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Nawaz Vows To Play Active Role
In Strengthening Polltlcal System

LAHORE: After getting back
Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz's (PML-N) presi-
dency last month, former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif
has decided to play “an ac
tive role in national politics”.
sources told media on Mon-

ay.

The development came
after the PML-N president
held a meeting with senior
party leaders — including
Rana Sanaullah and Khawaja
Saad Rafique — which lasted
for nearly two hours, the
SOUTCES S, adding that
Nawaz decided to become
more active in the political
affairs of the country.

The politico would hold
more meetings with the
party's leaders and workers
besides playing an active role
in strengthening the prevail-
ing political system, they
added

Nawaz had lost the prime
minister’s effice in 2017 and
the presidency of his party in
2018, as a result of the
Supreme Court's ruling in the
assets beyvond means case.

After the ouster of Tmran
Khan-led Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) government in
April 2022, the Nawaz-led
party came (o power.

The parties under the flag
of the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) got a
chance to transfer the power
to the then-largest opposition
party — PML-N — and
elected Shehbaz Shanif as the
new premier for the remain-
ing 1.5 years of the rule.

The Nawaz-led party was
reelected to power after
forming a coalition with the
Pakistan Peoples Party (FPF)
and the Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan (MOM-

P) in the Centre after the gen-
eral elections this year.

The PML-N chief refused
10 become the prime minister
as he did not want to head the
goalition in the Centre as no
party was able to secure
enough seats to form the ma-
Jjority government following
the February 8 polls.

Strengthening its image
on political canvas, Nawaz
was elected unopposed as
the party president in May
2024 after a six-vear hiatus
as no other party leader
submitted their nomination
papers against the party
supremo  for the top
post —RT/Agency

THC Suspends ECP's Decision
On Transfer Of Election
Petitions To New Tribunals

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (THC) Mon-
day suspended the Election
Commission of Pakistan's
(ECP) order, wherein it had
transferred multiple poll rig-
ging petitions 1o a new tribu-
mal

The case was heard by
THC Chief Justice Aamer Fa-
roog who also issued a con-
tempt of court notice 1o Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) lawmaker Anjum
Aqeel Khan, directing him 1o
ensure his appearance before
the court in every hearing.

The electoral body's four-
member bench, headed by
Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sikandar Sultan Raja,
on June 10 approved the pe-
titions from PML-N lawmak-
ers seeking transfer of the
cases, wherein their win in
the February 8 polls was
challenged by [Pakistan
Tehresk- e—lne:lf(]fll) backed
independent candidares

The petitions were filed s

by PML-N's Tariq Fazal
Chaudhry, Ageel Khan and
Raja Khurram Nawaz whose
rival candidates in the gen-
eral election were PTI-
backed Muhammad  Ali
Bokhari, Shoaib Shaheen and

Aamir I\1u=_- al.

In response, the PTI-
backed independent candi-
dates then moved the IHC
against the ECP's decision,
with the court initially bar-
ring the new tribunals from
hearing the cases.

During the hearing tday,
IHC CJ Farooq directed
PML-N lawmaker Anjum to
read his affidavit submited
in the ECP.

"What is the meaning of
the word nepotism? Explain
it to me." the chief justice
aid

"My English is very weak
) These are legal termi-
nologies, 1 apn]ouqe uncon-
dilinna]l).I to the court”, the
politician said in response

"This is not at all a legal
terminology.” Farooq

w

replied

‘When asked by the chief
Jjustice whether he had signed
the affidavit without readi
it, the PML-N lawmaker an-
swered in the affirmative.
Referring to the legisla-
1or's petition in the ECP for
the wransfer of the case to a
new tribunal, the CJ ques-
tioned how the tribunal judge
was hiased
“Did you want to change
him [judge] because he was-
n't  giving you undue
favours? the CJ questionad
°I didn't ask for any
favours,” Anjum replied

“[Then] why did you ac-
cuse the judge [of bias]?
Why did you ask the lawyer
0 submit an application [to
ECP]? the chief justice in-
quired —RT/Agency

Law Ministry Notifies
Elevation Of Three Judges
To The Supreme Court

ISLAMABALY: The Ministry
of Law and Justice on Mon-
day notified the appoint-
ments of three high court
judges to the Supreme Court

following the approval of §

President Asif Ali Zardari.
The judges who have
been elevated to the top court
include Lahore High Court
(LHC}) Justice Shahid Bilal
Hassan, LHC Chief Justice
Malik Shahzad Ahmad Khan
and Sindh High Court (SHC)
Chief Justice Aqeel Ahmed
Abbasi. The new appoint-
ments were approved by the
president under Article 177
After  Lahore High
Court’s  Chief  Justice
Shahzad’s elevation, Justice
Shujaat Ali Khan was ap-
pointed as acting LHC CJ by
President Zardani under Arti-
cle 196, according to a noti-
fication 1ssued by the law
ministry. Justice Shujaat waill
perform duties as acting LHC
CJ until the appointment to
the top post, it further stated.
The Judicial Commission
of Pakistan (JCP) had recom-
mended the elevation of chief
Justices of the LHC and the
SHC to the apex court, be-

sides recommending the ele-
vation of the LHC judge to
the apex court earlier this
month. The

taken by Chief Ju

Pakistan (CIP) Justice Qan
Facz lsa, chairman of the

commission, in the SC
chaired a meeting of the JCF,
a constitutional forum for the
Judges” appointment in the
superior courts. It was leamt
by The News that after de-
tailed deliberations, the com-
mission by a 5-4 majority ap-
proved the elevation
Justice Shahzad The ICP
also approved elevation of
Justice Shahid Of nine mem-
bers of the coms

JCP members, Justice Sy
Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice
Mungeb  Akhtar,  Justice

¢ of the LHC chief ]
F the Supreme Court,

Yahya Afridi and Justice
(retd) Manzoor  Ahmed
Malik, opposed the elevation
ustice o
while
CIP Isa, Justice Amin-ud-
Din, Azam Tarar, AG Man-
soor Usman Awan and PBC
representative Akhtar Hus-
sain voted in favour of Ju

tice Shahzad’s elevation The
JCP was constituted under the
18th Constitutional Amend-
ment. As the commission rec-
ommended appointment of

of the LHC and SHC judges as

Judges of the Supreme Court,
their names would now be
ferred to the Parliamentary
Committee on Judges A
paeintment, which has the au-
thority to approve or disap-

prove it —RT/Agency

CJP Isa: PTI's Merger With.SIC Is
'Polltlcal Su1c1de

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice |

of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa wondered on Monday
why Pakistan Tehreek-
Insaf (PTT) "committed sui-
cide" when it decided to
merge with the Sunni [tiehad
Council (SIC) following the
February § elections.

The CIJP's remarks came
during a hearing of the peti-

b
tion filed by the SIC, which “

is an ally of the PTI, against
the Peshawar High Court's
(PHC) werdict denving re-
served seats for women and
minorities in the national and
provincial assemblies.
A full court 13-member
bench. headed by CJP Isa,
also comprises Justice Sved
Manscor Ali Shah. Justice
Muneeb  Akhtar, Justice
Yahya Afridi, Justice Amin-
ud-Din Khan, Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail, Justice
Muharmmad Ali Mazhar, Jus-
tice Ayesha A Malik, Justice
Athar Minallah, Justice Syed
Hassan Azhar Rizvi, Jus!
Shahid Waheed, Justice Irfan

> proce

Saadat Khan and Justice
Naeem Akhtar Afghan
"Why did the independ-
ent candidates leave PTI
when it is a political party?
Why did you commit suicide
by joining another party
which goes against your ar-
guments?" asked the chief

Jjustice
The CIP said that had the
independent candidates

stayed with the PTI, there
would have been no problem
today.

Following the today's
ing, the Supreme
Court said PTI leader Kan-

wal Shuzab's counsel Salman
Akram Raja and SIC counsel
Faisal Siddiqui have com-
pleted their arguments in the
case.

CIP lsa directed the
counsels of other respon-
dents to keep their arguments
conise as the court will not
allow more time as the coun-
sels for PPR, ECP and the At-
torney General for Pakistan
(AGP) will present their ar-
guments in the next hearing.

The top court adjourned
the hearing of the case till to-
morrow (Tuesday)

The PTI-backed inde-

peadent  candidates  whe
emerged victorieus in the
February 8 clections had

joined the SIC in a bid 1o

claim seats reserved for mi-
nority and women.

However, this did not
help the party as the election
commission did not allocate
reserved seats 1o the SIC, cit-
ing its failure to submit its
list of candi

The party had then E
proached the PHC on the
said issue wherein the court
upheld the electoral body's
decision.

In April, SIC
Sahibzada Hamid Raza
along with the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  Assembly
speaker. moved the SC seek-
ing setting aside of the PHC
wverdict and the allocation of
67 women and 11 minority
seats in the assemblies

On May 6, a three-mem-
ber SC bench headed by Jus-
tice Mansoor Ali Shah, in-
cluding Justice Muhammad
Ali Mazhar and Justice Athar

chief

Minallah, " suspended the
PHC verdict.

It then referred the matter
e the | " committee for
they, formationYofya, larger
bench since the matier re=
quirediconstitutional Tnters
pretation.

Meanwhile, the ECF had
last week submitted its re-
Spanse o the apex Court)
saying the SIC does not qual-
ify for reserved seats as the
political party doesn't allow
non=Muslims to be a part of
it

The ECP informed the
top court that the reserved
seats cannot be alloted 1o the
SIC as the party did not sub-
mit the list of candidates be-
fore the January 24 deadline.

On the other hand, SIC
also submitted the additional
documents to the apex court,
including the ECP's notifica-
tion of success for two Na-
tional Assembly lawmakers-
elect, with a plea to bring the
said documents on judicial
records—RT/Agency

Zardari Advocates Rehabilitation For
Surrendered Dacoits

KARACHI: President Asif
Ali Zardari has stated that

criminals from the Kacha |

Area in Sindh, except for
hardened criminals, who are
willing to surrender to the
state, should be gradually
brought into the mainstream
and rehabilitated to become
responsible and productive
citizens

The president expressed
these views while chairing a
meeting on the law and order
situation in Sindh, held in
Sukkur on Monday. He also
called for stem action against
hardeore criminals involved
in heinous crimes.

The president emphasised
the need o improve the road,
health, and education infra-
structure of the Kacha Areas
on a priority basis o enhance
the socio-economic condi-
tions of the people.

He advised that a gaumi
jirga, comprising  tribal
chiefs, should be convened 1o
engage and negotiate with
the local population to bring
normaley, prevent crimes, de-
weaponise, and improve the

ation in the area
Zardari was briefed about
the security situatior indh
and the implementation sta-
s of the directions given
during the previous meeting
1. He was informed
that crimes and violence in
Sindh, especially in Karachi
ha Areas, had shown
ing trend due to the
effective strategies adopred
b the police and Rangers.
Sindh 1G Police Ghulam
Nabi reported that dacoir ac-
tivities had been significantly
reduced and no highway-re-
lated crimes had been re-
ported in the past two
months. It was highlighred

security si

that targeted operations and
the installation of smart cam-
eras had helped control
crimes by identifying and ar-
resting criminals and their
abettors.

Sindh DG Rangers Major
General Azhar Waqasin-
formed thar 133 joint opera-
tions had been conducted by
the Sindh Police and the
Rangers, leading to the arrest
of hundreds of dacoits and
criminals. He stated that ad-
ditional check posts had also
been established in various
pans of Kacha Areas 10 con-
ol erime.

The meeting was further
informed thar, on the direc-

tion of the president, the

A campaign against drug ped-
| dlers had intensified, result-

ing in the arrest of 308 sup-
pliers while smart cameras
were also installed 10 monitor
the entry points of the
province:

The presicent emphasised
that the Sindh government
should focus on raising a
modemn police force to effec-
tively meet the security chal-
lenges and requirements of
the province. He underlined
the need to strengthen the ca-
pacity of the Sindh Police by
providing them with modem
equipment, weapons, ade-
quate human resources, and
logisties

Zardari also stressed the
imponance of incentivising
police officials w enable
them to perform their duties
with grear commitiment. “We
also need to encourage
women 1o join the Sindh Po-
lice," he added He further
stated thar the welfare of the
families and children of mar-
tyrs of the Sindh Police
should be ensured. The presi-

dent also directed the expe-
dited upgrading of the
Sakrand Police Commando
School and the provision of
land for establishing a Cadet
College for Police. He added
that selected students of the
Cadet College would be edu-
cated and trained to join the
Sindh Police He appreciated
the performance of the Sindh
government, police, and
Rangers in controlling crime
and improving the security
situation in the province Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Magvi,
MNA  Syed Khursheed
Ahmed Shah, Sindh Chief
ster Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Speaker Assembly
Syed Waqgar Qadir Shah,
MNA Sharjeel Memon, Plan-
ning and Development Min-
ister Syed Nasir Hussain
Shah, Home, Law, and Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Zia ul Hassan Lanjar,
Sindh Additional Chief
Secretary Muhammad
Igbal Memon, and GOC 16
Div Major General Aamer
Amin also attended the
meeting —RT/Agency

Imran Urges SC For
Expedited Hearing On
Disqualification Appeal

ISLAMABAD: Incarcerated
PTI founder Imran Khan has
filed a petition in the
Supreme Court on Monday
to expedite the hearing of an
appeal regarding his disqual-
ification by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
{(ECP) in the Toshakhana
case.
Barrister Ali Zafar, the
lawyer representing the PTI
founder, has submitted a re-
or an early heaning of
+al against the former
premier’s disqualification.
The application argues

that the petitioner, a former ¢

prime munister and leader of
the largest political party
(PTI), faces ongoing chal-

lenges to his role as party
chief following a disqualifi-
cation by the electoral watch-
dog The petition added that
cases challenging the ECP's
decisions are currently pend-

ing in Islamabad and Lahore
High Courts, with proceed-
ings stalled due to a related
case in the 51|pn:1'r|¢ Court.

e petitioner contended

legal challenges

prevent him from assuming
the role of PTI chairman,
member of the assembly.
also hinder his participation
in by-elections due to the
pending appeal.

In December last year,
Imran challenged in the La-
hore High Court (LHC) the
ECP's mllng of disqualifying

recent amendments to the
Elections Act 2017 limit the
CP's 1-

based on a court convic-
tion,—RT/ Agency

Fazl Warns Azm-e-Istehkam
Operation Could Further
'Destablllze Paklstan

ISLAMABAD: After Pak-
istan Tehreek- e-lns'lf{l"T[}
and Awami National Party
(ANP) opposition against
Operation Azm-e-Istehkam,
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-
F) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has also condemned
the operation, declaring it a
"destabilising initiative" that
will further weaken Pakistan.

During a press confer-
ence, JUI-F chief after meet-
ing with Dr Malik Baloch,
Asghar Achakzai, Khushal
Khan Kakar, and Abdul
Khaliq Hazara said, "This is
not Operation Azme-e-Is-
tehkam but rather operation
" Adm-e-Istehkam", which,
he say will make Pakistan
even more vulnerable

"The establishment must
end its dominance in all as-

pects,” the JUL-F chief
added.
Fazl stressed the equality

of all citizens under the same s

national identity, asserting,
"We are all equal citizens of
this country. One  class
should not consider itself
rulers while the rest remain
subjects. Our history is about
fighting against slavery, and
we will not be treated like
animals."

Criticising the state’s de-
clining control, Fazl high-
lighted the ineffectiveness of
police in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) and

questioned the military's in-
volvement in civilian gover-
nance.

"What is the Apex Com-
mitteeT At the t level, a
major; at the district level, a
colonel; at the provincial
level, a corps commander;
and at the federal level, the
army chief. When a uni-
formed officer is present,
who will make the deci-

Committee of National Ac-
tion Plan, chaired by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, ap-
proved “Operation Azm-e-

Istehkam™ to eliminate ter-
rorism and extremism across
the country.

The meeting, held in Is-
lamabad, included key fed-
eral cabinet members such as
the Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister, De-
fence Mimster, Interior Min-

ister, Finance Minister, Law
Minister, and Informaticn
Minister.

ministers from all

and other senior civilian,
military, and law enforce-
ment officials also attended
The meeting stressed the
need for a new, dynamic
counter-terrorism  strategy
based on national consensus
and broad systemic coordi-
nation. Prime Minister She-
hbaz approved the reactiva-
tion of the national
anti-terrorism  campaign
through the launch of Opera-
tion Azm-e-Istehkam, sym-
bolising national rtesolve
with consensus from all
stakeholders, including the
provinces, Gilgit-Baltistan,
and Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir,—RT/Agency
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SSP Umerkot
distributes relief

cops

HYDERABAD: Members and leaders of the Chandio Ittehad are holding a
protest demonstration at the Hyderabad Press Club against officials of the GOR

Police Station.-RT

MNA Dr. Nafisa Shah Jilani
vows to continue serving
people of Khalrpur

By Naz Solangi

KUMB: MNA Dr. Nafisa
Shah Jilani. a central leader
of the Pakistan People's
Party, has stated that im-
proving the water supply
and sewage system based on
the first priority is essential.
In response to a question,
she emphasized that a better
future lies in education,
health, and cleanliness,
which are basic rights of
every individual and must be
provided. They have worked
on improving water supply
and health facilities. Educa-

tion is being focused on for |3

improvement. They have
initiated the cleaning of
drainage channels so that or-
dinary citizens do not face
difficulties during rainfall
and sewage water reaches
their homes smoothly 1o
minimize damage When a
disaster strikes, it is regretful
that we did not do the work
that we should have done

.

earlier. That's why we have
started this work so that or-
dinary people can benefit
from it. So far, neither the
Sindh government nor the
center has issued funds for
us, and our concerns have

not been understood. How-
ever, we have not lost
courage and continug our
work, When funds are re-
leased by the government,
we will further enhance our
work

TEA, SEF join hands to provide
education and vocational
training to out-of-school children

By Ashraf Kunbhar

MITHL: Thar Education Al-
liance has signed an agree-
ment with the Sindh Educa-
tion Foundation to provide
education and vocational
training to out-of-school
children. Under this agree-
ment, three centers will be
opened in Tharparkar and
Umerkot to offer education
and training to our-of-
school children and youth.
The centers will cc

'_B.y Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The DIG Mir-
purkhas  Range Welfare
Committee approved and
distributed cheques for im-
mediate relief, marriage help
and retirement grants to § po-
lice officials from Umerkot
district. SSP Umerkot Asif
Raza Baloch handed out the
checks of immediate relief of
50,000 rupees each to the
families of deceased police

Tuesday, June 25, 2024

LARKANA: Members and leaders of the local Panhwar community are holding a
protest demonstration at the Larkana Press Club against the dastardly killing of

Zuhaib Ali Panhwar-RT

officials

Marriage help cheques to-
taling 10,000 rupees were
distributed. Retirement grant
cheques of 48,000 rupees
were  distributed.  SSP
Umerkot stated that the de-
partment and senior officers
are continuously providing
complete financial assistance
and welfare support 1o police
officials. He emphasized that
the payment of dues is being
ensured promptly

NAUKOT: A woman
from Mirpurkhas, Nazia
Rajput, protested against
her family and the police
after marrying a young
man from Maukot, [jaz Ali
Qaimkhani, out of love.
The couple married in the
Digri court. Nazia stated
that her family wanted her

operations from July 1st
The agreement berween
Thar Education Alliance
and Sindh Education Foun-
dation under the AALTP
program will establish three
centers for the education
and training of our-of-
school children, with rwo
centers in Tharparkar and
one in Umerkot. Partap
Shivani, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Thar Educa-
tion Alliance, stated that a

ificant number of chil-
dren in Tharparkar and
Umerkot are out of school
and the Sindh Government
and the education depart-
ment have started taking
practical steps to address
this issue Currently, with
the support of the Thar Ed-
ucation Alliance and the
Sindh Education Founda-
tion, centers are being
opened in the villages of
Mori Ji Wandh and Dabhi

Bheel in Tharparkar and in
the Jogi neighborhood in
Umerkot. Admissions at
these centers will begin on
July 1st, and children aged
9 1o 17 years will be en-
rolled. Partap Shivani has
urged local residents to take
full advantage of this initia-
tive by enrolling children
aged 9to 17 in the program,
which will provide them
with hoth education and vo-
cational training

Laborer commits suicide
after being harassed by
predatory loan sharks

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHARIF: A la-
borer named Amjad
Solangi, resident of Gul
Muhammad Shah Muhalla

committed suicide by con-
suming poison after being
harassed by the predatory
loan sharks. After the inci-
dent the family members
of the deceased man

recorded a protest demon-
stration and demanded ac-
tion against the people ha-
rassing a laborer after
ng predatory loan

to him.

10 marry an elderly man,
which she did not agree
with. She asserted that
marrying for love is not a
crime, but now both her
family and the police have
turned against them and

Naukot
newlyweds demand
protection

are searching for them
with the intent to kill
Nazia mentioned that they
are living a happy life to-
gether and should be left
alone.

ljaz Ali claimed that
the Naukot police, influ-
enced by powerful indi-
viduals, have made their
lives difficulr. He reported
that late at night, Naukot
police entered his home
and abducted two individ-
uals, Abdullah and Mum-
taz, and their whereabouts
are currently unknown
Ijaz and Nazia are calling
for justice and protection

Zawar Ahmad
Attari briefs
about services of

Dawat-e-Islami

LARI\ANA District Education Officer Larkana Gulbahar Magsi presided over a

meeti

g on issues of school codes and the Sindh Education Management Information
System (SEMIS) at hig office.-RT

By Raja Zafar Iqhal

BADIN: Zawar Ahmad
Attari, the Media Coor-
dinator of Dawat-e-Is-
lami, along with Nabi
Bux Attari, the District
Media Coordinator of

|| Dawat-e-Islami, spoke to

Journalists at the Badin
Press Club during a one-
day event in Badin. He
highlighted the leader-
ship of Amir Ahle Sun-
nah and the Founder of
Dawat-e-Islami,
Maulana  Muhammad
Ilyas Attari Qadri Rizvi,
in propagating the mes-
sage of Allah Almighty,
the Holy Quran and the

 BADI PRess e §

Beloved Prophet
Muhammad (SAWW)
not only in Pakistan but
also globally. This in-
cludes various Islamic
and religious services as
well as huma
deavors. He ment:
that Madani Cen

Dawat-e-Islami, Faizan ||

Madina, is being
watched in over 70
countries worldwide. He
emphasized that Dawat-
e-lslami's religious
movement, known as the
Lovers of Rasool
(SAWW), is actively in-
volved in serving Islam
across 82 departments

MNA Khursheed Ahmed
Junejo discusses

Shahdadkot’s power issues
with WAPDA Chief

SHAHDADKOT: Senior
leader of the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) and
clected MNA from Shah-
dadkot, Khursheed Ahmed

Junejo, held a meeting with |

the WAPDA Chief, the AC
WAPDA,  and  other
WAPDA officials. Issues
related to  Shahdadkot
WAPDA were discussed.
Khursheed Ahmed Junejo
informed the WAPDA offi-
cials about the complaints
regarding the increasing
load shedding and the lack
of electricity supply to vari-
ous feeders in Shahdadkot
city. The MNA Khursheed
Ahmed Junejo, briefed the
WAPDA officials about
various feeders including
Garhi  Feeder, Chandia
Feeder, Behram Feeder and
Qubo Feeder, as well as dif-
ferent feeders of the Taluka
Sujawal Jungjo. During the

meeting, the WAPDA Chiel®

P
informed MNA Khursheed
Ahmed Junejo about the
new lines being laid and the
rapid progress on the work
for various feeders in Shah-
dadkot, Qubo Saced Khan
and Sujawal Junejo, The
WAPDA officials assured
MNA Khursheed Ahmed
Junejo that the work on the

lines for all feeders will be
completed soon and the
electricity supply will be re-
stored. On this occasion,
the President of the Pak-
istan People’s Party Taluka
Shahdadkot, Mir Asif Ali
Laghari, was also present
with  MNA  Khursheed
Ahmed Junejo—RT

DC Badin Yasir Bhatti
reviews arrangements for
Muharram-ul-Haram

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: An important
meeting regarding security
and other arrangements
during Muharram was con-
vened in Durbar Hall

under the chairmanship of

Deputy  Commissioner
Badin, Yasir Bhanti. Pre-
sent in the meeting were
SSP Badin, Shiraz Nazir,
Additional Deputy Com-
miss
Mangi, Additional Deputy
Commissioner 2, Rajesh
Dalpat, District Health Of-

ficer, Dr  Zaheeruddin
Memon, District Manager
PPHI Badin, B. Razia

Ajan, Lt. Tariq, and all dis-
trict assistants.

In artendance were also
commissioners, municipal
officers, town officers,
representatives from
health, local government,
information, HESCO, pub-
lic health departments, as
well as scholars from dif-
ferent schools of thought

Deputy Commissioner
Badin chaired the meeting
and directed officials from
relevant departments to
ensure fool-proof security,
sanitation, water supply,
including drainage, re-
moval of encroachments,
provision of first aid, unin-
terrupted power supply,
and other necessary
arrangements at the venues.

B
oner 1, Kashif Raza

of mourning processions
and gatherings during
Muharram

Yasir  Bharti  urged
scholars and leaders from
all schools of thought to

duct and standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) is-
sued by the Home
Department during Muhar-
ram. He emphasized the
importance of maintaining
religious harmony, unity.
and peace Officials were
instructed to stay in touch
with district administration
and relevant departments,
while any disruptions to
funeral processions, hate
speech, objectionable con-
tent on social media, and
religiously sensitive posts
and comments were
strictly prohibited

The Deputy Commis-
sioner instructed the estab-
lishment of medical camps

at procession intersections

adhere to the code of con- 8

during Muharram, ensur-
ing the availability of am-
bulances, medical staff,
and necessary medicines
He emphasized maintain-
ing communication with
hiite and other scholars to
ensure smooth arrange-
ments  throughout the
tehsil

Furthermore, the offi-
cials were directed to en-
sure uninterrupted electric-
ity supply during funeral
processions and to secure
electric wires along the
routes.  Scholars  were
urged to act responsibly
and keep an eye on poten-
tial troublemakers.

During the meeting,
scholars and attendees
raised various concerns,
expressing  satisfaction
with the arrangements
made by the district ad-
ministration and police,
and pledged their coopera-
tion.

globally

protest demonstration against officials of the Badah police station, at ﬂie Larkxna
press club.-RT
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Chinese Delegation Calls
On Deputy Mayor Salman
Abdullah Murad

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHIL: A delegation
from a prominent Chinese
company invelved in CPEC
projects paid a visit to
Deputy Mayor Karachi
Salman Abdullah Murad.
The delegation, comprising
Managing Director Jiang
Peng, Business Director He
Wei, Director South Asia
Adeel Aftab Tanoli, and other
senior officials, met with the
Deputy Mayor to discuss on-
gomng and future projects
under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
initiative in Karachi.

The meeting focused on
briefing Deputy Mayor
Salman Abdullah Murad
about the progress and plans
of CPEC projects in Karachi.
The Chinese delegation ex-
pressed their commitment 1o
collaborate closely with local
authorities on vital infrastruc-
ture projects including elec-
tricity, sewage, and water
systems.

Deputy Mayor Salman
Abdullah Murad welcomed
the delegation and empha-
sized the importance of Cl
nese investment in Karac
and across Sindh. He high-
lighted the need for enhanc-
ing wrban infrastructure, par-
ticularly in areas like clean

water supply in Malir, health-
care facilities, and educa-
tional institutions. He assured
the delegation of the govern-
ment's support and commit-
ment to providing a secure
environment for investments.
Managing Director Jiang
Peng reaffinmed the Chinese
company’s dedication to con-
tributing to Karachi's devel-
opment and assured Deputy
Mayor Salman  Abdullah
Murad of their full coopera-
tion and support in the city's
improvement initiative:
Also present at the meet-

i

1 TANDO  MUHAMMAD
1 1 KHAN: Law enforcement
| |y authorities have apprehended
two individuals accused of
1 fraudulent activities involv-
1 ing the Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP), ac-
! cording to media reports on
Monday. The arrested sus-
pects, identified as Faheem
I Memon and Mani Kashmiri,
lallegedly deducted funds
I from BISP beneficiaries.
I Following their arrest,
Il cases have been registered
1 against them at Baldi Shah
g Karim Police Station and

Two Fraudulent
BISP Device
Operators Arrested

Tando Ghulam Hyder Police
Station respectively. The ar-
rests came in the wake of a
media report exposing illegal
deductions carned out by in-
dividuals operating BISP de-
vices. Additionally, four other
device operators implicated
in the fraud have failed to re-
port to their designated cen-
ters as instructed by BISP au-
thorities. Authorities are
continuing their investigation
into the matter to ascertain
the full extent of the fraudu-
lent activities and bring those
responsible to justice —RT

e |
ing were Additional Secre-1 By Mumtaz Ali
tary Nabeel Baloch, Agha -
Tarig Pathan, and | TANDO ADAM: A sit-in
Chaudhry Akram Arain, | protest has been organized
underscoring the signi at the Qaiser Goth stop in
cance of the discussions | Tando Adam by the resi-
held between the Chine: dents against the scarcity of
delegation and local au- § water persisting in the area
thorities. 1 for the past several years.
The meeting concluded g Participating in the protest
on a positive note with pare councilors Imran Brohi,
both parties expressing op-y Ibrahim Hakro, Muslim
timism about future col- ; League Functional Muham-
laborations aimed at mad  Qasim  Hingoro,
hancing Karac! MNazeer Pathan, Saeed
infrastructure and overall VBrohi. and others. The pro-
development testers have demanded im-
Imediate action from the

S

1 concerned authorities. Ad-

i Tando Adam’s growers
1 decry acute water shortage

ditionally, a boycott has
been initiated by the resi-
dents, affecting local busi-
nesses and workers' in-
comes.  Some of the
protesters expressed their
frustration, particularly tar-
geting the landlords and in-
fluential figures who, de-
i ing in power for the
years, have failed o
address the water scarcity
issue. They called upon the
authorities, including the
Sindh government and local
officials, to address their
grievances promptly and
provide them with access o
water.

New office-bearers of SUC
Thari Mirwah take oath

By MIgbal Soomro

THARI MIRWAH: A signif-
icant meeting of the Shia
Ulema Council was held at
the Imambargah Jaffaria in
Thari Mirwah, where Allama
Zahoor Hussain Ruhani, the
President of the Shia Ulema
Council, presided over the
gathering. During the meet-
g, members of the Shia
Ulema Council and represen-

tatives from the Town Com-
mittee Thari Mirwah took
oaths, with Dr. Syed Nadim
Abbas Shah, the President of
the Town Committee, admin-
istering the oath. The meeting
deliberated on various issues,
including the upcoming month
of Muharram and other mat-
ters of concem. Allama Zahoor
Hussain Ruhani addressed the
gathering, highlighting the
cleanliness and  lighting

arrangements for the upcom-
ing month of Muharram in the
district of Khairpur and pre-
sented solutions to address any
issues that may arise. Present
at the occasion were also
Deputy President of the Shia
Ulema Council Sindh, Dr.
Muhammad Kolachi. Sajjad
Hussain Brohi, Professor Ghu-
lam Abbas Dasti, and repre-
sentatives from the Than Mir-
wah Union.

Youth Torched To Death
In Jacobabad

JACOBABAD: A shocking
imcident has emerged from
Jacobabad where unidenti-
fied assailants set a youth on
fire, resulting in his tragic
death within the jurisdiction
of Sadar police station, local
media reported on Monday.
According to witnesses in
the area, the assailants aban-

doned the bumed body in the
neighborheod before flesing
the scene. Prompily informed
by local residents, police ar-
rived at the scene to investi-
gale.

The deceased, identified
as Ghulam Hussain, sus-
tained severe bumns affecting
S0 percent of his body, as

confirmed by police reports

Authorities have launched
a thorough investigation into
the incident, with efforts un-
derway to identify and appre-
hend the perpetrators behind
this brutal act. The commu-
nity remains in shock and
mourning as the search for
justice continues

SAS Johi holds a literary
gathering in Johi

By Roshan Memon

JOHI: A literary gathering
was held by the Sindhi Adabi
Sangat Johi under the es-
teemed presidency of Nagad

Chhuto Community

Demands Justice For Sardar |

y Asif Qureshi

KARACHI The residents of
Chhutoe  and  surrounding
communities staged a protest
demonstration in solidarity
with Sardar Muhammad
Saleh  Bhootani  from
Balochistan. The protest,
held in Karachi, aimed o
highlight alleged land grab-
bing incidents targeting Sar-
dar  Muhammad Saleh
Bhootani in Hub and Vindur
areas.

Protest leaders addressing
the gathering condemned
what they described as illegal
occupation  of  Sardar
Muhammad Saleh
Bhootani's lands and a mali-
cious media campaign
launched against him. They
emphasized that these ac-
tions were unjust and de-
manded immediate interven-
tion from higher authorities
1o address the issue.

During the demonstra-
tion, protesters called upon

Jjustices

Muhammad Saleh Bhootani

authorities to investigate the
alleged land grabs and en-
sure justice for Sardar
Muhammad Saleh Bhootar
They warned of escalating
their protest if their demands
were  not addressed
prompily.
The protest underscored
the community's resolve o
support Sardar Muhammad
Saleh Bhootani and seek ac-
countability for those re-
sponsible for the reported in-

Livestock In Karachi
Succumb To Heatwave

KARACHI: The ongoing
heatwave in Karachi has re-
sulted in the deaths of several
cows at livestock farms in
Bhains Colomy and surround-
ing areas, according to media
reports on Monday. Numer-
ous cows have fallen ill due
to the extreme temperatures,
causing significant financial
losses for livestock owners

The Dairy Farm Association
has estimated these losses to
be in the millions of rupees.
Expressing concem, the asso-
ciation noted that the lives of
milk-producing animals are
now at risk, highlighting the
Sindh government's Depart-
ment of Livestock's per-
ceived lack of readiness to
provide assistance. The Dairy

Farm Association has ur-
pently appealed to the Sindh
govemment to intervene and
prevent further losses due o
heat-related illnesses among
their livestock. They have
also wamed that if immedi-
ate action is not taken,
Karachi may face a short-
age of milk in the near fu-
ture. —RT/Agency

Miftah Reveals Reasons
Behind His Removal As
Finance Minister

KARACHI: Former Finance
Minister Miftah [smail dis-
closed in an exclusive inter-
view on Monday that he and
former Prime Minister and
PML-N President Nawaz
Sharif have now taken sepa-
rate political paths.

"While Nawaz Sharif re-
mains my favorite personal-
ity, our political collaboration
has ceased,” Ismail stated, re-
flecting on their divergent
political trajectories.

Critiquing  the recent
budget, Ismail condemned
the government for its per-
ceived insensitivity towards
public hardships. He pointed
out discrepancies where the
government claims the nation
15 in dire straits yet continues
unchecked expenditure esca-
lation.

Ismail reiterated his cri-
fique of the current adminis-
tration's policies, arguing

they fail to prioritize publi
welfare. He clarified that his
dissent within the party
stemmed from principled
stands rather than personal
gain, emphasizing the need
for genuine change to priori-
erests over po-
litical maneuvenng
Expressing concems over
the budget's potential to ex-
acerbate  inflation  and
poverty, Ismail predicted mil-
lions more would fall below
the poverty line due to its im-
plications, Regarding his re-

Seven Bodies Found In
arachi Under Mysterious ;
Circumstances

KARACHI: The tally of
unexplained deaths in
Karachi surged to 17 within
a span of one day as rescue
services recovered seven
additional bodies from var-
ious parts of the city on
Monday, according  to
media reports

Rescue officials indi-
cated that most of the de-
ceased individuals, aged
between 35 to 60 years,
were suspected drug ad-
dicts who succumbed 1o the
extreme heatwave prevail-
ing in the city.

Six bodies were discov-
ered in locations including
Jama Cloth Market, Goli-
mar, Super  Highway,
Gulistan-e-Johar, Federal B
Area, and Landhi. Addi-

Thaheem. The attendees in-
cluded Aas Babar (Secre-
! {ary). Khalil Arif Soomio, Dr.
Rafique Baloch, Bajhi Khan

Laghari, Ghayal Laghari, Li-
agat Ali Liagat. Mir Baloch,
Tbrahim Malah, Torahim Ja-
mali, Zain Khoso, Mir
Muharam Laghari and Amin
Laghari (Mubasir). The writ-
ers and poets presented their
literary works, receiving criti-
cal and constructive feedback
from all friends present. Dur-

ing the gathering, it was wan-
imously agreed upon to take
steps towards establishing a
strong and permanent plat-
form for literary activities. An
agreement was reached with
Deputy Commissioner Dadu
to initiate steps for the estab-
lishment of a literary center
through a formal contract.

1
tionally, a body showing
signs of torture was found §
near Surjani Town's Fatima
Society. The bodies have | By Khair Muhammad Golo
been transferred 1o respec-
tive police stations and sub- - THUL: There was a clash be-
sequently to the morgue for ~tween  two  groups  of
further investigation. Iden- © Banglani and Lashari com-
tification procedures are ¥ munities in the jurisdiction of
currently underway. No- ¥ Mirpur Buriro, near Allah
tably, on Sunday, 10 bodies | Rakhyo Banglani, resulting
were found under similar Lin injuries to 15 individuals.
mysterious circumstances 1 During the clash, both groups
in various areas of Karachi, 1

exchanged gunfire and used
sticks,  leading 5
wounded individuals being
transported 1o the hospital,
The injured individuals in-
clude Muhammad Tmran,
Moula Bakhsh Banglani,
Mirza Banglani, Nadeem
Banglani, Muharam Banglani,

' 15 injured in Thul’s
Lashari-Banglani clash

Yasin  Banglani, Fahad
Banglani, Ghulam Qadir
Lashari, Shabir Lashari,

‘Wahab Lashari, Yasin Lashari,
Mahboob Lashari, Anzam
Lashari and Habibullah. The
injured individuals were taken
to the hospital for treatment,
while the police took the in-

Muhammad Azeem Banglani, jured persons into custody.

including KMC  ground |
Lyari, Jahangir Road, |
Godam Chowrangi, and )
others. Police have initi-
ated urgent mvestigations
1o ascertain the causes 0F|
death and potential connec-
tions between these inci-
dents.—RT/Agency

Afghan Gang
Arrested In
Karachi

KARACHI: Sindh Rangers
and police conducted a joint
operation resulting in the ar-
rest of an Afghan dacoit gang
in Karachi, as reported by the
media on Monday.

According to details, the
Afghan gang was involved in
street crimes and other seri-
ous offenses in the city. Act-
ing on a tip-off, Rangers and
police  rtaided Karachi's
Sohrab Goth area and appre-
hended two dacoits, includ-
ing their leader.

The arrested individuals
were identified as Jan Agha,
known as Umed Gul or
Lughmani, and  Abdul
Rehman_ It was revealed that
they had been ordering
weapons from  Dara
Adamkhel via Facebook

A spokesperson for Sindh
Rangers stated that the da-
coits were wanted in connec-

I HYDERABAD: A truck car-
¥ rying a heavy load of logs
1 overtumed onto a passenger
1 van today, causing injuries o
1 five individuals in Hyder-
1 abad, local media reported.
1 The incident occurred near
) the bypass under the jurisdic-
J tion of Naseem Nagar police

station. Rescue teams re-
sponded swiftly to the scene,
launching emergency opera-
tions to aid those affected by
the accident. "Five individu-
als sustained injuries and
have been promptly trans-
ported to the civil hospital for
medical trearment,” con-

Truck Loaded with Logs
Overturns On Passenger
i Van in Hyderabad

firmed rescue officials.
Efforts are curremtly un-
derway 1o rescue any remain-
ing individuals wapped insidz
the overtumned vehicle. Au-
thorities are coordinating o
ensure the safery and well-
being of all involved in this
unfortunate incident —RT

tion with more than 300 da.
coity cases. Iniial investi
tions indicated thar mobile
phones snatched in Karachi
were  being  sold  in 1
Afghanistan 1

The Afghan dacoit group I
has been handed over to the |
police for further investiga- 1
tion ITANDO ALLAHYAR: A

Earlier on March 16, the J tragic accident occurred on
Kalri police had arrested the § Tando Adam Road near
leader of another Afghan da- y Tando Allahyar, where a mo-
coit gang involved in various y torcycle collided with a
criminal  activities  in speeding dumper at the
Karachi Tando Soamro Police Check-

During the investigation, 1 point. As a result, a 4{-year-
the arrested leader, identified
as Abidullah alias Karzai,

By Afague Khanzada

old man lost his life at the
scene. Upon receiving the in-
formation, the police immedi-
ately arrived at the scene and
shifted the deceased's body ©
the Tando Allahyar Hospiral
for necessary procedures
After the completion of for-
malities and necessary investi-
gations, the body was handed

' Man killed in a fatal Tando
Allahyar road accident

over 1o the heirs. It was re-
ported that the young man was
rerurmning home after purchas-
ing household items from the
market when his motorcycle
collided with the dumper.
Conszquently, the palice have
detained the dumper driver
and impounded the vehicle for
further investigation.

disclosed that his gang mem-
bers were responsible for the 1
killing of police constable
Wahid Parvaiz on February |
13, as well as a Rangers offi- |
cer named Asif during a rob- 1
bery —RT/Agency

moval as finance minister, Is-
mail suggested it was due to
taxation measures imposed
opkeepers and other
reasons. Touching on politi-
cal vendettas, Ismail high-
lighted instances where op-
position  figures such as
Shahid Khagan Abbasi,
Ahsan Igbal, and Rana
Sanaullah were detained. He
cnticized the misuse of nar-
cotics charges against Rana
Sanaullah and urged an end
to such practices in political
arenas,—RT/Agency

KARACHI: PTI leaders and
workers arrested during a
rally in Karachi's Korangi
area were granted bail by
the City Court, Civil Judge,
and Judicial Magistrate,
Karachi East. Amony those
arrested were PTI Sindh Ad-
ditional General Secretary
Rizwan Niazi, Karachi Gen-
eral  Secretary  Arslan
Khalid, Wali Mugheri, Sul-
tan Rehmat, Abdul Qadeer,
and nine other workers.
They faced charges includ-
ing involvement in a police
encounter. Prominent PTI
figures including PTI Sindh
President  Haleem  Adil
Sheikh, Karachi President
Raja Azhar, former MNA
Fahesm Khan, and others

PTI Leaders Arrested
During Karachi Rally:
Granted Bail |
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attended the court procee,
ings. The case was repr .
sented by PTI Sindh leaders | LAHORE: Punjab  Chief
and ILF lawyers, resulting I Minister Maryam Nawaz has
il set at ten thousand | approved the provision of 65
each due to insuffi- | services through "Maryam ki
cient evidence presented by § Dastak' application.
the P?’“TCIL ;n ::j;nc';]ia b:cf-. 1 [Funjabrﬁ'?ﬂh aaﬁmvcd in
ing, in resident § extension i the Maryam ki
Haleem Adil Sheikh con- | Dastak project in a session
demned the arrests as politi- | today presided over by her.
c:lly motivated, Umlclmnﬁ 1 N Lhc IPunJag Inf:l”;’l“’?"[lgn
the government's allege: echnology Boar )
manipulation of the ele chairman gave the briefing
toral process and law el Vahout the Maryam ki Dastak
'f;nccr;cmH prmritlc:‘l '!ln : pmj[c)xt L,"Xll.']l:ll_‘iloﬂ.

arachi. He asserted the uring the session, it was
PTI's commitment to peace- | announced that cinizens wall
ful protest until the release I be facilitated with services
of Chairman Imran Khan | like domicile, e-stamping,
and a change in governance | birth, death and marmiage cer-
in Sindh, —RT/Agency 1 tificates through this app

ghout P

£

Through the Dastak app,
property tax, token tax,
motor, and vehicle transter
and registration of new ve-
hicles will be made easy.

Citizens can avail these

i Maryam ki Dastak app
services launched

throu unjab

services through the web
portal, app of Maryam ki

Dastak, and by calling on
i 1202

The services available
through the mobile app
were reviewed during the
S8 Punjab CM
Maryam Nawaz directed to
e¢nhance service through
this app.

Maryam Nawaz has or-
dered to provide Maryam ki
Dastak services across the
province by December. It
has been decided to in-
crease the number of avail-
able services by 40 in La-
hore under this
application —RT/Agency
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EDITORIAL

¢ blistering heatwave gripping Karachi and

Sindh demands immediate and decisive action

from both the federal and Sindh governments.

With temperatures soaring to an unprecedented

43.7 degrees Celsius in Gulistan-e-Johar, Karachi expe-

rienced its hottest day of the year so far, making daily

life almost unbearable. The situation is exacerbated by

chronic power outages, leaving many without the

means o cool their homes, thus tuming living condi-

tions into a veritable hell. Those fortunate enough to re-

ceive electricity are often unable to afford the exorbi-
tant bills, creating a scenario ripe for unrest.

Global warming and climate change are the underly-
ing culprits driving these extreme weather patterns. Yet,
the federal and provincial governments continue to ex-
hibit a distressing lack of urgency in addressing these

The heat is on!
issues. Their response is typically limited to superficial
acknowledgments rather than substantial policy
changes or investments in sustainable infrastructure.

REGISSNAL TIMES!

This apathy is inexcusable, as the current heatwave,
with its severe toll on human health and daily life,
starkly underscores the pressing need for action.
Preventable deaths due to heat exhaustion and related
illnesses are occurring, underscoring the human cost of
governmental inaction. It is imperative that both the fed-
eral and Sindh governments prioritize climate action
and public health measures to mitigate the impacts of

such heatwaves. This includes investing in renewable
energy to alleviate power shortages, enhancing urban
planning to reduce heat island eflects, and providing ac-
cessible cooling centers and public advisories to protect
vulnerable populations.

Moreover, long-term strategies to combat global
warming must be formulated and implemented, such as
stringent emission controls and the promotion of green
technologies. Our leaders must move beyond mere lip
service and demonstrate a genuine commitment to com-
bating climate change. The time for passive observation
is over; proactive measures are essential to safeguard
the well-being of Karachi's residents and the future of
our planet. Only through decisive and sustained action
can we hope to prevent further tragedies and ensure a
livable environment for all.
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demonsiration at the Sukkur Press club againsi excessive load shedding and inflated
electricity hills.-RT

Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto’s birthday
celebrated in Berani

By Khadim Khaskheli

SANGHAR: At the Berani
House, a cake-cutting cere-
mony was hosted by MNA
Shazia Atta Marri, Akbar
Marri, and Aurangzeb Marri
to celebrate a birthday. The
event saw the participation
of PPP Sindh's Vice Presi-
dent Sarfraz Rajar, District
Council Sanghar's Chairman
Syed Riaz Hussain Shah
Kharasani, Vice Chairman
Jam Zaheer Ali Khan, hosts
Akbar Marri and Aurangzeb
Marri, PPP Sanghar District
Information Secretary Sha-
keel Ahmed Marri, PPP
leader Aurangzeb Thaheem,

! 5 \
PPP Taluka lam Nawaz Ali
General Secretary Nadir
Khan Marri, Muhammad
Marri, SPAAF  District
Sanghar President Khadim
Hussain Khaskheli, Munici-
pal Committee Sanghar
Chairman Rashid Mughal,
Infarmation Secretary
Akhtar Zardari, PPP Taluka
Khipro President Amanullah
Marri, General Secretary
Umer Gul Hangoro, PPP
Sanghar District Deputy
General Secretary Syed Sib-
tain Ali Shah, minority
leader  Rajesh  Kumar
Hardasani, Taj Muhammad
Mangrio, PPP Ladies Wing
District Sanghar President

Shar,  Satar
Waris  Dars,
strict Commit-

Rukhsana
Khaskheli,

mad Marri, Town Commit-
tee Jhol Chairman Rana
Rashid, Vice Chairman
Khan Muhammad
Khaskheli, Naveed Wassan,
Amir Ali Rind, Amir Ali
Keerio, Ghulam Nabi
Zardari, Ibrahim Chang,
PPP Taluka Sinjhoro Infor-
mation Secretary Sajid Jafri,
Shahid Khan Marri, District
Sanghar Deputy Information
Secretary Al Murad
Dazkani and many other
PPP workers in large num-
bers.

SUKKUR: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah is inspectiﬁg the repair work
of the Sukkur Barrage’s Gate No. 47 and 44 which had been severely damaged.-RT

2, -3

Newly elected
office-bearers of Shia
Ulema Council Tando

By Dildar Samo

TANDO ADAM: The oath-
taking ceremony of the Shia
Ulema Council Pakistan,
Taluka Tando Adam, was
held at Jaffaria Masjid Aza-
khana-e-Zahra (SA) in Tando
Adam.  The event was
chaired by District President
Allama Ramz Ali Rind. The
district cabinet members, in-
cluding  Akbar  Hussain
Chughtai, Irshad Ali Rind,
Dr. Abid Rasool Hashmi,
Ghous Bakhsh Dero, Imran
Baig Karbalai, Hussain
Abbas Hussaini Chughtai
Ali Abbas Chughtai, Syed
Ghulam Mehdi Shah Kazmi
Syed Niaz Hussain Shah
Naqvi, Maulana Muhammad
Hussain Marri and others
participated in the ceremony.

Adam take oath

During the event, young
neer Muhammad
Hussair ghtai, the son of
Shaheed Qaiser Hussain
Chughtai, was unanimously
electad as the president of the
Shia Ulema Council Pak-
istan, Taluka Tando Adam. In
his address, Muhammad
Hussain expressed his grari-
tude to the leadership for en-
trusting him with this impor-
tant responsibiliny.

He vowed 1o follow in
the footsteps of his father,
Shaheed (aiser Hussain
Chughtai, and adhere 1o the
guidelines of the Shia Ulema
Council Pakistan. District
President Allama Ramz Ali
Rind admini 1the oath to

DC Tando Allahyar
Muhammad Ibrahim Almani
reviews arrangements for
upcoming monsoon rains

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR:
Deputy Commissioner Tando
Allahyar, Muhammad

Ibrahim Almani chaired a
meeting at the Conference
Hall of the Depury Commis-
sioner's Office in Tando Al-
lahyar 10 review the prepara-
tions for possible heavy
rainfall across the district
The meeting was attendad by
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Tando Allahyar, Sajid
Pahore, Assistant Commis-
sioner Jhando Marri, Umair
Jarwar, Assistant Comimnis-
sioner  Chambar, Abdul
Shakoor Solangi, District
Health Officer Tando Allah-
yar Dr. Amin Bhatti and all
relevant officers from various
departments including Rev-

enue, [rrigation, Water Sup-
ply, Health, Public Health,
Local Government, Munici-
pal/Town  Administrarion,
Agriculture, Livestock, and
others. The Deputy Commis-
sioner of Tando Allahyar in-
formed the meeting that the
meteorological department
has forecasted heavy rainfall
In this regard, all depar.
ments, including Revenue,
Irrigation, Health, Public
Health, Local Government,
Municipal Town Administra-
tion, Agriculture/Livestock,
and other relevant depart-
ments, have been directed 10
ensure their presence in their
offices. The officials of the
Municipal Corporation were
instructed to ensure the readi-
ness of pumping machines
for drainage of rainwater

throughout the district and 1o
immediately clean gutters
and drains so that rainwater
can be easily drained. Gener-
ators should be kept ready at
all pumping stations in case
of power outage. The staff in-
volved in this operation
should be kept on duty, and
measures should be taken for
mosquito spray campaign

The Livestock Department
officials were directed to take
effective measures for vacci-
nation against diseases in an-
imals thar occur after rainfall

The officials of the WAPDA
department were instructed
to reduce the duration of
power load shedding during
rainfall and to promptly re-
pair any transformers that
may malfunction anywhere
in the district

the newly elected president,
Muhammad Hussain Chugh-
tal

8-year-old Setharja
boy rape victim
and his father

d

By Azhar' ubar

SETHARJA: An Byear-old
boy named Azad S/o Muhib
Ali Junejo recorded a protest
demonstration along with his
father on Monday. While
talking to the media, the
protesting boy said that three
men including Rauf Shaikh,
Babu Shaikh and Mujahid
Lund have sexually abuse
him after holding hostage at

gunpoint. The area police

emand justice

B

have refused to take action
against the influential pe-
dophiles, who are asking the
victim boy’s family to settle
the matter after receiving Rs
500,000 from them. On the
occasion, the protesting hoy
and his father demanded of
the higher authorities to take
steps for the provision of
protection and justice to
them, otherwise they have
announced to widen their
protest

Director Information Larkana chairs a
condolence reference for journalist Tariq
Durrani’s father

By Saleem Soomro

visional Directorate of In-
formation Larkana over the

Department also partici-
pated in the condolence ref-

LARKANA: The Director sad demise of the father of erence and offered Fateha

Information chaired a con-

journalist Tarig Durrani

for the eternal peace of the

dolence reference at the Di- The officials of Information departed soul
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Usman Khawaja says

'instability’

cricket hurt team's
performance

SYDNEY: Australian
cricketer Usman
Khawaja on Monday
said Pakistan team was
marred with instability
due to which it was dif-
ficult to perform well.
The left-handed
opening Test batter said
Pakistani team had great
talent, but it lacked sta-
bility and it was always
challenging to perform
in such a situation.
"When I look from
the outside, everything
is changing in the Pak-
istan cricket team. Se-
lection committee mem-
bers, staff and players
keep changing," he said
while speaking at an
event in Melbourne
Pakistan were elimi-
nated at the group stage
of T20 World Cup 2024
which has led to a lot of
criticism in the country
and abroad. It was par-
ticularly senior players,
including skipper Babar
Azam, who received the

in Pakistan

flak the most.
To a query about
Babar Azam's captaincy,
Khawaja said it was for
the star batter to decide.

"It's Babar Azam's
decision to captain, if he
can, he should." he said

Pakistan were de-
feated by debutants US
by five runs in a Super
Owver tie and by six runs
against India. They man-

aged to win against
Canada on June 11 by
seven wickets.

Then. their hopes
were tied to Ireland's
beating the US, how-
ever, rain washed out the
match with Pakistan's
hopes for advancing into
the Super 8 stage in the
tournament, this handed

both the teams one
point.
The national team's

last game of the mega
event against Ireland was
just a formality, after
which the squad returned
home —Agency

'Tt was historic': USA's Corey
Anderson on Cinderella T20
World Cup run

NEW YORK: USA's exit
from the T20 World Cup
2024 was quite unlike the
start they took in the tourna-
ment by winning two back-
to-back games  against
Canada and then surprising
everyone by defeating Pak-
istan in a super over.

They lost their next game
against India and their game
against lreland was washed
out due o rain. Stll, the new
side managed to progress in
the Super 8 round of the T20
World Cup 2024 but failed w
win even a single game
against England, West Indies
and South Africa though they
almost won against the Pro-
teas but lost by 19 runs

Despite not winning a
single game in the second
round of the T20 Warld Cup,
USA's Corey Anderson, who
used to represent New
Zealand, believes the entire
T20WC was historic for the

side

"Making it through to the
Super Eights was obviously a
historic occasion for the
USA_ T think the boys can
hold their heads high and be
proud of what they've done

Face of the Day

Name: Ahmed Raza

Location:
About me: 1 love modeling but hate the Pakistan
Cricket Team!

Because again, 1 think we've
probably turned the world's
attention to the US for them
to say we're here to play. I'm
extremely proud of what this
team has done this World
Cup. The future of USA
Cricker looks good. The sky's
the limit really,” stated An-
derson while facing the
media after their defeat
against England.

Anderson also revealed
how the T20 World Cup
2024 was a good chance for
the USA cricket team 1o play
zainst bigger teams as they
uenal]y do not ger w play
against them

"We are still an Assoei-

Y,
e

LAS

India beat powerhouse Australia to book
T20 World Cup 2024 semi-final spot

GROS  ISLET:  Rohit
Sharma's swashbuckling 92,
followed by a combined
bowling effort led India to
beat Australia and qualify
for the 1CC Men's T20
World Cup 2024 semi-finals
here at Darren Sammy Na-
tional Cricket Stadium on
Monday.

Chasing a daunting 206-
run total, Australia could ac-
cumulate 181/7 in their
quota of 20 overs despite
Travis Head's half-century.

Australia had a shaky
start to the pursuit as they
lost David Warner (6) in the
first over with just six runs
on the board.

Following the early hic-
cup, Mitchell Marsh joined
forces with Travis Head and
the duc launched a counter-
attack.

They raised 81 runs in

just 41 deliveries before
Marsh  fell victim to
Kuldeep Yadav as Axar
Patel took a blinder just in-
side the square leg bound-

2

Marsh made important
contribution for Australia
with a 28-ball 37 which in-
cluded three fours and two
sixes.

Travis Head and Glenn
Maxwell then put together a
quick partnership for the
third wicket, adding 41 runs
to the total until Kuldeep
castled the latter on the first
delivery of the 14th over.

Maxwell made 20 in 12
balls, laced up with two
fours and a six.

Australia then lost an-

other wicket, exactly an
over later, when Marcus
Stoinis (2) fell prey to Axar
Patel while attempting to
play a reverse sweep

The 2021 champions suf-
fered a massive setback to
their run-chase when their
mainstay Head was out-
classed by Jasprit Bumrah's
slower delivery in the 17th
over with 56 still required

Head remained the top-
scorer for Australia with 76
off 43 deliveries, hitting
nine fours and four sixes.

His dismissal halted the
flow of runs for Australia
and they lost two more
wickets in the next over, al-
lowing India to seize con-
trol

Australia eventually suc-
cumbed to a 24-run defeat
which dented their semi-
final hopes.—Agency

Amy Yang wins Women's
PGA Championship

ANGELES: South Korea's
Amy Yang captured her long-
awaited first major title on
Sunday, hanging on late for a
three-stroke victory at the
Women's PGA  Champi-
onship in her 75th major
start.

Yang fired a level-par 72
to stand on seven-under 281
after 72 holes at Sahalee
Country  Club in Sam-
mamish, Washington

And despite some late
struggles, that was enough t©o
claim the $1.56 million top
prize with compatriot Ko Jin-
young, Japan's Mivu Ya-
mashita and American Lilia
Vu sharing second on 284,

“I'm at a loss for words
right now." Yang said. "All
fiour rounds it was tough out
there, but T did my best."

World number 25 Yang,
who had 21 career top-10

major finishes without a vic-
tory, won her first major in
her 17th LPGA Tour season
at age 34,

"T always wanted to win a
major and 1 came close sev-
eral times and 1 started
doubting myself if I'm ever
going to win a major before I
retire because I've been on
tour for quite a while,” Yang
said

"I'm so grateful and very
happy 10 win a major.”

The two-time US Open
runner-up won her fifth and
most recent prior LPGA title
at last November's Tour
Championship, her first tri-
umph on US soil.

Despite a large lead late,
Yang faced some tense mo-
ments down the stretch

Yang made her second
three-purt bogey of the week
at 16, timming her lead 1o
five strokes
After her group was given

@ time waming, Yang
plunked her tee shot into the
water at the par-3 17th and
made double bogey, slicing
her lead to three over Ko and
Vu.

At the par-5 18&th, Yang
found the fairway but sent
her second shot into left
rough short of the green. She
pitched her third shot onto
the green and two-putted for
par from just inside 12 feet
for the triumph.

Waorld number 22 Ya-
mashita, a 22-year-old with
11 wins on the LPGA Japan
Tour and closed with a birdie
to shoot 73 and grab a share
of second. Vu and Ko shots
Tls.

Americans Ally Ewing
and Lauren Hartlage shared
fifih on 285, Hartlage, ranked
272nd, managed her first wop-
five LPGA finish—Agency

Five issues England must resolve to
deliver on expectations at Euro 2024

GERMANY: Booed by their
own fans and heavily criti-
cised by the media back
home, England’s Euro 2024
campaign is off 1o a stuttering
start despite picking up four
points from their opening
1w games,

An underwhelming 1-0 8

win over Serbia was fol-
lowed by a disjointed display
ina 1-1 draw with Denmark.
Gareth Southgare's men
are still almost certain to
make the knockour stages
and can win Group C with
victory over Slovenia in
Cologne on Tuesday.
However, Southgare has
several fires o fight if the
Three Lions are to deliver on
the expectation to become
European champions for the

very first time.

In response o questioning
over why England have sat
back after going in front
early in both their opening
games, Southgate has con-

ceded his players are not ar ft

the physical level needed 1o
press for 90 minutes
"We are not pressing well

enough, with enough inten-
sity,” said the England man-
ager. “We have limitations in
how we can do that with the
physical condition."

ruelling club season
anumber of England stars
is lirtle excuse as the likes of
Giermany, Spain and Portugal
have made flying starts with

a similar workload also
ng on the legs of their

Indeed, Southgate has
hinted the opposite is the
case as many of his squad
had not played a competitive
90 minutes for nearly a
month before facing Serbia
and finds himself left hoping
they will regain match sharp-
ness as the tournament pro-
gresses.

Southgate's gamble on
bringing Luke Shaw as his
only natural left-back in a 26-
man squad already looks
misjudged. Shaw has not
played a minute for club or
country since February and
has still not been fir enough
o join in team training in
Germany —Agency

Kyllan Mbappe can't wait
to play against Poland

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe's
club and country teammate
recently confirmed that the
former Paris Saint-Germain
star is determined to take the
field for France's final Euro
2024 group stage match
against Poland on Tuesday.

According to Euro Sport,
the 24-year-old French foot-
ball star and Real Madrid
midfielder, Aurelien Tchoua-
meni, told media that hi
year- Dld teammate is really
eager” to play against Poland
despite the nose injury he
suffered g France's
opener against

"1 think everyone knows
he [Mhapp\.] is really cager
to play in the next match,”
Tehouameni told media. =
for the mask. T think
starting to get wsed fo it OF
course he would rather not
wear it but [ think if you ask
the doctor he would say there
is no choice.

"But that won't change
anything for him. We know

=

despite nose injury

that when he is on the field
he will bring a lot to the
am.”

Following the injury,
Mbappe didn't feature in
the draw against the
Netherlands but he partici-
pated in a practice match
against Paderbomn's under-
21 side on Saturday.

He wore his much
talked-about mask and
- scored twice, Euro Sport
reported.

Tchouameni replaced
Mbappe in Didier De-
schamps' starting line-up
for the Netherlands clash
having missed the Austria
game with injury

Ahead of the final
round of Group D matches,
which will see a three-way
battle for qualification
with Poland already elimi-
nated, Tchouameni said:
"Some people want to win
and do so by playing well,
and others just want to
win.—Agency

a

PCB makes major
decision to prioritize
domestic cricket

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) has de-
cided to make it a must for
players to participate in do-
mestic cricket for their selec-
tion in the national team.

The decision was taken
during a meeting chaired by
PCE  Chairman Mohsin
Naqvi at the National Cricket
Academy in Lahore on Mon-
day, PCB said in a press re-
lease

The meeting occurred fol-
lowing Pakistan's horror run
at the ongoing T20 World
Cup 2024. The Men in Green
were eliminated from the
marquee event in the group
stage following twio losses 1o
the United States of America
(USA) and India.

During the meeting, par-
ticipants focused on strength-

ening domestie cricket in the

country as Mohsin Nagvi
gave principled approval to
the plan aimed at promoting
quality domestic cricket

The PCB chairman an-
nounced a plan to organise
domestic tournaments from
the club level to the national
level

While directing PCB offi-
cials 10 groom domestic
players, he emphasised the
need for experienced coaches
10 train the new talent 1o en-
hance their skills.

"Performance, fitness,
and merit will be the key cri-
teria for advancing players,”
Naqvi said

The Pakistan Cricket
Board will hold tournaments
far all three formats of the
game to promote quality do-
mestic cricket in the 2024-25
season ——Agency

ate nation, growing, trying
to get a bigger player pool
Any time that we can play
against these guys is
hugely valuable. We've got
extremely good ralent in
the US, and this was a
massive stepping stone in
showing that. We don't get
to play against these big
teams often or at all. The
more we've played as well,
the more footage they
have on us' he con-
cluded —Agency
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Sophie Turner parties the
night away after Joe Jonas
dlvorce confessmns

Sophie Tumer is living it

up with boyfriend Peregrine
Pearson after separating with
Joe Jonas.
The loved up duo at-
tended Taylor Swift's final
sold out show in London
from the VIP tent alongside
other celebrities like Sir Paul
MeCartney, Phoebe Waller-
Bridge. Andrew Scott, Ellie
Goulding and Cate
Blanchett.
Later, Sophie and Pere-
grine partied the night away
at Chiltern Firehouse where
Taylor also let loose along-
gide her boyfriend Travis
Kelce.

As the two were seen ex-
iting the afterparty, Daily
Mail photographed the Game
Of Thrones who kept it ca-
sual with a simple black vest
top and black jeans.

G 1 the look with

a pair of burgundy heels, So-
phie kept her makeup mini-
mal. On the other hand, Pere-
grine wore a pale blue shirt
over a white T-shint. Sophie
sparked engagement rumors
with the English aristocrat
earlier this month when the
two were spotted enjoying a
romantic getaway in ltaly
and the actress rocked a
golden band on her engage-
ment finger. Her hint comes
after she broke her silence on
her divorce with the Jonas
Brothers member. "1 mean,
those were the worst few
days of my life. There were
some days that | didn't know
if I was gomg to make it [
would call my lawyer s
ing, ' can't do this. 1 jllbl
can't” [ was just never strong
enough to stand up for my-
self,” she told British Vogue
in May.

Khloe Kardashian celebrates
daughter True’s dance recital

Khloe Kardashian can
now add “stage mom” to her
expanding resumé. The real-
ity TV star, 39, celebrated her
G-year-old daughter True's
dance recital on Sunday, June
23

3

The Kardashians star
shared several endearing
photos from the event, in-
cluding a picture of herself
beaming with True in her bal-
let costume. Another snap-
shot showed True dressed in
ared and white baseball out-
fit for a different routine. A
heartwarming image featured
Kardashian embracing True
and her 22-month-old son,
Tatum.

"My girls had their dance
ruclwl yesterday! Year 3 done
TTITITITIN 1 can't believe
thcy already have done three
years of dance. Life is mov-
g quickly,” Kardashian cap-
tioned the Instagram gallery.

She mentioned that True
participated in both ballet and
hip-hop performances. "I am
50 50 proud of them! They
were absolutely perfect 771"
she added.

Kardashian noted that
True usually doesn't wear
heavy makeup, but their cos-
metic-filled faces were just
for the special occasion.
"They are beautiful just as

they are. Yesterday was super
special ??7 memories for a
lifetime,” she wrote.

True danced alongside her
cousing: Kim Kardashian's
daughter Chlcdsu 6, Rob

Kardashian's daughter
Dream, 7, and Kylie Jenner's
daughter Stormi, 6. One

photo captured the girls in
pink tutus posing with Kim
Kardashian, 43, each holding
houguets of roses.
Kardashian shares True
and Tatum with her ex-

7bc\yfricnIT;;tan Thomp-

son. Their son was born via
surrogate in 2022, while True
was bom in 2018

In addition to her role
as a mom, Kardashian has
a new venture on the hori-
zon. The E! star is set to
host her own video pod-
cast on X this fall, blend-
ing her "boundary-pushing
sense of humor with her
signature relatability to
tackle dilemmas ranging
from the everyday to the

ever absurd," according to
a statement from the
media company to the
Hollywood Reporter on
June 20,

Kardashian expressed
her excitement, saying, "l
have a genuine curiosity
about so many topics and 1
try to see the positive in
everything. T can't wait to
explore, listen, and learn
through this exciting jour-
ney. Thank you X for tak-
ing this ride with me."
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JUI-F’s Maulana Muhammad
Saleh Indhar chairs meeting
for party’s membership drive

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD:  Maulana
Muhammad Saleh Indhar,
the organizer of Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam in Sindh, has
stated that a campaign for
membership drive is under-
way across the country. Dig-
italization of membership is
being carried out in Sindh,
and camps will be set up at
public places across Sindh
far the convenience of the
people for one week. In
these camps. ordinary peo-
ple can become members by
filling out the membership

form of Jamiat Ulema-e-
Islam. He said that Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam is working
on the membership of mi

norities because Jamiat
Ulema-g-1slam has already
been working throughout

the counl On this occa-
sion, Dr. AG Ansari, District
President of JUI, Maulana
Abdul  Hamid  Mahar,
Maulana Ghulamullah
Mahar and others were also
present.

PPP’s Minority Wing
celebrates Shaheed BB’s
T1st blrthday in Talhar

TALHAR: On the 71st birth-
day of the late Shaheed Mo-
htarma Benazir Bhutto, can-
dies were lit and a cake was
cut by the leader of the PPP's
Minority Wing, Sunil Kumar
in Talhar. Social activists
from  Talhar, ncluding
Madeem Ali Khawaja, senior
journalist Raj Rathore, labor-
ers, and students, participated
in the ceremony. On this oc-
casion, Sunil Kumar, the
leader of the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party's minority wing,
said that Mohtarma Benazir
was a great leader of Asia
who established strong rela-
tions with other countries,
strengthened the country'
economy. and took it o new
heights, Today, Mohtarma's
son Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is
following in his mother's
footsteps and is playing his

better role for the country's  pants of the ceremony paid Mohtarma

better economy. The partici-

a great tribute to Shaheed

Benazir
Bhutto,—RT

Badin Police arrest 8
during ongoing operations

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: On the directives of
S8P Badin, Sheeraz Nazr,
actions are being taken
against drug dealers across
the district. During a patrol
operation, Police arrested the
hashish seller Akram, alias
Akru Khaskheli, and recov-
ered 5200 grams of hashish
from his possession. Addi-
tionally, SHO of Tando Ghu-
lam Ali Police Station appre-
hended another hashish
seller, Ali Muhammad Lund,
and seized 2 kg of hashish
from him. Furthermore, a
raid ¢onducted by SHO of
Tando Ghulam Ali Police
Station on a country liguor
booth resulted in the recov-
ery of 197 liters of country

liguor, with cases being reg-
istered accordingly. Sub-In-
spector Tlawal Khaskheli,
along with his team at SHO
Kario Ghanoor Police Sta-
tion, marked a country liquor
bottle and confiscated 140
liters of country liquor. An-
other operation led 1o the ar-
rest of a Gutka seller named
Sobho, with 300 pieces of
Gutka recovered from his
possession. Similarly, Amjad
Shah was apprehended with
400 packers of Gutka, and
cases have been registered
against them. Under the su-
pervision of DSP Matli Ra-
Jjkumar, Inspector Ghulam
Mustafa Aglani of Matli Po-
lice Station, along with his
team, arrested a vehicle thief
named Kashif, and investiga-

tions are underway. Addinon-
ally, during a further opera-
tion, drug dealer Shakir
Ahmed was arrested with 10
liters of country liquor. An-
other drug dealer, Dadan
Mallah, was apprehended
with a similar quantity of
country liquor However, ong
accused, Nazir Mallah, man-
aged 1o escape. Moreover,
Hakim Ali Memon was ar-
rested, and 500 packets of
Gutka were recovered from
him. Furthermore, during a
search operation of vehicle
AMN363, 110 packets
(11550 saches) of Safina
were seized. Additionally,
Muhammad Ali, an inter-cis-
rict Safina supplier from
Orangi Town, Karachi, was
arrested during the operation

TIP, SWO observe
Whistleblower Day in Umerkot

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: Transparency
International Pakistan and
the Sukar Welfare Organiza-
tion held a seminar at a pri-
vate hotel with representa-
tives from civil society.
lawyers, government offi-
cials, and others to discuss
the role of transparency and
accountability in governance
on the occasion of World
Whistleblower Day. Advo-
cate Muhammad Bux Khan
Kunbhar, Executive Director
of the Sukar Welfare Organi-
zation, addressed the audi-
ence. World Whistleblower
Day is observed worldwide

on June 23 each year to raise
awareness among the general
public and promote trans-
parency and good gover-
nance through effective im-
plementation of stringent
laws. On this occasion, advo-
cates including Gul Munir
Walhari, Saroopchand Malhi,
Kanaya Mohan Lal, Eidal
Kunbhar and others empha-
sized the importance of
whistleblowing to report
wrongdoing, provide accu-
rate information about illegal
actions, or challenge authori-
ties legally when faced with
injustice.

They explained that
whistleblowing is akin to

blowing the whistle in a
sports game, where if a
plaver commits a foul, the
referee hlows the whistle,
and if the player continues to
commit a foul, the referee
takes action to rectify the
wrongdoing

They highlighted that in
society, we act as referees,
stnppmg wrongful actions
through legal means, and
whistleblowing serves as a
voice against bribery, corrupt
governance, deteriorating
standards, fraud, and viola-
tions of the law: They empha-
sized that everyone should
have access to justice and en-
sure transparency in action

Thieves steal a motor
from Advocate Mehboob
Jokhio’s guesthouse in
Daulatpur
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People’s Bus Service
inaugurated in Shaheed
Benazirabad

By Samad Ayaz

NAWABSHAH: The Sindh
Government has provided
the facility of People's Bus
Services in Shaheed Be-
nazirabad district. In this re-
gard Deputy Commissioner
Shaheed Benazirabad
Shahryar Gul Memon and
Ali Akbar Jamali, the Dis-
trict President of the Pak-
istan People’s Party received
buses. Speaking to the
media on the occasion,
Deputy Commissioner

Shahryar Gul Memon said
that the initiation of public
transport in Shaheed Be-
nazirabad district is a special
gift for the people by the
provincial government of
the Pakistan People’s Party.
He further stated that imi-
tially, six buses have been
started, and more buses will
be added soon. A ceremony
was organized through
which the inauguration of
the People’s Bus Service was
done. He emphasized that
the route determination has

been made keeping in view
the convenience of the peo-
ple. Ali Akbar Jamali, the
District  President, also
spoke to the media, stating
that providing standard
travel facilities to the people
is the vision of the Pakistan
People's Party. He stressed
the need for more buses, es-
pecially for areas like Dadu,
Mara, Sakrand and other re-
gions. Local PPP officials,
the District Officer, and
journalists were also present
on the occasion

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: Late at
night, unknown thieves
stole a water motor
{router) from the guest

house  of Advocate
Mehboob Jokhio in the
village Mitha Khan
Jokhio. Advocate

Mehboob Ali Jokhio re-
ported the theft to the
Dauratpur Police. Fol-
lowing this, the Daurat-
pur Police arrived at the

s¢ene to investigate. An at

expert tracker dog was

called from Hyderabad.
The dog, after sniffing
the footprints at the guest
house, tracked through
three different alleys and
stopped at the house of a
villager. The villager de-
nied being the thief but
said he would speak with
his family. Subsequently,
the Dauratpur Pplice ar-
rested one suspect and
took him to the police
station. A number of vil-
lagers were also present
the scene during this
incident.

Recovery of
abducted
Khanpur Mahar
girl demanded

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: The residents
of village Khuda Bux Al-
mani recorded a protest
demonstration was led by
the family of Nazia, who
was allegedly abducted by
armed men. The protest
leaders including
Bashiran W/o Muham-
mad Abbas Almani and
his brother Amir Ali and

others said that their
teenage girl has been ab-
ducted by the Almani
community men, while
the police have shown an
indifferent approach in
this regard despite pas-
sage of one and half
maonth. The protesters de-
manded of the higher au-
thorities to 1ake notice of
the matter and ensure the
recovery of abducted girl.

PCB’s Under-19
Champions
Trophy 2024
continues in Kotri

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: The 2024 Under-
19 Champion's Trophy or-
ganized by the Pakistan
Cricket Board has com-
menced at the SITE
cricket stadium in Kotri,
‘where teams from 106 dis-
tricts of the entire country
are participating.  This
toumament aims to pro-
vide a platform for under-
19 teams to showcase
their talent. In the recent
match between teams
from Jamshoro and Mir-
purkhas, Mirpurkhas de-
feated Jamshoro by 63
runs. This victory has
boosted the morale of the
Mirpurkhas team, while

creating excirement
among local ericket enthu-
siasts. The Cricker Sta-
dium in Ketri is providing
excellent facilities for the
matches, and the Pakistan
Cricket Board's initiative
to hold under-19 matches
in Kotri is commendable
The purpose of these
under-19 matches is to
identify talented players
and groom them for
higher levels, ultimately
contributing to the na-
tional team's pool of tal-
ent. Such initiatives illu-
minate the names of bath
the country and its regions
on the cricketing map, fos-
tering pride and recogni-
tion.

Town Committee
Chairman Syed Aftab Shah
Sheerazi vows to better
serve people of Sujawal

By Kamran Hidayat

SUJAWAL: Chairman of the
Town Committee Sujawal,
Syed Aftab Shah Sheerazi,
expressed his commitment to
serving the residents of the
fown wholeheartedly. He
particularly addressed the
grievances of the residents
regarding urban housing and
assured them that efforts
would be made to fulfill their
hopes, He also acknowl-

edged the contribution of the
late former town committes
member, Syed Haji Ghulam
Akram Shah Sheerazi, and
expressed hope to continue
serving the city in his mem-
ory. Sujawal emphasized that
the town belongs to every-
one, and efforts will be made
collectively to improve and
beautify it. Furthermore, he
expressed gratitude and ap-
preciation to the business-
men of the town for their in-

vestment and contributions
to the local economy. He
specifically mentioned the
efforts of businessmen Hajji
Abdul  Karim  Memon,
Muhammad Usman Pahore,
Abdul Sattar Khatri, Sajjad
Memon and other members
of the Town Committee, in-
cluding Syed Aftab Shah
Sheerazi, for their public
service and dedication to the
welfare of the city and its
tesidents

Two Sehwan children
die after consuming
poisonous food

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHIARIF: A
tragic incident occurred
m the UC Yousif Karam-
pur, where two innocent
children fell uncon-
scious due to consuming
poisonous food

This unfortunate inci-
dent led to the death of a
Z-year-old girl named
Kainat. Meanwhile, the
condition of another in-
nocent boy, S-year-old
Muhammad Faizan,

worsened, and he was

rushed to the Sehwan
Hospital for medical as-
sistance  during  his
struggle for life, but un-
fortunately, he also
passed away. Addition-
ally, the bodies of the
deceased children were
handed over to their rel-
atives for burial. The
tragic  incident has
sparked concerns in the
community, and police
have initiated an investi-
gation to uncover the
truth behind this unfor-
tunate event

PPP Culture Wing Sanghar
felicitates District Council

Chairman Riaz Hussain
Shah Khurasani

By Khadim Khaskheli

SANGHAR: PPP Culture
Wing's General Secretary Li-
aquat  Shahani. Shaukat
Khaskheli and Aijaz Diper
met with the newly elected
Chairman of the District
Council Sanghar, Riaz Hus-
sain Shah Khurasani, to con-
gratulate him on his appoint-

ment. They expressed their
best wishes to Riaz Hussain
Shah Khurasani for assuming
the position of Chairman of
the District Council Sanghar
During the meeting, it was
discussed how to resolve the
issues faced by PPP workers
in collaboration with the
Chairman of the District
Council Sanghar. Riaz Hus-

sain Shah Khurasani assured
the delegation of PPP Culture
fing that he would work
diligently to address the con-
cerns of PPP workers. The
delegates expressed confi-
dence in Riaz Hussain Shah
Khurasani as the Chairman
of the District Council Sang-
har and pledged to work to-
wether to resolve issues

Protest continues in Thul
for completion of water
supply scheme

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: The dream of clean
and potable water for the res-
idents of Thul has not yet
been realized

Despite significant devel-
opment m recent times, the
provision of clean water re-
mains elusive for the citizens
of Thul

A scheme worth millions

of rupees was approved for
Thul’s water supply 13 years
ago, but despite the passage
of time, it has not been com-
pleted

Residents of Thul have
been protesting against cor-
ruption and incomplete work
in the water scheme for the
past 40 months. Protesters
staged a vigorous demonstra-
tion, blocking roads and dis-

rupting traffic al various
times, causing inconvenience
10 COMIMULETS.

Despite media coverage
and efforts by the Action
Committee, including Ja-
maluddin Josh Buriro, Abdul
Razzag) Sarwan, Muhammad
Bakhsh Brohi, Mir Hasan
Brohi, Zafar Lashari, Hakim
Dol, and Asif Jokhio, the
scheme has not progressed

Candidates appearing in
entry-test for Law College
stage demo in TMK

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: The candidates from
various areas of Tando
Muhammad Khan protested
in front of the press club
against the out-of-syllabus
questions given by the de-
partment in the Law College
entrance test and raised
strong slogans. On this ocea-

sion, the protesters Zakir All
Rind, Asghar Ali Janwari,
Shiraz Mallah, Fayaz Jiskani
and Faisal Wassan told the
media that an entrance test
was conducted by the institu-
tion for admission, and hun-
dreds of students were in-
volved. Every year, two 10
three MCQs in the test are in-
correct, but this year, twelve
MCQs out of syllabus were

given in the test, which is en-
tirely unjust to the sudents of
the institution. The instination
should admit its mistake and
give extra grace marks 10 the
students. The protesters have
demanded the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court to take
notice of the injustice done to
the candidates who have ap-
plied for admission to the
Law College

DEO Larkana Gulbahar
Magsi chairs meeting of
District Education Group

By M Rafique

LARKANA: Today, the Dis-
trict Education Group held its
annual meeting, presided
over by District Education
Officer Gulbahar Magsi. The
meeting was attended by Dis-
trict Education Officer (Pri-
mary), RSU's District Officer
Abdul Rehman, DEO Pri-
mary, All Tehsil TEOs Male

& Female, IBA District Man-
ager Aijaz Ali Chandio, and
ather officials. The Chairman
of the District Education
Group meeting, District Edu-
cation Officer Larkana,
stated that the main agenda
of the meeting was to address
issues related to school codes
and SEMIS. He emphasized
that schools with issues
should  resolve  them

promptly and submit their
forms as soon as possible so
that the funds allocated to
schools can be utilized effec-
tively. Additionally, District
Education Officer Gulbahar
Magsi announced that the
stipend funds for students
will be disbursed soon, and
students will receive notifica-
tions via their mobile num-
bers.

Students Action Committee
holds a seminar in Talhar
on martyred ]ournahsts

—

By Jibran Talpur

BADIN:
Students Action Com-
mittee organized a semi-
nar in memory of the
martyred journalists
Nasrullah Gadani, Jan
Muhammad Mahar, Ajay
Kumar and others. The
seminar highlighted the
reward for independent

In Talhar, the |

journalism in Sindh and g8

paid tribute to the mar-
tyred journalists. Faizan
Al Jamali, Abdullah
Thaheem, Ravi Kumar
and Hafizullah
Khaskheli, Talhar Press
Club’s President
Muhammad  Siddique
Thebo, General Secre-

tary Manji Lal, Muham-
mad Tahir Samo, Sajjad

Lashari, Sajjad Ahmed
Chandio, Muhammad
Hanif Mallah, Muham-
mad Hanif Lashari, Adil
Lashari, Raj Rathore,

Munawar Ali Jatoi and
others attended. The par-
ticipants in the seminar
demanded swift action
against the killers and
strict implementation of
the law to ensure justice.
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Pak-Iran Relations
Highlighted At "Picturesque
On Iran" Conference

KARACHI: Senior Minister |8

of Sindh for Energy, Syed
Nasir Hussain Shah, empha-
sized the enduring brotherly
relations between Pakistan
and Iran, highlighting that
Iran was the first country to
recognize Pakistan after in-
dependence. Speaking at the
3rd "Picturesque on lran"
conference, Shah noted the
potential for both countries
to benefit from cultural, reli-
gious, and health tourism.

Chairman D
Muhammad Zubair Moti-
wala, Iranian Consul Gen-
eral Hassan Nourian, and
other dignitaries also spoke
at the event. Nourian praised
the high level of diplomatic
ties and historical and cul-
tural similarities between the
two nations, which could
deepen mutual ties

Nourian discussed the re-
cent inauguration of twa
new land borders at Rimdan
and Phishin, alongside the
long-standing Taftan-Mir-
java border, facilitating cas-
ier travel between the coun-
tries. He highlighted Iran's
electronic and paperless visa
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system and the decision to
omit entry and exit stamps in
travelers' passports.
Nourian also mentioned
the establishment of direct
flights from Karachi and La-
hore to Tehran and Mashhad
¢ three lranian airlines,
with hopes for an increase in
direct flights. Additionally,
studies for a sea voyage be-
tween the two countries are
underway, attracting private
SeClor investors
He highlighted Tran's rich
historical tourism., ranking
9th globally with 24 UN-
ESCO-registered sites, and
recent intangible heritage
registrations. He also em-

phasized Iran's appeal for
halal food, affordable ac-
commodation, security, di-
verse climates, and cultural
attractions, making it a
memorable destination
Nourian invited Pakistani
travelers to benefit from
Iran's advanced public
health and medical servioes

fordability. The event fea-
tured a speech by Dr
Iftikhar Salah-ud-Din on
Iran's rich history and cul-
ture, and was attended by
diplomats from France,
Turkey, Russia, UAE,
Malaysia, Japan, and other
dignitaries —RT

Tessori Hosts Historic Eid
Gathering At Sindh
Governor House

KARACHL:  Mohammed
Kamran Khan Tessori. the
Govemor of Sindh, known as
the " Awami Govemor” (Pub-
lic Govemor). made history
during an Fid gathering at the

Governor House. The event K
saw the Consul Generals of

China, the United States, and
Russia  sitting  together,
alongside diplomats from
Turkey, Japan, France, and
Kuwait's Consul General,
who is also a Middle East
peace mediator. The diplo-
mats discussed international
politics and praised Governor
Tessori's initiatives
Governor Tessori's no-
table achievements included
the sacrifice of 100 camels

and the distribution of their §

meat, along with 20,000 gro-

cery boxes, during the three |8

days of Eid ul Adha. Foreign
diplomats lauded his efforts
to promote IT education in
Sindh through programs that
enable thousands of under-
privileged students 1 eam
substantial incomes for their
families

During informal chats,
diplomars also recognized
the Governor's compassion-
ate gesture of gifting two
camels 10 a poor man in in-
terior Sindh whose camel's
leg was cut off by a land-
lord. The get-together was
attended by diplomars from

Haris, Abdul Salam Dad-
abhoy, acting Chairman
of the Consumer Associa-
tion of Pakistan, MOM
(P) leaders MNAs,
MPAs Haji Rafig
Pardesi, Chairman ABAD
Athar lgbal, Dr. Mirza
Ikhtiar Baig, Ishtiaq Baig,
Prince Jam Kaim Ali, and
other high government of-
ficials —RT

Germany, Malaysia, Iran,
and the outgoing Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, the
Consul General of Indone-
sia. Other norable atten-
dees included the Chair-
man of Savlani Welfare,
the Chairman of the
Higher Education Com-
mission Prof. Dr. Mo-
hammed Altamash, for-
mer minister Br (k)

g

Sindh Planning Mini Grids
In Every District: Nasn' Shah

KARACHI: Provincial En-
engy Minister Nasir Shah has
announced plans to prioritize
the welfare of Sindh's resi-
dents, emphasizing the gov-
ernment's commitment de-
spite not being part of the
federal administration

"Bilawal Bhutto has
pledged 300 units of free
electricity for the people,”
Shah stated, highlighting the
imitiative to distribute elec-
tricity generated from solar
parks to the public

"In Sindh, approximately
two million households lack
electricity ~ connections,"
Shah added. "In the initial
phase, we will provide solar
panel-generated electricity to
these households."

Chief of Sukkur Electric
Power Company (SEPCO)
to reduce load shedding dur-
ing the current intense heat-
wave Recently, the Sindh
government entered into an
agreement with a private
sector firm to launch a float-
ing solar power project at
Keenjhar Lake —RT

Shah outlined the gov-
ernment's strategy to estab-
lish mini-grids in small com-
munities across each district
of the province, aiming to
offer affordable and eco-
friendly electricity. "If suc-
cessful, this pilot project
will expand further," he af-
firmed. He also urged the

KARACHI: District General Secretan PPP Shaheed Benazi

ulam

bad,
Shah Leghari, and Coordinater Zardari House Nawabshah, Saleem Zardari called on
Central President of the PPP Ladies Wing, Adi Faryal Talpur in Karachi—RT

Political Stability, Not
Military Operations Needed:
Hafiz Naeemur Rehman

KARACHI: Hafiz Nagemur
Rehman, head of Jamaat-e-
Islami (J1), criticized the de-
cision to launch Operation
Azm-e-Istehkam, stating it
was done without parliamen-
tary consultation.

“Operation  Azm-g-Is-
tehkam was decided without
any consideration for Parlia-
ment," said Rehman. "Pak-
istan requires political stabil-
ity, not military operations.”

He expressed concemns
over the lack of consultation
with national. political, or
democratic leadership re-
garding the operation. em-
phasizing that without na-
tional  consensus,  its
objectives would not be
achieved.

Rehman advocated for
defined actions instead of
military operations, particu-
larly highlighting the burden
on the people of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochis-
tan

" g
“Our party stands for
peace. the elimination of
terrorism, and an end to
all forms of extremism
in Pakistan," he af-
firmed.

He concluded by as-
serting that peace, eco-
nomic prosperity, and po-
litical stability could enly
be achieved through a
government elected by the
people. —RT/Agency

Activist Sarim
Burney Hospitalized

Amid

Child

Trafficking Charges

KARACHI: Sarim Bumey. |

renowned human rights ac-
tivist and philanthropist, has
been hospitalized after being
arrested on charges of child
trafficking and document for-
wery, as reported by Express
Mews. The Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) has filed
an interim charge sheet in the
case.

Burney, accused of smug-
gling over 20 newbomns

under the guise of adoption |

in the past year, was trans-

ferred to a hospital from B

court lockup due 10 health
concerns. The bail hearing
took place in the court of the
Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge East, overseen
by a substitute judge in the
absence of the assigned
Judge.

Defense lawyers success-
fully requested Bumey's
transfer from Landhi Jail to
Central Jail, which was
granted by the court. How-
ever, the bail application

hearing has been adjourned
to June 26 upon the defense’s
request

Amir Nawaz Warraich,
defense lawyer, informed
that Bumney's health deterio-
rated necessitating his trans-
fer 1o the hospital while in
court lockup. The FIA's in-
terim charge sheet .ﬂlcg,es
that Bumey

-Do you actually believe this?

KMC Approves Budget
Without New Taxes

KARACHL The Karachi
Metropolitan  Corporation
(KMC) has successfully
passed its annual budget in a
recent city council meeting,
as reported by the media on
Monday.

Karachi Mayor Murtaza
Wahab, addressing the coun-
cil, emphasized that the ap-
proved budget does not in-
clude any new taxes. He
stressed the importance of
maintaining financial stabil-
ity without increasing the
burden on citizens

Prior to the meeting,
Mayor Wahab consulted ex-
tensively with the finance de-
partment immediately after
Eid and engaged proactively
with various stakeholders, in-

mitment to transparency and
fiscal responsibility.
_ Mayor Wahab also higl

rather than engaging i per-
sonality-driven politics. In
discussions with the opposi-

cluding opposition leaders, to tion leader, Mayor Karachi
foster a collaborative ap- impartiality br ; advocated for a productive
proach. from proposing any schemes session, proposing that Mon-

Last Friday, Mayor
Wahab formally assured the
opposition leader in writing
that no new taxes would be
introduced in the upcoming
budget, showeasing his com-

New Federal Budget 2024-25
Will Promote Smuggling, Warns

specifically for his union
council. He acknowledged
the constructive criticism
from the opposition, empha-
sizing his administration's
focus on addressing issues

day's meeting allocate suffi-
cient time for both his ad-
dress and the opposition's
feedback on the budgzet to en-
sure a comprehensive and
balanced deliberation —RT

Mohammad Hamf Gohar

)\*\R*\C'Hl Former Senior |
Vice President of FPCCI and
General Secretary of UBG

(Sindh Zone), Mohammad §

Hanif Gohar, has eriticized
the new federal budget, stat-
ing it will boost smuggling

and increase inflation. Gohar |2

expressed  disappointment
with the budget. particularly
its impact on the construction
sector, during a dinner with
Council of Economic and
Energy Journalists (CEEI)
members.

Gohar argued that the
budget fails  exporters,
traders, and industrialists,
burdening those who already
pay heavy taxes. He high-
lighted that the increased cost
of construction materials will
make homeownership unai-
tainable for the poor and
middle class. He emphasized

that Pakistan's economy is
struggling, exports are stag-
nating, and the construction
sector is crippled by exces-
SIVE laxes,

He called on the govern-
ment to control inflation,
making it easier for the poor
to afford basic necessities
Gohar urged FPCCT Presi-

t‘lenl Atif Tkram Shaikh and
Chief Patron UBG SM Tan-
veer 1o review and address
the budget's deficiencies. He
also called for political unity
to strengthen the economy
and support the poor, ensur-
ing they can provide for their
families and maintain their
self-respect —RT

smuggle children o the U!ﬂ
by falsely declaring them as
ormphans —RT/Agency

KATI Warns That Fixed

Tax Regime

On Exports

Will Devastate lndustry

KARACHL Johar Qandhari,
President of the Korangi As-
sociation of Trade and Indus-
1y (KATI), has condemned
the proposed fixed tax
regime on exports, waming it
will severely harm exports
and deter invesmment Qand-
hari stated thar this policy
would exacerbare economic
challenges for industrialists.
“The government's pro-
posal to implement a fixed
tax regime on exports will
only add 1o the difficulties of
industrialists, rather than fa-
cilitating them to boost ex-
ports,” Qandhari said. He
highlighted that the current
tax burden, including income
tax, sales tax, withholding
tax, and regulatory duties
«can account for up to 50% of
their income, making prof-

£ | itable operations nearly im-

passible.
He expressed concern

i | that such policies could halt

foreign investment and lead
to the closure of existing in-
dustries. In contrast, neigh-
boring countries like India
and Bangladesh provide ex-
tensive support to their ex-

rters, enhancing their
global market presence with

competitively priced prod-
ucts

“In Pakistan, exporters
are being treated as adver-
saries, stripping them of
their right to conduct busi-
ness," Qandhari remarked
He called for immediate re-
ductions in electricity and
gas prices and the with-
drawal of the proposed
fixed tax regime on the ex-
port sector to facilitate in-
creased domestic exports
"The government must take
urgent steps to support ex-
porters and promote indus-
trialization to prevent eco-

Sindh Home Minister Orders Swift Action

Against Attack On Elderly Citizen

KARACHI: Sindh Home
Minister Zia-ul-Hasan Lanjar
expressed strong displeasure
today over the assault on an
elderly citizen by a violent
individual in Karachi's ko-
rangi area

In a starement from the
Sindh Home Department,
Mr. Lanjar instructed the SSP
Korangi to promptly appre-
hend those responsible for
the artack and ensure a case
is filed against them.

He emphasized the need

|| to enforce the law against

drug  addicts,  stating,
"There will be no wlerance
for delaying or neglecting
citizens' complaints "

Lanjar directed the
S5P Korangi to hold the
SHO accountable if com-
plaints are not promptly
registered. He demanded

a detailed report on the
actions taken against the
perpetrators of the vio-
lence against the senior
citizen —RT

Karachi Residents Protest
Prolonged Water Shortage
In Azizabad

KARACHI- Residents of
Azizabad Block in
Karachi staged a protest
against the extended
water shortage persisting
in their area for the past
three months, as reported
by the media on Monday
The protest, attended
by women, children, and
elderly citizens, saw par-
ticipants chanting slogans

against the Karachi Water
and Sewerage Board
(KWSB) Residents ex-
pressed frustration over
the severe water scarcity,
emphasizing their re-
liance on water tankers
controlled by  local
mafias

“We are forced to pur-
chase water from the
water tanker mafia as

there is no regular sup-
ply," stated a protester.
Demanding immediate
action from authorities,
the protestors urged the
KWSB to restore regular
water supply to Azizabad
They also called for
measures to address ille-
gal water connections ex-
acerbating the water crisis
in the area —RT/Agency

RRF Chief Warns

Against

TikTok Videos
During Duty Hours

KARACHI: Rapid Response
Force (RRF) personnel in
Sindh have been prohibited
from filming TikTok videos
during their duty hours, ac-
cording to media reports on
Monday.

Commandant RRF DIG
Faisal Abdullah Chachar is-
sued strict directives to both
the Rapid Response Force
and Crowd Management
Unit, emphasizing that no of-
ficer is allowed to film Tik-
Tok videos at their base or
surrounding areas while on
duty or in official wniform

nomic decline,” he
emphasized —RT

. .
Filming

DIG Faisal - Abdullah

Chachar highlighted the sen-
sitive nature of RRF's duties
and urged officials to refrain
from engaging in TikTok
videos during their duty
hours. He labeled any viola-
tion of these directives as a
breach of di me and the
force's principles

Warning c\t stringent
disciplinary measures, the
RRF chief emphasized
that negligence in com-
plying with these guide-
lines will not be toler-
ated. —RT/Agency

Karachi In Grip Of
Partial Heatwave

KARACHI: Chief Meteorol-
ogist Sardar Sarfaraz has in-
dicated that Karachi is cur-
rently experiencing a partial
heatwave, which is expected
to persist for the next two
days, as reported by media
on Monday. The prevailing
hot weather in the city is at-
tributed to a change in wind
direction, according to Sar-
faraz. He forecasted a likely
decrease in temperatures
after the two-day period. The
Meteorological Department
also anticipates the onset of
the monsoon season in the
first week of July. Karachi
and other districts of Sindh
are predicted to Teceive
above-normal rainfall duning

this monsoon season. Today,
the temperature in Karachi
could rise to 43 degrees Cel-
sius, with continued hot and
humid conditions expected
for the next three days. To-
morrow, daytime tempera-
tures are projected to range
between 38 to 40 degrees
Celsius. In other parts of
Sindh, including Hyderabad,
Mirpur Khas, Umarkot, and
Badin, temperatures may
reach between 44 to 46 de-
wrees Celsius. Tharparkar
and Umarkot could experi-
ence light rainfall accompa-
mied by wind and thunder-
storms later today or tonight,
according to the weather re-
port. Recent weather patterns

have already brought pre-
monsoon  light rain  and
strong winds o various areas
of the eity. Similarly, Rohri,
Pannu Agil, Kandhra, and
Salehpat witnessed rainfall
that damaged mud houses
and inundated roads. The
Provineial Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (FDMA) of
Punjab has issued a monsoon
rain alert, predicting an in-
crease of 35 percent in rain-
fall this season starting from
July 1st. Heavy rains are ex-
pected in upper, central, and
southem Punjab, potentially
leading to urban floeding and
flooding in hill torrents in
southem Punjab during July's
tain spell —RT/Agency
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Bajwa and Faiz Hamid Settled Matters With
TTP, Gave Us Brief Overview: Khawaja Asif

ISLAMABAD:  Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif Mon-
day revealed that former
army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa and ex-Inter
Services Intelligence director
general Faiz Hamid settled
matters with Tehreek-¢-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP) and only
gave a brief overview to
them on the matter.

"They [former generals]
E

painted a picture as 1f all was
good in Swat” Asif said
while speaking to media.

The defence minister said
that the politicians, most no-
tably Ali Wazir and Mohsin
Dawar, had raised questions
in the relevant briefing but
were not allowed to speak
mu

The minister's remarks
come after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif-led federal
govermnment, in light of in-
creased terror ingidents in re-
cent months, announced
launching a fresh anti-terror
operation across the country
titled " Azm-¢-Istehkam"

The decision was made
during a meeting of the Cen-
tral Apex Committee on Na-
tional Action Plan (NAP)
which was attended by chief

ministers of all provinces and
GB, services chiefs, and chief
secretaries of the province:
along with other senior ¢

ian, military. and law en-
forcement agencies officers.

The operation will provi-
sion streamlining of multiple
lines of effort to combat the
menaces of extremism and
terorism in a comprehensive
and decisive manner, read the
statement issued by the
Prime  Minister's  Office
(FMO)

However, the Centre's
move hasn't bode well with
the Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf’
(PTI), which constitutes the
majority of the opposition
benches in the National As-
sembly and has opposed the

military operation, calling for
the issue to be discussed be-
fore the parliament

"The federal government

should discuss this issue in
the parliament before approv-
ing it. No Apex Committe is
abave this house," PTI Chair-
man Barrister Gohar said
while speaking in the lower
house on Sunday.
Reflecting on PTI's gov-
ernment, Asif claimed that
around  5.000-6,000 TTP
fighters were brought back
and were given shelter and
amnesty during the former
ruling party's tenure.

"The army conducts an
operation against terrorists,
but the civilian government
of this area does not fulfil its

responsibility,” the minister
said.

Commenting on his meet-
ings with Afghan ministers
and leaders, the defence min-
ister said that he didn't feel
any animosity or hostility
against Pakistan during his
interaction with the officials
from the neighbouring coun-

His remarks come as Is-
lamabad has time again
called on Kabul's Taliban-led
administration to prevent its
soil from being used by vari-
ous terrorist or

Addressing the issue of
mob lynching, he noted that
people used blasphemy even
in their personal enmity and
stressed the need to stand up
for the rights of minorities in
the country.

“We tabled a resolution in
the assembly against the inci-
dents of minorities which
was opposed by PTL" he said
while referring to a resolution
passed by the NA which
called on the Centre and the
provinces to ensure the com-
plete safety of members of

against Pakistan — an allega-
tion Kabul has denied.
Lamenting the country's
history of being engaged in
wars, Asif said: "General Zia
ul Haq and General Pervez
Musharraf fought wars to ex-
tend their rule. Gen Zia de-
stroved religion, social struc-
ture and society, took the
money and became a part of
the Afighan war [against Rus-

w
&=

"We should take account
of ourselves as to why we
came a part of two wars, Will
our soldiers continue to pay
the price of our wrong poli-
cies?™ the minister noted

minor ¢

The resolution was tabled
after a man was lynched to
death in Swat over allega-
tions of desecration of the
Holy Quran.

Last month, a Christian
man in his seventies was at-
tacked by a mob on charges
of desecrating the Holy
Quran and later died of his
injuries in Sargodha, Punjab.

Meanwhile, over 90
Christian homes and 21
churches were vandalised
when hundreds of people ri-
oted through a Christian
neighbourhood in Faisal-
abad's Jaranwala tehsil last
year—RT/Agency

Shehbaz and Bill Gates Renew
Commitment To Eradicate
Polio From Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: As Pakistan
remains in the grip of po-
liovirus despite the govern-
ment's rigorous efforts to-
wards eradication of the
paralysing disease, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Co-Chair of the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
(BMGF), Bill Gates renewed
the pledge o wipe it out of
the country. Polio is a highly
infectious disease caused hy
poliovirus mainly affecting
children under the age of five
vears, who are malnourished
and have weak immunity be-
cause of being under-vacci-
nated or not vaccinated for
polio and other childhood
diseases The illness invades
the nervous system and
causes paralysis or even
death. While there is no cure
for polio, vaccination is the
most effective way to protect
children from this crippling
disease. Pakistan is one of
two remaining polio-endemic
countries in the world, along
with Afghanistan and the
number of cases on a yearly
basis have significamly
dropped in the country. The
latest diagnosis was reported
in Shikarpur on June 1,
bringing the tll of polio
cases in the Pakistan this year
to four In a meeting with PM
Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad
on Monday, Gates expressed
his confidence thar with a
sustained vaccination cam-
paign and firm commitment

of the Pakistani government,
polio eradication drive would
get back on track to end the
crippling disease following
the recent surge in environ-
mental detections He also un-
derscored how Pakistan’s de-
ployment of data science
tools and digital technology
are important resources to
continue to improve the lives
of the citizens across the
country. The visiting digni-
tary also thanked the premier,
who receieved him at the
Prime Minister's House, for
his continued dedication and
personal interest in eradicat-
ing wild polie from the coun-
try. Welcoming  Gates, PM
Shehbaz updated him about
the government's efforts o
achieve economic stability
and key advances in digital
financial services, increased
health coverage, climare
change adaptation and efforts
10 eradicare poliovirus. He
deeply ap d the Gates

tives to digitise the economy

"A digitised eco-system of
the entire government struc-
ture will result in enhanced
revenues that will help im-
prove governance and the
govemnment would be able to
spend more on public welfare
schemes," a statemnent issued
by the Prime Minister Office
quoted the premier as saying

PM Shehbaz underlined that
bath the government and the
(Gates Foundation share
many goals including closing
the gender gap, increasing
health coverage, improving
food security, climate change
adaptation, and financial in-
clusion. Thanking the Gates
Foundation for being the
largest donor for the polio
eradication programme, the
premier outlined a robust and
focused strategy o counter
threats of increased wild po-
liovirus infections and the ac-
unm neaded to overcome the
i to completely wipe

Foundation's valuable sup-
port for government's initia-

out the disease from Pak-
istan —RT/Agency

Kundi Urges For Cabinet
Meetings On Operation
Azm-i-Istehkam To Be Held In
Terrorism Hot Zones In KP

ISLAMABAD:
Pakhtunkhwa Governar
Faisal Karim Kundi on Mon-
day suggested that the federal
government hold meetings
on counterterrorism with the
KP assembly in terrorism
hotzones across the province
instead of Islamabad.

The federal government
on Saturday approved a rein-
vigorated and re-energised
national counter-terrorism
campaign, Operation Azm-i-
Istehkam, that symbolised
the national resolve to eradi-
cate extremnism and terrorism
from the country.

The campaign = was
launched with the consensus
of all stakeholders, including
the  provinces,  Gilgit-
Baltistan and Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, duning a meet-
ing of the Central Apex
Committee on the National
Action Plan (NAP), chaired
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif.

“Azm-i-Istehkam will in-
tegrate and synergise multi-
ple lines of effort to combat
the menaces of extremism
and terrorism in a compre-
hensive and decisive man-
the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) said in a press
release.

Khyber §

However, in a parliament
session marred by ruckus on
Sunday, Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif criticised the
opposition for not supporting
the newly announced coun-
terterrorism operation as the
latter demanded that Parlia
ment be taken into conf
dence before any offensive
against  militancy  was
launched. Speaking to the
media outside Parliament
House in 1slamabad the same
day, PTI MNA Gohar Khan
had said, “It is our demand
..] that if there is any oper-
ation — whether intelli-

gence-based or full-fledged ol

or in certain districts or vil-
lages or tehsils — it is neces-
sary to take this Parliament
into  confidence."He had
made the remarks while the

National Assembly was in
seasion, saying that the oppo-
d to speak on a
point of order that the “mili-
tary leadership, as has been
done in the past, give an in-
camera briefing and detail
the situation” However, he
alleged, that lawmakers from
his party were denied the
chance to g and therefore
staged a walkout in protest.
Talking to reporters today,
KP Governor Kundi said Op-
eration Azm-i-Istehkam was
launched following meetings
between the federal govern-
ment and all MakLhoIdub.
A

an.

“They have all committed
and we stand with them and
the federal government,”

Kundi said —RT/Agency

Military Operation
As Necessary Now
As In The Past:

JHELUM: Senate Chairman
Yusuf Raza Gilani on Mon-
day backed the newly an-
nounced counterterrorism
operation * Azm-e-Isiehkam’,
saying that military opera-
tion to combat terrorism is as
necessary as it was in the
past, media reported.

Speaking to journalists
here, the PPP leader ex-
pressed support for the mili-
tary’s actions in Swat and
Malakand, saying there was
na other option.

Gilani also praised the
military s effors in eliminat-
ing rerrorism, saying that

nearly two million people af-
fected by military operations
are currently living in
camps,

The remarks came as op-
position parties, including
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), have opposed the Op-
position  Azm-g-Istehkam,
announced by the govern-
ment 1o combat terrorsm

The launching of the op-
eration was announced in a
meeting of the Central Apex
Committee of National Ac-
tion Plan, which was chaired
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif —RT/Agency

GB Government Unveils
Rs1.4 Trillion Budget
For 2024-25 Including

Wheat Subsidy

GIIGIT: The Gilgit-Baltistan
government on Monday un-
veiled a budget worth
Rs1.402 trillion for the up-
coming fiscal year 2024-25.

Presenting the budget in
the provincial assembly, GB
Finance Minister Engineer
Esmail said that an amount of
Rs86.6 billion was allocated
for non-development expen-
ditur d Rs34.5 billion for
development projects.

“The development budget
includes Rs20 billion for the
annual development pro-
gramme and Re13.5 billion
for the tederal government
projec ¢ said.

The minister said in order
to provide relief to the GB
people, a significant amount
of Rs19.07 billion was ear-
marked for wheat subsidy.

In the financial plan for
FY25, the education sector
ot an allocation of Re1.37
billion, Rsl 52 bﬂllon for
health sector, Rs597.9 mil-

lion for agriculture depart-

ment, Rs998 millicn for food
department and Rs110 mil-
lion for mineral resources de-
partment.

The finance minister said
that Rs1.728 billion has been
earmarked for irrigation de-
4 billion for
ronment de-
partment, Rs1.19 billion for
rural development depart-
ment and Rs1.316 billion for
information technology de-
partment.

Moreover technical edu-
cation department Rs 7.763
ballion, social welfare depart-
ment Rs 3.632 billion, power
department Rs 2.88 billion,
communication department
Rs 5.63 billion, and informa-
tion department Rs 41.4 mil-
lion.

Additionally, Rs536.8
million was specified for
the prison department,
Rs192.6 million for law de-
partment and Rs57.4 mil-
lion for excise and taxation

department. —RT/Agency

Gandapur Seeks Meeting With
Army And ISI Chiefs As PTI
Signals Readmess For Talks

PESHAWAR: After Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) sig-

nalled to hold dialogues on
multiple occasions to end po-
litical ~ stability, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
expressed wishes to hold a
meeting with the incumbent

Chief of Ammy Staff (COAS) &

and the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (IST) chief.

CM Gandapur, speaking
to journalists in Rawalpindi
after meeting incarcerated
PTI founder Imran Khan in
Adiala Jail on Monday, said
that the former prime minis-
ter has always offered dia-
logues.

He expressed sorrow that
nobody responded to Khan's
call for talks, adding that dia-
logues were not held with the
institutions or the federal
govemment o Far

Rumanng Ihn. PTI's con-

terms and conditions would
be unchanged for the dia-
logues. He detailed that the
former ruling party sought
restoration of its stelen man-
date and the formation of a
probe commission on the
May 9 riots.

“I want to meet the army
chief and the DG ISL” CM
Gandapur said, adding that
he met the top military per-
sonalities at different events,
clarifying that there was no
one-on-one meeting held be-
tween them

Criticising the federal
government on the newly
launched anti-terrorism oper-
ation — Azm-e-Isichkam, he
claimed that there was no

mention of any kind of [
tary] operation in the last
apex commitiee meeting

He admitted that law and
order situation and "distribu-
on of prizes" came under
discussion and was labelled
as " Azm-e-Istehkam” in the
top huddle
CM Gandapur said that
he would talk about Inter-
Services Public Relations

= (ISPR) policies on another

occasion whether the opera-
tion would be held or not.
He. however, gave credit
to the PTI government for
improving law and order sit-
uation as the former adminis-
tration strengthened all law
enforcement agencies, in-
cluding the Counter-Termor-
ism Department (CTD)
Recalling the past devel-
opments during the FTI gov-
ernment, he said that former
PM Khan visited Afghanistan
and held talks with then-pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani He added
that then-IS1 chief Licutenant
General Faiz Hamid re-
mained in contact with the
Afghanistan administration
during the three-year tenure
of the PTT government, How-

ever, then-army chief Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa re-
moved ISI chief Hamid

He urged that it was nec-
essary to take all provinces
and stakeholders in confi-
dence on major decisions.
Commenting on the rise
in terrorism incidents, he was
of the that the menace
of terrorism was increasing
for finding a solution via di
alogues. He offered the PTT's
support to the
ment "if it is willing lu hold
talks with Afghanistan

To a question r\,gdrdmg

the KP government’s stance

CM Gandapur
province should not
blamed for the massive line
losses. He also blamui the
Centre for not

dues of the KP government
worth Rs1,510 billion.

He defended his decisions
to take & tough stance against
the federal governmment over
loadshedding issues in KP.
The chief minister warmned
the federal authorities, again,
that they would give a strong
“reaction” if their demands
were not met,—RT/Agency

Senate Proposes 128
Recommendations To National
Assembly On Fmance Blll 2024

ISLAMABAD: The Senate |§

on Monday proposed a total
of 128 recommendations in-
cluding nine about the Public
Sector Development Pro-

gramme (PSDP) for the year |

2024-25 to the National As-
sembly for inclusion in the
Finance Bill 2024

The recommendations on

the Finance Bill 2024 would §

be forwarded to the National
Assembly which would de-
cide whether or not these rec-
ommendations are to be in-
corporated into the Money
Bill.

Out of a total 128, some
69 were related to general
recommendations on budget
2024.25, eight 1o Custom
Act, 1969, 23 1o Sales Tax
Act, 1990, 15 to Income Tax.
Ordinance, 2001, three 10 the
Federal Excise Act, 2005,
and one in Abandoned Prop-
erties

Chairman of the Senate
Standing Commirttee on Fi-
nance Saleem Mandviwalla
presented the Senare’s budger
recommendations  which
were adopted by the House:

Earlier, speaking on the
floor of the House, Mandvi-
walla said that they were
given six days instead of 14

1o g0 through the budger doc-
ument and prepare recom-
mendations for the lower
house of the Parliament.

He said that some 32 as-
sociations, chambers of com-
merce from all provinces and
members of the civil society
including education, medical,
retail, amtomotive and others
met the finance committes
and gave their feedback

He went on to say that out
of the total Rs18.9 trillion
budget, some Rs9.75 trillion
were 10 be paid in interest
and debt repayments while
Rs2.63 trillion was to be bor-
rowed to make up the budger
deficit

The Senate body’s chair-
man said that 2.9 million
non-filers were left at large
by the authorities who should

be brought into the tax net
increase revenue instead of
burdening the poor masses.

Mandviwalla added the
committee unanimously re-
jected an increased tax on the
low-tiered salaried class and
also the one imposed on baby
milk

He said for the first time
persons with disabilities who
served in public departments
came to the forum and pre-
sented their grievances

The disabled persons
claimed that they were ig-
nored in the budgets passed
in the past decade, he said

He said the committee
proposed the government
to allocate special al-
lowances, negotiate with
them and listen to their
problems —RT/ Agency

PML-N Leader Warns Mohammad
Zubair Of Consequences Following
Claims Of Nawaz's Meetmg With Bajwa

LAHORE: On levelling alle-
gations of former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif’s meeting
with former chief of army
staff General (retired) Qamar
Javed Bajwa ahead of the
Pakistan ~ Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government’s ouster,
Punjab Assembly Speaker
Malik Ahmad on Monday
wamed legal action could be
taken against ex-Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Mohammad
Zubair.

Addressing media in La-
hore, Ahmad said he did not
expect Zubair to 1ssue such a
statemnent. He alleged that the
former Sindh governor had
said an unfounded thing,
upon which he could face
legal consequences.

Talking with a TV chan-
nel, Zubair, who recently quit
the PML-N, mentioned about
the PTI government’s ouster
from power in 2022, The
politico claimed Nawaz met

Bajwa in London, before the
vote of no confidence was
moved against the then prime
minister Imran Khan
Dismissing the former
PML-N leader’s claim, he
said Zubair had stated a lie
about the PML-N president's
meeting with Bajwa in Lon-
don. He could put himself
into trouble for speaking
such a thing, Ahmad said.
"Zubair should reveal
tails about Nawaz-Bajwa
meeting. When did it take
place and where," he aske

adding no mgagtmmt or
meeting of a leader of
Nawaz's stature could remain

“What to talk of

:Fd meeting  with
Bajwa, they even did not
speak on phone,” he said. On
PTI’s demand for constitu-
tion of a commission to
probe the former Sindh gov-
emor’s statement, the Punjab
Assembly speaker said be-
fore going towards a judicial
commission, Zubair should
apprise when the meeting

, took place. —RT/Agency
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