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Muharram Moon Not
Sighted in Pakistan; Ashura
To Be Observed On July 17

QUETTA: The crescent
moon for Muharram has not
been sighted in Pakistan and
the first day of the month
will fall on Monday (July
8), Central Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee Chairman
Maulana Abdul Khabir

Azad announced on Satur- §

day.

Accordingly, Ashura —
the 10th day of Muharram
will fall on July 17

The announcement was
made after the Central Ruet-
e-Hilal Committee met in
Quetta to sight the crescent
of Muharramul Haram 1446
Hijri

Chairman of the moon-
sighting  body Maulana
Abdul Khabir presided over
the meeting to sight the
moon of the first month of
the Islamic calendar.

h\, mu,nrlp of zorml

Committee
will also simultancously be
held ar their respective
headguarters.

The Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Depariment (PMD)
had predicted unlikelyness
of Muharram moon sighting
today due to partly cloudy
or cloudy weather in most
parts of the country as the
moon-sighting body gets

-3

1SY.
The Met Office had said
that the new moon would be
bom on the crossing con-

Jjunction point at 0357 PST

on July 6 Muharram is re-
garded as one of the four sa-
cred Islamic months. Ashura
falls on its 10th day when
grandson of the Holy
Prophet Mohammad
{PBUH), Hazrat Imam Hus-
sain (RA) along with his
family members were mar-
tyred in the battle of Kar-
bala. Faithful hold proces-
sions and majalis across the
country in Muharram, while
religious scholars address
huge gatherings amid tight
security, with thousands of
law enforcers deploved 1o
ensure security. To curb the
spread of hate material on
the intemnet, the provincial

SRR .
governments have sought

the suspension of six social
media applications for about
a week during Muharram so
that security is not compro-
mised.

Moreover, Sindh govern-
ment has banned 143 ulema
and zakireen for 60 days as
part of security measures
during the month of Muhar-
ram, while Punjab govern-
ment has requisitioned the
services of the Pakistan
Army and Pakistan Rangers
while announcing a ban on
pillion riding across the
province,

However, the federal
government has not yet
taken any decision 10 sus-
pend intemet services during
Muharram, a spokesperson
for the Mimistry of Interior
Friday said —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: A group of
local and international oil and
gas exploration and produc-
tion (E&P) companies is
ready to pump 35 billion in
Pakistan's petroleum sector,
showing trust in the govemn-
ment’s investor-fiiendly poli-
cies and assurances for the
security of their capital. ac-
cording to state-run APP.

An announcement to this
effiect came to light in a meet-
ing held between a delega-
tion of the local and interna-
tional E&P firms with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Saturday as the pressure con-
tinues to mount on Islamabad
to shore up the country's
wobbly energy infrastructur

If it materialises, it will
net only help provide more
reliable energy supplies to
the country's growing popu-
lation but also cut reliance on
expensive oil imports.

“Exploring the oil and gas
reserves at the local level in
Pakistan is our top priority.”
PM Shehbaz said during the
meeting with the delegation
at Prime Minister House,
inviting the oil and gas ex-
plorers to also tap Pakistan's
offshore reserves,

Pakistan spends billions
of dollars every year on im-
porting oil and gas, the PM
lamented. “Production from
local reserves will save Pak-

istan’s valuable foreign ex-
change, and fuel and gas will
become affordable for the
common man.”

Facing a severe balance
of payments crisis, record in-
flation, and sharp currency
dudluallun Pakistan lacks
ent resources to oper-
ate its oil and gas plants,
leading to the import of most
of its energy needs

Consequently, planned
power cuts, known as load-
shedding, occuer every sum-
mer due to fuel shortages and
high demand. The duration of
these power cuts wvaries
across different areas of the
country, which has a popula-
tion of 241 million

The delegates informed
the Prime Minister that over
the next three years, around
240 exploratory wells would
be drilled for $5 billion to ex-
plore petroleum and gas in
Pakistan

The meeting was in-
formed that currently, Pak-
istan’s domestic production
stood at 70,998 barrels of oil
and 3,131 MMSCFD of gas
per day, which needs to be
drastically  increased to
achieve as much self-suffi-
ciency as possible.

Constituting a committee
that would coordinate with
the explorers, the PM di-
rected the autherities con-
cemed o provide solutions to
all the problems of the sector
on a priority basis. The new
body., comprising experts,
secretaries, and the relevant
authorities, would be chaired
by Deputy Prime Minister
Ishag Dar.

The committee, after con-
sultation with the stakehold-
ers, would formulate propos-
als 1o create an attractive
policy for the exploration and
development of petroleum
and gas reserves in Pakistan

State Bank of Pakistan
(SB) Govemor damil Ahmed
told the meeting that, onithe
prime minister’s special in=
structions, all the remittances
(profit of the business) had
been sent to the respective
countries of the uil and gas
production

The delegation ﬂuﬂ]{ed
the prime minister for mak-
ing the petroleum and gas ex-

| ploration and production sec-

tor part of the consultation
process, listening to (heir
problems, and finding serious
solutions to them.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy PM Ishaq Dar.
federal ministers Ahad Khan
Cheema, Muhammad Au-
rangzeb, Syed Mohsin Raza
MNagvi.  Engineer  Amir
Mugam, Ahsan Igbal, Sardar
Awais Khan Leghari. Deputy
Chairman Planning Commis-
sion Jehanzeb Khan, Coordi-
nator to PM Rana Ehsaan
Afzal. Chairman Federal
Board of Revenue Amjad
Zubair Tiwana, representa-
tives of domestic and intema-
tional companies, and rele-
wvant high officials

According to the Pakistan
Economic Survey 2023-24,
Pakistan’s petroleum import
bill decreased in the first mine
months (July-March) of the
fiscal vear 2023-24 not be-
cause of higher local produc-

Oil and Gas Exploration Firms.Commit
To $5 Billion InvestmentIn.Pakistan

tion but due teplawer con-
sumption.

They, Economic  Survey
states thatthe drop in con-
sUmption was by re-
duced economte activity and
highefgroduct prices. Total
petroleumpproduct imports
fell 1o 11.047 theusand met-
ni¢ tons, valued at $8.36 bil-
lion,

The main imported prod-
ucts are mMotorspidt (MS),
high-speed dicsel (HSD), and
orude ail. Compared to the
same period last fiscal year
(2022-23), the import bill for
MBS dropped from $3.704 bil-
lion to $3.156 billion, for
HSD from $1.646 billion to
$1.030 billion, and for crude
oil from $4.287 billion to
$4.051 billion.

Oil and gas exploration
companies showed mixed
results during this period.
Gas exploration declined
by 2%. while crude oil
production increased by
1.5%.Gas production de-
creased from 1,190 mil-
lion cubic feet in the
first nine months of the
previous fiscal vear to
1,166 million cubic feet
in the same period this
year.However, crude oil
pru(ll tion rose by
rom 25.5 million
banel-, to 25.7 million
barrels, —RT/Agency

Court Reserves Verdict On

Imran’s Interim Bail In
Three May 9 Cases

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism

court has reserved its deci-

sion on Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTT) founder Imran
Khan's interim bail requests

related to the May 9 inci- §

dents, including the Jinnah
House case and two other
cases.

During the hearing on
Saturday, Imran counsel,
Barrister Salman Safdar, ar-
gued that the PTI founder
was being targeted for politi-
cal reasons.

“In my entire career, 1
have mever seen so many
cases against a single indi-
vidual Those who were actu-
ally inciting against instiru-
tions ar the scene were not
arrested,” Safdar alleped

How could a case be filed
against him when he was in
custody at the rime of the
crime?" PTI chief's counsel
questioned

The government lawyer
countered, stating that ac-
cording to a special branch
report, the former premier
had instructed his followers
to attack civil and military in-
stallations if he were ar-
rested

"The directive to attack
military installations across
Pakistan resulted in the
events that transpired," the

prosecutor claimed

After hearing arguments
from both sides, the court re-
served its judgement on
Khan's interim bail requests

Earlier this week, on July
3, A disrrict and sessions
court in Islamabad acquimed
the founder of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTT), Imran
Khan, along with all other
defendants in a case regis-
tered at Islamabad’s Aabpara
police station

Tudicial Magistrate Yasir
Mahmood announced the re-
served werdict, clearing
Imran Khan, Shah Mzhmood
Qureshi, Sheikh Rasheed,
Shehryar  Afridi, Faisal
Javed, Raja Khurram Nawaz,
Ali Nawaz Awan, Asad

Qaiser, and others of all
charges

The acquirtal came after
the defence, represented by
Advocate Sardar Masroof
and Ansar Kiani, presented
their arguments on behalf of
accused Imran Khan, Sheikh
Rasheed, and others

On July 1, at least 140
workers of PTI were acquit-
ted in a case related to hold-
ing a rally before the general
elections. The court found
that the accused were neither
arrested at the scene nor was
any incriminating material
recavered from them. Fur-
thermore, there were no
complaints from local resi-
dents regarding road block-
ades —RT/Agency

Imran Appeals for Improved
Jail Conditions In Letter To
President Zardari And Shehbaz

LAHORE: Imran Khan
the incarcerated founding
leader of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
urged President Asif
Zardari and Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to ensure
proper jail facilities through a
letter penned by his counsel,
Azhar Siddigue.

On Saturday, Siddiqui,
who is the head of the Judi-
cial Activism Panel said
through the letter that the PTI
chief was not being provided
with the facilities mandated
by law and was being denied
visite from people.

"Why ig there an obstruc-
tion in Imran Khan's meet-
ings? the letter questions,
emphasising the need for
Khan to be given basic
amenities in prison

Imran’s counsel said that
if these conditions were not
met, the ex-PM would take
the matter to the higher
courts. During a court ap-
pearance on Friday, Imran
expressed his lack of confi-
dence i Chiefl Justice of

Pakistan (CIP) Qazi Faez
Isa. Khan announced his in-
tention to go on & hunger

strike, stating, "1 will an-
nounce the final date for
the hunger strike after con-
sulting with my
lawyers,"—RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD:  Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister, Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar on Saturday
chaired the meering of a
Commirree constituted by the
Prime Minister

The meeting deliberated
and discussed the proposed
agenda irems and firmed up
the agenda for the upcoming
52nd meeting of the Council
of Common Interests, ac-
cording to a Foreign Office
press release

The meeting was attended
by Minister for Finance
Muhammad  Aurangzeb,

Dar Chairs
Meeting To Discuss
Agenda Items For

52nd CCI Meeting

Minister for Economic Af-

fairs Ahad Khan Cheema,
Minister for Law and Justice
Azam Nazeer Tarar, and Ad-
visor to the Prime Minister
on Political & Public Affairs
Rana Sana Ullah Khan
Federal Secretaries of
Power, Planning, Devel-
opment and Special Initia-
tives, Finance, Water Re-
SOUTCes, Petroleum,
Human Rights, Religious
Affairs & Interfaith Har-
mony, and Overseas Pak-
istanis & HRD Divisions
were also present in the
meeting —RT/Agency

Austerity

Shehbaz Decides To
Eliminate Key
Ministries As Part Of

Measures

ISLAMABAD: Prime

ter Shehbaz Sharif spee

up the auvsterity plan amid
strict economic conditions
and decided to abolish some
ministries.

According to the sources,
prime minister asked for a
plan to eliminate five min-
istries. The Reforms Cell es-
tablished by the PM started

working on the right sizing.

It also sought recommenda-

\ 2

tions from federal ministries
in a week Sources further
said that Information Tech-
nology is the top among
them. Others include Kash-
mir Affairs, the Ministry of
Saffron, the Ministry of In-
dustries and Production and
the Ministry of Health Ser-
vices Sources said that five
federal ministries  have
started working to answer the
questions —RT/Agency

Operation Azm-e-Istehkam:
Nawaz Urges Full Support
For Armed Forces

ISLAMABAD: After the an-
nouncement of a new anti-
terrorism drive — Operation
Azm-e-lsiehkam  (Resolve
for Stability), Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
President Nawaz Sharif on
Saturday called for extending
"unwavering support o
armed forces and security in-
stitutions 1o root out terror-
ism from the country”

"[The] issues which were
countered seven years ago
have now become a serious
again," Nawaz said in
with PML-N Par-
liamentary Leader in the Sen-
ate Irfan Siddiqui in Murree
today
Slamming the opposi-
tion's eriticism against Oper-
ation Azm-e-Istehkam, the
former prime minister said
that some elements behind
“instability” and "defama-
tion" of the country abroad
were not interested in [forti-
fying] democracy.

He demanded all stake-
holders to show firm support
to the security institutions to
eliminate the menace of ter-

2

rism
The PML-N's top leader
made the statement after
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif decided to organise an
all-parties conference (APC)

2
take all stakeholders into
confidence on the newly
launched anti-terrorism oper-
gorated and
national
counter-tereorism drive fol-
lowing a spike in terrorist at-
tacks.

The federal cabiner last
week approved the launching
of the counter-terrarism oper-
ation following the National
Action Plan's Central Apex
Committee's recommenda-
tions to turn up the heat on
militants targeting Pakistan
— which would be focused
on intelligence-based opera-
tions instead of large-scale

military action
Regarding the scope of
the new operation, Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif also
revealed in a recent interview
with the Voice of America
{VoA) that Pakistan could

target terrorist  hideouts
across  the border in
Afghanistan to target out-
lawed  Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and other
militant outfits for carrying
out attacks in the Pakistani
terfitory.

However, apposition par-
ties including the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf
Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam Fazi
(JUI-F), Awami National
Party (ANP), and others have
voiced concems over the mil-
itary operation, demanding
that parliament must be taken
into confidence before taking
any such decision

Incarcerated PTI founder
Emran Khan announced a day
ago that his party would par-
ticipate in the PML-N gov-
emment-sponsored APC and
“hear what the government
has to say” —RT/Agency

Pensions Place Significant Burden
On Government: Aurangzeb

KARACHI: Federal Minister
for Finance, Muhammad Au-
rangzeb, on Saturday termed
the pension for retired em-
plovees as a burden on the
govemment, media reported

Addressing industrialists
and businessmen at the Fed-
eration of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry
(FPCCI), Aurangzeb high-
lighted several critical eco-
nomic issues and measures.

He stressed that the fed-
eral cabinet’s decision not to
take salaries had not substan-
fially alleviated the treasury’s
burden.

He highlighted that the
substantial expenditure re-
duction would be achieved
through the closure of ineffi-
cient departments.

The Finance Minister also
mentioned plans to reduce
the policy rate this year, not-
ing that while making emo-

tional speech
tical ground-le
ents a challenge.

The minister outlined the
government’s goal to raise
the tax-to-GDP ratio to 13%
within the next two to three
years. He acknowledged the
objections raised by small
businessmen regarding new
taxes, stating that these taxes
were necessary as small busi-
nesses had previously not
been taxed.

Auvrangzeb assured that
tax authorities possess com-
prehensive data on non-filers
and instructed industrialists

to avoid entertaining any
Federal Board of Revenue
{FBR) personnel

Additionally, Aurangzeb
noted that the caretaker gov-
ernment has consistently sup-
ported various initiatives, de-
spite the industry’s struggles
due to difficult economic de-
cisions. He promised to con-
sider the recommendations
from businessmen regarding
the budget.

Addressing the Indepen-
dent Power Producers (TPPs)
issue, Aurangzeb criticized
the previous PTL govern-
ment’s insufficient efforts
and expressed a desire to re-
solve the matter. He also
pointed out that 60% of the
total tax revenue is allocated
to the provinces, with taxes
on farmhouses and large
houses being imposed in con-
sultation with provingial gov-
emments. —RT/Agency
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LARKANA: Secretary Health Rehan Baloch is reviewing the health facilities being
provided by PPHI in Larkana.--RT

Sindh Being Subjected to
Injustice in Power Supply:
CM Murad

TAMSHORO: Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah has
voiced concerns over the per-
ceived  injustice in  the
province’s power supply, de-
spite Sindh contributing sig-
nificantly to the national grid.
Speaking to the media, Shah
highlighted that Sindh pro-
vides 3,000 megawaits of
cheaper electricity generated
in Thar, vet its residents suf-
fer from severe power short-
ages, especially in the
scorching heat.

"Sindh's people are suf-
fering most in this hot
weather, and we are making
every effort to provide re-
lief," the Chiel Minister
stated. He also mentioned
that Bilawal Bhutto has
raised this critical issue in the
National Assembly, seeking
regdress.

Addressing other matters,
Shah dismissed the possibil-
ity of further changes in the
Sindh cabinet. He also
praised the Sindh Police for
their major success in recov-

—

ering abducted trader Naresh
Kumar, attributing the suc-
oess 1o the implementation of
smart city systems. "The re-
covery of Naresh Kumar is a
success of the smart city sys-
tem,” he noted, announcing
plans 1o install these systems
in all divisional headguarters,
including Karachi and Hy-
derabad Commenting on po-
litical developments, Shah
criticized the past approach
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Tnsaf (PTT), stating that their
politics of issuing threats had
caused damage to the party.
"Those who believe in

e——

he said. He welcomed the
Prime Minister's invitation to
PTI to attend the All Parties
Conference (APC), calling it
a positive step owards unity
“We all are victims of terror-
ism, andl we must join hands
1o eliminate it," he added,
Murad Ali Shah's remarks
underscore the ongaoing chal-
lenges faced by Sindh in
terms of power supply and
overnance, while also high-
lighting efforts to improve
security and political cooper-
ation in the province —RT

SAFCO Microfinance Company
Achieves Milestone with
Sharia-Compliant Financing for
100 Customers

HYDERABAD: SAFCOMi-
crofinance Company has
reached a significant mile-
stone by disbursing Sharia-
compliant financing to 100
CUSIOMETS through
"YAQEEN ISLAMIC Fl-
NANCING" a specialized
window of SMCL dedicared
to extending financial serv-
ices in accordance with
Sharizh principles. This mile-
stone reflects SAFCO's com-
mitment to ethical finance
and marks a pivoral moment
in Pakistan's financial land-
scape The achievement was
celebrated at a ceremony
held at the SAFCO Head Of-
fice, where certificates of ap-
preciation were awarded to
the dedicated staff involved.
Key contributors included
the Shariah Compliance De-
partment, operational heads,
branch teams, and depart-
mental leaders instrumental
in the success of this initia-
tive Founder and Leader of
SAFCO, Suleman G Abro,
highlighted the company's pi-
oneering role in providing
Sharia-compliant microfi-
nance, underscoring its dif-
ferentiation in the financial
sector. "SAFCO is honored
to lead the way in small-
scale, Sharia-compliant fi-

=

nancing, aligning with our
commitment to transition the
financial sector to Islamic
principles by 2028 Mr.
Abro stated Mr. Syed Sajjad
Ali Shah, Managing Director
of SMCL, emphasized the
dedication and hard work of
the team in achieving this
milestone. "This accomplish-
ment underscores our dedica-
tion to ethical finance and
our mission to positively im-
pact our clients’ lives through
Sharia-compliant services,"
he remarked Head of the
Sharia Compliance Depart-
ment, Mufti Arsalan Mag-
bool, emphasized the rigor-
ous adherence to Islamic
principles in developing fi-
nancial products. "Ensuring
our offerings align with
Shariah guidelines is crucial

for building trust and in-
tegrity with our clients," Mr.
Maghoo! affirmed

Looking ahead, Bashir
Ahmed, Head of Business
Operations, reiterated
SAFCO's commitment to
maintaining high standards of
service and  efficiency.
"Reaching 100 Sharia-com-
pliant loan clients is a testa-
ment to our operational excel-
lence. We are poised to
expand our reach and con-

finue supporting our clients' | |

financial needs" he con-
cluded The ceremony, at-
tended by heads of all
SAFCO departments, reaf-
firmed the company's dedica-
tion to ethical financial solu-
tions and its goal to expand
Sharia-compliant financing
services across Pakistan —RT

HYDERABAD: Residents of Manjhand are holding a protest demonstration against

arobbery i

ident and their area police, at the Hyderabad press club.-RT

PPP Sanghar

observes Black Day

By Khadim Khaskheli

SANGHAR: PPP Sanghar
observed the black day in
Sanghar by observing a pro-
gram at the District Council
Hall on Saturday. General
Secretary of PPP Sanghar Ja-
hangir Junejo, President of
District Council Sanghar
Syed Riaz Hussain Shah
Khurasani, MNA Alaudin
Junejo, Vice of District
Council Sanghar Jam Za-
heeruddin, Mashoog Chan-
dio, President of PPP Shah-
dadpur Zulfigar Ali Zardari,
President of SPSF Sanghar
Khadim Hussain Khaskheli,
Raja Aftab Laghari, Sajid
Jaffari, Rana Rashid, Rana

d Anwar Rajput,
Ibrahim Chang, Ali Murad
Dazkai.  Ghulam  Nal

Zardar, Raja Khair Muham-
mad Laghari, Mir Muham-
mad Wassan, Sheela Noshad
Baloch, Mamochan Das,
Khushhal Das, Mir [brahim
Marri and others attended the
black day observance. Ad-
dressing in the occasion, the
speakers termed the 5th July
as a black day when the
elected government of Sha-
heed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was
toppled by dictator General
Zia-ul-Haq. The leaders paid
tribute to Shaheed Zulfikar

Ali Bhutto and vowed to
ntinue his mission of serv-
ing the people of the country.

Mazari community
notable passes
away

By Nooral Khamisani

MATLI: A poet .writer and
notable of Mazari commu-
nity Raees Sadig khan
Mazari passed away at 75
years after suffering from
cancer in village Raees
Gohram Khan Mazari near
Phalkara, A large number of
people including poet, writ-
ers, journalists others be-
longing 1o different walks
of life attended the funeral
prayers. The body of the
deceased was laidntinrest-
bat his family’s ancestral

graveyard.

Sunday, July 07, 2024

o
HYDERABAD: Women residents of Qasimabad are holding a press conference at the
Hyderabad Press Club for the acceptance of their demands.-RT

CM Murad condoles
with MNA Rafique

Ahme_d J

By Javed Laghari

DADU: Sindh CM Syed
Murad Ali Shah offered con-

dolence with the District |

President of PPP Dadu,
MNA Rafigue Ahmed Jamali
over the sad demise of his
brother Zakaria Jamali. He
offered Fatcha for the eternal
peace of the departed soul.
While talking to the media,
CM Syed Murad Ali Shah
said that the sovereignty of
the motherland is dear to all
and in this regard we all need
to be united. He added that
the terrorism has affected the
country and in this regard the
armed forces have rendered
many services, He added that
the orders from grade one to

LS -  —

five were distributed after
getting the courts into confi-
dence and presently a poli
cal party is misguiding the
court. He further said that the
flood  affi
Dadu are being provided re-
lief and financial assi
and Sindh government is
commitied to protect the pro-

journalists incls
people of

amali

T W 7
tect people from any natural
disaster and in this regard
arrangements  have been
made. On the occasion, local
wing Sajjad
Ali Solangi, Ali Gul Channa,
Mukhtiar Soomro, Sarwar

¢ Jalal Solangi. Nadeem Sha-

hani, Aziz Khaskheli and
others were also present

International Day of
MSMEs celebrated under

EU funde

Builder and Social
Activist Anwar Jamal
Launches Massive
Campaign

Plantation

By Sajan Jani

SHAHDADPUR: Renowned
builder and social activist
Anwar Jamal, along with
Vinod Kumar, has initiated
an ambitious plantation cam-
paign at the Jamal Paradise
Grand City, aiming to plant
104,004 tree saplings within
a week. This significant envi-
ronmental initiative saw ac-
tive participation from civil
society leaders, traders, gov-
emment officials, and reli-
gious leaders who gathered
to support and contribute to
the cause.

Among the prominent
figures who took part in the
plantation campaign were
Mansoor Attari, Akbar Attari,
Mushtag Qureshi, Abdul Sat-
tar Chandrigar, MNiaz Jani
Detho, M. Anwar Abbasi,
Tehseen Qureshi, and others.
The event underscored the
collective commitment of
VAMOUS community segments
towards environmental sus-
tainahbility and urban green-
@

Ty

During the campaign
launch, Anwar Jamal Rajput
and his team honored the

guests by presenting them
with traditional Ajrak gifts
symhalizing the rich cultural
heritage of the region and the
unity in their environmental
efforts. The gesture high-
lighted the campaign's blend
of cultural pride and environ-
mental consciousness.

Anwar Jamal expressed
his gratitude to all partici-
pants and emphasized the
importance of s fiatives
in combating climate change,
reducing pollution, and creat-
ing a healthier environment
for future generations. He en-
couraged ongoing commu-
nity involvement in similar
projects to ensure a lasting
impact. The plantation drive
at Jamal Paradise Grand City
marks a significant step to-
wards enhancing the green
cover in Shahdadpur, setting
an example for other com-
munities to follow. With
100,000 saplings set to be
planted, the campaign not
only aims to beautify the area
but also to foster a sense of
responsibility and collective
action among residents to-
wards environmental preser-
vahon

By Ayaz Buriro

KN SHAH: The Intemational |

Day of MSMEs was cele-
brated under the EU funded
GRASP Project which is
being implemented by Tnter-
national Trade Centre in part-
nership with FAQ, SMEDA
and Pakistan Poverty Allevi-
ation Fund (PPAF). GRASP
is operating in 22 districts
across Sindh and Balochistan
provinces o strengthen
MSMEs in Horticulture and
Livestock value chains.

Gioth Seengar Foundarion
is PPAF's parner in districts;
Khairpur Mir's, Shaheed Be-
nazirabad and Sanghar. So
far, Goth Seengar Foundation
(GSF) under GRASP-Project
has awarded marching grams
of more than 102 2 Million to
63 MSMEs in aforemen-
rioned districts, built success-
ful linkages of 35 SMEs with
Micro-finance and Financial
Institutions that wanslated in
loans of almost 70,143, 701
The MSME's were also pro-
vided opportunity to partici-
pate in exposure visits and
put their stalls to promote
their businesses. GSF with
the patronage of PPAF of
Pakistan disbursed 03 Cycles
of matching grants and
achieve the intended target of
disbursing amount among 63
MSMEs, out of which 40%
are women as 39 men and 24
women MSMEs

On  this occasion Dr
Nafisa Shah Jilani Member
National Assembly MNA
Khairpur Mir's, was invited
as chief guest of the event
Dr. Nafisa Shah addressed
the people and appreciated
the Goth Seengar Founda-

tion's (GSF) effonts for sup-
porting women and men
MSME's She also high-
lighted the need of support
required by the MSMES es-
pecially women who lost
their livestoek, agriculture,
and other livelihood sources

2022, She acknowledged the
role of MSMEs and ap-
plauded the partner organiza-
tions and expressed her de-
light and confidence in
GRASP-ITC-PPAF and GSF
to further strengthen the
MSMEs and promote sus-
tainable trade in the area for
their economic empower-
ment

Dr. Nafisa Shah also pre-
sented the cheques of 0.5
million PKR and 2.5 million
PKR among the women and
men MSMEs during the
event. She also appreciated
the PPAF Pakistan, EU-ITC-
FAOQ for this initiative and
she shared that there is strict
need of such initiatives in the
agriculture rich  District
Khairpur and focus should be
given to the Women MSMEs
as they if they empower the
entire family will be empow-
ered Apart from this, the best

d GRASP Project

during the great floods of

performance awards were
also distributed among the
MSMEs and interestingly the
maximum of them were the
women MSMEs who making
the progress in generating in-
come after seeking these
marching  grams  under
GRASP-Project
At the event, GSF Chief
Executive Nazir Ahmed
Ujjan and Chairmen Wali
Muhammad were also pres-
entin the event. and they also
share their views about
MSMEs performance. Nazir
Ahmed Ujjan CE GSF also
thanked Dr Nafisa Shah Ji-
lani for her cooperation and
support during working in
District Khairpur Mir's be-
cause she always appreciated
social interventions and sup-
port local organizations oper-
ating in the District
Chairmen GSF Wali
Muhammad concluded
with the note of thanks for
the all participants espe-
the honorable

cially
guests, representatives of
local organizations, bank-
ing sector Tepresentatives
and the MSMEs who took
huge time and participated
in the event.

Political and social organizations
protest against prolonged load
shedding in Kandiaro

By Usama Ayaz

KANDIARO: Leaders and
activists from various politi-
cal and social organizations
staged a protest demonstra-
fion in Kandiaro against pro-
longed, unannounced load
shedding and the non-re-
placement of faulty trans-
formers. The protest was
spearheaded by JISQM leader
Sohrab Khoso, SAS leader
Sarmad Syed, SSF's Aziz
Sindhyar, Sheeraz Agro,
Abdul Jabbar Mangrio, and
others.

from daily power outages
lasting up to 20 hours. They
condemned the autho
for what they describe
unfair treatment towards the
people of Sindh, arguing that
such extensive load shedding
is unjustifiable given the
provinee’s contribution to the
national  grid. The leaders
voiced their frustration, stat-
ing that the prolonged power
cuts and lack of timely main-
tenance of transformers have
severely disrupted daily life,
affecting businesses, house-
holds, and essential services

&

Thep 3
that despite Sindh generating
thousands of megawatts of
electricity, its residents suffer

They d fed that the rele-
vant authorities take immedi-
ate action to rectify the situa-
tion and ensure a stable

power supply. The protesters
urged the authorities to en-

¢ hance their performance and

address the grievances of the
people, wamning that failure
to do so would result in an
escalation of their protest.
They emphasized that the
residents of Sindh deserve re-
liable electricity and fair
treatment, calling for their
rights to be respected and up-
held.

The demonstration in
Kandiaro reflects the grow-
ing discontent across the re-
wion, with community lead-
ers and citizens alike calling
for swift and effective meas-
ures to alleviate the ongoing
POWET Erisis.
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Nation To Join Imran Khan In Hunger
Strike: Gandapur

RAWALPINDI Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur sa
on Tuesday that the govern-
ment was sitting on the
crutches, adding that neither
did it comply with the law
nor did it obey courts. He
decried absence of rule of
law from the country.

He made these remarks

while interacting with the |8

reporters in the garrison
city.

"We respect the judici-
ary. Nothing came out of the
cases registered against
Imran Khan. We have al-
ways talked about institu-
tions instead of individuals.
Cases have also been regis-

tered against Nawaz Sharif
and Asif Ali Zardar. A legal
case is still registered
against Nawaz Sharif in
Cant Police Station," he
added

Speaking about the re-
cent nod of participation of
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
{PTI) in the All Parties Con-
ference (APC) by its found-
ing chairman Imran Khan,
the KP CM said that his
party was ready for dialogue
only if its stolen mandate
was returned.

Gandapur further said
that if former PM Khan
went on for hunger strike
then it would be followed
by the whole nation.

He also hit out at for-
mer KP CM Pervez Khat-
tak by saying that later
shouldn't give false testi-
mony as it would affect his
health —RT/Agency

Religious

VL AHORE: United States

mbassador to Pakistan
1 Donald Blome and US Con-
1 sul General Lahore Kristin K

awkins marked the 248th
1 anniversary of American in-
1 dependence during his visit
o Lahore, according to an
g official statement issued on

Sindh Government To
Launch Pakistan's First EV
And Pink EV Taxis: Sharjeel ;...

- also met representatives ufl clusion of a life devoted to

KARACHI: The Sindh gov-
emment on Saturday an-
nounced that it would soon
launch Pakistan's first EV
faxis in the province.

"Pakistan’s first EV taxis
and Pink EV taxis will be
started soon by Transport De-
partment  Government Of
Sindh." Sindh Minister for
Information, Excise, Nar-
cotics and Transport Sharjeel
Inam Memon said in a post
on X, formerly Twitter.

The announcement
comes as province's largest
city, Karachi, suffers from
high air pollution levels
due 1o an overwhelmingly
large number of gasoline-
engine vehicles in light of
an arguably insufficient
Mass-Iransit system (o meet
its needs

However, the minister
did not disclose any time-
line for EV vehicles'
launch in Sindh

The introduction of EV

taxis is likely to not only
address the air pollution
issue but might also pro-
vide an alternate and hope-
fully cheaper commute op-
tion to the masses owing to
the soaring fuel prices
which not only have re-
sulted in high fares being
charged by various online
ride-hailing apps but also
costs heavily to private ve-
hicle owners as well
Furthermore, the intro-
duction of electric vehicles

Saturday
The July 5 event which
1 osted a wide range of
§ Lovemment, business, and
ivil society representa-
highlighted key areas

US Envoy Highlights
Significance Of

In Pakistan

By MY Chandio

Freedom

I MIRPURKHAS: Residents
1 of Mirpurkhas from various
I backgrounds have fallen
I victim to a pervasive net-
g work of predatory loan
1 sharks operating in the city
1 and its outskirts. These loan
sharks have established a
formidable presence, target-
ing not only businessmen
and government employees
1 but also vulnerable groups
1 such as sanitary workers.

The predatory lenders
1 offer loans under exploita-
I tive terms, leveraging the
I borrower's  desperation.
1 They often seize ATM
1 cards, cheque books, prop-

and democratic institu-

erty decuments, and other
wvaluables as collateral, trap-
ping borrowers in cycles of
debt and exploitation

Local authorities have
been criticized for their
lackluster response to this
growing issue, which has
wreaked havoe on countless
households in Mirpurkhas.
The community has called
upon higher authorities to
launch a decisive operation
against these predatory
lenders, who profit from the
misfortune of others

The prevalence of preda-
tory lending has led to fi-
nancial ruin and psycholog-
ical distress among many
families in Mirpurkhas,

Action demanded against
Mirpurkhas’ predatory loan sharks

prompting urgent appeals
for intervention. Commu-
nity leaders and concerned
citizens stress the need for
swift action to dismantle the
illegal lending networks and
protect vulnerable individu-
als from further exploita-
tion. Efforts to combat this
menace are seen as crucial
to restoring financial sta-
bility and safeguarding the
economic well-being of
Mirpurkhas residents. The
plea to authorities under-
scores the community's de-
termination to eradicate
predatory lending practices
and restore trust in finan-
cial transactions within the
city.

tions, as well as in ex-
panding economic oppor-
tunities for Pakistanis
The envoy also com-
mended US business rep-
resentatives in attendance
for their work in creating ! By Irfan Khushk
high-quality jobs for thel o, |
citizens, fostering | TANDO JAM: The commu-
women's inclusion in the Pnity of Sindh Agricultural
workforce, introducing in- | University (SAU) moumns the
novative business prac- | passing of the mother of Pro-
tices, and supporting local § fessor Pir Ahmed Nagi Shah,
communities through their y who peacefully departed on

: corporate social responsi- g Saturday. The revered matri-

: of partnershi

he two countries.
This included a robust

bility efforts.
During his trip to La-

arch will be laid to rest at the
family's ancestral gravevard

ionship, innovati

I Pakistan "Gr

1 [Inhis remarks. Ambas-
p sador Blome said that the
S will remain a commit-
ed partner of the people
f Pakistan in strengthen-
ng fundamental freedoms

hore, Ambassador Blome Ranipur, marking the con-

Ahmadi community and | family and community.

visited the Cathedrall  Professor Pir Ahmed

] C_Thurth of the Resurrec-1 Magi Shah, deeply respected
- tion,

1 within SAU and bevond, re-
On the occasion, hel ceives condolences from col-
reaffirmed the principlel

leagues and students alike.
AU Vice-Chancellor, Pro-
fessor Dr Fateh Marri, ex-
pressed heartfelt sympathy
and support to Professor Pir
Ahmed Nagi Shah during
this time of profound loss.
The passing of Professor
Pir Ahmed Nagi Shah's
maother leaves a void in the
hearts of those who knew
her, remembered for her
warmth, wisdom, and endur-
ing contributions to family
and community life. Her
legacy of love and resilience
will continue to inspire all
who had the privilege of

Mother of SAU Professor Pir
Ahmed Naqi Shah passes away

knowing her.

As preparations are made
for her final joumey, the
community gathers in soli-
darity to honor her memory
and offer solace 1o the griev-
ing family. The occasion
Serves as a poignant reminder
of the preciousness of family
bonds and the resilience of
the human spirit in facing
moments of sorrow. The
SAU community extends its
deepest condolences to Pro-
fessor Pir Ahmed Nagi Shah
and his family, affirming sol-
idarity and support duering
this time of bereavement.

that every individuall
should have the freedomy
to live and waorshipy
peacefully, without feary
of viclence or harass-y
ment. —RT

also falls in line with thel

global trend and shift 1o
wards environment- 1
friendly vehicles as several I
countries around the world 1
strive to shift away fromj

TDAP Seminar Explores |
Export Potential Of

: By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR A
sense of relief swept through
I Tando Allahyar as the police
1 successfully located and res-
15-year-old Seema
I Khaskheli, daughter of

2

fossil fuels 1
Earlier this vear, |
Karachi received 30 hy
brid and 50 electric buse:
as part of the Peoples Bu: 1
Service fleet being run in
the city - pushing the
total number to 300 vehi-
cles. —RT 1

NEPRA Announces Relief Of
PKR 1.67 Per Unit under

April FCA Noti

——— ¥

KARACHL: The National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) has is-
sued its decision regarding
the Fuel Charges Adjustment
(FCA) requested by KE for
April 2024, indicating a ben-
efit of PKR 1.67 per kWh 1o
be passed on to customers in
their July 2024 bills.

Earlier, NEPRA had noti-
fied a decision thar specified
the FCA rate of PKR 1.7111
per kWh and PKR 1.3946 per
KWh, pertaining to July
2023 and September 2023 re-
spectively, 10 be applied o
customers' July 2024 bills

Fuel Charge Adjustments
are incurred by utilities due
to global variations in fuel
prices used to generate elec-
tricity and changes in genera-
tion mix These costs are
passed through to the con-

fication

Balochistan's Handicrafts

I Hyder Khaskheli, who had
I been abducted from the ju-
] ction of Pyare Lund Po-
1 lice Station a few days ago
The swift action by law en-
1 forcement led to the appre-
hension of the kidnapper,
identified as Rajib
Khaskheli, who had dis-
guised himself as an Amil
The incident had sent
D shockwaves through  the
1 community, prompting an

immediate response from
local awthorities and con-
cerned citizens alike. The
police, acting on crucial
leads, tracked down the loca-
tion where Seema was being
held captive, ensuring her
safe retum to her family

"The recovery of Seema
Khaskheli marks a signifi-
ANt VICIOTY in our ongoing
efforts to combat crime and
protect our citizens,” stated a
spokesperson for the Tando
Allahyar Police. "We remain
committed o upholding jus-
tice and ensuring the safety
of every individual in our
community.”

The arrest of Rajib
Khaskheli underscores the

Tando Allahyar police recover
abducted girl Seema Khaskheli

seriousness with which au-
thorities are addressing cases
of abduction and ensuring
perpetrators  are  swifily
brought to justice. The com-
munity has expressed grati-
tude for the diligent efforts
of the police in swiftly re-
solving this distressing inci-
dent. As Seema Khaskheli
reunites with her family, the
incident serves as a reminder
of the importance of vigi-
lance and prompt action in
safeguarding the well-being
of vulnerable individuals
The case against Rajib
Khaskheli continues to un-
fold as authorities pursue
further legal proceedings to
ensure justice prevails,

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORO: A sense of in-

L JUETTA: The Trade De-
opment Authority of
I pakistan (TDAP) recently
1 organized a seminar at Doch
1 Railway Cooperative Soci-
ty aimed ar unlocking the
pexport  potential
1 Balochistan's local handi-
j crafts. The event convened
rtisans, entrepreneurs, and

sumers following NEPRA's
scruriny and approval

Earlier 1o this, the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency
{FIA) Anti-Corruption Cir-
cle Lahore initiated an in-
quiry against Lahore Elec-
tric  Supply  Company
(LESCO)

The FIA spokesperson
stated that the power distri-

:mdumy experts 10 strate-
ize on promoting Balochi
andicrafts globally

The seminar featured

bution company - LESCO
allegedly overbilled million:
of protected customers by
sending the consumers more - two informative sessions
than 200 units of power & The first session highlighted
bills. Due to the alleged'the pivotal role of women
over-billing, the category of ¥ entrepreneurs in the handi-
the protected consume raft industry, showcasing
changed, resulting in an ad- | success stories and dis-
ditional burden of mil-lcussing empowerment
lions —RT/Agency I strategies. The second ses-

Tessori Announces Rs1
Million Grant for PILER

KARACHI Sindh Governar
Kamran Khan Tessori has
pledzed a Rsl million grant
for the Pakistan Institute of
Labor Education and Re-
search (PILER) and an-
nounced the launch of free IT
courses at the Governor
House for 200 children of
workers

In a statement issued
from the Governor's House
on Saturday, Governor Tes-
sori highlighted the impor-
tance of providing essential
training, safety equipment,
and educational opportuniti
for the children of workers.
He made this announcement
during the closing ceremony
of a conference focused on
wage issues in Pakistan's gar-
ment sector, emphasizing the
cnitical role of such forums in
addressing workers' rights

The conference drew par-
ticipation from government
officials, representatives of
fextile and garment sector as-
sociations, international buy-
ers, civil society organiza-
tions, and both domestic and
international trade unions

s in Pakistan

Governor  Tessori under-

ored the conference's ob-
jective to safeguard and en-
hance the rights of workers
urging  all
o contribute
ollective ef-

stakeholder
towards this
fort

Governor Tessori further
outlined initiatives under-
way at the Govemor House
to support the underprivi-
leged, including the opera-
tion of the "Bell of Hope"
round-the-clock to address
immediate needs. He high-
lighted ongoing efforts to
train young individuals in
advanced 1T courses at the
Govemor House, enabling
trainees to earn monthly in-

I sion focused on leveraging
g online markets to reach in-

mational buyers, offering
1 insights into digital market-
jing and e-commerce plat-
y forms

of b

experience with platforms _rrigue and curiosity swept
like Amazon and eBay, he | through the willage of
underscored the need for a ¥ Jhando Rajar as local resi-
robust digital presence and ¥ dents successfully captured
effective  social
strategies to artract global | expansive agricultural lands.
uyers I The creature, described as
“Mrs. Deadar Mengal, al unfamiliar and elusive, was
prominent businesswoman | apprehended alive after con-
in the handicraft sector, set | siderable efforts by the vil-
the stage with a welcoming y lagers
speech that framed the day's | Eyewimesses recounted
discussions. Mr. Noor Alip the event with a mix of ex-
Achakzai, Director fmml citement and caution, noting
I'DAP Quetta region, con-  the unusual appearance and
cluded the seminar reaffirm- - behavior of the caprured an-
ing TDAP's commitment to  imal "It was unlike anything
suﬂpﬂﬂﬁ'ng local Ilm._ndicraﬁsl “EI\I;E dseen _l?iafore.'l . r;-
and enhancing their export I marked one villager, high-
prospects. ¢ ! lighting the crealurge's uniﬁue
The seminar benefited | features that sparked specu-
participants by enhancing L
their understanding of export
opportunities and online mar-
keting strategies, particularly
EmpOWering Wwomen artisans.
TDAP strengthened its en-
gagement with the handicraft

media | a mysterious animal in the |}

comes ranging from $300 to
$400. Additionally, Gover-
nor Tessori mentioned the
distribution of ration bags
to those in need as part of

initiatives.
Responding to queries at
the conferenc VErnor
Tessori expressed confi-
dence in addressing prevail-
if granted suffi-
thority and
resources.
The grant to FILER and
the Launch of IT courses reflect
Govemnor Tesson's commit-
ment to empowering laborers'
families through education and
skill  development initia-
tives —RT/Agency

H address emphasizing the po-

Mr. Zain ul Abideen, a

N renowned expert in online

arning and digital market-
places, delivered a keynote

ential of Balochi handi-
crafts in foreign exchange
earnings. Drawing from his

KARACHLI: In a brazen day-
light robbery in the
Sharafabad area of Karachi,
armed suspects escaped after
robbing Rs 3 million from a
bakery employee in just 20
seconds, media reported on
Saturday.

The incident — which oc-
curred after the employee
was retuming from a bank in
Muhammad Ali Society —
was captured on CCTV
footage.

The footage of the inci-
dent revealed that the bakery
employee stopped the car
outside the bakery while an-
other employee can be seen
approaching the vehicle to

sector, fostering potential col-
laborations for future initia-
tives. Government efforts in-
cluded promoting
Balochistan's cultural her-
itage and boosting foreign
exchange through handi-
craft exports. —RT

e

Robbed Of Rs 30 Million

help with the cash in the
meantime the security guard
was helping the 1l

RAWALPINDI" The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Cybercrime Cell nabbed a
man from Rawalpindi over
his alleged involvement in
harassing women by sharing
their obscene videos, media
reported. The FLA spokesper-
son said that the Cybercrime
Circle took action and ar-

Ka rachi Bakery Employee :_leita-i tie accused involved

3 ¥
terious animal, villagers
promptly norified wildlife
officials to ensure proper
handling and identification
Authorities were urged to in-
wvestigate the nature and ori-
gin of the captured creature,

in onling harassment

The FIA spokesperson
maintained that the accused,
Shahzeb Ejaz, shared ob-

Villagers catch a mysterious
animal in Pithoro

emphasizing the imponance
of preserving local wildlife
and understanding biodiver-
sity in the region. "The dis-
covery of this mysterious

1| animal has piqued our inter-

est and raised questions
about its presence in our sur-
roundings,” stated a village
elder, underscoring the need
for experts 1o assess and
safeguard such findings. As
the investigation unfolds,
villagers remain vigilant,
eager 10 learn more about
the enigmatic crearure and
its significance within their
local ecosystem. The collab-
orative efforts between vil-
lagers and wildlife officials
exemplify a commitment to
environmental stewardship
and conservation in Pithoro
and beyond

Man Arrested For Harassing
Women With Obscene Pictures

According to the FIA,
the accused was invalved in
blackmailing the victims for
money. The FIA spokesper-

scene images and material of son said that two mobile

multiple women.

The accused had also
shared objectionable photos
of a girl on WhatsApp and
sent them to her family mem-
bers as well

phones and three WhatsApp
accounts were recovered
from the accused He added
that multiple fake Facebook
accounts  were  also
traced —RT/Agency

park the car. During this pe- |

' Makhdoom Syed Zamrad Hassan
1 Bukhari Advocates For Promoting The
1 Message Of Hazrat Imam Hussain (AS)

riod, the robbers — allegedly
following the victim from the
bank — snatched the bag full
of cash from the hands of the
other employee and at-
tempted to flee from the
scene. The security guard
tried to stop the robbery bid
but was met with gunfire.
Fortunately, the bullets did
not hit the guard, while his
weapon also fell during the

1 By M Siddigue

"BAHAWALPUR:
1 Makhdoom Syed Zamrad
Hassan Bukhari attended the
MNoga Khawani at the resi-

scutfle. The robbers seized | dence of Makhdoom Syed
the guard’s weapon and | Mukhtiar Hussain Bukhari to
made their escape towards | pay tnbute to the Martyrs of
Jail Road —RT/Agency 1 Karbala, While talking 1o the

media, Makhdoom Zamrad
Hassan Bukhari said that
there is a need of promoting
peace and unity amongst the
Muslim ummah by tollowing
in the message of Hazrat
Imam Hussain (AS). Kar-
bala gives a lesson to stand
firm against evil and have
strong belief in God due to

which we all need to under-
stand this message and
work in this direction. He
stressed the need of cooper-
ating with the police and
other authorities for the
maintenance of peace and
interfaith harmony in the
month of Muharram-ul-
Haram
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he launch of Awaam Pakistan by former
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leaders Shahid Khagan Abbasi and Miftah
Ismail heralds yet another attempt to reju-
venate the political landscape of Pakistan. How-
ever, the history of similar ventures suggests that
this initiative is likely to be another exercise in fu-
tility. While the party's slogan, "Awaam Pakistan:
Badlein ge nizam" (People of Pakistan: We will
change the system), offers a tantalizing promise, it
s being perceived as nothing more than old

wine in a new bottle.

The assertion that Awaam Pakistan will eschew
hereditary politics is commendable, yet the skepti-
cism surrounding its efficacy is hard to dispel. Pak-
istan's political history is replete with new parties
emerging with lofty ideals and revolutionary rheto-
ric. only to succumb to the same pitfalls of self-

Old wine in a new bottle!

preservation and political expediency. Abbasi and
Ismail's critique of traditional parties and their
focus on the public interest over political survival
is a familiar refrain, yet tangible results remain elu-

citizenry.

sive.
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The real issue lies in the disconnect between po-
litical leadership and the genuine will of the peo-
ple. For decades. the Pakistani populace has wit-
nessed promises of systemic change from new
political entities, only to see them absorbed into the
existing power structures or dissipate into irrele-
vance. The true catalyst for change will not be an-
other political experiment but a sincere and sus-
tained effort to engage with and empower the

If Awaam Pakistan aspires to be more than a tran-
sient phenomenon. it must transcend the conven-
tional model of political parties and establish a
genuine connection with the people it aims to rep-
resent. This requires more than rhetoric; it demands
a commitment to transparency, accountability, and
grassroots engagement. The people's will, not the

machinations of political elites, should be the driv-

ing force behind any meaningful transformation.

Ultimately, the success of any political move-
ment hinges on its ability to honor the aspirations
of the populace. The repeated failures of similar
initiatives underscore the need for a paradigm shift
in how political change is envisioned and enacted
in Pakistan. It is only by respecting and amplifying
the genuine will of the people that Awaam Pakistan
can hope to achieve its ambitious goals.
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MPA Makhdoom Fakhar
Zaman reviews arrangements
for Muharram-ul-Haram

By Sajjad Ali Abbasi

MATIARIL MPA Makhdoom
Fakhar Zaman convened a
crucial meeting at the DC of-
fice to oversee preparations
for the sacred month of
Muharram-ul-Haram, The
meeting, attended by district
officials  includi
Muhammad Yousif Shaikh,
S8P Syed Asghar Shah,
DHO Pir Ghulam Hussain,
AC Abdul Sastar Shaikh, and
other key personnel, focused
on ensuring comprehensive
armrangements for the upcom-
ing religious observances
During  the  session,

Makhdoom Fakhar Zaman
received a detailed briefing
on the measures taken thus
far 1o ensure security and
provide essential services
during Muharram-ul-Haram,
Emphasizing the importance
of foolproof security, he un-
derscored the need to main-

DC tain peace and harmony

across Matiari district during
this sensitive penod

"1 have forwarded the
SNE {summary note for ex-
penditure) 1o the Sindh CM
for the District Headquarters
Hospital Matiari," announced
Makhdoom Fakhar Zaman,
highlighting ongoing efforts

10 enhance healthcare facili-
ties for local residents. He

expressed his commitment o |

improving public services
and ensuring that the com-
munity receives the neces-
SATY SUpport

The meeting concluded
with directives 1o intensify
efforts in implementing the
planned arrangements effec-
tively. Makhdoom Fakhar
Zaman reiterated his resolve
1o collaborate closely with
district officials and law en-
forcement agencies to uphold
safety, tranquility, and the
spirit of Muharram-ul-Haram
in Matsari

JSQM protests
for abducted
Khoso community
man’s recovery

By Khair Muhammad Gelo

THUL: Leaders and activists
of the Jeay Sindh Qaumi
Mahaz (JSOM), along with

bers of the Khoso com-

Central President of All Ladies
Health Workers Bushra Arain
demands more protection for
polio workers

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: Bushra Arain, the
Central President of All
Ladies Health Workers, has
called for enhanced security
and protection for polio
workers who are perfarming
their duties under challeng-
ing eonditions in remote
areas. Speaking on behalf of
her organization, she empha-
sized the critical need for
safeguarding these workers
as they strive 10 meet na-
tional health ohjectives amid
sigmificant risks.

Arain, alongside other
prominent members includ-
ing Noor Fatima, Shehnaz
Sultana, Zeenat Chandio,
Mehwish Khan, Amna Khan
Zarina Rajput, Salma Ash-
faque, Seema Baloch, Nazia
Memon, Aalia Khan, Aisha
Ali, Salma Karim, and Aalia
Salim, condemned recent in-
cidents of harassment, verbal
abuse, attempted kidnap-
pings, and other hostile ac-
tions faced by polic workers
in regions such as Hyder-

abad, Karachi South, Sukkur,
and other remote areas of
Sindh province

"It is regrettable that polio
workers and supervisors,
wha are dedicated to prevent-
ing disabilities in children,
are subjected to such treat-
ment," Arain stated. The or-
ganization decried these acts,

emphasizing that the safety
of health workers is para-
mount to the success of the
polio eradication campaign
The leaders have urged

§ the Chief Minister of Sindh,

the Provincial Minister for
Health, the Secretary Health,
the Director General (DG)
Health, the Incharge of the
Polio Progeam in Sindh, and
other relevant authorities to
take immediate action w en-
sure the protection of polio
workers.

They stressed that with-
out adequate security meas-
ures, the vital work of these
health workers could be se-
verely compromised, threat-
ening the broader goal of
eradicating polio in the re-
gion.

Bushra Arain's demands
come at a crucial time, high-
lighting the need for compre-
hensive support and protec-
tion for frontline health
workers who play a vital role
in safeguarding public health
and preventing disease out-
breaks in Pakistan.

Two booked in Kunri water

By MM Faisal

KUNRI: Tensions rose in
the wvillage of Sanuri
Branch as a case was for-
mally registered against
two local wvillagers at
Nabisar Police Station for
allegedly stealing water.
The complaint, lodged by
Anwar  Kunbhar,  the
Daruga of Sanuri Branch at
Nabisar Wah, highlighted
serious disruptions in the
water flow due to unautho-
nzed tampering with water-
COUTSes.

According to details
emerging from the case,
watercourse 3 L and water-
course 9 ERs were found

theft case

broken during a routine in-
spection, leading to an ex-
cessive flow of water be-
vond permissible limits,
This incident prompted
swift action, resulting in the
filing of a case against the
accused individuals.
“While no arrests have
been made yet, the case
marks a significant step to-
wards  addressing  water
theft issues plaguing our
community,” stated Anwar
Kunbhar. He emphasized
the need for a transparent
investigation to uncover the
extent of the water theft
and ensure appropriate
measures are taken to pre-
vent future occurrences

Local authorities have
been urged to expedite the
investigation process and
enforce stringent measures
to safeguard water re-
sources in the region. The
incident has sparked con-
cerns among residents, who
are demanding justice and
accountability to uphold
the integrity of water man-
agement practices in Kunri.

Efforts are underway to
restore normaley and up-
hold the rule of law, as
community leaders and of-
ficials collaborate to ad-
dress the impact of water
thett on local agricultural
and environmental sustain-
ability

munity and local civil society
leaders, staged a robust
protest demonstration de-
manding the immediate re-
covery of Behram Khoso,
who was abducted 27 days
ago. The protest, led by
Shaman Soomro, Liaguat
Sarki, Wasim Qureshi, Arbab
Ali Golo, Gulzar Khoso, and
hlighted the com-
's anguish over the Ja-
cohnhad Police's alleged fail-
ure 10 locate the abducred
man despite the passage of
considerable time.
Expressing deep concern,
protest leaders pointed out
that the kidnappers had cir-
culated a distressing video of
Behram Khoso on social
media platforms, They criti-
cized the authorities for what
they perceived as a lack of

effective action 1o ensure his
safe return

During the protest, partic-
ipants passionately urged
higher authorities to inter-
vene swiftly and take deci-
sive steps to secure the re-
lease of Behram Khoso
They emphasized that every
moment was critical for his
safery and stressed the urgent
need for a comprehensive re-
sponse 1o address the alarm-
ing situarion.

The demonstrators
warned of escalating their
protest if immediate meas-
ures were not taken to rescue
Behram Khoso from captiv-
ity. They underscored the
community's resolve 1o con-
tinue advocaring for justice
and the protection of individ-
uals from unlawful acrts,
highlighting the pressing
need for effective law en-
forcement measures 1o safe-
puard citizens' lives and
rlL,Iue in Thul and surround-
ing areas

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: Assis-
tant Commissioner Qazi
Ahmed, Muhammad Ar-
salan Chaudhry, took
charge of ensuring
meticulous preparations
for the upcoming month
of Muharram-ul-Haram
during a pivotal meeting
held on Saturday. At-
tended by officials from
Town Committees of
Qazi Ahmed, Daulatpur,
and Shahpur JIahania,
alongside leaders from
various religious organi-
zations, the gathering
focused on bolstering
community safety and
spiritual observances.

C Muhammad
salan Chaudhry, recog-
nizing the solemn sigmif-
icance of Muharram,
meticulously reviewed
plans to enhance cleanli-
ness and illuminate the
procession routes. Em-
phasizing the paramount
mmportance of public
safety, he underscored
the need for foolproof
seCurity arrangements to

safeguard mourners and

AC Muhammad
Arsalan Chaudhry
reviews Muharram

arrangements in
Qazi Ahmed

facilitate a peaceful
commemoration

"We must ensure that
all necessary measures
are in place to uphold
the sanctity of Muhar-
ram-ul-Haram." stated
AC Muhammad Arsalan
Chaudhry, highlighting
the collaborative efforts
required from local au-
thorities and community
leaders.
His directive aimed
to foster an environment
conducive to respectful
mourning and spiritual
reflection throughout the
district.

As preparations in-
tensity in anticipation of
Muharram's obser-
vances, AC Muhammad
Arsalan Chaudhry's
proactive approach un-
derscores the district's
commitment to honoring
traditions w
tizing public
security. The collective
resolve of officials and
community representa-
tives promises a harmo-
nious and reverent com-
memoration during the

sacred month ahead

3 Kidnapped Hindu
Traders Rescued From
Bhayo Gang In Kashmore

KASHMORE: In a dramdm
and high-stakes operation,
the Pakistan Rangers and
Sindh police successfully
rescued three Hindu busi-

nessmen who had been kid- |

napped by the notorious
Bhayo gang in Kashmore's
rivering area on Saturday
The operation, which in-
volved intense gunfire ex-
changes, resulted in the
deaths of two suspects and
injuries to five others, who
managed 10 escape.

A spokesperson for the
paramilitary force detailed
the operation, revealing that
the deceased suspects were
identified as Imdad alias
Imdo Bhayo and his brather,
Nazeer alias Mawali alias
Miandad. Imdad Bhayo was
named as the mastermind be-
hind the abduction of the
rraders and was implicared in
numerous criminal activities,
including kidnappings, en-
counters, anacks on police
pickets, robberies, and mur-
ders, with an estimated 25 10
50 cases against him and his
brother

The spokesperson added
that Tmdad's body was trans-
ported to Hospital
Kandhkot for legal formali-
ties. Meanwhile, search oper-
ations are ONgoMg 10 appre-
hend the fleeing suspects
who sustained injuries during
the encounter The Bhayo
gang, which operates in
Kashmore, has long been in-
famous for its invalvement in
abductions. Earlier this year,
in March, a man named Agha
Sohail Ali Khan was kid-
napped for a ransom of Rs20
million after leaving his
home in Sukkur His body
was tragically discovered in

Kashmore's riverine area in
May. Palice sources reported
that the kidnappers had ini-
tially demanded Rs20 million
for his release but later re-
duced the amount o Rsl0
million

The rescue of the three
Hindu traders marks a signif-
icant victory for law enforce-
ment agencies in their ongo-
ing banle against the
entrenched criminal networks
operating in Sindh. The suc-
cessful operation underscores
the commitment of the Pak-
istan Rangers and Sindh po-
lice to restoring safery and se-
curity in the region —RT

STP Chairman Dr Qadir Magsi
demands justice for Shaheed Khuda

By Hakim Baloch

TAM NAWAZ ALL Dr Qadir
Magsi, Chairman of the
Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party
(STP), expressed heartfelt
condolences over the tragic
passing of GDA leader
Khuda Bux Dars, offering
solace to his son Qalandar
Bux Dars and brother Faqir
Tsmail Dars. Speaking to the
media, Dr Qadir Magsi
lauded the late Shaheed
Khuda Bux Dars for his un-
wavering dedication to advo-
cating for the rights of the
people of Sindh_

Dr Qadir Magsi voiced
deep concern over the esca-
lating law and order chal-
lenges gripping the province
of Sindh, particularly in light
of Khuda Bux Dars's un-
timely demise. He under-
scored the urgent need for
justice and accountability,
condemning the perpetrators
responsible for this grievous
ot

=

Bux Drs

T

"In solidarity with the be-
reaved family and in recog
tion of Khuda Bux Dars’
valuable  contributions."
declared Dr Qadir M.
“STP stands resolute in de-
manding swift and transpar-
ent action to apprehend those
responsible for this heinous
crime."The STP Chairman
announced plans to support a
protest demonstration sched-
uled for July Sth, aimed at
pressuring  authorities t
promptly arrest the culprits
behind Khuda Bux Dars's
murder. The gatheri:
cluded prominent
such as Dr Soomar Mangrio,

'8

-
Dr Hameed Memon, Ali
Dino Khaskheli, Shahnawaz
Naich, and others, reflecting
widespread community sup-
port for justice and security
refomls in Sindh.As the com-

moums the loss of a
dedlcaled leader, Dr Qadir
Magsi reiterated his commit-
ment to upholding the rule of
law and ensuring that the per-
petrators face the full force of
Jjustice. The call for justice
resonated deeply among at-
tendees, who expressed soli-
darity with the quest for ac-
countahility and the

¢ preservation of peace in Jam

Mawaz Ali and beyond

FIA Arrests Former National Bank
Officer Over Corruption

LARKANA: The Federal
Investigation Agency (F1A)
Larkana Circle has appre-
hended Ghulam Mujtaba

Meher, a former officer of

the National Bank of Pak-

istan (NBP), on charges of

embezzling funds amount-
ing to Rs 1041 million. The
arrest, carried out under the
directives of the Deputy Di-
rector of FLA, highlights the
agency's commitment to
tackling financial corrup-
tion within national institu-
tions

Nisar Abbasi, the FIA
inquiry officer, reported
that  Ghulam  Mujtaba
Meher is accused of misap-
propriating funds from the
Mehrna account. This ac-
tion followed complaints
filed by Wagar Hussain and
several other individuals,
which led to the reaistration
of a corruption case against
the former bank officer The
FIA's decisive move under-
scores its ongoing efforts to
¢lamp down on financial
misconduct and ensure ac-

countability within finan-
cial institutions. This arrest
is part of a broader initiative
to root out corruption and
protect the intearity of Pak-
1stan’s banking system.The
investigation into the case
continues, with further ac-
tions anticipated based on
the findings. The FIA re.
mains vigilant in its pur
of justice, aiming to deter
future fina crimes and
maintain public trust in the
country's financial institu-
tions —RT
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PCB chief summons
ex-cricketers for
'feedback' on

i

cricket

BIRMINGHAM: Pakistan
Champions late Saturday
night inflicted a mammoth
68-run defeat on Indian
Champions in the §th en-
counter of the World Cham-
pionship of Legends (WCL)
20124 at Edgbaston Stadium,
Birmingham.

This was third win for
Younis Khan's men and they
are now top of the points
table of the six-team compe-
tition. They defeated Aus-
tralia and West Indies previ-
ously.

Earlier, Pakistan smashed
245/4 after being put into bat.
The Men in Green were pro-
vided a blistering start by the

LAHORE: Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi has sum-
moned mere than two
dozen former cricketers to
hold consultations regard-
ing the country's existing
domestic cricket system,
sources told media on Sat-
urday.

Around 30 to 35 interna-
tional  cricketers,  the
sources added, will meet
Nagvi on Monday and will
provide feedback and sug-
gestions  regarding  im-
provement in the domestic
cricket structure to make it
maore attractive.

Meanwhile, the crick-
cters will also be taken
into confidence over three
new tournaments by the
name of "Champions"

The expected meeting
comes as the national side
has been under scrutiny
and subjected to severe
criticism owing to their
dismal performance in the
T20 World Cup 2024

where the Men In Green
failed to even progress to
the Super Eight stage

During the tournament,
the Green Shirts show-
cased below-par perform-
ance in all three fields and
suffered an upset loss
against the minnows
United States and a subse-
quent disappointing de-
feat against India, result-
ing in their early
climination from the tour-
nament.

The meeting comes
days after the team's
white-ball coach Gary
Kirsten submitted his
"confidential” assessment
report to the PCB chair-
man regarding the side's
performance in the mega
event.

The report, as per the
sources, highlights play-
ers' fitness, discipline and
QAME aWaTeness among
other things that led to the
team's early exit from the
World Cup.—Agency

Cristiano Ronaldo
consoles visibly distraught
Pepe after Euro 2024 exit

Cristiano Ronaldo was seen
offering a shoulder o his
teammate Pepe to cry on
after their team was kicked
out of the Euro 2024 on Fri-
day following a 5-3 defeat
from France in their quarter-
final clash.

This was potentially the
last international ournament
for the 4l-year-old Por-
tuguese defender who was
seen crying uncontrollably
on the field afier France
sealed a dramatic shootout
win against Portugal in Ham-
burg,

With the latest defear, the
future of Ronaldo, who
marked his record sixth Eu-
ropean Championship this
vear, hangs in balance as he
is yet to decide whether he
will continue playing for his
national side, Goal reported

Portugal's  39-year-old
captain previously said that
Euro 2024 would be his last
European competition with
the national side but it is still
uncertain whether he had
played his last match with
Portugal or not

After the defeat, Portu-
gal's head coach Roberto

Martinez opened up on
Ronaldo's future, saying that
it 1§ "to0 spor

star footballer is retiring from
international football or not.
"It's oo soon and raw
after the match 1o talk about
that and there have been no
individual decisions made,"
Martinez said a1 a news con-
ference when asked if it had
been Ronaldo's last game in
a Portugal jersey.

Ronaldo ended his Euro
2024 campaign without scor-
ing asingle goal and that was
the first time in his 20-year-
long career that he failed to

opening pair of Sharjeel
Khan and Kamran Akmal.
The duo hit 145 runs for
the first wicket before Shar-
jeel departed in the 11th over.
Sharjeel made a 30-ball

72 powered by seven fours
and five sixes. While Kamran
continued the aggressive ap-
proach, scoring a 40-ball 77
before being bowled by
Pawan Negi in the 14th over.

Sohaib Magsood rubbed
his shoulders in the middle
with a powerful 26-ball 51.
He hit five sixes and two

fours.
Shahid Afridi went for a

Malik remained not out on
18-ball 25.
India replied strongly at
the start of the chase with
Robin Uthappa scoring 12-
ball 22. Sohail Khan re-
moved him to bring the first
wicket for Pakistan.

Ambati  Rayadu and
Suresh Raina paired up 1o
trouble the Men in Green but

Shoaib Malik had the better
of Rayadu (39) to put India
under pressure.

Malik kept the run rate in
check as India could not ac-
celerate. Wahab Riaz came to
the attack and removed Irfan
Pathan {15), Pawan Negi (1)
in ane over to put a further
dent.

Raina played the lone bat-
tle before he was bowled by
Sohail Tanvir in the 19th
over. The left-hander made
52 off 40 balls.

India managed 175/% in
their 20 overs with Anureet
Singh minimising the deficit
with his [4-ball 20%.

Malik took three wickets
fior 38 while Wahab finished
with figures of 3/22

The matches of the World
Championship of Legends
2024 are being shown live on
Geo Super. —Agency

Andy Murray's Wimbledon career over after

Andy Murray's Wimbledon
career ended following
Emma Raducanu's with-
drawal from their scheduled
mixed doubles match.

The 37-year-old former
world number one was set o
partner with his compatriot
on Saturday evening at the
All England Club

Raducanu cited "some
stiffness" in her right wrist as
the reason for her decision.

The 2l-year-old pro-
gressed to the fourth round of
the women's singles with a
commanding two-set victory
over Greek ninth seed Maria
Sakkari on Friday.

“I have decided to make
the very tough decision o
withdraw from the mixed
doubles,” she said

“I'm disappointed as T was

playing with Andy but I've
2ot to take care.

Murray, a two-time sin-
gles champion, was compet-
ing at Wimbledon for the
final time before retiring later
this vear.

The Scot made his last
5WI19 appearance on
Thursday, when he suf-

fered as 7-6(0), 6-4 defeat
in the 2024 Wimbledon
men's doubles alongside

brother Jamie to John
Peers and Rinky Hijikata
After his defeat in

men's doubles, the 37-
year-old legend was hon-
oured by  Wimbledon
where a montage consist-
ing of his legendary career

was shown on the big
screen. Names like Roger
Federer, Rafael Nadal.
Novak Djokovic and others
appeared in the video cap-
turing the 37-year-old®
memorable time on the
court.

"Tt wasn't something
that 1'd asked for” said
Murray. "When I was mak-
ing the decision around the
singles, the club spoke to
me and said they would
like to do something after
one of my matches here. 1

think if I'd p d singles.
then would do it after I po-
tentially lost in the singles.

If the singles doesn't hap-
pen, we'd like to have it
after the first doubles
match, regardiess of the re-
sult. —Agency

Bowlers-led Zimbabwe beat India in

HARARE Sikandar Raza-
led Zimbabwe bowling at-
tack decimated inexperienced
India and sealed a narrow 13-
run victory in the first T201
of the three-match series here
at Harare Sports Club on Sat-
urday.

Put into bat first, Zim-
babwe managed to put 115/9
on the board in the alloted
overs

The home side got off 1o a

shaky start 1o their innings as |

their opener Innocent Kaia
() perished on the first deliv-
ery of the second over with
just six runs on the board

Opening batter Wessly
Madhevere then joined
forces with Brian Bennen
and added 34 runs for the
second wicket before Ravi
Bishnoi dismissed the larer
in the sixth over

Bennert scored 21 off 15

T201 series opener

‘ -

deliveries with the help of
five boundaries.

Bishnoi then struck again
in his next over 10 provide
India with a much-needed
breakthrough with the prized
scalp of Madhevere, who
made 21 off 22.

Sikandar Raza then
briefly took charge of Zim-
babwe's batting expedition

and formed a crucial 23-run
partnership for the founh
wicket Dion Myers

The Zimbabwe captain
fell victim to Avesh Khan in
the 12th over after scoring a
19-ball 17.

Avesh struck again on the
next  delivery o send
Jonathan Campbell packing
for a golden duck

Mayers then stitched a
brief partnership with wicket-
keeper batter Clive Madande
Their fifth-wicket stand
vielded 15 runs and lasted
with Mayers® dismissal in the
15th over

Zimbabwe then lost three
mare wickets in quick suc-
cession and had slipped to
90/9 before Madande added
valuable runs at the backend.

He put on a one-sided
parmership  with Tendai
Charara (0%) and 25 runs for
the 10th wicker

Madande top-scored for
Zimbabwe with 29 off 25 de-
liveries, hitting four fours.

Bishnoi led the bowling
charge for India with four
wickets, followed by Wash-
ington Sundar, who bagged
mwo. Avesh Khan and
Mukesh Kumar made one
scalp each — Agency

Australia outclass
England by six wickets
in World Championship
of Legends

BIRMINGHAM: Australia
outclassed England by six
wickets in the seventh match
of the World Championship
of Legends 2024 at Birming-
ham's Edgbaston stadium on
Saturday

Chasing 161-run target,
Brett Lee's men chased down
the total in 14 overs with
Aaron Finch scoring 23-ball
56 while Shaun Marsh made
26-ball 42.

Ben Dunk {1%) and Cal-
lum Ferguson (11) chipped in
with vital contributions. Ben
Cutting (10*) and Daniel
Christian (18*) stayed till the
end and completed the chase.
Cwais Shah was Eng-
land's best bowler, picking
231

E‘df]icl. England managed
160/ after being put into bat
first by Lee.

lan Bell was the top-
scorer for England. scoring
30 off 45 balls. Meanwhile,
Phil Mustard made 13-ball
20 while Ravi Bopara con-
tributed 22 off 15 balls. Ali
Brown chipped in with 20-
26.

Australia’s skipper Brett
Lee was the pick of the
bowlers with figures of 3/28
while Ben Laughlin took
2/25 and Dan Christian
claimed 2/14.

Australia are now at
the top of the table with
two wins and a Net Run
Rate of +2.765. India and
Pakistan are second and
third respectively.

The matches of World
Championship of Leg-
ends 2024 are being
shown live on  Geo
Super.—Agency

Jimmy Connors backs
Novak Djokovic to win

— 4 -
Eight-time Grand Slam win-
ner Jimmy Connors is back-
ing Novak Djokovic to win
‘Wimbledon 2024 despite just
returning from knee surgery
a month ago.

Djokovic began his Wim-
bledon 2024 campaign on a
high note as he managed to
beat Vit Kopriva and Jacob
Fearnley in his first two
matches and will now take
on Alexei Popyrin in the
third round on Saturday.

The Serb has been ranked
the third-best player in the
tournament by experts, be-
hind Carlos Alcaraz and Jan-
nik Sinner but according to
the Connors, if Djokovic is
fir, he can be the absolute
favourite

"You got to look ar
‘Djoker’. He may be the third
favourite, but he has won the
tournament seven times.”
said Connors

"If he's healthy and feel-
ing good, then why wouldn't
he be right up there as the

Wimbledon

favourite? Sure, he's had a
tough season so far, but

hampions like Djokovic
thrive under pressure. Wim-
bledon could be his stage
turm it all around

"Dyokovic has this incred-
ihle knack for weaning down
his opponents. His move-
ment on the court is like no
other, and his stamina is sec-
ond to none.”

Connors also declared Al-
caraz the biggest threat o the
Serb and also added that Sin-
ner will have some additional
pressure as he is the world
No. 1.

" Alcaraz has that fearless
spirit and, having already
won a Major, he knows what
it takes to perform on the big
stage,” Connors continued

"Sinner has had tough
outings against Djokovic in
the past. Facing Djokovic ar
Wimbledon, where his
game shines brightest, is a
different challenge alto-
gether —Agency

score in an intemational tour-

nament. The former Real
Madrid and Manchester
United star will be 41 years
old when the 2026 World
Cup begins in the United
States, Canada and Mexico
and whether he will represent
Portugal there or not is still a
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question. It is worth mention-
ing that Ronaldo won Euro
2016 after Portugal beat
France in the final with Eder
scoring the only goal during
the extra time, marking Por-
tugal's first-ever major tro-
phy —Agency

Face of the Day

Name: Ahmed Raza

Location:

About me; Strike a pose if you love modeling
like mel

Karachi

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids® Corner section at regionaltimes10@gmail.com

Madonna marks one
year since 'Miraculous
Recovery' from

bacterial

Madonna recalled a pre-
vious health complication
and expressed her grateful-
ness for her restored health

Last year in June, the 65-
year-old pop singer's man-
ager Guy Oseary revealed
that Madonna was admitted
to a hospital's ICU due to a
‘serious bacterial infection’.

He further wrote to his
Instagram post at the time,
"Her health is improving,
however she is still under
medical care. A full recov-
ery is expected.”

On Friday, July 4th al-
most one year later she 15
grateful for her miracu-
lous recovery.

She posted an Insta-

infection

gram post writing, "A year
ago today, I had just come
home from the hospital
after surviving a life

ng illness, I could
stand in my back-

holding one

"l made a miraculous
recovery and had an
amazing year," the Mater-
ial singer added.

"Thank vou God. Life
is beautiful!" she con-
cluded her post.
Moreover, along with

the caption she also
shared photos, featuring
her Independence Day

celebration in New York
with friends,

How filling in for father's role made
Mathira stronger than any man

In a recent interview with
a local channel, television
host, model, and mother-of-
three Mathira openad up
about the pressures and trau-
mas she faced while navigat-
ing life as a single parent
after her divorce in 2018. She
shed light on the strength she
found in her children.

Mathira expressed that
her three sons have been her
greatest source of support,
describing how she had to
adopt both maternal and pa-
ternal roles in their upbring-
ing. She explained, "When
the relationship with the fa-
ther fizzles out completely
it's up to the mother to take
on the man's role. To be a
man, for a woman that's not
her job. But when she be-
comes a man, she becomes
stronger than a man."

The model also high-
lighted the double standards
present in society, pointing
out the stark differences in
how single mothers and fa-
thers are perceived. "When a
single mother does some-
thing, instead of praising her,
they wonder how many oth-
ers were behind the scenes
helping her. When a man
does something good, we ap-
preciate him, but when a
woman 18 runming a house-

hold, there are too many ac-
cusations against her,” said
poignantly
added, "It gets very tough
and then she's not able to be
a good mother or take on the
role of a father”
She also revealed the se-

vere depression she expe

enced after her third
pregnancy, a struggle
that society largely ig-
nored, occasionally
shamed and dismissed as
ingignificant. "1 think
now people are getting

the ¢ that th
is such a thing as depres
sion - as postpartum de-

pression - and  hor-
mones,"  she noted,

emphasising the need for
greater understanding of
mental health 1ssues
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Mistri Mines suffers 20-foot wide
breach in Thul

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: Disaster struck near
village Khair Muhammad
Khoso in Subdivision Lrriga-
tion Garhi Hassan when a
massive 20-foot wide breach
occurred at Mistri Mines.
The breach unleashed a tor-
rent of water that inundated
hundreds of acres of fertile
agricultural land, causing se-
vere financial losses esti-
mated in millions of rupees
for local growers.

Local farmers, reeling
from the aftermath of the
breach, voiced outrage over
what they perceived as negli-
gence on the part of authori-
ties. They lamented that de-
spite prior wamnings about
the precarious state of the

embankments  at  Mistri
Mines, officials failed to take
preventive measures, leading
to the catastrophic incident.

"The breach has devas-
tated our livelihoods," ex-
pressed one affected farmer,
reflecting the widespread
sentiment of despair among
the agricultural community.
"We demand swift action
against those responsible for
this negligence and immedi-
ate compensation for our
losses," urged another
farmer, echoing the senti-
ments of many.

e incident  has
prompted calls for accounta-
bility from concemed author-
ities, with demands intensify-
ing for a thorough
investigation into the circum-

stances that precipitated the
breach. Farmers emphasized
the urgent need for rein-
forced infrastructure and
proactive measures 10 pre-
vent similar disasters in the
future.

As the community grap-
ples with the aftermath of the
breach, solidarity among
farmers and local residents
remains strong, united in
their determination to seek
justice and secure support to
rebuild their livelihoods. The
incident serves as a stark re-
minder of the critical impor-
tance of effective infrastruc-
ture management  and
proactive disaster prepared-
ness in safeguarding agricul-
tural prosperity in Thul and
surrounding regions.

Central Muslim League rallies against
aftershocks of IMF sponsored budget

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: Workers of the
Central Muslim  League,
Joined by local residents,
took to the streets in a rally
Dlurmung the recent hikes in
prices of electricity, gas, and
general consumer goods.
The demonstrators voiced
their frustration with the fed-
eral government, accusing
of imposing burdensome
faxes in the new budget that
have made life increasingly
difficult for ordinary citi-
Zens.

Leaders of the Central
Muslim League condemned

the budgetary measures, stat-
ing that the new taxes have
particularly impacted agri-
cultural laborers and the
middle class, who are now
struggling to afford even two
meals a day. They argued
that while common people
suffer, the government con-
tinues to provide facilities to
the nation's "thieves and
looters” who show no con-
cern for the public's hard-
ships.

The protesters demanded
the immediate withdrawal of
the increased taxes intro-
duced in the budget and
called for relief measures to

be implemented to case the
financial strain on the popu-
lace. They wamed that fail-
ure to address their demands
would resultin an escalation
of their protests.

The rally in Badin is part
of a broader wave of discon-
tent sweeping across the
country as various groups
express their di

Hingorja Police recover
a snatched tractor

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORIA: Tension
gripped the national high-
way in Hingorja as five
unidentified armed as-
sailants intercepted and
held tractor driver Ghulam
Murtaza Bhatti hostage on
Saturday. In a daring day-
light robbery, the armed
men forcefully seized the
tractor from Bhatti, leaving
him shaken but unharmed.

Swift action by the Hin-
gorja Police ensued after re-
ceiving the distress call. Of-
ficers immediately
mobilized to pursue the per-
petrators, leading to a high-
speed chase through the
rugged terrain. Despite the
assailants’ attempt to evade
capture by fleeing into a
dense forest area, the trac-
tor was successfully recov-
ered by the vigilant police
team.

“We are determined to
bring the culprits to jus-
tice,” assured the Station
House Officer (SHO)} of
Hingorja Police Station,
emphasizing the depart-
ment's commitment to ap-
prehending the perpetrators
swiftly. The recovery of the
snatched tractor stands as a
testament to the police's
proactive efforts in combat-
ing crime and ensuring pub-
lic safety. The incident has
prompted heightened secu-
rity measures along the na-
tional highway, with au-
thorities advising vigilance
and caution among local
residents and travelers. Ef-
forts continue to identify
and apprehend the armed
robbers responsible for the
brazen attack, underscoring
the community's resilience
and law anforv.ernems ded-
ication Lo peace

Four More Children Die
Of Measles In Sindh, Death Toll
Rises To 12 In Shikarpur

SHIKARPUR: Four more
children, including an infant,
have lrau:a]l)' succumbed to
measles in Shikarpur, raisi
the death toll to 12 in the dis-
trict over the past two
months. This alarming in-
crease highlights the severity
of the measles outbreak in
the region, attributed largely
to the non-vaccination of
children.

The latest victims in-
cluded nine-month-old Uzma
Khoso, three-year-old
Nasser, Wagar, and Shahida.
Since January 2024, over 180
children exhibiting similar
symptoms have been admit-
ted to the civil hospital in
Shikarpur, underscoring the
widespread nature of the epi-
demic.

In neighboring districts,

W

the situation is equally dire.
On May 6, two children died
of measles in Dadu, bringing
the death toll in that district
to 25 over the past four
meonths. Civil Surgeon Dr.
Amjad Mastoi confirmed the
deaths and noted that an anti-
measles vaccination drive is
underway throughout Dadu.
He reported that 397 children
infected with measles were
admitted to hospitals in the
last four months, with a sig-
nificant number of cases
emerging from Tehsils Juhi,
Khairour Nathan Shan, and
Maher. Vaccination camps
have been established in the
affected areas to immunize
children and control the
spread of the disease.

Earlier in Sujawal district,
four children, including an

infant and a minor girl, died
of measles. The deceased
were identified as two-
month-old Ahmed, four-year-
old Gul Muhammad, three-
year-old Anila, and
Azizullah. These children
were residents of a Tehsil in
district Sujawal, further illus-
trating the extensive reach of
the outbreak. Health authori-
ties are ramping up efforts to
combat the epidemic by ac-
celerating vaccination cam-
paigns and establishing med-
ical camps in the most

affected areas. The recent fa-
talities underscore the urgent
need for widespread immu-
nization and public health in-
terventions to prevent further
loss of life and contain the
in

spread of measles
Sindh —RT

and order in Hingorja.

Town Committee
Chairman Plthoro Asif
Hussain Shoro leads
operation against
water theft

with the govemment's eco-
nomic policies. The Central
Muslim League has vowed
1o continue its campaign
until the government takes
tangible steps to alleviate the
economic pressures on the
common people.

GRASP Sujawal team holds an
awareness session for SMEs

By Kamran Hidayat

SUJAWAL. The GRASP Su-
Jawal team orchestrated a
dynamic awareness session
focused on the 4th cycle of
the matching grant initiative
at UC Chuhar Jamali, mark-
ing a pivotal moment for
local agricultural develop-
ment. Led by Ms. Bilgees
Khatti, Project Officer of
RDF GRASP Sujawal, the

Chuhar Jamali, and Zahoor
Turk, Manager of ZTBL Su-
jawal Branch, delivered in-
sightful presentations. They
delved into the intricacies of
agricultural products and
elucidated strategies to en-
hance access to finance
{A2F) within the community.

Ahmed Otho, in his role,
provided a comprehensive
guide on navigating the ap-
plication process for SMEs

edge and resources crucial
for their agricultural ven-
tures," remarked Ms. Bilgees
Khatti. "By enhancing un-
derstanding of financial op-
portunities, we aim {o cat-
alyze sustainable growth and
prosperity across Sujawal "
Participants  expressed
enthusiasm over the session’s
outcomes, highlighting new-
found insights and actionable
steps 1o leverage financial
isms for agricultural

session aimed 10
farmers and entrepreneurs
with vital information on ac-
cessing financial resources
for agricultural advance-
ment.

Distinguished Buest
speakers, including Ahmed
Khatti, Deputy Director of
Agriculture Extension in

seeking the grant,
He detailed the essential
documents required and of-
fered practical advice to
streamline the application
process, fostering a support-
ive environment for local en-
trepreneurs. "The session
was i le in

innovation. The collabora-
tive efforts of GRASP Su-
Jawal and its pariners under-
scored a commitment to
fostering  economic  re-
silience and empowering
local communities through
informed decision-making

our community with knowl-

and strategic initiatives

Population Welfare Dept observes
World Population Day in Tando Jam

By Ifan Khushk

TANDO JAM: The Popula-
tion Welfare Department
marked World Population
Day with an awareness event
held ar village Haji Allah
Dino Jamali. The event, held
on Saturday, saw active par-
ticipation from local resi-
dents who gathered to learn
about the implications of

population growth and meas- g

ures essential for building a
PrOSperous society.

Agriculturist Salahuddin
Tungjo, Khalid Ahmed, Re-
gional ~ Manager PPHI
Mazhar  Veesar, Bashir
Ahmed Bhutto, and other es-
teemed speakers addressed
the audience during the
awareness seminar. They em-
phasized the importance of
cantrolling population
growth through education
and access to family planning
respurces.

The seminar aimed to en-
lighten attendees abom the

on empowering communities
with knowledge about repro-
ductive health, contraceptive
options, and responsible par-
enthood practices
Participants engaged in
discussions on sustainable
development goals linked to
1

socio-
posed by rapid populatlon in-

crease, stressln!, z the need for
informed Family planning de-
cisions. Discussions centered

nomi

on dynamics, high-

hglmn 2 the role of individual
choices in shaping the future
of communities. The event
served as a platform for fos-

dialogue and promot-
ing collective action towards
achieving demographic bal-
ance and societal well-being
The Population Welfare
Department's initiative in
Tando Jam underscored its
commitment to advocating
for population management
strategies essential for ensur-
ing a better quality of life and
sustainable development in
the region.

Prolonged power outages irk
TMK residents

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: The residents of
Tando Muhammad Khan
and its surrounding areas
are enduring severe hard-
ships due to prolonged
power outages. Reports in-
dicate that load shedding
lasting 16 to 18 hours daily
has nearly halted business
activities and placed pa-
fients in hospitals in critical
conditions

Local civil society lead-
ers have expressed deep

concern over the local au-
thorities” handling of the sit-
vation. They highlighted the
detrimental impact of the
extended power cuts on bath
the economy and public
health. Businesses are strug-
gling to operate, leading to
economic stagnation, while
hospitals face 1mmense
challenges in providing ad-
equate care without reliable
electricity.

The community’s frustra-
tion is mounting, with many
calling for immediate inter-
vention, Civil society lead-

ers have demanded that
igher authorities take ur-
gent action to alleviate the
suffering of Tando Muham-
mad Khan's residents. They
stressed the need for a stable
power supply to restore nor-
maley and prevent further
deterioration of living con-
ditions

As the situation worsens,
there is growing pressure on
local and regional officials
to address the power crisis
promptly and provide the
much-needed relief to the

affected population,

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORO: Asif Hussain
Shoro, Chairman of Pithoro
Town, spearheaded a deci-
sive operation against water
theft in various areas of the
city on Saturday. The opera-
tion targeted illegally in-
stalled water connections that
have exacerbated  water
sl\(\rlages within the commu-
ity

Local authorities, under
the leadership of Chairman
Asif Hussain Shoro, took
swift action to dismantle sev-
eral umauthorized water con-
nections, These connections
were identified as

ing efforts to identify and re-
move unauthorized connee-
tions to ensure equitable dis-
tribution of water among all
residents.

The operation under-
scorud the Town Challmdnb

o

APC held against increased toll

tax in Tando Allahyar

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: The
Al Parties  Conference
(APC) was convened at the
Tando Allahwar Gymkhana to
address the controversial in-
crease in toll tax on the Mir-
purkhas, Hyderabad, and
Tando Allahyar Road. The
conference drew  leaders
from political, social, and re-
ligious organizations, along
with local traders, all unified
|n Ihur UDpusumn to the
i} d toll charges.

critical infrastructure chal-
lenges and enhancing public
services in Pithoro. Residents
welcomed the proactive
measures aimed al mitigating
water scarcity and promoting
responsible water manage-
ment practices.

Asil Hussain Shoro reit-

erated his dedication 1o
maintaining  transparency
and ac ility in local

ing to the ongoing water
scarcity issues faced by resi-
dents

Chairman Asif® Hussain
Shoro expressed firm resolve
to continue crackdowns on
water theft, emphasizing the
importance of preserving
water resources for legiti-
mate use. He pledged ongo-

governance, urging commu-
nity support in combating il-
legal practices that under-
mine public utilities. The
ongoing efforts against water
theft reflect a broader com-
mitment to improving the
quality of life and infrastruc-
ture development in Pithoro
Town

SUP rallies
against Mehar
water shortage

By Hanif Panhwar

MEHAR The  Sindh
United Party (SUP)
staged a spirited protest
demonstration on Satur-
day against the acute
shortage of water in
canals  and  branches
across  Mehar.  Protest
leaders including Sikan-
dar Sodhar, Haji Khan
Marfani, Habib Hazoori
and others voiced their
dismay over the negli-
gence of concerned au-
thorities, which has exac-
erbated the water crisis in
the region

Speaking to the media,
the leaders highlighted
that numerous canals and
branches crucial for irri-
gation have suffered from
inadequate water supply.
They lamented the closure
of several water pumping
stations in Sheru Depar
and surrounding areas,
exacerbating the plight of
local growers who depend

on these water sources for an

agriculture.
Furthermore, the SUP

leaders criticized the pro-
longed neglect in conduct-
ing desilting operations in
the canals and branches,
which has compounded
the water scarcity issue
over time. During the
protest, SUP leaders is-
sued a stern demand to
higher authorities, urging
immediate action to alle-
viate the suffering of
farmers by ensuring an
adequate and uninter-
rupted supply of water
They wamned of escalating
their protest if swift meas-
ures are not taken to ad-
dress the pressing water
shortages affecting agri-
cultural productivity in
Mehar. The demonstration
underscored SUP's com-
mitment to advocating for
the rights of farmers and
ensuring equitable distri-
bution of water resources
The party emphagized the
critical role of water man-
agement  in  sustaining
agrlulltural livelihoods
fostering rural devel-
opment in Mehar and sur-
rounding regions.

Man shot dead
near Dhamrah

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA A few unidenti-
fied armed men opened in-
discriminate fire on a 45-
year-old man named Shahid
Mashmaod Pirzado near vil-
lage Dhamrah and as a result

he died on the spot. After the
incident the murderers man-
aged to flee from the scene.
The bady of the deceased
was handed over to his heirs
after completing necessary
medico legal formalities
fiom a local area hospital

In their addresses, speak-
ers such as President of the
District  Bar  Association
Tande Allahyar, Aghes-ul-
Tslam Tahirzada, Advocate
Wali Muhammad Thebo, Ad-
vocate  Aslam  Laghari,
Akhtar Laghari, and others
voiced strong criticism of the
ioll tax increase, They argued
that the peaple of Tando Al-
lahyar are being unfairly bur-
dened with toll charges ex-
ceeding the due amount,
labeling the act as con-
demnable and unjust

The leaders announced
their intention to seek legal
recourse if necessary, empha-
sizing their commitment to
challenging the toll tax hike
through the courts. They
urged higher authorities to
take immediate notice of the
issue, wamning that failure to

address their concerns would
force them to launch a
broader protest movement
The APC highlighted the
community's  widespread
frustration and the collective
resolve to fight against what
is seen as an exploitative
measure. The speakers called
for solidarity among resi-
dents and urged them to
stand firm against the toll tax

crease, stressing the need
for fair and just treatment for
all road users

The conference con-
cluded with a strong message
to the authorities: rectify the
toll tax issue promptly or
face an intensified protest
campaign from the united
front of Tando Allahyar's po-
litical, social, and business
communilies.

Qazi Noor Muhammad
Sand chairs budget session of Town
Committee TJM

By Narain Das

MIRPURKHAS: The Tando
Jan Muhammad Town Com-
mittee unveiled a tax-free
budget totaling Rs
373,522,000, with Rs
120,000,000 allocated specif-
ically for developmental
projects. The budger session,
presided over by Town
Chairman  Qazi  Noor
Muhammad Sand, outlined
priofity initiatives to address
the city's drinking water
shortage

In attendance at the ses-
sion were Video Chairman
Shahzad Arain, Town Offi-
cer, councilors, and other
committee members. Chair-
man Qazi Noor Muhammad
Sand, addressing the gather-
ing, pledged comprehensive
efforts to deliver the best pos-
sible facilities directly to the
residents of Tando Jan
\'1u.hammad

committee's commitment to
effectively utilize allocated
funds for the benefit of all

citizens
Specific measures were
annnuncad to tackle the long-

the budget's
fm:us Chairman Sand em-
phasized the importance of
developmental works aimed
at improving infrastructure
and public services. He as-
sured the community of the

issue of water
scarcity, signaling a proactive
approach by the town com-
mittee to enhance essential
services crucial for residents'
quality of life.

The tax-free budget re-

flects the committee's dedi-
cation to fiscal responsibility
while prioritizing the wel-
fare and development of
Tando Jan Muhammad
Chairman  Qazi  Noor
Muhammad Sand concluded
by reiterating his determina-
tion to meet the expectations
of the community and en-
sure continuous progress in
the town's infrastructure and
public amenities.

Dejected TMK man ends

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: A cloud of sorrow
descended upon  wvillage
Alam Khan Talpur as 28-
year-old Dur Muhammad
Khaskheli tragically ended
his life by jumping into the
unforgiving waters of the
Phuleli Canal. The heart-
wrenching incident, stem-
ming from undisclosed do-
mestic issues, oceurred on a
somber Saturday, casting a
pall of grief over the com-
mumnity

Despite the valiant ef-
forts of local residents, the

his life
body of the deceased re-
mains submerged in the
canal, adding to the anguish
of loved ones awaiting clo-
sure. The incident has left
neighbors and acquaintances
reeling with shock, reflect-
ing on the unseen burdens
that may have led to this ir-
reversible decision.

"The loss of Dur
Muhammad Khaskheli has
deeply saddened our wil-
lage.” shared a local resi-
dent. "He was known for his
kindness and jovial nature,
making this loss even more
difficult to comprehend.”

Ag  the  commumity

mourns this devastating loss,
authorities have been urged
to expedite efforts to recover
the body and provide sup-
port to the grieving family.
The incident serves as a
stark reminder of the impor-
tance of mental health
awareness and support net-
works to  prevent such
tragedies in the future

Efforts continue to re-
trieve  Dur  Muhammad
Khaskheli's body from the
canal, as the community
wathers in solidarity to honor
his memory and offer solace
to his bereaved family dur-
ing this harrowing time
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Municipal Agencies To Operate
Round-The-Clock During
Muharram-ul-Haram: Ghani

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHL Sindh Local
Government Minister, Saeed
Ghani, has announced that
municipal agencies across
Karachi and other parts of the
province will remain opera-
tional round-the-clock during
the sacred month of Muhar-
ram-ul-Haram.

Dhuring a comprehensive
four-hour visit on Saturday,
Minister Ghani inspected
various Imambargahs and
procession routes in Karachi.
His itinerary  included
Nishtar Park, Mehfil-e-Shahe
Khorasan, Tahiri Masjid,
Hussainia Imambargah in
Kharadar, Bara Imambargah,
Imambargah Babul Ilm.
Mohsin Imambargah An-
choli, and several other sig-
nificant sites. He engaged
with Imambargah manage-
ment 1o assess preparations
for Muharram.

Minister Ghani assured
the Imambargah representa-
tives of adequate arrange-
ments, including streetlights,
continuous water supply, san-

- ./
itation facilities, functional
sewerage systems, and road
carpeting to facilitate mourn-
ers during Muharram proces-
sions and gatherings. He em-
phasized that the provincial
government has appointed
focal persons to promptly ad-
dress urgent complaints.
Inspecting adjacent areas,
Minister Ghani also re-
viewed streetlights, water
supply, sewerage systems,
and road conditions near
Imambargahs and congreza-
tion venues. He affirmed the
Sindh govemment's commit-

2 = z
ment to ensuring compre-
hensive civic and municipal
services for Muharram par-
ticipants. Efforts are under-
way to swiftly carpet dilapi-
dated roads, he added. The
Karachi Water & Sewerage
Corporation has been di-
rected 10 ensure uninter-
rupted water supply to
Imambargahs and other con-
gregation sites, alongside ro-
bust sanitation measures.
Focal persons will remain in
constant  communication
with stakeholders to resolve
any anising issues promptly.

Mustafa Kamal Disputes
Sindh CM's Claims On
Development

KARACHL: Muttahida
Qaumi Movement Pakistan
(MOM-P) leader Mustafa
Kamal has rgjected Sindh
Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah's claims of develop-
ment in the provinee.
Addressing a press con-
ference in Karachi, he an-
nounced, MOM-P denounced
all the claims of Sindh CM
about the development in
Sindh on the public reaction
He gave a response to the
briefing of Sindh CM Murad
Ali Shah about the 15 years
of performance of his gov-
emment and development
projects across the province,
stating, that Sindh CM pro-
jected the false image of
Sindh
He suggested the Sindh
govermnment resolve the pub-
lic crisis, clarming, the Sindh
govemnment had not done
anything for the province
He hit out at Sindh CM,
the narrative of d

/%
created by his government
was fake and forged

Mustafa Kamal lam-
basted the government for
using a public tax of billions
for advertising, saying, "You
don't have the right to public
maoney, it's my and us {pub-
lic) money."

MOM-P leader also
lauded the Punjab for de-
velopment, contrasting the
road infrastructure  be-
tween the two provinces
He raised g about

the out-of-school children
and 11 thousand ghost
schools.

He asserted, "yvou don't
need advertisement if yvou
have done some work for
development." He claimed
50 new Sindh provinces
could be built in the 18
thousand  billion  funds
spent in 13 years

Mustafa Kamal high-
lighted, MOM-P MPA's
strived for Sindh provinee
rights in the assembly,

He asserted that during
his mayor-ship, Karachi
was included among the
top 12 developing cities in
the world

Mustafa Kamal high-
lighted his achievements
during his tenure, claiming
his government provided
water in Karachi areas in-
cluding Orangi, Lyari, Bal-
dia, and Baba Bhatt spend-
ing 300
billion —RT/Agency

University Of Karachi
Awards Degrees To 15,341
Graduates At Convocation

KARACHI: The University
of Karachi conferred degrees
upon 15,341 graduates from
various departments during
its convocation held on Sat-
urday. The ceremony in-
cluded 8,041 graduates from
the class of 2021 and 7,297
from the class of 2022

Sindh Governor Kamran
Tessori presided over the
event and personally handed

degrees 10 the graduating stu- |

dents. The convocation was
graced by the presence of
Professor Dr. Tarig Rafi
Chairman of the Sindh

Higher Education Commis- ity

sion, and Professor Dr
Khalid Traqi, Vice Chancellar
of University of Karachi
along with faculty members,
students' parents, and the
graduates themselves

In his address, Governor
Tessori expressed his pride in
participating in the univer-
sity's convocation, emphasiz-
ing the pivotal role of edu-
cated youth in shaping the
nation’s future. "1 have high
hopes for these graduates, as

bil- made by their parents to sup-
- port their education. "Just as

Acknowledging the dedi-
cation of teachers, Governor
Tessori urged the graduates
to applaud their mentors, at-
tributing their success to the
hard work and guidance pro-
vided by the faculty. He fur-
ther encouraged the gradu-
ates to uphold the honor of
their alma mater and country,
both locally and internation-

¥
As afinal piece of advice,

Governor Tessori reminded
the graduates of the sacrifices

your parents worked tire-
lessly to bring vou here
it is now your respon-
sibility to follow in their
footsteps." he concluded
The convocation at Uni-
versity of Karachi under-
secored the institution's com-
mitment to  academic
excellence and celebrated
the achievements of its
graduating students
across diverse fields of
study. —RT/Agency
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CTD Officer Charged With
Kidnapping And Extortion

KARACHI: A Counter-
Terrorism  Department
(CTD) officer has been
booked for alleged kid-
napping and extortion,
media reported citing
sources.

According to sources, a
case  was  registered
against CTD Sub-Inspec-
tor Rafagat Shah at the
Tipo Sultan police station
for kidnapping youth from
a hotel and demanding a
ransom of Rs 4 lac.

Sources within CTD
said that the wvictim,
Jasim, was released after
the ransom was paid.
Rafagat Shah was sus-
pended on April 24 but a

high-rank officer issued
an order for his reinstate-
ment on May |, sources
added.

CTD sources revealed
that the AIG has requested
IG to cancel the order, and
a petition has been filed in
the Soldier Bazaar police
station to cancel the order.

In a separate incident,
Rangers personnel con-
ducted a raid at the
Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) office
and rescued an abducted
citizen from their posses-
sion.

The DIG CTD Asif
Aijaz Shaikh in a state-
ment stated that the CTD

officials had failed to re-
port the detained in
ual - who recently arrived
in Karachi from Irag - to
higher authorities and had
not officially recorded his
detention. He further dis-
closed that the CTD ini-
tially demanded a ransom
of Rs 500,000 from the vie-
tim's family, which was
later negotiated down to Rs
100,000,

As a result, the DIG
CTD announced the sus-
pension of four CTD offi-
cials, including the Station
House Officer (SHO), Sub-
Inspector, Assistant Sub-In-
spector (ASI), and a Con-

Malir journalists condole
with former MNA and
veteran publisher Kazi

Asad

Abid

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHL The journalists
community of Malir district
has offered its condolence
to former MNA and Chair-
man of the Ibrat Group,
Kazi Asad Abid over the
sad demise of his brother,
Kazi Afzal and his sister,
Feroza Sattar Abbasi all
within a span of 24 hours
last week. In this regard, the
President of Malir Press
Club Hanif Soomro, Vice
President Naz Shar, General
Secretary Syed Rahim
Shah, Joint Secretary Sajjad
Shajro, Raja Baloch, Asif
Qureshi, Jamil Chandio,
Ghulam Mustafa Abbasi,
Sanaullah Shaikh., Avaz
Bhagat, Irfan Memon,

Mukhtiar Chandio, Sarwar
Abbasi, Muhammad Khan
Kalmati, Abdul Rehman
Gabol and others extended
their heartfelt condolences
to Kazi Asad Abid. On the
occasion, Fateha was of-
fered for the eternal peace
of the departed souls.

Karachi Domestic
Worker Allegedly
Drugged And Pushed
From Third Floor

KARACHI: A female do-
mestic worker on Saturday
fell from the third floor of an
apartment in Clifton which
led 1o in her legs and arms
fractured, media reported on
Saturday.

The incident has raised
serious  concerns  and
prompted an investigation
by local authorities

The injured housemaid,
in a statement, claimed
she was drugged and
pushed from the apart-
ment. "I did not jump my-

self} someone pushed me
I am a domestic worker,"
she stated

According to the police
officials, the woman suf-
fered multiple fractures,
including broken bones in
both her legs and hands.

Meanwhile, the local au-
thorities are currently inves-
tigating the circumstances
surrounding the incident to
determine the veracity of
the housemaid's claims and
to ident hose responsi-
ble. —RT/Agency

Karachi's CBC Declares
Rain Emergency

KARACHI: In view of up-
coming monsoon spell, the
Cantonment Board Clifton
{CBC) of Karachi on Sarur-
day imposed rain emer-
gency in areas falling under
its jurisdiction by appoin-

ing special teams for timely §

drainage of rainwater.

A CBC spokesperson
said in a statement 1,288
staffers have been appointed
on special duties under its
rain emergency plan, in-
cluding 638 in seven sectors
for rain emergency while
630 other staffers will work
for the drainage of rainwa-
Ter

The board also sporred
low-lying areas which could
be affected after downpours,

there is a chance
ng at night Ac-
cording to the Met Office,
the weather in Karachi,
however, will continue to
remain hot and humid in the
next 24 hours —RT/Apency
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KARACHI: Muttahida Qaumi Movement Pnl(.istans (MOM-P) Rabita Committee’s
Se De Convener, Syed Mustafa Kamal is addressing a press conference at
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Muharram Security Measures:

Sindh Bans 143 Ulema And

KARACHI: The Sindh gov-
emment on Saturday banned
143 ulema and zakireen for

of Muharram, expected to
begin on July &

sued by the Sindh Home Dre-
partment, they will not be al-
lowed to travel or deliver a
speech for the next 60 days.
The order is applicable with
immediate effect.

"On recommendation
of the inspector general of
police, the speeches and
travel of 143 schelars and
zakirs hailing from 13 dis-
tricts have been banned."
the department said

It said the ban had been
imposed on them viewing
the law and order situation
during the Islamic month.

Muharram marks the
beginning of the Islamic
calendar, and it is re-
garded as one of the four
sacred Islamic months
Dwring this month, Hazrat
Tmam Hussain (RA), the
grandson of the Haoly
Prophet Mohammad
(SAWW), along with his
family members were
martyred

Faithful hold proces-
sions and majalis across

Zakireen F

6i) days as part of security |
measures during the month 2

As per a notification is- §

the country in Muharram
while religious scholars
address huge gatherings
amid tight security. with
thousands of law en-
forcers deployved to ensure
security.

To curb the spread of
hate material on the inter-
net, the provincial govern-
ments have sought the
suspension of six social
media applications for
about a week during
Muharram so that security
15 not compromisad

The Punjab govern-
ment cited the spread of
hate material and mi
formation as reasons
hind the move, The News
reported Friday

According to a Punjab
Home Department letter, a
meeting of the Standing

Committee of the Cabinet
on Law and Order was
convened to review secu-
rity and administrative
arrangements for Muhar-
ranm.

In this meeting, it was
decided to suspend social
media platforms, includ-
ing Facebook, Twitter,
Whats App. YouTube, Tik-
Tok and Instagram from
Muharram 6 to 11 to pre-
vent the dissemination of
hate material and misin-
formation, aiming to avert
sectarian violence

However, the federal
sovernment has not yet
taken any decision to sus-
pend internet services dur-
ing Muharram, a
spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Interior Friday
said. —RT/Agency

KARACHI: The Travel
Agents Association of Pak-
istan (TAAP) has declared
the recent increase in taxes
on air tickets as illegal, star-
ing that the sharp rise has
plunged the industry into a
severe crisis.

held at their office, former
chairman and member of the
executive commitiee
Nadeem Sharif emphasized
that the industry could face
destruction due o these
Measires

APJC Chairman
Muhammad Hanif Ranch
criticized the government's

days, asserting that they
have violated existing
laws. He labeled the tax in-
creases as arbitrary and
detrimental to the rravel
and tourism sector

TAAP  officials  ex-

During a press conference |

actions over the past five s

pressed deep concerns over
the impact of the tax hike
on air tickets, noting that
bookings  for economy
class rickers abroad have
d by 1350%, while
class ricker prices
have increased by 40%
The association warned
that these measures could
lead to the defaulr of nu-
merous travel agencies
across the country.

TAAP Opposes Latest Tax
Hike On Air Ticket

Travel agents nation-
wide are currently protest-
ing against the govern-
ment's decision,
highlighting the dire finan-
cial strain placed on the in-
dustry. The association has
called for immediate inter-
vention to prevent further
damage and to safeguard
the livelihoods of those de-
pendent on the travel and
tourism sector—RT

Special teams have been as-
signed for  performing
specifics tasks in DHA
Phase-I to Phase VIII
Clifton Block 8, 9 and the
market area

It added that heavy ma-
chinery would be deployved
in the affected areas
whereas, additional teams
would be deputed at com-
mercial avenues of Khaya-
ban-e-Shujaat, Khayaban-e-
S hehbaz

Khayaban-e-Badar and
Khayaban-e-Tarig.  The
CBC  teams will be

equipped with 1,000-3,000-
gallon water bowsers and
powerful  pumps  for
drainage purposes, the
spokesperson  concluded.
Strong monscon currents
from the Arabian Sea and
Bay of Bengal are penetrat-
ing the upper and central
parts of the country. A fresh
westerly wave is affecting
most upper and central parts
of the country, according to
the Pakistan Meteorological
Department's (PMD})
weather report issued today.
Residents of the provincial
capital have longed for a
break from the sweltering
temperatures that have re-
cently gnipped the city. But,
so far, Karachi has only re-
ceived drizzle in some areas
which improved the weather
but was still not enough to
break the heat spell

The PMD said earlier
today that despite the pre-

stable —RT/Agency

diction of hot weather in the

3. Single

the office of the De

Staeqe One Envi
Competitive Bidding. Seal

INVITATION FOR BIDS

TENDER FOR PROVISION OF AIR COOLED ELECTRICAL RENTAL

CHILLERS AT KARACHI EXPO CENTER

Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), an authonity established for promotion of
trade and business, under the Ministry of Commerce, invites sealed bids from firms registered
with, Income Tax and Sales Tax Departments and who are on Active Taxpayers List of the
Federal Board of Revenue and qualified in all respects, as service provider for supply and
installation of air cooled rental cooling systems at Karachi Expo Centre.

2. Bidding documents, containing detailed terms and conditions, method of procurement,
procedure for submission of bids, bid security, bid validity, opening of bid, evaluation criteria,
clarification / rejection of bids, performance guarantee etc. are available for the interested
bidders at EPADS website of PPRA. The bidding documents fees of Rs.3,000/- through pay
order in favour of "Account Officer, TDAP, Karachi Expo Centre" may be submitted along with
Technical & Financial Bid, at the time of Bid submission.

elope Procedure as per PPRA rule 36(@:\1)
led Bid proposal should accompany a bid security
&rcant (2%) of the bid amount in the shape of pay order / bank draft in favour of Trade
velopment Authority of Pakistan.
4, The bids, prepared in accordance with instructions in the bidding documents, must reach at
ty Director (Expo), Trade Development Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), 8th
Floor, Block-A, FTC Building, Shahrah-e-Faisal, Karachi on or before 11:00 AM on 17th July,
2024, Bids will be opened the same day at 11:30 AM. This advertisement is also available on
EPADS & TDAP websites.

5. Trade Development Authority of Pakistan reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to
annul the bidding process at any time, however, reasons for rejection or annulling bid process
will be communicated to the concerned bidder(s) in accordance with the Procurement Rules.

Deputy Director, (Expo Centre)
Tel: 021-99232668
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan

MINISTRY OF COMMERCE GOVER NMEN T OF PA KISTAN
Block-A, 3¢ Floor, Finance & Trade Centre, Shahrah-e-Faisal,

Karachi-75350

would be used for Open
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Khaqgan, Miftah Launch Their

ISLAMABAD: Ending
months of speculation about
the formation of a new polit-
ical party, former Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leaders, Shahid
Khagan Abbasi and Miftah
Ismail launched * Awam Pak-
istan,” with a pledge to
change the govemnance sys-
tem of the country and deny
political space to  the
"tainted" politicians.

"Politicians with tainted
reputations won't be a part of
Awaam  Pakistan.”  said
Khagan, who served as
prime minister during the
PML-N's 2013-18 stint in
power, at the press confer-
ence in Islamabad flanked by
Miftah and ex-PML-N leader
Mehtab Abbasi.

The party's launch came
months after Khagan and Is-
mail parted ways from the
ruling party following their
differences with the leader-
ship

Giving rise to specula-
fions about a new political
platform, Khagan in April
approached the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) for the registration of

New Pa

anew party.

In a hard-hitting press
conference today, the former
prime minister bashed the in-
cumbent government, saying
that those won elections on
the basis of “Form-47" —
reference to the alleged ma-
nipulation in the election re-
sults — can't build the coun-

g

"We are just concerned
about power, not about the
country. Parties keep form-
ing in Pakistan for specific
purposes,” he said, adding
that they had not invited any-
one o join the newly-
launched Awam Pakistan

party.
Electables are part of the

—

he added.

Without naming anyone,

the ex-prime minister sa
that he and his fellow leaders
remained a part of a particu-
lar political party in good or
bad times but couldn’t be a
part of it anymore just for the
sake of power.
"The government consists
of & handful of elites who
don't want to change the sys
tem,” Khagan added

Speaking at the occasion,
Miftah came hard on the ex-
isting syste the country
saying that "predatory” set-
up cannol continue.

"Are you running East
India Company,” he said.

L

adding that the "system of
the hunter and the hunted
cannot continug".

Lambasting the federal
government for its budget for
the fiscal year 2024-25, the
ex-finance czar said that
those eamning  merely
Rs50.000 per month are
asked to pay tax, but no tax
is demanded from the one
owning thousands of acres of
land.

"The tax on the salaried
class has been doubled in the
budget [...] the middle class
is being crushed." Miftah
said, stressing that the budget
in essence is a reflection of
the ruling elite's priorities.

The ex-minister's com-
menis refer o the tax-heavy
Finance Bill 2024, which
was assented by President
Asif Ali Zardari last week,
wherein the government has
set out a challenging tax rev-
enue target of Rsl3 trillion
for the year starting July 1,
up about 40% from the cur-
rent year to strengthen the
case for a new rescue deal
with the Intemational Mone-
tary Fund (IMF).

The rise in the tax target

is made up of a 48% increase
in direct taxes and a 35%
hike in indirect taxes over re-
vised estimates of the current
year. Non-tax revenue, in-
cluding petroleum levies, is
seen increasing by a whop-
ping 64%.

Referring to the recently
announced  anti-terrorism
drive "Operation Azm-e-Is-
tehkam,” the politician said:
"Today we are going to con-
duct another operation [...]
why these operations are
needed again and again be-
cause you cannot end
poverty."

His remarks come as the
federal cabinet last week ap-
proved the launch of the
counter-terrorism operation
following the National Ac-
tion Plan's Central Apex
Committee's recommenda-
tions to root out militance
from the country.

With opposition parties
voicing concerns over the
anti-terror  operation, the
government has decided w0
convene an all-parties con-
ference (APC) "o gain polit-
ical parties’ confidence” over
its decision. —RT/Agency

New Era of Pak-China Cooperation
To Boost Economic Prosperity And
Regional C

7

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Saturday said that a
new era of cooperation with
China commenced in areas of
information  technology,
communication, minerals
and mining; and energy
which would boost economic
progress, regional connectiv-
ity and the bilateral ties.

Chairing a meeting to re-
view implementation of
agreements and MOUs be-
tween the two countries
reached during PM’s recent
visit to China, the prime min-
ister said that he would not
tolerate any disruption in the
implementation of the same,
declaring that he would per-
sonally supervise the process.

Refernng to time-tested
Pak-China fnendship, he said
that China had always sup-
ported Pakistan in difficult
and hard times.

“China has emerged as
the strongest  economic
power and Pakistan can em-
ulate from its development,”
he added.

The prime minister ob-
served that recently a delega-
tion of Chinese shoes manu-
facturing ¢ i had

PTI Cancels Islamabad
Rally, Files Contempt Plea
Against Administration

ISLAMABAL: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on Sat-
urday called off its Islamabad
rally and moved the Islam-
abad High Court (THC) seek-
ing contempt of court pro-
ceedings  aganst  those
responsible for the suspen-
sion of the no objection cer-
tificate (NOC) in this regard

The former ruling party
had announced to hold a rally
on Saturday in the Tamol

area in the outskirts of the &

federal capital and had filed a
petition in the THC seeking
permission for its rally.

In response, THC's Babar
Sattar on June 26 directed the
party and the city's adminis-
tration 1o amicably sort out
the issue after which the
deputy commissioner al-
lowed the PTI o hold its
rally.

However, Islamabad
Chief Commissioner
Muhammad Ali Randhawa
later suspended the NOC cit-
ing the beginning of the
month of Muharram and se-
curity concerns along with
complaints lodged by the
local people.

The chief commissioner,
in a lerter dated July 5, said
that the police on Wednesday
confirmed  recovering a
heavy cache of weapons and
amimunition

Stressing that an intelli-
gence-based operation (IBOY)
was still underway in Tamol,
the official highlighted insuf-
ficient manpower to secure a

local Tmam Bargah and the
rally at the same time, partic-
ularly in Muharram

The intelligence agencies,
he added, had shared infor-
mation about the presence of
security threats in the area
durnng this month.

Apart from the security
threat, he said residents of
Tarnol also conveved their
concems over permission for
the public gathering in the
area.

Hence, Randhawa said he
deemed it "expedient in the
public interest to suspend the
NOC 1ill Chehlum”.

In its petition filed in the
IHC, the party said the Islam-
abad DC apprised the court
on July 4 thar the NOC had
been issued

Nevertheless, the plea
added, the PTI leaders gor to
know about the NOC's sus-
pension through the Islam-
abad Police’s post via its of-
ficial handle on social media
plarform X
It further argued that sus-

pension of the NOC for the
public gathering despite the
court order amounted to con-
tempt of the court. Henee, it
said, the court should take
tion against violators of its
order and issue an order for
haolding the rally.

Meanwhile, the chief
commissioner, DC, inspector
general, Tamol police sta-
tion's station house officer
(SHO) and others have been
made parties in the case.
Talking to media in the
IHC premises, PT1 Chairman
Barrister Gohar Khan an-
nounced calling off the rally
and said: “Commissioner
does not have the authority 1©
suspend the notification is-
sued on the high court order”
The politician further
maintained that a hearing on
their contempt plea could not
be held due to the judge’s ab-
sence. He also announced
to share the next course
of action after their polit-
ical commitree's meet-
ing —RT/Agency

PM Orders Action Against
Officials, Employees Of
Power Companies Over

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-

ter Muhammad Shehbaz |

Sharif on Saturday directed
for initiation of proceedings
against those officers and
personnel of the power distri-
bution companies who were
found sending extra units in
the electricity bills of con-
sumers.

The prime minister di-
rected the power division to
suspend such officials of
power distribution compa-
nies, besides ordering the

Excess Units

Federal I n Agency

to launch investigation into
these matters.

The prime  minister
chaired a meeting regarding
reforms in power sector and
solansation process, PM Of-
fice Media Wing said in a
press release. The meeting
was attended by Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Ishag
Dar, federal ministers, Jam
Kamal Khan, Sardar Awais
Khan Leghari, Ahsan Igbal,
Ahad Khan Cheema, At-
taullah Tarar, Minister of
State Ali Pervaiz Malik and
relevant  semior  officials.
The prime minister said that

plary  puni
should be given to those offi-
cials who had included extra
units in the monthly bills of
consumers with their anti-
public attitude, besides un-
masking them who had sent
extra units to the protected
Cconsumers category, using
less than 200 units per
maonth. During the meeting,
the prime minister directed
for accelerating efforts over
renewable energy for power
generation, adding that Pak-
istan could no longer afford
to generate power on im-
ported fuel. He also ex-
pressed his resolve not to
pass on the buck to the poor

W

segment of society of the
wrong polici easures of
the past. The prime minister
said that the consumers
would get relief in their
monthly bills after utilization
of affordable renewable en-
ergy resources for power
wgeneration. He directed for
immediate closure of dys-
functional government-run
power units and those which
had been producing expen-
sive electricity.  The prime
minister observed that the
world was generating power
by using renewable energy,
adding in Pakistan, there was
immense capacity to produce
solar power. —RT/Agency

Omar Ayub's
Resignation
Rejected On

Imran’s Directives

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’  (PTI)
Chairman Barrister Gohar
Ali Khan, following di-
rectives from founding
chairman Imran Khan,
has announced that Omar
Ayub Khan's resignation
as central secretary gen-
eral has not been ac-
cepted.

Omar Ayub Khan has
been directed to continue
his duties as central sec-
retary general. The PTI
parliamentary party and
core committee had also
expressed full confidence
in Ayub

The  parliamentary
party and core committee
unanimeusly passed reso-
lutions  recommending
that founding chairman
Imran Khan and chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
not accept Ayub’s resig-
nation

Imran  Khan also
lauded Ayub's services
and sacrifices for PTI

The parliamentary
party PTI showed last

maonth disagreement over
party’s founding chai
man Imran Khan’s deci-
sion 1o accept the resigna-
tion of PTI's secretary
general Omar Ayub, urg-
ing him to take a U-turn
and reappoint Ayub on the
post.

The party’s parliamen-
tary faction's demand
came within 24 hours
after the incarcerated PTI
founder endorsed the de-
cision of Ayub, who is
also the leader of the op-
position in the National
Assembly, 1o step down
from his party position

Confusion  prevailed
within PTI ranks over
Ayub’s resignation amid
reports of rifts in PTL On
the one hand, the party
announced that it would
take out rallies for the re-
lease of the parny
supremo. On the other
hand, the secretary gen-
eral left the key party po-
sition so that he could
focus on parliamentary
affairs —RT/Agency

Revocation Of PTI's
Rally Permission Purely
An Administrative
Matter: Rana Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD: Advisor
to Prime Minister on Po-
litical Affairs and Inter-
Provincial Coordination
{IPC) Rana Sanaullah said
on Saturday that the can-
cellation of permission for
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
{PTI) rally is purely an ad-
ministrative matter,

Holding rallies and
mobilizing people are the
essence of democracy.
However, PTI should con-
sider the sensitivity of the
time (Muharram) before
calling for a rally, he said
while talking to a private
news channel.

The local administra-
tion would have a proper
Justification as to why
they revoked the permis-
sion, he added

During  Muharram,
when the administration
was fully occupied with
ensuring security for the
Processions, it was unwise

to gather people for other
events, he further added.

In response to a query
about the All Party Con-
ference (APC). he men-
tioned that the gowvern-
ment has invited all
stakeholders to participate

in it —RT/Agency

visited Pakistan with regard
o relocation of their plants in
Pakistan. adding that such
companies had the capacity
to invest about 5 10 § hillion
dollars in Pakistan. PM Of-
fice Media Wing said in a
press release.

He said that the local
shoes manufacturers associa-
tion was in constant contact
with the Chinese companies
in this regard,

Moreover, he said about
12 renowned Chinese com-

o

onnectivity: PM
= = =

panies related to agriculture
sector would be taking very
active part in the Food and
Agri Expo being held in Pak-
istan.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Pnme Minister
and Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar, federal
ministers  including  Jam
Kamal Khan, Attaullah Tarar,
Abdul Aleem Khan, Sardar
Awais Khan Leghari. Dr Mu-
sadik Malik, Rana Tanvir
Hussain, Muhammad Au-
rangzeb, Ahsan Igbal, Minis-
ter of State Shaza Fatima
Khawaja, PM’s Special As-
sistant Tarig Fatemi, Deputy
Chairman Planning Comimis-
sion Jahanzaib Khan and rel-
evant authorities

The prime minister also
reviewed progress on send-
ing a total of 1,000 Pakistani
students  on  government
scholarships to China for
seeking the latest training in
the agriculture sector.

He also directed for send-
ing of students from the
backward areas of Balochis-
tan province on priority
basis, besides other students
fi the four provinces,
Gilgit Baltistan and Azad

Kashmir on merit.

The prime minister fur-
ther directed for sending of
students in the upcoming ed-
ucational semester.

The meeting was apprised
that owing to the agreements
and MoUs signed during
prime minister’s recent visit,
more than 10 Chinese com-
panies were in contact with
the Pakistani counterparts for
the business and investment
purposes. The meeting was
also informed by the ministry
of IT on the progress made
for imparting of technical
training. one-stop operation
for business facilitation,
smart govemance and smart
city by Huawei to a total of
3,00.000 students. The prime
minister directed WAPDA
authorities for the establish-
ment of safe center for the
foolproof security arrange-
ments of Chinese nationals
working on Dasu and Diamer
Ehasha dams. He asked for
immediate implementation of
all directives. The prime
minister was also apprised of
the progress on different
projects related to communi-
cation infrastructure, power
and Gwacdar, —RT/Agency

PM Congratulates Masoud
Pezeshkian On Winning
Iran’s Presidential Election

ISLAMABAD Prime
Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif on Saturday
extended congratulations
to Dr Masoud Pezeshkian
on his victory in Iran’s
presidential elections.

“1 look forward to
warking closely with Pres-
ident-elect Dr Pezeshkian
o further swrengthen Pak-
istan-Iran bilateral ties and
promote regional peace

and stability,” the prime countries, Pakistan and for

cial “X" account.

He said as neighboring must ensure a bright furure added

historic relationship. “We

our

mwo  peoples
minister wrote on his offi- Iran enjoyed a close and through mutually benefi-

cial cooperation,” he

RT/Agency

PTI's Ali Muhammad Khan
Criticizes Marwat For
Imran Khan Criticism

ISLAMABAD: PTI MNA
Ali Muhammad Khan put
party maverick Sher Afzal
Marwat on blast on Saturday
after a video surfaced of him
seemingly criticising party
founder Imran Khan

The PTI MNA, who is
known for causing controver-
sies, has previously accused
both the US and Saudi Ara-
bia of conspiring to topple
the PTI govemment. The PTI
had publicly distanced itself
from his remarks while Mar-
wat had chalked them off as
his personal opinion, even as
he continued to stick to them.

In February, the PTI had
issued a show-cause notice to
Marwat over rema-tks
against party leader Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan that had trig-
gered a controversy within
the party.

He was issued a second
show-cause notice in May for
violating the party’s code of

conduet and hurting its inter-
ests through his remarks
against senior party leaders

Omar Ayub and Shibli
Faraz — and Saudi Arabia
Marwat was also removed
from the party’s core and po-
litical committees on Imran’s
direction following the mav-
erick’s  statements about
Sandi Arabia

A video doing the rounds
on social media today, osten-
sibly a snippet from an inter-
view with journalist Abrar
Qureshi, showed Marwat
saying: “Khan did wrong
with me” and that Imran’s
decisions hurt the party.

About a public protest
call, Marwat could be heard
saying: “Khan had to make
this decision and he delayed
it. If he had decided to take
people out and to do it after
Eidul Fitr then everyone
would've known that Imran
wants [people] to et out and

that everyone has been as-
signed duties,” adding that
the move would have sepa-
rated those who complied
and those who did not with
the PTI founder’s order.

“Till now, Imran has not
officially conveyed or an-
nounced any decision that the
people come out for the re-
covery of the mandate or his
freedom or that of the judici-
ary. Khan should have de-
cided this,” Marwat said

His social media team
posted a message from him
saying: “This video is edited
When the entire interview is
broadcast, you will see it
yourself.”

On his own X account, he
said that his interview in
London was not how it was
being presented.

“I complained about my
treatment but never com-
pared myself to Khan
sahib.—RT/Agency

Tarar Questions Credibility of Awam
Pakistan Party’s Founders

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information and
Broadeasting Attaullah Tarar
on Saturday questioned the
credibility of founders of the
newly launched political
party named as Awam Pak-
1stan.

The minister, reacting fo
their presser held at the
launching ceremony, said it

that was “full of contradic-
tions™, he maimtained.

Referning to former prime
minister Shahid Khagan Ab-
basi and ex-finance minister
Miftah lsmail, he asked how
could a person without “loy-
alty” could do the “politics of
ethics”

Tronically, those who de-
liverd “speeches with full of

ions™ had

was nothing but a

T

of investors who had billions

of rupee in their possession.
The presser was a repeat

telecast of the old narrative

in the power and enjoyed
perks and privileges in the
past, Tarar noted.

The minister said the pub-

lic would ask them why they
were silent while being in the
highest offices of the country.
Why the announcements
made today were not imple-
mented by them while being
in the offices of the prime
minister and minister of fi-
nance and petroleum, he
questioned.

“On the one hand, they
say that power is not their
destination and at the same
time they also declare them-
selves as the Me: Tarar
wondered —RT/Agency
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