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I| which he was briefed on
KARACHI Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharnif is chamng A meefing re'gard-
ing the Karachi Port Trust, Port Qasim Authority and Pakistan National Shipping

Upgrade

KARACHI: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has di-
rected to take comprehen-
sive measures for the
upgradation of the
Karachi Port and ease of
access to the harbour via
rail and road connectiv-
ity.

During his one-day
visit to Karachi on Sun-
the premier issued
the directives  while
chairing a session in

Revenue (FBR) chairman
and others.

PM Shehbaz said that
steps should be taken to
reduce Customs clear-

the Karachi Port Trust
(KPT). Port Qasim and
Pakistan Mational Ship-
Corporation

Top Hamas Official Open To
Hostage Deal Talks Without
Permanent Ceasefire

The hl;h level session
was attended by federal
ministers  Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Jam Kamal
Khan, Ahad  Khan
Cheema, Attaullah Tarar,
Sindh Governor Kamran
Tessori, Sindh  Chief

ance time by installation
of modern machinery. He
also emphasised on con-
nectivity of the KPT via
road and rail network for
the ease of access for
woods,

He also directed that
the

Gaza: A Hamas official said
Sunday the Palestinian group
was ready to discuss a
hostage release deal with Is-
rael even without a "com-
plete” ceasefire

The apparent easing of
Hamas's position comes as
long-stalled diplomatic ef-
forts 1o secure a ceasefire
and hostage release have
gathered pace with a new
proposal and  meetings
hosted by Qatan and Egyvpt-
ian mediators

"Hamas had previously
required that Israel agree toa
complete and permanent
ceasefire,”" the top official
told AFP as the war entered
its 10th month

But mediators have of-
fered assurances “that as
long as the... negotiations
continued, the ceasefire
would continue”, said the of-
ficial, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

Israel, which vowed 10
destroy Hamas in response
1o the group's October 7 at-
tack thar sparked the war,
has repeatedly rejected de-
mands for a permanent
ceasefire.

US President Joe Biden
announced a plan in lae
May that included an initial
six-week truce and the ex-
change of hostages held by
Hamas for Palestinian pris-
oners held in Israel

Talks quickly stalled bur
a US official said Thursday
that a new text from Hamas

“moves the process forward
and may provide the ba:
for closing the deal”
Egvpt's state-linked Al-
(ahera News said late Satur-
day that Cairo was "hosting
Israeli and American delega-
tions" and mediators were in
contact with Hamas amid
“intensive Egyptian meet-
ings this week with all par-
ties" In Israel, anti-govemn-
ment protesters demanding a
hostage release deal blocked
roads in the commereial hub
of Tel Aviv on a nationwide
“disruption day" from 6:29
am, the time Hamas
launched their amack on Oc-
tober 7 Data scientist Yoni
Peleg, 34, said protesters
Were cry ‘out for help...
1o end the war" and pressure
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's government to
secure the release of the re-
maining hostages Hamas's
unprecedented October 7 at-
tack on southern Israel re-
sulted in the deaths of 1,195
people, mostly civilians, ac-

cording to an AFP tally
based on Tsraeli figures.

Hamas seized 251
hostages, 116 of whom re-
main in Gaza, including 42
the military says are dead.

Isragl has carried out a
military offensive that has
killed at least 38,153 people
in Gaza, also mostly civil-
ians, according 1o data from
the health ministry in the
Hamas-run terriony

Israel has said it would
send a delegation to continue
talks with Qatari mediators,
though a  government

1pnkesmn|1 said Friday there
were  still  “gaps"  with
Hamas An  official with

knowledge of the mediation
said US Central Intelligence
Agency (ClA)  director
William Burns would also
o to Qatar this week. If full
negotiations start, Hamas
expects them to take be-
tween two 1o three weeks,
according to the official
from the Islamist move-
ment —RT/Agency

Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, Federal Board of

Expressway
should be opened 24/7 to
ensure an  unhindered

Lyari

supply of goods to the
KPT. as well as linking
the port to the Malir Ex-
pressway to improve the

delivery of goods.

He ordered to enhance
the goods” supply by link-
ing the port to a rail net-
WO

ork

PM Shehbaz ordered
the Port Qasim Authority
to reduce charges for
LNG cargo vessels and
bring them in line with
the international rates
He sought a compre-

hensiye strategy for the
regulation of .i.hipping
lines besides ordermgithe
PNSC to cut its expendi=
tures.

“Develupme.m of pri-
vate sector, ease in doing
business and facilitation
of investors are our top
priorities.” the premier
said, 4 that the na-
tional economy was sta-
ble and on the path of

growth and development. trade.

He added that the
"federal government is
providing maximum fa-
cilities" to exporters for
the development of the
country’s export sector.

At the same time, the
premier asked the author-
ities to present a report o
compare KPT's perform-
ance with other ports.

During the briefing
session, PM Shehbaz said
that "Pakistan possesses
key geographical impor-
tance in the region”. He
detailed his meetings

with theleadess _of the
Central Asian states and
the Russian president
during his _Kazakhstan
Visit.

He said that Pakistan
provides a convenient
route “for,the Central
Asian states topgain ac-
cess o maritime trade
whilo the countrics alse
expressedy, interest  in
using Pakistaiiports for

PM Shehbaz said that
Pakistan could earn bil-
lions of dollars via mod-
ernisation of ports. He
vowed that Islamabad
eyes enhancement of ex-
ports through its value-
addition industry after the
upgradation of its ports.
He directed port au-
thorities to ensure the in-
stallation of modern ma-
chinery at the earliest and
adopt effective steps for
the utilisation of full ad-
vantages of the country’s
ports —RT/Agency

Sargodha ATC
Issues Arrest

Warrants For
PTI's Omar Ayub

e | ties of affection,

-
further, he said that they
"will prove beyvond doubt
that there is no rule of law in
Pakistan" and vowed that the
party would continue their
"struggle” until PTI founder
Imran Khan comes back into
power.

The PTI's top brass has
been embroiled in legal bat-
tles since the party's ouster
from the government in April
2022 as they held back-to-
back govemnment
protests across the country

But the situation tarned
worse when the party's work-
ers ransacked and attacked
state llations on May 9,

ISLAMABAD: An anti-ter-
rorism court (ATC) in Sar-
podha has issued amrest war-
rants for Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Secre-
tary General Omar Ayub, as
his party leaders remain em-
broiled in legal banles.
Opposition Leader in the
National Assembly Ayub, in
a statement on X, also con-
firmed that the warrants have
been issued, and slammed
the "desperate” authorities
for trying to nab him
“Bailable arrest warrants
issued for me by ATC Sar-
godha, but Mianwali Police
and Islamabad Police teams

President Zardari Urges
Unity And Reflection As
New Islamic Year Begins

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari has urged
the nation o cultivate quali-
forbear-
ance, and tolerance by set-
ting aside differences and
playing arole in strengthen-
ing national unity and inter-
faith harmony in the coun-
try

In a message marking
the beginning of the new Is-
lamic year 1446 Hijrah, he
extended felicitations 1o the
nation and prayed for peace,
stability, progress, and pros-
perity, as announced by the
President's Secretariat in a
press release on Sunday

President Zardari em-
phasised the special signifi-
cance of Muharram-ul-
Haram in Islamic history,
highligl
of prayers and worship dur-
ing this month. He stressed |
the need ro avoid sins, ad-
here to 1slamic teach .
and devoutly worship the
Almighry, while also re-
flecting on and introspecting
Islamic teachings

He noted thar Muhar-
ram-ul-Haram serves as a

ing the importance s

reminder of the unparalleled
sacrifices of Hazrat Imam
Hussain (RA) and his loyal
companions, underscoring
the true abjective of life's
Ies v.hich involves

The president remarked
that Hazrat Imam Hussain
{RA) and his companions
sacrificed their lives con-
fronting the forces nf cri-

determination and eacrlﬁce

He further emphasised that
this month teaches them to
stand against cruelty and
evil by upholding righteous-
ness amidst life's chal-
lenges.

He highlighted that the
new Islamic month presents
an opportunity o transform
lives in accordance with Is-
lamic teachings, stress
the importance 'of discerni 2
between virne and evil and
promoting awareness and
understanding of Islamic
principles —RT/Agency

PM Extends New Islamic
Year Greetings, Prays For
End To Oppression In IIOJK
And Palestine

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif on Sunday ex-
pressed his good wishes to
the nation and the Ummah

went w0 my Islamabad house
o arrest me a few minutes
ago." he said The top PTI
leader, whose party has re-
cently rejected his resigna-
tion from the top office
added: "The form 47 Federal
Government, Punjab Gov-
emment, and agencies must
be very desperate to arrest
the Leader of the Opposition
in the National Assembly ®
Slamming the authorities

when the pary founder was
arrested in a graft case, lead-
ing to the arrest of several
leaders and workers, while
others left the party
Although PTI claims that
the cases against its workers
and leaders are "baseless"
and those in power want to
"victimise" them, the govem-
ment has maintained that it is
not involved in political vie-
timisation —RT/Agency

PM Announces Development
Of Country’s Ports For
Regional Corridor

KARACHI: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Sunday that the govern- B3

on the beginning new Is-
lamic year and prayed for
the  peace,  stability,
progress and prosperity of
both.

In a message on the new
Islamic year 1446 Hijrah,
he also prayed for relief of
those Muslims  facing
atrocities across the globe
including oppressed Kash-
miri people of Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK) and
Palestine, PM  Office
Media Wing said in a press
release.

The prime minister
prayed that the shadows of
oppression and atrocities
on these areas might re-
cede and there might be a
dawn of peace, progress
and prosperity.

The new year also re- peac

minded them of the unfor-
gettable  sacrifices  of
Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA)
and his companions in the
battle of virtue and evil
while strictly adhering to
the principles of truthful-
ness and justice and they
would be always remem-
bered for their supreme
sacrifices, he added

He further said that
their unwavering courage,
sacrifice  and  passion
against oppression had
been an unprecedented ex-
drnp]c in the world.

“That incident also re-
mind them of those sub-
lime characteri

ing sympathy, j
unity which are ingrained
in our faith and encourage
us to stand aga

based upon values of
e, harmony and mu-
tual respect,” he added
The prime minister
stressed upon to follow the
supreme qualities set by
our Holy Prophet (Peace
Be Upon Him) and his
companions

He also emphasised
upon shunning of all differ-
ences by promoting toler-
ance and mutual respect in

the society and called for
the creation of a society
based upon principles of
social justice, equality and
sympathy.

He opined that the new
Islamic year provided them
an opportunity to lead a
life in accordance with the

d Islamic teachings.

The prime minister said
that the economic chal-
lenges had been reduced
and the country’s economy
was on the right track but
they were cognizance of
fact to further strive for
making life of the common
man easier, provision of
equal opportunities to all
and taking the country on
the path of progress and

it

tion to set aside their dif-
ferences and work for the
bright future of Pakistan

with unity —RT/Agency

PM Congratulates
Julian James
On Promotion To
Major General

release.

Major General James's
professional  capabilities
and his hard work and pas-
sion had been a beacon of
guidance for the young
generation, he added.

The prime minister fur-
ther said that the contribu
ns of the Christian com-
munity for the progress and
prospenity and defence of
the country were unforget-
table —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Sunday congratu-
lated an officer of Pakistan
Army belonging to the
Christian community, Ju
lian Moazzam James, on
his promotion to the rank of
Major General

The prime minister ex-
pressed his good wishes to
Major General James for
his future, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press

ment was taking steps for
the development of seaports
for the provision of shortest
corridor to the regional
countries, especially to the
Central Asian States.

He said with a spur in sea

trade by the Central Asian |

States, China and other
countries of the region via
Pakistani ports, the country

could earn worth billions of

dollars as foreign revenue
every year

The prime minister ex-
pressed these views during a
visit to Hutchison Port,
South Asian Pakistan Termi-
nal where he was given a
briefing, PM Office Media
Wing said in a press release.

On the occasion, he di-
rected the Chairman Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR) to
prioritize installation of lat-
est scanners on Pakistani
ports.

The prime minister said
that the customs authorities
i collaboration with the
ports authorities should en-
sure immediate steps for
complete utilization of the
sea ports in Pakistan,

The prime minister was
briefed that process for in-

stallation of latest scanners
on ports by the FBR, was in
the final stages which would
enable rapid scanning of
containers in the shortest
time with the assistance of
latest gadgets and artificial
intelligence

The prime minister said
for the progress of the coun-
try, it was imperative that its
ports were also developed.

He said for increasing
country’s exports, the gov-
ernment was taking meas-
ures on priarity bagis

Federal ministers
Muhammad Aurangzeb, At-
taullah Tarar, Jam Kamal
Khan,  Qaiser  Ahmed
Shaikh, Ahad Khan Cheema,
Governor  Sindh  Kamran
Khan Tessori, Chief Minis-

ter Syed Murad Ali Shah,
chairman FBR and other rel-
evant officials accompanied
the prime minister.

The prime minister was
apprised that Hutchison
Port, South Asian Pakistan
Terminal was amongst the
few global terminals located
in deep seas which was
being automatically oper-
ated upon

The terminal had been
equipped with latest technol-
ogy and scanners and its op-
erations were of the intema-
tional standards.

The prime minister
was further informed that
port had the capacity to
handle the shipment of
35,00,000 containers an-
nually —RT/Agency
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HYDERABAD: Senior Vice President of PML-
Shah is addressing a reception ceremony.-RT
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Development Budget Of
Kunri Town Committee Set
At 14 Crore Rupees

By Mian Muhammad Faisal

KUNRI: The Town Commit-
tee of Kunri has allocated 14
crore rupees for various de-
velopment projects in its
budget for the fiscal year
2024-25. The budget meet-
ing. chaired by Town Com-
mittee Chairman Haji Sha-
keel Bajwa, saw the
presentation of a comprehen-
sive budget plan aimed at en-
hancing infrastructure and

addressing community
needs.

Present at the meeting
were  Vice  Chairman

Sivanand Sindhi, Councilor
Syed Manzoor Ali, Ghulam
Hussain Dars, Imran Mughal,
Usman Baloch, Sajid Bhatu,
Imran FM, Zeib Amjad, Haji
Jahanzeb  Arayan, Pappu
Raza, Rizwan Sunny, and
other committee members,
Chairman Haji Shakeel
Ahmed Bajwa outlined the
budget details, revealing that
the Town Committee antici-
pates an income exceeding
48 crore 22 lakh rupees from
various sources, ncluding
taxes, capital funds, and
other revenues. The budget
allocates 3 crore 54 lakh ru-
pees for retired employees'
pensions, 3 crore 44 lakh ru-

pees for district melu}wa
salaries, and 1 crore 20 lakh
rupees for town employees’
WHZES

Highlighting the focus
on development, Bajwa
emphasized the allocation
of 14 crore rupees specifi-
cally for city development
schemes. He expressed de-
ermination to beautify
Kunri and address citizens'
essential needs despite re-
source limitations. Bajwa
also acknowledged the sup-
port of PPP MPA Nawab
Taimur Talpar in securing
funds for upcoming proj-
ects

Among the planned ini-

Tepairs are set 1o commence
on Sanpur Block Road and
the CCC at a significant
cost. These efforts aim to
improve local infrastruc-
ture and enhance the qual-
iw of life for residents, en-

e
delnew and C(HTI[IHJHIIV
welfare, The budget session
concluded with a comm
ment to promptly initiate
the cutlined projects, un-
derscoring the Town Com-
mittee's dedication 1o ad-
vancing Kunri's
development agenda in col-
laboration with govern-
mental support

Sindh Government Proposes
Major Expansion Of
Keenjhar Lake To Address
Karachi’s Water Needs

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: In response 10
the escalating water de-
mand in Karachi, the Sindh
government is moving for-
ward with plans to signifi-
canmtly expand the storage
capacity of Keenjhar Lake,
located in Tharta district
This initiative is crirical for
the Greater Karachi Bulk
Water Supply Scheme (K-
IV project), which aims to
increase Karachi's water
supply by 650 million gal-
lons per day (MGD)

The Sindh irrigation de-
partment has developed a
comprehensive proposal to
enhance Keenjhar Lake's
storage capabilities, which
has been submitted to Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah for approval and fund-
ing. The project, estimated
to cost approximately 5300
million, has attracted inter-
est from the World Bank for
financial backing.

Currently,  Keenjhar
Lake is a vital water source
for both Thatta district and
Karachi. Upon the comple-
tion of the K-IV project’s

Phase-1, it can supply an
additional 260 MGD of
water. However, the lake's
current capacity is insuffi-
cient for the planned second
and third phases of the K-
v pmjec[ necessitating an
expansion to support the in-
creased storage require-
ments

Syed Salahuddin
Ahmed, CEQ of Karachi
‘Water and Sewerage Cor-
poration, emphasized the
urgent need for this expan-
sion. He noted that
Karachi's current daily
water supply is 650 MGD,
signiﬁcaml\ below  the
city’s actual requu'emem of
over 1,200 MG

Ina stmleyc meeting at
CM House, Chief Minister
Shah and World Bank
Country Director Najy Ben-
hassine discussed the neces-
sity of this expansion. Shah
highlighted Keenjhar
Lake's pivotal role in sup-
plying drinking water to
Karachi and surrounding
regions. The proposed ex-
pansion plan includes en-
hancements to the KB
Feeder Lower Canal Sys-

tem and the development of
comprehensive social and
environmental strategies

The World Bank has ex-
pressed its support for the
project. In addition to dis-
cussing the Keenjhar Lake
expansion, Shah and the
World Bank team deliber-
ated on a $200 million ini-
tiative to modernize the
Right Bank canals of the
Sukkur Barrage, currently
under feasibility review as
part of the Sindh Water and
Agriculure Transformation
Project (SWAT)

They also explored the
broader 10-year Country
Partnership  Framework
(CPF) for 2025-34 This
framework aims to tackle
critical issues such as child
stunting, learning poverty,
climate resilience, eco-
nomic decarbonization, and
inclusive job creation

is co hensive ap-

By MM Faisal

KUNRL: In a tragic hit-and-
run incident near Kunri, a
motorcyclist from the Bheel
community lost his life after
being struck by a speeding
wvan. The accident has lefi the
local community in shock
and mourning.

The incident occurred
when the van, traveling at
high speed, collided with the
motorcyclist, leading to fatal
injuries. Bystanders quickly
called for emergency serv-
ices, and the victim was
rushed to a local area hospi-
tal. Despite their efforts, the
motoreyclist succumbed to
his injuries.

Following the completion
of the necessary medico-
legal formalities. the body of
the deceased was handed
over to his family. The loss
has deeply affected his loved

Motorcyclist
Killed In A
Hit-and-Run
Incident Near Kunri

ones and the wider Bheel
community, who are now
calling for justice.

The driver of the van fled
the scene immediately after
the accident, evading cap-
ture. Local authorities have
launched an investigation to
identify and apprehend the
responsible driver. They have
urged anyone with i
tion about the incident to
come forward and assist in
bringing the perpetrator to
Justice.

This tragic event has
highlighted the dangers faced
by motoreyelists on the roads
and the need for stricter en-
forcement of traffic laws.
The community is rallying
together, hoping that the au-
thorities will act swiftly to
ensure that such incidents do
not happen again and that
those responsible are held ac-
countable.

One Child

Tragic Drowning
Incidents Near Kunri:

Dead, Two

Hospitalized

By Mian Muhammad Faisal

KUNRL In two separate in-
cidents near Kunri, three
young girls  tragically
drowned in a canal, resulting
in the death of one and the
hospitalization of twio others

The first incidenr oc-
curred  near  Karunjhar
Colony, where 6-year-old
Kajal, daughter of Bilawal
Linju, drowned while wash-
ing clothes with her mother
in the Rahmur canal. Despite
immediate rescue efforts,
Kajal could not be revived
She was rushed to a local
hospital in Kunri, where doc-
tars sadly confirmed her
death

In a second, unrelated in-

cident in Harijan Colony, two
young girls, Priva Kohli, 5,
and Anjali Kohli, 4, fell into
the canal while playing. Both
girls were quickly rescued
and taken 1o the hospital for
emergency treatment. Their
current condition remains
under medical supervision

The local community is
deeply shaken by these ragic
events. Authorities  have
urged parents and guardians
to exercise increased vigi-
lance and ensure the safery of
children near water bodies

These incidents under-
score the need for enhanced
safety measures and public
awareness to prevent such
hearthreaking occurrences in
the future:

proach underscores the
Sindh government’s com-
mitment to addressing
Karachi's water challenges
while fostering sustainable
development and resilience
across the region

HYDERABAD: Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party Chairman, Dr. Qadir Magsi is address-

ing the Sindh Sawanro C

ference.-RT

By Aftab Bhatti

KANDHKOT: In a signifi-
cant development in the on-
going operations against or-
ganized crime in the forest
areas of Kandhkot, Imdad
alias Imdu Bhayo, the notori-
ous leader of the Imdad
Bhayo Gang, was killed dur-
ing a shootout with law en-
forcement, The operation, led
by SSP Bashir Ahmed Brohi,
marks a pivotal moment in
the efforts to curb criminal
activities in the region.

Imdu Bhayo and his gang
were infamous for their vio-
lent activities, and their reign
of terror had plagued the area
for a considerable time. Just
a few days ago, the gang had
launched a brazen attack on a
police picket, resulting in the
trage martyrdom of two po-
lice officers. During that con-
frontation, Imdu Bhayo's
brother was also killed, esca-
lating the tension between
the gang and law enforce-
ment

Following the shootout,
the body of Imdu Bhayo was

handed over to his heirs after

Notorious Dacoit Imdu Bhayo
Killed In Kandhkot Shootout

the completion of the neces-
sary medico-legal formali-
ties. The local community
and authorities view the
elimination of Bhayo as a
crucial step towards restoring
peace and security in the
area

SSP Bashir Ahmed

Brohi, who spearheaded | f

the operation, emphasized
the commitment of the po-
lice force to dismantling
eriminal networks and en-
uring the safety of the
residents. He acknowl-
edged the bravery and
dedication of the officers
involved in the operation
and extended his condo-

w

lences to the families of | f

the martyred policemen

The successful opera-
tion against Imdu Bhayo
and his gang is expected
to have a significant im-
pact on the overall secu-
rity situation in Kandhkot
Local residents are hope-
ful that this decisive ac-
tion will deter further
criminal activities and
bring a sense of normaley
back to their lives

H\ DERABAD: Marlmz,-t “llaym-c-)\ll {A.S) Pakistan Leader, Allama Fawad Kazmi
is addressing a press conference, at the Hyderabad press club.-RT

Pakistan Hindu Council
Distributes Books
Among Students and
Teachers In Talhar

TALHAR: In a heartwarming
imitiative aimed at promoting
education and supporting un-
derprivileged children. the
Pakistan Hindu Council dis-
tributed books and prizes
among teachers and orphan
children in Shaheed Fazil
Rahu. The event was graced
by the presence of notable
leaders,  including Dr.
Ramesh Kumnar, Chairman of
the Pakistan Hindu Council
and former PPP MNA, Kir-
shan Sagar, Rajkumar, and
PPP Minority Wing leader
Sumil Kumar.

The distribution cere-
mony saw enthusiastic par-
ticipation from the local
community, with students ea-
gerly receiving their new
books, The gesture not only
aimed to enhance educational
resources but also to inspire
and encourage the young
leamers to pursue their stud-
ies with renewed vigor.

In his address, Dr
Ramesh Kumar emphasized
the importance of education
in empowering individuals
and building a stronger com-

munity. He highlighted the
Pakistan Hindu Council's
commitment (0 supporting
educational initiatives and
improving the quality of life
for minorities

Adding 1o the excitement
of the day, the leaders of the
Pakistan Hindu Council an-
nounced plans to construct a
mandir (lemple) in Shaheed
Fazil Rahu. This new place
of worship will serve as a
significant cultural and spiri-
tual center for the local
Hindu community. Addition-
ally, they pledged o provide

more facilities and resources
to support the minorities in
the area, ensuning they have
access to better opportunities
and services

The event concluded on
a positive note, with stu-
dents and teachers express-
ing their gratitude for the
support and the promise of
continued efforts to uplift
the community. The Pak-
istan Hindu Council's initia-
tive stands as a testament to
their dedication to fost
education and inclusivity in
the region —RT

Major Drug Bust Reported
By CIA Police In Thatta

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: In a significant
operation, the ClA Po-

|| lice, under the leadership |

of Incharge Mumraz
Brohi, conducted a suc-

|| cessful raid on the Na-

Highway near
Makli, intercepting a
large consignment of
contraband. This opera-
tion  resulted in
seizure of 8,000 sachets
of Safina  Gutka, a
banned substance, which
were being clandestinely
transported in an ambu-
lance. The police arrested
the accused, identified as
Rana Asghar, and filed
charges against
under the Narcotics Act

This successful opera-
tion highlights the ongo-
ing efforts of the CIA Po-
lice in Thatta to combat
illegal activities and drug
trafficking in the region
Since Mumtaz Brohi's
appointment as the in-
charge, the CIA Police
have intensified their
crackdown on narcotics
and other illegal sub-
stances

In recent months, the
CIA Paolice have seized

tional

the |

him led to the apprehension of

numerons individuals
volved in criminal acti
ties across the district

The crackdown has
not only targeted drug
trafficking but has also
addressed the distribution
of other contraband
items, such as cancer
causing chewing items
commonly abused in the
area. The dedication and
rigorous enforcement by
the CIA Police under
Brohi's leadership have
significantly disrupted

substantial quantities of the supply chains of these

various drugs, including
hashish, raw liquor,

mawa, and Safina Gutka. ghar is part of a broader

These efforts have also

illicit substances.
The arrest of Rana As-

strategy to dismantle the

networks facilitating the
spread of narcotics in the

- region. Authorities be-

lieve that this bust will
serve as a deterrent to
others engaged in similar
activities and reaffirm the
commitment of the palice
to maintaining law and
order in Thatta Commu-
nity members have ex-
pressed their appreciation
for the CIA Police's ef-
forts to safeguard the area
from the perils of drug
abuse and criminality
The police department
continues to urge citizens
to report any suspicious
activities, ensuring a col-
laborative effort in the
fight against crime.
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Maryam Aurangzeb Meets Global
Expert Sir Michael Barber To

JI Plans Sit-In Protest
Against Soaring Electricity
Bills On July 12

Discuss Punjab's Reform Agenda

LAHORE: PML-N leader
Maryam Aurangzeb met with
renowned international ex-
pert Sir Michael Barber to
discuss reforms in various
sectors including education,
in a high-level meeting. The
meeting saw the minister ex-
pressing gratitude for Sir
Michael Barber's past collab-
oration with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and thanked
him for technical assistance
across education and other

tors.

They briefed him on the
agenda for fundamental re-
forms in governance, includ-
ing education, youth empow-
erment, and environmental
initiatives. Maryam high-
lighted the launch of a mega
project ensuring quality edu-
cation for every child in Pun-
jab, aimed at reforming the
entire education system to
ensure the availability of fa-
cilities and teachers in
schools.

She noted the initiation of
a program providing meals
and milk to children in the
most  deprived  districts,
funded with Rs20 billion.
Additionally, they have intro-
duced the "Early Years Edu-
cation System” to provide
global standard education in
the early years

She further informed that
students from Punjab's 10
universities will receive in-
ternational scholarships and
emphasized the introduction
of modern technology in
agriculture, including the

pronslon of quality seeds,
fertilizer, and machinery
through farmer credit cards.
Maryam also announced
the launch of the mat
Card Program” and school
development  initiatives,
alongside the commence-
ment of extensive programs
promoting information tech-
nology through Digital Pun-

jab, aimed at delivering gov-

ernment services to homes
via digital means

Regarding healthcare, the
minister mentioned the over-
haul of the entire healthe
system by Chief Minister
Marvam Nawaz Sharif, with
treatments already provided
to millions through clinics
and field hospi

New facilities for mater-
nal and child health in

s and rural arcas. along

with free medicines and ad-
vanced diagnostic equip-
ment, have also been made
available
She briefed the delega-

tion on using IT scoreca[ds
to monitor the performance
of departments and agen-
cies, overseen directly by
the chief minister to
achieve performance tar-
gets,

Regarding public health,
efforts are ongoing in vac-
cination and treatment for
various diseases such as
measles, polio, and others,
with work also underway
on a multi-sectoral smog
action plan 1o combat air
pollution and smog.

The delegation appreci-
ated the public services and
foundational changes in
governance and IT projects
under Chief Minister Pun-
jab's administration

Sir Michael Barber, be-
yond his role as a delivery
unit head under UK Prime
Minister Tony Blair, has
contributed to reforms in
government  sectors in
aver 50 countries world-
wide.—RT/Agency

2 suspects arrested for sexually
abusing disabled minor boy in
Mandi Bahauddm

MANDI  BAHAUDDIN
Two men were arrested in
Punjab's Mandi Bahauddin
on Sunday for allegedly sex-
ually abusing a disabled
minor bay, filming him, and
uploading a video of the as-
sault to social media, police
said

Mangi Bahauddin District
Police Officer (DPOY) Ahmed
Mohiuddin told media that as
the video of the assault went
viral, he ook immediate no-
tice and directed the Malik-
wal police station o register
a case against the suspects
and ensure their timely ap-
prehension

Following the DPO's in-
struction, Malikwal Police
Station Station House Officer
(SHO) GA Hashmi registered
a case against the suspects
and arrested both of them
from Mandi Bahauddin's
Chak No. 20 area.

"Malakwal police station
obtained a three-day physical
remand of the arrested sus-
pects from the magistrate's
court,” DPO Mohiuddin said,
adding thar during interroga-

tion, both suspects confessed
1o the crime.

A mobile phone was re-
covered rom the suspects,
which they allegedly used 1o
make videos, he added

SHO  Hashmi, while
speaking to media added thar
the victim, who is mute,
identified both  suspects
through hand gestures. He
further said that the suspects
lured the victim o a large
house in the village where
the alleged assault took
place

According to the first in-
farmation report (FIR) of the
incident, a copy of which is

available with media, the vic-
tim was "almost 18 years
old". Tt added that the police
registered a case against the
suspects upon the complaint
of the victim's grandfather
under sections 376 (3)
{punishment for rape of a
minor or a person with a
mental or physical disabil-
ity), 292 (c) (takes part in
or receives profits from
[...] the sale, etc., of ob-
scene books, etc), 114
(abertor present when of-
fence is committed) and 34
(acts done by several per-
sons In furtherance of com-
mion interticn) —RT/Agency

Nine Friends Reported Missing
After Trip To Kaghan Valley

SARGODHA: Nine
friends, who had gone on
a trip to Kaghan valley,
have gone missing from
Salim interchange, Motor-
way-2 near Sargodha,
media reported on Sun-
a

Yy
The family members of |

the missing individuals
have blocked the road in
protest, demanding action
from the authorities.

According to details
the 9 individuals, includ-
ing Faisal, a resident of
Chak-75 North, had gone
on a trip to Kaghan valley
on June 18

The nine friends ar-
rived at the Salim inter-
change on Motorway 2 on
June 22 at 11 pm and have
been missing since then.
Their mobile phones have
been switched off, and
their whereabouts are un-

known.

Meanwhile, the police
have registered a case
against the sing indi-
viduals in response to the
protest by the family
members.

The police claimed that
the 9 individuals are in the
custody of the FIA (Fed-
eral Investigation Agency)

in Faisalabad in connec-
tion with a fraud case.

The police have stated
that the missing individu-
als were wanted by the
FIA, and they have con-
tacted the FIA in Faisal-
abad. The family members
have also been asked to
contact the FIA for further

assistance —RT/Agency

IT Ministry To Remain
According To Official Statement

ISLAMABALD: The Ministry
of Information Technology
and Telecommunication here
on Sunday clarified that no
directions have been issued
fo abolish the Ministry and
its other departrments.

The news item in a sec-
fion of media giving the im-
pression that the Ministry of
IT and Telec ation,

cated, the Ministry said in a

press release. "It 1s to clanfy
that the 'Committee on the
Right Sizing of the Federal
Government' has sought rec-
ommendations for right-siz-
ing the attached departments
from the respective min-
istries and there is no direc-
IM. to dbollsh the said min-

among others, is being abol- ished is distorted and fabri- added L RT/Agency

MULTAN: In what appears
to be a strong censure of the
incumbent government over
the skyrocketing price of
electricity bills and fuel, Ja-
maat-g-Islami Emir Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman said on
Sunday the party would hold
a historical sit-in on July 12
in Islamabad.

He said the people have
been forced to sell their pre-
cious savings to pay the ever-
increasing power bills

He added the southern
Punjab has not been
awarded its deserving sta-
tus of a separate electorate
as SUCCESSIVE governments

have ignored the demands
of the people.

He said the incumbent
government was the prod-
uct of form 47 while urg-
ing the chief justice to
form a judicial commis-
sion so that a real govern-
ment would see the light of
the day.

1 chief said more taxes
have been imposed on the
salaried class while the
landlords  and elites
have been sidelined
from paying any taxes
with the perks and priv-
ileges of elites also in-
creased. —RT/Agency

PIA Launches
'Operation Ashura'
Special Flights To Najaf

ISL. AMABAD Palusmrl In-
termational Airlines (P1A) has
launched a series of special
flights to Najaf and Traq 1o
facilitate shia pilgrims during
the upcoming Ashura in
commemoraton Df the mar-
tyrdom of Hazrat Tmam Hus-
sain (A S) days

According to a private
news channel, the opera-
tion, dubbed “Operation
Ashura," commenced on
July 5, with additional
flights scheduled for July 7
and July 11,

PIA's special flights
will not only transport shia
pilgrims to Najaf but also
ensure their safe return

The return operations
are set to begin on July 20,
with flights scheduled on
July 21 and July 25 to
bring pilgrims back from
Najaf."Operation
Ashura” was designed to
provide a seamless
travel experience for pil-
grims during this signif-
icant period of religious
observance —RT/Agency

DPO Ibadat Nisar
Reviews Muharram
Security Measures In
Toba Tek Singh

By Abid Mehmood

TOBA TEK SINGH: The
District Police Officer Toba
Tek Singh, Ibadat Nisar
chaired a meeting of the po-
lice officials to review secu-
rity arrangements for the
Muharram-ul-Haram ~ Ad-
dressing on the occasion,
DPO Ibadat Nisar directed
the police officials 1 beef up
the security measures and

keep a vigilant eye on the
criminal  elements.  He
stressed the need of provid-
ing foolproof security 1o the
mourners in the month of
Muharram-ul-Haram. The
meeting was informed that
a total of 334 mourning
processions will be taken
out and 534 Majalis-e-Aza
will be organized in the
district under foolproof se-
curity.

HEC Invites Applications
For Pak-France PERIDOT

Pakistan's faculty members
of public and private univer-
sities, for funding under the
Pak-France PERIDOT Re-
search Programme (Phase
X1,

According to the HEC,
PERIDOT is the Franco-Pak-
istani Hubert Curien Partner-
ship (PHC) Programme
aimed at providing opportu-
nities for Pakistani  and
French researchers to interact
for executing joint research
activities.

The programme is being
implemented in Pakistan by
HEC and in France, jointly
by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Intemational De-
velopment (MAEDI) and the
Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion and Research (MESR).

The objective of this pro-
gramme is to develop new

it | scientific and technological

cooperation between French

Research Programme

and Pakistan’s higher educa-
tion institutions (HEIs) re-
search laboratories by sup-
porting the mobil of
researchers from both sides.
The joint research pro-
posals have been invited
from Pakistan's faculty mem-
bers of public and pri
universities  for mobility
grants in three areas includ-
ing "Sustainable Energy, En-
vironment  and

Change', " Agriculture, Food
Security and Health” and *En-
trepreneurship, Humanities
and Social Sciences'.

The applications can be
submitted to HEC till Octo-
ber 01 through the online
puml which ig now apen for

ns, the HEC said

AJclm application (in
collaboration  with  a
French faculty member)
that has been submitted to
Campus  France is a
mandatory  pre-requisite
for applying to  this
grant, —RT/Agency

Pakistan Army Rescues
Samina Baig From K2 Base
Camp Emergency

[ %%

RAWALPINDI: The Pak-
istan Army on Sunday suc-
cessfully rescued renowned
mountaineer Samina Baig,
who was on an expedition to
summit the world's second
highest peak K2, from the
base camp after her health
deteriorated.

Samina became the first
Pakistani woman to summit
the world's highest peak,
Mount Everest, in 2013 at the
age of 21 and has since set
off on a number of expedi-
tions around the world.

She has also claimed
Nanga Parbat, and the Seven
Summits in seven continents.

Currently, Samina Baig
was part of an eight-member
Pakistan-Italy joint women's
K2 expedition team. She was
forced to abandon her climb
on July 5, 2024, due to severe
health issues.

She was shifted from the
K2 base camp to Shigar's

Askole area earlier in the day
after undertaking a lengthy
1Dume\' on horseback whi
in critical medical condition.
Due to inclement weather,
the Pakistan Army’s rescue
flight was unable to reach the
base camp, and Baig was in-
stead transported to Skardu
by road early this moming.
A team of Pakistani
Army doctors is now
ready to provide Baig with
medical care at the Com-
bined Military Hospital

{CMH n Skardu. Accord-
ing to sources. Baig's
health has improved
slightly due to the de-
crease in altitude.

The decision to further
transfer Baig from Skardu
will be made after assess-
ing her health condition.
It may be noted that K2
summit is 8,611 meters
high which only comes
second to Mount Everest
which trails it by 200 me-
ters. —RT/Agency

IHC Bar Association Convenes Meeting
To Address Malicious Campaign Against
Justice Tarlq Jahangiri

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) Bar
Association has called an im-
mediate meeting on a mali-
cious social media campaign
against  Justice  Tarig
Mehmood Jahangini.

The THC Bar Associa-
tion's Executive Committee
has summoned a meeting on
July 9 pertaining o the mat-

ter.

The THC Bar Association
has condemned the malicious
social media targeting Justice
Tariq in a notification, assert-
ing, that Justice Tarig
Mehmood Jahangiri was a
competent and honest judge

The notification men-
tioned  Justice  Tarig
Mehmood Jahangiri's ex-
cellent career spanning as
a lawyer and Deputy At-

torney General

The THC Bar Associa-
tion stressed its commit-
ment o ensure judicial in-
dependence and autonomy,

It is pertinent to note
that a letter is circulating
on social media purport-
edly from the Karachi
University's (KU) con-

troller of examinations re-
garding the law degree of
Justice Tarig Mehmood
Jahan-gin,

A reference has also
been filed with the
Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil (SIC) on the leter
circulating on  social
media. —RT/Agency

AJK PM Announces Rs4
Billion Development Package
For Poonch Dmsmn

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu
Kashmir Prime Minister
Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq has
announced Rs 4 billion de-
velopment package, in a bid
10 promaote the scenie beauty
and positive image of Poonch
division

The package aims 1o
highlight the region's pictur-
esque landscape and promote
tourism

PM Haq announced
this while meeting with a
delegation from Tain area
of Poonch, led by Sardar
Mumtaz on Saturday, and
assured his full support
for the construction of the
Tain Majeed Gula to Tho-
rar Road

He emphasised the
need for good governance
and criticized previous
rulers for failing to ad-
dress the region's prob-

&

ms
The PM stressed the
importance of promoting

a positive image of
Poonch division and
urged the delegation 1o
organise festivals 1o
hoost tourism

He also expressed
concern over negative
propaganda on social
media and its impact
on society, calling for
a long-term plan to
tackle unemployment

PM Haq reiterated

his commitment to es-
tablishing good gover-
nance and serving the
people, vowing to con-
tinue his bartle against
mafias and uphold the
writ of the state

The development
package is expected
to bring new oppor-
tunities and pros-
perity to the re-
gion. —RT/Agency

Muharram Security: Over
16,000 Personnel To Be
Deployed In Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Islam-
abad Police has devised a
special security plana in-
cluding deployment of
over 1600 personnel dur-
ing Muharram-ul-Haram,
media reported.

The plan was chalked
out at a high level meet-
ing chaired by 1G Islam-
abad Police Syed Al
Nasir Rizvi in Islamabad
today.

From st Muharram
till 2Znd Rabi-ul-Awwal,
181 processions and 965
majali be held in Is-
lamabad during which
over 16,000 police offi-
cials will perform secu-
rity duties.

The processions will
be monitored by Safe
City cameras while ar-
mored vehicles will be
deployed to deal with any
emergency. Strict check-
ing will be done at the
entrance and exit points
of the city

in the route of the proce:
sion will be closed
barbed wire and specia
checking will be done
and disposal squad will
clear the route of the pro-
on before tart.

All  gatherings and
processions will be video
recorded by drone cam-
eras.

Locals and non-locals
will be allowed to enter
the procession after thor-
ough search. Entry of ve-

All roads and streets

hIL]Lb and motoreycles
will be completely pro-
hibited in the procession.
People joining the pro-
cessions and majalis will
be checked by metal de-
tector while walk-through
gates will also be in-
stalled at entrances and
exits. Earlier, the police
alse held meetings with
scholars of different schools
of thought, members of the
peace committee and intel-
lectuals before the meet-
ing —RT/Agency
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Ending the cycle of poverty and violence against children in Pakistan

n recent news that shocks the conscience, two

incidents from Naushehro Feroze and Lahore

vividly underscore the harrowing reality faced

by children across Pakistan. In Naushehro Fer-
oze, a father resorted to burying his 15-day-old
daughter alive, driven by desperation due to finan-
cial constraints that prevented him from affording
her medical treatment. This act of unimaginable
cruelty reflects not only an individual's despair but
also a broader societal failure to protect the most
vulnerable.Similarly distressing is the case from La-
hore, where a 13-year-old domestic worker named
Tehreem was subjected to brutal torture by her em-
ployers, allegedly over suspicions of theft. The inci-
dent, where the child was stripped naked and suf-
fered broken bones, paints a chilling picture of

abuse and exploitation.
These incidents are not isolated; they are symp-
tomatic of a deeper crisis of poverty and disconnect

children, immediate and concerted action is imper-

ativ
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between the ruling elites and the masses in Pak-
istan. The gap between those in power, who often
exhibit apathy towards the struggles of ordinary cit-
izens, and the populace struggling to survive, has
widened to a breaking point. For children like
Tayyab's daughter and Tehreem, this disconnect
translates into a dire lack of protection and support.

To end this cycle of poverty and violence against

¢. It starts with addressing the root causes:
poverty alleviation measures that provide economic
security to families, robust social welfare programs
that ensure access to healthcare and education, and
stringent enforcement of child protection laws.
Moreover, it demands a shift in societal attitudes to-
wards empathy and responsibility, where every
child is seen as deserving of dignity and protection.

The tragedies in Naushehro Feroze and Lahore
should serve as a wake-up call. They remind us that
the safety and well-being of our children must be a
top priority, not an afterthought. It is time for Pak-
istan's leadership to bridge the gap, to listen to the
cries of its people, and to act decisively to ensure
that no child suffers such atrocities again.
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-Might as well declare Trump the next President from now!

Sleepy Joe Biden returns to
campaign trail amid calls to end
White House re-electlon bid

WASHINGTON: US Pres-
ident Joe Biden heads back
out on the campaign trail
on Sunday, desperate 1o
salvage his re-election bid
as senior Democrats meet
to discuss growing calls
that he quit the White
House race

The 81-year-old Demo-
crat kicks off a gruelling
week with two campaign
rallies in the battleground
state of Pennsylvania, be-
fore hosting the NATO
leaders’ summit in Wash-
ngton

He will do so under an
increasingly unforgiving
spotlight, as pressure
mounts for him to drop out
after his disastrous debate
against Donald Trump last
month ignited panic over
his age and fitmess to serve
another four years. Biden
has remained defiant, un-
equivocally declaring - at
a rally, to reporters and on
social media - that he is fit
to serve, the only one who
can defeat Trump, and stay
in the race.

“I beat Trump in 2020,
I'm going to beat him
again in 2024, his cam-
paign social media account
posted on Saturday. But a
televised interview with
ABC News on Friday has
failed 1o quell concerns
His next major test in the
public eye will be a press
conference scheduled for
Thursday, during the
NATO summit

So far, five Demaocratic
lawmakers have called on
Biden to drop out, with the
drumbeat of dissent slowly
rising

The House minority
leader, Hakeem leffries,
has scheduled a wirtual
meeting of senior Demaoc-
rat representatives for Sun-
day to discuss the best way
forward, and Democrat
Senator Mark Warner is re-
portedly working to con-

vene a similar forum in the
upper chamber.

First Lady Jill Biden,
who - according to some
Us reports — is urg-
ing her husband to stay in
the race, is scheduled to
campaign in  Georgi
Florida and North Ca
on Monday. But after
day’s rallies in Philadel-
phia and Harrisburg, the
president will have to step
away from the campaign
for the NATO summit be-
ginning Tuesday.

Here, too, he will find
himself having to reassure
allies at a time when many
European countries fear a
Trump victery in Novem-
ber

The 73-year-old Repub-
lican has long criticized
NATO as an unfair burden
on the United States,
voiced admiration for
Russian strongman
Vladimir Putin, and in-
sisted he could bring abour
a quick end to the fighting
in Ukraine, where the
Russian invasion is now in
its third year For now, De-
maocrat heavyweights are
largely keeping a lid on
any simmering discontent
with their leader — at least
in public. But with election
day just four months away,
any move to replace Biden
as the nominee would need
to be made sooner rather
than later, and the party
will be scrutinized for any
signs of more open rebel-

lion

Meanwhile, for Biden

and his campaign team, the |
strategy seems to be to ride

it out. The campaign has | SETHARIA
unveiled an intense battle  Rasool,

plan for July, including an

avalanche of TV spots and , protest

trips to all the key states
That includes a visit to
the southwest of the coun-

Setharja

Ghulam
a resident of
has staged a
demonstration
against the local police,
alleging gross miscon-
duct and a failure to de-

Setharja,

1ry during the Republican | liver justice. The protest

convention from July 15

was prompted by a dis-

18, at which Trump is set Tturbing incident involv-

10 be anointed the party "

ing Rasool's T-year-old

official presidential nomi- | daughter, Rukhsar, who

nee.

was bitten by a dog be-

In what had been billed § longing to Ghulam Shab-

as a make-or-break inter- | bir Ansari.
view with ABC News on g self

Rasool him-

had also been

Friday, Biden flatly dis-  artacked by the same dog
missed the falling poll pJust a few days earlier.
numbers and concerns 0\4&{ 1

his mental and physi
ness triggered by his di
mal June 27 perfarmance

Rasool recounted his
ordeal, explaining that
when he went to the po-
lice to lodge a complaint

against Trump He blamed | about the dog atacks, in-

a severe cold for the debate

stead of [akmn his con-

debacle and insisted it was | cemns qermuﬂly, the police

just a “bad night”
‘than evidence of increasi
frailty and cognitive d

rather Dregistered a case of a

clash against him. This
unexpected turn of events

cline. The sit-down has not § has left Rasool and his
soothed the concerns of j family feeling vulnerable
critics who say that —away jand betrayed by those
from a teleprompter —ywho are supposed to pro-
Biden can struggle to com- | tect them

municate Some of his an-

swers were tentative, me-
andering and difficult to
follow, even as he sought
to deflect questions about
his mental acuity and d

party would consider re-1

pla him —Agency

-Can you believe this?
Father Arrested for
Burying 15-Day-Old
Daughter Alive In
Naushehro Feroze

NAUSHEHRO FEROZE
Shock and outrage spread
through Tharu Shah as
news broke of a tragic in-
cident where a father was
ed for burying his
-0ld daughter alive,
utmg financial constraints
for her medical treatment

According to police of-
ficials, Tayyab, the father
of the infant, confessed to
this heinous act, explain-
ing that he resorted to
burying his daughter after
feeling helpless due to the
lack of funds needed for
her treatment. He report-

edly placed the infant in a
sack before burying her.

The local police have
swiftly registered a o
st Tayyab upon his
confession, and legal pro-
ceedings are underway.
Authorities have also indi-
cated that, following court
orders, the grave of the
minor child will be ex-
humed for a postmortem
examination to ascertain
the circumstances leading
to her death.

The community in
Tharu Shah has been
deeply disturbed by this

incident, prompting calls
for justice and support for
vulnerable families facing
financial hardships. The
tragic event has high-
lighted the urgent need for
social welfare initiatives
and support networks to
prevent such distressing
outcomes in the future.
Meanwhile, the local
authorities are committed
to ensuring that the case is
thoroughly investigated,
with stringent measures
taken agamst those re-
sponsible for such heart-
breaking incidents —RT

Adding to his distress,

Resident

Demands Justice
Over Police Inaction
And Threats

Rasool claimed that i
fluential local figures, al-
legedly in cahoots with
the police, have been is-
suing dire threats to him
and his family. These
threats have intensified
Rasool's fears for their
safery, prompting his
public plea for justice

During the protest,
Rasool called on the con-
cerned authorities to take
immediate action, inves-
tigate the matter thor-
oughly, and provide the
Justice he and his family
deserve

The incident has
raised significant con-
cerns about the influence
of powerful individuals
over local law enforce-
ment and the urgent need
for accountability and
protection for ordinary
citizens

As the sination devel-
ops, the community and
observers await a re-
sponse from the con-
cerned authorities, hop-
ing for a resolution that
ensures the safety and
rights of Ghulam Rasool
and his family

Police Rescue Two

missed the nation that his 1

Hostages From
Bandits In
Khairpur

KHAIRPUR: A daring
police operation suc-
cessfully rescued a kid-
napped trader and his
driver from the clutches
of bandits in Khairpur,
according to reports on
Sunday

The incident un-
folded when a gang of
bandits abducted trader
Ganhwar Khan Jator and
his driver from
Mehboob Kalhoro road
earlier in the day. The
criminals later aban-
doned the hostages' car
near a police post in the
area.

SS5P Khairpur, Zubair
Nazeer Shaikh, detailed
that upon receiving the
report, a substantial po-
lice force was swiftly
dispatched to the katcha
area. This extensive op-
eration culminated in
the safe recovery of

both hostages from the
bandits’ hideout

The katcha area,
sprawling across vast
tracts of land from
Kashmore to Dadu
along the Indus River in
southern Sindh and Pun-
jab, is known for its
challenging terrain. It
often serves as a refuge
for outlaws and individ-
vals involved in tribal
disputes, secking to
evade law enforcement.

The successtul rescue
marks a significant
achievement for the po-
lice in their ongoing ef-
forts to combat eriminal
activitie the region
Authorities continue to
maintain vigilance and
enforce law and order to
ensure the safety and se-
curity of residents in
Khairpur and surround-
ing areas —RT

Prominent Berani Community Leader Haji

Moosa Mughal Passes Away at 85

By Hakim Baloch

JAM NAWAZ ALL The
local Mughal community
mourms the loss of a notable
leader, Haji Moosa Mughal,
who passed away at the age
of 85 on Sunday, His death
marks the end of an era for
the community, where he
was widely respected and ad-
mired,

Haji Moosa Mughal's fu-
neral prayers were held in
Beram, where a large number
of people from variows walks
of life gathered to pay their

|| respects. The bady of the de-

ceased was then laid to restin
his family’s ancestral grave-
vard, in accordance with tra-
ditional customs

The funeral was attended
by family members, friends,
community leaders, and local

residents, all of whom ex-
pressed their deep condo-
lences and shared fond mem-
ories of Haji Moosa Mughal
His contributions to the com-
munity were numerous, and
his presence will be greatly
missed

Throughout his life, Haji
Moaosa Mughal was known
for his unwavering commit-
ment to his community, his

enerosity, and his wisdom
His leadership and guidance
helped shape the lives of
many, and his legacy will
continue to mnspire future
senerations,

The passing of Haji
Maoosa Mughal is a signifi-
cant loss for the Mughal
community, and his memory
will be cherished by all who
knew him.

Residents Protest Severe Water
Shortage In Badin’s Sultani Wah

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: Residents of Sultani
Wah have taken 1o the streets
10 protest against the severe
water shortage plaguing their
region. The demonstration,
led by local scholar Mahchi
Giul Bok, Rashid Koso, Halar
Koso, and other concerned
citizens, highlighted the dev-
astating impact of the water
crisis on the o

its agricultural h\ehhnndc

The protesters expressed
their frustration over the lack
of water, which has caused
crops o dry up and cultivated
fields 1o deteriorate. This
water shortage is resulting in
significant financial losses
for the farmers, amounting to
millions of rupees. The dire
situation has left many farm-
ers struggling to sustain their
livelihoods, as their primary
source of income is being de-
stroyed due to the inadequate
water supply.

During  the protest,
Mahchi Gul Bok and other

leaders accused local offi-
gence and collu-
sion. They claimed that the
people of Mand, in collabo-
ration with incompetent offi-
cials from the irrigation de-
partment, have exacerbated
the water crisis, leaving the
villagers of Tel and surround-
ing areas to suffer the conse-
quences

The demonstrators de-
manded immediate action
from the authorities to ad-
dress the water shortage and

water resources. They called

for a thorough investigation

ensure a fair distribution of

into the alleged corruption
and mismanagement within
the irrigation department,
urging for accountahiliry and
effective solutions to prevent
further damage to their crops
and livelihoods As  the
protest gained momentum,
the residents of Sultani Wah
hoped that their voices would
be heard and that the neces-
sary steps would be taken to
resolve the water crisis. The
community remains united in
their fight for a sustainable
and equitable water supply,
essential for their survival
and prosperity

6th All Badin Azadi Cricket Tournament: JI
Youth Team Triumphs In Thrilling Final

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: The 6th Azadi Cup
2024 cricket toumnament, or-
ganized by Jamaat-e-Islami
Youth, concluded with an ex-
hilarating final match where
the I Youth team defeated
Alfriend Cricket Club to
claim victory. The tourna-
ment, held in All Badin dis-
trict, saw enthusiastic partic-
ipation from 24 teams

The event featured a well-
structured format with teams
divided into groups of three,
leading to a series of compet-
itive matches, Over the
course of the tournament, a
total of 38 matches were
played, including 24 group
matches, 8 pmquamr finals,
4 quarter-finals, 2 semi-fi-
nals, and the grand finale.
The matches took place at the
construction ground of Millat
Public School, drawing large
crowds and vibrant support
from the local community.

The final match was a

All-Friends and JI Youth
Blue. Sajid Rostamani, the
captain of All-Friends, won
the toss and opted to field
first. Batting first, JT Youth,
led by captain Dr. Ali Asghar,

set a challenging target of

132 runs in 10 overs. Despite
a shaky start, the All-Friends
team made a strong come-
back with impressive per-
furm.ancus by Rahab and In-

¢

ln a thrilling climax, All-
Friends required 7 runs in the
last over. Nauman emerged
as the hero, hitting a six and
then a four, securing a dra-
matic victory for his team
Sutyan Ashraf was declared
the hero of the tournament,
while the Man of the Final
award went to Nauman for
hig match-winning perform-
ance.

The closing ceremony
was graced by prominent fig-

ures including Maulana Ghu-
lam Rasool Ahmadani, Azim
Usmani, Abdul Latif Khosa,
Fateh Khan Khosa, and
Hanif Mallah. In his address,
the chief guest emphasized
the importance of sports in
the holistic development of
students. He highlighted that
many students neglect physi-
s, which are cru-
cial for their mental and
physical growth. Encourag-
ing students to excel in both
academics and sports, he
stressed the need for bal-
anced development.

The tournament con-
cluded with the distribution
of cash prizes and trophies to
the winning team and out-
standing players. The suc-
cessful organization of the
6th Azadi Cup 2024 has set a
positive precedent for future
sports events in the district,
fostering a spirit of cama-
radene and healthy competi-
tion among the youth,
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England beat Switzerland
on penalties to reach Euro
2024 semi-finals

England's quest for a first
major toumament win in 58
vears remained alive after
another late fightback before
beating Switzerland 5-3 on
penalties to book their place
n the Euro 2024 semi-finals.

After the 120 minutes fin-
ished level at 1-1, goalkeeper
Jordan Pickford was the
Three Lions' hero in the
shoot-out  as  he saved
Switzerland's first spot-kick
from Manuel Akanji

Cole  Palmer, Jude
Bellingham, Bukayo Saka,
Ivan Toney and Trent
Alexander-Amold converted
their penalties to send Eng-
land into a semi-final meet-
ing with Turkey or the
Netherlands in Dertmund on
Wednesday.

After needing Belling-
ham's 95th-minute equaliser
before going on to beat Slo-
vakia in extra time in the last
16, England were again star-
ing at defeat with 10 minutes
10 go.

A dreary encounter for
the first 75 minutes came to
life after Breel Embolo put
Switzerland in front.

Saka's fine strike from
outside the box levelled with
England's first shot on target

five minutes later.

Manchester City defender
Akanji was then the unfortu-
nate penalty villain as
Switzerland's horrible record
in major tournament quarter-
finals goes on.

They have now lost five
without ever reaching a
semi-final.

By contrast, England
march on despite another in a
string of underwhelming per-
formances  from  Gareth
Southgate's men.

"We know there are two
more games, we can change
our lives and make more his-
tory that's not been done be-
fore," said man-of-the-match

7]
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In his 100th match in
charge of his country, South-
wate again resisted calls for
mass changes in personnel
but did alter his system.

Ezn Konsa made his first
ever competitive interna-
tional start in place of the
suspended Marc Guehi as
England switched to a back
three

However, contrary to ex-
pectation, Saka remained on
the right in what proved o be
an inspired decision by
Southgare —Agency

Stuart Broad hails 'bowling
addict' James Anderson
ahead of final Test

LONDON: Former England
pacer Stuart Broad has
praised his long-time bowl-
ing partner James Anderson
as "an addict of the art of
bowling" as the veteran fast
bowler prepares for his final
Test against West Indies.

Anderson, 42 later this
month, will face the West In-
dies in a series opener at
Laord's starting on Wednesday
before ending an England ca-
reer which has so far yielded
700 wickets in 187 Tests -
both records among quick
bowlers.

Broad, who played along-
side James Anderson in 138
of those games before rerir-
ing from Test cricker after
last year's Ashes, said his
longstanding new-ball part-
ner's excellence was down o
a sheer love of bowding

"He loves the rhythm of
running into bowl, the con-
trol of the technique of his
action, the tactical side of
whether he's bowling away
swing, inswing, wuobble
seam," Broad wrote in the
Sunday Times.

"When you talk about

NG

dedication to
training, their discipling in
the gym and their diet."

The 38-year-old Broad,
who himself ook 604 wick-
ets in 167 Tests, added: "And
of course, you don't play to
42 unless you have that but
the thing that makes him dif-
ferent is his genuine love of
the art of what he does

*Addict is generally used
as anegative word but I'd say
he is an addict of the an of
bowling "

Anderson's  reputation
was based on his ability as :m

BIRMINGHAM: Co-owner
of World Championship of
Legends and Bollywood
actor Ajay Devgan Saturday
had a small talk with former
Pakistan captain Shahid
Afridi, prior to the start of the
match between Pakistan
Champions and India Cham-

ions

Video of the legends from
the neighbouring countries is
doing rounds on  social
media, with fans expressing
delight over the rare sight
when a Bollywood film actor
gets to meet a Pakistani
cricket great.

Ajay and Afridi can be
seen shaking hands and hav-
ing a pleasant conversation,
before the actor moves on to
meet other players at Edgbas-
ton Stadium, Birmingham,
Pakistan

Last night,

Champions inflicted a 68-run
defeat on Indian Champions
in the 8th encounter of the
World Championship of Leg-
ends (WCL) 2024.
This was third win for
‘ounis Khan's men and they
are now top of the points
table of the six-team compe-
tition. They defeated mighty
Australia and West Indies
previously.
Pakistan smashed 243/4

against India, after being
put inte bat. The Men in
Green were provided a
blistering start by the
opening pair of Sharjeel
Khan and Kamran Akmal
The duo hit 145 runs for
the first wicket before
Sharjeel departed in the
11th over.

Sharjeel made a 30-ball
72 powered by seven fours
and five sixes. While

Video of Ajay Devgan‘s interaction with
Shahid Afridi in England goes viral

Kamran continued the ag-
gressive approach, scoring
a 40-ball 77 before bei
bowled by Pawan Negi i

n

g the 14th over,

Sohaib Magsood
chipped in with a powerful
26-ball 51. He hit five
sixes and two fours. Afridi
went for a golden duck
while Shoaib Malik re-
mained not out on 18-ball
25

India replied strongly at
the start of the chase with
Robin Uthappa scoring 12-
ball 22. Sohail Khan re-
moved him to bring the
first wicket for Pakistan.

Ambati Rayadu and
Suresh Raina paired up to
trouble the Men in Green
but Shoaib Malik had the
better of Rayadu (39) to
put India under pres-
sure.—Agency

World Wrestling Entertain-
ment (WWE) legend John
Cena announced his retire-
ment from in-ring competi-
tion in 2025

The wrestling superstar
surprised everyone with the
announcement during his ap-
pearance at the WWE Money

Torento, Canada.

“Why am I here? Tonight,
I officially announce my re-
tirement from the WWE."
Cena addressed the crowd.

“This farewell, it does not
end tonight," he added. "It is
filled with opportunity.
Everybody., Raw malxcs his-

1o Netflix, I've rmer been a
part of Raw on Netflix, that is
history. That is a first, and 1

in the Bank event. held in §

will be there.”

"And along with that his-
tory-making first, we are
woing to build so many un-
forgettable lasts. The 2025

s Royal Rumble will be my

last, The 2025 Elimination
Chamber will be my last
And I'm here tonight to an-

nounce that in Las Vegas,
WrestleMania 2025 will be
the last WrestleMania I com-
pete in," continued Cena.

“What an incredible ges-
ture of kindness," he said as
fans chanted "thank you
Cena",

Donning a t-shirt em-

WWE legend John Cena announces
retirement from in-ring competition

blazoned with the words
"The Last Time is Now"
John Cena thanked WWE
fans for "letting me play
in the house that vou built
for s0 many years".

The wrestler-turned-

actor is considered one of

the greatest pro wiestlers
of all time. He made his
WWE debut in 2001 and
went on to win a record
16 World Championships.

He shares the record
with  the legendary
wrestler ‘Nature Boy' Ric
Flair.

Cena is also a four-
time tag-team champion
and won the United
States  (US) champi-
onship on five occa-
sions —Agency

DAMBULLA Wanindu
Hasaranga's explosive half-
century went in vain as Tim
Seifent played a dominant 82-
run knock to help Galle Mar-
vels defeat Kandy Falcons in
the ninth match of the Lanka
Premier League (LPL) 2024
m Dambulla Interna-
tional Stadium on Sunday

Set to chase 176, Galle
Marvels steered to victory in
17.1 overs with a loss of four
wickets courtesy of Seifert's
unbeaten half-century.

Niroshan Dickwella set
the tone with three bound-
aries in the first over, how-
ever, he fill on the last ball of
the over

Alex Hales was joined by
Seifert and together they at-
tacked the Falcons' bowlers,
constructing a 79-run stand
for the second wicket in just
34 balls.

Hasaranga broke the part-
nership in the seventh over
when he enticed Hales 10 at-
weep, only 1o
v Pavan Rath-
nayake ar deep mid-wicket.
Hales played a quick 38-
run cameo off 19 balls with
four boundaries and three
sixes
Seiferr continued his on-

slaught as he got involved in
a brief 38-run parmership
with Bhanuka Rajapaksa (16)
before Shoriful Islam castled
the later.

Janith Liyanage (11)
struck two boundaries
off Lakshan Sandakan,
however, he got stumped
while going for the third
one

Seifert's 82 trumps Hasaranga's fifty
as Galle Marvels beat Kandy Falcons

Sahan Arachchige (%)
joined Seifert and they
safely steered Marvels to
their third victory in the
LPL 2024 with an un-
beaten partnership of 29
runs

Seifert finished with
an unbeaten 82 off 49,
with the help of 13
boundaries, including
Two sixes.

Shoriful Islam led the
bowling attack with two
wickers, aided by
Hasaranga and San-
dakan, who bagged one
each. Galle Marvels’
captain Niroshan Dick-
wella invited Kandy Fal-
cons to bart first and the
bowlers proved the deci-
sion right by raking four
wickets in quick succes-
sion with 32 runs on the
board. —Agency

Rohit Sharma to lead
India in Champions

Triumphant captain Rohit
Sharma who recently won
his country the T20 World
Cup 2024, will be leading
team India in the Champions
Trophy 2025 and the 2023-
25 World Test Championship
(WTC).

"l am confident that
under the captaincy of Rohit,
we will win the WTC Final
and the Champions Trophy,”
said the Beard of Control for
Cricket in India's (BCCI)
Secretary Jay Shah.

Shah's remarks come
after India ended their 11-
year-long  1CC  trophy
drought after beating South
Africa in the final of the T20
World Cup 2024 under the
leadership of Rohit

The star batter was ap-
pointed India's captain in
2021 after Virat Kohli

Trophy, WTC: BCCI

stepped down and since then,
the Blues made it to the
WTC 2021-23 final and the
ODI World Cup 2023 final
where they lost to Australia
on both occasions.

In a video message shared
by the BCCI, Shah dedicated
India's World Cup win to
previous head coach Rahul
Dravid, whose last match in
charge the final and to
Rohit, Virat Kohli and
Ravindra Jadeja as all three
of them retired from T201s

"Many congratulations to
Team India for this historic

wory [...] this was our third
inal in the last vear. In June
2023, we lost in the final of
the World Test Champi-
onship. After ten wins in No-
vember 2023, we won hearts

but couldn't win the cup,” the
BCCI official said —Agency

Jongwe reveals reason
behind 'shoe celebration’
after Zimbabwe's win
over India

Zimbabwe caused a major
upset at Harare Sports Club,
successfully defending a
maoudest target of 116 against
a youthful Indian team cap-
tained by Shubman Gill

The Indian batsmen
struggled w apply them-
selves, losing half their side
by the 10th over, with Dhruy
Jurel falling victim to Luke
Jongwe on his T20T debut

Jongwe's distinctive shoe
call celebration’ after raking
the wicket stemmed from a
playful pre-match conversa-
tion with his girlfriend
Brenda Jasi

"1 came up with the idea
for the celebration while |
was on a call with my girl-
friend Brenda. We were dis-
cussing a celebration | would
o if T got a wicket, so | went
with the shoe celebration. |
told her each time [ ger a
wicket, | would be calling
you," Jongwe explained

Zimhabwe" captain,
Sikandar Raza, expressed de-
light at his team’s victory
while acknowledging the on-
going challenge posed by an
mexperienced Indian lineup.

"Feel really happy about
the win. Need to take one
game at a time. The job is not
done, series is not over.
Waorld champions play like
world champions, so we
need 1 be ready for the next
game," Raza said

Raza also highlighted the
team’s focus and determina-

tion.

"This isn't a wicker
where you get bowled out
for 113. Credit o the

bowlers of both sides.
Clearly an indication we
need to up our skills, Our
catching and ground field-
ing was amazing, but we did
make some errors, showing
there's room for improve-
ment. — Agency

outstanding o
swing 2 bowler, particularly in
home conditions, but Broad
said this
depln_\rmg reverse swing
"He  doesn't
enough credit for his re-
verse swing, which has
been crucial to his great
record in the subconti-
nent,” Stuart Broad
wrote. "Because his line
and length are so im-
maculate it makes it
lethal —Agency
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Jennifer Lopez is send-
ing a message of love with
her jewelles

The Atlas star was shop-
ping in Bridgehampton
with her manager, Benny
Medina, and some friends
on Friday when she was
spotted wearing a charm
bracelet on which Ben's ini-
tials were obvious.

pez, 54, kept the rest
of Ih(, look relaxed with
white linen shirt, matching
pants, and a wide-brimmed
hat.

She accessorised her
outfit heavily though with a
silver necklace, hoop ear-

rings, a chunky gold
bracelet, sunglasses and a
handbag.

Lopez has been speak-
ing though her outfits for

Jennifer Lopez pays tribute
to Ben Affleck with
_ meaningful jewellery

some days now as she pre-
viously wore a crop top tee
earlier this week that read,
"JLO BE MY MAMA

However, the recent
message of endearment
comes after reports that
Lopez has given up on
saving their marriage,
while an insider told Page
Six that Affleck regrets
making her his wife

The Papi songstress
also went back to wearing
her wedding ring again
briefly taking it off to
promaote her J.Lo Beauty
line.

The couple has been
inconsistent with their
wedding rings ever since
divorce rumours began
and  haven't addressed
their separation

America’s sweetheart Taylor Swift and Travis

Taylor Swift doesn't want
to waste a lot more time
when it comes to getting a
proposal from her boyfriend
Travis Kelce.

Swift and Kelce have
been dating for a year now
and seem serious, supporting
each other at Eras Tour con-
certs and NFL matches. An
insider now says the duo are
discussing marniage since the
singer wants to make sure
they're on the same page.

"Taylor is head over heels

in love with Travis. She does-
n't want to waste more time,
so she needs to make sure
they're on the same page
about getting marned,” a tip-
ster told Radar Online

The Lavender Haze hit-

maker has reportedly
learned from her last long
relationship, which was
with Joe Alwyn. The
Grammy winner was with
the Kinds of Kindness
actor for over six years
and never got a proposal

Kelce make first move towards getting married

from him.

"Taylor changed so
many things to accommo-
date Joe - she moved to
London and agreed to reel
in her outgoing personal-
ity because he was more
of a homebody.” the mole
revealed

"They'd spoken about
starting a family and she
patiently waited for him to
propose. Every time Joe
would arrange a romantic
vacation or quiet dinner,

she imagined the time had
come. But after almost
seven years, Joe was drag-
zing his feet and she had
to walk away,” they noted.

Explai Taylor
Smﬁs expectations of a
proposal  from  Travis
Kelee, the tipster added:
"She's not expecting a
proposal tomorrow, but
she does want to know
he's as serious as she
is when it comes to
marriage.”
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Punjab Government Enhances
Polio Eradication Efforts

ISLAMABAD: The Punjab |3
government has decided to g
establish specialised polio
vaccination counters at the
entry and exit points of the
province to reinforce polio
eradication efforts.

The directives issued by
the Minister and Chief Secre-
tary of Punjab aimed to en-
sure inclusive vaccination
coverage across the province.

Dedicated polio vaccina-
tion counters would be strate-
gically positioned at all entry
and exit points throughout
Punjab, facilitating stream-
lined vaccination processes.

hief Secretary in-
structed health authorities

Punjab Police Raid
Opposition Leader Omar
Ayub's Residence

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Po-
lice on Sunday raided the
house of Opposition Leader
in the National Assembly
Omar Ayub to arrest him.

A Mianwali police contin-
went, along with Islamabad
polie raided PTI leader's res-
idence in F-10 here in the |
federal capital.

Omar wrote on social
media website X, former [
Twitter, that a Sargodha

and local administrators
to identify and resolve
any obstacles hindering
vaccination goals
promptly.

Officials pledged to
utilize all available re-
sources to eradicate polio
and combat other diseases

The Chief Secreta

eradication
paign would be me
with appropriate ac
tion. —RT/Agency

ATC {Anti-terrorism jab governments, cre- that there is no rule of
Court) issued his bail- ated on the basis of law in the country
able warrant. A Mian- Form-47, are eager to "Let me make it clear

arrest the opposition
leader of the National

wali and Islamabad po-
lice posse raided his
house some time ago to Assembly, Omar wrote.
arrest him, he conitnued. The opposition leader
The federal and Pun- said that the raid proved

Khan becomes prim
minister,” h
stated. —RT/Agency

Man Accused Of Rape
Arrested At Islamabad
Airport

ISLAMABATDY The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
migration circle on
day conducted an operation
and arrested a wanted indi-
vidual who trying to flee
abroad, media reported

The FIA spokesperson
stated that the accused,
named Amir Abdullah, was
wanted in a rape case regis-
tered in Margalla police sta-
tion 2

In a move t thwart his at- passenger at Sialkot airport
tempt 1o flee the country, the for traveling on fake docu-
authorities included the name  ments.
of the accused in the stop list. As per dertails, the

The FIA handed over the Federal — Investigation
arrested individual to Islam- Agency (FIA) spokesper-
abad police for further action. son said thar a passenger,

arrested for possessing

Card.
The accused has bee

prevalent in the province.

that our struggzle willl
continue until Tmran

¢
e
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shifted 1o the Anti-Human !
Trafficking Circle Karachi ! and American delegations to
for further legal action and I discuss

over Sleepy

s the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation’s (NATO) sum-
1 mit is just around the comer,
1 diplomats and world leaders
Jare expressing concerns
gabout US President Joe
y Biden's age and health.
To defeat Donald Trump
y in the November 5 election,
1 Biden is required to prove
that he’s ready and strong at
Ilhe summit, which will be
held in Washington next
: week
]

According to Politico, al-
ies want Biden to compete
1 for his second term against
I Trump, but they are con-
B cerned about his ability to
1 defeat the former president in
1 the forthcoming elections.

1 Following the 81-year-
y ©ld’s poor performance in the
pfirst  presidential  debate
1 against the Republican, some
1 European officials  have
I voiced doubts about Biden’s
tamina and leadership capa-

US Election 2024:
NATO allies concerned

ability to beat Trump

Joe Biden's

bilities

"It doesn’t take a genius
to see that the president is
old. We're not sure that, even
if he wins, he can survive
four years more." one of the
officials of the European
NATO stated.

Another EU official re-
marked: "We all want Biden
to have a second term to
avoid dealing with Trump
again, but this isn't really re-
assuring."

Moreover, NATO allies
are concerned about how
long Biden can keep US sup-
port for European defence,
since Trump is sceptical
about extending support for
other countries

"Were having more con-
wversations about our own de-
fences since it looks like
Trump is coming back.” an
official from one NATO
country said after the de-
bate —Agency

Hezbollah
i War Enters

1
§ Gaza: Israel carried out
§ deadly air stikes in the Gaza
§ Strip on Sunday as the war
y entered its [0th month, with
1 fighting ra across the
I Palestinian territory and fresh
H diplomatic efforts underway
to halt the violence
Lebanon's  Hezbollah
rwovement fired another 20
I ockets at northern Israel,
I leaving one person injured
were, the latest cross-horder
1 attacks launched in solidarity
Iwith Gaza's Palestinian
roup Hamas.
1 Efforts towards a truce
g continued with US, Qatani
nd Egyptian mediators hop-
1 to halt the worst-ever
§ Gaza war, which has caused
1ass civilian ¢ 1} and

Deadly Gaza Battles,

Rockets As
10th Month

hostage release deal, citing
an unnamed high-level offi-
cial source, Mediators were
in contact with Hamas amid
"intensive Egyptian mestings
this week with all parties 10
push efforts” for a truce, said
the news report late Saturday,
without giving further details
or dates. Tsrael has also said
it would send a delegation in
the coming days 1o continue
talks with Qatari mediators,
even though Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's
spokesman said Friday that
"gaps"  remained  with
Hamas. US President Joe
Biden announced a plan in
late May that included an ini-
tial six-week truce and the

]
devastated the coastal terri-

fake Greece Resi ence | tory since Hamas's October 7

rtack on Israel. Egypt's Al-
Jahera News reported that
iro was "hosting Israeli

the outstanding

exchange of I ges for
Palestinian prisoners.

Talks subsequently
stalled, bur a US official said
Thursday that a new proposal
from Hamas "moves the
process forward and may
provide the basis for closing
the deal”.

"Need Plan To Control
Immigration': Ex UK PM Tony
Blair's Advice To Keir Starmer

London: Former Labour
prime minister Tony Blair
made an early intervention in
British politics on Sunday
after Keir Starmer's landslide
election victory, urging
to have a "plan to control im-
migrat

Blair wamed Starmer,
who is beginning his second
full day as prime minister
with a visit to Scotland, that
the anti-immigration Reform
UK Party also posed a chal-
lenge to Labour, not just the
Conservative Party.

The Reform UK party, led
by Brexit firebrand Nigel
Farage, maximised the dam-
age to the Conservatives at
the election by splitting the
right-wing vote.

It won five seats in the
Westminster parliament and
14 percent of the vote,
prompting Farage to wam
that it will target Labour vot-
ers next

In a piece headlined "My
advice to Keir Starmer”,

Blair wrote in the Sunday
Times that "all over the west-
ern world, traditional politi-
cal parties are suffering dis-
ruption”

"Where the system allows
new entrants to emerge, they
are running riot everywhere.
Laok at France or laly

"We need a plan to con-
trol immigration. If we don't
have rules, we get preju-
dices." he added

Blair, the only Labour
leader to lead his party to
three consecutive election

victories starting with his
own landslide win in 1997,
couched his "advice” in an
article about hamessing the
power of artificial intelli-
gence (Al).

He said he believed digi-
tal 1D technology offered the
best solution to controlling
irregular immigration, a key
issue on the doorstep during
the election campaign.

"We should move as the
world is moving to digital
ID. If not, new border con-
trols will have to be highly
effective.” he wrote

Other suggestions in-
cluded "a tough new ap-
proach to law and order” due
to the fact that "at present
criminal elements are mod-
emising faster than law en-
forcement”.

And he said the govemn-
ment should “avoid any vul-
nerability on ‘wokeism™,
waming against policies that
many regard as overly politi-
cally comrect—Agency

Overnight Ukraine Drone Hit Sets
Russian Munitions Depot Ablaze

Moscow.  An  ovemnight
Ukrainian drone attack set a
Russian munitions depot
ablaze the Yoronezh region,
near the
shared border, Russian and
Ukrainian officials said Sun-

ay.

"Several drones were de-
tected  and  destroyed
overnight by air deft
tems above the Voronezh re-
LOVernor

gion," regional
Alexander Gusev wrote on
Telegram

"Their falling debris set
off a fire in a depot” in the
Podgorensky district, about
&0 kilometres (50 miles)
from the Ukrainian borderm

"Explosives began w det-
onate”, Gusev said, adding
that there were no indica-
tions anybody had been hurt

Rescue teams were at the
scene and Gusev said local

two  gountries’ g

people living near the depot
were being evacuated.

A Ukrainian  defence
source told AFP that its
drones hit the munitions fac-
tory in an overnight antack

"The enemy stored sur-
face-to-surface and surface-
to-air missiles, shells for
tanks and artillery and boxes
of ammunition” at the site,
which was hit by drones re-
sulting in a "powerful” ex-
plosion, the source said. Rus-

sia and Ukraine have used
drones, including large ex-
plosive devices with a range
of hundreds of kilometres
(miles), exiensively e
Russia launched its military
offensive in February 2022
Ukraine has stepped up its at-
tacks on Russian territory
this year, targeting both en-
ergy sites it says supply the
Russian army and towns and
villages just across the bor-
der—Agency

Israeli Strike On School Sheltering
Displaced Gazans Kills 4, Second
Attack In 2 Days

Gaza: The civil defence agency
in Hamas-run Gaza said astrike
Sunday on a school sheltering
displaced Palestimans killad at
least four people, the second
such Isracli arack in two days.
The Israeli military, which has
long accused Palestinian opera-
tives of using schools and other
civilian infrastructure, con-

firmed the strike "in the area of
the school" in Gaza City. Tt said
in a statement the school com-
plex was used as a hideout and
housed “a Hamas weapons
manufacturing facility”. The
civil defence agency said Thab
al-Ghusain, the Hamas govern-
ment's deputy labour minister,
was among those killed in the

strike on the Holy Family
school. The strike came a day
after a UN-run school in the
central Nuseirat refugee camp
was hit, in an attack that the
Ciaza health minisiry said killed
16 people and drew condenna-
tion from the United Nations.
Israel said militants were hiding
there —Agency

[o

Aday earlier, the FIA Im- Usman Ali, who was trav-
migration wing arrested a eling 1o Azerbaijan was

further investigation is un- I poins” for a ceasefire and
derway —RT/Agency

Agency '
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Pakistan Railways To

Woman and Daughter |
Killed In Multan Roof

REGI

AL TIMES

Operate Trains Through

Public-Private Partnership

LAHORE: Pakistan Rail-
ways has decided to run its
all trains under the public-
private partnership mode
sources said

Citing railway officials'
sources said that the decision
has been taken to provide
better facilities to railway
passengers and bringing sta-
bility in the department's in-
come

Several trains including
Karakoram Express
Karachi Express, Awam
Express, Green Line
Mahar, Chenab, Suman
Sarkar and Mohen-jo Daro
passenger train will be run
under the public-private
partnership mode, officials
said.

Moreover, Pak Busi-
ness, Bolan Mail, Thall,

S
Sukkur Express, Marvi,
Chaman and Hazara Ex-
press would also be oper-
ated by the private sector,

officials said
Railways officials said
that Shalimar Express, Ba-
hauddin Zakaria, Kohat,
Mehran Express, Attock,
Jund and Rawalpindi pas-
senger train also been run

under this mechanism

Chief Executive Office
Amir Baloch has stated
that the railways intend to
provide the best travel ex-
perience to its passengers.

Sources apprehended
that the railway fares
would skyrocket under the
public-private partnership
mode —RT/Agency

Couple Accused Of Brutally Torturing
Domestic Worker In Lahore

LAHORE: Another dis-
tressing incident was re-
ported from Lahore's De-
fense B area in which a
husband and wife allegedly
stripped and tortured a 13-
vear-old domestic worker,
media reported on Sunday.

Following the torture
incident, the police filed an
FIR over the complaint of
the mother of the domestic
worker - Tahreem - and ar-
rested the accused - Has-
sam - allegedly invelved in
the incident.

Meanwhile, the police
officials claimed that raids
were being conducted 1o

arrest Hassam's wife

As per the FIR, the ac-
cused continued to torture
the minor domestic worker
Tehreem by stripping her
naked over the suspicion of
theft, the mother of the vic-
tim also claimed in the FIR
that the bones of the girls

hand and nose were bro-
ken. The victim girl was
handed over to her mother
after her medical examina-
tion, while the SP Cantt
stated that the perpetrators
involved in the incident
would be brought to jus-
lice. —RT/Agency

Collapse

MULTAN: A woman and her
daughter have died while the
father and son suffered in-
juries after the roof of their
house collapsed in Multan

Rescue sources said the
tragic incident occurre
Chowk Shaheen Nala W
Muhammad due to extensive
rainfall

The roof of the house col-
lapsed because it was rotten,
burying the family members
under the debris

Tragedy

~+ ||KARACHI: The Pakistani
=~ 4l rupee, which is currently
- =™, |1 being exchanged at Rs278
As a result, the mother I against the dollar, is expected
and daughter lost their lives, | to depreciate to Rs 295 by the
and the son was seriously in- | end of December 2024 de-
jured : spite the govemnment's hope
The deceased were jof securing a new bailout
identified as Saima Bibipackage from the Interna-
and four-year-old Sania, 1 tional Monetary Fund (IMF),
while the injured included 1 media reported on Sunday.
S0-year-old Riaz and "As Pakistan navigates
Miraj these turbulent wateri we
The bodies and the in- ! expect economic challenges
jured were shifted to Na- lio persist in the near term
sitar Hospital, the rescue 1 with elevated inflation and
sources said —RT/Agency | demand contraction," said
I Tresmark in a client note is-

MANSEHRA: A tragic acci-
dent occurred near Babusar
Top when a car carmying a
family of five plunged into a
ravine, leaving a couple
dead, media reported.

As per details, the inci-
dent took place when the
family was retuming from a

rip.

According to the Kaghan
Development Authority, the
car was carrying a family of
five from Lahore, including
three children, who were left

Couple Killed As Vehicle

Plunges Into Ravine
Near Babusar Top

1 sued a day earlier.
1 The prediction comes
1 after Minister of State for Fi-
| nance Ali Pervaiz Malik's re-
| marks claiming that the gov-
| emment was looking forward
y to an IMF bailout in excess
of $6 billion after addre:
lall of the lender's requi

e authorities  have

| ments inits  tax-heavy
launched a rescue ope

on . budget

to retrieve the bodies and In the budget, the povemn-
provide medical assistance to 1 ment increased the taxes on
the imjured children. the already burdened salaried

Earlier today, at least two ¥ class, brought exporters into
tourist dead, while three oth- § the normal tax regime, in-
ers mjured in Chitral car ac- | creased the petroleum levy
cident. Land imposed new taxes on

The incident which I the real estate sectors, among
claimed the lives of two | others, fo increase revenue
tourists  occurred  in | generation aimed at stabilis-
Ashrit due to damaged | g the country's economic
road —RT/Agency dlicators

injured n the incident.

Rupee Depreciation Expected
By End of 2024 Despite IMF

Bailut Prospects

"We hope to culminate
this [IMF] process in the next
three to four weeks," Malik
told Reuters.

This week, the rupee
traded within narrow ranges
due to balanced supply and
demand dynamics for dollars
in the market and saw slight
fluctuations throughout the
week  before  recovering
osses to close at Rs278 37
on Friday.

Elaborating on the per-
formance of the local cur-
rency, Tresmark's notice said
that the rupee is projected to
trade at Rs295 against the
dollar by this year's end and

t Rs325 by June 2025
Positive indicators such
as a narrowing trade deficit
and a resilient stock market
suggest & gradual economic
recovery and an expected
IMF agreement, anticipated
to bring in between $6 billion
1o 58 billion, is seen as cru-

&

—

cial for stabilising the econ-
omy, Tresmark noted

However, potential impli-
cations from the Finance
Bill's tax measures and esca-
lating fuel prices may further
strain purchasing power and
demand, the report cau-
tioned

On the policy rate issue, it
said that it is anticipated to
remain between 17 to 19%
by December 2024 to counter
growth-related inflationary
pressures

Meanwhile, Sakib
Sherani, an economist who
heads the private firm Macro
Economic Insights, is of the
wview that a quick deal with
the IMF was needed to avoid
pressure on the country's for-
wign exchange reserves and
the currency due to maturing
debt repayments and the ef-
fects of unwinding of capital
and import controls that were
applied earlier —RT/Agency
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KARACHI: Prime M s'ler Muhnmmd Shrhbu Sharif is receiving a briefing about
Hutchison Ports Pakistan Terminal at the Karachi Port.—RT

SAU Tando Jam Hosts Inaugural
Three-Day Family Mango Festival
And Exhlbltlon ln Karachl

By Irfan Ali Khushk

KARACHI: The first three-
Mango Festival
on, hosted by
Sindh Agriculture University,
commenced at the Pakistan
Maritime  Museum  in
Karachi.

This festival and exhibi-
tion were organized with the
collaboration of the Pakistan
Maritime Museun, TCN Ex-
ecutive Forum, and various
stitutions and farms. The
festival was maugurated by
Provincial Agriculture Minis-
ter Sardar Muhammad Bux
Mahar, along with Vi
Chancellor Dr. Fateh Marri,
Vice Chancellor of Begum
Nusrat Bhutto Women Uni-
versity Sukkur Dr. Tahmina
Mangan. DG Maritime Fa-
roog Azam, and DG Re-
search  Noor Muhammad
Baloch.

The exhibition featured
stalls showcasing mangoes
and their by-products from
various istitutions, includ-
ing the Institute of Food Sci-
ences and Horticulture De-
partment of Sindh
Agriculture University Tando
Jam, Agriculture Research
Sindh, Sub Campus
Umerkot, Horticulture Tnsti-
tute Mirpurkhas, MH Pan-
hwar Farms, Palh Farms
Tando Allahyar, among oth-
ers. There were also mango
grafting  demonstrations,
Sindhi cultural stalls, and
food stalls

In his inaugural address,
Agriculture Minister Sardar
Muhammad Bux  Khan
Mahar, stated that climate
change is impacting mango
orchards in Sindh. Efforts are
being made 10 establish mod-
ern research centers for
mango production in Sindh.
Additionally, they plan to in-

troduce new varieties of
mangoes to other countries to
increase the global export of
Sindh's mangoes. He urged
the Sindh Agriculture Uni-
wersity 10 also train the youth
of Ghotki and establish a
wenter there

Vice Chancellor Dr. Fateh
Marri said that the purpose of
this festival and exhibition is
to highlight the potential
business opportunities in
agriculture and the agricul-
tural industry in Sindh and
Pakisian, to encourage a
greater inclination towards
agricultural education, and to
foster connections between
urban investors and agricul-
ture,

He Said next year, a
larger mango show will be
organized in Karachi in col-
laboration with the Sindh
government and Maritime
Museumn, the SAU is also re-
searching making powder
from second-grade mangoes
and other by-products of
mangoes.

DG Pakistan Maritime
Museum Captain  Faroog
Azam expressed his gratitude
to the minister for attending
the mango festival. He said
he was pleased to hold the
festival and announced plans
1o organize a date festival in
collaboration with the Sindh
government on August 14

jahid Leghari,

N —

vear. He said that Sindhri

mangoes are highly popular

in the USA and other coun-

tries, and there is a need to

increase the export of Sindh's
mangoes.

The event was attended
by Agriculture Secretary
Rafiq Ahmed Buriro, Secre-
tary of Universities Sindh
Abbas Baloch. Chairman
Sindh  Higher Education
Commission SM Tariq Rafi,
former minister Muhammad
Nauman Sehgal, former VC
Dr. AQ Mughal, TDAP DG
Abdul Karim, agricultural
leader Dr. Zulfigar Yousfani,
Nabi Bux Satiu, Ghulam Sar-
war Panhwar, Dr. Wali
Muhammad Baloch, Dr. Mu-
Dr. Abdul
Mubeen Lodhi, Shehryar
Ahmed, and others, The fes-
tival saw a large turnout of
families, with musical and
cultural programs held late
into the night

Earlier, Rear Admiral
Muhammad Saleem visited
the mango festival and exhi-
bition, showing deep interest
in the displays. He empha-
sized the importance of pro-
moting such activities and
preparing products according
10 value chain and export
standards. He also discussed
various bilateral interests
with Vice Chancellor Dr.
Fateh Marri.

Junaid Hamid takes over as President
of the Rotary Club of Karachi Nexus
for 2024-5

KARACHI: The inaugura-
tion ceremony of Junaid
Hamid as the newly elected
president of the Rotary Club
of Karachi Nexus 2024.25
took place at Urban Forest,
attended by a large pathering
of Rotary members and dis-
tinguished Rotarians from
District 3271

The ceremony com-
menced with a special planta-
tion event at the Main Grove
of Urban Forest, where Vice
President RT Hans Herman
Kesten graced the occasion
as the guest of honor, accom-
panied by his wife Director
RI Faiz Qadwai, District
Governor 2024-25 Rizwan
Hadia, and Secretary General
District 3271 Raza Tabish
Farooqui were also in atten-
dance

During the event, District
Govemor Rizwan ia con-
ducted a pinning ceremony,
presenting Secretary Faraz
Sheikh with an henorary pin
in recognition of Junaid
Hamid's inauguration. In his
address, Rizwan Hadia ex-
tended New Year greetings to
the Rotary Club of Karachi
Mexus,  urging  increased
membership and enhanced
contributions to the Rotary
Foundation to achieve Donor
Club status. He emphasized
the pivatal role of RC Nexus

in upcoming district initia-
tives and conferences, ex-
pressing confidence in the
club's potential to excel

Following the plantation
ceremony, a second event
was held at the Maingrove
Plantation, where Vice Presi-
dent RI addressed attendees.
He commended the club's ef-
farts in transforming Rotary
Intenational's seventh focal

within two years. Ali Haider
highlighted the project’s sig-
nificance, noting the distin-
1,1||s|1ed visits of RI President
Stephanie A. York and RI
ce President Hans Herman
Kesten, underscoring RC
Nexus's prominence within
the district.

In his inaugural addre
Junaid Hamid expressed his
commitment to building
upon the club's achieve-

e
ments under the leadership
of Dr. Khalid Sheikh. He
thanked his team for their
support and outlined his
goals for the upcoming
term, emphasizing continu-
ity and innovation in club
projects and community
service
Dr. Khalid Sheikh, in his
remarks, lauded the club's
outstanding performance
over the past year and af-
firmed his dedication to fur-
thering its legacy of service
and excellence.

The ceremony con-
cluded with Junaid Hamid
presenting shields of recog-
nition to Rotary President,
Vice President, and a com-
memorative  shield  to
Rizwan Hadia, symbolizing
the club's appreciation for
their leadership and sup-
port—RT

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami (J1) Karachi Chief, Munam Zafar i
conference, at the Idara Noor-ul-Haq regarding his party’s initiatives for people’s

rights.—

addressing a press

PSQCA Releases New
List Of Mandatory
Items, Introduces
Strict Quality Checks

KARACHL: The Pakistan
Standards and Quality Con-
trol Authority (PSQCA) has
unveiled an updated list of
mandatory items, featuring
several new products, and
has launched special inspec-
on teams nationwide to en-
force quality standards rigor-
ously.

Director General Tawfig
Ali Abbasi emphasized that
the newly formed teams are
empowered o scrutinize the
quality of goods across the
country. Stringent measures
will be enforced against unli-
censed items, including con-
fiscation of stock and the clo-
sure  of non-compliant
factories

The revised list encom-
passes a wide range of food
and non-food items, includ-
ing medical devices, shaving
cream, car and bicycle tires,

coffee, and electric sockets.
Units failing to apply fora
cense within 14 days wil
face legal consequences.

These initiatives  are
aimed at guaranteeing the
availability of high-quality,
licensed products to the pub-

For further information,
please visit the PSQCA offi-
cial website or their offices
nationwide —RT

Karachi school
headmaster rapes
a 10-year-old

In a harrow-
ing incident, a school's
headmaster allegedly
raped a 10-year-old female
student in the city's Moach
Goth area

A case has been regis-
tered at the Mochko Police
Station on the complaint
by the victim's father, said
the police officials

The mother, in the first
information report (FIR),
said that three of her
daughters take tuitions
from the headmaster.

"The headmaster called
and asked to send our
daughters on June 21, say-
ing he wants to give them
eidi. However, when T re-
fused, the headmaster in-
sisted after which I sent
my daughters,” said the
FIR.

T'he FIR said that when
their daughters came back
t0 home, the victim told
her mother that the suspect
had taken him to another
room where he raped her.

The victim also told her
mother that he had threat-
ened to kill her if she 1old
anyone about the assault,

KARACHI

said the FIR

Following the incident,
the girl also underwent
medical examination, The
police said they are wait-
ing l'or the report

The victim's parents
and local residents of the
area protested at the Hub
River Road against the
suspect not being arrested
Due to the protest, the traf-
fic was affected

In a similar incident
last month, a principal of a
private school was arrested
for torturing and harassing
a female student. He was
accused of attempting to
rape a Class 10 student at
the school near Orangi
Town.

The principal had been
sending obscene messages
and harassing the victim
for several days.

During the incident.
allegedly wrned the CC
camera towards the ceiling
and coerced the student 10
commit adultery, threaten-
ing to fail her in her ma-
triculation exams and ruin
her future if she did not
comply —RT/Agency

Former IG Sindh
Mushtaq Mahar’s
Mother Passes
Away

KARACHI: The mother
of former IG Sindh Po-
lice, Mushtag Ahmed
Mahar, has passed away.
The senior police offi-
cial's mother, who was
also the matriarch of the
Mahar family, was a
well-respected  figure
within the community
Her demise marks a sig-
nificant loss for the
Mahar family, who have
long been prominent in
the region.

According to details,
her passing has triggered
an outpouring of grief
and sympathy from vari-
ous segments of society.
A large number of mem-
bers and leaders of the

civil society, including
notable  personalities,
politicians, and  Mr

Mahar’s colleagues in
the police and civil bu-
reau y, have been of-
fering their condolences
Many have expresse
their deep sorrow over
the Mahar family’s irre-
placeable loss and have
been visiting the family

| to pay their respects.

The Mahar family's
residence at House Num-

|| ber 87 on Shahrah-e-Iran

road, oppesite 70 Clifton
in Block 2, has seen a
continuous stream of vis-
itors. Friends, family,

and  well-wishers  are
gathering to support the
family during this diffi-
cult time and to honor
the memory of & woman
who was highly regarded
and loved by those who
knew her.

The community’s re-
sponse highlights the sig-
nificant impact she had
on those around her and
the legacy she leaves be-
hind. The Mahar family,
in their time of mourn-
ing, are surrounded by
the warmth and support
of their community,
friends and family,
flecting the deep connec-
tions and respect that
have been cultivated over
the years —RT

re- | B

DSP CTD Ali Raza Fatally
Shot In Karachl Attack

KARACHI: Unidentified as-
sailants  gunned  down
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment {CTD) Investigations
Deputy Superintendent Po-
lice (DSP) Ali Raza in
Karachi's Karimabad area on
Sunday.

The senior police officer,
who was a close friend of an-
other martyred officer senior
superintendent police {SSP)
Chaudhry Aslam, was tar-
geted by two gunmen near a
residential building in the

Ali received a bullet in
the head following the heavy
firing by the culpnits and was
immediately taken to the Ab-
basi Shaheed Hospital where
he succumbed to his injuries
during treatment

A security guard of the
residential building also lost
his life in the fierce gun at-
tack.

Police officers confirmed
that one of the armed men
donned an ajrak — a tradi-
fional block-printed shawl in
Sindh — while the second
gunman hid his face with a
helmet. The attacker used a
9mm pistol with a silencer to

target the senior cop, they
added.

They said that Ali fre-
quently used to visit the area
to meet his childhood friends
which increased suspicions
that the assassins carried out
the attack after full recce.

The police personnel also
found 11 spent bullet casings
of a 9mm pistol from the
crime scene.

The attackers opened fire
at DSP Al after he came out
of his “bullet-proof vehicle™

CTD Deputy Inspaclor
General (DIG) Asif Aijaz
Shaikh while :pw ng to
joumnalists following Ali's
Kkilling today said that the cul-
prits behind the attack would

not be spared at any cost. He
confirmed that the slain po-
lice officer “uses a bullet-
proof vehicle”. To a question
regarding any threat to DSP
Ali, Shaikh replied that “all
CTD officers face threats”.
He added that two persons
were involved in the attack
who fired 11 times at Ali.
DIG Shaikh further said that
it would be too early to com-
ment on the motives behind
the attack which would be as-
certained after a thorough
probe. Following the attack,
senior CTD officers incleding
Raja Umar Khattab, Mazhar
Mashwani  and Khurram
Waris also visited the erime
scene.—RT/Agency

Strengthening Indonesia-Pakistan
Trade Relations: Key
Stakeholders Convene

For Bilateral Talks

KARACHI: The Indonesian
Consulate in Karachi, in col-
laboration with the Karachi
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry's Policy Advisory
and  Research  Council
(PRAC), hosted a crucial ses-
sion titled "Bilateral Talks
Enhancing Trade Relations
between Indonesia and Pak-
istan” at the Pearl Continen-
tal Hotel, This pivotal event
aimed 10 bolster trade ties by
addressing challenges and
exploring new opportunities
The gathering brought to-
gether leading stakehol ders
from Indonesia and Pakistan,
including  representatives
from Indonesia's Ministry of
Trade, the Indonesian Palm
Oil Association, and the Ts-
lamabad Embassy, alongside
delegates from sectors such
as palm oil, paper, automo-
tive, and food. Discussions
centered on current trade dy-
namics and potential growth
areas, highlighting Indone-
sia's significant role as a
major supplier of essential
commodities o Pakistan,

particularly in palm oil.

Dr. June Kuncoro Hadin-
ingrat, Consul General of In-
donesia in Karachi, opened
the session by acknowledg-
ing esteemed guests such as
Mr.  Muhammad Zubair
Motiwala from TDAP, Mr
Arief Wibisono from Indone-
sia's Ministry of Trade, and
Mr. Mohammad Younus
Dagha, Chairman of PRAC
He underscored the robust
growth i bilateral trade,
which surged from USD
2.581 hillion in 2020 10 USD
4.511 billion in 2022, despite
global challenges like the
COVID-19 pandemic. Dr.
Hadiningrat also highlighted
the increasing popularity of
Indonesian consumer prod-
ucts in Pakistan, signaling a
strengthening economic part-
nership

Mr. Zubair Motiwala
emphasized the need for en-
hanced regulatory frame-
works and logistical support
to facilitate smoother trade
operations between the two
nations, stressing the impor-

tance of market dynamics
and consumer preferences
in revitalizing trade rela-
tions.

The President of KCCI
emphasized collaborative
efforts and mutual under-
standing as pivotal 10 over-
coming current frade chal-
lenges, affirming that joint
initiatives can unlock new
opportunities and bolster
economic prosperity for
hoth countries

Detailed trade trend
analyses were presented by
Dr. Usmama, with Mr
Ahmad Syofian, PhD, mod-
erating a focused group dis-
cussion 10 address trade
barriers and propose action-
able solutions. The session
concluded with a commit-
ment from all stakehol ders
to sustain dialogue and im-
plement discussed recom-
mendations, marking a sig-
nificant  step  towards
fostering stronger business ties
and enhancing trade perform-
ance berween Indonesia and
Pakistan. —RT

Protest Resolved As Police Agree
To Judicial Probe Into Woman's
Death From Karachi Police Firing

KARACHI: The hours-long
sit-in at Karachi's National
Highway to protest the death
of a woman allegedly by po-

lice's firing in Steel Town last
week was called off on Sun-
day after the latest episode of
talks with the law enforcers

Area locals and the vie-
tim's family staged a sit-in ar
the National Highway
where a woman was shot
dead in what police said was
"collateral damage" during a
purported encounter with
criminals - causing massive
disruption of traffic on one of
the major thoroughfare that
connects the metropolis with
rest of the country for almost
24 hours

A woman was reportedly
killed in an exchange of fire
between police and armed
suspects on  Gulshan-e-
Hadeed Link Road in Steel
Town on July 4.

The bereaved family had
been seeking the registration
of a first information report
(FIR) against the Steel Town

Police Station's station house
officer (SHO) for leading the
encounter that left the
woman dead

However, police claimed
that the said SHO was not
engaged in the cross-firing
as he was present at the po-
lice station at the time of the
encounter. They said that the
police party was chasing the
criminals when the woman
was caught in the line of
fire.

The police said that they
had registered a case against
four cops who were part of
the encounter but the family

did not accept these terms
They claimed that they had
the call detail record (CDR)
and CCTV footage as evi-
dence in SHO's defence
Meanwhile, the victim's
brother stressed that SHO
should be booked as the po-
lice party couldn't engage in
an encounter with criminals
without the former's con-
sent. However, the fam
ended the protest followi
talks led by East Deputy In-
spector General (DIG) Ghu-
lam Azfar Mahesar, saying
that they "left the matter to
Allah".—RT/Agency
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New Poll Shows Biden Leading Trump In Key
Battleground States Ahead Of 2024 Election

WASHINGTON: President
loe Biden is ahead of for-
mer president Donald
Trump in two key battle-
grounds — Michigan and
Wisconsin — however, he
faces challenges in swing
states and trails behind his
nemesis in Pennsylvania, a
new poll showed, mostly
due to his debate debacle.

On the night of June 27,
Biden and Trump locked
homns in the first presiden-
tial debate of the 2024 elec-
tion cycle, which left Amer-
ica shell-shocked.

Political analysts attrib-
uted the surprise not to the
latter's falsehoods and per-
sonal attacks but to the for-
mer’s complete failure to
grasp the situation.

Biden's doddering per-
formance against the main
Republican candidate in the
debate could potentially end
his campaign just four
maonths before the election

Desperately, the incum-
bent US president is now
urging voters to consider

ear record of
achievements in office
rather than dwelling on his
90-minute debate debacle.

In Michigan, Biden has
48% of the vote compared
to Trump's 43%, while in
Wisconsin, the 81-year-old
is leading with 47% of the
vote compared to Trump’s
44%,

Mevertheless, the Demo-
crat is behind Trump in
Pennsylvania, a state where
Biden grew up and ex-
pected a lot of support. The
Republican is leading with

51% of the v ote there, while
Biden has 44%._

Additionally, he’s trail-
ing in other swing states as
well, like Arizona, Georgia,
Nevada, and North C
olina, but the difference is
small and within the poll's
margin of error.
As per the poll con-
ducted by Bloomberg Mews
between July 1 and July 5,
there are 4,902 voters in the
seven swing states, with a
one percentage point mar-
@in of error.

This poll comes follow-

ing Biden's poor perform-
ance in the presidential de-
bate, which raised concerns
about his age and his capa-
bility of serving as presi-
dent for another term.
Around half of the peo-
ple surveyed said Trump
won the debate, with only
13% believing Biden had
Some Democrats are re-
portedly considering urging
Biden to withdraw from the
race. The president, how-
ever, has stated publicly
that he remains committed
to running for re-election.
Speaking to ABC on Fri-
day, Biden called his debale
perfermance a  "ba
episede” and further added
that there were no serious
concerns about his health.
He also mentioned that
“most of the Democratic
Party still supports him."
To the dismay of the en-
tire America, the com-
mander-in-chief wobbled
onto the debate stage, mur-
muring, muttering, and fre-
guently fading out as ifin a

S

trance — during the first
presidential debate.

Between speaking, he
stood quietly hunched over,
with his mouth occasionally
wide open and his eyes
switching between confu-
sion and clarity.

Even after 90 minutes,
he seemed to have the same
demeancur as when he en-
tered, as his wife gently es-
corted him offstage, holding
his hand.

However, in households
across the country, this
worst showing on the part
of President Biden, trig-
gered off some serious exis-
tential questions.

The octogenarian inad-
vertently became the poster
child for many families'
ageing and sometimes in-
firm relatives — showing
how inherently fragile the
human life is

For many Americans, it
was a heartbreaking por-
trayal of a man deep in the
twilight of his otherwise
eventful life —RT/Agency

Mohsin Naqvi Orders
Crackdown Against
Drug Mafia

ISLAMABAD:  Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi has
directed to launch a compre-
hensive crackdown against
drug mafia to protect the fu-
ture generations from the
scourge of drugs and sought

a comprehensive plan in this

regard.

Chairing a meeting at the
Anti-Narcotics Force Head-
quarters in  Rawalpindi
today, he also sought a plan
to stop online sales of drugs.

Mohsin Naqvi said the
scourge of drugs, especially
ice, has destroyed many
families and in order to limit
this increasing trend of
drugs, immediate and multi-
faceted measures  are
needed. He reiterated that
we must all work together
with full zeal and determina-
tion to fight against this
menace for the sake of our
children

The meeting also decided
to ensure a robust action
against the sale and purchase

of drugs, especially ice.
the educational institutions,
hostels and universities. In
this regard, consultations
will be held with provinces
and they will be taken into
confidence.

A joint meeting of fed-
eral and provincial depart-
ments will be held by the
end of this month in which
all Provincial Ministers for
Excise and Inspectors Gen-
eral of police will be invited

The Minister was also

briefed about the ANF's per-
formance, functions, and op-
erations. He appreciated the
performance of ANF against
drug traffickers across the
country, despite limited re-
sources. The Interior Min-
ister laid floral wreath at
the Martyrs” Memorial,
offered Fateha, and paid
tribute to the great sacri-
fices of the martyrs. Later,
he planted a sapling in the
lawn of the ANF Head-
quarters.—RT/Agency

UN Reports Lack Of Safe
Havens For Palestinian
Families In Gaza Clty

UNITED NATIOT\ The UN
agency  for
refugees (UNRWA)
families in the Gaza Strip are
facing dire circumstance:

with nowhere safe 10 seek [

refuge

“Palestinian families in
the #GazaStrp have nowhere
safe 10 go,” said UNRWA on
X

The agency also quoted
its spokeswoman in Gaza,
Louise Wateridge, in an in-
terview with The New York
Times, saying: “It’s an end-
less cyele of death and dis-
placement.”

“People express here that
they are losing hope, they are
losing the willpower, faced
with another forced displace-
ment and absolutely no cer-
tainty of safety,” Wateridge
said

“In terms of peaple’s abil-
ity to move, it's been eight
moriths of war, people are ex-
remely farigued, they're ex-
hausted, they're malnour-
ished"

She said “people are a lot

weaker, there are more in-
Juries, there’s been less med-
icine available, less fresh
fruit, less water™

Israeli army spokesman
Avichay Adrage on Monday
called for the evacuation of
Palestinians from areas east
of Khan Younis, forcing them
to flee towards al-Mawasi
area in Rafah

Tsrael has continued bru-
tal offensive on Gaza since
an Oct. 7, 2023 anack by the
Palestinian group Hamas.

More than 38,000 Pales-
tinians in Gaza have since

been killed, mostly women |8

and children, and vast tracts
of the territory lie in ruins
amid a erippling blockade of
food, clean water and medi-
cing

Israel also stands accused
of genocide at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice,
whose latest ruling ordered it
1o immediately halt its mili-
tary operation in the south-
e city of Rafah, where over
a million Palestinians had
sought refuge from the war
before it was invaded on
May 6.—RT/Agency

Multiple Victims, Including
Women, InJured in Ac1d Attack

PESHAWAR: Two unidenti-

fied men threw acid on
woman mmavelling along with
five others in rickshaw in Pe-
shawar, media reported on
Sunday

The incident - a CCTV
footage of which is available
with media — ook place on
Peshawar's Abdara Road,
where a woman along with
five others was travelling in
rickshaw:

The CCTV footage
showed two motorcycle rid-
ers chasing a rickshaw and
throwing acid on the passen-
gers, injuring them The at-
tackers were wearing masks
and fled the scene after the
attack

Despite having CCTV
footage, the police have
failed to arrest the culprits

A first information repart
(FIR) has been registered
against the attackers, accord-
ing to which four people, in-
cluding a 28-year-old woman
and a 15-year-old girl, were

injured in the acid atick.
The victim woman al-
leged that her former hus-
band had been threatening
to kill her and was behind
the acid attack. The police
are investigating the inci-
dent and searching for the
culprits —RT/Agency

-Can you believe this?

Landlord Breaks Donkey's
Spine, _Chops Off Ear
7§

WAZIRABAD: Another
disturbing incident was re-
ported from Wazirabad,
Punjab, where a cruel
landlord brutally tortured
and cut off the ear of a
donkey as punishment for
scavenging in his field,
media reported on Sunday:

The police officials
stated that a case had been
registered against the land-
lord, named Owais Gujjar,
for breaking the spine of
the donkey after brutally
torturing him.

The local police took
action after the video of
the injured donkey went
viral.

In the video shared on
social media. the landlord
can be seen torturing a
donkey.

Similar to this, a don-
key, who was subjected to

severe torture in Hyder-
abad, died in Karachi's
Shelter home

The donkey’s two legs
were broken due to severe
torture and was rushed to
Karachi for treatment

The news of the don-
key’s death was shared by
the NGO on social media.
1t is to be noted that the

donkey was tortured by its
owner in a fit of anger that
broke his two legs. As per
the details, another animal
was brutalized in Hyder-
abad, the second largest
city of Sindh, where the
owner cut off the leg of an-
other donkey over a dis-
pute with the other donkey
cart driver —RT/Agency

Mohsin Naqvi
Addresses
Over-Billing Issue
In Electrlcnty Bllls

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Interior Mohsin
Naqvi on Sunday took strict
notice of the increasing com-
plaints of overbilling of pro-
tected consumers and or-
dered |egal action against the
officers and staff involved in
it

The Minister issued di-
rections to all Directors of
FIA to immediately redress
the injustice being faced by
consumers using up o 200
units.

He has strictly prohibited
the inclusion of protected
consumers in the non-pro-
tected category, terming it a
criminal act that will not be
tolerated
Mohsin Nagvi ordered

FIA to review the entire situ-
ation and take action againsi
those responsible without
any discrimination, in light
of the facts

He reiterated that adding
protected consumers in the
list of non-protected con-
sumers is unacceptable under
any circumstances He further
said that the overbilling has
put an additional burden of
millions of rupees on con-
sumers, and protected con-
sumers who are already fac-
ing difficulties have been
further affected He empha-
sized thar the overbilling
complaints and injustices
faced by protected con-
sumers must be addressed
immediately —RT/Agency

Speaker And
Deputy Speaker
Felicitate Muslim

Ummah

On New

Islamic Year

| S |
ISLAMABAD: Speaker Na-
tional Assembly Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq and Deputy
Speaker, Syed Ghulam
Mustafa Shah on Sunday
extended their warm felic
tations  to the Muslim
Ummah on the advent of the
new lslamic year Hijri

together in solidarity and
work towards peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity.

He reiterated Pakistan's
unwavering support for the
legitimate struggle of the
Palestinian people for their
right to self-determination
and vrged the international

h » Lummunity to play its role

fording an opportun

Juvenate faith, resolve and
recommit to noble values of
peace, justice and compas-
sion. He expressed the hope
that this occasion would in-
spire people to rededicate
themselves to the service of
humanity and the pursuit of
excellence. The Speaker said
that the Muslim Ummah
was facing numerous chal-
lenges, including contlicts,
terrorism and economic in-
equality, which required
united efforts to address. He
emphasized the need for

Muslim countries to stand

in resolving the conflict.
The Speaker prayed that
the new Islamic year may
bring peace, prosperity and
harmony to the country and
the world at large, and urged
the people to work together
for the progress and devel-
opment of the country.
Deputy Speaker Syed
Ghulam Mustafa said that
the new Islamic year heralds
new hopes and opportuni-
ties. He urged the people
to harness this momen-
tum to propel themselves
towards a brighter future,
built on hard work, dedi-
cation, and service to hu-

manity —RT/Agency

Gilani Congratulates Newly
Elected Iranian President

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Senate Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani on Sunday extended
his felicitations to Masoud
Pezeshkian, the newly
elected president of Iran.
In a message, the
Chairman expressed the
hope that the historic ties
between Pakistan and Iran
would further strengthen
under the new leadership,
emphasizing the impor-
tance of continued collab-
oration between the two
nations in promoting re-
gional stability and pros-
perity. He noted that both

countries enjoy strong
lateral ties anchored in his-
tory, culwre, and religion
Gilani expressed opti-
mism that the newly

elected president of Iran
will contribute further to
cementing the fraternal
ties between the two na-
tions —RT/Agency

UNHCR Chief Begins
Pakistan Visit, Meets Afghan
Refugees In Peshawar

PESHAWAR: UN refugee
agency chief Filippo Grandi
on Sunday met Afghan
refugees and asylum seekers
in Peshawar as he began a
three-day visit that will focus
on the problems of Afghan
refugees, a  UNHCR
spokesperson said

Spokesperson  Qaisar
Afridi  told  media that
Grandi, the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), met
delegations  of  Afghan
refugees who apprised him
ahout their problems in Pak-
istan

“The UNHCR chief as-
sured Afghan refugees that
he would discuss with Pak-
istani officials abour all is-
sues of the refugees.” the
spokesperson said

According to Afridi, the
Afghan delegation comprised
registered refugees and those
who arrived in Pakistan after
the Taliban takeover in Au-
gust 2021

The UNHCR chief also
met Minister for States and
Frontier Regions (SAFRON)
Amir Mugam in Peshawar in
Peshawar, the minister’s of-

fice in Islamabad said
SAFRON ministry also
deals with Afghan refugees
“Pakistan has been host-
ing Afghan refugees for 40
years despite serious eco-
nomic difficulties,” an offi-
cial statement quoted the
SAFRON minister as telling
Grandi This is the first visit
af the UNHCR chief 1o Pak-
istan after the country an-
nounced a repatriation plan
for “illegal foreigners” in Oc-
tober last year Taliban rulers
in Afghanistan had angrily
reacted to Pakistan's decision
to expel what Pakistan call il-
legal Afghans and called for
a halt to the operation
According to an estimate

nearly 500,000 Afghans, who
did not have legal docu-
ments, have been repatriated
o Afghanistan since Novem-
ber 1, 2023, Officials had
earlier stated that about 1.7
million illegal Afghans are
living in Pakistan

The refugee issue is be-
coming complicated across
the world Conflicts are
leading to refugee issues
and attention must be paid
to resolve conflicts,” Minis-
ter Mugam told the
UNHCR chief Grandi-led

UNHCR delegation praised
Pakistan for taking care of
Afghan refugees for a long

the statement further
—RT/Agency
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vener of FPCCI's Central Standing Commlﬂee for Medical & Health Sciences, organ-
ized a seminar on World Blood Donor Day. The Chief Guest was Provincial Minister

for Universiti

s and Boards, Government of
dees included Mr. Saguib Fayyaz Magoon, S

Sakhi, Vice President FPCCI, Mr. Adeel Siddigu.
Dr. Agha Umar Daraz, Prof. Dr. Bushra Moiz (AKUH), Dr. Lubna Hafeez Siddique,
Dr. Tasneem Kausar, Dr. Mudassir Thahim (NICVD), Salam Nini, Advocate Humera
Qazi, renowned anchor Hussain Thebo, Tasmia Billoo, Rashid Nawab, Noor Afshan,
Fubair Dada, Aslam Khaliq, Dr. Atif Anjum (NICH), Ateeq Rehman, Isman Ghani,
Aman Pir, and Samira Anwer—RT
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