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Justice Aalia Neelum Makes
History As First Female Top
Judge At Lahore High Court

ISLAMABAD: Justice
Aalia Neelum has been
nominated as the chief jus-
tice (CJ) of the Lahore High
Court (LHC) in a first event
of a woman judge being
named for the post. sources
said on Tuesday

The jurist was unani-
mously nominated by the
Judicial Commission of
Pakistan (JCP) during a
meeting headed by Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi
Faez Isa earlier in the day.

Ju Aalia is third in
the seniority list of the LHC
after the elevation of former
LHC CJ Malik Shahzad
Ahmad Khan and Justice
Shahid Bilal Hassan to the
Supreme Court

After Justice Shahzad's

A

elevation, Justice Shujaat
Ali Khan had been ap-
pointed as the acting CJ for
the high court by President
Asif Ali Zardari under Arti-
cle 196,

Meanwhile, Justice
Shafi Muhammad Siddigui

was also unanimously nom-

inated for post of Sindh
High Court (SHC) top
judge. The slot was vacated
after former SHC CJ Aqeel
Ahmed Abbasi's elevation
as a top court judge with
Justice Shahzad and Justice
Shahid carlier this
month —RT/Agency

Court Grants Pre-Arrest Bail
To Bushra Bibi In Landmark
£190 Million Reference Case

RAWALPINDI: An account-
ability court on Tuesday
granted former premier
Imran Khan's wife Bushra
Bibi pre-arrest bail in a £190
million corruption reference

In December, the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
(NAB) had filed a corruption
reference against Khan and
seven others, including his
wife, in connection with the
Al-Qadir University Project
Trust. The case alleged that
Khan and Bushra Bibi ob-
tained billions of rupees and
land worth hundreds of
kanals from Bahria Town Ld
for legalising Rs30 billion
that was identified and re-
tumed to the country by the
UK during the previous PTI
govermment.

The reference filed by
NAB further alleged that
Khan, whoe is currently in
jail, played a “pivotal role in
the illicit ransfer of funds
meant for the state of Pak-
istan into an account desig-
nared for the payment of land
by Bahria Town, Karachi™. It
also claimed that despie
being given multiple oppor-
tunities 1o justify and provide
information, the accused de-
liberarely, with mala fide in-
tention, refused to give infor-
mation on one prefext or
another.

Khan and his wife were
indicted in the case by
Rawalpindi accountability

=

court on February 27, a day
after the Islamabad High
Court (THC) had issued no-
tices 1o NAB on the couple’s
post-arrest bail plea in the
saAme case.

As of March 13, Khan,
Bushra bibi, property tycoon
Malik Riaz, his son Ahmed
Ali Riaz, former accountabil-
ity czar Mirza Shahzad
Akbar, Farhar Shahzadi (also
known as Farah Khan), and
Zulfi Bukhari had been nom-
inated as accused people in
the reference. Except for the
ex-premier and his wife, the
rest have been declared pro-
claimed offenders.

In May, the THC had ap-
proved Imran’s bail applica-
tion in the case, setring ir ar
Rslm

Accountability  court

judge Muhammad Ali War-

raich conducred a hearing
lated to the case today
which lawyers Salman Saf-

e

dar, Zahir Abbas Chaudhry,
and Usman Riaz Ghul ap-
peared in court on behalf” of
the married couple. Mean-
while, NAB Prosecutor Gen-
eral Sardar Mazhar Abbasi,
Amjad Parvez, Irfan Bhola,
and others appeared on the
watchdog's behalf

During the hearing,
Bushra Bibi's lawyers sub-
mitted a bail request for her
in the case.

Meanwhile, Abbasi ar-
gued that the request was not
merited since her arrest was
not sought in the case and nor
had any warrants been issued
1o this effect, adding that the
watchdog had previously
maintained this position as
well The judge reserved his
verdict decision on the bail
application after the com-
pletion of arguments by
both sides and later ap-
proved the request after a
brief recess. —RT/Agency

Veteran Publisher Kazi Afzal

Abid Passes Away

KARACHI Kazi Afzal
Abid, the son of the late ex-
Federal Minister Kazi Abdul
Majeed Abid and a veteran
publisher, has passed away
at the age of 82 in Karachi
Kazi Afzal was a prominent
figure in the political and
publishing spheres of Pak-
istan, known for his signifi-
cant contributions to the
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) during its early years.
He was the former PPP
president of Hyderabad City
and played a pivotal role in
the party's formative
growth.

Kazi Afzal Abid was the
older brother of several no-
table personalities, includ-
ing former PPP MNA Kazi
Asad Abid of the Ibrat
Group, prominent business-
man Kazi Amjad Abid Ab-
basi, and former Speaker of
the National Assembly and
ex-Federal Minister Dr.
Fehmida Mirza. His ex-
tended family includes in-
fluential figures such as his
brother-in-law, former
Sindh Home Minister Dr.
Zulfigar Mirza, his nephew
and PPP's Leader of the Op-
position in the Cantonment
Board Hyderabad, Kazi
Ashhad Abbasi, former Se-
nior Sindh  Minister Pir

jad Akbar. He was also the

Mazhar ul Hag, Imran Ab-
basi of PPL, and Regional
Times™ Publisher Kazi Saj-

nephew of the late Kazi Mo-
hammad Akbar, former
Sindh Education Minister
and Ambassador to Portu-
wal Kazi Afzal is survived
by his wife, Najma Afzal,
his sons Dr. Mozam Abbasi
and Kazi Khurram Abbasi
and their spouses, his
daughter Uzma Hussain and
her husband Zia Hussain, a
prominent businessman in
Islamabad, along with sev-
eral grandchildren and ex-
tended family members of
the Kazi/Abbasi family of
Hyderabad

At 82

-

The funeral prayers for
Kazi Afzal Abid will be held
today, Wednesday, July 3,
2024, after Asr prayers at
Masgjid Sakina Sultan, on
Khayaban haheen, near
The Pla DHA Phase
/I, followed by his burial
at the DHA Phase VIII
graveyard near the Emaar
Project.

A soyem will be held on
Thursday, July 4, 2024, at
the family’s residence at
Housge Mumber 93/1 Khaya-
ban-¢-Muslim, Phase VI,
DHA Karachi, between Asr
and Maghrib. The family re-
quests all well-wishers to
recite a Dua for the departed
soul -RT

Afghan Taliban, PaKistani
Diplomats Meet In Doha.Amid
Terrorism Dispute

DOHA: In a fresh diplo-
matic engagement after
Islamabad announced an
operation against
Afghanistan-based ter-
rorists, an Afghan Tal-
iban delegation headed

by Afghan interim gov- §

ernment's spokesperson

Zabihullah Mujahid met ‘

Pakistani diplomats on
the sidelines of the Doha-
111 conference.

Pakistan and
Afghanmistan enjoved
close and brotherly ties

as South Asian neigh- [

bours which lately be-
come strained due to fre-
quent cross-border
attacks largely carried
out by the banned outfit
Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan { TTP) — which,
according to Pakistan's
security officials, oper-
ates from the Afghan
soil.

The Afghan interim
government's representa-
tives are currently visit-
ing Doha to attend talks
1o "discuss increasing en-
gagement with
Afghanistan and a more
coordinated response to
the country, including
economic  issues and

counter-narcotics  ef-
forts”
They were due to

meet UN officials and
over 20 envoys, includ-
ing the US special repre-
sentative to Afghanistan
as the international com-
munity grappled with its
approach to Kabul's new

rulers., according to
Reuters.
During their visit,

. ’ £

EA TS [ 7
Pakistani Ambassador to
Qatar Muhammad Agjaz
hosted a dinner for the
Afghan Taliban delega-
tion at his residence in
Doha which was attended
by senior diplomats. in-
cluding Pakistan's Spe-
cial Representative on
Afghanistan Asif Durrani
and the country's Deputy
Head of Mission in
Kabul Ubaid Ur Rehman
Mizamani

osted photos
asion on X
(formerly Twitter) while
welcoming and hosting
the Taliban representa-
tives where they dis-
cussed developments at
the "Doha-111 conference,
bilateral and regional is-
sues”

The Pakistani envoy
to OQatar also reacted to
the recent meeting on X,
saying: "Very delighted
to have hosted tonight
the AIG [Afghanistan in-
terim government] and

FoAEN

Sl X X -
Pakistan delegations at-
tending the Doha-IIT
[conference].”

"Both remain neigh-
bours and brothers and
have a lot in common, in-
cluding a strong desire
for regional peace and
security,” Aejaz added.
was an "unusual
" between both
sides, diplomatic sources
told meia, adding that the
Taliban representatives
also met an Indian dele-
gation in Doha

The sources said that
the latest diplomatic en-
gagement was held in a
“positive environment"
in which the representa-
tives of the Afghan in-
terim government
thanked Islamabad for
supporting Kabul's
stance in the Doha con-
ference, as well as the
latter’s backing on a na-
tional level

Muijahid wrote on the
microblogging website

5

tetyiew with BBC Urdu,
rebuked the Afghanistan
government for mactron
dgainst militants along
the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border, despite repeated
requests made by the
Pakistan goyernment.
The defernige.czar. in
another inferview with
the Woice of America
{VoA), said that under
Operation Azm-e-Is-
tehkam, Pakistan could
target terrorist hideouts
across the border in
Afghanistan. He had also
dismissed the possibility
of negotiations with the

arding the meeting,
‘e had a very good
ening  meeting  with
Pakistan's special repre-
sentative Asif Durrani,
the ambassador and con-
suls in Doha.”

"We thank them for
their hospitality and hope
for good and constructive
relations for both coun-
tries,” he added

From a diplomatic
point of view, the high-
ups’  gathering  from
neighbouring South
Asian states is an appar-
ent move to improve re-
lations by discussing b
lateral issues The federal
government last week ap-
proved a fresh operation
— Operation Azm-e-Is-
tehkam — a reinvigo-
rated and re-energ
national counter-ter
ism drive, to eliminate
terrorism from the coun-
try. A few davs back, Fed-
eral Minister for Defence
Khawaja Asif, in an in-

a

outlawed TTP.

Amid concerns over
the impacts of the newly-
launched operation,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif clarified that it
was not a large-scale mil-
itary operation and that
there would be no popu-
lation displacement. Dur-
ing the Afghan Taliban's
rule, Pakistan had carried
out antelligence-based
operations (1BOs) in the
border regions inside
Afghanistan against ter-
rorists belonging to Hafiz
Gul Bahadur Group in
March, which was re-
sponsible for the March
16 attack in Mir Ali,
North Waziristan and
multiple other terrorist
attacks in the country.

However, the Afghan
interim government
rongly reacted to the
"air strikes" and warned
that it "does not allow
anyone to compromise
security by using Afghan
territory” —RT/Agency

Rana Asserts: Only Politics Can
Govern The Country

ISLAMABAD: Advisor
to Prime Minister on Po-
litical Affairs and Inter-
Provincial Coordination
{IPC) Rana Sanaullah
said that the country can
only be run through poli-
tics and paolitical parties
Addressing a seminar
on  Tuesday, Rana
Sanaullah urged the peo-
ple to dispel the impres-
sion that politics is a neg-

ative word

Imran Accuses
Intelligence Agency
Of Meddling In
Jail Affairs

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-¢-Insaf (PTI) found-
ing chairman Imran Khan
has criticised the alleged in-
terference of the Inter-Ser-
wvices Intelligence (ISI) in
civilian matt n an infor-
mal media talk inside Adiala
Jail today, the incarcerated
former prime minister said,
"We have filed a petition in
court questioning the pres-
ence of ISI Majors and
Colonels in Adiala Jail. ""The
IST has no authority in civil
matters or judiciary interfir-
ence. The prison superinten-
dent is following IS1 orders,
leading to the transfer of two

officers to ensure no leniency

is shown to me."

Talking about the results
of the February general ¢le
tiens, the PTI founder ex-
pressed confusion stating,
"Five months have passed
since the elections, and 1 still
do not know who won or
lost."He also spoke about the
recent resolution by the US
Congress on alleged election
irregularities in  Pakistan
highlighting  that it had
passed with 85% support.

"Even the most powerful
Tsraeli lobby has never man-
aged such a resolution. The
US conducted thorough re-
search before approving this
resolution” —RT/Agency

“When a person faces

injustice or inequality, we
say that politics is being
done with him,” Rana
Sana said

“We all should be clear
in it that this country can
only be run through poli-

tics,” said the veteran
politician
He added that we

should move forward in
form of a movement and
there is a dire need 1o

hange in ourselves.
I'he provineial sports
come in the ambit of
Inter-Provincial Coordi-
nation ministry and it
needs drastic changes, he
ded
“Athlete Arshad
Nadeem achieved success
withour any support and it
was his personal struggle
thar made him a star,” he
said —RT/Agency
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MOURNERS:
Najma Afzal (Wife)

With a heavy heart, we inform about the loss of our beloved Brother/Father

KAZI AFZAL ABID

who passed away this Afternoon the 02nd JULY 2024.
The Funeral Prayers shall take place, Today
(Wednesday, 03rd JULY 2024 after the Asr Prayers
at Masjid Sakina Sultan, Khayaban-e-Shaheen and
Burial will take place at the DHA Phase-VIll Graveyard.

SOYEM will be held on (Thursday) 4th JULY '24 at
his residence, House No: 93/1, Khayaban-e-Muslim
Phase VI, DHA, Karachi between Asar and Maghrib.

Mona and Dr. Kazi Moazam Abbasi (Son)
Umaima and Kazi Khurram Abbasi (Son)
Uzma (Daughter) and Zia Hussain

Kazi Asad Abid (Brother)

Kazi Amjad Abid (Brother)

Dr. Fehmida (Sister) & Dr. Zulfigar Mirza
All Grandchild b

of the K

& Family M

i Family




REGIZENAL TI

THE

HEARTLAND

HYDERABAD: Sindh M

san Zardari presented shields to the po

ister for Prisons, Work and Service Department, Ali Has-
m holders during the passing out parade

ceremony of the 18th Basic Training Course for Prison Constables and Lady Prison |5
Constables held at the Sindh Prisons Staff Training Institute-RT

Nisar Khuhro accuses MQM
Pakistan of conspiring for
Jinnahpur’s formatlon

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: Nisar Khuhro,
President of the Pakistan
People's Party Sindh, has lev-
cled serious accusations
against MOM Pakistan, al-
leging a conspiracy o revive
the controversial " Jinnahpur”
issue in Sindh's history. In a
conference. Khuhro
ized the recent appoint-
ment of a Governor from the
Muslim League-N as part of
what he called an intemal un-
derstanding with MOM Pak-
istan.

Khuhro asserted, “The
blame on Shaheed Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto for dividing the
country was propagated by
MOM, which now conspires
to sow division within
Sindh." He pointed to histor-
ical grievances and alleged
criminal activities of MOM
Pakistan, which he claimed
are orchestrated from Lon-
don,

Further

addressing

MOM Pakistan's pol
alliances, Khuhro accu
the party of supporting fig-
ures like Pervez Musharraf,
Imran Khan, and PML-N,
while remaining silent on
issues like the abolition of
the quota system. He also
remarked that the people of
Karachi no longer support
MOM and its leader Altaf
Hussain, attributing this to
current circumstances sur-

rounding Hussain
residents  of

Karachi are discerning and
see through MOM's tac-
tics,” Khuhro concluded

This statement from
Nisar Khuhro marks a sig-
nificant escalation in the
political tensions between
PPP and MOM Pakistan,
highlighting  deep-rooted
mistrust  and  historical
grievances

TDAP Sukkur Hosts
Seminar on Handicrafts to
Boost Exports

SUKKUR: The Trade
Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP)
Sukkur held an aware-
ness seminar to explore
and promote the handi-
craft potential of the re-
gion. The event aimed w
connect local artisans
with national exporters to
unlock and enhance ex-
pOIT opportunities.

The seminar, organ-
ized in collaboration with
the Sindh Rural Support
Organization  (SRSO),
Sukkur Chamber of
Commerce & I[ndustry
(8CCI), Srate Bank of
Pakistan {SBP) Sukkur,
Sindh TEVTA Sukkur,
Institute of Cost and
hManagement Accoun-
rants {ICMA) Sukkur,
WOTNen entrepreneurs, ac-
ademia, and the Commis-
sioner Office Sukkur Di-
vision, was inaugurated
by the Commissioner of
Sukkur Division. He
commended TDAP for
facilitating such initia-
tives at the local level
and encouraged the arti-
sans who had traveled
from various remaote
areas of upper Sindh

The Chief Executive
Officer of SRSO high-
lighted that the organiza-
tion supports around 1.5
million women artisans,
with 6,000 registered

under Craft Enterprises
Development  (CED),
generating local sales
worth Rs 15 million from
July 2023 to June 2024,
He emphasized the need
for further support, train-
ing, and projection 1o en-
hance exports.

The Senior Vice Presi-
dent of SCCI noted the
high demand for Pak-
istani handicrafts in the
US and European mar-
kets, suggesting that
proper support and train-
ing could significantly
hoost exports. The Direc-
tor of ICMA Sukkur
shared insights into their
training programs for
WOmen on income gener-
ation, savings, and cost
management

The artisans called for
the establishment of a
commaon display center in
Sukkur, backed by the
Provincial or Federal
Government, and urged
TDAP to promaote their
work at international ex-
hibitions and delegations
The Deputy Director of
TDAP Sukkur proposed
that SRRSO design
brochures showcasing
potential products with
accurate statistics to aid
in national and interna-
tional promotion.

The seminar saw par-
ticipation from around 50

artisans from various dis-
tricts of upper Sindh, spe-
clalizing in handicrafts
such as applique work,
embroidery, Rilli making,
Sindhi topi and ajrak
making, basketry, wood
lacquered work (Jandi),
pottery, wall hangings,
and key chains.

Key topics discussed
included planning, cost
management, financing,
skill development, regis-
tration and accreditations,
product  development,
marketing, and promo-
tion. Stakeholders agreed
that SRSO would assist
artisans in forming for-
mal business groups and
registering their compa-
nies with the relevant au-
thorities. Departments
such as SBPF, STEVTA,
SMEDA, Sindh Invest-
ment Department (SID),
Sindh Enterprises Devel-
opment Fund, TDAP, Ex-
port Development Fund
{EDF), and Pakistan
Trade Missions abroad
committed to supporting
the projection and devel-
opment of the handicraft
sector.

Participants expressed
their gratitude to TDAP
for organizing the semi-
nar and providing a plat-
form to enhance the
handicraft industry in
Sukkur—RT

srrahon at the Hy-
city-RT

SHAHDADPUR: In Shah-
dadpur,  civil  society,
lawyers, political and social
leaders, and citizens staged a
shutter-down strike against
the additional electricity and
was bills, extra taxes and
unannownced load shedding,
Social reformer Suleman G
Abro, President of the Shah-

| | dadpur Bar Association Ad-

vocate  Ghulam  Mustafa
Soomro, Chairman of The
Mughals Sindh Khalid Za-
hoor  Baig.  Sindh-Pak
Tehreek's Zulfigar Narban,
Advocate Tarig Mehmood
Arain, Aman Nagar, Hakeem
Chandio, Rao Yousuf and
other leaders led hundreds of
citizens in a protest rally
from Ali Chowk to the Shah-
dadpur Press Club, braving
the extreme heat and scorch-
ing sun. The leaders stated
that WAPDA and SSGC
management are oppressing
the public by imposing addi-

Shahdadpur’s civil
society rallies
against excessive
load shedding of gas
and power

tional taxes and sending ex-
orbitant bills to bankrupl
electricity and gas con-
sumers, which will not be
tolerated under any circum-
stances. Despite businesses
being closed due to the
protest, unannounced load
shedding in the extreme heat
has further tormented the
public. We, the citizens and
business community, are
compelled to take to the
streets against the injustices
and additional taxes imposed
by HESCO and the gas com-
pany. They demanded that
the exorbitant electricity and
gas bills be canceled and
unannounced load shedding
be controlled to ensure jus-
tice for the citizens. They
warned that if the issues are
not addressed, the scope of
the protest would be ex-
panded. Meanwhile, re-
sponding to the call for
protest, citizens and traders
closed their businesses and
participated in the strike.

SUP protests against

prolonged power
outages in Jacobabad

Wednesday, July 03, 2024

HYDERABAD: Participants are showing their professional skills during the passing
out parade ceremony of the 18th Basic Training Course for Prison Constables and
Lady Prison Constables held at the Sindh Prisons Staff Training Institute.-RT

Provincial Minister Ali
Hassan Zardari commits to
reforming Sindh’s prisons
into rehabilitation centres

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: In a bold initiative
o reform Sindh's prison sys-
tem, Haji Ali Hassan Zardari,
Minister for Jails and the
Works and Services Depart-
ment, has announced sweep-
ing reforms aimed at trans-
forming correctional
facilities into centers focused
on rehabilitation. Speaking at
the graduation ceremony for
the 18th Basic Training
Course at the Sindh Prisons
Staff Training Center i
derabad, Zardari ou
progressive agenda aligned
with the directives of Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
and President  Asif Ali
Zardari

The Minister emphasized
the government's commit-
ment o enhancing public
service and ensuring that
prisons contribute positively
] saae:y He hi on-

L
where authorities seized con-
traband items, including mo-
bile phones and scissors,
demonstrating the admin
tration's dedication to main-
taining sirict security meas-
ures

In a significant move to-
wards sustainability and im-
proved living conditions,
Zardari the instal-

E,(llrlg efforts to modernize
prison infrastructure across
Sindh, aiming 1o support the
rehabilitation and reintegra-
tion of inmates. Zardari also
highlighted a recent opera-
tion at Sukkur Central Jail,

lation of solar power systems
in prisons throughout the
provinee.

This initiative is part of
broader efforts to enhance in-
mate welfare and quality of
life. Addressing the new

eraduates, which included 20
female constables, Zardari
expressed optimism about
the future and encouraged of-
ficers to serve with integrity
and compassion in their in-
teractions with inmates, This
reflects the government’s vi-
sion of a more humane and
effective correctional system
Overall, Zardari's remarks
underscore a comprehensive
strategy for Sindh's prisons,
focusing on skill develop-
ment, improved living condi-
tions, and a renewed empha-
sis on rehabilitation and
sacietal reintegration

DC Jamshoro Riaz Hussain
Wassan condoles sad
demise of 13-year-old boy

By Muhammad Ali Surhio

Jacobabad: The Sindh United
Party (SUP), led by Maghool
Ahmed Lashari, organized a
sit-in protest on the National
Highway in Jacobabad to op-
pose SEPCO's 18-hour daily
load shedding This demon-
stration led 1o long lines of
vehicles traveling to and
from Balochistan, causing
ificant hardships for trav-
elers enduring the scorching
hear

Numerous citizens and
party workers participated in
the protest, including Haris
Lashari, Faqir Niaz Ahmed
Hussaini, Majeed Sarki,

Parvez Ahmed Lashari,
Saglain Lashari, Mohsin
Soomro, Naeem Akhtar, [srar
Ahmed, and Hafeez Lashari.

In his speech, SUP leader
Magbool Lashari empha-
sized that the 18-hour daily
load shedding in Jacobabad
has become routine, making
life unbearable for residents
He highlighted the severe
impact on public and private
hospitals, where surgeries are
often delayed due to the lack
of electricity, posing signifi-
cant risks to patients' lives
Lashari warned that if the
load shedding is not reduced
the protests will intensify and
expand

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO JAM: Concerns
over public safety have
heightened in Tando Jam
city following a surge in
theft incidents. Recently,
in an area along the Hyder-
abad-Mirpurkhas Road,
unidentified robbers tar-
geted traders Adnan and
Imran Punjabi. The rob-
bers forcefully took their
motorcycle, cash, and mo-
bile phones, inflicting in-
juries on both men when
they resisted the robbery
attempt

The incident has stirred
unrest among local residents,
who are increasingly wornied

1| about the deteriorating law

and order situation in Tando
Jam. Speaking to the media,
community members  ex-
pressed frustration over the
perceived ineffectiveness of
the police in addressing ris-
ing crime rates. " This incident
has left us deeply concemed
about our satety. The robbers
have become more brazen,

targeting innocent citizens

Two men injured for
resisting robbers in
Tando Jam

with impunity." remarked
one resident who preferred to
remain anonymous. Adnan
and Imran Punjabi, the vic-
tims of the robbery, re-
counted their harrowing ex-
perience. "We were returning
home when the robbers inter-
cepted us. They beat us se-
verely when we resisted. It
was a terrifying ordeal," said
Adnan, nursing his
injuries The  community's
dissatisfaction with the po-
lice response has prompted
calls for enhanced security
measures  and  proactive
policing in the area. "We
urge the authorities to step up
efforts to apprehend these
criminals and restore peace
in our neighborhood,” em-
phasized another local resi-
dent. The incident under-
scores the urgent need for
authorities to address crime
effectively and ensure the
safety of residents in Tando
Jam. Community members
are calling for swaft action to
bring the perpetrators to jus-
tice and prevent similar ingi-
dentz in the future

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRIL: Deputy Com-
missioner Jamshoro,
Riaz Hussain Wassan,
visited the home of
Azharuddin Gurgez, a
13-year-old boy who

tragically drowned in

Karachi Wah, to offer his
heartfelt  condolences
Upon reaching the boy's
residence, the Depury
Commissioner met with
Azharuddin's father, Di-
lawar Gurgez, to express
his profound sorrow and
support during this diffi-
cult time. Deputy Com-
missioner Riaz Hussain
Wassan shared the fam-
ily's grief, conveying his
deep sadness over the
loss. He assured the fam-
ily of his unwavering
support, emphasizing
that he stands with them
in their time of mourning
and considers the de-
ceased as his own child

This is a tragic loss f‘ol
the entire community,"
he stated, "and | share in
your pain "During his
visit, the Deputy Com-
missioner also offered
prayers for Azharuddin's
departed soul, asking the
Almighty to grant him a
high place in Jannat-ul-
Firdous and to bestow
patience and strength
upon the bereaved fam-
ily. He stressed the im-
portance of communi
solidarity in times of
such profound loss and

encouraned the neigh-

bors and relatives to sup-
port the family through
their grief

The Deputy Commis-
sioner's visit was a si
nificant gesture, hu,h-
lighting the importance
of compassion and com-
munity support in times
of tragedy. His empa-
thetic approach was a
source of comfort to the

g the comm'unit.\f'; role
in standing together dur-
ing times of sorrow

HYDERABA

Resldems of Ghummanabud are Iloldlng a pmtest demonstmuon at
the Hyderabad press club for the acceptance of their demands.-RT
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PTI To Hold Major Power
Show In Islamabad On July 6

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has an-
nounced plans to hold a
major rally in Islamabad on
luly 6, following a meeting
with  PTI  founder in
Rawalpindi's Adiala Jail on
Tuesday
PTI leader Ali Muham-
mad Khan addressed the
media, urging the nation to
join the rally in support of
freedom and the rule of law.

"Om July 6, PTI will or-
ganise a significant rally in
Islamabad," stated Khan.
"This is a message for the en-
tire nation to step out for
freedom and the rule of law.
Our fight is to bring the pow-
erful under the law" he
added.

Khan further mentioned
that this was the first meeting
with the PTI founder since
Eid. He expressed sorrow
over the conditions faced by
the PTI leader, stating, "It is
deeply saddening to see the
nation's leader kept in such
harsh conditions. The PTI
founder has been fighting
against a cormupt system and
mafia"

He emphasised the na-
tion's desire for a leader who

stands for lhe country, not-
eople from all walks
of life wanted a leader like
him. Over the past 340 days,
he has been kept in tempera-
tures ranging from 40 to 45
degrees. No other party,
whether PML-N, PPP, JUL,
or Jamaat-e-Islami, has a

m.
Khan conveyed the PTI
founder's message to the
nation, highlighting the de-
teriorating conditions over
the past two years since his
departure  from power.
"Electricity and gas have
become expensive,
promises made in the
budget have been broken.
Taxes are not being im-
posed where they are

| creased it by Rs 700 mil-

needed, and no one is ad-
dressing these issues,” he
stated.

He criticised the budget
allocations, mentioning,
"The PTI founder reduced
the Prime Minister House
budget, but Asif Zardari in-

lion to Rs 800 million.
Bills to increase MPs'
salaries are being presented
in the assembly. We op-

posed the increase in
MNAS‘ and MPAs' salaries.
Taxes on mobile phones
have been raised, but no
action is taken against the
powerful."

Khan also addressed the
plight of government em-
ployees, stating, "They are
being suppressed, and the
powerful  remain  un-
touched. The prime minis-
ter has stated that the
budget is dictated by the
IMF. Our rally on July 6 in
Islamabad aims to convey a
message to the nation: to
fight for freedom and the
rule of law. If the rule of
law prevails, both the
powerful and the poor
will be held account-
able."—RT/Agency

Punjab Issues SOPs For
Majalis During Muharram

LAHORE: Punjeb home
ministry on Tuesday issued
Standard Operating Proceu-
dres (SOPs) for majalis dur-
ing Muharramul Harram,

According to directions,
walk-through gates installa-
tion has been declared
mandatory at the sensitive
places during Muharramul
Harram

The security of majalis
will consist of three layers 1o
avoid any untoward imcident
The entry and exit routes of
the majalis will be fixed be-
fore the programme, while
the attendants  will be
checked with the metal de-
tectors.

The car parking facility i

will be established at least

200 meters away from the
place of majlis, the SOPs
read,

The use of loudspeakers
will be limited to the majalis

Ashura in Pakistan are 16 or
17 July, 2024, Ashura is
known as Youm-e-Ashura
the tenth day of Muhar-

Maryam's
Election Victory
Challenged In
Tribunal
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By Abdul Sattar
ITANDO  MUHAMMAD

1 KHAN: S5P Abid Baloch of

1 Tando Mul d Khan has

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court's Election Tribunal
(ET) has directed the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
to produce the record of
Form-45 related to the Pun-
jab Chief Minister, Maryam
Nawaz.

The court summoned the
record as the success of the
CM in the general elections
has been challenged

Justice Anwar Hussain of
the ET judge heard the ap-
peal filed by Mehar Shafgat
who  contested  against
Maryam Nawaz from PP
159, Lahore.

Submitting his applica-
tion, the applicant claimed
that the victory notification
of Marvam Nawaz is con-
trary to the facts and should

be invalidated.

During the proceedings,
the CM's lawyers argued that
the appeal is not admissible.

In response to a query
from the tribunal judge. the
Election Commission lawyer
said that 102 polling stations
were set up in the con-
stituency.

The tribunal judge
asked why Form-45, car-
rying the signature of the
presiding officer
other candidates, was not
uploaded on the website,

The Election Com-
mission's lawyer sought

pledged to prioritize estab-
y lishing peace and security
across the district, with a firm
1 focus on cracking down on
drug dealers and smugglers.
In a statement, SSP Abid
IBaloch affirmed that strin-

gent measures are being im-

hose in-

t drug
Vactivities, emphasizing that
I there will be no leniency
I wards drug dealers and
1 smugglers.

1 "Under my leadership, we
1 are conducting targeted oper-

ations against d.I'\JE traffickers
throughout the district,"
stated SSP Abid Baloch
“Numerous arrests have al-
ready been made, and cases
have been filed against the

to- offenders.”

anributing it to ongoing raids

SSP Abid Baloch vows to continue
operations against TMK’s criminals
and drug dealers

on drug dens and relentless
efforts against drug-related
crimes.

“The district has wit-
nessed record seizures in re-
cent crackdowns," SSP Abid
Baloch added, underscoring
the severity of the measures
taken against drug dealers
and smugglers operating
within Tando Muhammad
Khan district

The community's safety
and well-being remain a top
priority for SSPAbid Baloch,
who reiterated his commit-
ment to maintaining law and
order and ensuring that those
engaged in illegal drug activ-
ities face the full force of the
law.

DC Tando Allahyar Saleemullah

i Odho reviews arrangements for
E Muharram-ul-Haram

I By Afaque Khanzada

Wl

to handle any un-

and 1

1 TANDO ALLAHYAR:
1 Deputy Commissioner Tando
1 Allahyar, Saleemullah Cidhe,
§ directed the officers of rele-

time to produce the j vant departments in the dis-

original record
Form-45, and the tribu-
nal Mccplud the re-
quest. —RT/Agency

Uf' frict to ensure peace. cleanli-

ness, provision of drinking
water and proper street Iigh[-
|ng durlng the processions
an h of Mubarram-

LAKKI MARWAT: Robbers

| broke into an automated

teller machine (ATM) of a
private bank at Peshawar-
Karachi Indus Highway and
fled wath the cash
ported on Tuesday, c
lice.

According 1o police, the

ram.  Ashura observes
every year in the month
of Islamic Date of Muhar-
ram 10.—R

KARACHL: Chief Minister
(CM) Sindh Syed Murad Ali
Shah expanded his cabinet by
appointing 10 more Special
Assistants, media reponted.

Aceording to a notifica-
tion issued here, Lal Chand
Ukrani, Sardar Faraz Raja,
Qasim  Naveed (Qamar,
Wagar Mehdi, Rajveer
Singh, Mansoor Shahani,
Usman Ghani, Abdul Jabhar
Khan, Junaid Baloch, and
Muhammad Saleem Baloch
have been appointed as spe-
cial assistants by the chief
minister

Meanwhile, the Sindh
govemnment also appointed
six more spokespersons, in-
cluding MPA Saadia Javed

KARAGHI
CM Sindh Names 10 New !
Special Ass1stants

who has been approved by
the PPP leadership. Saadia
Javed has been given the re-
ibility of advocating for
ights in the Sindh

Y
Makhdoom Fakhar

'H!r:-l_

from
1

shrewd suspects broke open

Robbers Break Into
ATM And Steal Cash
In Lakki Marwat

part of the ATM installed
outside a gate of a cement
factory in Lakki Marwat
and fled with the cash.

The exact amount of

the looted cash from the

ATM remains unknown. !

The police have launched

investigation into the mat-1

ter.—RT/Agency

52nd birthday of
senior journalist

Ghulam

Hussain

Chang celebrated
in Hingorja

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORJA: The 52nd birth-
day of the Chairman of
Khairpur Journalists' Al-
liance, Ghulam Hussain
Chang was celebrated at the
Press Club in Hingorja. The
event saw a large number of
journalists and dignitaries
Ranipur, Setharja.
Sagyon, Sobhodero, Deparja,
Hingorja and Halani press

I clubs participating. Speakers

- 1
Zaman, Arsalan  Sheikh

Muhammad Ali Rashid, Sar-
mad Palijo
Wahid Halepoto have also
been appointed as Sindh

Abbasi Shaheed Hospital In i
Crisis: Shortages Of Medicine
And Staff Plague Operatmns

KARACHI: Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital is facing a severe
shortage of life-saving medi-
cines and staff as only Rs
around 900,000 has been al-
located for medicines in the
current fiscal year, media re-
ported

Sources privy to the de-
velopment said that only 50
of the required staff is avail-
able to treat the 1,100 pa-
tients who visit the OPD

daily. They added that out of E

154 posts for Resident Med-
ical Officers, only 89 are
filled, and out of 200-250
nursing staff positions.
93 staff nurses are avail

Abbasi Shaheed Huspnal
- a medical facility admimis-
tered by Karachi Metropoli-
tan Corporation (KMC)- also
lacks life-saving drugs as
millions of rupees are re-
quired for the purchase of
medicines

sal said stated that
the hoepltdl has been facing
staft and medicine shortages
for many years, with no new

/SO

-| ABBASI SHAHEED

HOSPITAL

e said that the hospital is
being run despite limited re-
s, adding that they
have arranged medicines for
the OPD themselves

Dr. Faisal smd that the
hospital needs more than Rs
190 million to meet it drug
requirements

"Mayor Karachi Barmister
Murtaza Wahab assured us to
take measures to improve the
situation," the Director Ab-
basi Shaheed Hospital added.

Earlier, it was re-
ported that along with

government’s  spokesper-

sons —RT 1
1
LH

.
medicine shortage, CT
Scan and X-ray machines
are also not functional
for nearly four years. The
X-ray machine is par-
tially functional but it
hag no film and physi-
cians take photos through
mobile phones to exam-
ine the patients' frac-
tures

Sources said that Karachi
Medical and Dental College
was also facing financial cri-
sis, whereas, its teachin,
hospital was facing scarcity
of funds —RT/Agency

and Abdulltic‘ Shaman Rajpar, Aziz
Memon, Kashif Shaikh, Mor

at the event included the
President of Khairpur Jour-
nalists'  Alliance, Jamal
Mehmood Khuhro, Vice
Chairman Bachal Hingoro,
Yasin Rajpar, Mian Asadul-
lah Channa, Gulab Siyal,
Fayaz Solangi, Zahid Sam-

Sindhi and Ashiq Islami
They praised Ghulam Hus-
sain Chang, calling him a
hero in the world ofjnuma]
ism who has always been a
supporter of the oppressed

and the poor. They high-

lighted his dedication to truth
and j justice through his writ-
ing and noted that journali

= 10US

¥ yl-Haram 2024. He empha-
1 sized that these armangements
1 should be in place to prevent
Lany inconvenience to the
1 public. especially the moum-
1 ers. He also urged scholars
1 from all sects to promote
1 brotherhood, sacrifice, toler-
jance and vigilance during
1

toward incidents promptly
He expressed these views
while presiding over a high-
level meeting to review the
arrangements for Muharram
in the conference hall of the
Deputy Commissioner Office
Tando Allahyar. The meeting
was attended by SSP Tando
Allahyar, Abrez Ali Abbasi
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner-1 Muhammad Thrahim
Almani, Additional Deputy
Commissioner-I1 Sajid Ali
Pehore, Assistant Commis-
sioner  Jhando  Marri
Shahzado Umair Jarwar, As-
sistant Commissioner Cham-
bar Abdul Shakoor Solangi,
District Health Officer Dr.

Amin Bhatti, Town Commit-
tee Chairmen, Union Council
Chairmen, officers  from
HESCO. municipal and rele-
want departments, and schol-
ars from all sects. During the
meeting, SSP Tando Allahyvar
Abrez Ali Abbasi shared that
a foolproof security plan has
been prepared to maintain
peace and order in the district
during Muharram He men-
tioned that police personnel
would be deployed during
the processions and gather-
ings. He also appealed to the
scholars to adhere to the
wiven timings for gatherings
and processions and to keep
a close watch on any disrup-
tive elements.

+ Sujawal’s residents decry acute

! water shortage

I ByKamran Hidayat

I SUTAWAL Residents of var-
neighborhoods  and
coastal argas in Sujawal
staged a protest today against
severe water shoriages and
inadequate supply from irri-
gation channels. The protest
took place on Main Road,
where demonstrators gath-
ered to voice their frustra-
tions over the negligence of
officials in managing water
distribution,  particularly
through channels like Jau
Minor Channel and Tango
Nullah

Prominent figures among

the protesters included Tufail
Ahmed  Qureshi,  Adil
Laghari, and Abdul Ghani
Thaheem. They hi

tion engineer Najeeh Shah
and 3DO Mumtaz Mangnejo,
the protest concluded peace-

that the lack of sufficient
water has created significant
hardships across the coastal
belt, exacerbating difficulties
during the ongoing heat
W

"We demand immediate
action (o ensure water supply
through all essential channels
to mitigate further damage
and alleviate public suffer-
ing," stated one of the protest
organizers.

Following negotiations
with newly appointed irriga-

d fully with of ad-
dressing the communi
concerns.  Residents  ex-

pressed hope that the author-
ities would expedite meas-
ures (0 improve water
management and ensure reli-
able supply 10 affected areas
in Sujawal The protest un-
derscores growing frustra-
tions among locals over per-
sistent waler scarcity issues,
urging authorities 1o priori-
tize sustainable solutions o
alleviate the hardships faced
by residents.

trust him because of his im-
peccable character. In 2005,
Chang united journalists in
the Khairpur district under
the banner of Khairpur Jour-
nalists' Alliance, creating a
strong organization for jour-
nalists' rights. The celebra-
tion included the participa-
tion of journalists Al
Abdullah ~ Sehto,  Arbab
Sehto, Jam  Hanifullah
Dharejo, Kifavar Janwri,
Bagir Solangi, Alidad Raj-
par, Zulfigar Sehto, Abdul
Oadir Haji, Bashir Solangi,
Haider Solangi, Aslam
Memon, Hakim Sehto, Hag-
nawaz Solangi, Gulzar
Sehto, Bilawal Soomro,
Abdul Mutalib Shambhani,
Fazal Mangi, and Momin
Jamro. They cut a birthday
cake for Ghulam Hussain
Chang and presented him
with traditional Sindhi gifts
including an Ajrak, a cap
and garlands.

___________________..'
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Ajrak to a worl

was held at the Skill Development Academy.—RT
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TALHAR: Residents of Mir

hsil Tando Ghulam Hyder,
Talhar, staged a protest today
against influential individu-
als in their area. The protest
was led by Jaffari Chang,
Chakar Chang, Nadeem
Chang, Achar Chang, Ghan-
war Chang, and several oth-
ers from the village
According to the protesters,
Mir Muhammad Chang vil-
lage, which has been estab-
lished on government land in
Mirwah for the past 50 years,
is facing alleged injustices at
the hands of powerful land-
lords. They claim that false
cases have been filed against
them, and there have been
threats to forcibly evacuate
the village.

"We have been residing
. Von this land for five decades

Muhammad Chang village in §

Chang community demands
justice in Talhar dlspute

peacefu ly, and now we face
threars and false accusa-
tions," said one of the vil-
lagers participating in the
protest

The community has ap-
pealed to the Chlef Justice of
the Sindh High Court, the
Chief Minister of Sindh, and
local police officials to inter-
vene and ensure justice in
their dispute with the influ-
ential landlords. They seek

immediate arention to pre-
vent any forced eviction and
to address the legal chal-
lenges they are facing

The protest highlights on-
going tensions over land
ownership and rights in rural
Sindh, underscoring the
community's plea for fair
treatment and legal protec-
tion in their longstanding
residency on government
land —R

By Kamran Hidayat

zaq s0n uf Jamo Bheel
and a resident of Tapo
'Glmgam in Taluka Shah-
Vbandar, district Sujawal,
Lheld a press conference
at the Sujawal Press Club
to protest the illegal oc-
1 cupation of his agricul-
p tural land by influential
pindividuals. He ex-
j pressed his grievances to
jJournalists, revealing that
his 8 acres of land in Deh
Iﬂ\rnur Bakhsh Jamari,
Tapo Gungani, has been
Ifurubly taken over by
powerful figures who are
now threatening his life
bdul Razzagq de-
ribed the dire situation,
xplaining that these in-
fluential occupiers are

o awareness seminar and walk that jusing their power to in-

j timidate and harass him,

making it impossible for
him to reclaim his land
"These individuals are
not only occupying my
land but also posing seri-
ous threats to my life and
the safety of my family,”
he lamented.

During the press con-
ference, Abdul Razzaq
made a fervent appeal to
higher authorities, in-
cluding SSP Sujawal and
Deputy Commissioner
Sujawal, urging them to
intervene and help re-
claim his land from the
illegal occupiers. He
called for legal action to
be taken against the per-
petrators, stressing the
need for justice and the
return of his rightful
property

“1 am pleading with
the authorities to take
immediate action against

Shahbandar man demands
justice in land dispute

these powerful occupiers.
My family and [ have
been living in fear, and
we need the law to pro-
tect us and ensure that
justice is served,” Abdul
Razzaq stated.

His appeal highlights
a broader issue of land
disputes and the misuse
of power by influential
individuals in the region
Abdul Razzaq's case un-
derscores the urgent need
for authorities to address
such grievances and en-
sure that justice 1s acces
sible to all citizens, re-
gardless of their
socio-economic status

The press conference
concluded with a call for
community support and
solidarity, as Abdul Raz-
zag continues his fight
for justice and the right-
ful return of his land,
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Persistent inflation silences the government’s economic spin doctors

e recent inflation figures are a stark remmder of the economic tur-

moil that continues to plague the nation. The June inflation rate, at

13.8 percent, marks the first increase after three months of decline, a

clear sign that the government's battle against rising prices is far from

over. This development spells trouble for the administration, which rightly
sees inflation as a formidable adversary. eroding public support and economic

stability alike.

The harsh reality the government faces is compounded by factors beyond
its control, Intemational fuel prices, for nstance, have forced a domestic m-
crease in fuel costs, which inevitably drives inflation higher. Furthermore, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) has mandated hikes in power tariffs and
additional taxation, both of which will further inflate costs for consumers.

In a recent move, the State Bank of Pakistan reduced the mterest rate to
20,50 percent from 22 percent. This decision reflects a shift n strategy, though
the IMF continues to advocate for high interest rates as a cure-all for mflation
However, this approach neglects the significant impact of rising oil prices,
leading to economic stagnation. High interest rates suppress growth, with the
govemment's savings and spending taking a hit, and crucial development pro-
grams being cut under IMF pressure. This, in tumn, condemns the nation to a

period of sluggish growth

Despite the efforts of the govemment's economic spin doctors to paint a
rosy picture, the reality is that the economy remains in disarray. Average infla-
tion for the year stands at 23.4 percent. a slight improvement from the previ-

flation.

ous year's 29.2 percent, but still alarmingly high. The shight slowdown in in-
Hflation decline suggests that the monetary measures employed may have ex-
hausted their effectrveness, leaving infrnsic factors like o1l prices to drive m-

If the IMF's approach continues unchallenged, it risks further damaging an

its control. International fuel prices, for mstance, have forced a domestic n-
crease in fuel costs, which mevitably drives inflation higher. Furthermore, the
Intemnational Monetary Fund (IMF) has mandated hikes m power tanfls and

additional taxation, both of which will further inflate costs for consumers
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already fragile economy. The government must recognize this and take proac-
tive steps to address the underlyme issues before it 15 too late. The path forward
requires a balanced strategy that not only controls mflation but also fosters
sustamnable economic growth Persistent mflation silences the government’s
economic spin doctors

The recent inflation figures are a stark reminder of the economic trmoil
that continues to plague the nation. The June inflation rate, at 13.8 percent,
marks the first merease after three months of decline, a clear sign that the gov-
emment’s battle against nising prices is far from over. This dew elclpmem spells
trouble for the admmistration, which rightly sees inflation as a formidable ad-
versary, eroding public support and economic stability alike.

The harsh reality the government faces is compounded by factors beyond

In a recent move, the State Bank of Pakistan reduced the interest rate to
20050 percent from 22 percent. This decision reflects a shift in strategy, though
the IMF continues to advocate for hagh mberest rates as a cure-all for mflation.
However, this approach neglects the significant impact of nising o1l prices,
leading to economic stagnation. High interest rates suppress growth, with the
government's savings and spending taking a hit, and crucial development pro-
grams being cut under IMF pressure. This, in tum, condemns the nation to a
period of sluggish growth.

Despite the efforts of the govemment's economic spin doctors to paint a
rosy picture, the reality 1s that the ecanomy remains m disamay, Average infla-
tion for the year stands at 23.4 percent, a slight improvement from the previ-

ous vear's 29.2 percent, but still alammingly high. The slight slowdown in in-

flation decline suggests that the monetary measures employed may have
exhausted their effectiveness, leaving intrinsic factors like oil prices to drive m-
flation If the IMF's appm.n.h continues unchallenged, it risks further damag-
ing an already fiagile ecanomy. The govemment must recognize this and take
proactive steps to address the underlying issues before it is too late. The path

forward requires a balanced strategy that not only controls inflation but also

fosters sustamable economic growth.
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HYDERABAD: Property Dealers Association ‘«"m: President, Khurram Khokhar is [

addressing a press conference at the Hyderabad press club about his Association's de-
mands from the government.-RT

SUP rallies
against rampant
inflation in
Sehwan

/| K

DC Umerkot Naveed
Rehman Larik reviews
Muharram arrangements

By Muhammad Bachal

TUMERKOT:  Deputy
Commissioner of Umerkot,
Naveed Rehman Larik, has
directed all relevant depart-
mental officials in the distric

to ensure the restoration of

law and order, cleanliness,
and provision of drinki
water during Muharram-ul-
Haram He instructed thar all
necee(ary arrangements be

ptly for the
moummL pmce«lnm and
congregations throughout the
district. He emphasized to re-
ligious scholars and leaders

of all sects the importance of

maintaining religious har-
mony, unity, and peace, and
staying in close contact with
the district administration
and other relevant depart-
ments to avoid any difficult
situations. These remarks
were made during a meeting
held at the Deputy Commis-
sioner's office in Umerkot to
review the arrangements for

The meeting was ar-
tended by SSP Umerkot Asif
Raza Baloch, Captain Wajih
bin Rashid of Pakistan Army
Chhor Cantt, SR Waseem of
Pakistan Rangers  Sindh,
Chairman of District CDI]I'ICI]
Umerkot Haji Muh

neering Umerkor Saddam
Hussain Marri, Executive
Engineer HESCO Umerkot
Imtiaz Ahmed Memon, In-
formation Officer Umerkot
Muhammad Aslam Bharti,
ADL Local Government
Harishchandra Khatri, CMO
Municipal i

Baga Palli, Assistant Com-
missioner Umerkot Rajib Ali
Sathio, Assistant Commis-
sioner Samaro and Pithoro
Sanjay Kumar, Assistant
Commissioner Kunri
Muhammad Khan, Executive
Engineer Public Health Engi-

Umerkot Syed Sajid Shah,
Town Officer Farhan Laghari
and PPHI Umerkot In-
charge, among others. Vari-
ous officials from relevant
departments and religious
leaders from different sects
also participated

Fida Hussain Baladi assumes
charge as Director Information

Sukkur Divi

ion

SUKKUR: Newly appointed
Director of Information for
Sukkur Division, Fida Hus-
sain Baladi, has assumed his
responsibilities and com-
menced work, During his in-
troductory meeting with of-
ficers and staff members, he
emphasized that the Sindh

Government has success- Go

fully executed several devel-

opment projects in  the
Sukkur region. He under-
scored the Information De-
partment's role in dissemi-
nating information about
these accomplishments to
the public. Mr. Baladi urged
his team to work diligently
and maintain strong coordi-
nation with journalists. He
highlighted that the 'Smdh

education, health, and social
sectors in Sukkur, thereby
enhancing the region's eco-
nomic, educational, and
healtheare ficance. He
directed of s to foster ro-
bust  relationships  with
media outlets and journalists
o counter any misinforma-
tion effectively and to show-
case the government's

5 ©
significant projects across

ac accurately to
the public

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHARIF. The
Sindh United Party (SUP)
took out a protest rally
against the rising prices of
essential commodities, par-
ticularly petrol and diesel
from the party office to the
Sehwan Press Club. The
protest, led by members of
the SUP, included marches
through various localities 1o
highlight their grievances. At
the Sehwan Press Club, in-
tense protests were observed
against the ongoing price
hikes, emphasizing the se-
wvere impact on the poor and
working-class communities.
During the demonstrations,
speeches were delivered by
SUP  leaders including
Mawaz Ali Rind, Abdul Ha-
keem Burdi, Fareed Bughio,

Imam Ali Jatoi, and others
They criticized the federal
government for continuously
increasing fuel prices, which
have escalated the cost of liv-
ing and pushed many mar-
ginalized individuals into

dire  economic circum-
stances, compelling some 1o
contemplare drastic measures
such as suicide. The failure
of the government 1o provide
relief to the public amidst
these repeated price hikes
has intensified public discon-
tent, prompting  strong
protests from the lower
socio-economic  classes.
They urged the Chief Justice
of Pakistan 1o take notice of
the issue, issuing a directive
to address the plight of the
lower classes and urging for
immediate action to alleviate
their suffering

Kapri community
youth shot dead in
Umerkot

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: Shock and
grief engulfed village
Rano Khan Kapri in the
jurisdiction of Bodar Farm
Police Station as 25-year-
old  shopkeeper Hagq
Nawaz Kapri was tragi-
cally shot dead in his shop
late at night. The incident,
which occurred under
mysterious circumstances,
has left the community

Nawaz Kapri's
lifeless body was discov-
ered in a pool of blood the
following morning,
prompting immediate ac-
tion from the local police.
Upon receiving the report,
law enforcement officials
swiftly arrived at the scene
and transported the body
to a nearby hospital for
further examination and
investigation

According to eyewit-
nesses and preliminary po-
lice reports, unidentified
assailants entered Hagq
MNawaz Kapri's shop and
engaged in a confrontation
with him. Despite initial
resistance from Kapri, the
situation escalated into a
fatal shooting, with the as-
sailants fleeing the scene
immediately afterward

"The assailants shot

Haq Nawaz Kapri in the
head, leading to his un-
timely demise," confirmed
the Station House Officer
(SHO) of Bodar Farm Po-
lice Station during a press
briefing. He assured the
media that an intensive in-
vestigation is underway,
with efforts focused on
identifying and apprehend-
ing the perpetrators re-
sponsible for this heinous
crime.

Local residents, deeply
shaken by the incident, ex-
pressed their shock and
sorrow over the loss of a
promising young member
of their community. "Hag
Nawaz was a well-re-
spected individual who
contributed positively to
our village," remarked a
neighbor who preferred to
remain anonymous. "We
demand justice for him
and his grieving family."

The tragic incident has
underscored the pressing
need for enhanced security
measures in the area and
swift action from law en-
forcement to ensure the
safety and “L” being of

ts. ty

District Council Thatta
approves budget for fiscal
year 2024-25

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: In a recent ses-
sion, the Thatta District
Council approved its fiscal
year 2024 budget amounting
0 7194 million rupess, pro-
Jjecting a surplus of 500,000
rupees, The budget was
passed with a majority vote
under the leadership of
Chairman  Abdul Hameed
Panhwar. The meeting ad-
dressed several urgent local
issues, including security
concerns, corruption, hoard-
ing, black marketing, and
revenue recovery challenges.
Chairman  Abdul Hameed
Panhwar emphasized that
40% of the budget will be al-
located to student aid pro-
grams, demonstrating  a
strong commitment 1o educa-
tion. Only 5% of the budger
has been allocated for
salaries and pensions, indi-
cating efforts w minimize ad-
ministrative costs and priori-

tize district welfare. Panhwar
underscored the council's
commitment fo reducing un-
necessary expenditures to
maximize the budget's im-
pact. Council member Abdul
Khallg Seomro expressed
disappointment over the
Sindh government's lack of
financial support for the fam-
ilies of the 20 Jokhio com-
munity members who tragi-
cally perished in a recent
road accident near the Shah

He criticized officials for
ignoring the concemns of
elected representatives and
failing to fulfill their respon-
sibilities. Seomro also high-
lighted issues in Thatta's
agricultural sector, particu-
larly the exploitation of farm-
ers by suppliers charging ex-
orbitant prices for fertilizers,
seeds, and medicines. Coun-
cilor Ahmed Palari raised
concerns about land alloca-
tions in Kohistan, particu-

larly the lack of benefits to
local communities  from
25,000 acres, including 3,000
acres near Lohani Kot desig-
nated for coal mining leases
He cautioned that unrest seen
in other regions could spread
to Thatta if these issues re-
main unresolved

Additionally, members
Mansoor Lashari and Salam
Tanoli addressed the severe
water crisis affecting Thatta,
which is adversely impacting
agriculture, drinking water
supplies, and daily life and
husiness operations in the
district

They called for immedi-
ate actions 10 tackle issues
such as overbilling, overload-
ing, and stafT negligence ex-
acerbating the water crisis.
The approved budget reflects
the council’s strategic ap-
proach to balancing fiscal re-
sponsibility with addressing
critical social and economic
challenges in Thatta.

DC Matiari holds an open
katchery in New Saeedabad

By Sajjad Ali Abbasi

MATIARI: The district ad-
ministration of Matiari or-
ganized an open karchery at
the Government Boys High
School in New Saeedabad,
aimed at addressing local
grievances and providing im-
mediate solutions o commu-
nity issues. Residents from
both urban and rural areas of
New Saeedabad came for-
ward to voice their concems
on various aspects of district
govemance

Deputy Commissioner
Matiari presided over the ses-
sion, listening attentively to
the complaints and griev-
ances raised by the public
He emphasized the impor-
tance of transparency and ac-
resolving
community issues promptly.
"Every officer present here
today is accountable to the
public. We are here to ensure
that your problems are ad-
dressed and resolved effec-
tively,” assured the Deputy
Commissioner.

During the open katchery,
residents expressed concemns
ldng]ng from infrastructure
deficiencies to bureaucratic
delays in public services. Is-
sues related to education,
healthcare, road mainte-
nance, and water supply were
prominently highlighted by
the attendees.

"In our rural areas, access
to clean drinking water re-
mains a major challenge.” re-
marked a concemed resident
during the proceedings. An-
ather resident voiced frustra-
tions over inadequate health-
care facilities in the locality,
urging swift improvements,
Responding to the con-
cerns raised, Deputy Com-
missioner Matiari instructed
local officials and department
heads to take immediate ac-
tion on each complaint. "I e:
pect all officers to prios
these issues and work dili-
wently to provide tangible so-
lutions," he directed sternly.
The open katchery serve
as a platform for constructive
dialogue between the district
ation and the local

, timism that their grievances

ize ensure responsive and ac-

community, reinforcing the
principles of public account-
ability and participatory gov-
ernance. Residents appreci-
ated the opportunity to
directly engage with govem-
ment officials and voiced op-

would be effectively ad-
dressed in the coming days.
Ag the session concluded,
Deputy Commissioner Ma-
tiari reaffirmed his commit-
ment to holding regular inter-
actions with the public to

countable govemance in Ma-

tiari district. He pledged to

follow up on the issues raised

and ensure that improve-

ments  are  implemented

swiftly for the benefit of all
i

By Sher Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: Muham-
mad Juman Khoso, son of
Ghulam Muhammad Khoso,
has been sentenced to one

awaits 1urthcr develop-
ments in the investigation,
hopeful that the perpetra-
tors  will  be swiftly
brought 1o justice

year in prison and fined
20,000 rupees by Judge Zahir
Hussain Memon of the Judi-
cial Magistrate Court in

Tando Bago. The sentencing

follows the arrest by Tando
Bago Police after they appre-
hended Juman with a quan-
tity of illegal hiquor.

The court trial concluded
with Judge Zahir Hussain
Memon convicting Muham-
mad Juman Khoso based on
the evidence presented by the
prosecution.  The verdict
serves as a stem reminder of

Tando Bago bootlegger sentenced to one year in jail

the consequences of involve-
ment in illegal activities such
as bootlegging in the region

Thig development under-
scores the commitment of
local awthorities to uphold
law and order, ensuring strict
enforcement against those
engaged in illicit activities
like the distribution and sale
of illegal substances
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Pakistan's cueist
triumphs in Asian
6-Red Snooker
Championship

KARACHI: Adding a new
feather to his hat, Pakistan's
Awais Munir defeated Hong
Kong cueist Nansen Wan to
win the Asian 6-Red Snooker
Championship in Rivadh on
uesH

Munir secured a 6-3 vic-
tory against his opponent.
The game was tied at 2-2 and
Munir won three sets straight
and made his lead 5-2. In the
eighth frame, Nansen made a
comeback.

However, in the ninth
frame, Munir displayed ex-
cellent control and potting o
clinch the wvictory. Munir
won the match with the
scores (0-05, 35-26, 27-36,
38-20, 0-65, 13-46, 8-60, 34-
0, 27-40.

Remember, Munir de-
feated countryman Asjad
Igbal 5-2 in the semi-final
vesterday. He secured victory
by winning five consecutive
frames after imitially trailing
0-2.

Earlier, Pakistan's Mo-
hammad Hasnain beat com-
patriot Ahsan Ramzan 4-3 in
the final of the Asian U21
Snooker  Championship.
Ramzan was the defending
champion after winning the
trophy in Iran last year

Earlier, Hasnain defeated
Shawn Lee of Hong Kong in
the last four clash. The semi-
final, which consisted of
best-of-seven frames, saw
Akhtar emerge victorious
with a score of 4-1. Hassan's
victory came with scores of
54-64, 21-59, 61-15, 10-86,
and 35-63

Hasnain had also de-
feated Ranveer Duggal of
India 4-3 in the quarters

Hasnain also remained
undefeated  during  the
group stage of the tourna-
ment.

Ramzan also didn't lose
a single match in the cham-
pionship before the final
against Hasnain. —Agency

Pakistan team 'deserves'
criticism, says Rizwan after
T20 World Cup debacle

PESHAWAR: Admitting
the shortcomings, open-
ing batter Mohammad
Rizwan said Tuesday the
Pakistan cricket team de-
served criticism over dis-
mal performance in the
T20 World Cup 2024

"After the poor show,
we deserve criticism.
Those who can't face the
flak, cannot succeed.”
the right-handed batsman
said talking ro media in
Peshawar

He said there was no
single reason behind a
team's defeat. There were
multiple "weaknesses"
which led 10 Pakistan's
early exit from the tour-
nament, he maintained

It should be noted that
Pakistan exited from the
T20 World Cup at the
group stage which drew
criticism from fans, ana-
Iysts and cricketers alike,
as they suffered defeat at
the hands of minnows US

et a s He's
chairman of the board
and ir is his right It's
his right whom he
wants to retain and
whom not."—Agency

Location:
About me: Show me the money!

Shaheen Afridi reacts to national
team's "surgery' reports

LAHORE: Pakistan ace
pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi
on Monday, reacted to the re-
ports regarding a "major sur-
gery" of the national men's
team following their dismal
run at the ICC Men's T20
World Cup 2024

The left-arm pacer inter-
acted with the media in Lon-
don and was asked to opine
on a "major surgery” ex-
pected in the national team's
setup.

“Whose surgery, Is some-
body ill?” asked Shaheen.

“Keep me out of politics.
Please ask questions related
to cricket," he insisted

The pacer then claimed
that he did not know about
any potential change in the
team.

Shaheen Afridi also com-
mented on India winning the
recently-concluded

0 served to win,"

World Cup 2024 after beating
South Africa in a nerve-test-
ing final and termed them a
deserved winner.

"I watched the match and
enjoyed it and both the teams

played well. On the day
whichever team handles the
pressure wins. India played a
good brand of cricket and de-
Shaheen

Afridi told reporters.

The left-arm pacer then
acknowledged the need to
address the shortcomings of
the team following their early
exit from the mega event

“Strong teams compete in
the World Cup and they
come after going through a
process. | think we need to
correct few things and if we

work hard, results will be
with us," Afridi said.

It is pertinent to mention
that the Pakistan team is in
hot water following their dis-
mal run in the T20 World
Cup 2024,

The 2009 champions, in a
first, were knocked out from
the group stage of the tourna-
ment, majorly because of
their upset defeat against the
USA, followed by a gut-
wrenching defeat against
arch-rivals India.

The back-to-back de-
feats had put Pakistan on
the verge of an early exit
from the tournament
while the abandonment of
the crucial group-stage
fixture between USA and
Ireland officially marked
the end of their campaign
in  T200 World Cup
2024.—Agency

Shoaib Malik believes Form 47 Babar Azam
in any top T20 International side

"ecan't fit" i

LAHORE: Former Pak-
istan captain and seasoned
all-rounder Shoaib Malik
did not minee his words to
criticise ace batter Babar
Azam following the na-
tional team's below-par
performance in the 1CC
Men's T20 World Cup
2024

In a video, which went
viral on social media,
Shoaib Malik claimed that
despite being labelled as
Pakistan's  best  batter,
Babar Azam can not make
a cut in the T20 Interna-
tional sides of top cricket-
plaving nations like Aus-
tralia, India or England

"Who is our best player?
Qur best player is Babar
Azam. T am just talking
about the top 4-5 teams
Can Babar fitin the playing

XI of those teams? OF Aus-
tralia. India or of England
just this particular for-
mat? The answer is NO!
he said while speaking at a
talk show.
Although the video
went viral and caught the

attention of cricket fans

today, it was recorded on

June 27 when India

thrashed England by 68

runs in the second semi-

final of the T20 World Cup
24

=)
o

Earlier, former Indian

cricketer and lezendary
opener Virender Sehwag
made a similar claim re-
garding Babar Azam, stat-
ing if the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) decides to re-
move Babar Azam as
white-ball captain then he
should net be considered

| for selection in T201s,

"But as a leader you
have to think whether this
game is useful for his team.
If not, then demote yourself
and send someone who can
play big shots in the six
overs and get the team
60 runs," stated Sehway.
may sound harsh, but if the
captain  changes, Babar
doesn't deserve a place in the
T20 team. His performances
are not as per the demands
of today's T20 cricket,” he
added —Agency

Mohammad Amir among 12 players
granted NOCs

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) on
Tuesday, granted No Ob-
jection Certificate (NOC)
to 12 players including

as well
Rizwan said it was
disappointing for the

team members as well as
they could not fulfill the
nation's dreams. After the
T20 World Cup debacle,
the Green Shirts could
not claim that they
wielded strong batting
added.
he said
the specu]almns about
bias in the team were not
true as they all played for
the green flag.

On Pakistan Cricket

Moh 1 Amir 1o par-
ticipate in foreign leagues
across the globe

The 12 players granted
NOC by the cricketing
body include centrally-
contracted players as well
as those, who have not
represented the country in
a long time.

Experienced  pacer
Mohammad Amir, who
came out of retirement
for the T20 World Cup
2024, is poised to feature
in the County Champi-
onship from July 4 1o 20
Whereas, leg-spinner

July 23 to August 20

Shadab Khan, Moham-
mad Haris, Salman Ali
Agha and Mohammad
Hasnain, all bound to par-
take in the ongeing Lanka
Premier Leag (LPL)
2024, have also been

o

Pakistan's first-choice
right-arm pacer Haris
Rauf alongside Zaman
Khan and mystery spin-
ner Abrar Ahmed will
participate in the Major
League Cricket (MLC),
scheduled to run from

Fakhar Zaman has been

granted NOC from 29
August to 6 October to
participate in the
Caribbean Premier
League

The set of players,

granted the NOCs by the
PCB, also features Sohaib
Maqsood and Sharjeel
Khan, whe last repre-
sented Pakistan in 2021,
The duo will participate
in the World Champi-
onship of Legends from
July 3te 13

It is worth mentioning
here that the PCB has a
policy which prohibits
centrally contracted
players from participat-
ing in more than two
leagues besides the Pak-

Mercurial Pakistan
qualify for T20 World
Cup 2026, confirms ICC

-
DUBAL: With the recent con-
clusion of the T2(0 World
Cup, the 12 teams for the
next edition of the mega
event - which will take place
in 2026 in India and Sri
Lanka - have been finalised.
The upcoming ICC tour-
nament will also have 20
teams, divided inte four
groups of five sides each.
The first two spots of the
event have been taken by
India and Sri Lanka as hosts.
The next 10 spots were deter-
mined by the Super Eight
qualifiers at the 2024 and
T201 team rankings.
Through this,
Afghanistan, Australia,
Bangladesh, England, South
Africa and the West Indies al
secured 2026 T20 World Cup
spots as well as United
States.
However,

the Babar

Azam's side managed to se-
cure a place in the next edi-
tion with their T201 ranking

(7th),  alongside  New
Zealand (6th) and Ireland
{11th).

Meanwhile, the final
eight teams for the 2020
‘World Cup will be confirmed
by regional qualifiers.

There are two qualifica-
tion spots for Africa, Asia
and Europe and one spot for
Americas and East-Asia Pa-
cific regions

India secured the T20
World Cup 2024 trophy after
beating South Africa by
SEVEN Tuns.

Rohit  Sharma's  men
joined England and West In-

I dies to win the T20 World

Cup title two times as they
won their first in 2007 by
beating Pakistan in the
final —Agency

Khabib
Nurmagomedov's
bank accounts frozen
by Russna

Khabib MNurmagomedov,
the retired UFC legend,
has reportedly had his bank
accounts frozen by Ru:
tax authorities over signifi-
cant tax debts

The 35-year-old, who
retired undefeated with a
29-0 record in October
2020 after a second-round
submission over Justin
Gaethje at UFC 254, is al-
leged to owe over £2.4
million (33 million) in
taxes.

Reports suggest that the
former UFC champion has
diversified into various
business venlures posi-re-
tirement

However, these ven-
tures appear to have been
less successful than his
fighting career, leading to
his  current  financial
predicament.

Adding to his wroubles,
police in Russia's Dagestan
region recently raided a
fight club linked 1o his late
father, Abdulmanap Nur-
magomedov, as part of an
investigation into  sus-
pected supporters of a ter-
rorist cell

Despite these contro-

the Octagon have per-
sisted

There were claims that
he could make a comeback
for UFC 300 after the
sport's top officials al-
legedly reached out

However, Khabib has
remained firm on his re-
tirement.

"1 told Ali [his man-
ager]. it doesn't matter who
calls you, but never call me
about a fight,” he stated to
MMA Junkie.

As Khabib navigates
these financial and per-
sonal challenges, the
MMA  world  watches
closely, wondering if the
undefeared champion

Board (PCB) Chairman | Usama Mir will partici- given the green signal by July 5 10 28 istan  Super League|versies, rumours of might ever return to the
Mohsin  Naqgvi's  re- | pate in The Hundred from the board Left-handed  batter (PSL) —Agency Khabib's potential return 1o ring —Agency

marks of need for

"major surgery" in Pak-

'ma{a tean, lbhe right- REG[%NAL Tll\’ili f

handed batsman said T T e - &

"When you get ill, you S

Name: Sumair Sheikh

Karachi

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids™ Corner section at regionaltimes 10@gmail.com

Shakira concludes
'best' month with
wishes of 'love and
friendship'

Shakira just revealed how

she spent the month of June,
also famous for being pride
month.
Ag everyone steps into
the month of July and pride
month concludes the Hips
Don't Lie singer took to her
official Instagram account o
express her sentiments.

Dressed in a unigue black
and gold coded top, her col-
lar and the border of its
sleeves, had the colours of
the rainbow on it, which is a
depiction of the LGBTQH
community and their rain-
bow flag.

"Hope everyone had the
best pride month!” the Waka

Waka hit-maker captioned s

her past

She continued, "Forever
supporting equality, free-
dom to love and friend-
ship!”

Rocking her curly hair,
she uploaded to selfies, the
first one with a wide smile
while the second one being
a pose for a flying kiss to-
wards her follow

In the comments sec-
tion, many were quick to
comment their love and
for the Colcmblan
as one fan wrote,”
Shakira you will always be
the favorite.”

A notable comment was
from Donatella Versace,
who commented, "You are

Cardi B tells fans to 'shut up' after
on-stage outburst at BET Experience

Cardi B came to justify
her actions after a video
showing her cursing at her
production team went viral

During her performance
at the Crypto.com Arena
Los Angeles, where she
headlined the BET Expen-
ence concert ahead of Sun-
day's BET Awards, Cardi en-
countered multiple technical
issues

In a viral video, the rap-
per can be seen curing her

production team
formance.
"Y'all messing up my
pyros, the fans is off, y'all
messing up my music. What
am I paying y'all for? Turn
my fan on, bitch,” Cardi can
be heard in the video

This outburst sparked
controversy with fans criti-
cizing her behavior. One X
user wrote, "No one should
ever be disrespected like this
in a workplace.”

id-per-

However, taking to X
Cardi responded fo the criti-
cism, explaining that she paid
350,000 dollars upfront for
the show's production ele-

cause guess what??? At the
end of the day that money is
not retumable. " the rapper
wrote.

Cardi added, "don't half

ments, including pyrotech- ass my show because you
nics and fans, which were not comfortable when 1 defi-
properly managed. nitely don't half ass when it

"Girl shut up.. when you comes to paying.. don't tell
do a show you don't pay after me how to talk to anybody
you pay before. | paid when wou the same ho
350,000 up front the least talkin bout my kids and
they could do is get my pyro other dcccasud parents for
ready and tum the fans on be- no reason,”




HEARTLAND

REGIZENAL TI

THE

Wednesday, July 03, 2024

PPP Umerkot condemns Khalid
Magqbool Siddiqui for issuing
remarks against Shaheed ZA Bhutto

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The Pakistan
People's Party (PPP) District
Umerkot staged a protest
demonstration from the Peo-
ple's Secretariat to Veero By-
pass Road against MOM
leader Khalid Magbool Sid-
diqui for making derogatory
remarks about Shaheed Zul-
fiqar Ali Bhutto. The protest
was attended by PPP District
Umerkot leaders including
Burhanuddin Kumbhar, In-
formation Secretary
Umerkot District, City Presi-
dent Umerkot Ghansham
Das, Youth District General
Secretary Manthar Arisar,
Moti  Meghani. Shodan
Kolhi, Hoto Kolhi, Moleding
Bajir. Ashraf Bajir, Ejaz
Soomro, Raja Ramchand
Malhi, Lachman Oad. Rajesh
Oad, Jeevat Oad and other

party workers. In  their
speeches, PPP  leaders
Burhanuddin -~ Kumbhar,

Ghansham Das and Manthar
Arisar condemned the in-
Mammatory statements made
by MOM leaders against
Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto
in strong terms. They de-
manded that MOM abandon
its politics of blackmailing

PPP §

and hzmed They queslloﬂed
whether Khalid Magbool
Siddl jui would also demand

MQ\ds target killing and
death squads. They empha-

sized that the nation can no for

longer be misled in the name
of ethnicity and hatred and
urged the govemment and
state institutions to take no-
tice of MOM's nefarious in-
tentions. Speaking at the
protest rally, PPP Information
Secretary Burhanuddin

Kumbhar accused MOM of
inciting violence, chaos, and
talk of breaking the country.
He stated that MOM should
not fuel hatred to save its de-
clining political status. Be-

fore ng the character
of Shaheed Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto, Khalid Magbool Sid-
diqui should reflect on his
own actions and those of his
party. He demanded that
Khalid Magbool Siddiqui im-
mediately apologize for his
offensive remarks

Daulatpur Police stops Mufti
Ubaidullah Dahri from delivering
speech in village Mitha Khan Jokhio

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: The resi-
dents of Mitha Khan Jokhio
staged a protest demonstra-
tion against the Daulatpur
Police for preventing Mufti
Ubaidullah Dahri from deliv-
ening a speech at a scheduled
program in their village. The
protestors expressed their
frustration and anger over
the police's sudden interven-
tion, which they deemed un-
Just and unwarranted.

The protest  leaders
claimed that they had ob-
tained permission from the
police a month prior for
Mufti Ubaidullah Dahri's
speech. However, the police
unexpectedly stopped the
event at the last moment

"We followed all necessary
procedures and received ap-
proval well in advance. This
abrupt decision is both dis-
appointing  and  unfair,”
stated one of the protest
leaders

The demonstrators con-
demned the actions of the
Daulatpur Police, accusing
them of acting without just
cause. They demanded that
the concerned authorities
take immediate notice of the
incident and hold the respon-
sible officials accountable
for their actions. "We urge
the higher authorities to in-
vestigate this matter and en-
sure that such arbitrary deci-
sions are not repeated,” said
another protestor

The protest saw partici-

pation from a large number
of villagers who stood in sol-
idarity with Mufti Ubaidul-
lah Dahri and voiced their
discontent with the police's
actions, The event high-
lighted the community's de-
mand for respect towards
their rights to organize and

participate in peaceful gath- ||

erings without undue inter-
ference

The protestors vowed 1o
continue their demonstra-
tions until justice is served
and their grievances are ad-
dressed. This incident under-
scores the ongoing tensions
between the residents and
local authonities, calling for
a more UallSle’Elll and re-
spectful approach to han-
dling community events.

Tando Adam growers decry shortage
of water in Sui Kandhar Branch

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: The local
growers of Tando Adam
comtinued their protest
demonstration against the
ongoing water shortage in
the Sui Kandhar Branch,
gathering at Qaisar Ghot bus
stop on  Tuesday. The
protesting growers, includ-
ing prominent figures such
as PPP Councilor Imran
Brohi, [brahim Hakro, PML-
F leader Muhammad Qasim
Hakro, Mazir Pathan, Saeed
Brohi, and others, voiced
their frustrations and con-
cems 1o the media

The protestors  high-
lighted that water theft from
the Sui Kandhar Branch has
been rampant for the past 20
vears, severely impacting
the agricultural productivity
of the region. "Our fields

have wrned barren, and our
crops are dying due to the
lack of water, yet the author-
ities remain indifferent,”
said PPP Councilor Imran
Brohi. He added that the
negligence of the concerned
authorities has led 10 the
desolation of thousands of
acres of agricultural land,
particularly in the tail-end
areas

Muhammad Dasim
Hakro from PML-F empha-
sized the long.- standing issue
of water

intervention from higher au-
thorities. They demanded
that the issue of water theft
be addressed and that meas-
ures be taken to ensure a fair
distribution of water to all
farmers in the region. “1f our
demands are not met, we
will have no choice but 10
escalate  our  protests”
warned Saeed Brohi

The growers' demonstra-
tion underscored the critical
situation faced by the farm-
ing community in Tando

and the authorities' failure to
address the growers' con-
cems. “For two decades, we
have been suffering from
this water shortage. The au-
thorities' lack of action is
unacceptable." he stated
Nazir Pathan and Saeed
Brohi echoed these senti-
ments, calling for i

Adam. The | urged
the higher authorities o take
swift action 1o resolve the
water shortage and prevent
further agricultural damage
They reiterated their com-
mitment to continue the
protests until their griev-
ances are adequately ad-
dressed and a sustmlmble s0=
lution is imp

Jan Muhammad Dahri demands
pensioners’ rights

By Ayaz Latif

MAQSOODO RIND: Jan
Muhammad Dahri, President
of the All Sindh Government
Retired Pensioners' Welfare
Organization, issued a stem
statement demanding the
protection of pension rights
for widows and orphans

under the Sindh Govemment. |

Expressing grave concern, he
criticized the decision to halt

pensions for widows and or- 2

phans above the age of 90,
attributing it to unjustified
policy changes rather than
genuine pension reforms.

In his statement released
on Tuesday, Jan Muhammad
Dahri emphasized the poten-
fial dire consequences of
such measures. "Forcing
widows and orphans to con-
template suicide due to pen-
sion cuts is unconscionable.
This decision affects vulner-
able segments of society and
must be reversed immedi-
ately,” he declared pagsion-
ately.

Highlighting the broader
impact, Jan Muhammad
Dahri warned of significant

societal upheaval if the Sindh
Government does not r
its decision promptly. "
government does not repeal
this unjust law within 10
years, it will push 300,000
pensioners onto the streets,
he asserted, underlining the
scale of the issue.
The President of the
felfare Organization urged
the Sindh Government to
take proactive steps to safe-
guard the welfare of pen-
sioners. He called for re-
forms that prioritize the
well-being of retirees and
ensure their financial secu-
rity in their twilight years.
“We demand concrete meas-

ures from the government to
and alle-

¢ viate their hardships. Failure

to do g0 will compel vs to
escalate our protests,” Jan
Muhammad Dahri  cau-
oned

The statement by Jan
Muhammad Dahn reflects
growing discontent among
pensioners over perceived
neglect and arbitrary policy
changes affecting thes
hoods. As tensions escalate,
pensioners and  advocacy
LrOUPS are preparing to mo-
bilize further if their de-
mands for justice and fair
treatment  are  not  met
promptly by the authorities.

Dadu Police
Arrest Three
Criminals

By Javed La i

DADU: SHO of B-Sec-
tion Police Station, In-
spector Thtesham Jamali,
along with Head Muharar
Shahnawaz Wighio, ad-
dressed a press confer-
ence on Tuesday regard-
ing recent developments
in a criminal case. The
police officials informed
that en June 27, 2024, a
fatal clash between two
groups of the Gopang
community resulted in the
death of one individual
and injuries to three oth-
ers.

Following the incident,
a case was promptly reg-
istered, and the Dadu Po-
lice launched an investi-
gation leading to the
arrest of three suspects in-
volved in the altercation.
The arrested individuals
have been identified as
Safdar son of Muhammad
Hassan Gopang, Azeem
son of Taj Muhammad

Gopang.  and  Imdad
Gopang.

"The swift action taken
by our team led to the
successful apprehension
of the accused." stated In-
spector [htesham Jamali
during the press briefing.
He also acknowledged the
cooperation of the com-
munity in providing cru-
cial information that aided
in the arrests.

SSP Dadu commended
the efforts of the police
team involved in resolv-
ing the case swiftly and
ensuring the arrest of the
alleged perpetrators. The
investigation continues as
the police work to bring
justice to the victims and
maintain peace in the re-
gion amidst community
tensions. This develop-
ment  underscores  the
commitment of Dadu Po-
lice to uphold law and
order, ensuring accounta-
for criminal activi-
ties in the district.

Nawabshah newlyweds
Mariam and Shahbaz
Ali demand protection

By Samad Ayaz

NAWABSHAH: Mariam,
daughter  of Shahnawaz
Malik  from  Shahpur
Chakar's  Kamal  Shah
Colony, and Shahbaz Ali, son
of Muhammad Yousif from
Mawabshah's Golimar,
staged a protest today de-
manding protection from au-
thorities. The newly married
couple expressed concern
aver threats they have been
receiving from Mariam's rel-
atives following their mar-
riage, which they assert was
a decision made of their own
free will

“We urge the authorities
0 intervene and ensure our
safery,” stated Mariam and

Shahbaz during the demon-
stration.

The couple emphasized
that  the threats from
Mariam'’s relatives have cre-
ated a sense of insecurity for
them, prompring their appeal
for immediate protection.
They called on concemned of-
ficials to take notice of their
situation and provide neces-
sary security measures 1o
prevent any potential harm,

The protest underscores
the couple's plea for safe-
guarding their rights and per-
sonal choices amidst familial
opposition, highlighting the
need for authorities to up-
hold their safety and well-
bemy, during this sensitive
periad

DC Yasir Bhatti
reviews health
facilities

By Raja Zafar Igbal and Ji-
bran Talpur

BADIN: Deputy Commis-
sioner Yasir Bhatti chaired a
meeting to address health-re-
lated isswes on Tuesday. The
meeting was attended by rep-
resentatives from the health
department, PPHI, Indus
Hospital, and various social
organizations dedicated to
healtheare. Deputy Commis-
sioner Yasir Bhatti empha-
sized the importance of dedi-
cating oneself to the welfare
of the people, stating that his-
tory remembers those who
serve selflessly. He praised
doctors as modemn-day mes-
siahs and stressed that their
duty 15 a fundamental night of
the people. He directed the
social ergamizations to col-
laborate closely with the Dis-
trict Health Officer (DHO)
and submit progress reports
regularly. Instructions from
the DHO office were to be

in Badin

followed rigorously to ensure
effective resolution of health-
related challenges through
dialogue. Furthermore, he in-
structed district and tehsil
health offi to ensure the
presence of all doctors and
paramedical staff in hospitals
during the mourning period
of Muharram. He empha-

2d zero tolerance for med-
icine shortages in any hospi-
tal. The meeting was
attended by District Health
Officer Dr. Zaheeruddin
Memon, Civil Hospital MS
Dr. Mir Akhtar Talpar, PPHI

District Manager B. Razia
Ajan, District Information
Officer Sarfaraz Samo, along
with Dr. Mumtaz Ali Chan-
dio, Dr. Gulab Kashmin, Dr

Abbas Ali Shah, District
Manager of HANDS Haider
Panhwar, Rescue 1122 In-
charge Abdul Razak Soomra,
and other concerned offi

and leaders from social or-
ganizations.

SUP protests against inept
performance of Municipal
Committee Bolhari

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: Sindh United Party
(SUP) Kotri Taluka organ-
ized a protest camp at Munic-
ipal Committee Bolhari
today, denouncing alleged
malpractices including the is-
suance of fake certificates to
Afghans and the municipal-
ity’s failure to provide ade-

quate clean water and sanita-

tion services. The protest,

spearheaded by SUP Kotri
Taluka President Khalid Hus-
sain Lashari, Secretary Abdul
Latif Bhatti, and Information
Secretary Mir Murtaza Rind,
drew attention to several is-

sues plaguing the local ad-

ministration.

Joining the demonstration
were MC Bolhari President
Mir Buledi, Vice President
Umair Jatoi, Secretary Ghu-
lam Sarwar Buriro, Khalid
Bhatti, and other concerned

citizens. They \olced strong
objections against the alleged
issuance of fraudulent certifi-
cates to non-residents and de-
manded strict action against
the responsible municipal

"We demand a thorough
audit of the municipality's
annual  budget, \\«hich
amounts to crores of rupees,”

stated  Khalid  Hussain
Lashari, highlighting con-
cems over financial misman-
agement and corruption
within the municipal author-

ity. Flmherlmre the protesl-
ers urged authorities to take
immediate measures to re-
store cleanliness and sanita-
tion services in Bolhari, em-
phasizing the municipality's
obligation 1o effectively uti
lize public funds for the ben-
efit of residents. The SUP's
protest underscores growing
discontent over govemance
issues in Bolhari, urging
transparency, accountability,
and improved service del
ery in local administration
practices.

DC Ghotki Dr. Syed Muhammad
Ali condoles with family of
6-year-old Tahira

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI Deputy Commis-
sioner of Ghotki, Dr. Syed
Muhammad Ali. expressed
his heartfelt condolences to
the family of 6-vear-old
Tahira, who tragically died
after being bitten by stray
dogs in the village of Shams
Hyderi near Ubauro.

Upon leamning of the inci-
dent. Dr. Syed Muhammad
Al ited the grieving fam-
ily to offer his support and
sympathies. He expressed
profound sorrow over the un-
timely and tragic death of the
young girl. "This is a heart-
wrenching incident, and 1
stand with Tahira's family in

their time of grief." he stated

In response to the tragedy,
the DC Ghotki has directed
ADC-I Liaquat Ali Kalhoro
to submit a detailed report on
the incident. Dr Syed
Muhammad Ali has also or-
dered an immediate anti-ra-
bies operation in the district
to prevent such incidents in
the future.

"We must take swift and
decisive action to ensure the
safety of our children and the
entire community, An anti-ra-
bies operation will be con-
ducted to control the stray
dog population and prevent
further tragedies,”" he an-
nounced

The Deputy Commis-

sioner's visit and prompt ac-
tions underscore the impor-
tance of addressing public
safety concemns and ensuring
that such preventable inci-
dents do not recur. The com-
munity has been urged o co-
operate with the authorities
during the anti-rabies cam-
paign and to report any stray
dog sightings to help mitigate
the risk.

Tahira's tragic death has
brought to light the urgent
need for effective measures
to control stray animals and
protect the residents of
Ghotki, The authorities' swift
response 15 a step towards en-
suring the safety and well-
heing of the community,

Jaffaria Alliance Pakistan

leads protest in Daulatpur

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: Tensions
flared in village Jumo
Khan Lashari near (Qazi
Ahmed as residents, led by
laffaria Alliance Pakistan
Nawabshah, Maulana
Ameer Hussain  Sajidi,
Ayaz Lashari, Muharam
Lashari, and others, staged
a protest demonstration
against the closure of a cru-
cial road leading 1o their
village. The closure, al-
legedly enforced by influ-
ential figure Ishaq Rahu,
has severely hindered resi-
dents' access 1o essential
services during emergen-
cies

Addressing the gathered
protestors, Maulana Ameer
Hussain Sajidi denounced
the arbitrary closure of the
government-mandated
route. "The closure of this
road has imposed undue
hardships on our commu-
nity, especially during erit-
ical times when swift ac-
cess to medical and other
essential services is para-
mount,” he declared pas-
sionately. Ayaz Lashari and

Muharam Lashari echoed
these sentiments, empha-
sizing the urgent need for
the concerned authorities
o intervene and rectify the
situarion promptly. "We de-
mand that the occupation
of this public thoroughfare
be immediately removed,
allowing unfenered access
for all residents of Jumo
Khan Lashari," Ayaz
Lashari asserted firmly
The protest highlighted
widespread  community
dissatisfaction with the
road closure, which has
disrupted daily life and
posed significant chal-
lenges during emergencies.
Residents expressed frus-
tration over the lack of ac-
tion from local authorities

1o resolve the issue, calling
for swift and decisive
measures to reopen the
vital route. "We urge the
relevant authorities to take
immediate notice of our
plight and ensure thar jus-
tice is served by reopening
the road withour further
delay," urged Muharam
Lashari, amid chants of
solidarity from the gath-
ered crowd. The protest by
Jaffaria Alliance Pakistan
underscores the commu-
niry's determination to up-
hold their rights and access
o public infrastructure. As
tensions escalate, residents
remain resolute in their de-
mand for justice and the
restoration of unrestricted
access to their village

DC Larkana Dr. Sharjeel Noor
Channa warns to take action against
substandard LPG and CNG cylinders

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: Deputy Com-
missioner Larkana, Dr. Shar-
jeel Noor Channa, presided
over a crucial meeting in his
office addressing the rampant
use of illegal and substandard
gas cylinders by local ven-
dors across the district. The
meeting convened to discuss
the serious implications of
these cylinders, both LPG
and CNG, on public safety.
During  the session,

Deputy Commissioner Dr
Sharjeel Noor Channa high-
lighted the imminent dangers
posed by the use of non-com-
pliant cylinders, emphasizing
the urgent need to ensure the
use of only standardized and
legally approved cylinders.
He issued strict directives to
immediately halt the circula-
tion of illegal and substan-
dard cylinders, underscoring
that any incidents arising
from their use would be met
with severe conseguences.

"Legal actions will be
swiftly initiated against all
involved parties, including
stringent measures against
local vendors and dealers
found distributing illegal
cylinders," stated Dr. Shar-
jeel Noor Channa.

This initiative by the
Deputy Commissioner un-
derscores a proactive ap-
proach to safeguard public
welfare against potential haz-
ards associated with non-
standard gas cylinders

Dhoronaro man dies from
consuming alcohol

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORO: In the town of
Doronaro, a tragic incident
occurred where 40-year-old
Altaf Rajput died after con-
suming some alcohol. Fol-
lowing his death, his heirs
protested by placing his body
on the main bus stand. This
demonstration led to a clash
with the police due to the

strong demand for crack-
downs on drugs and banning
the sale of alcohol. During
the protest, prominent figures
including Saced Ahmed Ra-
jput, Vice Chairman Rana
Naeem Rajput, and others
highlighted that drug abuse
and excessive alcohol con-
sumption were widespread
issues in the city. They cniti-
cized the authorities for fail-

ing to take action against
drug dealers despite repeated
complaints. Although the po-
lice did not take immediate
action against the sellers,
they assured that a notice
would be issued to close
down illicit alcohol outlets
and initiate  crackdowns
against drug peddlers in the
area to prevent further inci-
dents,
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KARACHI: PPP Ch

nan, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari met
Ramas, Deputy Speaker of the New York State Assembly.

a delegation led by Phil
RT

Saeed Ghani Blasts MQM-P
For Inciting Hatred And
Spreading Deceptive Claims

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHLI: Sindh's Local
Government Minister, Saced
Ghani, eriticized Muttahida
Quami Movement Pakistan
(MOM-P), accusing them of
perpetuating divisive politics
reminiscent of their founder,
Altaf’ Hussain. Ghani, ad-
dressing a press conference
at the Sindh Assembly, high-
lighted MOM-P's recent
statements, labeling them as
inflammatory and mislead-
ing. particularly regarding
PPP's founder, Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto. He clarified that the
quota system in government
jobs originated during Li-
aquat Ali Khan's era. not
Bhutto's, emphasizing histor-
ical accuracy.

Ghani underscored the
lack of public service by
MOM-P in Sindh amidst
what he termed as toxic rhet-
oric. He also discussed the
impact of nationalization
policies introduced duri
Bhutto's tenure, claiming
they broke the economic mo-
nopoly of influential fami-
lies, which he noted had in-

creased exponentially over
time.

The Minister asserted
FPP's dominance in Karachi
and addressed ongoing dis
cussions with PML(N) r
warding the replacement of
Sindh's Governor, urging
prompt action to avoid polit-
ical contention

Regarding recent legal
disputes over Sindh gov-
ernment's recruitment
drives, Ghani reaffirmed
the administration’s com-
mitment Lo (ransparency.
despite MOM-P's objec-
tions. He dismissed MOM-
P’s demand for committee
involvement in  hiring

processes, citing legal pro-
visions and the need for im-
partiality.

FFP Sindh General-Sec-
stary Wagar Mehdi criti-
xd MOM-P's withdrawal
from recent local elections
in Karachi and Hyderabad,
alleging it stemmed from
declining popularity and re-
sorting to misinformation
lactics.

iterated PPP's commitment
10 governance and trans-
parency in Sindh, empha-
izing merit-based recruit-
ment  and challengi
MOM-P's narrative on var \-
ous fronts

Karachi Police Crush
Notorious Gang Stealing And
Selling Motorcycles Online

KARACHL Police in Gulba-
har Colony, also known as
Golimar, on
a gang of high-tech young
thieves specialising in steal-
ing motorcycles, forging doe-
uments,
them online - cleverly stay
ing off the radar of anti-vehi-
cle lifting agencies.

According 1o SSP Central
Zeeshan Siddiqui, the modus
operandi of the motorbike
lifters was a sophisticared

esday arrested ¥

and then selling §

three-stage operation, which
they had been successfully
using to make illegal money
for quite a while now.

"The gang members
would first ncqulre legitimare
documents for motor cbcles
These documents were the
foundation of their illicit
trade.” said Siddiqui while
talking to the media

"Then, using these gen-
uine papers, they would forge
fake documents for the stolen
motorcycles, ensuring that
the bikes appeared legal and
trustahle

With tampered engine
and chassis numbers, these
motorcycles were then listed
and sold on various online
platforms, conning unsus-

pecting buyers, the SSP re-
vealed

Siddiqui said that the
sang was highly active
across various parts of
Karachi. The culprits, identi-
fied as Bilawal, Shah Rukh,
and Rizwan, have confessed
to tampering with and selling
dozens of stolen motorcycles.

During the operation,
police recovered eight
stolen motorcycles and
five chassis from the
gang's possession. The
police said that each gang
member had his awn ex-
pertise in this criminal
operation

Rizwan, one of the
gang members, admitted
to faking the documents

and later selling the
stolen motorcycles on-
line. Bilawal, another of
the thieves, confessed to
lifting the motorcycles,
often rargeting specific
models on demand. Shah
Rukh, an experr in tam-
pering with engine and
chassis numbers, used to
charge Rs3,000 for each
alteration, the police said
“With the gang now in
custody, formal legal pro-
ceedings have been initi-
ated against them." SSP
Central said, adding,
"The successful operation
marks a significant step
in curbing motorcycle
theft and fraud in
Karachi."—RT/Agency

Shahid Khagan Abbasi
Demands The Abolition Of
Controversial NAB

KARACHI: Former Prime
Minister Shahid Khagan Ab-
basi demanded to abolish
NAB, otherwise, he warned
the country will remain
paralysed.

Talking to the media in
Karachi, Abbasi also criti-
cised the justice system.

He said that NAB has
been created to make politi-
cal cases. He said that for-
mer NAB Chairman Javed
Igbal used to say that he did-
n't make cases without the
direction of former PM
Imran Khan

He said that the govern-
ment's people said that the
budget was a failure, the ad-
ditional tax of Rs four thou-
cand billion was a new thing
in this budget, and the bur-
den would fall on the peo-
ple. He said that if the gov-
ernment Starts taxing its

exports it will be difficult to
do export.

Abbasi said that the insti-
tutions that are harming the
country should be closed.

The people are being
robbed, the government has
not made any monetary pol-
icy.

The former PM said that

the government was also
angry at my press confer-
ence yesterday, the govern-
ment has increased its ex-
penses by 25% by putting a
burden of Rs 4000 billion on
the people. He said that ad-
ditional tax was imposed on
the mecome of the common
man, petrol, diesel and that
cigarettes are being smug-

ed.

He said that the steel mills
in Karachi and Lahore pay all
the taxes. He noted that eco-
nomic depression was hap-
pening due to the unfair tax
policy. The former prime
minister said that they sup-
port whatever operation is
done for the country, but we
have to think about why
these operations are needed.
He said that they were form-
ing a political faction 'Awam
Pakistan Party’ —RT/Agency

In conclusion, Ghani re-

KARACHL  Sindh
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah met with a delegation
from Russian Sherbank, led

nities in education, health,
and infrastructure develop-
ment, including the restora-
tion of the steel mill

During the meeting at CM
Housz in Karachi, Shah high-
lighted potential collabora-
tions in educational technol-
ogy (EdTech) startups, aimed
at enhancing education deliv-
ery in Sindh. He proposed

Chief

by Mr. Timur Kozintsey, to |
explore investment opportu- |

partnerships with educational
istitutions and suggested

initiatives such as student fi-
nancing for studies in Russia

Mr. Timur Kozintsev, In-
ternational Head of Sbher-
bank, expressed interest in

sesting in various sectors,
ncluding healthcare innova-
tions like the Doctor's Smart
Assistant, which utilizes arti-
ficial intelligence for medical

lagnostics. Discussions in-
cluded potential parmerships

with leading health institu-
tions in Sindh, facilitated by
the investment department.
Regarding infrastruc-
ture development, CM
Murad Ali Shah empha-
sized the importance of
CSR initiatives to im-
prove educational facili-
ties, especially in flood-
affected  areas. The
discussion also touched
upon the historical signif-
icance of the steel mill
installed during the tenure
of Shaheed Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, with plans for its

Smdh CM And Russian Sberbank Forge
Groundbreaking Investment Talks On
Education, Health And Steel Mills’ Revival

restoration  to  benefit
workers and the economy,
The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials
including Sberbank's
Deputy Trade Representa-
tive, Russian Consul Gen-
eral. and Sindh govern-
ment  secretaries It
concluded with assur-
ances from Sberbank to
continue dialogue with
the provincial govern-
ment to explore and final-
ize investment opportuni-
ties in these crucial
sectors.—RT

KARACHI: The All Pak-
istan Mewspapers Society
(APNS) expressed deep
sorrow over the demise of
Kazi Afzal Abid, elder
brother of Kazi Asad
Abid, publisher and chief
editor of Thrat Group of
publications.
Nazafreen Saigol Lakhani,

APNS Mourns The Loss Of
Kazi Afzal Abid, Esteemed
Brother Of Former MNA
Kazi Asad Abid

President, and Mr. Sarmad
Ali, Secretary General of
APNS, conveyed their
heartfelt condalences to
Kazi Asad Abid and his
family. They prayed for
the departed soul's eternal
peace and strength for the

As. bereaved family to cope
T

with this loss —R'

KARACHI Tl\e Jm‘tl&.‘la]
Commission sanctioned the
nomination of Justice Shafi
Muhammad Siddiqui as the
Chief Justice of the Sindh
High Court (SHC)

A meeting of the Judicial
Commission was held under
the chairmanship of Chief
Justice Qazi Faez Isa In the
meeting, the name of Justice
Shafi Muhammad Siddigui

Justice Shafi Siddiqui
Elevated To Prestigious
Role Of Chief Justice
Of Sindh ngh Court

was approved for the posi-
tion of top slot of the Sindh
High Court.

Justice Shafi Muhammad
Siddiqui was unanimously
approved by the commis-

sion, sources said. The
names of Justice Naimatul-
lah Phulpoto and Justice
Salahuddin Panhoor were
also considered in the meet-
ing.—KT/Agency

Karachi- The Sindh govern-
ment increased the sales tax
from 13 to 15 percent with
effect from July 1, media re-
ported

The provincial govem-
ment hiked the Sindh Sales
Tax to 15 percent in a re-
cently passed budget for the
fiscal year 2024-25 which
will apply to various busi-
nesses, including restaurants,
hotels, and wedding halls

According to the revised
tax, restaurants, cafes, bak-
enies, and hotels will have to
pay 15 percent sales tax

The guest houses, farm-
houses, clubs, and wedding
halls will also be charged 15
percent sales tax. The credit
card payments will be sub-
ject to an 8 percent sales tax
while the cash payments will
be subject to a 15 percent
sales tax

“To promote digitalisa-
tion in the economy, it was
proposed to reduce SST rate
to 8percent for the restaurant
services involving customers'

Sindh Imposes Hefty
Sales Tax Hike On
Wedding Halls,
Restaurants, And Cafes

payments through digital
means like debit/eredit card,
mohile wallet, QR Scanning,
etc. For promoting the Tele-
com services which pay high
rate of 19 5percent SST but
utilize input items paying
Federal Sales Tax of up to
I8percent (which was previ-
ously 17percent), it is pro-
posed to allow them the input
tax credit of up to 18percent
instead of 17percent as at
present,” Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah said
while  presenting  the
budget—RT

KARACHI: Karachi police
on Tuesday constituted a six-
member committee to probe
the killing of & Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party (PPP) councilor in
Korangi.

As per deta; P Ko-
rang Tavheed Rchrmm has
formed a committee follow-
ing the PPP chairman took
notice of the killing of Aamir
Abbasi, a councilor, elected
from Bhittai Colony, Ko-

angi.
SSP Tauheed said the

Karachi Police Launch
Special Committee To
Probe Shocking Murder Of
PPP Councilor

tearn will probe the killing of
businessman Waseem  and
Aamir Abbasi.

The probe team will be

headed by the SDPO
Landhi, while SHO
Zaman Town, Awami

Town and two inspecto
of Sindh police will be
the member of the probe
team

The team will present
its progress report on a
daily basis, the SSP

Ministers Nasir Shah And
Saeed Ghani Demand Daily
Public Updates On Muharram
Electricity Measures

KARACHL:

Shah and Minister Local

Government Saced Ghani |
presided over a meeting with |

religious scholars to discuss
electricity arrangements dur-
ing Muharram at the Sindh
Energy Department office in
Karachi. They directed
HESCO, SEPCO, and K-

Electric to ensure uninter- |

mplcd electricity  supply
from 1st to 12th Muharram
for Majlis and pluu,\smm
with special instructions is-
sued accordingly. Energy
Secretary Mossadiq Ahmed
Khan, Karachi Commis-
sioner Hasan Nagvi, and
other officials attended the
mesting.

Shah and Ghani empha-

sized  that  HESCO,
8; and K-Electric
m aily inform the pub-

lic via media about no load

Sindh Enerzy |
Minister Sved Nasir Hussain |

shedding between mid-
night and & AM, providing
relief and notifying any re-
ductions in peak hours
They stressed that regular
reports should be submit-
ted to ensure transparency
and public awareness. The
ministers expressed the
government's commitment
to easing public discom-
fort by minimizing peak-

SE

hour disruptions and en-
suring uninterrupted night-
time rest

Additionally.
cided in the £ 10 ex-
empt 8th, 9th, and 10th
Muharram from load shed-
ding, HESCO, SEPCO,
and K-Electric pledged
full cooperation in imple-
menting these arrange-
ments. —RT

was de-

Pakistan's Agro And Food
Exports Skyrocket To $8 Billion,
Shattering Previous Records

KARACHI: Pakistan has
achieved a historic mile-
stone in its agro and food
exports, reaching 38 bil-
lion during the financial
year 2023-2024, up from
%58 billien in the previ-
ous year-a remarkable in-
crease of 37%. This surge
underscores the growing
importance of Pakistan's
agricultural sector in the
global market

Rice Exports: Pak-
istan's rice expons soared
o $3.8 billion from July to
June 2023-2024, com-
pared to $2.179 billion in
the previous year, marking
a growth of 78 26%. This
increase is attributed to
strong performance in the
EU, Africa, ASEAN, and
GACC  countries, baol-
stered by Minimum Ex-
port Price (MEP) regula-
tions and  improved
compliance with Sanitary
and Phyrosanitary (SPS)
standards.

Sesame Seed Exports:
Export of sesame seeds
surged to $410 million, up

from $151 million, show-
ing a growth of 171%. In-
creased production and
ightened demand from
Korea, and Japan
contributed 1o this growth,
supported by awareness
campaigns in key produc-
tion areas

Maize Exports: Maize
exports reached $421 mil-
lion, up from $190 mil-
lion, marking a growth of
121%. Global price in-
creases  following the
Russian-Ukraine conflict
boosted  demand, with
major markets in Vietam
Malaysia, Korea, and
Oman benefiting,

Meat Exports: Meat ex-
ports grew by 17.66%, to-
taling $507 million, com-
pared to $431 million in
the preximm year. Expan-
sion into new markers and
the addition of new
slaughterhouses cof-
tributed to this growth

Fruits, Vegetables, and
Others: Significant growth
was seen in onion exports,
surging by 4024% to $224

million. Mango exports
also increased by 12.74%
Spices exports rose by
7.8% during the same pe-
riod

Mr. Zubair Motiwala,
Chief Executive of the
Trade Development Au-
thority  of  Pakistan
(TDAP), attributed this
growth to robust efforts in
the agro sector. TDAP
conducted  workshops
ACTOSS Various regions to
boost production capacity
and facilitate export regis-
tration. Motiwala high-
lighted new opportunities
in the Chinese marker for
Pakistani meat, including
the historic export of cher.
ries. He emphasized ef-
forts to explore non-tradi-
tional export products and
expand into new markets
like Jordan, Uzbekistan,
Lebanon, and Egypt. With
recent legislation support-
ing inland fisheries export,
Motiwala expressed opti-
mism in achieving a $10
billion target for the cur-
rent fiscal year —RT

Sindh Assembly Set To Declare
Karachi As New York's Sister
City, Announces Murad Shah

KARACHI:  Sindh
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, in a meeting with
Deputy Speaker of the New

Mr. formed the Chief

has agreed to pass a resolu-
fion declaring Karachi as the
sister city of New York.

The meeting, attended by
senior officials including
Health Minister Dr. Azra
Fazal Pechuho and Education
Minister Sardar Shah, fo-
cused on strengthening ties
between Karachi and New
York. The nember dele-
gation, whic Tuded NY
Assembly ber  Alec
Brook and members of the

said —RT/Agency

Amencan Pakistani commit-

Chief tee, discussed mutual cooper-

ation and cultural exchange
initiatives

Mr. Phil Ramos in-
ter about previous discus
sions in 2023 regarding
the sister city agreement,
expressing optimism for
its realization following
the Sindh Assembly’s res-
olution. CM Murad Shah
confirmed that the resolu-
tion would be tabled in
the upcoming budget ses-
sion of the Sindh Assem-
bly, with reciprocal ac-
tion expected from the
New  York  Assembly
thereafter

Chief Secretary Asif
Hyder Shah was tasked

with drafting the resolu-
tion in consultation with
Mr. Ramos, underscoring
the commitment to for-
malize this lomatic
and cultural relationship.
Additionally, the
meeting concluded with
agreements to enhance
professional standards at
the province's Nursing
College, supported by
AAPAC, and to foster ed-
ucational and trade part-
nerships between Sindh
and New York. A gesture
of cultural exchange saw
the Chief Minister pre-
senting Ajrak and Sindhi
caps to the visiting dele-
gation as tokens of re-
spect and honor. —RT
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PM Shehbaz Demands Revolutionary Boost
In Trade And Connectivity With Tajikistan

DUSHANBE: Prime Minis- [f

ter Shehbaz Sharif has urged §

for increased trade, invest-
ment, and connectivity be-
tween Pakistan and Tajik-
istan,  Radio  Pakistan
reported.

Addressing a joint news
conference with Tajik Presi-

dent Emomali Rahmon in |}

Dushanbe on Tuesday, Sharif
emphasised the need for fur-
ther cooperation in diverse
fields such as agriculture, ed-
ucation, health, and trade.

"Numerous Memoran-
dums of Understanding were
signed today between the two
countries, which will be in-
strumental in furthering our
relations," said Sharif. He
highlighted the strategic part-
nership agreement's impor-
tance, congratulating Tajik-
istan for its role in
strengthening brotherly rela-
fions and expanding cooper-
ation.

The prime  minister
stressed the necessity of rail
connectivity between Tajik-
istan, Afghanistan, and the

port of Karachi, to boost re-
gional trade and integration.

Regarding bilateral coop-
eration, Shanf mentioned
that the CASA-1000 project
is expected to be completed
next year, bringing prosperity
to the region.

Sharif alsc held a one-on-
one meeting with President
Rahmon, discussing  the
China-Tajikistan and
Afghanistan corridor.

Touching on the fight
against terrorism,  Sharif
noted the significant sacri-
fices made by both Pakistan

and Tajikistan. "Pakistan is
ready to offer its cooperation
in fighting the scourge of ter-
rorism,” he asserted, high-
lighting Pakistan's commit-
ment to collective efforts
against terrorsm.
Addressing global chal-
lenges, the premier con-
demned the ongoing oppres-
sion in Indian Tlegally
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IICJK) and Gaza.
"Peace in South Asia will re-
main elusive until the Kash-
mir dispute is resolved in

ples
light of UN Security Council

resolutions,” he stated.

Sharif thanked President
Rahmon and the people of
Tajikistan for their warm
welcome and extended an in-
vitation to the Tajik president
to visit Pakistan.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Shehbaz met with Tajikistan
President Emomali Rahmon,
emphasising the vast poten-
tial for foreign mvestment in
Pakistan's enerzy, mining, in-
dustry, agriculture, and other
sectors.

Upon arrival at Qasr-e-
Millat, Prime Minister She-
hbaz was warmly welcomed
by President Rahmon, fol-
lowed by a guard of honour
from the Tajik armed forces.

President Rahmon under-
scored the cordial and broth-
erly relations between Pak-
istan and Tajikistan. The
leaders discussed ways to
strengthen  cooperation in
various fields and improve
regional connectivity and
linkages between their peo-

"Pakistan offers immense

potential for foreign invest-
ment in numerous sectors,”
Prime Minister Shehbaz
stated, inviting Tajikistan 1o
explore these opportunities.

Prime Minister Shehbaz,
on a two-day visit at Presi-
dent Rahmon's invitation,
was received with full hon-
ours, including the playing of
national anthems and a guard
of honour, which he re-
viewed.

The leaders introduced
their respective delegations,
which included Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Muhammad Ishag
Dar, Defence Minister
Khawaja Muhammad Asif,
Information and Broadcast-
ing Minister Attaullah Tarar,
and Special Assistant to PM
Tarig Fatemi.Prime Minister
Shehbaz also laid a wreath at
the monument of Tajikistan's
national  hero Ismail
Somoni, a revered historic
figure who significantly de-
veloped the region during
his rule in the 9th and 10th
centuries —RT/Agency

US Labels Imran’s
Detention As Pakistan's
'Internal Crisis'

WASHINGTON: The US
State Department has said
that the detention of former
prime minister Imran Khan is
an internal matter for Pak-
Istan

This statement was part
of a broader discussion dur-
ing a recent press briefing
where Vedant Patel, Principal
Dieputy Spokesperson of the
State Department, address
various concerns involving
Pakistan and Afghanistan

Patel  addressed  the
United Nations arbitrary de-
tention committee's declara-
tion that Khan's detention
was illegal and deferred o
the UN for further clarifica-
their statement, em-
1g that the US has no
additional assessment to offer
on the matter.

Yesterday, a UN human
rights working group stressed
that the former premier's de-
tention is arbitrary and in vi-
olation of international law,
adding the jailed politician
should be released immedi-
ately.

It also alleged “wide-

spread fraud on election day,
stealing dozens of parliamen-
tary seats.”

The department further
reiterated its call for Pakistan
1o respect human rights and
fundamental freedoms, in-
cluding freedom of expres-
sion, freedom of association,
peaceful assembly, and free-

“We urge the govemment
of Pakistan to respect human
rights and fundamental free-
doms, including the freedom
of expression, freedom of as-

saciation, peaceful assembly,
and the freedom of religion
as well,” he said

To a question about the
credibility of Pakistani elec-
tions and allegations of mas-
sive rigging, Patel said Pak-
istani elections continued to
be an area of focus for the
US,

“This is something that
we have continued 1o raise
with our partners in Pak-
istan, yes. That continues 1o
be an area of focus of
ours. " —RT/Agency

Government Courts Opposition For
High-Stakes PAC Chairmanship

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government has contacred
the PTI-backed opposition
in the National Assembly
for appointment of a new
Chairman of the Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC),
media reported on Tuesday,
citing sources.

Sources told media thar
Chief Whip Tariq Fazal has
written a letter to Leader of
Opposition in National As-
sembly, Omar Ayub, seeking
four names for the position
of PAC Chairman

The letter stated that the
government wants senior
and experienced individuals
to be considered for the po-
sition, and that the selection
will be made through mu-
tual consensus

A copy of the letter has
also been sent to PTI Chief
Whip, Amir Dogar.

Earlier, it was reported
that Sunni Ittehad Council
(SIC) had replaced maver-
ick Sher Afzal Khan Marwat
with Sheikh Waqas Akram
for Chairmanship of the Na-

Negotiations

onal Assembly’s Public
Accounts Committee
(PAC)
SIC chief Hamid Raza
formally apprised the Na-
tional Assembly (NA) Sec-
retariat about the party’s
nominee for the slot
“Sheikh Wagas Akram
has been nominated for the
chairmanship of the PAC”
Hamid Raza told the NA
secretariat.

Itis pertinent to mention
here that the slot became a
bone of contention and trig-
gered a tug-of-war between
senior Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (FTT) members as Sher
Afzal Marwat, who was ear-
lier named by the party,
openly critisised the party
leadership

Earlier on May 11, the | _

PTI issued a show-cause no-
tice to Sher Afzal Marwat
for making “irresponsible’
statements
The notice was issued by
PTI Secretary General Omar
Ayub Khan who asked Mar-
wat to explain his state-
ments within three days,
which have been deemed
damaging to the party’s rep-
utation. —RT/Agency

Government
Tarnishing Country
And Military's
Reputation:
Bushra Bibi

| “%

ISL. A\ﬂABAD BushmB i,
the jailed wife of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)'s im-
prisoned founding leader
Tmiran Khan has said that the
government is responsible
for bringing disrepute to the
country and is military.

While having an informal
coversation with journalists
at Adiala Jail, Bushra Bibi
stated that in the afterlife,
there are two places: Alim
Barzakh, where there are
murtagis, abstainers, and
righteous people, while the
other is the prison where
souls come o Earth, where
there is a place where there is
a govemment of devils.

She went on 1o say that
the country is ruled by fraud-
sters and thieves, and la-
belled every individual
within the government as the
devil

Bushra, who was sen-

Imced 3] 14 }ears in pnsan
on January 31 along with
Imran in a gift repository
case, was confined to a room
at Bani Gala which was de-
clared a sub-jail on the order
of Tslamabad chief commis-
sioner on the same day, Jan-
uary 31. The couple was later
acquirted in the case.

Imran Khan and Bushra
Bibi were later also con-
victed in the Nikkah Iddat
case in February, just days
before the general elections.

Earlier during the day. an
accountability court in Islam-
abad had granted bail o
Bushra Bibi. in a £190 mil-
lion corruption case, provid-
ing some relief in the ongo-
ing legal bartles faced by the
former first lady However,
prison officials stated thar
she cannot be released due 10
her conviction in the Iddar
case —RT/Agency

ECP Issues Ultimatum:
Parties Must
Submit Financial
Statements For 2023-24

By August 29

Justice Minallah Slams ECP
For Misinterpreting SC
Verdict In Reserved Seats Case

ISLAMABAD: Supreme [=

Court's Justice Athar Minal-
lah said Tuesday that it is a
"proven fact" that the Elec-
tion Commission of Pak-
istan {ECP) misinterpreted
the apex court's verdict
denying the Pakistan
Tehreek-g-Insaf (PTI) of its
"bat" symbol over failure to
hold valid intra-party polls.

"Should the court give

its validation to an unconsti- b

tutional interpretation done
by a constitutional body?
[...] Do you want us to re-
vive the doctrine of neces-
sity?" Justice Minallah re-
marked.

His remarks came as a
13-member full-court SC
bench heard the Sunni Itte-
had Council's (SIC) plea
against the Peshawar High
Court's (PHC) verdict up-
holding the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan's (ECP)
decision denying them the
reserved seats.

The bench, led by Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CIP}
(Qazi Faez lsa. comprises
Justice Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah, Justice Munech
Akhtar, Justice Yahya
Affidi, Justice Amin-ud-Din
Khan, Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhail, Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar,
Justice Syed Hassan Azhar
Rizvi, Justice Shahid Wa-
heed, Justice Irfan Saadat
Khan and Justice Nagem
Akhtar Afghan

During  the hearing
today, Attorney General of
Pakistan (AGP) Mansoor
Usman argued that inde-
pendent candidates are con-
sidered to be a part of a po-
litical party if they join it.

"The question is whether
independent candidates can
join the SIC under Article
517 the AGP said.

At this, Justice Minallah
stressed that a political party
has rights under Article 51
of the Constitution and re-
marked that people voted
for a political party, how-
ever, the ECP excluded a
political party from the
polls. The attorney general
further contended that inde-
pendent candidates can nei-
ther form a parliamentary
party nor they can join a po-
litical party which doesn't
have the status of a parlia-
mentary party Additionally,
SIC lawyer Faisal Siddigqui
submitted the notification
issued by the National As-
sembly Secretariat regard-

ing Zartaj Gul's appoint-
ment as  parliamentary
leader and argued that the
ECP — in its response —
acknowledged the inde-
pendent candidates’ joining
of the SIC.This prompted
Justice Muneeb to remark
that the electoral body was
in fact accepting the inde-
pendent candidates as be-
longing to the SIC."Now,
the ECP's own record is ac-
cepting these people as be-
longing to the SIC [...] tell
me how is the ECP depriv-
ing them of the reserved
seals despite acknowledging
them as a parliamentary
party?” the judge ques-
tioned, adding that inde-
pendent candidates become
a parliamentary party if they
join a political party Fur-
thermore, Justice Avesha
questioned how could the

ectoral body consider the
SIC a parliamentary p.
when it doesn't regard it as a
political party in the first
place —RT/Agency

Government Defends Imran’s
Arrest As Pakistan's 'Internal
Affair' Amid UN Cr1t1c1sm

ISLAMABAD: Law
Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar
asserted on Tuesday that the
arrest of former prime minis-
ter Tmran Khan and the on-
going legal cases against him
are strictly a domestic matter
of the country,

A UN human
working group stressed that
the former premier's deten-
tion is arbitrary and in viola-
tion of international law,
adding the jailed politician
should be released immedi-
ately.

Responding to these de-
velopments, Tarar empha-
sised that Pakistan is a sover-
eign state where
constitutional and legal mar-
ters are upheld through the
judiciary.

He confirmed that the
former premier is serving his
sentence as a lawfully con-
victed individual, entitled 1o
all rights under national laws
and internarional norms

Following this, the minis-

rights

ter further \uLh]mhIe,d [11at
granting reliefto the founder
of PTI in various cases re-
flects a commitment 1o tran:
parent and impartial tria
adhering strietly 1o constitu-
tional principles, laws, and
international standards.

Earlier in the day. the US
State Department had also
said that the detention of
Imran Khan is an intemal
marter for Pakistan

This statement was part
of a broader discussion dur-
ing a recent press briefing

. volvi

where Vedant Patel, Princi-
pal Deputy Spokesperson of
the State Department, ad-
dressed various concems in-
i Pakistan  and
Afghanistan Patel addressed
the

trary s
declaration that Khan's de-
tention was illegal and de-
ferred to the UN for further
clarification on their state-
ment, emphasising that the
US has no additional as-
sessment to offer on the
matter —RT/ Agency

Shibli Faraz Warns: Political Turmoil
Threatens Pakistan With Economic

ISLAMABAD: Former fed-
eral information minister,
Shibli Faraz has claimed that

Pakistan is facing a crisis due [§

to palitical instability

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf leader, talking to the
media accompanied by Kan

.| wal Shauzab in ]s]amabad

asserted that only elected
representatives’ presence in
parliament can ensure im-

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Co n of Pak-

Muhammad Zubair Slams Government
For Burdensome Tax-Heavy Budget

KARACHI: The former gov-
emor of Sindh, Muhammad
Zubair, voiced his concerns
regarding the newly imposed
taxes on the salaried class in
the budget 2024-25, media
reported on Tuesday.

In & discussion on private
tv,” the former govemor crit-
icized the unequal tax impo-
sition by the federal govern-
ment, stating that both direct
and indirect taxes have af-
fected salaried citizens

“If everyone was taxed
equally, no one would ob-

ject,” Zubair said.

He pointed out that the
new budget includes not only
4 tax but also an additional
surcharge on the salaried
class

Responding to a question,
he noted that the current gov-
emment is unpopular among
the salaried and middle-class
sections, who traditionally do
not favor the Pakistan Peo-
ples” Party (PPP) and Pak-
1stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N)

Addressing the issue of

riging electricity bills, Zubair
predicted that prices of elec-
tricity bills are expected to
increase by 20 percent.

“If a consumer have to
pay a bill of Rs 100 today, it
will be Rs 120 soon. People
do not understand the reason
behind constant increase in
bills,” he remarked Oppos-
ing the nature of taxes im-
posed, Zubair expressed ar-
gued that despite higher
taxes, the revenue remains
unchanged, making them
ineffective —RT/Agency

istan (ECP) has advised po-
litical party heads to file
their “Consolidated State-
ment of Accounts’ for the fi-
nancial year 2023-24 (ended
on June 30) on Form-D by
August 29, This directive
follows section 210 of the
Elections Act, 2017, a

ing o a pre
on  Tuesday.
mandates that pol

ties must submit a consoli-
dated statement of accounts,
audited by a Chartered Ac-
countant, within sixty days
of the financial v 3
This statement must include
details of annual income

balities. The submission to
the ECP must be complete,

1. political party leaders must

including an auditor's report
on the party's accounts and
a certificate from an autho-
rised party official stating
no prohibited funds were re-
ceived under the Elections
Act, 2017. This ensures an
accurate financial repres
tation of th
as outline
Act, 2017, 15 available fr
of charge at the ECP Sec
tariat in Islamabad. Provin-
cial Election Commission
offices in Punjab, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
, and on the
Additionally,

provide an attested copy of
the Auditor’s Member-
ship/Certificate from
ICAP and the latest re-
newal certificate  with

Form-D.—RT/Agency

o He said current
occupants of parliament hold
their seats due to Form-47,
not through a public vote.

|| These people lack legitimacy
|| as public representatives, he
added

He said the budget an-
nounced by the federal gov-
emment is not  public
friendly.

Criticizing the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP), he said the commis-
sion has failed to perform its
constitutional duties. He said

Catastrophe

we are worried about the case
which is being dra;
The last general elections are
being criticized globally. A
UN report reads it will be

made a case study, he
claimed
Shibli Faraz said the Pak

economy of Pakistan is dete-
riorating owing to the unfair
elections.

He categorically said that
the IMF does not hold a soft

comer for Pakistan. Only the

genuine public representa-
tives can put the country on
the right track, he added.
Kanwal Shauzab alleged
that the ECP has violated Ar-
ticle 17 of the constitution of
akistan by unjustly del i
the largest party--PTIShe
alse claimed that the PTI
[ were pressured to
contest as independent candi-

dates —RT/ Agency

Mohsin Naqvi Celebrates Victory
In Wiping Out Terrorists In KP

ISLAMABAD: Interior
Minister Mohsin Nagvi on
Tuesday landed the army
for eliminating terrorists
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
He said the security
forces eliminated nine ter-

rorists in Tirah and Lakki §

Marwat, ridding the areas

of the scourge of terror-
ism. He said fight against
terrorism  would con-
tinue. The security
forces eliminated nine
terrorists in two opera-
tions in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Monday,
said ISPR.—RT/Agency
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