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Bibi Aseefa Bhutto Zardari
Criticizes Budget, Urges
Unity And Rellef For Masses

ISLAMABAD: Aseefa |-
Bhutto-Zardari, daughter of
President Asif Ali Zardari
and sister of PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardani, has

criticised the current eco-

nomic situation in Pakistan,
highlighting record-high in-
fMation and unemployment.

Speaking in the National
Assembly on Sunday, the
PPP member said the new
budget does not represent the
public and should have pro-
vided relief for farmers and
ordinary citizens.

"Do the people of Pak-
istan deserve this anti-people
budget?™ she asked. "We
need to move forward to pro-
vide relief for the common
man and strengthen our farm-
ers. The people of Pakistan
deserve better, and we should
work wgt.lh\rr o achieve im-
provement."

Aseefa emphasised the
importance of unity during
times of ideological division
and conflict. "Ata time when
people are divided by their
ideological beliefs, when dis-
agreements are weaponised,
and dissent is met with vio-
lence, it is crucial for us as
elected members of this

house to rise and discuss longed power outages
these issues." she said. “When the President
She urged for tolerance to talks about unit; s the
extend bevond speeches and need of the hour. Blame
waords, calling for action and games are not the solution
the rejection of divisive poli- 10 any problem. In this
tics. "We must unite for the scorching heat. Sindh is suf-
people's sake and find ways fering from power cuts of
to provide them with relief." 15 to 20 hours. This is un-
she added. "We need to use bearable”
our human resources for de- She concluded by ex-
velopment and find methods ing hope for a new po-
to give direct relief to the cal culture that rejects di-
poor. 1 hope we will witness 5 and addresses
anew era in politics.” s like wheat im-
Addressing the need for pm: decisions, "We must
national  umity,  Aseefa sirengthen our farmers and
pointed out the challenges work towards a better future
faced by Sindh, such as pro- together "—RT/Agency

Surge in Terrorism Justifies
'Azm-e-Istehkam'
Operation: Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Federal In-
formation Minister Attaullah
Tarar has stated that the on-
going wave of terrorism ne-
cessitated the "Azm-
tehkam" operation a
eriticised the opposition for
their lack of preparation and
response to the budget.
Speaking at the budger
session in National Assembly

on Sunday, Tarar emphasised §

the need for the operation
due to the recent surge in ter-
rorist activities. “This wave
of terrorism has made the
Azm-g-Istehkam operation
necessary,” he said.

Tarar 1argeted the opposi-
tion, accusing them of engag-
ing in baseless criticism
without proper analysis of
the budget. "The opposition
has no preparation for the
budget. They are only inter-
ested in criticism for the sake
of criticism. They do not dis-
cuss the budger, they are
more focused on slogans," he
stated

He argued that there
should have been consulta-
tions on which segments of

society should receive relief ify

in the budget. "The opposi- ‘bad' Taliban,” he remarked.

tion should have formed a  Tarar stressed the need
shadow cabinet and pre- stop street justice and high-
sented a shadow budger lighted
They eriticised the budget commitment 1o both the pro-
thout even reading it, tection of minorities and the
added The minister also con- finality of the Prophethood
demned the opposition's role (PBUH)."We are the custo-
in the past, referring to their dians of the finality of the
dealings with the Taliban. Prophethood (PBUH) and
“These are the people who the rights of minorities.
brought the Taliban back. Today, the opposition
‘Who defined 'good' and 'bad should stand with us to pro-
Taliban? When a soldier is tect minarities," he con-
shot, the bullet does not spec- cluded —RT/Agency

Supreme

Reserved Seats Case Today

ISLAMABAD The
Supreme Court is set to
conduct a hearing on Mon-
day (today) regarding the
case of reserved seats for

the Sunni Ittehad Council |

(SIC).

The full court, led by
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa,
will commence the session
at 9:30 am.

The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) has
already submitted a written
response to the apex court,
stating that the SIC is no
longer entitled to the re-
served seats. It reiterated
that the SIC’s eligibility
was compromised on sev-
eral grounds

ECP told the Supreme
Court that the SIC’s consti-
tution is violative of articles
17, 200 & 25 of the Constitu-
tion and the party is not en-
fitled to any reserved seats
for women and in particular
for non-Muslims.

“Article 3, Chapter 1, of
the Constitution of the SIC
restricts membership of the
SIC to only adult Muslims,
and places further three
other conditions of a like
nature to membership

Court To Hear SIC

The independent candi-
dates joined the SIC after
the announcement of off
cial election results. The
SIC later sought reserved
seats in the parliament and
provincial assemblies in
proportion to its general
seats.

However, the ECP on
March 1 refused to allot
these reserved seats to the
SIC. The Peshawar High
Court (PHC) on March 25
also upheld the ECP order,
prompting the SIC to ap-
proach the apex court.

The SC is scheduled to
complete hearings on two
other cases on June 24 and
25 —RT/Agency

Arti

tion are violative of A
17,20 and 25 of the

tution, in view thereof, SIC
clearly is not entitled to any
reserved seats for women
and in particular for non-
Muslims,” the ECP said in,
4 concise statement submit-
ted to the to court.

The ECP on December
22, 2023 stripped the PTI of
lection symbaol in view
of irregulanties in its intra-
party polls. The Supreme
Court on January 13 upheld
the ECP order, forcing the
PTI candidates to contest
the February 8 general elec-
tions as independents

the government's | s

Defence
Minister and senior Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Khawaja
Asif on Sunday accused Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTIT)
of siding with terrorisis
against the military.

The development comes a
day after the Apex Commit-
tee of National Action Plan,
chaired by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, approved
“Operation Azm-¢-Istehkam™
1o eliminate terrorism and ex-
tremism across the country.

The meeting, held in Is-
lamabad on Saturday. in-
cluded key federal cabinet
members such as the Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign i

Minister, Defence Mlmslu.r
Interior Minister,
Minister, Law
Information M

Chief ministers from all
provinces  and  Gilgit-
Baltistan, services chiefs,
provincial chief secretaries,
and other senior civilian, mil-

als also attended

The forum conducted a
comprehensive review of the
ongoeing anti-terrorism cam-
paign and intemnal security
situation. It examined the
progress of the National Ac-
tion Plans  multi-domain
principles and highlighted

and law enforcement

areas where implementation
was lacking. Emphasis was
placed on addressing these
shortcomings as a priority.

During a National Assem-
bly (NA) session chaired by
Speaker Sardar Avaz Sadig
on Sunday, Asif was given
the floor o speak on the
budget

His remarks prompted
protests from the PTL-backed
Sunni litehad Council (SIC),

who chanted slogans against
the Federally Administered

Tribal Area (FATA) E;;mm
and the killing of P
FT1 is standing with ter-

rorists against the anmy,” Asif army

stated

He added, "The voice of
minorities in Pakistan is
being silenced. There are
killings in Swat, Sargodha,
and Faisalabad Bloodshed in
the name of religion cannot
be allowed.”

He explained that the de-
cision for Operation Azm-e-
Istehkam was made in an
Apex Committee meeting,
which included PTI members
and the Chief Minister of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P).

The Apex Committee of
National Action Plan, chaired
by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif approved “Operation
Azm-g-Istehkam” to elimi-
nate terrorism and extremism

Khawaja Asif Accuses PTT Of.'Siding'
with Terrorists Following-Opposition
To 'Azm-e-Istehkam'Operation

| ISLAMABAD:

acrgss the countiypyesterday.
Asif noted, *We will dis-
cuss Operation Azm-e-ls
tehkam inithis house. If PTI
has objections, they,can raise
them then. Today, they are
demonstcating in support of
terrorists and against the

Cenfirming the launch of
Operation Istikham-e-Pak-
istan, Asif mentioned that the
Apex Committee had ap-
proved the continuation of
previously incomplete opera-
Iiuna. and this decision will
be brought to the cabinet and
then to the parliament
During the NA session
today, PTI and SIC walked
out of the parliament in
protest after being denied the
opportunity to speak on the
floor
During a media talk fol-
lowing the walkout, PTT as-
serted that the military must
seek confidence through par-
liament before initiating op-
erations.—RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) MNA
Shazia Marri demanded re-
lief for the masses in the

Don’t facilitate the PPP
e some relief to the
Marri said, while
peaking in National Assem-
bly on Sunday during the on-
poing budget session

She said there were ear-
lier hopes that the people
would be provided relief in
the budget

“We were not taken on-
board in the budzet-making
process,” she said.

The provinces were doing
good and they should be al-
lowed to discharge their du-
ties, she added, saying issues
would never be resolved if

PPP's Shazia Marri
Calls For Relief
Measures For
Masses In Budget

everyone would be saying
that all was good

tion was silent on the tragic
incidents of Sargodha and
Swat which was worrisome.

Marri stated the PPP had
reservations on budget, espe-
c|a|15. on de\elo]mlaml proj-

[he MNA stated that
the finance minister
should be corrected as this
budget wasn't made with
the input of Bilawal
Bhutta “The Federal
Board of Revenue (FEBR)
should go after the non-
taxpayers. Increasing pe-
troleum levy is tanta-
mount to increase burden
on the masses,” Marri
concluded —RT/Agency

AABAD: Interior Min-
ister Mohsin Nagvi on Sun-
day approved deployment of
Frontier Constabulary {FC)
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK), as he promised ex-
tending full cooperation to
ensure maintaining law and
order in the state. The move
comes after AJK Prime Min-
ister Chaudhry Anwarul Haq
met Nagvi at the Ministry of
Intenior and requested him to
send the param force
fior assisting the state admin-
istration. During the meeting,
they discussed a range of is-

Sues conceming security sit-

Naqvi Approves
Deployment Of Frontier
Corps In Azad Kashmir

AJK as w:.\l as pulmul mar

ters and upcoming budget for
the fiscal year 2024-

25 Speaking on the occasion,

MNa aid the federal gov-
ernment was working on ful-
filling the promises made
with the Kashmin people and
would improve security situ-
ation in the region. The Cen-
tre is standing by the AJK
government and the peo-
ple, he said, promising to
provide the resources and
take measures for prosper-
ity and development of the

state—RT/Agency

Shehbaz Emphasizes
Citizen Protection And
Security As Top Prlorlty

LAHORE: Prime Minister
(PM) Shehbaz Sharif af-
firmed the pr[)leumn af citi-
zens and foreig
istan as a paramount state
priority during a high-level
meeting on Sunday.

The session, which re-
viewed ongoing security and
law-enforcement projects in
Tslamabad, underscored the
govermnment's unwavering

commitment 0 maintaining [

law and order

The prime minister em-
phasised that any negligence
in safeguarding citizens and
upholding the law and order
would not be rolerated

He ordered an inquiry
into the delays affecting
completion of the Islamabad
Model Jail and directed that
the project be expedited 1o
meet modern standards. Ad-
ditionally, he mandated the
establishment of a profes-
sional training institute and
hospital within the jail prem-
ises

In his directives, the
prime minister called for

s in Pak- |§

consultations with Chinese
experts to form the Special
Protection Unit in the capi-
tal. He also stressed the need
for a state-of-the-art forensic
lab as part of the Islamabad
Safe City initative.

PM Shehbaz also high-
lighted the imponance of
merit-based recruitment and
the adoption of advanced
technologies across all secu-
rity projects in Islamabad 1o
align with international stan-
dards

The meeting featured
comprehensive hrlE[It’l‘-‘: on
various aspects of Islam-
abad's security infrastruc-

ture, including the Islam-
abad Model Jail, Islamabad
Safe City, the Federal
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment, and the Special Pro-
tection Unit. Updares were
also provided on the Islam-
abad National Facilitation
Centres and the K-9 Unit,
aimed ar enhancing detec-
tion of narcotics and explo-

sives Attendees  included
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin  Naqvi, Deputy

Chairman of Planning Je-
hanzeb Khan, federal secre-
taries, and senior officials
from the relevant instin-
tions —RT/Agency

PML-N's Javed Latif Criticizes
Early Termination Of PTI-led
Government's Tenure

ISLAMABAD: More than
two years after toppling for-
mer premier Imran Khan-led
government via a no-trust
vote, Pakistan  Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
stalwart Javed Latif revealed
that his party was not in
favour of bringing a no-con-
fidence motion, saying the
former ruling party should
have been allowed to com-
plete its five-year tenure.

“This government was
established  under  an
“arrangement” and all parties
entered an alliance under the
same “arrangement,’”  the
PML-N leader said while
speaking on Geo News pro-
gramme 'Naya Pakistan' on
Sunday.

Pointing towards the rifts
between the ruling PML-N
and its key ally — the Pak-
istan Peoples Party (PPP),
the politico claimed that
there was no reason left for
the ruling coalition partners
to step back from approving
the budget for the upcoming
fiscal year.

He also touched on the
behind-the-scenes develop-
ments that led to the ouster
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI)-led government
in the country in April 2022

“The environment was
created under the arrange-
ment and a no-trust motion
was tabled,” he said without
elaborating further,

He added that the PTI
founder had held meetings
with the then army chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa
after the no-confidence mo-
tion.

The PML-N senior leader
also alleged: “T was defeated
[in the 2024 general polls]
by those who arranged
everything and 1"ve already
presented the evidence.”

The former federal minis-
ter demanded that a commis-
sion should be constituted to
probe into alleged irregulari-
ties in the February 8 nation-
wide elections  besides
launching an investigation
into the 2018 general polls

In & historic first for Pak-

istan, Imran Khan was
ousted as the prime minister
of Pakistan from office
thrcu;h a no-confidence mo-
tion in the Ndnunal Assem-
bly in April 2!
The PTI for ndc.r had al-
leged that his ouster was a
result of a conspiracy
hatched by the US by collud-
ing with his political rivals
— the claim denied by both
the US and Khan's rivals.

Following Khan's ouster,
the parties under the flag of

chance to transfer the ruler-
ship to the then-large: uppo
sition party — PML-

ted Shehbaz Sharli
as the new premier for the
remaining 1.5 years of the
rule —RT/Agency
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Kunri Gang Rape Suspects
Defy Law with TikTok

Video Inside Police Station

By Mian Muhammad Faisal

KUNRI: In a shocking tum
of events, suspects involved
in the gang rape of a voung
man have defied the law by
creating a TikTok video in-
side the Samaru police sta-
tion. The video, featuring the
accused in police custody,
has gone viral on social
media. raising serious ques-
tions about the police admin-
istration's oversight,

The suspects had brutally
assaulted and gang-raped
Shaukat Kosu last month.
During the assault, they also
cut off his mustache and eye-
brows with sticks, Despite 11
individuals being named in
the case, only two have been
arrested, according 1o state-
ments from the victim's fam-
ily.

The viral TikTok video,
recorded within the police
lock-up, shows the suspects
with mobile phones, high-
lighting a significant lapse in
Jjail security. This incident
has sparked outrage and con-
cern about the efficacy of the
Jail administration in pre-
venting such breaches.

sl

The victim's fan
expressed their frustration
over the slow pace of amrests
and the apparent leniency
shown towards the suspects.
They have called for stricter
measures to ensure all perpe-
trators are brought 1o justice:

The investigating officer
and the Station House Officer
(SHO) are currently respon-
sible for the custody of the
accused. However, the unau-

thorized use of mobile
phones and the subsequent
viral video have put their
roles under scrutiny, empha-
sizing the need for a thor-
ough review of jail protocols
and security measures.

This incident underscores
the necessity for immediate
reforms in the management
of palice custody to prevent
further breaches of law and
order.

Farmers Protest in Hingorja
Against Dysfunctional
Pumping Station and
Unmalntamed Drain

By Sajjad Chang

HINGORJA:  Farmers
and locals from village
Rakrani Sehta organized
a protest against the dys-
functional Bachal
Bhambhro pumping sta-
tion and the
maintenance of the
drainage system. The
protest took place on the
Deparja-Hingorja link
road, where participants
staged a sit-in under the
scorching sun, declaring
their intention to launch
a movement if their de-
mands are not met

The protest leaders,
including Ghulam Hus-
sain  Sehto, Iftikhar
Sehto, Faheem Sehto,
Waheed Sehto, Ghulam
Akbar, Mir Muhammad
Rustam  Burdi, and
Qasim  Burdi, high-
lighted the severe issues
caused by the malfunc-
tioning pumping station
Established with mil-
lions of rupees by the
Sindh government to
combat salinity from the
Rohri Canal, the Bachal
Bhambhro pumping sta-

lack of

tion has been out of
order for a long time
Additionally, the
drainage system has not
been maintained, result-
ing in it being clogged
with garbage and silt
Due to the lack of
proper drainage, large
sections of the drain
have collapsed, render-
ing hundreds of acres of
agricultural land useless
because of waterlogging
and salinity. The protes-
tors accused the SCARP
(Salinity Control and
Reclamation Program}
department of negli-
gence, stating that the
dysfunctional pumping
station and the unmain-
tained drain are direct

results of their incompe-
tence

Despite multiple
complaints  to  the
SCARP office in Khair-
pur, no action has been
taken to address these is-
sues. The protestors
warned that if the drain
is not cleared and the
pumping station is not
repaired, they will inten-
sify their protests

This situation under-
scores the urgent need
for immediate interven-
tion to restore the
drainage system and en-
sure the functionality of
the pumping station,
which are crucial for the
agricultural livelihood
of the region

HYDERABAD: A

Aahy

et

sts and leaders of the Jamaat-e-Islami (J1) are holding a

onstration against excessive electricity load shedding and inflated elec-
T

Violent Clash In Tando
Allahyar: Police

Arrests Suspect After
Jxchangel L Fire

By Afague Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: In a
tense confrontation on By-
Pass Road, Tando Allahvar's
AC Section, police engaged
in a shootout with armed sus-
pects, resulting in one sus-
pect, identified as Nang
Sindhro Alias Shahmeer, sus-
taining gunshot wounds and
subsequently being appre-
hended. Three other suspects
managed to flee the scene.
The incident escalated after
police received intelligence
about the presence of armed
individuals in the area
According to Deputy Su-
perintendent  of  Police
Usman Laghari and SHO
Mehndi Memon, police en-
countered fierce resistance

from the suspects, leading to
an exchange of fire. During
the operation, Nang Sindhro
Alias Shahmeer was injured
and arrested. Efforts are un-
derway to capture the three
fleeing suspects.

The police seized one
pistol, two motorcycles be-
lieved to have been used by
the suspects, and initiated a
thorough investigation into
the incident. A case has
been registered against
those apprehended for caus-
ing injuries and fleeing the
scene. Further investiga-
tions are ongoing, and the
police have intensified ef-
forts to apprehend the
maining suspects who es-
caped, possibly linked to a
local criminal fraternity.
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Sindh Forms Water
Emergency Cell After Sukkur

HYDERABALD: In response
to the sudden collapse of two
gates at the Sukkur Bamage,
the Sindh Agriculture De-
partment has established a
water emergency cell 1o as-
sist local growers. This deci-
sion comes after a significant
disruption in water supply
from the barrage. raising con-
cemns about potential adverse
effects on crops in the region.

The interruption in water
flow to the barrage's canals is
anticipated to nezatively im-
pact agricultural yields To
address this, the Agriculture
Department has announced
the appointment of focal per-
sons who will provide essen-
tial guldamc. lo farmers.
These < d officials

TMK Journalists Protest
Against Police Harassment
Of Senior Journalist Jameel

Memon And His Family

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO  MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Journalists from
Tando Muhammad Khan
staged a boisterous protest
against the brazen police ha-
rassment of senior journalist
Jameel Memon and his fam-
ily by Sujawal police offi-
cers. The incident involved
the police stopping and ha-
rassing Memon's car on the
road

The protest, organized by
the Tando Muhammad Khan
Press Club, saw participation
from various journalists, in-

dent Muzaffar Rand, senior
journalist Ramzan Shoro,
Ghulam Nabi Kerio, Rao
Gihulam Hussain, Muham-
mad Ansar, Abdul Hafeez
Memon, Ghulam  Qadir
Shoro, Sahil Ayvaz, and Abdul
Sartar. They demanded the
immediate suspension of the
police officers involved and
called for a thorough investi-
gation into the incident

The protesting joumalists
vowed to continue their
demonstrations until justice
is served, emphasizing the
need for accountability and
the protection of press free-

cluding the Press Club Presi- dom

will also submit regular re-
ports on crop damage due to
the water shortage, according
0 a department spokesper-
son

The irrigation authorities
are facing considerable chal-
lenges following the damage
to two gates of the Sukkur
Barrage on the Indus River,
which occurred early last Fri-
day. Chinese engineers com-
menced repair efforts on Sat-
urday and  successfully
managed to lift one of the
fallen gates, gate number 44
Similar efforts will be under-

Barrage Gate Collapse

taken for gate number 47
once the water level drops
sufficiently.

The drop in water supply
has affected all the canals
drawing water from the bar-

rage, leading to shortages of

both imrigation and drinking
water. Sindh Irrigation Min-
ister Jam Khan Shoro in-
formed the media in Sukkur
that due to the ongoing repair
works, the right and left bank
canals of the barrage will
temporarily be without water,

Tt is noteworthy that, with
financial support from the
Warld Bank, six gates of the
barrage (numbers 31, 33, 34,
35, 39, and 40) were replaced
in February 2023, The recent
incident saw gate number 44
severely damaged, while gate
number 47 collapsed and fell
into deep water,

The Sukkur Barrage,

comprising 66 gates. has
been a critical infrastructure

by BEritish Viceroy of India.
Lord Wellington.

The foundation stone was
laid in October 1923 by
Bombay's Governor, George
Lloyd
The barrage features
seven off-taking canals
three on the right bank
{Dadu Canal, Rice Canal,
and Northwestern
Canal/Kirthar) and four on
the left bank {Khairpur
Feeder West, Rohri Canal,
Khairpur Feeder East, and
Nara Canal).

This emergency re-
sponse aims to mitigate
the impact of the water
shortage on agriculture
and ensure timely repairs
to restore normal water
flow.-RT

Community Meetings Held
In Thari Mirwah To Address
Local C1v1c Concerns

THARI
June 22, 2024, the Insan
Dost Social Organization
(IDS0) and Shirkar Gah
Waomen's Resource Center
collaborated 1o host a se-
ries of community meet-
ings across Village Wado
Tarko, Union
Mandan, and Taluka Thari
Mirwah. These meetings
aimed to understand resi-
dents' concerns, basic
rights, and the fundamen-

Hyderabad’s
Tortured Donkey
Dies in Karachi

R L
HYDERABAD/KARACHI:

A donkey, subjected to se-
wvere torture by its owner in
Hyderabad, has died in a
shelter home in Karachi. The
donkey had been transported
to Karachi for treatment after
sustaining broken legs due to
the abuse. The unfortunate
news of the donkey's death
was shared by a local NGO
on social media. The animal
had suffered severe injuries

after its owner, in a fit of

anger, brutally tortured 1t, re-
sulting in two broken legs In
a related incident, another
donkey in Hyderabad, the
second-largest city of Sindh,
was also brutalized. The

owner of this donkey cut off

its leg during a dispute with
another donkey cart driver.
According to police reports,
the incident oceurred in Seri
village, where the accused,

Mir R_md attacked lhe don
key following an argument.
Rind has been arrested and
jailed on a court order.

ese acts of animal cru-
elty have sparked outrage.
Just yesterday, in the Sanghar
area of Sindh, influential in-
dividuals were reported to
have cut off the leg of a
camel. Initially, the police
registered a case against
unidentified persons rather
than the influential individu-
als. However, Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah
took notice of the matter,
prompting the police o reg-
ister a case and detain five
individuals  allegedly in-
volved in the crime.

These incidents highlight ’

the need for stricter enforce-
ment of amimal cruelty laws

tal challenges they face, as
well as to explore poten-
tial solutions and address
the essential facilities
lacking in the local com-
munity

The collaborative effort
saw active participation
from community mem-
bers, who wvoiced their
concerns about various is-
sues affecting their daily
lives. Key topics dis-
cussed included access to
clean water, education,
healthcare, and infrastruc-
ture development. The dis-
cussions provided a plat-
form for residents to share
their experiences and seek
guidance on their rights i
and available resources.

Representatives from
IDSO and Shirkat Gah
Women's Resource Center

Couneil |

MIRWAH: On |

facilitated the meetings,
encouraging open di

logue and community en-
gaLement The organizers

and addressing loca
sues, and they committed
to working with local au-
thorities to implement the
solutions discussed

The meetings h
lighted several
areas needing immediate
attention, such as improv-

ties, enhancing educa-
tional opportunities, and
ensuring adequate health-
care services. The partici-

pants also discussed ways
to strengthen community
solidarity and advocacy
efforts to bring about pos-
itive change This initiative
marks a significant step
towards empowering the
local community by pro-
viding a platform for their
voices to be heard and fos-
tering collaboration be-
tween residents and social
organizations. The in-
sights gained from these
meetings will guide future
efforts to improve living
conditions and ensure that
the residents of Thari Mir-
wah have access to the es-
sential facilities they de-
serve -RT

and greater about
ammal rights -RT

city—RT

n
ration at Jinnah Bagh against excessive electricity load shedding in the
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Maryam Emphasizes
Dedication And Hard Work

For Punjab's Development

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz
asserted that the vision of
Punjab's  development
couldn't be complete with-
out dedication and hard-
work.

She shared her mes-
sage on United Nation
Public Service Day., stat-
ing it's a day for the gov-
ernment to improve public
service.

She commended gov-
ernment servants serving
public with dedication,
honesty and hardwork.
She hailed those who
serve their lives for oth-
ers.

Punjab CM affirmed
that the government was
committed to serve and

facilitate the public. She
highlighted that Punjab
government was fulfilling
its responsibilities of pub-
lic service with dedica-
tion. Punjab government
pledged for public service
with transparency, account-
ability and excellent per-

formance. She also

closed that departments’ re-
streturing was under-consid-
eration for good govemance

ment policies will im-
prove service deliv-
ery.—RT/Agency

17 Arrested Following Swat
Mob Lynching Incident

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar
police with the help of the
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) and Special
Branch arrested another 17
individuals linked to the
killing incident of a man ac-
cused of blasphemy in Swat

Following today's arrest,
the number of detainees has
reached 23, The action
against the suspects was
taken in different tehsils of
Swat.

Authorities have already
begun an investigation to
identify and arrest members
of the mob that beat a man to
death on Thursday night after
accusing him of burning
pages of the Holy Quran

The mob had also set the
police station in the area
ablaze and injured eight po-
licemen, Malakand division's
regional police chief Mo-
hammad Al Gandapur told
Reuters

Graphic videos of the lat-
est incident showed a fren-
zied mob dragging a naked
and bloodied body through
the streets, and then setting it
on fire. The footage went

viral on social media and
sparked outery amongst Pak-
istani users.

The 10-member JIT, com-
prising officials from the
Counter-Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD), Special Branch,
and senior police officers,
monitored by Malakand Di-
vision Deputy Inspector Gen-

eral (DIG) of Police was i

formed to probe the incident,

The case involves approx-
imately 2,000 individuals,
and their identification will
be aided by cellular data and
the National Database and
Registration Authority
(NADRA).

Preliminary investigation

reports indicate that no pol
ical or high-ranking figures
were present at the scene.
Planning and Develop-
ment Minister Ahsan Iqbal
on Saturday during the Na-
tional Assembly session
raised the issue of the recent
lynching of a man in Swat,
ng the harrowing
and drawing the
lawmakers' attention to the
problem of misusing religion
1o carry out "street justice”
“Setting somebody on fire
1 them is unaccept-
able," the minister told the House,
emphasising that Islam did not
permit the desecration of any-
hody's body.—RT/Agency

PTI MNA Takes Matters
Into Own Hands,

Implements Personal 'Load
Shedding Schedule'

PESHAWAR: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf lawmakers
continue to make trouble for
the electricity supply compa-
nies under the centre's au-
thority in Khyber
Pakhrunkhwa as another PTI
MNA on Saturday night
barged into a South Waziris-
tan grid station and forcibly
restored electricity supply 1o
different areas

A rift is going on berween
the province and federal gov-
emment as KP Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur has

allowed lawmakers to use s

force to restore electricity
supply to feeders suffering
from more than 12 hours of
loadshedding.

Except for K-Electric
which was privatised in
2003, all the power distribu-
tion companies are owned by
the Government of Pakistan
as the federal govermnment
deals with the power supply
matter
Tribal Areas Electricity
Supply Company (TESCO)
is responsible for supplying
electricity in tribal areas, in-

pany supplies
power to the rest of the
province

Gandapur Friday wamed
the Shehbaz Sharif-led fed-
eral government that things
could get out of hand if it
does not reduce loadshedding
to a maximum of 12 hours in
his province

Fo]lo\wng 1 the footsteps of
his party's lawmakers, the KP
CM himself restored the
electricity supply on the third
day of Eid ul Adha

With temperatures rising

across the country as climate
change show: effects
power cuts have become fr
quent and longer in some
areas, leading to back-to-
back protests. After stormi
the Jandola grid station wi
his supporters a day earlier,
MNA Zubair Khan Wazir an-
nounced his own loadsheddi
schedule as well. "Electricity
supply to FR Jandola and
pper Waziristan will continue
for 12 hours and remain shut
for 12 other hours” the legis-
lator said Wazir said his work-

ers would stay at the grid sta-
tiom to switch on and off the
power supply —RT/Agency

Last Two Victims Of
Laptop Battery Explosion
Incident In Faisalabad
Succumb To Injuries

FAISALABAD: Two of nine
people burnt in laptop bat-
tery explosion incident in
Sharifpura of Faisalabad
also couldn't sustain burm in-
juries and swccumbed to
death

According to sources, the
deceased included 5-year-
old Imaan Fatima and 45-
vear-old Rahaat who were
under treatment for burn in-
Juries at Allied Hospital in
Faisalabad

Four days ago, nine of
the family members includ-
ing children got burnt when

fire erupted in the house in a
laptop batt explosion in-
cident in Faisalabad.

Three of the nine family
members lost their lives on
the spot in the fire incident.
While, ather six were shifted

to the hospital but they also
couldn't sustain injuries and
succumbed to death. All of
the nine family members
died in the fire incident o
cured due to laptop battery
explosion,—RT/Agency

7 | over

Amir Mugam Vows
Continued Representation
Of His Constituents
Across All Levels

ISLAMABAD:  Federal
Minister for States and
Frontier Regions, Kashmir
Affairs and  Gilgit-
Baltistan, Engineer Amir
Mugam has said that he had
always represented FATA,
PAT: alakand Division
at the Center in 2016, 2018,
2023 and would continue to
do so in the future. He said
that he would continue to
represent his people at all
levels regardless of the re-
sults, said a press release
issued here on Sunday.

In a meeting with the
delegation of Malakand
Traders Federation and
Swat Chamber of Com-
merce, Amir Magam reiter-
ated that he would continue
to raise awareness about
the sacrifices of the people
of FATA and

PATA/Malakand Di
in the Cabinet and Parlia-
ment

He said that he was
thankful to Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
and the members of the
Cabinet and especially
Rana Sanaullah, Advisor to
the Prime Minister, for sup-
porting his stand regarding
FATA and PATA tax exemp-
tion

The members of the del-
egation thanked the mini
ter for his efforts for tax ex-
emption of FATA,
Pnla."Malakand Division.

The minister also dis-
cussed with the delegation
the problems faced by the
business community and
assured to resolve the prob-
lems of the business com-
munity. —RT/ Agency

Zartaj Gul Designated As
SIC's Parliamentary
Leader In National
Assembly

ISLAMABAD: Member of
the National Assembly
(MNA) Zartaj Gul has
been appointed as Parlia-
mentary Leader of the
Sunni  Tttehad Council
(SIC) in the National As-
sembly (NA)

The NA Secretariat has
issued an official notifica-
tion confirming her ap-
pointment on Sunday. The
SIC had submitted the
nomination papers of
Zartaj Gul to the Speaker
on June 21. —RT/Agency

Passengers Face

Hardship
Cuts Power

Railway Station

NAROWAL: Passengers are
facing great inconvenience
and unavailal ¢ of drink-
ing water after Gepco sus-
pended electricity supply to
Narowal Railway Station

failure to
Rs 700,000 electricity bill

W

power supply, the railway
station plunged into dark-
ness, leaving the passengers
bereft of drinking water in
hot and muggy weather.

ay without water due to the

f darkness everywhere in

as Gepco
To Narowal

They suffered great or-
deal as the fans in waiting
rooms  and  platforms
stopped after the suspen-
sion of the power supply

he passengers are

power outage There is
the station. With the un-
availability of electricity
trains left the station with-
out being filled with
water —RT/Agency

Father Sets
Himself On Fire In
Pursuit Of Justice

For Daughter

MULTAN: A tragic inci-
dent unfolded as a father
set himself on fire in
Multan after his daughter
failed to get justice,
mc.dw reported on Sun-

Tha~ man, Mohammad
Sajjad, was transferred to
the Burns Unit in Multan
with over 40 percent of
his body suffering from
burns.

A year ago, Sajjad's
daughter was allegedly
raped, and despite re,

failed to take any action
against the accused

Frustrated with the po-
lice's inaction and behav-

Punjab Government

To Launch 'Digital

tering an FIR, the family ior, Sajjad set himself on

claims that the police fire —RT/Agency

School-on-Wheels' Project
With Google s Support

LAHORE: The Punjab gov-
ernment has officially pro-
posed to launch a digital

school  on-wheel project
across the province
Punjab €M Maryam

Nawaz has called on a dele-
gation of IT companies,
where it was decided to
launch the education project.

Under this project, free-
of-cost digital courses will
be taught to one thousand
teachers in  government
schoals.

Meanwhile, Google for
Education will support free
certification courses for 15
thousand university stu-
dents. University students
will be trained in artificial
telligence (Al) and anti-
virus courses.

Twuo pilot projects of the
school on-wheel will be

launched within two weeks.
Punjab CM stated that
her government was com-
mitted to remove problems
in the education system and
improve it

He asserted that devel-
opment was impossible
with restructuring in the ed-
ucation system and that
local assembling of

Chromebooks would be
supported.

Maryam Nawaz also in-
formed the Google team
about IT projects of the
Punjab government and the
Google for Education dele-
gation showed interest in
the Punjab government's
first autism school proj-
ect —RT/Agency

Three Car Thieves Shot Dead
By Their Own Group
Members' Firing In Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: At least three
suspects involved i in car lift-

ing were Sund by

own accomplice: ng in Is-

lamabad !
The Islamabad Folice

spokesperson said law en-
forcers had been in pursuit
for the suspects belonging o
a dangerous gang involved in
stealing vehicles

The spokesperson said
they gathered information
about the gang with the help
of human sources and Safe
City surveillance cameras
They had even mapped a
route of their travelling pa-
tern, the official added

The sources tipped off po-
lice that the gang had left for
Murree, upon which Anti Ve-
hicle Lifting Cell {AVLC),
CRT and  Anti-Terrorist
Squad {ATS) teams sel up
special checkpoints at differ-
ent locations, said Islamabac
Police.

"Today moming, the gang
members travelling in vehi-
cles opened firing on police
teams as the latter tried to
stop their vehicle coming
from the Murree Road at
Kashmir Chowk," said the
police spox.

The official said the sus-
pects were travelling in two
vehicles, one Corolla GLI

e
and other Honda Civic.

Firing from their vehicle
killed three of the gang mem-
bers travelling in another car
and wounded a passerby
woman, the official said,
adding that the culprits in the
first car fled

The bodies and injured
were immediately shifted 1o
hospital for medico-legal for-
malities and treatment re-
spectively.

Two of the deceased
have been identified as
Ilyas Khan and Wagas
Khan, both are residents of
Charsadda, whereas, the
third body could not be
identified 1ill filing of the
report. Lyas was the ring-
leader of the gang, said po-

lice wmle |I|e wounded
person has been identified
as Haseeba Amjad

"It was a large inter-
provincial gang involved in
car theft who stole vehicles
in different cities from
Karachi to Islamabad.” said
DIG Operations Ali Raza
Syed

The officer said the in-
formants were constantly
intimating the law en-
farcers about their move-
ment in Murree, and from
their travelling routine, the
police knew that they
would 1ake the route of
Murree Road, then Srinagar
Highway 0 reach
Charsadda through the mo-
torway. —RT/Agency

Indian Sikh Pilgrims Reach
Pakistan To Commemorate Ranjit
Singh's Death Anmversary

LAHORE: As many as 447
Indian Sikh pilgrims have
arrived at the Gurdwara
Punja Sahib in Hassanab-
dal 1o participate in rituals
in connection with the
185th death anniversary of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh

Upon arrival, the pil-
grims were welcomed by
officials of the Evacuee
Trust Property Board and
the Pakistan Sikh Gurd-
wara Parbandhak Commit-
tee

On this accasion, Sikh
Yatrees expressed satisfac-
tion over arrangements
made by the government

Sardar Khushwant
Singh, who was heading
the jatha of pilgrims, said
the people and government
of Pakistan had always
been welcoming and had
taken good care of the Sikh
holy sites which was why
the country and its people

were so dear to the Sikhs
"We are feeling happy
and comfortable here and
we thank the government
and the Evacuee Trust
Property Board (ETPB) for
ma]un!7 the best arrange-
ments." he said
Speaking on the occa-
sion, deputy Jatha leader
Harjinder Kaur said Pak-
istan was very important
for Sikhs because this was
where Guru Nanak Dev
was born and died.

She said the death an-
niversary of Maharaja
Ranjit Singh was an im-
portant event in the Sikh
religious calendar as he
was the first ruler of the
Sikh Empire. Ms Kaur
said Sikh pilgrims came to
Pakistan with the message
of love, peace, friendship
and harmony

She expressed gratitude
to the government for
granting visas to the Sikh
pilgrims. —RT/Agency

£ views with

me Sharif is ex
ood Ahmed, Chairman PMs Youth Programme—RT
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A politically toxic budget that no one wants to be tethered to

n the fraught landscape of Pakistani politics,
the recent maneuvers surrounding the IMF-
sponsored Budget 2024 have been nothing
short of revealing. PPP MNA Ascefa Bhutto

Sharif’s calculated absence from the budget session
reeks of political cowardice. By avoiding direct as-
sociation with the budget, he attempts to sidestep

reminder of their willingness to prioritize political
survival over genuine public service. Bibi Aseefa
Bhutto’s calls for collective action and support for
vulnerable groups are commendable, yet they ring

Zardari’s vehement criticism of the budget during
her maiden National Assembly speech highlights a
stark reality: neither the PPP nor the PML-N wants
to be tethered to this politically toxic fiscal plan.
Her condemnation of the tax-heavy, anti-people
budget, which exacerbates record-high inflation and
unemployment, resonated deeply with the public's
frustrations. Bibi Aseefa rightly pointed out the
budget's failure to provide relief to farmers and or-
dinary citizens, underscoring the need for tangible
support and national unity.

On the other hand, former Prime Minister Nawaz
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the inevitable backlash while his party, the PML-N,
continues to enjoy the trappings of power. This
strategy, aimed at preserving political capital, is
transparently hypocritical. The public is not so
naive as to overlook this charade; they recognize
the ploy of feigning empathy for the masses' suffer-
ing while relishing the perks of governance.

The hypocrisy exhibited by both parties is a stark

hollow against the backdrop of her party’s broader
strategic avoidance of responsibility. Similarly,
Nawaz Sharif”s refusal to engage with the budget
process further underscores the PML-N's disingen-
uous approach to leadership.

It is imperative for the public to see through this
pseudo empathy. Genuine leadership requires fac-
ing challenges head-on, not shirking responsibili-
ties for political expedience. The people of Pakistan
deserve better than leaders who play politics with
their livelihoods. It’s time for a new era ol account-

ability and integrity in Pakistani politics.
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Hezbollah targets Israeli
barracks after
commander’s death

Prolonged Power
Outage Plagues
Shadi Palli

Al-Quds Convention And
Eid Milan Party Organized
By Jamiat-e-Talaba Arabia

BEIRUT Lebanon’s
Hezbollah militant group
said Sunday it had tar-
geted a military position in
northern Israel with an
armed drone in response
to the killing of a com-
mander,

Tsrael and the powerful |

Iran-backed group, a
Hamas ally, have ex-
changed near-daily cross-
border fire since the Gaza
war erupted on October 7

Hezbollah’s announce-
ment came hours after it
published a video excerpt
to show locations in Israel
along with their coordi-
nates, amid heightening
fears of an all-out conflict
between the two foes

On Saturday, the Jamaa
Islamiyva group announced
the death of one of its
commanders, Ayman
Ghotmeh, saying he was
killed “in a treacherous
Zionist raid” in Khiara in
Lebanon's eastern Bekaa
area.

Israel later confirmed it
had carried our the strike,
alleging Ghommeh was re-
qpomlhle for supplyi
the Fajr Forces, Jamaa Is-
lamiya’s armed wing, and
Hamas with weapons in
the area

Hezbollah on Sunday
said its fighrers launched a
strike “with an artack
drone” on a military lead-

[=)

ership position in the Beit
Hillel barracks “in re-
sponse to the assassination
carried out by the Tsraeli

enemy in the town of
Khiara™
The Israeli military

meanwhile said in a state-
ment that a drone had
“crossed from Lebanon
and fell in the area of Beit
Hillel”, adding that “no in-
Jjuries were reported”
Cross-border tensions
have surged over the past
days, with Lsrael's military
announcing on Tuesday
thar a plan for an offensive
in Lebanon had been “ap-
proved and validated”.
Hezbaollah chief Hassan
Nasrallah responded with
threats that no part of Is-
rael would be spared in
the event of an all-out war.
The Lebanese armed
growy on  Saturday
evening published a video
showing Israeli positions

and coordinates, along
with an excerpt of Nasral-
lah’s speech in which he
says “if war is imposed on |
Lebanon, the resistance |
will fight without restric- j
tions or rules”™

Days earlier, it had ci
culated a nine-minute , UMERKOT: Residents of
video showing aerial | Shadi Palli have been endur-
footage taken by Ihel ing severe hardships due 1o
movement over northern »an ongoing power out
Israel, including what it? lasting three days. The con-
said were sensitive mili- ¥ tinuous load shedding has
tary, defence and energ left the community in a dire
facilities and infrastructure b state, exacerbated by the
in the city and port of D scorching heat.
Haifa. 1 Dr Muhammad Bachal

The cross-border vio- 1 highlighted the severe impact
lence has killed ar leastgof the power outage on the
480 people in Lebanon, § residents, noting that the lack
most of them fighters but y of electricity has made drink-
alsn 93 civilians, accord- y ing water scarce. The incom-
ing to an AFP rally petence of WAPDA has led

lsraeli authorities say o 1o extended load shedding,
at least 15 soldiers and | causing immense distress 1o
11 civilians have been _the people of Shadi Palli who
killed in the country’s tare struggling o access
north —Agency : drinking water.

By Muhammad Bachal

Residents Amid
Extreme Heat

The residents expressed

their frustration, stating that
the government has failed o
provide any arrangements for
drinking water during this in-
tense heat.

They urged the Deputy
Commissioner of Umerkot
to take immediate action
and supply water tankers to
every household o alleviae
the suffering caused by the
prolonged power outage
and extreme weather condi-
tions.

The situation in Shadi

Palli underscores the urgent
need for reliable electricity
and adequate water supply,
especially during peak sum-
mer months, to ensure the
well-being of the commu-
nity

Marecos says Philippines won’ti
be intimidated amld China row:

President Ferdinand Marcos |

said on Sunday the Philip-
pines “will not be intimi-
dated” by anyone after a vio-
lent clash between
Filipino navy and the Chi-
nese coast guard in the South
China Sea

The confrontation took
place on Monday off Second
Thomas Shoal as Chinese
sailors foiled an attempt by
Philippine forces to resupply
marines stationed on a
derelict warship that was de-
liberately grounded atop the
disputed shoal in 1999 to as-
sert  Manila’s  territorial
claims.

It was the latest and most
serious incident in a series of
escalating confrontations be-
tween Chinese and Philip-
s in recent months
as Beijing steps up efforts to
push its claims to nearly all
of the strategically located
waterway.

“We will never be intimi-
ddl(.d or oppressed by any-
one,” Marcos said in a
speech during a visit to the
headquarters of the Philip-
pines” South China Sea
forces on Palawan island, the
closest major landmass to the
shoal.

Marcos awarded medals
fo 80 sailors who took part in
the resupply mission, urging
them to “continue to fulfil
your duty of defending the
nation” even as the situation

the |

has become “dangerous”.
Second Thomas Shoal
lies about 200 kilometres
from Palawan and more than
1,000 kilometres  from
China’s nearest major land-
mass, Hainan islan
A F\]Ipll‘IO bﬂl]ﬂl lost a
thumb in the clash with
Mamla also accusing the

an axe and stealing or dam-
aging their equipment, in-
cluding guns and inflatable
boats

Beijing insisted its coast @

guard behaved in a “profes-
sional and restrained” way
and blamed Manila for the
clash.

In previous confronta-
tions, Chinese forces have
used water cannons and mili-
tary-grade lasers and collided
with Filipino resupply ves-
sels and their escorts

“We have never, never in
the history of the Philippines,

Kotri

yielded to any foreigny KOTRI: In a heartfelt trib-
power,” Marcos said to ap- j ute to the legendary Sindhi
plause while pledging toyfolk artist Fagir Roshan
“continue to exercise oulljalal the Sindhi Adabi San-
freedoms and rights in sup- ¢ gat of Jamshoro District, in
port of our national inter collaboration  with  the
in accordance with intern Sindhi Adabi Sangat Bol-
tional law™."Our calm dndlhari branch, organized a
peaceful disposition should ¥ grand musical festival at the
not be mistaken for acqui Kotri Garho Ghoth Public
The confrontation is ! Ground. The event wit-

n of
the dispute could drag in the I thousands of people, includ-
United States, which has aling writers, poets, authors,
mutual defence pact with | and artist
Renowned  columnist
writer  Muhammad

y Khan Abro addressed the
clash as an “armed attack” y gathering, highlighting that
that would trigger a provision I Faqgir Roshan Jalal was a vi-
in the treaty for Washington bldm artist of folk culture.
to  come

forces would launch a ¢ tural hemagc Howev
lar attempt to dislodge aVvibrant musical fe

small Filipino military gar- memory demonstrated
son on Second Thomas figures like Fagqir
hoal —Agency han Jalal never truly die

Hosts

Cultural Music
Festival In
Memory Of Sindhi
Folk Artist Faqir
Roshan Jalal

The Sindhi Adabi Sangat
congratulated the organiza-
tion and Fagir Roshan
Jalal's family for hosting
such a magnificent tribute.
The district coordinator
of Sindhi Adabi Sangat
Jamshoro, poet and writer
Deedar Sham, spoke about
transforming the grief of
Faqir Roshan Jalal's loss
into a celebration of music.
He mentioned that Faqir
Roshan Jalal devoted his
life to the string of the
tara, and through this festi-
val, they aimed to bring
peace to his soul with the
sounds and melodies of ek-
tara. He announced that this
tradition will be repeated
annually on his death an-
niversary.The festival, in-

f fused with the love for

Sindhi music, paid homage
to the lasting legacy of

7 Fil(||l Roshan Jalal, ensunng

that his contributions to folk
music and culture continue
to be celebrated for years to

come,

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: The Al-Quds Con-
vention and Eid Milan party
were successfully organized
under the auspices of Jamia-
e-Talaba Arabia, bringing to-
gether prominen ﬁ:_m 5 M-

cluding the administrator of |

Badin, Abdul Qadeer Bilidi,
and ﬂlher eminent 5L|l(l|'1l'h

the plight of Palest
lims and foster unity and in-
tellectual  growth
madrasa students.
Addressing the conven-
tion, the Deputy General
Secretary of Jamaat-e-Tslami
Sindh, Abdul Qadoos Ah-
madani, emphasized the on-
going oppression faced by

Palestinian Muslims ar the |
hands of Zionist Jews. He [

noted that this issue deeply
affects conscious and sensi-
tive Muslims worldwide Ah-
madani stressed that the
Palestinian problem tran-
scends land disputes, center-
ing on the significance of
Bait-ul-Maqdis. He urged the
community 1o play a proac-
tive role in supporting the
Palestinian cause

Syed Ali Mardan Shah
Geelani, the Ameer of Ja-
maat-g-lslami District Badin
echoed this sentiment, de-
scribing the invitation by
Jamiat Talaba Arabia as a call
for love and brotherhood. He
lighted the organization's
in intellectually guiding

among
.

In Badin

and training madrasa \unmh
fostering awareness amo
students about their TEspo:
bilities. Geelani underscored
that madrasa students will
play a crucial role in the
country's future, and Jamiat
Talaba Arabia aims 1o spread
the message of religion
through its platform

The event also featured
speeches from several dist
guished scholars and offi-
cials, including Maulana Ali
Jul Mansoori (Vice Qeem
districr), Maulana Abdul Ka-
reem Baladi (Former Amin
Jamiat Talaba Arabia Pak-
istan), Maulana  Nazir

Ahmed, Principal of Jamia
Darul Uloom Kausar, Ibadul-
lah Theba, Principal of Jamia
Madrasah Al-Binat Talhar,
and Qari Talib Bilidi. They
reiterated the imponance of
solidarity with the Palestin-
ian cause and the need for re-
ligious and intellectual edu-

among  madrasa
students. The convention con-
cluded with a strong message
of unity, intellecrual growth,

reinforcing the significance
of supporting  oppressed
communities and fostering a
knowledgeable and unired
Muslim youth

Allama Muhammad
Baqir Chandio
Highlights The Significance
Oof Ghadeer Day

By Dildar Ali Samo

TANDO ADAM
Renowned religious
scholar Allama Muham-
mad Bagir Chandio of
Jaffaria Masjid Aza
Khana e Zahra Tando
Adam emphasized the
immense importance of
Ghadeer Day in the his-
tory of [slam during a re-
cent media address. He
highlighted that Ghadeer
Day marks the beginning
of Wilayat and Imamat,
signifying the establish-
ment ul a system that en-
sures the protection, in-
terpretation, promotion,
and implementation of
Islam after the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH).
Allama Chandio
stated that the day is
meant to draw human-
ity's attention to recog-
nizing Ali Ibn Abi Talib
(a.5.} as the authority and
center for safeguarding
and advancing [ala
principles.
the importance of L\he}-

ES

ing Hazrat Ali and fol-
lowing his exemplary
practices to purify soci-
ety.

In his address, he
called for the renewal of
the pledge to uphold and
promote Deen Haq dur-
ing the blessed hours of
Ghadeer Day. He urged
the faithful to adapt the
life and character of
Hazrat Ali Ibn Abi Talib
(as.) as a model in their
individual and collective

lives, emphasizing that
supporting these actions
is crucial for maintaining
the integrity of the Is-
lamic faith

Allama Chandio's
message resonated with
the community, under-
scoring the enduring sig-
nificance of Ghadeer
Day in the Islamic tradi-
tion and its role in guid-
ing the faithful towards a
life of righteousness and
devotion
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Azhar Mahmood
announces taking
legal action over

LAHORE: Pakistan team's
Assistant Coach Azhar Mah-
mood has announced that he
will be taking legal action
over false allegations target-
; him and his family on
various media and social
media platforms.

"I have heard some false
allegations and narratives
[...] T will be pursuing legal
advice against those respon-
sible for making these false
allegations towards me and
my family," Mahmood wrote
in a post on his X account

The official's remarks
come as allegations have
been circulating on social
media and other media plat-
forms claiming that the fam-
ilies of players and the team's
coaching staff travelled to the
United States for the T20
World Cup 2024 at the Pak-
istan Cricket Board's (PCB)

expense.

'false allegations'

Categorically denying

such allegations and terming
them "entirely baseless and
false", Mahmood stressed
that the culture of falsely ac-
cusing and misleading peo-
ple to believe a false narra-
tive is dangerous.
"Speaking without evi-
dence and misconstruing
facts is a criminal offence
and those engaged in such
behaviour will be dealt with
legal action,” the ex-cricketer
said.

Stressing that pursuing
an increase in followers
and media attention via
spreading falsehood was
unacceptable, he re-
quested people to avoid
engaging and entertaining
these “harmful” narra-
tives as it was essential to
put an end to such behav-
tour in the media cul-
ture. —Agency

Mitchell Marsh hopeful
for a turnaround in
" India game

"must-win

SAINT VINCENT: Aus-
tralia's T201 captain Mitchell
Marsh expressed his confi-
dence in his team's ahility
force a turnaround in the
must-win 1CC Men's T20
World Cup 2024 Super
Eights fixture against India

Australia suffered a mas-
sive blow to their semi-final
hopes after they succumbed
w a shock loss against
Afghanistan ar Armos Vale
Ground here on Saturday.

A victory over
Afghanistan would have
taken Australia, alongside
India into the semi-finals.
But, they now need 10 beat
India in their final Super
Eights fixture, scheduled on
Tune 24, w0 advance into the
knockours.

However, if India beat
Australia and Afghanistan
defeat Banglacesh then India
and Afghanistan would go
through, marking the end of
Ausrralia’s campaign

Australia captain Mitchell
Marsh, consequently, termed
their match against India a
"must-win game" and as-
serted that the pressure
would bring the best out of
his players

"First things first, (we
have to) recover. We have a

lot of belief in our group. We
are a very good cricket team
Yes, tonight we had an off
night but T guess there's also
a positive in the fact that in
36 hours we go again. If's a
big game, it will be against
India obviously and i's a
must-win - game,"  stated
Marsh during the post-match
press conference

“1 think if you look back
at the short history of this
team, | know for a fact that it
brings out the best in our
so the boys will cer-
tainly be up and about for it.

"We've got a good
bunch of people and I
believe our best is up
there with the best. So,
we need to bring that on
whatever day it is, in a
couple of dn\, ime and

=
. 5

move forward pretty
quickly.®
Australia, who have

done exceptionally well
with the bat and ball
this tournament, were
sloppy in the field
against Afghanistan as
the former champions
put down five catches
but Mitchell Marsh re-
mained confident in his
team's ability in the de-
partment —Agency
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Super 8: England seal dominating
victory over US to qualify for semi-finals

BRIDGETOWN:  England
grabbed a flawless 10-wicket
victory against the United
States by easily chasing a
116-run target during the T20
World Cup 2024°s Super
Eight match being played at
Kensington Orval,
Bridgetown, on Sunday.

England became the first
team to qualify for the semi-
finals.

Jos Buttler and Phil Salt
chased down the 116-run tar-
get in just 9.4 overs without
losing a single as all the USA
bowlers were taken to the
cleaners by the English duo.

Buttler scored 83 off just
38 deliveries with the help of
six fours and seven sixes, in-
cluding five maximums in a
row to USA’s Harmeet Singh
in the ninth over.

England were the last
team to secure a berth in the

F Y § o N
Super 8 but became the first
side to make their way to the
tournament’s semi-final

Earlier in the first innings,
English bowlers once aga
dominated their opponents
and sent the entire USA team
back to the pavilion for just
115 runs in 18.5 overs
Chris Jordan picked four
wickets in the 19th over in-

cluding a brilliant hat-trick,
becoming just the second
bowler after Australia's Pat
Cummins to take a hat-trick
in T20 World Cup 2024

English bowlers were
all over the USA batters
from the start as they kept
on taking wickets at regu-
lar interv

Only

sh Kumar (30

off 24), Corey Anderson
(29 off 28) and Harmeet
Singh (21 off 17) scored
some crucial runs for the
batting side while their
skipper Aaron Jones could
only post 10 runs after fac-
ing 16 balls.

Jordan picked four,
Sam Curran and Adil
Rashid bagged two each
while Liam Livingstone
and Reece Topley man-
aged to take one wicket
each.

Earlier today, Jos But-
tler won the toss and opted
to bowl first. England
made one change in their
playing XI with Chris Jor-
dan replacing speedster
Mark Wood. Meanwhile.
the USA are playing the
same side that took the
field against West Indies,
which they lost—Agency

Martinez hails Pepe's 'love for the game'
as Portugal veteran stars at Euro 2024

DORTMUND: Portugal vet-
eran Pepe is the oldest plaver
ever to appear at the Euro-
pean Championship but that
did not stop him being one of
the best performers in Satur-
day's win over Turkey as
coach Roberto Martinez de-
scribed the 41-year-old as a
"wonderful example”

The Porto centre-back,
who tumed 41 in February,
set the record for the compe-
tition's oldest player when he
appeared in his country's 2-1
win over the Czech Republic
in their opening game at Euro
2024

He passed the mark set by
Hungary goalkeeper Gabor
Kiraly, who was 40 years and
86 days when he played
inst Belgium in the last 16
ilt Euro 2016, and Pepe was
in in the side for Satur-
dﬂ} 5 3-0 win over Turkey.

Not only that. he was out-
standing as he marshalled the
back line alongside Ruben
Dias in Dortmund, helping
Martinez's team to a victory
which allowed them to clinch
their place in the knockout
slages
"If there was a neutral
guy watching the game and
he saw Pepe playing he
would never believe he is 41
vears old," Martinez said

"He is an example, a pro-

fessional, the way he reads
the game, the way he com-
petes.

“He uses the 24 hours 1o
be a professional footballer,”
Martinez added when asked
how Pepe manages to con-
linue ¢ at such a

The rest of the time they live
life normally and expect one
day to retire

"Pepe doesn't do that He
uses 24 hours to get himself
recovered. When he is not re-
covering he makes sure he
has the right sleep pattems.

"Everything is down to
the detail and the focus is to
play for another year. Then it
15 just that love for the game,
focusing on knowing the op-
position, knowing tactical as-
pects,” added Martinez

Pepe was bomn in Brazil
but went on to represent Por-
tugal after moving there as a
young p]a}fcr and becoming

high level when most players
his age have long since re-
tired

“We all know players who
maybe only spend two hours
a day preparing themselves,

He made his debut for the
national team as a 24-year-
old in 2007, playing along-
side Cristiano Ronaldo who
is still his teammate now at
the age of 39 —Agency

Belgium have 'extreme potential’ at

Euros, says Tedesco

GERMANY.  Domenico
Tedesco claimed Belgium
have "extreme potential™ at
Euro 2024 after kick-start-
ing their campaign with a
crucial 2-0 win against Ro-
mania

Tedesco's side would |
have been on the brink of M

eliminarion if they had lost
in Cologne, but Youri Tiele-
mans settled their nerves
with a goal after just 73 sec-
onds

Kevin De Bruyne's late
strike wrapped up Bel-
gium's first win in Group E
after they suffered a sur-
prise 1-0 loss 1o Slovakia in
their opener.

Having crashed out of

et past the qumer—ﬁnalsal
the last two Euros, many
pundits have written off
Belgium's golden genera-
tion

decisive group maich on
June 26, is mnﬁdennhey
can make a
Germany if they qualify for
the knockout stage

see, the last game will be
difficult,” he said

"We are very relieved
we won. It was very im-
portant to get the three
points. For the rest of the
lournament, we are re-
leased (from the pressure)
and happy."

For Belgium to thrive
in the larer stages,
Tedesco acknowledged
they need to develop a
killer instinct.

They missed a host of
chances against Roma-
nia after similar prob-
lems in the Slovakia
loss, while Romelu
Lukaku has now had
three goals disallowed

Lando Norris beats
Verstappen in thrilling

McLaren driver Lando
Norris secured second
pole position in the Span-
1sh Grand Prix qualifying
race, defeating Max Ver-
stappen in a spell-bound-
ing lap.

With a lap that ap-
peared tough to surpass,
Verstappen was initially
leading the provisional
pole position, but Norris,
whose team had a rough
start to the day due to a
fire in their hospitality
unit, took the top spot
with a final attempt.

Lewis
Mercedes finished third,
while George Russell, his
teammate, finished
fourth.

Morris, after securing
his second career pole,
said: "Today was the per-
fect lap."

"Max seemed a bit
stronger, but we made

Spanish Grand Prix race

Hamilton of

some c}nng,es I'm super
happy to be on pole, it's
going to be tough but
we're here to win!” he
ded.
Aiming for a record-
breaking fourth world
championship, Verstap-
pen leads the champi-
onship by 36 points over
Charles Leclerc, who
will start Sunday's race
frem fifth place, and
Norris, who is seven
points behind from third
position

This is the 10th round
of the 24-race season and
the first of a triple
header with Austria and
Silverstone coming up
over the next two week-
ends. Verstappen won
his maiden Grand Prix
in Barcelona in 2016
and is on a hat-trick
after wins in 2022 and
2023 —Agency

B
o

Cristiano Ronaldo
clinches another record
at Euro 2024

In Portugal’s
the 2024 European
onship,  they  defeated
Turkive 3-0, thanks to a great
performance by captain Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, who has
bagged another record of the
Mega SOCCer event

Ronaldo becomes the
joint-highest assist provider
in the Euro history. Since his
2004 debut, he has tallied
cight assists in the competi-
tion after the Turkiye game.

With 14 goals, Ronaldo
already holds the record for
most goals scored in the Eu-
ropean Championship.

The Selecao has booked a
berth in the competition's
second round with a game to
spare
Portugal took the lead

seven minutes later, Turkish
defender Akaydin's hilarious
own goal made it 2-0

Displaying his magnifi-
cence once again, Ronaldo
became the player with the
most assists in the competi-
tion's history by selflessly
putting up Bruno Fernandes
for the third goal

At39years and 133 days,
Ronaldo is the oldest player
10 register an assist in the
oumey.

The winners of 2016
championship will undoubt-
edly end up at top of Group F
after defeating Turkey and
Czechia in their opening two
matches. On Wednesday,
Ronaldo and his colleagues
will be aiming for the most
points pm:c:lhle against Geor-

the 2022 World Cup ar the Bur Tedesco, whose We have an extreme by VAR in the first two | with a goal from Bernardo gia in their last group
group stage, and failed to team face Ukraine in their amount of potential. Let's matches —Agency Silva in the 2151 minute, and march Agency
E e
s

America’s sweetheart Taylor
Swift makes shady speech
before debuting Kim
Kardashian diss track

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids™ Corner section at regionaltimes 10@gmail.com

< ajab at
before starting to
sing a diss track which is be-
lieved to be about Kim Kar-
dashian.

mous Wembley Stadium on
her Eras Tour on Saturday,
hllt(.d thank vou

Huwt:»u before hitting it
off, the hitmaker highlighted
how trolls and hate com-
ments only motivate her to
"work even harder."

"1 was thinking about get-
ting to play at Wembley Sta-
dium. That's not remotely
normal [and] it is g0 insane
for you to [have] done that
for me ... and for my crew
because we get to play Wem-
bley Stadium eight times this
summer,” she told the crowd.

Taking to London's fa- ing

X

Taylor added, “You
clearly thought this was a
good idea [and] you wanted
his to happen. Blows me
away. 1l spend fore

thank you for that”
"On the other hand, it re-
ally makes me think about
how every time someone
talks -, it just makes me
work even harder and it
makes me even tougher. So,
it also makes me incredibly
thankful for those peaple,”
the Fortnight hitmaker em-
phasized.

thanK you alMee is be-
lieved to be about her
longtime feud with Kim
over her husband Kanye
West's song "Famous” in
which he held himself re-
sponsible for the fame
Taylor enjoys today,

Kourtney Kardashian claps back at

Kourtney Kardashian re-
cently slammed cruel body-
shaming trolls about her
weight gain after gving birth
to her fourth child Rocky
Thirteen Barker.

Apart from Rocky, who
was born to the actress on
November 1, 2023, Kar-
dashian is a mother to two
sons and one davghter.

The 44-year-old reality
star took to her Instagram to

share a powerful statement,
hitting back at trolls that took
a dig at her.

The Keeping Up with
Kardashians star shared a
vintage-style poster on the
social media gant alongside
a caption that read: "I've fi-
nally reached my goal weight
of don't f****** care. My
body is the least interesting
thing about me."

In addition, Kourtney's

body-shaming trolls with empowering message

business page, Poosh, cap-
tioned the same post
"Mood."

Fans heaped praise on
her for sharing the insight-
ful picture.

One fan commented
"Please please please- let's
help our daughters and
5I’dl‘|dddu§hlul'- get here
too."

While another chimed
in, adding: "Learning not

to care and to find my
body beautiful at any size
is the thing I'm most proud
oft!"

A third gushed: "What a
legend for posting this.”

Kourtney is privy to
posting about body positiv-
ity. Taking to the social
media giant earlier this
year, she said: "Dear new
mommies, Your body is
beautiful at all stages.”
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Governor Punjab Foresees
New Era Of Development And
Prosperity For Attock District

ATTOCK: Artock district
would embark on a new era
of development and prosper-
ity as the work on a number
of development projects, in-
cluding the establishment of
sub campuses of universities
and health facilities would be
itiated during the current
fiscal year.

This was disclosed by
Governor  Punjab  Sardar
Saleem Haider while ad-
dressing two different public
gatherings in Khunda and
Jand areas of Attock on Sat-
urday evening. He an-
nounced that besides the es-
tablishment of a dialysis
center in Fatehjang. a state of
the art facility would also be
established in Pindigheb with
the help of local donors

He claimed that work on
the sub campus of the Uni-
versity of Engineering and
Technology Taxila at Jand
would be mitiated in Septem-
ber this year. He said that all
resources would be utilized
for the welfare of the people
of Attack district.

Sardar Saleem Haider
said he is a proud political
worker, who has risen to the

A

Foit

current position through PPP
leadership trust. He said that
the Pakistan Peoples Party
believed in the politics of
public welfare and better-
ment of the public, adding
that people were the lea]
masters of the country and
that was why the party had
the agenda based on public
welfare. "Economic prosper-
ity can be achieved by finan-
cially empowening farmers,
labourers and the underprivi-
leged," he added

Meanw the Gover-
nor paid rich tnbutes to the
martyred Benazir Bhutio on
the occasion of her 71st birth

damaged

IDUBAL: A merchant sl
1was damaged by a drone at-
ltack in the Red Sea near

AR Yemen early Sunday mom-
ersary during a func- Iing, though no injuries were
tion held at the District | reported, according to the
Council Hall Attock on Sun- g British maritime security
day. 1 azency UKMTO.
“The Attock chapter ofy  “The Master of a mer-
Pakistan Peoples Party has y chant vessel reports being hit
arranged the ceremony to ¢ by uncrewed aerial system
celebrate her life and legacy 1 UAS), resulting in damage
as well as to pay tributes to o the vessel. All crew mem-
her services for the country. | bers are reported safe, and
He said that Benazir Bhutto | the vessel is proceeding toits
was the first woman Prime ! next port of call,” said a bul-
Minister of Muslim Vletin from UKMTO, which is
world and a courageous D run by the British navy.
leader. The Governor hailed ! On Saturday, the US Cen-
Benazir Bhutto's courageous | tral Command, which has
struggle for the Party and the I camied out retaliatory strikes

nation after the martyrdom § against the Huthis over their
d i

of her father —RT/Agency g attacks on shipping, said it

ad destroved three nautical

Security Forces Seize Over |
1037 Metric Tons Of Drugs

ISLAMABAD:  Security
forces have seized 1037 met-
ric tons of drugs in the coun-

trywide operation against §

narcotics since September
last, media reported.

During the ongoing oper-
ation, 1538 drug dealers have
also been arrested

According 10 details,
4,847 kg of drugs were re-
covered from Balochistan, 83
kg from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 161 kg from
Gilgi-Baltistan, 56 kg from
Punjab and 38 kg n Sindh
during this month

All relevant institutions
are determined to continue
their operations till complete
elimination of the menace of
drugs from the country.

Earlier, the Anti-Narcotic
Force (ANF) seized a con-
signment full of drugs in
sni hidden for smuggling
abroad

The ANF officials con-

ducted an Intelligence-Based
Operation (TBO) against drug
traffickers in the Chor Ban-
dar area adjacent to Makran
coastal line and seized a con-
signment of drugs hidden for
gling abroad.

The operation was carmied
out keeping in mind the ac-
tivities of a group involved in
drug trafficking Raids are
being conducted to arest the

pdrones belonging 1o the
§ Eroup over the past 24 hours.
It also said the group had

Merchant ship

by drone

attack in Red Sea

p launched three anti- shlp mis-

siles into the Gulf of Aden,
but no injuries or significant
damage were reported.

The Houthi militia, which
controls the most populous
parts of Yemen and is aligned
with Iran, has attacked ships
off its coast for months, say-
ing it is acting in solidarity
with Palestinians fighting Is-
rael in Gaza.

Houthi fighters have
launched drone and
missile attacks in the
Bab al-Mandab Strait
and Gulf of Aden, fore-
ing shippers since No-
vember to take longer
and more costly jour-
around southern

The United States and
Britain have carried out
strikes against Houthi
targets in response to the
attacks — Agency

i Pet donkey enjoys 'best
life' with mate Elk after
escaping owner

ring leaders of the dr
ficking group namely Liag;
Baloch and Wahid Baloch
Members of the group are
involved in drug smuggl
abroad by sea. Om receivi his owner five years ago
the intelligence informati The donkey named
the ANF team conducted a j Diesel was recorded by a
raid in the area and recovered g hiker earlier in June. The
the drugs which were stored j owner couple came across
in a secret location, he in- y the video and were shocked
formed —RT/Agency 1 to see that their pet, who had
aped five years ago, was

1 A pet donkey was found en-
oying his "best life” with
mate Elk after escaping from

2 with a herd of elks,

Three Terrorists Linked To ™. ... e

ANF Officer's Murder

aid they were relieved see-
Ving the video that the animal
1 was safe. They have decided
Nt let him wander free

Talking 0 a CBS re

ArreStEd In Jehlum : '[e?’rie, said [hai Ilm-

JEHLUM: The police offi-

cials on Saturday managed 10
arrest the three terrorists al-
legedly involved in the recent
attack that resulted in the

martyrdom of Anti-Narcotics B

Force (ANF) officers, media
reported.

The suspects, identified
as Bilal, Syed Abid, and
Ghufran, who hail from the
Gujarat district were appre-
hended while atrempring to
flee from Crwadar to Iran

The police are ac-
tively searching for two
additional terrorists
who were allegedly in-
volved in the shooting

incident
The operation comes
ten days after three

ven up the hopes of
dmu him.

rlp near C| Ieal
ifornia. Even

after weeks of relentless
searching, he was nowhere 1o
be found. However, months
later, camera footage
emerges in which he was
spotted wandering off.

Hiker Max Fennell spot-
ted the herd earlier this
month, describing the don-
key as "happy and healthy"
and posted his film on social
media

Terrie, reacting to the
viden, said: "It was amazing.
It was like, Oh my gosh. Fi-
nally, we saw him. Finally
we know he's good. He's liv-
ing his best life. He's happy.
He's healthy, and it was justa
relief "

Since Diesel's depar-
ture, the Drewry's have
adopted a new donkey,
whom they love
dearly. — Agency

ANF officers were mar
tyred by gnfieatheDomd Mo
areaof Jehlum—RT Agmoy

Body Of 11-Year-Old Domestic Worker
Found In Faisalabad Bungalow |

FAISALABAD: In another
distressing incident, an 11-
vear-old domestic worker's
body has been recovered
from the school owner's
house in Scheme 212 area
of *?Faisalabad, ARY News
reported on Sunday.

The 11-year-old son of
Ali Sher — a resident of
Bhawana who used to work
at Usman Shahid’s house —
was found deceased under
suspicious circumstances

According to reports, the
f the 11-year-old do-
m worker was discov-
ered on Sunday morning
with a rope around his neck,
hanging from an iron grill
at Shahid’s house.

The family was in-
formed on Sunda}-‘ mMOorming
that Usman was unwell, but
upon reaching Shahid’s
house, they discovered his
lifeless body.

The father of the victim,
Ali Sher, expressed disbe-
lief over the claim that
Usman had committed sui-
cide, asserting that his son
may have been murdered
by the family as Usman had
swelling on his arms and

hands

The Forensic Science
Agency collected the evi-
dence from the spot after
which the child’s body was
shifted to the Allied Hospi-
tal mortuary for post-
mortem.

Talking to the media on
this oceasion, Usman’s fa-
ther Ali Sher said that he
left Usman at Shahid’s
house yesterday and this af-
ternoon the owner of the
house told him that he was
ill on the phone. When he
reached Shahid’s house, he
found the lifeless body of
his son.

Authorities, including
the Forensic Science

TLONDON: The Conserva-
e Party of the United
1 Kingdom (UK) has been hit
I by several allegations that
op members placed bets on
I the general election date,
1 scheduled for July 4, dealing
1 & fresh blow to Prime Minis-
1 ter Rishi Sunak, who is strug-
1 ling to regain the trust of the
ublic

: Nick Mason, the Tory
Party's chief data officer, has
Viaken a leave of absence
while being investigated by
ftly responded to the ¥ the Gambling Commission
incident. 1 for allegedly betting on the
The body was trans- Htiming of the ¢lection with
ferred to the A inside information before the
te was announced, UK

[ post-mortem | media reported on Sunday.
examination, while th Several other Conserva-
SSP Operations Has ve figures have already
Javed disclosed that g been involved in the scandal.
Usman’s body exhibited y Tony Lee, the party's director
signs of lurlurl. includ f campaigns, and his wife

mortem report of tht du locked into over allegations.
ceased dom A spokesman for the
waorker. —RTfAbEI\L) 1 Gambling Commission said

fresh blow to Rishi Sunak |

- tion edition of BBC's Que:
po- tion Time, the prime min

Betting scandal hits UK's

it was "investigating the pos-
sibility of offenses concem
||1g the date of the elect

this tim
The

Labour Party branded Ihe

fresh allegations "utterly ex

Power cut causes flight chaos
at UK's Manchester airport

LONDON: Manchester Air-
port, the third-busiest in
Britain, cancelled over 100

flights affecting thousands of

passengers Sunday following
a major power cut

At least 20% of all outgo-
g and incoming flights

were cancelled, a Manchester |
Airport spokesperson said, |

adding that it expected fur-
ther disruption.

Earlier aviation analytics
firm Cirium said 66 depar-
tures and 50 inbound flights
had been cancelled with
easylet experiencing the
largest number of cancella-
tions

Manchester  Airports
Group, which also operates
London Stansted and the East
Midlands airports, said the
airport had been “affected by
a major power cut in the area
earlier this morning" and pas-
sengers at two of the three

-
terminals were told to stay
away,

The power cut led to
problems with airport secu-
rity and baggage systems, ac-
cording to Chris Woodroofe,
the airport managing director.
Flights resumed in the after-
naon.

Woodroofe said on social
media he expected flights to
be "IJack to normal opera-
tions" on Monday.

The airline Jet2 said that

as well as cancelling dozens
of flights, it was unable to
load bags onto planes as the
baggage system remained
"inoperable”

Easylet wamed of "very
long queues” for security and
said passengers could only
oard flights with cabin bags.

Some arriving flights
were diverted to other air-
ports  including London
Heathrow and Birming-
ham.—Agency

Israeli Forces Tie Wounded Palestinian
To Jeep In West Bank Raid

Israeli troops tied a wounded
Palestinian to a military vehi-
cle during a raid in the oceu-
pied West Bank city of Jenin,
the army said Sunday, admit-
ting that soldiers had violated
operational procedures.
Footage of the incident,
which occurred on Saturday,
has gone viral and shows a
man strapped horizontally to

the bonnet of a military jeep Lo

as it passes through a namow
alley

Medics identified the
Palestinian as Mujahid Raed
Abbadi, 24, who told AFP he
lives in the Jenin refugee
camp.

Thmmlnlan said a Pales-
tinian man was wounded dur-
ng a "counterterrorism oper-
ation” 1o arrest  wanted
suspects in the area of Wadi

e

Dwring an exchange of
fire between troops and mili-
tants in Burgin's Jab
neighbourhood. a Palest:
was wounded and appre-
hended. the military said ina
statement.

The statement referred 10
him as a "suspect”, but did
not specify any accusations
against Abbadi, who medics
told AFP was being treated at

Burgin, between the town of Jenin's Tbn Sina hospital, and

Burgin and Jenin

not in Isragli custody.

The military sai n vi-
olation of orders and stan-
dard operating procedures,
the suspect was taken by the
forces while tied on top of a
vehicle "

He was later transferred
1o the Palestinian Rexl Cres-
cent for treatment, it said
“The conduct of the forces in
the video of the incident does
not confiorm to the values of
the IDF (military)," the state-
ment said —Agency

3 Wolves Brutally Attack 37-Year-Old
Woman In Zoo Outside Paris

Paris: Three wolves in a
e Paris attacked
vear-old  woman
her fighting for
her life, a source familiar
with the case and local
prosecutors said

The woman was bitten
“on the neck, the calf and
the back" at the Theiry
zoo around 40 kilometres
(25 miles) west of the
French capital, the source
familiar with the case told
AFP.

Maryvonne  Cailli-
botte, chief prosecutor in
Versailles, said  the
woman's life was in dan-
ger.

The woman is believed
to have gone out alone for
a jog after spending the
night with her family in a
safari-style lodge at the
zoo, which it adverrised

on its website at between
220 and 760 euros ($235-
810) per night

Lodges in the wolf
zone promise “silence,
rest and disconnection”,
according to the zoo's ad-
verts. They offer "a one-
of-a-kind, very intimate
experience with the arctic
walves you'll be able 1o
see from the living room”

The woman "ended up
in the safari zone, which
is supposed to be re-
stricted to cars. That's
where she was attacked
by three wolves," Cailli-
botte said.

She added thar it was
not clear "whether she
made a mistake or the
trail  wasn't  clearly
marked”

First reﬁpcnden got 1o
the scene “very quickly”

"moved
then returned to
area,” Caillibotte

the wolves were
away,

The source familiar
with the case earlier said
the woman must have got
through "security sys-
tems, a trench and an
electric fence supposed to
keep the animals in"

Police are investigat-
ing the incident.

Thoiry zoo  was
founded in 1968 by Paul
de la Panouse, owner of a
local chateau that has
been in his family since
the 16th Century.

He recalled to regional
newspaper L'Independant
in April how he initially
stocked the zoo with a
ship loaded with 120 ani-
mals  brought  from
Kenya — Agency

Conservative Party, dealmg.——---—---—---—---—---—---—---—--
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Khyber Pakhtunkhwa To
Introduce New Road Tax

1 PESHAWAR: While the im-

1 might be just another fiscal
the commission cannot | decision made by legislators
prm.]de any further details at I sitting comfortably in an air-
1 conditioned office, its jolts
main opposition | are felt worst by those low-

-y barely an inch away from

traordinary.” "Rishi Sunak g sinking into inescapable

promised integrity, profes-
sionalism and dl,culll'ltﬁbﬂll}
instead his weakness means
he has overseen the same

poverty.

Recently, in an apparent
attempt to boost revenue
generation, the Khyber

sleaze and scandal that have 1 Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) govem-

come to epitomize the last 14
years of Tory govemment," a
party  spokeswoman  said,

ment announced its plans to
impose the "Road User Tax",

Lwhich will allegedly be

urging Sunak to suspend all | levied against all new vehi-
those implicated in the bet- 1 cles operating on roads in the

ting scandal.
Sunak said he was

credibly angry” to learn of y Sindh,
the al Iq_wtmns and promised g Territory
anyone found § Balochistan.
to have broken gambllngl
- Iaw&

to "boot out”

Asked at a special elec-

"It's a really serious

@ matter - it's right that they'ne

1 province holding registration

"in- g numbers  from  Punjab,
Islamabad Capital
(ICTy  and

Opposing this new policy
were locals like Shahid
Khan, a fruit dealer, who felt
that thig would only add to
the financial woes of the
common household. "We are
already overburdened by

being investigated properly 1 electricity, gas, water bills
by the relevant law enforce- and property taxes on our
ment authorines "—Agency | houses, During the past three

vears, bills and inflation
have crushed citizens
ing themn in a miserable state
Now, the govemment is ex-
pecting us to pay a new tax
Just for driving on the roads
This move will force people

to leave the province,”
protested Shahid.
Likewise, Khalida

Begum, a lecturer at a uni-
versity in Peshawar also
highlighted the struggles of
the salaried class to run a
household. "This new tax
will be the last straw on the
camel's back. Instead of giv-
ing relief to people in such
an economic situation, the
government has decided to

more taxes," regretted
"Tm province is already
burdened with taxes due to
which factories are closing
down and industry is at a
standstill. In these circum-
stances, such steps need to
be taken very thoughtfully. A
comprehensive plan should
be made with the federation,
ch takes the people’s con-
ce into consideration.
Taxation is successful only
when the common people
are getting some relief.”
opined Shahid Khan, former
Vice-President of the K-P
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry —RT/Agency
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Karachi Hosts Donkey Cart Race To Revitalize
Traditional Sports

KARACHL: Part of the Com-
missioner Karachi Sports
Festival, the port city revived
ancient culture and heritage
by hosting a donkey cart race
on Sunday with most partici-
pants from the impoverished
Lyari neighbourhood.

The unique race inaugu-
rated by Additional Commis
sioner Syed Ghulam Mehdi
began from ICT bridge and
concluded at the Commis-
sioner's Office, Club Road,
attended by Karachi Mayor
Murtaza Wahab as chief
guest.
Abdul Khalid secured
first position, Muhammad
Javed second, and Shahjehan
alias Durga third position.

The position holders re-
ceived their prizes from
Mayor Wahab who stated the
donkey cart racing a part of

Karachi's ancient and her-
itage. He appreciated the love
of the people of Lyari for
sports and their efforts to pre-
serve their cultural heritage.

The mayor expressed his
commitment to providing op-
portunities for youth to en-
gage in positive activities
through sports

He further hailed the don-

key cart race as a cherished
aspect of Karachi's cul tural
heritage, praising the people
of Lyari for keeping this tra-
dition alive despite economic
challenges.

He acknowledged their
love for sports and dedication
to preserving their cultural
identity, which is deeply
rooted in the port city's his-

tory.
Addressing the occasion,
Commissioner Karachi Syed

§ Hassan Nagvi emphasised

the need to promote sports
activities in the City of

s Lights, which will help pro-

vide positive opportunities
for the youth of the metropo-
lis.

Alongside the donkey cart
race, the sports festival fea-
tures cycle race, hockey tour-
nament and other events,
aiming to promote positive
activities for the city's youth.

According to a commis-
sioner's spokesperson, the
event was fully funded by a
private organisation. The
sports festival has several
other tournaments including
tennis, squash, cricket and
basketball.

He anncunced the sched-

ule for the Commissioner

Rarachi Sports  Festival,
which includes
Hockey tournament on

June 25 at the Islahuddin
Landi Kotal Ground in North
Nazimabad, followed by
prize distribution

Girls' basketball tourna-
ment on June 26

Shooting ball tournament
on June 29 at the Korangi
Number 5 Shooting Ball
Court

Cycle race on June
30, starting at 7:30 am
at the Mazar-e-Quaid,
prize distribution at
.00 AM at the Commis-
sioner Karachi Office

Boys' basketball
tournament will be
held on June 30 at

9:00 PM at the Aram
Bagh—RT/Agency

Zardari To Lead Crucial Sindh
Law And Order Meeting Today

KARACHI: President Asif
Ali Zardari will chair a meet-
ing over law-and-order situa-
tion in Sindh on Monday (to-
mormow), media reported.

I1G Sindh Ghulam Nabi
Memon has lefi for Sukkur 1o
attend the meeting.

Sindh's chief minister,
home minister and D.G.
Rangers Sindh will attend the
session along with DIG
Sukkur, Larkana and federal

and provincial

The meeting wi || be
briefed over the ongoing op-
eration in katcha area by the
police and rangers.

The session will consider
the problems in katcha area,
weapons and other related is-
SUES,

The session chaired by
President Zardari is expected
to take key decisions to
tackle the law and order and
matters related to it
President Asif Zardari in a
meeting on Sindh law and
order in May had directed

Sindh authorities to launch a
large-scale operation against
street criminals in Karachi.
dacaits in the katcha area,
and drug  traffickers
throughout the province in
coordination  with  other
provinces,—RT

Karachi Residents To Settle
Municipal Utility Charges
And Taxes Via KE Bills

KARACHI: The 1Ire’|dy
burdened citizens  of
Karachi struck with an-
other challenge as the
residents have to pay mu-
nicipal wtility charges
and taxes in the monthly
K-Electric bills, media
reported on Sunday

In a recent city coun-
cil  meeting. Mayor
Karachi Murtaza Wahab
announced the passing of
a resolution concerning
the collection of munici-
pal utility charges and
taxes.

The resolution aims to
address the fair collec-
tion and utilization of
funds for the welfare and
development of Karachi.

"Consumers using 100
units of electricity will

be exempted from this
tax.” Mayer Karachi
said, while ensuring
transparency in revenue
allocation and expendi-
ture.

Mayor Murtaza
Wahab emphasized his
personal oversight over
all financial marters re-

lated to the resolution,
pledging to monitor in-
come and expenses di
gently. Additionally, he
mentioned a constructive
dialogue between the city
administration and K-Elec-
tric to establish a frame-
work beneficial 1o both
parties —RT/Agency

Karachi Police Dramatically
Rescue Malir Girl From
Alleged Family Abuse

KARACHI: Police have res-
cued a young girl from her
home near Malir after she al-
leged abuse by her mother,
and brother.

According to SSP Malir,
the girl has accused her fam-
ily members of physical
ahuse. She has refused to re-
tumn to her family

SSP Malir stated that
the girl had also shared im-
ages of her injuries on so-
cial media. Her brother was
not at home at the time of
the rescue. The police are

A video statement from

she has been living in
Qatar for the past 10 years
and has been subjected to
abuse by her brother and
mother.

She alleges that her fa-
ther and another brother
were aware of the abuse
but did not intervene.

The girl further stated
that her mother attempted
to kill her a week ago. She
expressed her gratitude to
SSP Malir and his team for
rescuing her and stated that
she wants to retumn to Qatar

currently questioning the the girl has also emerged, to complete her educa-

girl's family.

in which she claims that

tion —RT/Agency

KARACHI: Senior Sindh
cise Taxation and
Terence aboul the Sindh government's initiatives —RT

Karachi Erupts In
Protest Over

Sky-High

KARACHIL: Protests
against loadshedding and
overbilling erupted at 22
locations across the city
with the central protest
taking place near the
Kalapull following a call
by Jamaat-e-Islami (J1),
media reported on Sunday.

Amir Jamaat-e-Islami
Karachi, Munim Zafar
Khan, addressed the mam

protest rall
the ang ues faced
by Karachi's residents due

to K-Electric's operations

Munim Zafar Khan

cized the power distri-
bution company, stating
that despite promi of
affordable electricity dur-
ing privatization, the com-
pany has failed to deliver

Severe Load Shedding

Bills And

He pointed out that
while the number of con-
sumers has increased, K-
E's production has de-
creased

He highlighted that the
citizens of Karachi are
lack of electricity, gas, and
water and questioned the
Pakistan Peoples Party's
(PPP) recent stance
against K-Electric, asking
why they were silent be-
fore.

I Amir demanded an
end to K-Electric's oppres-
sion of the people and an-
nounced further protests,
including one on Shariah
Faisal on June 26 and an-
other during the KMC
budget  session  tomor-
row.—RT/Agency

Tragedy Strikes:
Woman Dead, 16
Injured As Wedding

Party Bus

Overturns

In Karachi

KARACHI: A woman was
lled and several others sus-
tained injuries as a wedding
party bus overturned at
Shahrah-e-Faisal in Karachi
media reported
Rescue sources said that
the bus carrving guests of the
party wedding overturned

near the at Shahrah-e-Faisal
resulting in the death of one
woman and injuring 16 oth-

TS

The bus was reportedly
traveling from Drig Road to
Mahmoodabad. According to
an eye witness, the bus suf-
fered the accident in a bid to
save a car trying to overtake

The injured were rushed
to Jinnah Postgraduate Med-
ical Centre (JPMC) for treat-
ment —RT/Agency

10 Dead in

Karachi In

9 Hours: Drug Links
Suspected

KARACHI: Karachi wit-
nessed a series of tragic
deaths as 10 individuals were
discovered deceased within a
span of just 9 hours, accord-
ing to media reports on Sun-

Rescue officials and local
authorities suspect that all the
deceased individuals were
involved in drug addiction.
The bodies were found at
warious locations including
KMC ground Lyari, Golimar,
Jahangir Road, Landhi,
Godam Chowrangi, Defense
Phase 7, Orang Town Sector
15, and Khamiso Goth

After retrieval by rescue
teams, the bodies were taken
to respective police stations
and later transferred to mor-
tuaries for further examina-
tion and identification

| ..,
Authoritie

launched an urgent in-

vestigation to ascertain

hav

the cause of death and
determine any pubslbh,

cidents. The identifica-

ongoing, with rescue
teams actively notifying
families and gathering
necessary informa-

tion, —RT/Agency

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami {J1) Karachi Chief, Munam Zafar is addre:

demonstration ag

t prolonged electri

at the Mehmoodabad area of the ¢

load shedding and inflated elec

Sindh Government
Cracks Down On Fake
Number Plates

KARACHI:
government

The Sindh
has  an-

nounced a comprehensive r

'mega operation” targeting |8

the production and use of
counterfeit official num-
ber plates on wvehicles
across the province, ac-
cording to media reports
on Sunday.

Speaking at a press
conference, provincial In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing Minister Sharjeel
Memon issued a stern
warning to those involved
in the illicit business of
manufacturing fake num-
ber plates, emphasizing

that stringent actions
would be taken against
offenders

Memon revealed that
multiple FIRs have
ready been filed against
ividuals and business
owners respensible for

producing and installing
counterfeit government
number plates on vehi-
cles. He emphasized that
possession of a fake num-
ber plate could lead to
imprisonment, and vowed
that shops engaged in this
illegal activity would
face legal consequences,
In addition to the
crackdown, Memon an-
nounced  forthcoming

amendments to the Ex-
cise and Taxation laws
aimed at enhancing vehi-
cle registration compli-
ance. Under the proposed
changes, wvehicle pur-
chases would only be al-
lowed upon proper regis-
tration. Violators of this

1 could face
substantial fines, poten-
tially up 1o Rs 1 mil-
lion—RT

Elderly Man Brutally Tortured
After Confronting Drug Users
Out51de HlS Home

KARACHI: A distressing in-
cident unfolded when a sen-
ior citizen was brutally as-
saulted by a group of drug
users after he objected 1o
their drug use outside his res-
idence, according to media
reports on Sunday.

The victim awtempted 10 in-
tervene and stop the youths
from engaging in drug activ-
ity in front of his home, lead-
ing to a violent altercation
The identity of the affected
citizen has not been dis-
closed. He has lodged a for-
mal complaint at the Korangi
Industrial Area police station,
seeking legal action against
the perpetrators.

In recent years, the use of lee
(erystal methamphetamine)

has been on the rise in Pak-
istan. This highly addictive
timulant can have devastat-
ing effects on individuals and
sociery at large.
lce has gained popularity
among the younger genera-
tion as a party drug due to its

ability 1o enhance energy,
alertness, and confidence. 15
accessibility and relatively
low cost compared to other
drugs have contribured o irs
widespread use among young
Pakistanis. —RT/Agency

Salt Manufacturers Furious
Over Proposal To Scrap Fixed
Tax Regime For Exporters

KARACHI: The Salt Manu-
facturers Association of Pak-
istan (SMAP) has strongly
criticized the Federal Budget
2024 plan to replace the 1%
turnover-based Fixed Tax
Regime (FTR) with a 29%
tax on taxable profits. SMAP
warned that this shift could
severely harm Pakistan's ex-
port sector, describing it as
potentially " disastrous *
Chairman Qasim Yagoob
Paracha expressed solidarity
with Pakistan's export indus-
tries, emphasizing the detri-
mental impact of removing
exports from  the
SMAP categorically rejected

FTR. to increased harassment

the proposed tax changes, la-
beling them as "draconian
measures” that could lead

and corruption by tax au-

thorities

Paracha urged the gov-
emment to reconsider these
changes, highlighting the
potential threat to business
survival. SMAP vowed to
explore all options along-
side other export sectors if
the proposal moves for-
ward

The association reaf-
firmed its commitment to
advocating for policies sup-
porting sustainable growth
in Pakistan's export-driven
businesses, urging policy-
makers to prioritize stake-
holder dialogue in future
tax reforms —RT

Sindh Government Launches Dramatic
Inquiry Into Sukkur Barrage Damage

KARACHI: The Sindh
government has initiated an
inquiry into the damage
sustained by gates at the
Sukkur Barrage, and ap-

pointed focal persons to

promptly inform farmers

about potential water short- =

ages and crop losses, ac-
cording to reports on Sun-
ay.

lTrI'.MIIOn Minister Jam
Khan Shoro announced the
formation of a five-member

committee composed of
senior officials from the Ir-

rigation Department. The
committee’s mandate in-
cludes investigating the

causes behind the collapse
of gates at the Sukkur Bar-
rage, identifying those re-
. and determining
y ¢ ials.
report is expected within
five days.

The Sukkur Barrage, a

cornerstone of Pal

rigation infrastructure con-
structed over 90 years ago
on the Indus River, supports
irngation for 70% of
Sindh's arable land through
its 66 gates and seven off-

take canals —RT/Agency
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National Assembly Passes Resolution Demanding
Action Agamst Vlolence Against Minorities

ISLAMABAD: As the coun-
try reels under frequent inci-
dents of violence and lynch-
ings over  blasphemy
allegations, the National As-
sembly on Sunday passed a
resolution on the protection
of minonties in the country in
the ruckus-marred session
The lower house session
on Budget 2024-45 faced tur-
bulence as the government
and opposition remained di-
vided over a new military op-
eration, Azm-e-Istehkam, an-
nounced on Saturday to root
out militancy from the coun-

Besides the altercation
between the opposition and
treasury benches, the NA saw
the passage of a resolution
aimed at protecting the mi-
nonties with an overwhelm-
ing majority.

The resolution presented
by Law Minister Senator
Azam Nazeer Tarar stated
that the federal and provin-
cial governments should en-

members of minor communi-
ties in the country.

It also called for action
against the individuals in-
n violence against
minorities.

The resolution comes
days after another tragic inci-
dent of a man's lynching over
allegations of desecration of
the Holy Quran in Swat

Aviolent mob had beaten
the suspect of blasphemy,
who was a local tourist, to
death on Thursday night and
later set his body as well as

sure the complete safety of

the police station ablaze,
where he was kept after alle-
gations.

While speaking during
the session, Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif expressed deep
concemn over the rising inci
dents of viclence against mi-
norities and said that the
country is facing embarrass-
ment at the international level
due to such cases.

"Pakistan is not the coun-
try of a single person but
every Pakistani who lives
here is an equal citizen. All
Hindus, Christians and Sikhs

| are equal citizens," he added.

The minister called for
sending a clear message from
the NA that the country’s par-
liament is committed to pro-
tecting the rights of minority
communities in the country.

Giving a policy statement
in the House, he said the Na-
tional Assembly needed to
adopt a unanimous stance
against the misuse of reli-
gion.

The minister said that the
message should be clear that
the people are united to safe-
guard the rights of minorities,
including Christians, Sikhs
and Parsis

"Our Constitution does
not allow violence and the
killing of mnocents in the
name of religion. People are
exploiting religious senti-
ments for personal disputes,”
Asif said

Referring to the resolu-
tion, the minister further
stated that such a move was
essential to improve the

country 's international repu-
tation.

Pakistan has witnessed a
spike in mob lynching and
incidents of violence against
minorities in the name of reli-
gion during recent years.

Last month, a Christian
man in his seventies was at-
tacked by a mob on charges
of desecrating the Holy
Quran and later died of his
injuries in Sargodha, Punjab.

Similaryly, over 90
Christian homes and 21
churches were vandalised
when hundreds of people ri-
oted through a Christian
neighbourhoed in Faisal-
abad's Jaranwala tehsil last

-

ear.
In 2021, a Sri Lankan
factory manager was also
lynched in one of the high-
est-profile incidents in the
country. Six people were
sentenced to death for their
part in the lynching after the
incident sparked a global
outcry —RT/Agency

JUI-F And PTI Agree That
"Military Operation Not A
Solution To The Problem"

ISLAMABAD:
Tehree! Insaf (PTI) and
the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-
Fazl (JUI-F) have said that
military operation is not the
solution to the problems after
the government approved the
operation " Azm-e-Tstehkam"

The development came
during a meeting between
PTI's Asad Qaiser JUI-F
Emir  Maulana  Fazlur
Rehman on Saturday in Is-
lamabad, a statement re-
leased on Sunday said, with
both expressing concern over
the deteriorating security, law
and order situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

Both politicians stressed
the role of political parties in
achieving peace and stability
in the province

The two sides also agreed
on fulfilling the role of oppo-
sition in the National Assem-
bly as well as on the constitu-
tion of a political committee
to address various issues be-
tween them and formulate a
political strategy.

They also agreed on play-
ing their role for establishing
brotherly  relations  with
Afghanistan and also called
for the establishment of an
economic corridor with the
neighbouring country at bor-
der erossing points.

The two parties' statement
regarding military operation
comes a day after Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif gave
the go-ahead 1o " Azm-e-ls-
tehkam®, a national counter-
terrorism drive to tum up the
heat on militants targeting the
state of Pakistan

Separately, speaking out-

Pakistan [

side the Parliament House
today, PTI Chairman Barris-
ter Gohar Khan said that the
legislature must be taken into
confidence before any opera-
tion is launched.

"We do not support any
operation,”  said  Qasier,
adding that any decision or
agreement reached must be
brought before the parlia-
ment

The government's deci-
sion to launch a new opera-
tion was taken during a meet-
ing of the Central Apex
Committee on National Ac-
tion Plan (NAP), which was
approved with the consensus
of all stakeholders including
provinces, Gilgit Baltistan
(GE) and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK), a statement
from the PM's Office said.

The renewed and full-
blown kinetic efforts of the
armed forees would be aug-
mented by full support from
all law enforcement agencies.

The move comes as the
country has wimessed a sig-
nificant surge in terrorist at-
tacks in recent months result-
ing in scores of both civilian
and security forces' casual-
tes,

Pakistan has time again
called on Afghanistan’s Tal-
iban-led administration 1o
prevent its soil from being
used by various terrorist or-
sanisations against Pakistan
— an allegation Kabul has
denied

According to the (1 2024
Secunty Report issued by the
Centre for Research and Se-
curity Studies (CRSS) re-
warding terrorism-related sta-
tistics in the first four months
of 2024, the country wit-
nessed at least 432 violence-
linked fatalities and 370 in-
juries  among  civilians,
security personnel and out-
laws resulting from as many
a5 245 incidents of terror at-
tacks and counter-terror oper-
ations.

Among the 432 faalities,
281 included that of civilians
and security forces person-
el

At least 92% of all fatal-
ities and 86% of attacks, in-
cluding those related to ter-
rorism and security forces
operations, were recorded
in KP and Balochistan
provinces in the first quar-
ter of 2024, the report
said —RT/Agency

Government Accepts All Of PPP’s
Demands Ahead Of Budget

[SLAMABAD: The Pak-
istan Muslim League-
Mawaz (PML-N)-led gov-
ernment has accepted all
demands of its major ally,
the Pakistan Peoples

Party (PPP), sources told |

media on Sunday

The development
came in the third round of
talks between the negoti-
ating committees of the
PML-N and PPF, after the

latter expressed concern

for not taking it to confi-
dence regarding the fed-
eral budget.

“The government will
prefer the PPP for devel-
opment funds and ap-
pointments on adminis-
trative posts in Punjab,”
the sources said.

Raja Pervez Ashraf,
Ali  Haider Gillani,
Nadeem Afzal Chan and
Hassan Murtaza from the
PPP participated in the
forum. Whereas, PML-N
was represented by Pun-
jab Assembly Speaker
Ahmed Khan, Rana
Sanaullah and Khawaja
Saad Rafique among oth-
ers.

The sources said the
PML-MN  has accepted
PPP’s demands regarding
district administrations,
appointment of law offi-
cers, representation in
various boards and au-

thorities, early holding of
local bodies election, dis-
tribution of development
funds equal to PML-N
lawmakers.

The PPP has de-
manded appointment of
an additional secretary in
the chief m er secre-
tariat whose job would be
to resolve the issues faced
by the party only, they
said

The Punjab gowvern-
ment would appoint dis-
trict deputy commission-
ers, district police officers
and revenue officers in
consultation with the PPP
in the areas where the po-
litical party has a signifi-
cant support, the sources
said

Sources said 12 such
districts were pointed out
including Multan, Muzat-
fargarh, Rahim Yar Khan,

Rawalpindi and Rajanpur.
The PPP would be con-
sulted in appointment of a
district officer in these
areas, the sources added

On the other hand, the
PPP offered to appoint
district officers of PML-
N’s choice in Sindh areas
despite the ruling party
not having a representa-
tion there.

“The PPP delegation
will present a report about
all their discussion to PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari tomorrow and the
PML-M delegation will
present its report to Prime

1 r Shehbaz Sharif,”

they said.

They said if they
agreed, then a written
agreement  would be
signed following which
it would be imple-
mented —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will
mount fresh diplomatic ef-
forts to persuade the interim
Afghan Taliban government
to dismantle terrorist sanctu-
anies as part of the new pl;m
approved by the country’s
civil and military leaders|
people familiar with devel-
opment revealed here on
Sunday.

The Central Apex Com-
mittee of the National Action
Plan (NAP) on Saturday
gave a go ahead to launch a
new military  campaign
named Operation Azm-e-Is-
tehkam to eradicate terrorism
and extremism.

Sources said the new
campaign has two prongs:
one addresses the internal se-
curity situation, while the
other focuses on external
threats emanating from
Afghanistan

While kineric operation
and intelligence based cam-
paign against terrorist outfits
will be intensified under the

Pakistan Plans New
Diplomatic Push Against
TTP Sanctuaries In
Afghanistan Amid
'Azm-e-Istehkam'

p. 2021, the number of terronist

renewed anti-terror drive, a
fresh diplomatic effort will
be launched to neutralise the
threat coming from the
neighbouring country.

Since the retum of Tal-
iban in Kabul in August

attacks has only gone up,
much to the dismay of Tslam-
abad
The first five months of
this year saw 83 per cent in-
crease in terrorist anacks,
forcing authorities t launch
a fresh campaign against mil-
itant groups. Sources said
under the new plan, Pakistan
will once again approach the
Kabul regime, giving it a
chance 10 come good on its
promises in eradicating ter-
rorist  sanctuaries. Sources
added thar Pakistan will also
seek China's help in per-
suading the Afghan Taliban
to review their strategy re-
the banned
Taliban Pakistan

i
ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek saf (PTI) has re-
jected National
Speaker Ayaz Sadig
sion to suspend the member-
ship of PTI MNA Sanaullah
Mastikhel
The PTI has called its
parliamentary meeting before
the National Assembly ses-
sion on Sunday (today)
Barrister  Gauhar
ongly cundcmn

&
will protest inside and out-
side the House against the
Spuaku s

/e will decide our plan
of action for the rest of the
budget session in the parlia-
mentary party meeting.”
The PTI chairman said
Sanaullah Mastikhel s words

was a slip of the tongue,

PTI Rejects
Suspension Of
MNA Mastikhel's
Membership

¢ government in the Hous
- but its members were not al-

» MNA. We requested the

adding the party wanted to
expose the real face of the

lowed to speak on the point
of objection.

“It is not our way.
Sanaullah Mastikhel con-
demned the words and was
ready to seek apology.

Earlier, MNA  Tarig
Cheema had used offensive
words a st our female

speaker to suspend his mem-
bership for three days,” the
PTI chairman said.

2s5¢ are very important
legnslative days. We said that
Sanaullah Mastikhel should
not be suspended for the en-
tire session but our words
were not  accepted, he

said —RT/Agency

Tarar Supports Asif with
'Headphone Lao' Amid
Opposition's Sloganeerlng

[SLAMABAD: As the
Mational Assembly on
Sunday saw a ruckus-
marred session on federal
budget 2024-25, Law
Minister Azam Nazeer
Tarar came to Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif's
rescue amid sloganeering
by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PT1)-backed Sunni
Ittehad Council (SIC)
members.

The lower house ses-
sion went off track to ex-
change views over a new
military operation to root
out militancy, saw turbu-
lence ensued from the op-
position benches.

While Asif spoke on
the assembly's floor. the
opposition MNAs loudly
chanted slogans such as
"End the operation”, and
"We want peace” against
the newly-approved 'Azm-
e-Istehkam’' operation
aimed at eliminating ter-
rorism from the country,
causing disturbance dur-
ing the minister's speech

Asif said that the oppo-
sition was "standing with
the terrorists™, not the
country as the PTI vehe-
mently opposed the opera-
tion

The defence minister
said he was speaking
about the country's secu-
rity. but the PTI's only
oal was to protest and not

neither with the coun

nor with the Constitution.
During all the commo-
tion, Tarar stood up and
told Asif to put on the
headphones to avoid dis-
turbance as the latter was
unable to speak due to to
noise. A video of the mo-
ment was captured on na-
tional TV where the law
minister was heard telling
Asif in Punjabi: "Head-
phone lao bhaijaan.. Allah
di  kasmay. mic na
kadeva .. (Put on the head-
phones brother.. T swear to
God... don't take off the
mic) Ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz's
(PML-N) rival PTI staged
a walkout from the NA
session for an hour and re-
turned later. The lawmak-
ers from the opposition
said that they weren't
taken into confidence over
the operation. while the
government assured them

that their concerns would
be addressed

The Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif-led gov-
emment had Saturday an-
nounced the fresh counter-
terrorism operation,
pledging to utilise the full
strength of the country's
resources, including m
tary, diplomatic, and leg-
islative, to root out the
militancy. The  Central
Apex Commitiee on Na-
tional Action Plan (NAP)
gave the approv al for the
operation. m which top uf—

were present,
PTI-backed y
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur.
The move comes as
the country has wit-
nessed a significant surge
in terrorist attacks in re-
cent months re: bul(mg in
scores of both
and security fi <
alties —RT/Agency

Israel's defence minister heads
to Washington amid Gaza
conflict, Hezbollah tensins

JERUSALEM Israeli
Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant headed to Wash-
ington on Sunday to dis-
cuss the next phase of the
Gaza war and escalating
hostilities on the border
with Lebanon, where ex-
changes of fire with
Hezbollah have stoked
fears of wider conflict

Tran-backed Hezbol-
lah began attacking Israel
shortly after Hamas™ Oc-
tober 7 assault sparked
the war in Gaza, and the
sides have been trading
blows in the months
since then. Hezbollah has.
said it will not stop unil
there is a ceasefire in
Gaza

“We are prepared for
any action that may be
required in Gaza,
Lebanon, and in more
areas,” Gallant said in a
statement before setting
off to Washington, where
he said he would meet
his counterpart Lloyd
Austin and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken

Earlier in  lune,
Hezbollah targeted Is-
raeli towns and military
sites with the largest val-
leys of rockets and

drones in the hostilities
so far, after an Israeli
strike killed the most
senior Hezbollah com-
mander yer.

US  envoy Amos
Hochstein visited Israel
and Lebanon last week in
an attempt 10 cool ten-
sions, amid an uptick in
cross-border fire and an
escalation in rhetoric on
both sides. An Israeli sol-
dier  was severely
wounded on Sunday by a
drone strike, the military
aid

Some lsraeli officials
have linked the ongoing
Israeli push into Rafah -
the southern area of Gaza
where it says it is rarget-
ing the last hattalions of

w

Hamas - to a potential

focus on Lebanon
Gallant appeared to

make the same link in his

statement.
“The transition to
Phase C in Gaza is of

great importance. | will
discuss this transition
with US officials, how it
may enable additional
things and I know that
we will achieve close co-
aperation with the IIS on
this issue as well,” Gal-
lant said

Scaling back Gaza op-
erations would free up
forces to take on Hezbol-
lah, if lsrael were to
launch a ground offensive
or step up its aerial bom-
bardments —RT/Agency

-Can you believe this?

Elephant In Zambia Pulls US
Tourist Out Of Safari Vehicle,
Tramples Her To Death

| ¥

In a terrifying incident, a
US tourist from New Mex-
ico was killed by an ele-

phant in Zambia after it at- |3

tacked her vehicle duringa
safari drive on Wednesday.
Officials reported that the

elephant pulled Juliana §
Gle Tourneau, 64, out of

the vehicle and trampled
her, Metro reported. The
incident oceurred near the
Maramba Cultural Bridge
in Livingstone when the
group had stopped due to
traffic caused by an ele-
phant herd

She was taken to a
clinic in Mosi-oa-Tunya
National Park, where she
was declared dead on ar-
rival. According to a police
statement, her injuries
cluded deep wounds on the
right shoulder blade and
forehead. a fractured left
ankle, and a slightly de-
pressed chest.

Ms  Tourneau died
around 550 pm "after
being knocked
parked vehicle which had
stopped due to traffic

caused by elephants
around the Maramba Cul-
tural Bridge”, Southern
Province Police Commis-
sioner Auxensio Daka told

Zambian station ZNBC on fi

Friday.

Officials did not say
whether anyone else was
injured or what led to the
elephant's aggression.

This tragic event marks
the second fatal elephant
attack on a US tourist in
Zambia this year. In
March, Gail Mattson, a 79-
year-old  woman  from
Minnesota, was killed in a
similar incident during a

Kafue National Park An
elephant charged and over-
turned the truck, resulting
in her death and injuries to
others. In response to
Zambian
authorities  have urged
tourists to exercise ex-
treme caution while ob-
serving wildlife. Similar
concerns have been raised
in neighbouring countries
like  Zimbabwe  and
Botswana, which have also
reported increasing ele-
phant populations  and
deadly attacks in recent
years —RT/Agency
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