan to fa-
cilitate their
apprehension.—RT/Agency

cials to remain on duty
until all Majalis are com-
pleted and participants
have safely returned
home.—RT/Agency

Azam

Khan

Testifies in

ISLAMABAD: Former
principal secretary Azam
Khan has submitted his state-
ment to the court in the 190
million pound reference
According to  the
statement, he served as
principal secretary to the
prime minister from Au-
cust 2018 to April 2022
He said that the PM's ad-
visor Shahzad Akbar
brought a signed note for
the cabinet's approval.
According  to  the
statement, Shahzad
Akbar said that the then

£_190m Case

PM had instructed to
present this secret deed
to the cabinet for ap-
proval

The file was sent to
the cabinet secretary so
that the matter could be
presented to the cabinet
for approval, He said
that he did not partici-
pate in the cabinet meet-
ing because it was an
‘in-camera session’

The NAB alsa pre-
sented the statement in
the court and Azam
Khan confirmed he
signed it. —RT/Agency

PIA Reduces Fares
for Umrah Pilgrims

Pakistan International Air-
lines (PLA) has announced a

reduction in airfares for |

travel to Saudi Arabia for
Umrah pilgrims

According w© a PIA
spokesperson, pilgrims trav-
elling from Toronto © Mad-
ina via Lahore will benefit
from 15pe discounted fares

The PIA spokesperson
stated that this discount is ef-
fecrive immediately and will
remain in effect until No-
vember 15

Last rime, Umrah fares
were reduced by 30 percent
on April 7 and remained ef-
fective till April 11 for pil-
grims traveling to Jeddah,
Madinah, Riyadh, and
Dammam

The Umrah pilgramage
is undertaken year-round
in the Grand Mosque of

{akkah. The new Umrah
season started earlier this
month, right afrer 1.8 mil-
lion Muslims from all
over the world undertook
the annual Hajj pilgrim-
age

It may be noted that
Saudi Arabia is reportedly
seeking to increase the num-
ber of Muslims performing
Umrzh to reach 30 million a
year—RT/Agency

'"WhatsApp Learning
Program' to Launch in

Lahore

LAHORE: The School Edu-
cation Department in Lahore
has decided to launch What-

|| sApp learning program for

teachers and parents in gov-
emment schools, media re-
ported.

Asg per the details, the
program, which is being im-
plemented in collaboration
with UNICEEF, will initially
be launched in 10 schools in
Lahore.

Under the program, 10
parents and 5 teachers from
each school will be selected
to participate in a 4-week
training session.

The training aims to im-
prove the educational stan-
dards in public schools. The
Education Authority has also
requested schools to submit a
list of interested teachers and
parents. The  development
came after Punjab Chief
Minister (CM) Maryam
Mawaz approved public
schools™ reorganization pro-

Schools

gramme focusing on rehabil-
itation of govemnment
schools across the provinee.
The Punjab chief minister
said that a target has been set
to construct and rehabilitate
1,000 grounds of government
schools in a period of six
months. She directed to start
weekly and monthly compe-

titions  in  government
schools. She directed a com-
prehensive  mapping  of

schools to determine facili-
ties and needs across Pun-
jab. She also called for a
plan to regularize 14,000
AEOs {Assistant Education
Officers) and SSEs (Sec-
ondary School Educators) in
Punjab.

The chief minister also
approved the launch of the
Green School Programme,
under which each student
will plant at least one
sapling, and digital mapping
of the plants will be com-

pleted —RT/Agency

Ahsan Igbal Urges Quick

Implementation of CPEC 2.0

ISLAMABAD Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Develop-
ment. and Special Initiatives,
Ahsan Igbal. chaired a meet-
ing on Thursday to assess the

implementation of decisions &

regarding  China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
projects.

These decisions were par- §

ticularly those made during
Prime ister  Shehbaz
Sharif t visit to China.

“There is complete agree-
ment between the | ip

=1

s corridors © 1

0]8. 1 ng Pakistan be-
hind while other regional

of China and Pakistan on the
second phase of the China-
Pakistan Economic Corricor,
also known as CPEC 2,0,
said Igbal

The minister said his visit
to China last week was a
continuation of the PM's dis-
cussions with the Chinese
president and prime minister,
which focused on the strate-
gic implementation of these
decisions to ensure the suc-
cess of CPEC 2.0

Mentioning the global in-
terest in China’s economic
development model, he said
world leaders were keen to
benefit from China’s innova-
tive approach. “As of 2018,
Pakistan was the biggest ben-
eficiary of China’s economic
madel and open market due
10 CPEC,™ he remarked

However, he  said,
progress slowed down after

projects.

Despite these setbacks,
Ahsan Tgbal stressed the co
tinued importance of CPEC
due 1o Pakistan’s strategic
geographical position. He
urged the Ministry of Rail-
ways 10 expedite the docu-
mentation and preparatory
steps for the ML1 project

“During my recent visit 10
China, we agreed to convene
an early meeting of the Joint
Financing Committee for the
MLI project, which will take
place within a month,” he an-
nounced

He stressed the need for
full preparation by the Min-
istry of Railways and other
concerned departments for
this eritical meeting. “Given
CPEC’s unique status, there
are ample growth opportuni-
ties. To capitalise on these
opportunities, we must be se-

1 their 2.0

- F i
rious about completing the
projects included in Phase
07 he added
The minister also called
for a collaborative effort
from all relevant ministries
and institutions to ensure the
timely completion of CPEC
projects, “The governments
of China and Pakistan have
agreed to start work on the
MLI1 project soon, The dura-
tion and stages of completion
will be determined in the up-
i of the Jomt
ommittee.”
Additionally, he urged the
Railway and National High-
way Authority (NHA) to pre-
pare a comprehensive master
plan for road construction
across the region. “The mas-
ter plan should outline how
CPEC and Pakistan can play
a pivotal role in connecting
the entire region and serve
as an engine of global eco-
nomic growth,” he
stressed —RT/Agency

CM to Present Balochistan’s Case
to Council of Common Interest

Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti
on Thursday said that interest
of the province would be pri-
oritised ar any cost in the
forthcoming meeting of the
Couneil of Common Interest-
CCI and all the decisions
would be taken in the best in-
terest of the people of the
province

These views were ex-
pressed by him while chair-
ing a meeting held ar Chief
Minister’s Secretariat to re-
view agenda items to be dis-
cussed in the forthcoming

Commeon Interest. Bugti said
that provincial government
intended to present the case
of the province before the
Couneil of Common Interest
in a befiting manner. He said
thar steps would be taken for
the overall progress, develop-
ment and prosperity of the
people of Balochistan after
addressing issues with the
federal government amicably
The meeting was amtended by
Parliamentary Secretary for
Inter Provincial Coordination,
Balochistan, Meena Majead,

| | QUETTA:Balochistan Chief meeting of the Council of Chief Secretary Balochistan,

Shakeel Qadir Khan, Secre-
tary, Inter Provincial Coordi-
nation Deparment, Balochis-
tan, Syed Sikandar Shah,
Secretary, Irrigation Depart-
ment, Balochistan, Hafiz
Abdul Majid, Secretary, En-
ergy Department, Bashir
Khan Bazai and others. Sepa-
rately, Balochistan Chief
Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti
on Thursday said that devel-
opment work of public inter-
est would be expanded across
the province to facilitate peo-
ple—RT/Agency

Kashmiris to Celebrate
Accession to Pakistan Day

SRINAGAR: Kashmiris on
both sides of the Line of
Control and the world over
will observe the Accession to
Pakistan Day, tomorrow,
(Friday) the 19th July, witha
renewed pledge to continue
the plebiscite struggle for
Jammu and Kashmir and its
complete merger with Pak-
istan.

According to a Kashmir
Media Service report on
Thursday, Tuly 19 as an im-

portant day of the Kashmir
history, said that in 1947 the
peaple of Kashmir had de-
cided their accession to Pak-
istan even before the parti-
tion of Indian sub-continent
Tt was on 19th July 1947,
genuine representatives of
the Kashmiris unanimously
passed the resolution of
Kashmir’s Accession to Pak-
istan during a meeting of the
Al Jammu and Kashmir
Muslim Conference at the

residence of Sardar Muham-
mad Thrahim Khan in Abi
Guzar area of Srinagar.

The historic resolution
called for the accession of
the Jammu and Kashmir to
Pakistan in view of its ex-

isting sentiments, reli-
gious, geographical, cul-
tural  and  economic

proximity to Pakistan and
aspirations of millions of
the Jammu and Kashmir
people.—RT/Agency

CM Bugti
To

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister, Mir Sarfraz Bugti
on Thursday said that devel-
opment work of public inter-
est would be expanded across
the province to facilitate peo-
ple.
These wviews were ex-
pressed by him while talking
to a delegation of divisional
presidents and general secre-
taries of PPP Balochistan
who called on him under the
leadership of Senator Sardar
Umer Gorgage at Chief Min-

Says, PPP Committed
Public Service

ister’s Secretaniat

¢ said that problems of
the workers and office bear-
ers of PPP Balochistan, who
were assets of the party,
would be addressed at distnct
level in compliance wath the
instructions of Chairman PPP
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

The CM said that PPP be-
lieved in providing services
to the people, adding that
party would further be organ-
1sed at district and divisional
levels of the province. He

sand that all issues of the
party would be addressed
through mutual understand-
ing

“Another session with all
the office bearers of the party
will be arranged to deliberate
upon the issues relating to the
affairs of the party,” Bugti
aid.

On the occasion, Secre-
tary  Information, PPP,
Balochistan, Sardar Sirbu-
land Jogezai and others were
alse present —RT/Agency

o
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Mustafa Kamal tells
Government to scrap
agreements with IPPs

KARACHL: Power sec-
tor crisis has been the
biggest problem than

terrorism, MQM leader

Mustafa Kamal said in a
press conference on
Thursday

MOM leader asked
incumbent government
to declare emergency to
tackle this problem.

He asked the govern-
ment to summon 40 in-
dependent power pro-
ducers (IPPs) and inform
them, “We could not im-
plement these agree-
ments”.

“The NEPRA cost has
been %.50 rupees per unit
of electricity, while the
bills lssued on 34 rupees
per unit,” he said

P

PTI Falls to Meet
Political Party
Standards:

Saeed

“Tell the government
of China and their com-
panies te have pity en
us, we are unable to im-
plement the agreement,”
Mustafa Kamal said.

He asked the govern-
ment to discuss the mat-
ter with companies, “tell
them, we want to revisit
the entire agreement,” he
added —RT/Agency

Turkiye Remembers July 15th
Coup Attempt While Reflecting
On Democracy's Resilience

Karachi: Acting Consul
General of the Republic of
Turkive, Ali Fuat Erkurt,
led a solemn gathering at
the Turkiye Consulate in
Karachi to commemorate
the dark chapter of the na-
tion's history: the July 15th
coup attempt in 2016, At-
tended by Turkish nation-
als, intellectuals, educators,
and prominent figures from
the city. the event was a
poignant reminder of the re-
silience of  Turkive's
democracy in the face of
adversity
Erkurt emphasized that
the coup atiempt orches-
trated by the Fethullahist
Terrorist 0|gan|/allon
(FET)) was not just an at-
tack on the government but
a direct assault on demo-
cratic principles, freedoms,
and the Turkish way of life
He recounted the harrowing
events of that night when
rogue military factions at-
tempted to overthrow the
democratically elected gov-
ernment, leading to chaos
and tragic loss of lives,
"Under the leadership of
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, ordinary civilians
displayed extraordinary
bravery in standing up
against the coup plotters,”

Erkurt stated, iting
the courage shown by Turk-
ish citizens who defended
democracy despite the peril
they faced

The aftermath saw swift
action by the Turkish gov-
emnment  to  dismantle
FETO's network, with
thousands arrested and ex-
tensive  investigations
launched to ensure justice
for the wictims
stressed the ongoing im
portance of defending
demaocracy, upholding the
rule of law, and safeguard-
ing freedoms from threats
both domestic and abroad

“In remembering our
fallen heroes and the re-

1

silience shown on July

v and solidarity :hal
es us as a nation,’
Erkurt concluded. The
eventincluded a documen-
tary showcasing the his-
tory of the coup attempt,
underscoring the s
cance of remembering and
learning from such pivotal
moments in Turkiye's his-
tory.

The gathering also paid
tribute to Mustafa Kemal
Atatiirk, the founder of the
Republic of Turkiye, and
all martyrs who have sac-
rificed for the nation's in-
dependence and democ-
racy —RT

Karachi Heatwave: Lawyers
Request Exemption From
Wearlng Black Coats

KARACHIL: The Karachi
Bar Association (KBA) has
sought an "exemption from
wearing black coars” in the
courts amid extremely hot
and humid weather

The bar association wrote
a lemer to the sessions
judges, seeking an exemp-
tion for lawyers from wear-
ing black coars for 10 days
due to the ongoing heat wave
in the port city

The KBA general secre-
tary said that lawyers were
facing difficulties in per-
forming tasks while wearing
black coats and also bearing
health issues

Therefore, the sessions’
judges have been requested
to allow lawyers to perform
court-related tasks without
sporting black coats

The temperature in the
city has reached alarmingly
high levels for the last few
days making life miserable
for the masses after mercury
soared to 37°C today which

Sindh Local Bodies Minister
Saeed Ghani has said the PTI
does not fall within the pa-
rameters of a political party,
adding the PPP does not
want any political party
should be banned.

Talking to journalists
after a reception, Saeed
Ghani said economic devel-
opment hinged on political
stability, adding his party ac-
cepted the Supreme Court”
verdict on reserved seats de-

15th, we honor the spirit of

§|Jilc the fact it had ambigu-
ity.

KARACHL PPP lcader and

Ghani

“The PTI founder was re-
moved as a result of a no-
confidence move against
him. But he is happy wath the
current situation

He does not want his per-
sonality should be d

FPCCI: Government Should
Renegotiate IPP Agreements
to Save Economy

Karachi: The Federation of
Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FPCCI)
has called upon the govem-
ment to renegotiate Indepen-
dent Power Producer (IPP)
agreements urgently. Malik
Khuda Bakhsh, Convenor of
FPCCI's Central Standing
Committee on Energy, em-
phasized the critical need to
revise current agreements to
alleviate the burden of exor-
bitant electricity tariffs on in-
dustries.

In a joint appeal with in-
dustry leaders including S5.M.
Tanveer of the United Busi-
ness Group, Bakhsh high-
lighted that existing IPP con-
tracts have led to
unsustainable  electricity
costs, hindering industrial
growth and posing a grave

threat to the national econ-
omy. The FPCCI asserts that
immediate action is impera-
tive to mitigate these adverse
effects and foster a con-
ducive environment for eco-
NOMIC recovery.

Bakhsh further under-
scored the widespread im-
pact of high energy prices

across all sectors, stressing
the urgent requirement for
a cnmprehensive review
and audit of IPP opera-
tions, The current tariff
structure, exacerbated by
substantial capacity
charges, has rendered elec-
tricity prices in Pakistan
among the highest in the
region, thereby discourag-
ing new investments and
impeding industrial expan-

sion.

The FPCCI's stance re-
flects the escalating con-
cern among industrialists
nationwide, who contend
that unless addressed
promptly, the energy crisis
could precipitate further
closures of manufacturing
facilities and exacerbate
economic challenges —RT

Such kind of behaviour does
not suit a politician. The PTI
founder does not think be-
yond his personality,” the
PPP lcader said.

The PTI will have to
prove Ihd[ itis a pul]lnal

cal party, Sau.d Ghani
said —|

Mayor Commends
Security Efforts
in Karachi

KARACHI: Karachi Mayor
Murtaza Wahab has appreci-
ated the police, security
forces, law enforcement
agencies, administration and
other nstitutions for ensuring
peaceful Youm-e-Ashur in
the City.

Talking to the media,
Mayor Murtaza Wahab said
Muharram security arrange-
ments were made excellent
and all the institutions in
Karachi did a good job.

“We stand with state. If a
decision is in favour of you,
you say it is good. There is
water problem in Karachi,
which will be salved soon.
We are Pakistanis; every in-

stitution is respectable for us.
The first phase of Safe
City will be completed in 12
months. A licence must be
abtained for commercial sale
and purchase of water,” the
mayor said
Additional 1G Karachi
praised the police for the
excellent security
arrangements during
Muharram

He thanked the organ-
isers of the procession and
other organisations for their
cooperation and said law
and order and protection of
lives and property of the
citizens are the first priority
for the police.—RT

Transport
Canada Approves
Pakistan's
Security

Aviation

felr like 54°C
A day earlier, the mer-

cury in the metropolis
reached a sweltering 40.5°C
which in reality felt like
scorching 56°C as sea
breezes came to a halt while
humidity level was 66% at

73
k-]

m
The feels-like tempera-
ture is based on the experi-
ence of the actual sensation
of heat or cold outdoors and
is based on various environ-
mental factors comprising
humidity levels, air tempera-
ture and wind speed — all of

which together influence the
perception of weather among
individuals according to their
exposure

The Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department (PMD)
had predicted that sea
breezes would be started in
Karachi from Thursday
evening  which  would
slightly bring down the mer-
cury to 36°C to 38°C

Moreover, it also forcast
chances of isolated thunder-
storms and rain from Thurs-
day to Friday in the provin-
cial capital —RT/Agency

Chinese Bus Maker to Set
Up Plant in Karachi

KARACHI: A major Chi-

nese bus maker has decided [

to install a manufacturing
plant of intra city, EV buses
in Karachi, media reported
on Thursday.

The CEO of Yutong
Middle East and other offi-
cials called on Sindh's
transport minister Sharjeel
Memon today

“The work for the Yu-
tong bus-making plant’s in-
stallation will start within
three months,” talking to
media provincial minister

installation  of
buses manutacturing plant
will be completed by the
next year,” Sharjeel Memon
told media.

“Mow Yutong’s intra-
city and electric buses will
be  manufactured  in
Karachi,” he said. “The
plant will assemble the
4 diesel
Sindh’s minister
said.
He said the installation

of bus plant will boost in-
dustries and create new op-
portunities of jobs

“The preparation of
buses in Karachi will help
in saving foreign exchange,
while the buse: port will
also benefit Pakistan,” he
added —RT/Agency

KARACHI: In a major de-
wvelopment, the security dele-
gation  from  Transport
Canada on Wednesday com-
pleted the security audit of
Jinnah International Airport,
media reported

Agcording to Airports

Security Force (ASF), the

team conducted thorough in-

spection of the security

arrangements in place at the

airport and found them sat-

isfactory.
D

 the audit, the
ASF team comprising Na-
tional Inspectors gave a
briefing to the Transport
Canada team.

The assessment team was
given briefing on security
deployment, entry control,
screening,  issuance  of
passes and addressing emer-
gency situations.

The Transport Canada
team commended the efforts
of the ASF for taking addi-
tional measures to ensure
the safety of the Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines’ (PIA)

direct flights to Canada.

The team also termed the
overall aviation security
measures satisfactory at the
international airports of Pak-
istan.

It is pertinent to mention
that the two-member delega-
tion from Transport Canada
arrived in Pakistan on July
15 for the security audit of
the Jinnah International Air-
port. The delegation, com-
posed of Transportation Se-
curity Inspectors Barbara
Dudrat and Abdul Tahir was
warmly welcomed by Direc-
tor PCA Shahid Qadir at the
Civil Aviation headquarters.

The delegation’s aim was
to assess the implementation
of various security protocols
at the airport.
This assessment in-
cluded reviewing the pro-
cedures and special secu-
rity measures in place for
direct flights from Pak-
istan to Canada. specifi-
cally focusing on PIA

flights. —RT/Agency

Karachi Officials Blame
Private Builder for Malir
Children's Deaths

KARACHI: The Karachi city
govemment on  Thursday
shifted blame onto the pri-
vate housing society's builder
for deaths of children who
fell into 4 manhole in Malir's
Memon Goth area.

At least two children had
died in the tragic incident,
while three others were res-
cued alive on Wednesday.
Those rescued alive we
shifted to the Jinnah Post-
graduate Medical Centre in
critical condition.

Police said several chil-
dren were standing on the
manhole lid, which collapsed
under their weight, The inci-
dent ok place when chil-
dren had gathered at a
Muharram sabeel in Ghafoor

lony

People of the private soci-
ety have dug deep wells for
sewerage as the colony does
not have proper sewage sys-
tem.

This is not a one-off event
as at least 17 people have
died after falling into sewer
nullahs or gutters in Karachi
this year.

Residents of the area res-
cued the children on their
OWN &5 TESCUE OTganisations

could not be reached because i

cellular services were sus-
pended by the provincial
government, in a bid to en-
hance security for moumning
processions on  10th of

Muharram

The deceased have been
identified as 10-year-old
Taha Lashari and 4-year-old
Hasnain. The other three are
T-vear-old Saqib, 11-year-old
Parvez and a 10-year-old
unidentified kid

Memon Goth is consid-
ered a stronghold of the rul-
ing Sindh govemment’s
party, the Pakistan Peoples
Party. The residents of the
backward area apprised Geo
News that it was third such
incident within one and a hal f
years wherein children fell
into a manhole

Talking on Geo News'
mme “Geo Pak-
Karachi Deputy
Mayor Salman Abdullah
Murad said it was a pri-
vare society, therefore, its
builder was responsible 1o
provide all the facilities

and infrastructure to its
residents,

“Responsibility of the
incident lies on shoulders
of the private society's
builder,” he said

He said it was a big
tragedy and he personally
went to the deceased's
]|Ia||se to condole the fam-
1

Y.

The deputy mayor said
after one such incident
had some time ago taken
place in Memon Goth, po-
lice had caught a couple
of people stealing cover
of a manhole. He said
citizens were also respon-
sible to some extent for
such unfortunate inci-
dents as they should im-
mediately inform police
watching a culprit damag-
ing or stealing public
property. —RT/Agency

Karachi Heatwave: 2 More Deaths
Reported as 'Feels Like'
Temperature Hits 54°C

KARACHI:  Two more

deaths were reported in

Karachi due to a heatwave
during the past couple of
days as the temperature in the
city reaches alarmingly high
levels, the Sindh Health De-
partment said Thursday.

With the two fatalities re-
ported at Civil Hospital, the
number of casualties that oc-
curred due to heat stroke
from Jume till now has
reached 51, the health author-
ities added

The port city has been in
the grip of a heatwave for the
last few days making life
miserable for the masses as
they face hours-long unan-
nounced load-shedding de-
spite the power utility's as-
surances

A day earlier, the mercury
in the metropolis reached a
sweltering 40.5°C which in
reality felt like scorching
56°1

The feels like temperature
is based on the experience of
the actual sensation of heat or
cold outdoors and is based on

wvarious environmental fac-
tors comprising humidity
levels, air temperature and
wind speed — all of which
together influence the per-
ception of weather amang in-
dividuals according to their
expasure.

Meteorologists say that
the “feels like" temperature is
the perceived temperature in
a certain area and can be
higher owing to environmen-
tal factors, despite the actual
temperature

It is the temperature
which is sensed by the
human body after its inter-
action with the temperature

reflected from Earth's sur-
face

Furthermore, the health
department revealed that
nearly 50 heatstroke cases
were reported in the last 24
hours.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD) =aid that the current
temperature in the country's
financial hub stands at 37°C
which feels like 54°C

With humidity levels
standing at 64%, the me-
tropelis is experiencing a
24-kilometre-per-hour sea
breeze, the Met Office
said —RT/Agency

Javed Odho takes over as
Karachi’s top cop again

KARACHI: Javed Alam
Odho has been appointed
as  Additional Inspector
General {AIG) Karachi po-
lice on Thursday, media re-
ported.

Javed Alam Odho previ-
ously served in the position
and was replaced by
Khadim Hussain Rind in
September 2023,

Javed Alam Odho’s
reappointment comes after
a surge in street crimes in
Karachi, which led to the
removal of the previous po-
lice chief, Khadim Hussain
Rind on March 30,

Imran Yagoob Minhas
was given the additional
charge of Additional 1G
after  the removal of
Khadim Hussain  Rind,

Imran Yagoob Minhas is
currently serving as Addi-
tional 1G Counter Terror-
ism Department (CTD).
Earlier in April, it was
reported that the Sindh
government decided to re-
move the then Karachi po-
lice chief Imran Yagoob
due to a surge in street
crimes in the metropo-
lis. The PPP government
had decided to replace
Additional 1G Karachi
Imran Yaqoob Minhas
only 15 days after his
appointment to the top
post.—RT/Agency
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ISLAMABAD: BML, a Fitch
Solutions company, has fore-
cast that Pakistan Tehrezk-2-
Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan is unlikely to walk free
anytime soon, while Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif-led

coalition government may |

prove a house of cards in the
next one-and-a-half years
amid economic uncertainties.

“Despite several success-
ful legal appeals, opposition
leader Imran Khan will re-
main imprisoned for the fore-
seeable future.” predicted
BMIL. in its Pakistan Country
Risk Report for the fourth
quarter of the calendar year
2024,

The risk evaluation com-
pany also painted a dire sce-
nario for the ruling alliance,
which is considering banning
PTI as a political party over
its alleged anti-state activities
following a favourable ver-
dict by the country’s top
court in its reserved seats
case.

“We expect that the Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N)-led government

Fitch Says, Imran’s
Release Unlikely; Government May
Last 18 Months

will remain in power over the

coming 18 months and will
succeed in pushing through
with International Monetary
Fund (IMF) mandated fiscal
reform:

Going a step further, the
Fitch Solutions company also
appears to have figured out
who or what will fill the vac-
uum created by the antici-
pated ouster of the incumbent

government
“In the unlikely event that
the government is replaced,

the most likely alternative is
a technocratic administration
rather than fresh elections.™

the BMI prophesied

Touching on the threats,
the report says there is a
greater likelihood of negative
events or factors affecting fu-
ture growth than positive
anes. This means the odds of
setbacks, slowdowns, or
ather adverse consequences
are greater than the chances
of improvements.

“The risks 10 our growth
outlook are heavily weighted
to the downside. Pakistan's
economy remains very frag-
ile in the face of external
shocks

“Given that 40% of Pak-

istanis work in agriculture,
another flood or drought
would pose a significant nsk
to the economy. The coun-

try's fragile political situation
could also derail the recov-
ery,” the risk evaluator said.

It said while parties were
successful in creating a new
coalition government follow-
ing the February election. the
strong electoral performance
of independent candidates
was backed by jailed PTI
leader Imran Khan.

"Another  round  of
protests in urban areas could
disrupt economic activity,”
the Fitch wing wamed

On the economic side, the
BMI doesn’t see an imminent
crisis haunting Pakistan but
wams that a lot depends on
the political stability and cli-
matic conditions conducive
to agricul ture.

“As we had predicted.
economic activity in Pakistan
was stronger than most ana-
lysts had expected in the fis-
cal vear 2023-24 (July 2023-
June 2024).

“Economic

growth in

Pakistan will accelerate from
24%;i in the fiscal year 2023-
in the fiscal year
riven by monetary
easing, improved agricultural
output and slowing infla-
tion,” the Fitch firm said

In its forecast regarding
one of the most important
economic indicators, it said,
“We think that Pakistan’s
current account deficit will
remain small but will widen
from 0.8% of GDP in fiscal
year 2023-24 to 1.0% of
GDP in 202425

It said easing inflation
would provide the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) with the
space to cut its key policy
rate from 22% to 16% in
0124

“We expect that policy-

makers at the SBP will con-
tinue to loosen policy over
the longer term, to 14% by
the end of 2025 “The key sk
to this forecast is towards
faster-than-expected infla-
tion, which would cause pol-
\Lynmkua o slow their eas-
the Fitch firm
addud —RT/Agency

[

Pakistan Bar Council Calls
For Constitutional Court
Formation

ISLAMABAID. The Pakistan
Bar Council has called for
the formation of formation of
Constitutional Court in the
country through a constitu-
tional amendment, ARY
News reported.

As per deails, the bar
council said that the pro-
paaed court would exclu-
vely hear political and con-
stitutional cases, providing
timely justice to the people.

The Pakistan Bar Council
believes that the establish-
ment of a constitutional court
would save valuable time and
provide swift justice 1o the
COMIMON man,

The council has also ex-
pressed support for the ap-
pointment of ad hoc judges 1o
help expedite the decisi
making process in cases.

Curremly, a significant
amount of the Supreme
Court's rime is spent hearing
political cases, and the estab-

lishment of a constitutional
court would help alleviate
this burden

Earlier today, another re-
tired judge Justice Magbool
Bagar declined an offer to
serve as an ad hoc judge of
the Supreme Court

Bakar has become the
second judge 1o refuse the
appointment as Justice (r)
Mushir Alam had trned
down the offer 10 work as an
ad hoc judge for a three-year
Term.

Justice Bakar, and Alam
were nominated for the ad
hoe position in the upcoming
ial Commission of
Pakis-tan (JCP) meeting
scheduled for Friday, July 19

The JCP, chaired by
Chief Justice Isa, will con-
sider appointing four retired
judges — Mushir Alam,
Magbool Bagar, Mazhar
Alam Miankhel and Sardar
Tariq Masood — as ad hoc
members of the Supreme
Court —RT/Agency

Islamabad Urges Kabul To
Act Against Bannu

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on
Wednesday summoned the
Depury Head of Mission of
the Afghan Embassy in Is-
lamabad and demanded de-
cisive action against terror-
ists involved in the anack on
Bannu Cantonment,media
reportad

According to a statement
issued by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
Pakistan issued a strong de-
marche to Afghanistan over
the attack which claimed the
lives of eight security per-
sonnel

While expressing con-
cems over the use of Afghan
soil for carrying out terror
attacks, Pakistan demanded
a swift action against the
outlawed Hafiz Gul Ba-
hadur Group based in
Afghanistan.

The group, along with
outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), has been re-
sponsible for several deadly
attacks within Pakistan.

Pakistan wrged the in-
terim Afghan government to

Attackers

"_,‘

fully investigate and take
immediate, robust and effec-
tive action against the per-
petrators of the Bannu at-
tack and to prevent such

attacks against Pakistan
using the territory of
Afghanistan

“The Bannu Cantonment
attack is yet another re-
minder of the serious threat
posed by terrorism to re-
gional peace and security.
Pakistan reiterates the call
for decisive action against
terrorism and remains stead-
fast in its commitment to
combat this menace and to
uphold its security against

all threats,” the MoFA state-
ment said

It is pertinent to mention
here that Pakistan security
forces killed 10 terrorists
who attacked Bannu Can-
tonment

early hours of Monday. The
attackers attempted to infil-
trate the Bannu cantt but
were repelled, leading them
to detonate an explosive-
laden wvehicle against the
perimeter wall The secur ity

and killed all the attackers,
while eight personnel were
also martyred —RT/Agency

LHC Sets Hearing For
Imran’s Bail in May

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Thursday
adjourned hearing on the
of the Pakistan

eek-¢-Insaf (PTT)
founder Imran Khan against
disposal of interim bails in
three May 9 cases till July

Two-member bench com-

9 Cases

prising  Justice  Amjad
Rafique and Justice Shehram
Sarwar conducted hearing on
Imran Khan's pleas.

PTI founder has pleaded
before the LHC that the trial

be accepted by the LHC

It must be remembered
that the PTI founder’s bail
pleas were dismissed in
three cases related to May
9 riots which include cases

s baill of attacking Askari Tower

T
Loing against the Facts, there-
fore, his interim bail petitions

and Jinnah House and
arson in Shadman Police
Station.—RT/Agency

Rana Sanaullah:
Government Can
Ban A Political Party
Under Article 17

LAHORE: PML-N senior
leader Rana Sanullah Khan
says Article 17 of the C
tution allows the gov emnn:m
to give declaration to ban a
political party

Speaking at a TV talk
show, Sanaullah said that
after approval by the cabinet
the declaration 1o ban a polit-
ical party is referred to the
Supreme Court within 15
days.

“If the apex court agrees
o the declaration, a ban is
imposed on that pany,"
Sanaullah said, adding the
government had only ex-

pressed its intentions (with
regard to banning the PTI) so
far.

He said once the goven-
ment takes a decision, the
constitutional procedure will
be followed.

The former minister said
like the PTI, the povernment
also has the ﬁLlll 10 present
its point of view and strive
for its success.

“There is no harm in
making efforts if the govern-
ment has an option to get the
reserved seats through con-
stitutional  means,”  he
added —RT/Agency

Ex-Minister
Ejaz Demands

Record

Oof IPP

Payments

ISLAMABAD: Former
caretaker federal minister
Gohar Ejaz has demanded
record of the payments
made to the independent
power producers, media
reported on Thursday,

Former  commerce
minister has demanded of
Federal Minister of En-
ergy Awais Leghan to
make the data of all 106
IPPs public.

The nation should be
mformed about  these
power plants and how
much electricity generated
by each of them according
to their capacity, former
minister demanded

Gohar Ejaz also de-
manded that the record of
capacity payments made
to the [PPs should also be
made public and the data
of their generation costs

should also be unveiled
before the public.
Former minister de-
manded that the payments
made to the IPPs for fuel
costs should be declared
in public and the data of
recov made by the in-
dependent power produc-
ers should also be dis-
closed

“People want to know
on which rate the el
ity being suppl
them,” he said

He said the electricity
price should be below 30
rupees per unit He also de-
manded that the agree-
ments with the [PPs
should be changed nto

“take and pay” mode
“The government

should buy cheaper elec-
tricity where it is available,”
he said —RT/Agency

Retired Judge Maqbool
Baqar Declines Supreme
Court Appointment

ISLAMABAD: Justice (re-
tired) Magbool Bagar on
Thursday declined an offer to
serve as an ad hoc judge of
the Supreme Court, becom-
2 the second judge to re-
fuse the appointment follow-
Ing criticism

Days before his an-
nouncement, retired Supreme
Court judge Mushir Alam
had turned down the offer to
work as an ad hoc judge fora
three-year term.

The Judicial Commission
of Pakistan (ICP), headed by
Chief Justice Qaz Faez Isa,
is scheduled to meet on Fri-
day to consider the appoint-
ment of four retired apex
court judges.

While the govemnment
strongly believes the need
exists for additional judges to
clear mndln; cases, the main
opposition party Pakistan
Tehreek-¢-Insaf (PTI) has
termed the mowve as "dishon-

i

ty”™.

Talking to Geo News,
Justice (retired) Bagar said
that he was deciding against
hucommg an ad hoc judgc
due to pubunal reasons”.

that the appointment of ad
hoc judges to the apex court
is in ling with the law and
cism is "baseless”

Bad\mg CIP Isa's des
sion, Baqar, who also served
as the caretaker chief minis-
ter of Sindh, said that it was
"crucial” to appoint ad hoc
judgzes in light of the backlog

of cases.

The development comes
after PTI Secretary General
Omar Ayub, in conversation
with joumnalists in Islamabad,
said hiring three or four
judges won't address the
issue of thousands of pending
A

[+

5.
"The motive behind the

move is to appoint 'like-
minded'  judges to the
Supreme Court.  Political

workers and the lawyers' fra-
ternity reject the move"
Ayub, the Leader of the Op-
position in the National As-
sembly, said.

Ayub also requested that
the ad hoc judges, when ap-
pointed, should not be al-
lowed to hear the cases relat-
ing to PTL

For his part, PTI Chair-

- man Barmister Gohar termed

the move "dishonesty" and
said that all of a sudden, the
JCP plans to appoint four ad
hoc judges during vacations
" Appointing these judges

for three years is malicious.
Ad hoc judges will be harm
ful to an independent judici-
ary, we are taking this matter
up in the Supreme Judicial
Council. Judges should not
make this issue controver-
sial."

Meanwhile, Law Minister
Azam Azam Nazeer Tarar
has said that ad hoc judges
should be appeinted to the
Supreme Court.

" Ad-hoc judges should be
appointed. The constitution
allows it. Moreowver, the Judi-
cial Commission appoints
them, not the chief justice.”
he explained, as the PTI
keeps raising concerns about
CIF Isa

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Bagar and
Alam were among four

Judges, including Mazhar

Alam Miankhel and Sar-
dar Tariq Masood. whose
names were to be consid-
ered in the JCP's Friday
meeting —RT/ Agency

Imran Challenges Physical
Remand In LHC

LAHORE Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
founder Imran Khan has

challenged the physical re-
mand granted by an anti-ter-
rorism court in 12 cases,
media reported

As per details, the peti-
tion filed in Lahore High
Court argued that the lower
court did not thoroughly re-
view the record while grant-
ing physical remand, and
that the police have already
conducted their investigation
while the petitioner was in
jail.

The petition further ar-
gued that the law was not
followed during the granting
of physical remand, and re-
quested the court that the
physical remand be declared
null and void in all 12 cases.

Earlier, an Anti-Terrorism
Court (ATC) sent Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)y
founder Imran Khan on a 10-
day physical remand in 12
cases pertaining to riots on
May 9

Imran Khan was pro-

a video link
as the prosecutor cited “secu-
rity concerns” for not produc-
ing him in person.

“Why can't you produce
the accused in person before
the court?,” the judge,
Khalid Arshad asked The
prosecutor replied that the
PTI founder cannat be pre-
sented in court for security
T2As0Ns.

The prosecutor said that
they wanted to investigate
the PTI founder regarding
the footage they found of the
May 9 incidents.

The prosecutor said that
the PTI founder would not

he taken away from the Adi-
ala Jail and be investigated
there, On the other hand, the
defence counsel opposed the
physical remand plea, main-
taining that the physical re-
mand cannot be granted if an
accused is presented via
video link.Usman Gul, the
PTI founder's lawyer, said
that the physical remand
cannot be given without the
appearance of the accused It
is pertinent to mention here
that Imran Khan and his wife
Bushra Bibi are already on
six-day physical remand in a
new Toshakhana case till
July 19 —RT/Agency

Law Minister Claims
CJP Isa Not Interested In
Tenure Extensmn

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Law and Justice Azam
Nazeer Tarar on Thursday
said that in late April or early
May, there was a meeting
with the Chief lustice (CIP)
Qazi Faez Isa regarding the
Judicial Commission in
which he stated that he was
not interested in extending
the tenure

In a statement, the minis-
ter denied the news about the
extension of the tenure of
Chief Justice Qazi Faiz Isa
and said that because of the
high pension bill, the debate
about the extension of the
tenure of government em-
ployees arose.

The federal law minister i

stated that ad hoc judges
should be appointed as the

constitution permits for this.
He said that the matter of
imposing Article 6 on PTI
leaders could be brought to
the Parliament for debate.
The law minister said that
there is a genuine case of Ar-
ticle & against quit.rs of Pak-
nsaf leaders
as the constitution was vio-
lated by dissolving the as-

semblies in the presence of a
no-confidence motion

Azam Nazeer said that
the issue of the application
of Article 6 on PTI leaders
could be brought to the Par-
liament for debate. Last
year decision was not taken
to ban the PTI to maintain
the political environment,
he said —RT/Agency

PPP Backs Government
Amid PTI Ban Controversy

ISLAMABAD: The PPP sec-
retary general on Thursday
said that the party has de-
cided to “stand with the fed-
eral cabinet’s decisions™,
days after a few senior party
members decried the govem-
ment’s announcement to ban
the PTLEarlier this week, the
federal government an-
nounced that it had decided

to ban the party and seek Ar-
ticle 6 proceedings against its
founder Imran Khan, ex-
president Dr Arif Alvi, and
former National Assembly
{NA) deputy speaker Qasim
Suri. The move appeared to
be an attempt to prevent the
PTI from becoming the sin-
wle largest party in the NA as
the announcement was made

on the heels of relief given to
the party by the top court in
the case of the reserved seats
as well as to the party chief in
the Iddat case The an-
nouncement attracted flak
from across the political
spectrum, with stakeholders
from ditferent parties
terming the move “unde-
mocratic."—RT/Agency
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