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IMF Bailout Prevails Over Populism: Tax-Heavy R§18.9

ISLAMABAL: Federal Min-
ister for Finance Muhammad
Aurangzeb has unveiled a
budget of Rs18.877 trillion
for the fiscal year 2024-25, a
30" increase over the previ-
ous year.

While presenting the
budget in National Assembly
on Wednesday, Aurangzeb
described the budget as bal-
anced, with resources match-
ing expenditures at Rs18 877
trillion

Cm the parliament floor,
Aurangzeb announced a his-
toric development budget
(PSDP) of Rs1.5 lnlllon He
also declared a 25% salary
increase for government em-
ployees in grades 1-16 and a
22% increase for those in

2. Pensions will

Minimum wages in the
private sector will increase 1o
Rs36,000 per month, up from
Rs32,000 last vear. Funds for
the Benazir Income Support
Programme will grow by
27% to Rs393 billion for
FY25

Aurangzeb confirmed that
income tax rates for salaried
individuals  remain  un-
changed, with the exemption
limit at Rs600,000 annually.

The budget presentation
was marked by opposition
uproar in the National As-
sembly

Aurangzeb  expressed
gratitude to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, PML-N
leader Nawaz Sharif, and
ather coalition leaders for

their guidance in preparing
the budget.

"Mr Speaker, despite po-
litical and economic chal-
lenges, our progress over the
past year has been impres-
sive." Aurangzeb said. urging
the nation to revitalise the
ECONOITTY.

He praised the govem-
ment’s determination in ad-
dressing  economic  chal-
lenges and pledged to
accelerate development
under Shehbaz's leadership.
He highlighted a homegrown
agenda that has navigated
economic  difficulties and
stimulated development.

Aurangzeb acknowledged
hurdles such as depleted for-
eign reserves, a 40% rupee
depreciation, stagnant
wrowth, and soaring inflation
pushing citizens below the
poverty line.

He credited the previous
PDM govemment for secur-
ing a crucial nine-month IMF
programme in June 2023,
which averted econamic col-
lapse.

"The previous IMF pro-
gramme was ending, and a
new deal was essential to pre-
vent a default. 1T commend
Shehbaz Sharif*s government
for their efforts,” he said

Aurangzeb noted im-
Provements in economic in-
dicators, attributing these
successes 10 the effons of the
PM and his team

"Inflation stood at 11.8%
in May, a notable achieve-
ment considering the chal-

Budget 2024-25 Unveiled

lenges. We're on the right
track, and inflation is likely
to decrease further," he said.

He highlighted bolstered
foreign exchange reserves
and growing international in-
vestor interest. He applauded
the State Bank's decision to
cut interest rates to combat
inflation, congratulating She-
hbaz Sharif and his team

"These achievements are
not ordinary. As a result, the
country has exited a difficult
time," he said

Aurangzeb emphasised
patience and collective effort
for sustainable economic de-
velopment, cautioning that
progress cannot be acceler-
ated overnight.

"There is a need for pa-
tience and extreme hard
work, combined with home-
grown corrective plans, The
public must work together
with institutions 1o achieve
our economic goals," he said.

Aurangzeb highlighted
several key measures and re-
forms. The FBR's tax poli-
cies and digitisation efforts
have registered 3,400 retul-

ers, with PM Shehbaz Sharif
closely monitoring these ini-
tiatives.

He pointed out that Pak-
istan’s tax-to-GDP ratio is
wvery low and requires re-
forms, with the federal gov-
emment collaborating with
provincial govemments for
fiscal stability.

The govermment is intro-
ducing pension reforms to
save Rs45 billion and has ap-
proved right-sizing in PWE,
which has been closed. A
high-level committee will ex-
amine the government's
structure and provide recom-
mendations in two and a half
maonths.

State units like PTA and
the Roosevelt Hotel will be
privatised 1o promoie the pri-
vate sector, with Rs622 bil-
lion in liabilities ransferred
from PIA’s balance sheetto a
holding company set up in
March 2024, Major airports,
starting with Islamabad Inter-
national Airport, will be out-
sourced by July 2024,

The BISP funds will be
raised by 27%, with 300,000

new households included in
the programme.

Aurangzeb noted Rs5 bil-
lion allocated for an agricul-
ture mark-up scheme, with fi-
nancing to boost the sector.
which constitutes 24% of

P

The energy sector will re-
ceive Rs253 billion, focusing
on reducing losses and pro-
moting wind and solar power.
Efforts are underway to
freeze debt from power re-
forms and involve the private
sector.

The IT sector will receive
Rs79 billion, with plans for
an IT park in Karachi and ef-
forts to increase exports to
$3.5 billion this year

A national digital com-
mission will be introduced to
advance digital solutions
The social welfare and edu-
cation sectors will see Rs206
billion allocated for water re-
sources, Rs8 billion for an IT
park in Karachi. and Rs206
billion for drinking water
projects.

Smart screens, tablets
blended learning, and e-li-
braries will be provided in
schools, with six-month 1T
courses offered 1 students

Overseas Pakistanis will
be facilitated in sending re-
mittances, with Rs90 billion
allocated for this purpose.
recognising their crucial role
in the economy.

Aurangzeb presented a
positive economic outlook,
expecting 3.6% growth in the
next fiscal year and keeping

inflation around 12%. Signif-
icant allocations include de-
fence (Rs2.015 billion), pen-
sions (Rs1.014 billion), and
power sector  subsidies
(Rs1.363 billion).

Efforts are being made 1o
attract global climate finance
and improve Pakistan's eco-
nomic growth through a
homegrown reform agenda
The PSDF allocation of
Rs1.500 billion will focus on
infrastructure, social sector
duc.lopmcm, and strategic
projec

In F‘I2‘ Rs30 billion has
been carmarked for the pro-
duction sector, with a com-
prehensive Karachi package
introducing special projects
for Karachi. Hyderabad,
Sukkur, and Benazirabad

The tax-10-GDP ratio will
be increased through eco-
nomic digitisation and a pro-
eressive tax system. The un-
documented economy will be
brought under the tax net
through digitisation, with the
FBR introducing personal in-
come tax reforms.

Under these reforms. tax
exemptions will remain un-
changed at Rs600,000 for
salaried individuals. The
minimum wage is set ai
Rs36,000

The government is com-
mitted 1o facilitating ex-
POTIErS, TECOENISING exports
as the economy's backbone
Different tax slabs have been
implemented for filers and
non-filers, with a capital
gains tax fixed at 15% for fil-

gsand up to 45% for non-fil-

ons
many products will be re}

duced or eliminated, with an
18% sales tax imposed on
mobile phones and motor car
taxes based on vehicle price.

BISP beneficiaries will
increase to 10 million, with
sales tax on fextiles and
leather raised to 15%. Ad-
vance tax scope will expand
to document traders, while
tax on the Pakistan Stock Ex-
Lhd.ﬂ e will increase from 1%
to 2.25%.

Capital gains tax on non-
flers will go as high as 45%,
while for filers, it will stay at

504
The FBR will i impose per-
sonal income tax on incomes
exceeding Rs600,000) annu-
ally, ensuring higher incomes
are taxed more

The govemnment has allo-
cated Rs4 billion for ¢-bikes
and plans to support ex-
porters through joint ven-
tures. especially with Chinese
companies under CPEC
phase-11

Recent visits to China re-
sulted in several Molls aimed
at promoting trade and in-
vestment in sectors such as
iron and steel, automobiles,
and textiles

The Pakistan Climate
Change Authority will be ac-
tivated 10 promote solar and
wind energy, with Rs206 bil-
lion allocated for water proj-
ects

Tron and steel scrap will

“a

Trillion

begxempted fitm,
elintinate the misuse
invoices, Tax rates fo

will, be ady
18%, which will
consumers.

The GSL on the tier-1 fex-

Sales Off cigarettes
1 bb pcrm\lst,d
Dy

crease to Rs3 per kg from
Rs2 per kg,

Customs duty exemptions
on hybrid car imports will be
aholished, and duties on steel
and paper products will in-
crease. Incentives will be in-
troduced for the import of
plant and machinery, raw ma-
terials, and batteries for the
solar panel industry.

Health insurance will be
provided to 5,000 journalists
mnitially. and later to 10,000
journalists. Rs79 billion has
been proposed for the IT sec-
tor, with incentives for im-
porting plant and machinery
for the solar panel industry.

The budget aims to
gate people's problems, trans-
form the agriculture sector,
promote information technol-
ogy, boost exports, promote

dustrial growth, and bolster
businesses. It has been for-
mulated considering domes-
tic and international chal-
lenges, aiming (o present a
pro-people, business-friendly,
and progressive federal
budget —RT/Agency

PPP Extended
Invitation To Rejoin
Federal Cabinet

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has de-
cided 1o expand the federal
cabinet after the budger and
has invited the Pakistan Peo-
ples' Party (PPP) 1o join the
govemment formally,
sources told media.

According to the report
published wday, senior polit-
ical leaders from the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and allied
parties will be included in the
cabinet

The publication stated
that the prime minister has
started working for the inclu-
sion of new cabiner members
and has once again invited
the PPP to be a part of the
cahinet with talks going on in
this regard

After the decision of the
leadership, this matter will be
kept before the top decision-
making body of the party —
the Central Executive Com-
mittee (CEC) — which will
make the final call

The report said that Fed-
eral Minister Ahsan Igbal has

en an important task
by the PML-N leadership fol-
lowing which he has con-
tacted Balochistan Chief
Minister Sarfraz Bugti and
Qamar Zaman Kaira on the
issue

It is important 10 note that
after the elections, the PPP
decided against joining the
PML-N alliance in the Centre
and Punjab but voted for
Shehbaz Sharif as prime min-
istel

The PPP had initially de-
cided not to take any min-
istries and had limited itself
to only constitutional and
parliamentary posts as per a

i o 3
formula aueed with the
PML-N However, the party
changed its mind recently
and expressed its desire 1o
join the Punjab government
if offered "a  proper
share" Senior PPP leader and
Senate Chairman  Yousuf
Raza Gilani made the an-
nouncement last month while
speaking with journalists in
Multan at his residence The
party leadership could
consider joining the cabi-
net of Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif if
provided with a proper
space in the province, he
had said —RT/Agency

Arrest Warrant Issued For
Khawar Maneka In Land

Grabbing Case

SAHIWAL: A special judge
of anti-corruption has issued
arrest warrant for Former
first lady Bushra Bibi's ex-
husband Khawar Mancka
and his son Musa Maneka,
media reported As per de-
tails, special judge anti-cor-
ruption Asif Bashir also or-
dered the authorities to arrest
Khawar Maneka and his son
and present them before
court.On August 11, 2023,
anti-gorruption Okara
booked Maneka and his sons
in 4 case pertaining to con-
structing a market atter grab-
bing the land. The Anti-cor-
ruption stated that the market
construction has costed mil-
lians of losses to the national
kitty.On September 25 2023,
the Punjab Anti-Corruption
Establishment (ACE) ar-
rested  Khawar  Farid
Maneka, ex-husband of Pak-

istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chief Imran Khan's wife
Bushra Bibi, on illegal con-
struction  charges  in
Lahore An ACE spokesper-
son confirmed the arrest of
Maneka saying that he was
apprehended on charges of il-
legally constructing & mar-
riage hall on the cemetery
land Later, in another case
the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) commenced

inquiry against Bushra Bibi's
ex-hushand, over complaints
financial
irregularities. Khawar
Maneka and his family are
accused of taking huge finan-
cial benefits during the tenure
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf govemment. The NAB
has begun collecting the
record of the assets owned by
Khawar Maneka and his fam-
ily members —RT/Agency
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Budget 2024-25:
Government

Employees To Get A
25% Pay Increase

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance Muhammad
Aurangzeh on \\edneeda}
announced that up to 25%
crease in the salaries of gov-
emment employees has been
proposed in the budget for
fiscal year 2024-25

The minister presented
the federal budget for FY25
in today’s Mational Assembly
session

During his budget speech,
Auvrangzeb said that the gov-
emment would adopt a three-
pronged strategy to reform
the pension scheme in line
with international best prac-

s
He said that the govem-
ment had to pay unfunded
pension liability, which was
increasing every year. He
said after reforms in the pen-
sion scheme, the pension lia-
bility would be reduced con-
in next three

decades.
The minister said that for

- povernment would deposit

fresh employees, a contribu-
tory pension scheme would
be introduced for which the

its share every month

Moreover, a pension fund
would be created to manage
the lizbility, he added

He proposed a 20-25%
increase in the salaries on ad-
hoc basis and 15% enhance-
ment in the pensions of the
federal government Emp]o‘.

PPP Warns PML-N: Do Not
Underestlmate Us

ISLAMABAD: Rifts be-
tween the Pakistan Peoples
Party Parliamentarian (PPPP)
and the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz  (PMLN)
deepened on Wednesday as
main ally of PML-N govern-
ment had only a token partic-
ipation in the National As-
sembly's budget session after
the ruling party didn't bother
10 address PPPP's reserva-
tions about budget.
The disgruntled lawmak-

budger session; that 100 after
the Depury Prime Minister &
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
rushed to PPP chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto-Zardari's cham-
ber, requesting that the party
should artend the budger ses-
sion

However, the PPP chair-
man only sent three of his
MNAs,  Naveed Qamar,
Khursheed Shah and ljaz
lakhrani, to represent PPPP
in the session as the party
feels that PML-N has not
only deviated from its post-
election

the agresment Lha[ it reached
with PPPP before farming
the government in the Center
as it has not taken any input
from its key ally in the PSDP
budget,” PPPP Secretary In-
formation  Shazia  Marri
shared with The Express Tri-
bune, “the government is tak-
ing us for granted. ™

The party spokesperson
said that both the parties had
agreed that they would con-
sult on Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP)
programme and take PPPP's
recommendations in this re-
gard but that hasn’t hap-
pened. Marri said that the

ees, realising their fi
hardships due to the in-
creased inflation

The minister said despite
financial constraints, the
government had decided to
give 25% ad-hoc relief in the
salaries of employees from
Grade 1-16 and 20% to
Grade-17-22  employees
aimed at increasing their pur-
chase powerHe also an-
nounced to increase the min-
imum wages from existing
Rs32,000 to Rs 36,000 per
month —RT/Agency

MQM-P Expected To
Secure Two Additional
Ministries

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has de-
cided to expand the federal
cabinet after the budget
2024-25 and has invited the
Pakistan Peoples™  Party
(PPP), a key ally, to join the
federal government, media
reported on Wednesday cit-
ing sources

Sources said that senior
political leaders from the rul-
ing Pakistan Muslim League-
MNawaz (PML-N) and allied
parties will be included in the
cabinet after budget

MOM-Pakistan (MOQM-
P} and Balochistan Awami
Party (BAP) will get 2, 2
ministnies each, they say

Additionally, to woo PPP,
Federal Minister Ahsan Igbal
has been given an important
task by the PML-N leader-
ship.

It is important o note that
after the elections, the PPP
decided against joining the
PML-N alliance in the Cen-
tre and Punjab but voted for
Shehbaz Sharif as prime

mimster —RT/Agency

started taking PPPP for
granted. The PPP chairman
and the rest of the party law-
makers were conspicuous by
their absence when the ses-
sion started

“The PML-N has violated

but it has gon

side only briefed
a few party lawmakers a few
days ago but nothing has
happened after that, adding
that the token participation in
today’s session makes it clear
PM Shehbaz and the govern-
ment hasn't given any assur-

ances 1o PPPP.

Had Dar not come 10 re-
quest Bilawal and assure thar
the govemment will look into
the issue, Marri said, PPPP
wouldn’t even have partici-
pated in the session at all. To
a question what will be
PPPP's next move, Marri
said thar it was up to the gov-
emment how it moves on
from here on as the ball was
in the govemment's court

Responding to the ques-
tion if PPPP would help the
government pass the budget,
Marri said that the govemn-
ment still has time to address
PPPP's concerns. “We are
not blackmailers; we act re-
spansibly,” she said, “but the
government shouldn’t take us
for granted.” She said that
PPPP wants to subsidise
farmers, strategise taxation
and avoid regressive taxa-
tion —RT/Agency

Opposition Denounces Budget

As Fake And Anti-People

ISLAMABAD: Leader of

the opposition in National
Assembly  Omar  Ayub
termed the federal budget
as anti-people and said that
the government didn’t con-
sult any stakeholder.

Talking to media outside
the parliament house after
the budget speech of Fi-
nance Minister Muhammad
Awurangzeb, the opposition
leader said that the constitu-
tion was violated for the
very first time in National
Asgembly during the pres-
entation of budget

“I have presented four
budgets in this house. These
are fake documents as gov-
ernment didn’t mention the
total volume of budget and
said the opposi-

He added that the PTI
wovernment  eliminated
electricity loadshedding by
0 percent during its tenure,
“The PPP has stabbed
the government in the back
as th As didn’t want
to participate in the budget
session today,” Ayub said.
MNA Ali Muhammad
Khan of Sunni Ittehad

Council said that the ﬁlldé.tﬂ
is anti-people as it doesn’™t
have anything for the

majority in the house was
thrown on the opposition
benches. The budget was

presented by those who
reached parliament on
Form-47." said Ali Muham-
mad Khan —RT/Agency
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TMK’s Pir Ashfaq Saeed
Sarhandi demands
assistance for three

deceased sanltary workers

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Former District
Naib Nazim and
renowned political and
social figure of Tando
Muhammad Khan, Pir

Ashfag Saced Sarhandi, |}

has expressed profound
distress over the tragic
death of three sanitary
workers. Sarhandi attrib-

uted this heartbreaking @

incident to the incompe-
tence of the municipal
administration. which he
believes led to the un-
timely loss of three pre-
cious lives,

In a  statement,
Sarhandi extended his
heartfelt condolences to
the families of the de-
ceased, acknowledging
the deep grief and loss
they are experiencing
He emphasized the need
for the government to

step in and provide im-
mediate assistance to the
bereaved families, ensur-
ing that their legitimate

demands are met
promptly.
“This incident is a

glaring example of the
negligence within our
municipal administra-
tion,”  Sarhandi re-
marked. "We stand with
the families in their time
of sorrow and urge the
government to take nec-

essary actions to support
them."Pir Ashfag Saeed
Sarhandi's call to action
highlights the urgent
need for government in-
tervention to address the
grievances of the ai-
fected families and pre-
vent such tragedies in the
future, His demand un-
derscores the importance
of accountability and
support for those who
suffer due to administra-
tive failures

UC Chairman Haji Gul
Hassan Laghari leads
protest against auctioning
of Badin cattle market

By Jibran Talpur

BADIN: Nearby to Tal-
har, at Union Council
Lakhi at Mirwah, Chair-
man Haji Gul Hassan
Laghari, Vice Chairman
Muhammad Hussain
Mallah, councilors
Gharam Khan Chandio,
Khamiso Thebo, Rasool
Bux Laghari, Anwar Mal-
lah, local leaders of Pak-
istan  People’s  Party
Imdad Lashari, Urs
Laghari and Kareem Bux
Chandio, along with vari-
ous political and social
leaders, protested in front

of the District Council of

Tando Muhammad Khan
against its Chairman
Qasim MNaveed Qamar
During the protest, they
stated that the weekly cat-
tle market, which has
been operating in our
Union Council Lakhi at
Mirwah for the past 40-50
vears and is owned by the
Union Council, has been
auctioned off using illegal
authority. They claimed
that this is the first in-
stance in Sindh where the
District Council of Tando
Muhammad Khan, with-
out taking the Union
Council Chairman into

confidence, has colluded
and treated the market as
loot, giving it to a con-
tractor in an illegal man-
ner. The Chairman stated
that previously, when
was Chairman on a PML-
N's ticket, no one inter-
fered in my Union Coun-
cil. Now that 1 have
joined the Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party and become
Chairman, significant de-
velopment work was
being done in the Union
Council from the income
of the cattle market. To
halt this progress, influen-

tial political parties have
clandestinely transferred
the market to the District
Council and auctioned it
off, betraying the people
here. The Chairman as-
serted that no local repre-
sentatives, including
councilors, were taken
into confidence. The
rights of the Union Coun-
cil should be returned,
otherwise, we will set up
a hunger strike camp and
go on hunger strike until
death and we will stage a
sit-in in front of the Dis-
trict Chairman's office.

Mayor Larkana Anwar
Ali Luhar reviews
arrangements for

Eid-ul-Azha

By Saleem Scomro

LARKANA: An important
meeting was held in the con-
ference hall of the Municipal
Corporation under the chair-
manship of Mayor Larkana
Anwar Ali Luhar regarding
the peace and security situa-
tion in the city. In the meet-
ing, Deputy Commissioner
Sharjeel Noor Channa and
SSP Larkana Mir Rohail
Khan Khoso also partici-
pated. Various officials, in-
cluding municipal, police,

and revenue officers, were
also present at the meeting.
Mumicipal  Commissioner
Javaid Abbasi briefed Mayor

Thursday, June 13, 2024

Larkana Anwar Ali Luhar,
Deputy Commissioner Shar-
jeel Noor Channa and SSP
Larkana Mir Rohail Khan
Khoso in detail.

They discussed various
issues, such as the peace and
security situation across the
city, the security plan for
Eid-ul-Azha. Mavor
Larkana, DC and SSP as-
sured that all necessary
measures would be taken to
deal with possible rains and
to improve the city's devel-
opment and prosperity. They
expressed their commitment
to promoting mutual cooper-
ation for the betterment of
the city.

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: The All Jiskani
Welfare Association
(ATWA) of Sindh staged a
protest in front of the
Khanpur Mahar Press
Club, calling for the im-
mediate arrest of those re-
sponsible for the murder
of Nisar Jiskani in
Naushehro Feroze. Lead-
ing the protest were
Jiskani Welfare leaders
Shahnawaz liskani, Javed
Jiskani, Raheel Ahmed
Jiskani, and others

The leaders expressed
their frustration and grief
over the lack of progress
in the investigation. They
condemned the Naushehro
Feroze Police for their

Khanpur Mahar’s

Jiskani community

demands arrests of
Nisar Jiskani’s Kkillers

g e o s

failure to apprehend the
killers of Nisar Jiskani,
who was brutally mur-
dered. During the protest,
ATWA leaders urged the
Inspector General of Sindh
and the Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) of
Naushehro to take imme-
diate action. "We demand
that the killers of Nisar
Jiskani be arrested without
further delay and face the
harshest punishment," said
Shahnawaz Jiskani. The
protest highlighted the
cmnmunity'i demand for
Jumce and accountability,

pressing the authorities to
act swiftly to bring the
perpetrators to justice and
ensure the safery and secu-
rity of the residents

Target fertilizer and
pesticides’

holds an awareness
seminar for JNA’s
growers

By Hakim Balech

JAM NAWAZ ALL: In a
seminar held in Jam

| Mawaz Ali, the agricul-

HYDERABAD: Residents of Chalgari are holding a protest demonstration against the
non-availability of drinking water in their locality.-RT

tural company Target
aimed to  increase
awareness among farm-
ers about the use of
agricultural medicines
and various fertilizers to
protect crops from dif-
ferent diseases. Criti-

j| cism was raised during

the seminar at a local
hotel, where agricultural
experts and farmers par-
ticipated extensively.
Target Company's Re-
gional Manager, Usman
Arain, Wajid Ali Arain,
Abdul Ghatoor Nohrio,
emphasized that Target
Company's standard fer-
tilizers and medicines
are available, including

company

Nitrogen, Phosphorus,
Potassium, Nitrate, and

Y
production and elim
nating pests such as
worms, termites, lo-
custs, aphids, and fungal
diseases. They empha-
sized the use of Target
Company's medicines
and fertilizers to
achieve higher vields
Among the attendees
were  Dilawar  Khan
Wassan, Ghulam Qadir
Wassan, Talib Katohar,
Khadim Hussain, Allah
Bakhsh, Shahnawaz
Shar, Hakim Nohrio,
Talib Chanhio, Bilal Ka-
tohar, Kamdar Ranjho
Khan, Karim Bux and
several other prominent
farmers who partici-
pated extensively

HYDERABAD: Sei

press club for the provision of justice.-RT

izens are holding a protest demonstration at the H)‘rnha

DC Tando Allahyar Muhammad
Ibrahim Almani reviews
arrangements for Eld-ul Azha

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR:
Deputy Commissioner Tando
Allahy Muhammad

Tbrahim Almani, has directed
all relevant officials of the
district to play their respec-
tive roles in maintaining
cleanliness, drainage, law
and order, religious harmony
and brotherhood throughout
the district during the Eid-ul-
Azha congregational prayers
d subsequent sacrificial ac-
tivities.

These directives were
given by him while presiding
over a conference held at the
Deputy Commissioner's Of-
fice in Tando Allahyar to re-
view arrangements for Eid-
ul-Azha. The meeting was
attended by Chairman Mu-
nicipal Committee Tando Al-

yar, Syed Samar Hassan
Shah  Rizvi. Additional
Deputy Commissioner Tando
Allahyar, Sajid Ali Pahore,
Assistant  Commissioner
Jhando  Marri, Shahzado i
Umair Jarwar, all town and
union chairpersons, depart-
ment heads including police,
health, local govemnment,
livestock, revenue, and other
relevant district officers, as
well as scholars.

During the occasion,
Deputy C ner Tando

sure effective arrangements
for cleaning and spraving
after the sacrificial animals
are s]au;h ere: Llunng Eid-

¥
ensuring the closure of open
manholes to provide a peace-
ful envirenment for the pub-

lic. Muhammad Tbrahim Al-
mani said that the district
administration is making
every effort 10 provide better
facilities to the public regard-

ing cleanl during Eic-ul-

Allahyar, Muhammad
Thrahim Almani, informed
the conference that strict re-
strictions would be imposed
on the use of load speakers
and banners on camps, build-
ings, or vehicles to gather
hides illegally during Eid-ul-
Azha. He directed the local
government officials to en-

Azha.

On this occasion, the
spokesperson of S5P Tando
Allahyar informed the con-
ference that foolproof secu-
rity arrangements are being
made for Eid-ul-Azha, and
security will also be provided
for congregational prayers
held across the district

Umerkot’s growers threaten
to self immolate themselves
over acute water shortage

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: Near
Samaro, farmers held
protest demonstrations
at two separate locations
against water scarcity,
blocking roads and stag-
ing sit-ins During a
protest on Heeral Wah,
one farmer threarened
self-immolation by
showing petrol and de-
manding  immediate
water supply, stating
that otherwise he would
set himself on fire as a
form of protest. Accord-
ing to the details, the
farmers
Branch, including Bi-
lawal Senhro and others,
protested and staged a
sit-in blocking the Mir-
purkhas-Kunri  main
road and disrupting traf-
fic for four hours
against shortage of
Mithrao Canal. Another
protest was held against
severe water shortage in
the Kangni Branch of
the Heeral Irrigation
Subdivision's  Heeral
Wah. Local residents
and farmers expressed
strong anger, with one

of Chhachh B

a8

Irshad Kalo,
g zelfrimmo-

farmer,
threaten

bottle of petrol.
protesting residents and
farmers blocked the
main road, stating that
due to the lack of water
in the tail end of eight
watercourses  in  the
Heeral Subdivision,
their thousands of acres
of crops have com-
pletely dried up and
been destroyed. The
area's farmers and resi-
dents, along with their

animals, are dying of
thirst. Leading the
protest, Irshad Kalro de-
manded that they be
given their rightful
share of water immedi-
ately, or else he would
set himself on fire, dis-
playing the bottle of
petrol he was holding as
an  ultimatum. Other
protest leaders included
Faqir Mir Hassan Kalro,
Dengano Donkai, Ghu-
lam Huszain Kachhelo,
Imam Bakhsh Kalro,
and others.

: Residents ofTamI‘o Rluhamﬁad Khan are holding a‘ plvlest demon-.
yderabad press club for the provision of justice.-RT

stration at the




Thursday, June 13, 2024

.REGI==NAL TIMES!
e

NATIO

PTI Selects Achakzai To Lead
Talks: Release Of Leaders And
Electoral Transparency On Agenda

)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Wednesday picked Pash-
tunkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PEMAP) Chairman Mah-
mood Khan Achakzai to lead
the negotiations via opposi-
tion alliance's platform
Tehreek-e-Tahafuz Ayeen
(TTAP), sources told media.

The development comes
after the PT1 leadership sup-
ported using the TTAP's plat-
form for negotiating with the
stakeholders, the sources

de

Meanwhile, PkMAP chief
Achakzai, who will be given
full authority to lead the
talks, will take further steps
in this regard once the PTI fi-
nalises its decision.

With the development of
a consensus of all the stake-
holders on a common charter
serving as the basis of the
talks, the negotiations will re-
volve around matters pertain-
ing to the release of incarcer-
ated leaders and workers,
electoral transparency, and
the constitutional boundaries
of the judiciary, parliament
and other state institutions.

5 ¢

4

Furthermore, the PTI's
political leadership will also
be part of the negotiations,
the sources said.

The development comes a
day after PTI Chairman Bar-
rister Gohar said that the
party's incarcerated founder,
Imran Khan, had given his
approval for talks with the

aid that the

Achakza

"We lnld the PT1 founder
that dialogue is necessary, as
he distance is wideni
agreed with us [on this
said Gohar, when speaking
with journalists outside the
Adiala jail

He lish contacts both inside and

The PTI chairman noted
that the former prime minis-
ter wanted the avenues of di-
alogue to be opened. He told
Jjournalists that Khan is ready
1o forgive what has happened
10 him for reconciliation.

“PTI founder has said
many times that T am ready
to forgive what happened to
me'," said the PTI chairman.

‘When asked if' the negoti-
ations will take place at the

behest of the Supreme
Court's advice, Barrister
Gohar said: "The option

given by the SC is also under
consideration.”

However, he emphasised
that it is PTI's "own decision”
to negotiate. "PTI founder
did not write any letter to the
SC for negotianon. PTI will
also respond to its negotia-
tion option." The PTI chiefs
comment comes days after
Khan decided to "step back"
from his rigid stance, order-
ing his party leaders to estab-

outside the Parliament to
ease the ongoing political
tension,  sources  told
media —RT/Agency

Fatal Shootout In Jhelum Claims Lives Of
Two ANF Personnel And Private Employee

JTHELUM: A shootout be-
tween  the
Force (ANF) and armed car
riders resulted in the deaths of
two ANF personnel and a pri-

vate employee near Jhelum g

on GT Road, media reported.

The incident occurred
near Kala Pul on GT Road
when an ANF team attempted
to0 stop a suspicious car. The
car's occupants opened fire
on the ANF team, leading 1o
the immediate deaths of Head
Constable Gulzar and Con-
stable Mazhar. A private em-
ployee, Zeeshan, was criti-
cally mjured and later
succumbed o his injuries in
the hospital

he three suspects managed
to escape into a nearby forest
while firing. Police and a
large contingent of ANF per-

Anti-Narcotics |§

sonnel  have launched a
search operation along GT
Road 1o locate the suspects.
An ANF spokesperson re-
ported that a car driver named
Shehzad has been arrested. In
his initial statement, Shehzad
claimed that a person named

Bilal from Kharian
booked his car

The search for the re-
maining suspects continues
as authorities intensify their
elforts to apprehend those
responsible for the at-
tack. —RT/Agency

had

PPP Not Briefed On Federal
Budget: Nafisa Shah

ISLAMABAD Pakistan
People's Party's MN A Nafisa
Shah on Wednesday said that
the PPP was not briefed over
the federal budger, media re-
ported

Talking in the budger
transmission of the media
Nafisa Shah expressed reser-
vations over the budger
adding that these reservations
will be presented 1o the gov-
emment. "We will settle the
issues with dialogue,” Shah
said.

"There is no option before
us of not extending support
o the government over
budget,” PPP leader said

"Whar is being discussed
with the IMF, I don't know,"

e R

PPP parliamentarian said
", PPP leader Nay-
var Bukhari had said that the
party has yet 10 decide 1o
support or oppose the budget.
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Tuesday met with

President Asif Ali Zardari
and discussed the country's
averall economic situation
and the upcoming annual
budget 2024-25.

Federal Minister for
Planning and Special Initia-
tives Professor Ahsan Igbal
also attended the meeting,
according to a President
House press release.

President Zardari em-
phasised that the interests of
the low income and middle
class should be protecied in
the annual budger. He also
assured the prime minister
of his support for the na-
tional development and
achievement of fiscal tar-

pers —RT/Agency

CEO Of Iran-Pak Wind
Power, Khurram Tariq
Sayeed, Meets Sindh Energy

Minister Nasu' Shah .

KARACHI: Khurram Tarig
Sayeed, CEO of Iran-Pak
Wind Power, accompanied
by Mr. Hassan Nourian, Con-
sul General of Iran in
Karachi, met with Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah, Provincial
Minister of Enerzy, Planning
& Development, Govern-
ment of Sindh. The meeting
was also attended by First
Consul Mr. Amir Jafan, Sec-
retary Energy GOS Musadiq
Ahmed Khan, CEO of Sindh
Transmission & Dispatch
Company (STDC) Saleem
Shaikh, and Director of the
Alternative Energy Depart-
ment GOS Mehfooz Qazi.
The delegation briefed the
Minister on the progress of
the Iran-Pak Wind Power
project and other ongoing
mitiatives by Iraman in-
vestors in Pakistan's energy
sector, particularly in Sindh
Provinge. They expressed
their appreciation for the ef-

forts undertaken by Mr. Nasir
Hussain Shah since he as-
sumed office as Minister
of Energy following the re-
cent elections, Mr. Shah

CJCSC Engages In
Talks With Turkish
Leadership On
Bilateral Defense

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee  (CICSC) General
Sahir Shamshad Mirza met

h Turkish military and
civil leadership during his of-
ficial visit, the Inter-Services
Fublic Relations {ISPR) said
on Wednesday.
The CICSC held meet-
ings with called on General
(R) Yasar GULER, Minister
of Defence, General Metin
Gurak, Commander Turkish
General Staff, General Sel-
cuk Bayraktaroglu, Com-
mander Turkish Land Forces,
Admiral Ercument Tatlioglu,
Commander Tu Naval
Forces, General Ziya Cemal
Kadiogly, Commander of

Turkish Air Force and Haluk
Gorgin, President SSB. a

Cooperation

government agency dealing
with defence production.
During the meetings, both
sides deliberated upon vari-
ous areas of mutual interest,
bilateral defense cooperation
including security. counter-
terrorism, and the prevailing
regional environment.

Farooq Sattar Advocates
For Taxation Of Large
Agriculturists And Privatization
Of Loss-Making Entities

ISLAMABAD: Senior
Leader of Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan,
Muhammad Farooq Sattar,
on Wednesday proposed tax-
g large  agricultural
landowners to provide relief
to the general public.
Refraining from com-
menting on the budget, he
mentioned that he had pre-
sented a shadow budgetary
document for review to make
it more people-friendly.
Farooq further proposed
that the government should
use the income from priva-
tized organizations to reduce
the external debt burden on
the national exchequer. He
urged the government to es-
tablish a scientific mecha-
nism for debt management.
He also recommended
that the government should
privatize loss-making organi-

zations, emphasizing that
business operations should
fall under private entities” ju-
risdiction rather than the gov-
emment.

Farooq suggested that the
government should further
enhance Karachi’s infrastruc-
ture, highlighting its impor-
tance as a business hub. He
noted that investing Rs100
billion in the metropolitan

ity could boost the country s
annual growth rate by one
percent.

He also called for a re-
duction in electricity, oil, and
gas prices to improve the
purchasing power of the
commen people. Addition-
ally, he proposed providing
small loans to help them be-
come economically self-suf-
ficient —RT/Agency

“The military lead
shared commitments to en-
hance defense engagements
between both countries and
reaffirmed their resolve to
further fortify the fraternal
relationship,”  the [SPR

dded.

In recognition of merito-
rious services and contribu-
tions,  General  Sahir
Shamshad Mirza was also
awarded the ‘Legion of
Merit” —RT/Agency

PM And His
Team’s Efforts Save
Pakistan From
Default: Malik Abrar

ISLAMABAD: Divisional
President of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and
Member of National Assem-
bly (MNA), Malik Abrar
Ahmed on Wednesday said
the dedicated efforts of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
his team have successfully
prevented Pakistan from de-
faulting

In his remarks following
the presentation of the fiscal
year’s budget for 2024-25, he
highlighted the government’s
commitment to improving
the lives of citizens through a
people-friendly budget

Abrar commended the
hudget as a significant step
towards fulfilling the aspira-
tions of the public. He em-
phasized that the govern-
ment's  financial  plan
includes notable salary in-
creases for government em-
ployees, with a 25% raise for
grades 1 1o 16 and a 20%
raise for grades 17 w 22
Pensions have been in-
creased by 15%, and the
minimum wage has been
raised from Ks32,000 o
Rs 37,000 rupees, providing

substantial relief to the popu-
lace, he added.

In addition to praising
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s leadership, Abrar
also landed Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz for

ANF Seizes Large Cache Of
Drugs In Pasnl

RAWALPINDI: The Anti-
Marcotic Force (ANF) on
Thursday seized a con-
signment full of drugs in
Pisni hidden for smuggling
abroad, media reported.

The ANF officials con-
ducted an Intelligence-
Based Operation (IBO)
against drug traffickers in
the Chor Bandar area adja-
cent to Makran coastal line
and seized a consignment
of drugs hidden for smug-
gling abroad

The operation was car-
ried out keeping in mind
the activities of a group in-
volved in drug trafficking
Raids are being conducted
1o arrest the ring leaders of
the drug trafficking group
namely Liagat Baloch and
Wahid Baloch

Members of the group
are involved in drug smug-
aling abroad by sea. On re-
ceiving the intelligence in-
formation, the ANF team
conducted a raid in the
area and recovered the
drugs which were stored in
a secret location, he in-
formed

During the operation,

more than one ton drugs
and 51,000 narcotic cap-
sules were also recovered.

The recovered drugs
weighing 1014 kg drugs
included 830 kg hashish
and 164 kg ice.

The spokesman said
that ANF is making all-out
efforts for a drug free soci-
ety —RT/Agency

her commendable efforts in
advancing the wvision of
Nawaz Sharif and Shehbaz
Sharif, working for the bet-
terment of all societal sec-
tors.

However, Abrar strongly
criticized the opposition’s
undemocratic behavior and
attempts to obstruct the
budget, describing such ac-
tions as detrimental to na-
tional interests. He argued
that the opposition’s ef-
forts to block the budget
send a negative message
te voters, undermining
public trust in their repre-
sentatives.

The PML-N leader re-
iterated that the govern-
ment’s budget is a gift 1o
the people, reflecting the
administration’s dedica-
tion 1o public welfare
and economic stabil-
ity —RT/Agency

Traders Respond To
Budget 2024-25

-
ISLAMABAD: The business
ommunity and traders rep-

| resentative hadies acrass the

country reacted to Pakistan

I budget 2024-25 with a total

outlay of aver Rs 18§ trillion
1 presented on Tuesday. media
1 reported
All Pakistan Anjuman-e-
§ Tajran, and chambers of
y commerce of different major
j cities  including Karachi,
| Faisalabad, Sialkot and
Rawalpindi rejected the
budget and termed it anti-
traders.
I Ajmal Baloch, the Presi-
Vdent of All Pakistan Anju-
| man-e-Tajran, said that the
government has increased
I taxes by 45 percent and im-
1 posed an 18 percent sal
m mobile phones, v
1 said a draconian measure,
| Aymal Baloch sad in the
j budget, the government has
y Mot announced any measures
to reduce its “unnecessary”
expenditures. The All Pak-
Victan Anjuman-e-Tajran pres-
dent also cnticised the impo-
ition of an 18 percent sales
¥ tax on leather goods, saying
assured the delegation that Fit will lead to a
all obstacles would be re- 1 crease in shoe prices.
moved to expedite thel  Earlierin the day, Finance
wind power projects in g Minister Muhammad Au-
Sindh. —RT J rangzeb presented Pakistan’s

budget for the fiscal year

|{form and O

China’s Peaceful Rise:
A New Era of Global

By Irfanullah, Masters
Student at Xian Jiaotong
University

China's ascent as a global su-
perpower has been one of the
most significant develop-
ments of the 21st century.
This rise has reshaped global
dynamics, marked by sub-
stantial economic growth and
expanding influence in inter-
national affairs. Despite its
growing power, China has
continually emphasized a
narrative of peaceful rise
aiming to reassure the world
of its intentions rooted in co-
operation, mutual benefit,
and shared prosperity. Histor-
ical Context and Philosophi-
cal Roots China's philosophy
aof peaceful development is
deeply rooted in its historical
context and cultural ethos
Since the founding of the
People's Republic of China in
1949, the nation has under-
gone dramatic transforma-
tions. Deng Xiaoping's “Re-
pening  Up™
policies in the late 20th cen-

| | tury marked the beginning of
- eign policy is anchored in

China's joumney toward mod-
emization and economic lib-

I eralization. Traditional Chi-

Harmony

nese values, emphasizing
harmony, stability, and non-
aggression, underpin this ap-
proach. The Confucian con-
cept of "heping fazhan® (777
7). ar peaceful development,
reflects a commitment to
peaceful coexistence and mu-
tual respect. China's eco-
nomic ascent is a comerstone
of its peaceful rise. Over the
past few decades, China has
implemented strategies that
foster economic growth
while integrating into the
global economy. The Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI),
launched in 2013, aims 1o en-
hance global trade and infra-
Structure connectivity, pro-
moting economic
interdependence, which is
crucial for global stability
Joining the World Trade Or-
ganization (WT() in 2001
and establishing the Asian
Infrastructure  Investment
Bank (AIIB) further high-
light China’s commitment to
global economic governance
and development. Diplo-
matic Initiatives and Re-
gional Stability China's for-

the principle of peaceful co-
existence, emphasizing re-

spect for sovereignty and
mutually beneficial relation-
ships. China has been instru-
mental in Asia's regional or-
panizations, such as the
Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SC0) and the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), facilitat-
ing dialogue and coopera-
tion on security and eco-
nomic integration issues.
China's handling of rerrito-
rial disputes, such as those
in the South China Sea, pri-
oritizes dialogue and peace-
ful resolution.  China's
peaceful rise is a multifac-
eted journey encompassing
economic  development,
diplomatic engagement, cul-
tural exchange, technologi-
cal innovarion, environmen-
tal  stewardship,  and
humanitarian contributions
By adhering to the principles
of peaceful development and
fostering global partner-
ships, China can contribute
to & more stable, prosperous,
and interconnected world
This path serves as a testa-
ment o the power of cooper-
ation and the potential for a
shared future of peace and
prosperity

2024-25 with a total outlay
of over Rs1§ trillion amid
protest by the opposition
lawmakers belonging to Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-
backed Sunni Ittehad Coun-

cil

The federal government
proposed abolishing sales
tax exemptions and con-
cessions on various items
including mobile phones,
copper, coal, paper, and
plastic scrap, media re-

ported
In his budget speech on
the National _As :mhbly

floor, Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue Sen-
ator N Au-

OFFICE OF THE TOWN COMMITTEE KHADRO

TALUKA SINJHORO DISTRICT SANGHAR

No: TCK/214-212024

Dated:-11-8-2024

AUCTION NOTICE

As per SPPRA Rules 2010, the resovery rights for collection of following Taxes/Fee of Town Committae|
iChadro fof he pefiod from 01-007-2024 o J0-06-2025 1o be Auctioned Under the Chaimmanship of Aamir-
sstratorTewn Officer Town Committee Khadra Taluka SI"]MOfO District Sanghar, on 26-06-2024 11:00 AM
in failure of attempt the next dates 01-07-2024 & 11:00 AM and 04-07-2024 in the office of Town Commit-

e Knadro,
5.No| Name of Council Particular of Contract Official Bid | Security
Deposit 10%
o1 TC Khadro 1 Fruit & Vegetable Fee =3455000= =34550/=
2. Pat Pari Tax =230460/= =23046/=
3. Advertisement Fee Signboard | =123625/= =12362/=

rangzeb p d a stan-

s dard salts ta\ rate of 18

percent on various items.
The government alsa
proposed to increase im-
port duties on luxury cars
worth over $50,000. The
budget proposal also asked
the House to increase the
import duty on steel and
paper products. The 18
percent sales tax would
be applied on mobile
phones, copper, coal,
paper, and plastic scrap,

as per the budget propos-
als, —RT/Agency

d firms are invited o parficdate in the auction after depositing 10% amount|
of the Bid shown agalnslcash |r| shape of Call Deposit only in the nama of Town Committes Khadro Taluka
Sinjhoro. No CashiTraveling Cheque will be accepted, the Deposit will be refunded to the unsuccessful
k:lidde(s.

The termsfcondition and schedule can be seen in the office Town Committes Knadro during office hours
an ary work da 3y The auction authority have nght to except of reject any bid of all the bids in accordance|
with the Sindh Public Procurement Regularity Authenty Rules 2010

Al the interested parties / Companies and firms must be registered with Sindh Revenue Board Hyderabad
(SRB)/ Fedaral Board of Revenus (FER}

Town Officer
Town Committee Khadro
Taluka Sinjhoro

INF / KRY No: 1848/24
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¢ recent unveiling of the federal budget for the

fiscal year 2024-25 by Finance Minister Muham-

mad Aurangzeb paints a picture of'a government
completely out of touch with the reality faced by

the common man. Despite the finance minister's assertions
of progress and stability, the budget's priorities seem
skewed towards pleasing international financial institu-
tions like the IMF rather than addressing the pressing

needs of the people.

Much like Marie Antoinette's infamous "let them eat
cake" remark, this budget seems indifferent to the dire eco-
nomic conditions faced by the masses. While the finance
minister boasts of economic growth targets and inflation
projections, the ground reality for the average citizen re-
mains grim. With a budget deficit of 6.9% of GDP and a
primary surplus of just 1%, it's clear that the burden of eco-

Let them
nomic reform is being disproportionately placed on the
shoulders of the common man.

I'he emphasis on securing an IMF bailout at any cost is

eat cake!

seems misguided. While substantial amounts are car-

marked for sectors like defense and infrastructure develop-

alarming. While short-term stability may be achieved
through such measures, the long-term ramifications for
the economy and the people could be catastrophic, The
focus on meeting ambitious fiscal targets to appease inter-
national lenders neglects the everyday struggles of ordi-
nary Pakistanis, who continue to grapple with rising infla-
tion and stagnant wages.

Furthermore, the allocation of funds in the budget

REGISNAL TIMES:!

inflation.

ment, essential social welfare programs receive only token
increases. The Benazir Income Support Programme, a
lifeline for millions of vulnerable families, sees a mere
27% hike in allocations, hardly enough to keep pace with

Thus, the federal budget for 2024-25 reflects a govern
ment that is disconnected from the plight of its citizens.
Instead of prioritizing the needs of the people, it prioritizes
pleasing international financial institutions and maintain-
ing a facade of economic stability. If'this trend continues,
the gap between the rulers and the ruled will only widen,
leading to further discontent and unrest. It's high time for

the govemnment to listen to the voices of the common man

and take concrete steps to alleviate their suffering.
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HYDERABAD: Members and leaders of the local business community are listening to
the finance minister’s budget speech, at the HCCL-RT

Shifting of Civil hospital Tando Allahyar
to better facilitate the masses: MS
Muhammad Sabir Qaimkhani

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR

Shifting the Civil Hospital
of Tando Allahyar to the
District Headquarters Hospi-
ral (DHQ) will offer numer-

ous facilities that were pre-
viously unavailable in the
civil hospital. Muhammad
Sabir Qaimkhani, the Med-
ical Superintendent (MS) of
Civil Hospital Tando Allah-
var, expressed these senti-
ments while addressing re-
porters in his office. He
mentioned that the DHQ
hospital will provide 24-

hour access to all types of

blood for patients. along
with various laboratory serv-
ices and facilities like heart
hospital and X-ray services.
Consolidating all medical
services, including surgeries,
in one location will allow for
maximum trearment provi-
sion 1w the public
Qaimkhani stressed the ne-
cessity of relocating to the
DHQ) hospital, despite some
opposition  from  certain
groups. He emphasized thar
the shift will ensure thar
every economically disad-
vantaged patient receives
quality care without needing
10 resort to private hospl[als

for treatment of any ailment.
Additionally, all medical
procedures and operations
will be conducted under one
roof. Qaimkhani mentioned
that they have communi-
cated with the health depart-
ment regarding the Strategic
Needs Assessment (SNA) of
the DHOQ Hospital, high-
lighting the need for addi-
tional doctors and staff. Ef-
forts are underway 1
transform this hospital into
an exemplary healthcare fa-
cility in the near furure, and
they are committed to
demanstrating this improve-
ment

Tando Adam’s Raees Habib
Khan Marri pays tribute to

Hazrat Abuzar Ghaffarl (RA)

By Dildar Samo

TANDO ADAM: Raees
Habib Khan Marri, the
Chairman of Anjuman Sa-
fina-e-Ahle Bait (AS)
Tando Adam and Central
Azadari Committee Tando
Adam, commemaorated the
death anniversary of
Hazrat Jundab Tbn Junada
Abuzar Ghaffari (RA),
lauding his unwavering
commitment to truth and
justice.

In his tribute, Marri
emphasized Hazrat
Abuzar Ghaffari's (RA)
steadfast adherence to ls-
lamic teachings, particu-
larly in the face of severe
oppression. Recognized as
a prominent narrator of
numerous Hadiths of the
Holy Prophet {(SAWW),
Hazrat Abuzar Ghaffari
(RA) was celebrated for
his profound knowledge
and enduring faith

Marri highlighted that
despite facing social boy-
cott and exile, Hazrat
Abuzar Ghaffari (RA) re-

mained resolute in his pur- a

suit of righteousness. His
teachings and mple
continue to inspire those
who fight against inju

tice, reflecting his endur-

gacy.
Hazrat Abuzar Ghaf-
fari's (RA) commitment to
truth and justice serves as
timeless beacon for all

who strive for r1ghtouus-
ness,” said Marm during
the commemaoration. The

ent underscored the last-
ng impact of Hazrat
Abuzar Ghaffari's (RA)
life and teachings, encour-
aging the community to
uphold these values in
their daily lives

150 suspects arrested
during ongoing
operations: SSP

Sujawal Dr. Abdul

Commissioner Shaheed
Benazirabad chairs meeting
of Divisional Enforcement
Committee

Khaliq _Pirz?do

SUJAWAL: SSP Sajawal, Dr.
Abdul Khaliq Pirzado, ad-
dressed a press conference to
inform the media about the
proactive measures taken by
the police 1o enhance peace
and security. Under his lead-
ership, a special team, in-
cluding DSP Abdul Hafeez
Burfar, SDPO A Qurban Ali
Qambrani, and SHO Mir
Muhammad Gaddi, was
formed 10 improve law and
order in the district

This team successfully
implemented a zero-toler-
ance policy against narcotics
and achieved significant suc-
cess in anti-drug operations
Additionally, the blind mur-
der case of Alam Palari, a
trader was handed over 1o the
Crime Investigation Agency

(C1A) for further investiga-
tion, leading to the arrest of
the main suspect, Niaz Ali
Khaskheli

Later, another suspect,
Arshad Malah, was arrested
based on his confession dur-
ing interrogation. Another
suspect, Rashid Pir Hanif

Chang, was arrested for the
possession of a motorbike
stolen from the murder scene
and confessed during interro-
gation

P further said that
police during on-
going operations have ar-
rested 14 absconders and 150
suspects. In the crackdown,
29 cases of illegal weapons
were rered, le<:1J11|11L in
the arrest of 29 SUSPECTS and
the recovery of 25 TT pistols,
2 revolvers, 2 rifles and 80
bulless

Regional Sales
Manager of Bona
Papa Group Amir
Tayab v151ts Jhudo

WHL DO: Bona Papa is
not just a product but a
brand, stated Regional
Sales Manager Amir
Tayab. Amir Tayab, the

from the Ana & Batla
Company, visited vari-
including

ompanying

him were Senior Zonal
Manager Sagheer
Ahmed and Abbas Bhai.
During a meeting with
Jhudo distributors
Shahid Majeed
Qaimkhani and Shah-
nawaz Majeed
Qaimkhani, Amir Tayab
remarked that Bona
Papa is a product that is
not only easily available
in every small and large

Joy

area of Pakwmn but i
also ac ble in other
countri

This widespread
availability is due to the
superior quality of Bona
Papa and the hard work
and dedication of its
owners. By the grace of
God, Bona Papa has be-
come a brand. Amir
Tayab mentioned that he
embarked on this tour to
improve sales further
and meet with distribu-
tors. He expressed great
in  seeing that,
thanks to  Sagheer
Sahib's hard work and
dedication, their brand
is not only present in
every area but also

achieving excellent
sales positions,-RT

By Faroog Junsjcn-

SHAHEED BE
NAZIRABAD: Commis-
sioner Shaheed Benazirabad
Division Syed Muhammad
Sajjad Haider chaired a meet-
ing of the Divisional En-
forcement Commirtee estab-
lished 10 curb electricity
theft. The meeting was held
today in the commirtee room
of the Commissioner's Of-
fice. Addressing the meeting,
Commissioner Syed Muham-
mad Sajjad Haider stated that
those involved in electricity
theft, who have not paid elec-
tricity bills for a long time,
are not only defrauding the
country but also the law-
abiding citizens. He empha-

" -
sized the need for legal ac-

tion against them and also for
the recovery of bills. The
Commissioner  instructed
HESCO and SEPCO officials
to hold open Katcheries
every month 10 listen 1o pub-
lic complaints regarding
electricity and resolve them
promptly. He further stated
that action against individu-
als and gangs invelved in
electricity theft should be ex-
pedited. In this regard, full
support will be provided by
the divisional and district ad-
ministrations and the police.
The Commissioner further
stated that accurate data
should be provided regarding
the actions taken by the ad-
ministration, and focal per-

soms should be appointed for
other issues. He instructed all
Deputy Commissioners o
further activate the enforce-
ment commitiees established
in their districts for the pre-
vention of electricity theft
and to assist in police opera-
tions and bill recoveries.
During the briefing, Addi-
tienal Commissioner-1 Sub-
hash Chandar, Additional
DIG Sher Ali Jamali, Deputy
Commissioner  Sanghar
Imran ul Hassan Khwaja,
Deputy Commissioner
Naushehro Feroze Muham-
mad Arsalan Saleem, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner
Shaheed Benazirabad Nawab
Sameer Laghari, and other
relevant officers participated

AC Sukkur Sobia Falak
Rao, Drug Inspector Shafaq
Chachar fine medical stores

By Absar Alvi

SUKKUR: The Assistant
Commissioner Sukkur City.
Sobia Falak Rao, along with
Drug Inspector  Shafaq
Chachar, conducted raids on
various medical stores lo-
cated on Queens Road. Upon
discovering expired and un-
registered Indian medicines.
heavy fines were imposed
and several medical stores
were sealed. During the joint

operation with the drug in- g

spector, the Assistant Com-
missioner inspected all medi-

cines in the medical stores.

During this process, several
medical stores were found to
be selling expired and unreg-
istered medicines dating back
two to three years. The own-
ers of these medical stores
were fined heavily for their
offenses. Prompt action was
taken against many medical
stores, which were promptly
sealed. Meanwhile, while en-
suring the availability of bet-

ter facilities and maintaining
the temperature of medicines
during the heat, the morale of
many medical store owners
was boosted. The Asslslam
Comm

their init

Commissioner stated that
they would not permit the

nedical store owners should
uphold the law and refrain
from endangering human
lives, Otherwase, strict action
will be taken, and the shops
will be closed.

Unidentified thief injures minor Larkana
girl while stealing her earrings

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: An unidenti-
fied man removed the
earrings from the ears of a
S-year-old girl named
Mida S/o Wagar Hussain
Chandio after holding her

hostage in Hajano
Muhalla in the jurisdic-
tion of the Rehmatpur Po-
lice Station. The culprit
managed to flee from the
scene leaving the minor
girl injured, who was
rushed to a local area hos-

pital. The family mem-
bers of the injured girl
have demanded of the
concerned authorities to
take notice of the matter
and ensure arrest of the
accused man in the inci-
dent
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Portugal qualify for

Euro 2
Ronaldo'

024 as
s double

helps outclass Ireland

Cristiano Ronaldo be-
came Portugal's power-
house on the field as he
scored twice to help his
team beat Ireland 3-0
during their interna-
tional friendly on Tues-
day ahead of Euro 202
Ronaldo, 39, silenced
critics who raised con-
cerns that the five-time
Ballon d'Or award win-
ner's advanced age may
hinder his performance
on the national level.
After suffering 2-1
defeat from Croatia
over the weekend.
Roberto Martinez's side
bounced back to build
confidence for the tour-
nament in Germany.
Ronaldo lit up the
contest with a magnifi-

put
Diogo Jota's pass

away

10

. allowed some doubts to

minutes later, sending
Roberto Martinez's men
further into the Euros.
The Euro 2016 win-
ners Portugal qualified
with a 100% record but
recent performances had

creep in. However, the
team may have regained
some confidence from
their victory over Ire-
land.

Furthermore, extend-
ing his collection of
records, the former Real
Madrid, Manchester
United and Juventus
star netted his 130th in-
ternational goal with
another confident fin-
ish

Euro 2024 will kick
off on Friday and Portu-

s gal will take on Czech

Republic in their first
match which will be held
on June 18.—Agency

T20 World

Cup 2024:

Petition seeks sedition

case agains

t PCT and

Form 47 Babar Azam

PANSTAL, |

1,

ister a sedition case
against the Pakistan
cricket team and its cap-
tain, Babar Azam, was
submirtted 10 a local court
in Gujranwala on
Wednesday, media re-
ported.

The petition was filed
under sections 2ZA and
22B of the criminal code
at the District and Ses-
sions Court of Gujran-
wala

The petition, submit-
ted by a lawyer in Gu-
jranwala, calls  for
charges of treason against
team captain Babar Azam
and other members of the
team. The case was filed
in the court of Additional
Sessions Judge Tamsal
Zaib Naeem

The petition alleges
that the team's perform-
ance is a waste of money
and has brought dishon-
our to the nation. It

claims that tens of mil-
lions of rupees have been
squandered on the play-

Face of

A petition seeking to reg- ers

and that the manage-
ment prioritises financial
gain over national pride

The application also
requests a case against
the team manager, coach
and chief selector.

It should be noted that
in the initial two matches
of the ICC T20 World
Cup, the national team
had 10 face defeat against
USA and India, which
makes it unlikely for Pak-
istan to advance to the
Super & round

The petition highlights
the emotional toll on the

T20 World Cup 2024: India
beat USA by 7 wickets in another
low-scoring encounter

llnlled States hy 7 wickets

and became the first team §

from Ciroup A to enter Super
Eights' phase of the T20
World Cup after today's
match played at Nassau
County International Cricket
Stadium, New York, on
Wednesday.

Subsequently, India be-
came the third team after
South Africa and Australia to
qualify for the next round.

Earlier, India put the USA
into bat first and restricted
them to 110/8. Pacer Ar-
shdeep Singh was the best
bowler for India, securing
figures of 4/9 - the best-ever
by an Indian in the history of
the competition.

He dismissed Shayan Ja-
hangir, Andries Gous, Nitish
Kumar and Harmeet Singh

Nitish was the only batter

for the USA, scoring 27 off 2/14  while

23 balls. Opener Steven Tay-
lor chipped in with 24 {30).

Apart from Arshdeep,
Hardik Pandya secured
Axar Patel

ed figures of 1/25

n chase, India were on
the back foot at the start of
the chase with pacer
Saurabh Netravalkar dis-
missing Virat Kohli (0) and
Rohit Sharma (3) in the
powerplay.

Rishabh  Pant and
Survakumar Yadav recover
but Ali Khan clean bowled
Pant (18) to put more pres-
sure on India

But a brilliant partner-
ship from Yadav and
Shivam Dube led India to
the end of the chase. Yadav
remained not out on 49-
ball 50 while Dube made
31 off 35 balls. They com-
pleted the chase in 18.2
overs.—Agency

PFL starts distribution of 100,000 footballs
under 'Football 4 Hope' initiative

LONDON/KARACHL: Pak-
istan Football League (FFL)
has started distributing
100,000 international -quality
footballs among young tal-
ented children in Pakistan
under the initiative "Football
4 Hope". PFL's Chairman
Farhan Ahmed Junejo said.

He said that in the last
three days, more than 10,040
footballs have already been
distributed in different cities.
In Lyari, Karachi, more than
2,500 footballs have been
distributed so far, he said,

"We are giving footballs
to young children and seek-
ing smiles in return. We give
you a ball, you give us a
smile. One ball, one smile -
Football for Hope."

The PFL will initiate a
festival showcasing the social
impact of football, honouring
achievements of disadvan-
taged vouth and fostering
hope through the sport as

Fumbal] for Hope is a corpo-
responsibility

tive by PFL con-

tributing to social develop-
ment in Pakistan, Junejo said.
He added: "Football 4
Hope aims to mobilise all
four provinces of Pakistan 1o
foster national unity. 1t en-
deavours to offer a brighter
future to children who have
Tost hope in football, prevent-
ing them from being en-
gulfed by other societal chal-

K

lenges.

From impromptu games
in slums to mountain-top
matches, and street foothall
across Pakistan, to school
academies and stadium com-
petitions, football instils con-
fidence, and pride in the un-
derdog, and promotes unity
It unites the nation in hope,
regardless of where 1t's
played.”

“"We will use innovative
educational and health initia-

tives to introduce football to
voung children and youth.
Chur goals include promoting
education. conflict resolu-
tion, gender equality, social
integration, inclusion of chil-
dren with disabilities, peace-
building, youth leadership.
teamwork, and life skills
through Football for Hope."
said Jungjo.

Junejo, the chief archi-
tect behind the inaugura-
tion of PFL in Lahore on
June 4, stated that more
footballs would be distrib-
uted after the completion
of the initial 100,000 foot-
balls

"The footballs used in
the World Cup, each cost-
ing one dollar, are being
distributed among all seg-
ments of Pakistani society
for the first time under the
initiative 'One Ball One
Smile,” without any discrimi-
nation,” he said —Agency

T20 World Cup 2024: Australia humble
Namibia to quallfy for Super 8

ANTIGUA: In a superb
display of the game, Aus-
tralia outclassed Namibia
after Lhamnb the target of
1 just 5.4 overs at
ivian Richards
North Sound,
a, on Wednesday
I the win, Australia
also qualified for the
Super % stage of the
cricket event

Namibian bowlers
could only claim the
wicket of David Warner,
who scored 20 off 8 balls
before being dismissed
Travis Head and Mitchell
Marsh remained unbeaten
with 34 and 18 runs re-
spectively. Travis hit 3
fours and 2 sixes

Earlier, Australia won

Stadium,

the toss and invited the ri-
vals to bat first who were
all out after scoring only
72 runs in 17 overs.
Achieving the mile-
stone, Australia’s Leg-
spinner Adam Zampa be-
came the first Australian
male cricketer to claim
100 wickets in T20I1
cricket. He achieved this

feat with 4-12 figures in
four overs

Australian  bowlers
overpowered the batters
throughout Namibia's in-
nings.

Pacer Josh Hazlewood
took two wickets for 18
runs in four overs. Marcus
Stoinis also contributed
with two wickers as

Namibia was dismissed in
17 overs.

Namibia captain Ger-
hard Erasmus played 17
halls 1o score his first runs
However, he was the high-
est run-getter with 36 runs
in 43 balls with the help of
four fours and a six.

Apart from Erasmus,
Michael van Lingen was
the only batter who got
into double figures with
10 runs

This was the first com-
petitive T200 between
Australia and Namibia.
Bur they played each other
in a warm-up game before
this tournament, with Aus-
tralia registering a con-
vincing seven-wicket
win —Agency

After Liverpool manager Ju-
reen Klopp bid adieu to the
English football club last
month, the team's forward
Mohamed Salah was also ru-
moured to leave and join
Cristiano Ronaldo in Saudi
Arabia.

However, a former Liver-
pool player Jose Enrique
maintained that Mohamed
Salah could become a bigger
star in Saudi Arabia than Por-
tuguese striker Cristiano
Ronaldo, were he to leave
The Reds.

The 39-year-old Ronaldo
joined the Saudi Pro League
last year in January for a
two-and-a-half year Since
joining Al-Nassr, the striker
has been making and break-
ing records.  Recently,
Ronalde became the highest
scorer of the Middle Eastern
country’s league during the

Former player reveals
bigger footballer than
Cristiano Ronaldo

last concluding season.

Mo Salah's team was of-
fered £150m by Al-Ittehad
last summer but was rejected
by The Reds. Currently, the
3 1-year-old Egyptian has one
year left with the nine-
league-title winners.

While speaking with a
company Grosvenor Spon
Jose Enrique said. "Mo-
hamed Salah isn't quite the
player he was three years
ago. He doesn't take on de-
fenders as much, though he's
still a phenomenal goal-scor-
ing machine."

He was guoted by the
Liverpool World as saying:
"If T were Liverpool, and
the right offer came in -
say, over £100 million - I'd
seriously consider it. A
move to Saudi Arabia could
sily fetch that kind of
money. —Agency

Former cricketer Ijaz
Ahmed slammed over
racist remarks
against Pashtuns

KARACHI: Former cricketer
ljaz Ahmed faces eriticism
from the public over his
racist remarks against Pash-
tuns, as he labelled them a
reason  behind  Pakistan
cricket team's poor perform-
ance

ljaz stated during a live
TV show that 80 per cent of
cricket in Pakistan was now
restricted 10 remote areas or
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
adding thar six to eight play-
ers in Sindh team are also
Pashtun.

He claimed that such
players lack education and
exposure, remarking "They
wake up in the moming and
2o for prayers with their fa-
thers and remum home ©

“In tense situations, these

players fail to perform well,”
said jaz.

Following the controver-
sial remark, public and
cricket fans slammed the for-
mer cricketer for his allega-
tions against the Pashtun
community.

Asocial media user wrote
"Never seen more blatant
racism on TV." and criticised
the program anchor for stay-
ing silent. Another cricket fan
wrote "Such an embarrassing
statement by ljaz Ahmed, any
Pakhtoon is maore than tal-
ented, hard worker, contribu-
10 10 nation sincere. They
have many contributions like
Dr AQ Khan, Imran Khan,
Younis Khan, Jahangir Khan,
Fakhar Zaman, Yasir Shah,
and so on."—Agency

nation after losses against
the United Stares and
India, demanding a ban
on the team until an in-
quiry is conducted and a
report is submitted to the
Home Secretary

The court has re-
quested a report from
the police on the regis-
tration of the case and
directed the SHO of
the police station to
submit the report by
June 21.—Agency
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Adele addresses 'stressful’
moment during Las
Vegas residency

Adele seemingly
prefers comfort over
style during her live per-
formances

During her perform-
ance on Weekends with
Adele, the Grammy-w!
ning songstr
in on a reall
moment as she got ready
for her recent Las Vegas
residency, as per the
findings of People Mag-
azine

"I had to put these
Spanx on that were a
size small,” the singing
sensation kicked off the
chat.

She went on to ex-
plain, "It was like pump-

ing sausage meat. It was

50 stressfu

“And I was contem-
pldtlng maybe 1 don't 2o
on in a pair of Spanx
tonight, but 1 was |Ikl,
'Oh no, that's too risk
the Hello hitmaker re-
vealed. She also spilled the

" beans that after she "man-

aged to get into them” she
realized liking it better
without putting "Spanx” on

“It's made me look great
but I'm nervous maybe my
blood's going to get cut oft’
or something,” she quipped
in continuation.

"So, if 1 pass out half
way through the show,
don’t worry - that is why,”
Adele said as she con-
cluded the topic

Rihanna addresses retirement rumours,
teases 'R9' album still in works

Rihanna provided an up-
date on her long-awaited
album, R9, hinting that fans
may have to wait a bit longer
for its relea

In an interview with En-
tertainment Tonight at the
launch party for her Fenty
Hair line in Los Angeles, the
singer, 36, also addressed ru-
mours of her retirement, put-

ting those speculations to a

rest.
"1 think that music, for

"I'm rediscovering things.

I have been working on the

album for so long that I kinda

put all that stuff aside and

now I'm prepared to go back

he studio. I'm gonna start -
d

58, whuh mvolves
both writing new songs and
going back to previously

recorded ones

"Yeah, I'm starting over,"
she explained. "But 1 don't
want to neglect the songs that
I have, so I actually want to
wo back and listen to stuff
with new ears, with my new
perspective and then see
what applies and what I'm
still in love with."

The Lift Me Up singer
also dispelled specula-
tions that she was calling
it quits on her career after

she was gpotted strolling
about New York City
with rapper ASAP Roc
whl]t sporting an
t-shirt.

T’mplt got triggered
with that retired word,”
Rihanna quipped. "They
were like, "We're never
getting an album now.'
No one read the other
line, it was something
about, 'This is as dressed
up as I get."”

I'm

=
Bt
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Daulatpur’s Dahri community
demands justice in land dispute

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: The resi-
dents of wvillage Nim in
Unien  Council ~ Noor
Muhammad Quba protested
in front of the Daulatpur
Press Club against the occu-
pation of 88 acres of land
and plots. The villagers, in-
cluding Muhammad Zubair
Dahri, Ali Muhammad Dahri
and Manik Dahri, led the
protest. The protesters com-
plained to the media, stating
that in Deh Kor Qaim, they
have 88 acres of registered
land and plots in front of
their homes. However, some
locals, namely Haji Umar
Dahri, Saleh Dahri, Nisar
Dahri and Farhan Dahri,
have forcefully occupied
their surveyed land and per-
sonal plots with armed men.

They further explained that
the armed men entered their
homes, held their families
hostage, and stole gold jew-
elry, motorcycles, and other
valuables. The armed men
are influential and prevent
the rightful owners from ac-
cessing their land, issuing
death threats. They men-
tioned that the 88 acres are
legally registered in their

V. .

name, but the accused have
taken control of it. The pro-
testers called on the Inspec-
tor General of Sindh, DIG
Shaheed Benazirabad, and
ather authorities to remove

the occupation from their 88 | &

acres of surveyed land and
plots, hand them back. pro-
vide protection from the ac-
cused, and ensure justice by
arresting the perpetrators.

AC Kashmore Raza Ali Soomro
seizes tanker filled with
chemically adulterated milk

By Aftab Bhatti

KASHMORE: In response to §

public complaints, Assistant
Commissiener
and Deputy Director Sindh
Food Authority conducted a

Jjoint operation at the tri- §

provincial border near Dera
Mor, seizing a tanker con-
taining 6500 liters of chemi-
cally adulterated milk. The
driver was transporting the
chemical-laden milk from
Muzaffargarh to Kandhkot
when he was apprehended at
Dera Mor during the opera-
tion. The tanker driver was
taken into custody and
handed over to Kashmore
Police. Assistant Commis-
sioner Raza Ali Soomro con-
firmed, using a modemn test
kit, that the contaminated
milk contained toxic chemi-
cals, specifically a poisonous
substance used for treating
wounds in patients. Deputy
Director Sindh Food Author-
ity and Assistant Commis-
sioner Kashmore, Raza Ali
Soomro, confiscated the

Kashmore B

tanker filled with the chemi-
cal-laden milk and disposed
of all the milk. The value of
the 6300 Titers of toxic milk
disposed of is estimated at
1.1 million rupees. The As-
sistant Commissioner Kash-
mare stated that modem test-

ing kits have been procured
10 test for chemically adulter-
ated milk and other toxic
food and drink items. Actions
will now be taken on a daily
basis in response to public
complaints regarding food
and drink in Kashmore.

Khoso community notable
kidnapped from his Thul
guest house

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: Near Thul, in the ju-
risdiction of RD-32 Police
Station, armed men abducted
Behram Khoso, an elder of
the village Pyaro Khoso, at
gunpoint. At the site of the
abduction, traces of the land-
lord's hat and blood were
found. Upon receiving the
information, the police ar-
rived and gathered derails
SS8P  Jacobabad, Syed
Saleem Shah, 1ok notice of
the abduction near Thul

.

DSP Thul Noor Mul

Speaking to the media, the
relatives of the abducted
man stated that landlord
Behram Khan Khoso was
sleeping at the Otaq (guest
house) when armed men kid-
napped him. They demanded
the immediate recovery of
the abducted man and
warned of severe protests if
he is not rescued promptly
The police have stated that

Sahriyani, SHO RD-52 and
other officers reached the
site 10 collect information

they are stigating the
marter and assured that the
abducred elder will be recov-

ered very soon

HESCO SDOs Ismail Bhatti,
Ali Raza Kharl lead operation
against power theft in Thatta

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: The Senior Divi-
sional Officer HESCO
Thatta, Ismail Bhatti and the
SDO of Makli, Ali Raza
Kharl, launched a signifi-
cant crackdown on electric-
ity theft and defaulters in
their respective areas. Sup-
ported by a substantial po-
lice force, teams from the
Hyderabad Electric Supply
Company (HESCO) con-
ducted coordinated opera-
tions aimed at stopping ille-

gal electricity usage and re-
covering outstanding dues.
During the raids, nine indi-
viduals involved in electric-
ity theft were arrested and
FIRs were filed against sev-
eral others. Additionally,
over 50 unauthorized elec-
tricity connections were
severed, with confiscated
wires serving as evidence of
the viclations. SDO Ismail
Bhatti and SDO Ali Raza
Kharl highlighted that these
actions were carried out
under the directives of sen-

ior HESCO officials, in-
cluding the CEQ, Assistant
Commissioner {AC), and
Executive Engineer (XEN)
of Thatta. They reaffirmed
their commitment to com-
bating electricity theft and
ensuring compliance with
regulations. This proactive
approach reflects HESCO's
ongoing efforts to combat
electricity theft and hold de-
faulters accountable, ulti-
mately contributing to a
more reliable and equitable
power supply in the region.

LAMP distributes goats amongst
1200 needy families in Kotri

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRIL: The organization
Lead against Marginality
and Poverty (LAMP) has
taken a significant step to-
wards improving livelihoods
and alleviating poverty by
distributing goats to approx-
imately 1200 deserving fam-
ilies in Kotri. This initiative
is part of LAMP's broader
efforts to support marginal-
ized communities and en-
hance their economic stabil-
ity

The distribution event
saw  active participation
from the affected families,
who expressed their grati-
tude for the much-needed
assistance. By providing
goats, LAMP aims to offer a
sustainable source of income
and nutrition for these fami-
lies, helping them build a
more secure and self-suffi-
cient future

Social organizations like
LAMP play a crucial role in
such inrtiatives, demonstrat-
ing a commitment to the

well-being of disadvantaged
individuals and families.
This goat distribution pro-
gram is a testament to the
impact that focused commu-
nity support can have in ad-
dressing poverty and mar-
winalization.

The event underscores
the importance of collabora-
tive efforts in uplifting mar-
ginalized communities and
highlights  the positive
changes that can be achieved
through targeted interven-

Nawabshah
newlyweds demand
proection

By Samad Ayaz

NAWABSHAH: A newly-
wed couple named Babli
Dfe Khan Bahadur Marri
and Zahid Ali S/o Rahim
Bux Laghari staged a
protest demonstration for
the provision of protection
to them on Wednesday.
While talking to the media,

the protesting couple said
that they have contracted
marriage on their freewill
due to which the relatives
of Babli are issuing dire
threats to them. On the oc-
casion, the protesters de-
manded of the higher au-
thorities to take notice of
the matter and provide pro-
tection to them

Liaquat Ali Khawaja
chairs meeting of

SUC in Talhar

< 5
7

=

TALHAR: The District Pres-
ident of Shia Ulema Council
Pakistan, Liaquat Al
Khawaja, presided over a
central meeting held at the
central Imambargah Tathar in
the Badin district. Tn the
meeting, prominent leaders
from all cities of the Badin
district participated, includ-
ing Vice President of the dis-
trict Badin, Syed Ajaz Ali
Shah, Gul Muhammad Jaf-

fari, Haji Fhsan Ali Laghan,
Maulana Masroor Khawaja,
Mir Asghar Chandio, Abdul
Ghani Rahmoon, Syed Qam-
ber Ali Shah, Ali Gul Chan-
dio, Syed Ghous Muhammad
Shah, Asghar Gadahi and
Maulana Saleh Lashan. Dur-
ing the meeting, it was de-
cided that elections would be
held soon in the Badin dis-
trict 1o form a new body of
the organization.—RT

Eight including Malik Ayub
Akhtar booked in Tando
Adam power theft case

By Mumtzz Ali

TANDO  ADAM: The
brother of the Municipal
Committee Tando Adam's
Vice Chairman Malik Zul-
figar named Malik Ayub
Akhtar along with eight ath-
ers have been booked in a
case of power theft. The
case has been registered on
the complaint of Hafiz

Muhammad Abdullah. Hafiz
Muhammad Abdullah ap-
proached the B-section on
his plea, stating that the re-
sponsible person  Malik
Ayub Akhar and others use
electricity from his home's
connection. The area police
have still not taken any step
in this regard and further de-
tails are waited in this re-
pard

Larkana Police
arrest two drug
dealers

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: In a joint oper-
ation led by SSF Larkana
Mir Rohail Khan Khoso and
DSP Paras Bakhrani con-
ducted a crackdown against
drug dealers in the vicinity
of Bagapur. During the oper-
ation, a confrontation en-
sued between the police and
drug dealers. The Police ar-

rested the drug dealers in-
cluding infamous drug
dealer Rakhio and Kamran
alias Saddam Abro in in-
jured condition. The arrested
drug dealers were trans-
ferred to the trauma center
for  medical treatment.
Meanwhile, Larkana Police
are continuing their efforts
to apprehend the fleeing sus-
pects.

PPP leader Taj
Muhammad Waryah’s
employees deprived of

Rs 7 lacs in Tando Adam

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: In Tando
Adam's City Police Station,
two employees of the Pres-
ident of PPP City Taj
Muhammad Waryah were
attacked and robbed by
four unknown armed men,
who forcefully took 7 lakh
rupees from them. When
the employees resisted,

tions and support

they were severely injured

and had to be rushed to the
hospital. The injured have
been admitted to the hospi-
tal for treatment. An FIR
has been lodged in the ac-
tual police station, If any
further wpdates are re-
ceived, they will be pre-
gented accordingly. It is
neither confirmed if any ar-
rests have been made nor
what action has been taken

so far.

FFC holds an awareness
seminar for Sanghar’s growers

By Khadim Khaskheli

SANGHAR: In  various

towns of Sanghar, a blitz pro- |,

gram on the profitable cult-

vation of cotton was held |

with the support of FFC
(Fauji Fertilizer Company).
The event saw a large turnout
of farmers. During the pro-
gram, FFC's Head of Sales,
Muhammad Irfan, and Agri
Services Officer, Bagh Ali
Abro, informed the farmers
about achieving better yields
from cotton crops. They ex-
plained that FFC is providing
better facilities to the farm-
ers, including free soil and
water testing services. They

the farmers to take ad-
vantage of these services to
increase their per-acre vield
They emphasized the impor-
tance of using balanced and

urged

beneficial fertilizers in cotton
farming. Additionally, they
provided agronomic

tion on cotton cultivation,

stressing that timely planting
and protecting the crops from
weeds and diseases are cru-
cial for maximizing benefits
from the planted crops. At
the end of the program, Bagh
Ali Abro thanked all the par-
ticipating farmers for their at-
tendance.

TMK Police arrest three
notorious drug dealers

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO ~ MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Tando Muhammad
Khan Police have launched
an operation against the drog
dealers on orders of SSP
Abid Baloch. During sepa-
rate operations, large-scale
drug dealers were arrested,
resulting in injuries to some
of them. Upon receiving in-
formation, the police con-

_ | ducted a raid in the jurisdic-

tion of the City Police Sta-
tion, where Saadat Wassan, a
drug dealer, was arrested in
injured condition along with
pistols and 54 grams of ice
Fazal Road in the jurisdiction
of Police Station Kotri wit-
nessed another police opera-
tion where drug dealer Ro-
mail alias Shaka Qambrani
was arrested in injured condi-
tion with 1 kilogram and 30
grams of hashish and a TT
pistol. The arrested individu-

als are being held account-
able under drug trafficking
acts in separate cases. Addi-
tionally, another operation by
the police resulted in the ar-
rest of drug dealer Gulzadi
with 25 grams of ice, who
was then sent to jail on re-
mand. Seme of the accused
managed to flee during the
police operation, prompting
authorities to conduct raids at
wvarious locations to capture
the fugitives.

BISP Centre closed after
Badin Police arrest 16
device holders

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: The Khoski Police
ook action against deduc-
tions being made from the
stipends of the women at the
Benazir Income Support Pro-
gram Center in response to a
report. Upon reaching the
Center, the individuals re-
sponsible for the deductions
managed to escape but the
police continued to monitor

them. All the equipment at
the Khoski Police Center
were seized with 16 device
holders taken into custody, A
case has been filed by the As-
sistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)
against Mullah Pappu Mallah
and Sattar Mallah for their
invelvement in deducting
money from women, based
on a complaint lodged by
Parin Reban. However, due
to the closure of the center

following the police opera-
tion, hundreds of women
who were waiting outside the
center were left stranded as it
remained closed. The benefi-
ciaries have appealed to the
Deputy Commussioner and
the Sessions Judge of Badin
to intervene, reselve the
issue, halt the deductions, re-
open the center and provide
them with the necessary
funds

Journalist Karam Ali
Depar lauds services of
Mehar Police

By Hanif Panhwar

MEHAR: Senior Vice Pres-
ident of the Sachal Press
Club, Karam Ali Depar,
commended the efficient
action taken by the Mehar
Police for the recovery of
his stolen motoreycle. The
swift response was led by
DSP Muhammad Younis
Rodnani, SHO A-Section
Paolice Sration
Mastoi, and 15-Madadgar
In-charge Faqir Muham-
mad Birhamani

In recognition of their
efforts, Karam Ali Depar,
accompanied by Ghulam
Mustafa Chandio, visited
the Mehar Police Station
They presented bougquers
and traditional gifts to the
police officials as a token
of their appreciation. Dur-
ing the visit, the police of-
ficials vowed to continue

Manzoor |

their efforts in mai
peace and pro

taining
g fool-

x 4
proof security to the com-
munity

Justice demanded
for youth injured in Kotri
police encounter

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: A young man was
severely injured when police
personnel allegedly opened
fire on him after his family
refused to pay Rs 1 million to
cops in Kotri. This was stated
by the family of the injured
youth, Amir Ali Laghani, dur-
ing a protest demonstration
on the national highway

against the SITE Police
otri.

The protesters accused
CIA In-charge Muhammad
Khan Birhamani, SHO Khair
Muhammad Mallah, and
other officers of arresting the
youth without any case and
demanding Rs 1 million from
his family for his release. The
youth was injured when his
family failed to pay the de-

manded money to the police

In response to the inci-
dent, senior lawyers, includ-
ing Advocate Jawad Sahar,
Advocate Mir Mangrio, and
Advocate Aijaz, have an-
nounced their intention to
provide legal support to the
family of Amir Ali Laghari.
They are committed o ensur-
ing that justice is served for
Amir Laghari.

Open sale of drugs continues
unabated in Pithoro

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORO: In various
cities of Umerkot district,
including  Pithoro, the
widespread availability of
tllicit substances such as
alcohol, Gutka, opium and
other dangerous drugs has
become a serious concern.
Despite the presence of a

police  narcotics  unit,
which is supposed to take
action against drug traf-
ficking, t ituation con-
tinues to worsen. Innocent
youth, including young
men and women, are
falling prey to drug addic-
tion. Despite repeated de-
mands from political and
social orgamizations and

the public, there seems to
be no effective interven-
tion to curb the rampant
drug trade in Pithoro and
surrounding areas. If wr-
went steps are not taken to
halt the drug trade, the fu-
ture generations will be at
risk, and the social fabric
of the community will con-
tinue to deteriorate.
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Sindh's Budget Presentation Expected
On June 14

KARACHI: The Sindh
ernment is set to pres
budget for fiscal year 2024-
2025 on June 14, sources told
media on Wednesday
According 1o the sources,
Chief Minister Murad Ali

Shah will present the provin- §

cial budget for the upcoming |

financial year

At least 10% to 15% in-
crease in the salary of Sindh's
govemment employees will
be proposed in the budget,
said the sources

They added that no
money will be allocated for
new development schemes in
Sindh's budget and that funds
for development projects will
be released for ongoing proj-
ects.

The federal government,
on the other hand will unveil

the upcoming budget for the
next finam vear, 2024-
2025, today

As per analysts, the
budget sets ambitious fiscal
targets as it looks to
strengthen the case for a new
bailout deal with the Intema-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF),
Reuters reported.

The budget comes a day
after the govemnment said
economic growth of 2.4% ex
pected in the current year
would miss a target of 3.5%,
although revenues were up
3" over last year, and the
fiscal and current account
deficits were under control.

Pakistan is in talks with

the IMF for a loan estimated
to range from $o billion o $8
billion, as it seeks to avert a
default for an economy
growing at the slowest pace
in the region.

But a recent economic
uptick, following stabilisa-
tion measures and falling in-
flation, as well as Monday's
interest rate cut by the central
bank, has made the govern-
ment  optimistic  about
prospects for growth

The key policy rate could
fall further this year and eco-
nomic growth would con-
tinue to rise, Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb,
set to present his first budget.
told reporters on Tuesday.

Markets will watch the
budget for a target for pro-
ceeds from privatisation, as

Pakistan looks to make its |

first major sale in nearly two
decades with the disposal of
a stake in its national airline,
kicking off a series of such
maoves.

But concems remain
about the government's abil-
ity to pursue reform, since it
is vulnerable to the quirks of
coalition politics in the face
of rising public pressure
against inflationary reform
measures.

Tapping under-taxed sec-
tors such as agriculture and
retail for additional rev-
enues  would  prompt
protests by farmers and
small traders, while spend-
ing cuts in discretionary
funds for MPs have already
squeezed alliances and party
loyalties.—RT

SITE President Lauds DG
Rangers' Efforts To Curtail
Water Theft

KARACHI: Muhammad
Kamran Arbi, President of
the SITE Association of In-
dustry, has praised the ef-
forts of the Director Gen-
eral of Pakistan Rangers
Sindh to curb freshwater
theft in collaboration with
the Karachi Water & Sew-
erage Corporation
(KWSC).

In a press statement, the
SAT President noted that
the availability of water in
the KWSC distribution net-
work has significantly in-
creased, a fact also ac-
knowledged by the CEO of
Karachi Water & Sewerage
Corporation Conse-
quently, KWSC is now bet-
ter positioned to supply
more water 1o the indus-
tries in the SITE area of
Karachi, facilitating their
smooth functioning. He
also thanked Patron-in-
chief Zubair Motiwala for

his continuous efforts and
goordination with the DG
Rangers 1o ensure a steady
water supply to SIT
dustries

However, contrary to
expectations, there has
been no increase in the
water supply to SITE area
industries, which have
been suffering from an
acute water shortage for

many days. The industrial-
ists are facing extreme
hardship in running their
operations and processing
export orders timely, the
SITE President added

"Unfortunately, no so-
lution to the water shortage
problem has been imple-
mented by KWSC yet. de-
spite the substantial in-
crease in water in their
system. They must supply
uninterrupted water seven
days a week so we can
focus on fulfilling our or-
ders on time" he re-
marked.

The SITE President has
demanded that KWSC
make urgent arrangements
to provide uninterrupted
water (0 SITE area indus-
tries 24/7 to ensure their
smooth functioning and
avert production losses
amid the current difficult
economic conditions —RT

Truck Carrying Sacrificial
Goats Robbed In Karachi’s
Gullstan-e-Johar

KARACHL: A truck loaded
with sacrificial goats became
the target of a brazen robbery
near Kamran Chowrangi in
the citys Gulistan-e-Johar
area, police wld media

Sharing details of the in-
cident, the police revealed
that four suspects on a motor-
cycle approached the truck
that carried at least 30 sacri-
ficial goats.

Two among the suspects
dragged the driver our of the
vehicle on gunpoint before
fleeing with the truck

Abdul Manan, the trader
who became victim 1o the
unfortunate robbery, revealed
that the goats were being
transported from Hyderabad
1o Gulistan-g-Johar

Furthermore, the police
said that an investigarion into
the incident has been initi-
ated after the trader regis-
tered a first information re-
port (FIR}

The incident comes days
ahead of Eid ul Adha, a fasti-
wval celebrared by Muslims at
the end of every Islamic year
across the globe when they
sacrifice cattle, includi
goats, cows, bulls and
camels

Such robberies have be-
come frequent as the annual
celebration draws near with
masses bringing home sacri-
ficial cantle and this is not the
first of its kind this year

A few weeks ago, two
such incidents were reported

in Lahore where citizens lost
their sacrificial goats 1o
armed men, media reported
's Samanabad

o robbers
atched two goats from a
young boy at gunpoint and
fled

In a separate incident in
Nishtar Colony, Lahore, a
group of muggers snatched a
poat from a citizen bur police
immediarely arrested one of
the dacoits, while his accom-
plice managed to flee from
the scene —RT/Agency

SRF15 Fashion Show Rocks

KARACHI: The 'Styla
Runway Pakistan Fashion
Show (SRF15) dazzled at-
tendees with a stunning
array of designer outfi
rocking Fashion Zone
style and sophistication.

The event featured collec- pr

tions from renowned de-
signers Shehbaz Ali and
Taj, Hamza, Farhan and
Daniyal, and Iftikhar
Afzal, earning widespread
acclaim from fashion en-
thusiasts and industry in-
siders.

Fashion Zone by She-
hbaz Ali and Taj captivated
the audience with innova-
tive designs, while
Hamza's Palki line mes-
merized with a unique

With Designer Outfits

blend of tradlnunal and
contemporary elements.
InStyle Ml.tl'\d K.
Farhan and Da

. lighted L\(\l\lb\tt crafts-

manship, and Uomo Attire
by Ihlkhar Afzal im-
with bold and
avant- gardc reations. Ju-
aid Igbal's elry de-
signs added a touch of ele-
gance and sophistication,
perfectly complementing
the stunning outfits on dis-
play.

Prominent personalities
in attendance praised the
eptional talent of Pak-
istani fashion designers,
noting that their work
meets international stan-
dards and is second Lo

none, especially in the
realm of w dding dress de-

an. The global prefer-
ence for Pakistani designer

dresses was hailed as a sig-
nificant honor for the
country.

The event also under-
scored  the dynamic
growth of Pakistan's
fashion industry, where
junior designers are

showcasing  their re-
markable skills along-
side established names.
The RF15 Fashion
Show not only cele-
brated the creativity and
innovation of Pakistani
designers but also high-
lighted the industry's

bright future —RT

Eid ul Adha
Holidays: Banks
To Be Closed For

Four

K.-\RACHI As thc. prepara-
tions for Eid ul Adha are in
full swing across the country,
the State Bank of Pakistan
announced a three-day public
holiday for all the banks in
Pakistan on Wednesday

The bankers will have a
cumulative four-day off as
Saturday and Sunday weekly
offis are falling ahead of the
Eid holidays.

A press release issued by
the central bank said: "The
State Bank of Pakistan will
remain closed from 17th to
19th June 2024 [Monday 1o
‘Wednesday| being public
holidays on the oceasion of
Eid-ul-Adha"

After the statement, all
the banks and other finan-
cial institutions will wit-
ness a country-wide clo-
sure  during the said
period. The commercial
activities will commence
from June 20, 2024, Thurs-

Days
=N

day.

The statement comes a
day after the federal gov-
ernment announced Tues-
day a three-day country-
wide holiday for Eid ul
Adha from June 1710 19

Media reported citing
sources that Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has
given his assent to the
summary forwarded by the
Cabinet Division

Pakistan will celebrate
Eid ul Adha on June 17
after the Zil Hajj moon
was sighted on June 7 last
week

The festival falls on the
10th day of Zil Hajj and
marks the Hajj pilgrimage

With Eid ul Adha just
around the corner, cattle
markets have been sét up n
different areas for people
to purchase cows
‘heep and camels for sacri-
fice —RT/Ag

Boy Commits Suicide
After Father Denies
Motorbike Request

KARACHL: In a tragic inci-
dent, a 10-year-old boy from
Karachi ook his own life
after his father refused 10 ger
him a motorbike, media re-

ported
As per details, the inei-
dent occurred near

Ghaghar Phatak, Karachi
where the boy used his fa-
ther's pistol and killed him-
elf

The police officials
stated that the child had
asked his father for a mo-
toreycle, but was refused

o

The police are investi-
pating the incident and
statements are being taken
from family members. The
father had obtained a li-
cense for the pistol, which
has now been taken into
custody by the authorities,
police officials added

In a similar incident
occurred in India, a 10-
year-old girl allegedly
committed suicide after
her mother refused to take
her on a trip to a tourist
spot —RT/Agency

Pakistan Steel Mills Axes

Employment

Of 562 Daily

Wage Workers

KARACHI:  Pakistan
Steel Mills terminated
562 daily wage workers
on Wednesday, citing the
contract end, media re-
ported.

According to a notifi-
cation issued by In
charge Manager A&P, all
daily wage employees of
Pakistan Steel Mills
have been terminated
from their jobs.

The employees have
been laid off after end of
their contract and they
will not be re-hired by
the PSM, the notifica-
tion stated.

In December 2023,
the-then caretaker gov-
ernment removed the
Pakistan Steel Mills
from its privatization list
of the state-owned enti-
ties.

Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
during his address at the
launch of the Economic
Survey 2023-24 in Is-
lamabad on Tuesday, ex-

pressed a grim outlook
regarding the revival
prospects of the PSM.
With an air of certainty,
he asserted that there ex-
ists a bleak zero percent
probability for the resus-
citation of this once-
thriving entity. High-
lighting  his point,
Aurangzeb boldly pro-
claimed that the only
foreseeable fate for PSM
is to be relegated to the
realm of scrap.
hese statements
harkened back to a time
when the notion of sell-
ing PSM for a mere Rel
gained considerable
traction as a means to
divest the government
of its burdensome asset.
In a scathing cri-
tique, Aurangzeb lam-
basted the prevailing
policies governing the
supply of natural gas to
the now-defunct PSM,
deeming them ut-
terly inade-
quate, —RT/Agency

: Sindh Police Inspector General Ghulam Nabi Memon is presiding over
a high-level meeting at CPO Headquarters—RT

Joint Action Committee
demands justice for slain
journalists Jan Muhammad
Mahar, Nasrullah Gadam

Asif Qumshu

KARACHL: Joint Action

Committee staged a protest ac

in front of the Karachi Press
Club for the arrest of the
killers of journalist Nasrul-
lah  Gadani and Jan
Muhammad Mahar. Jour-
nalistic leaders announced
that for the transparent in-
vestigation of the mur
case of Nasrullah Gadani, a
judicial commission under
the supervision of a High
Court judge should be
formed, otherwise the
protest movement would be
initiated from Karachi to

Kashmore for the arrest of

the nominated suspects in
the murder case of Jan
Muhammad Mahar. On the
weekly call of the Joint Ac-
tion Committee for the ar-
rest uFme Ll]lel s of journal-

by memhen (rl civil society

and various pu]muﬂ parties
in the protest in front of the
Karachi Press Club. Whi
@ the protesters

stan Federal Union of
Journalists President GM
Jamali, Joint Action Com-
mittee's Convener Waheed
Rajpar, former President of
Sindh Journalists Council
Ghazi Jhandeer, President

-

der Karachi Union of Journal-

ists Aijaz Ahmed Khan, for-
mer president of Karachi
Press Club Imtiaz Khan
Faran, District Press Club
Malir  President Hanif

Spomro, Hassan Abbas,
Ajaz  Jamal Naseer
Khatak, Shahid Hussain

Siyal, Rahil Samsam, Ad-
vocate Qasim  Mahesar,
Qamber Bhatti of Sindhi
Adabi Sangat and others
said that the suspects in-
volved in targeting journal-
ists should be immediately
armested and brought to jus-

tice. During the protest, the
leaders of the journalists
said that despite the bru-
tal murder of Nasrullah
Gadani, the police have
been unsuccessful in
making any significant
progress in the murder
case. Despite the de-
mands of the heirs and
journalists across Sindh,
no judicial commission
has been formed yet to
bring the accused, their
facilitators, and mas-

terminds to justice
They said that the cen-
tral  killers of Jan

Muhammad Mahar have
not yet been arrested. 11
prompt justice is not

provided, they will ini-
tiate a protest move-
ment across  Sindh,

ning te the power
corridors with hundreds
of journalists and the
heirs of the martyrs

DIG Ghulam Azfar Mahesar
launches tree plantation campaign
in Karachi’s District East

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: Planting
trees is a continuous act
of charity that not only
shields humans from pnl
lution but also aids in
preventing diseases by
ensuring a supply of fresh
air. These were the senti-
ments expressed by DIG
East Zone Captain (R)
Ghulam Azfar Mahesar as
he initiated a tree planta-
tion campaign at the DIG
East office by planting
trees himself.

DIG Mahesar has in-
structed all officers in the

East Zone to actively par-
ticipate in this plantation
drive. He emphasized the
importance of this initia-
tive, urging officers to
contribute to the cam-
paign wholeheartedly

On  this occasion
DIG East Zone Captain
(R) Ghulam Azfar Mah-
esar also made a pub
appeal, calling on ci
zens to join the tree
plantation campaign. He
highlighted the collec-
tive responsibility of the
community in combating
pollution and enhancing
the beauty of Karachi

"Your active participa-
tion in planting trees
will hel cleanse
Karachi from pollution
and make our city more
beautiful " he stated
This campaign is part
of a broader effort to
improve environmental
conditions and promote
public health in the city
The DIG's call to action
encourages everyone to
engage in planting trees
and underscores the role
of community involve-

ment in achieving a
cleaner, greener
Karachi

KARACHI: PPP leaders including Farid Khan Abro, Kamran Khan, Kalim Murad
and others are attending the birthday celebration of party leader Kashif Soomro.—

Photo by Asil Qureshi
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Shehbaz Pledges Full Eradication

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has di-
rected authorities concerned
to depute the most capable
health professionals in Health
Ministry and its relevant de-
partment to provide best
medical facilities to people.

Chairing a meeting in Is-
lamabad today {Wednesday)
to review matters related to
health sector, he announced
state of the art constructions
of Quaid-e-Azam Health
Tower in the Federal Capital.
He also directed to prepare
an action plan related to the
establishment of health tower
under the public-private part-
nership.

The Prime Minister said
despite  establishing  the
highly standard hospitals,
medical and nursing univer-
sities, state of the art labora-
tories and diagnostic centers
will also be established in the
health tower

Expressing concems over
the emergence of new polio

cases in the country, the
Prime Minister vowed to
eradicate polio from the
country by utilizing all re-
sources in collaboration with
all stakeholders.

Shehbaz Sharif directed
relevant authorities to con-
duct a third-party audit of the
nursing schools and colleges
and Drug Regulatory Author-
ity under the Ministry of
Health

He also directed the au-
thorities concerned to con-
duct audit of all the nursing

Of Polio

schools and colleges across
the country. He also in-
structed to set up a plan of
action to separate Drug Pric-
ing from DRAP.

A detailed briefing was
also given to the Prime Min-
ister about health related is-
sues. It was informed that
work has already been initi-
ated on National Action Plan
2025-300 in view of growing
population.

It was told that medical
equipment and ambulances at
a gost of 711 million have

been purchased for the hospi-
tals in the Federal Capital.
The Prime Minister directed
to conduct third party audit of
this purchase.

The meeting was in-
formed that Waste Processing
Plants have been working in
five government and four pri-
vate hospitals in Islamabad,
while a modern Hospital
Management System will
also be installed in the hospi-
tals of the federal capital

The Prime Minister was
further briefed that National
Blood Transfusion and Blood
Products Policy is also in the
pipeline while preparation of
National Policy Framework
on Nursing and Midwifery is
also in the final stage.

In order to increase the
number of nursing graduates,
the Prime Minister was in-
formed that evening classes
will be started in some nurs-
ing colleges.

The Prime Minister was
told that Plasma Fractiona-

tion Centers and Pharma
Park will be established to
upgrade the health infrastruc-
ture in the country

The Prime Minister was
also apprised of the plans 1o
produce different types of
vaccings in the country,
building plasma fractionation
centers and pharma park, and
provision of machinery and
equipment to Quetta's tertiary
care hospitals.

It was told that a 50-bed
hospital would be set up in
Musakhel, a tertiary care
and Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, and an Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences
and Danish Hospital in
Gilgit-Baltistan

Federal Ministers Ahsan
Igbal and Ahad Khan
Cheema, Prime Minister's
Coordinators Malik
Mukhtar Ahmed and Rana
Ehsan Afzal, and relevant
senior officers attended the
meeting —RT/Agency

Gohar Advocates For Dialogue,
Stresses Absence Of Permanent
Allies Or Enemles In Politics

ISLAMABAD:
Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTI) Chair-
man Barrister Gohar Al
Khan stated on Wednesday
that there are no permanent
friends or foes in politics,
emphasising the former rul-
2 party's desire for political
alogue.
Ahead of a party meeting
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa

at
House in Islamabad, Gohar

indicated  openness 10
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami
Party (PKMAFP) chairman
Mahmood Khan Achakzai
and Tehreek  TahafTue-e-
Ain-g-Pakistan (TTAP) chief
leading the negotiation ef-
forts

"We seek elections free
from rigging and a robust ju-
diciary," Gohar said

The PTI ch nan con-
firmed ongoing discussions
with Maulana Fazlur Rah-
man, head of a Jamiat
Ulema-e-Tslam-Fazl,  ex-
pressing hope for his sup-
port

Gohar mentioned addi-
tional meetings with the JUl-
F leader, noting, "Consensus
is essential for national sta-
biliry."

The PTI leader high-
lighted the party's unique ne-
gotiation style, asserting,
chakzai will act as he sees

Pakistan

Gohar dismissed any “deal”
prior " by PTI Speaking outside
founder Imran Khan, saying Rawalpindi’s Adiala Jail

that the political process will
continue.

He concluded by express-
ing optimism about the role
of alli f they wish to ad-
vance this issue, it would be
much better."

A day earlier, PTI de-
cided that a delegation led by
PKMAP chairman Mahmood
Khan Achakzai would nego-
tiate with the government —
for the sake of ‘political sta-
bility” in the country, o grab
back their ‘stolen’ mandate,
and secure the release of the
party’s incarcerated activiss.

However, the party clari-
fied thar the body would
only hold talks with the
rulers, reiterating its earlier
stance of not striking a

after meeting with incarcer-
ated PTT founding chairman
Tmran Khan, the party’s in-
cumbent chief, Barrister
‘Gohar told the media that he
as well as other party leaders
had convinced the former
premier that initiating a dia-
logue with the government
was necessary and he had
wiven the nod to move ahead
with it

He added thar Imran was
willing to take the course of
forgiveness for what he had
endured only so that the
country could move ahead.

Gohar said the PTI was
repeatedly siressing the need
for talks and the “power bro-
kers” should listen to the
party now —RT/Agency

Pakistan Unable To
Purchase Spot LNG Despite
Summer Heat

[SLAMABAD: Pakistan
is unlikely to buy lique-
fied natural gas (LNG)
cargoes on the spot mar-
ket until at least the begin-
ning of winter in Novem-
ber due to aversupply and
high prices, Petroleum
Minister Musadik Malik
told Reuters

Extreme temperatures
across Asia have pushed
countries to seek more
cargoes of LNG to ad-
dress higher power de-
mand, driving spot prices
to their highest since mid-
December. Asia spot LNG
last traded at $12.00 per
million British thermal
units (mmBtu) on Friday.

However, LNG de-
mand in the second largest
south Asian LNG buyer
was "subordinate to sup-
plies," the minister told
Reuters, despite heat-
waves baking the country
of 300 million people
with temperatures surging
to a near-record

"The guestion of get-
ting more LNG when we
can't sell the amount of
LNG that we already are
obtamning from our long-
term contracts. it does not
apply,” Malik told Reuters
in an mterview.

Annual power use in
Pakistan, which gets over
a third of its electricity
from natural gas, is ex-
pected to fall consecu-
tively for the first time in
16 years, due to higher
tariffs curbing household
consumption.

Poor and middle class
households are still feel-
ing the impact of the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund's (IMF) bailout of
Pakistan last year, which
contributed to higher re-
tail prices. A series of
power tariff hikes over 12
months was a key part of
the [IMF programme
which ended in April

Industrial demand has
algo remained tepid due to
a cloudy economic out-
look.

Pakistan, which last
bought a spot LNG cargo
in late 2023, cancelled its
spot LNG tender for de-
livery in January. Malik
attributed the cancellation
to oversupply, adding that
there were "not a lot of
customers™ at current
LNG spot prices

Malik said Pakistan
was keen to adopt more
renewable energy to cut
its import bill and expo-
sure to  geopolitical
shocks. The country suf-
fered widespread power

outages due to its inability
to buy expensive LNG
after prices surged due to
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine.

"Any country that is
importing $15-18 billion
of fuel, how can it be sus-
tainable when the total ex-
ports are south of $30 bil-
lion? So we have to move
away from the imported
Llc.rm.nts such as LNG,"

stan is also trying
t o less expensive
natural gas by building a
pipeline with Iran, but
s wary of sanctions, he
said. "We basically are try-
ing to work out the solu-
tion whereby we can have
access to less expensive
gas, but in a manner
which does not invoke
any sanctions on Pakistan.
It all depends on legal in-
terpretations,” he
said."From our perspec-
tive, we don't want to get
mto litigation and we
don't want to get sane-

ISLAMABAD: The PML-
N-led federal government
has intensified efforts to pla-
cate Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) following the latter’s
criticism for not taking its
input at all while preparing
the annual budget 2024-25,
media reported on Wednes-
day, citing sources,

Sources told media that
the government has invited
the Bilawal Bhutto-led party
for another round of talks,
which the party has ac-
cepted

According to sources, the
twio sides have agreed to
continue  the  dialogue
process and the PPP delega-
tion will meet with govern-
ment representatives 0mor-
10w,

The previous round of
talks berween the govemn-
ment and the People’s Parny
ended without a break-
through, sources added. PPP
has decided not 10 back
down from its demands, in-
cluding the Public Sector
Development  Programme
(PSDP) issue

The PPP has vowed 1o
continue protesting until its
concerns  are  addressed,
sources said, noting that the

Government Seeks To
Court PPP Amid
Budget 2024
Disagreements

absence of Bilawal Bhutto
and Aseefa Bhutto from the
budget session is a clear

ge
nance Minister Au-
rangzeb  presented  the
Rs18.877 trillion relief-ori-
ented federal budget for the
fiscal year 2024-25

The budget  session
started with a nearly two-
hour delay after the PPP
voiced reservations on the
development allocations,

The Bilawal Bhutto-led
party earlier decided not to
attend the Pakistan Budget
2024 session in National As-
sembly, bur the PML-N
managed to placate them

Later, the PPP lawmakers
artended the session 1o com-
plete the required quorum
without party chairman Bi-
lawal Bhumto Zardari Earlier,
Khurshid Shah said the party
had reservations with regard
to the Public Sector Devel-
opment Programme (PSDP)
budger and that the PPP
should have been taken into
confidence for the budger “It
was decided thar the PSDP
for the four pmvinoee would

be decided together,” he said
while speaking to  the
media —RT/ Agency

Recommendation Made
For Closure And Merger
Of Government
Departments

ISL-’\\MBAD Ahlgi pow-
ered committee, constituted
by the Prime Minister for
submitting recommendations
to curtail government expen-
ditures and cut govemment's
size, has recommended clos-
ing, merger or handing over
some government depart-
ments to the provinces.

It was informed at a high
level meeting of the commit-
tee held in Islamabad toady
with Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif in the chair.

The committee headed by
Deputy Chairman of Plan-
ning Commisgion and com-
prising Federal Cabinet, Es-
tablishment  and  Power
Secretaries, Dr Qaiser Ban-
wali, Dr Farrukh Saleem and
Muhammad Naveed Iftikhar,
presented the report to the
Prime Minister in the meet-
ing,

tioned "—RT/Agency

The Committee presented

short and medium-term rec-
ommendations containing in-
troducing a contributory pen-
sion mechanism for
newly-appointed employees,
and abolishing wvacancies
lying vacant for over a vear.
The committee suggested
to engage pmatu sector for
service delivery in the gov-
emment departments, be-

Ty
avel of government offi-
cials to cut expenditures by
promoting teleconferencing.

The committee also rec-
ommended withdrawal of of-
ficial vehicles from the offi-
cers availing the
monetization facility.

Speaking on the occasion,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif directed the commit-
tee to submit concrete pro-
posals after analyzing the
best practices across the

world —RT/Agency

Fafen Criticizes Slow Pace Of First
100 Days In National Assembly

ISLAMABAD: The perform-
ance of Pakistan's 16th Na-
tional Assembly, which con-
cluded its first 100 days
following the oath-taking of
legislators on February 29,
has been described as "slow-
paced despite high atten-
dance".

According to a report
published by the Free and
Fair  Election Network
(Fafen), the assembly's focus B
on “parliamentary trans-
parency and gender respon-
siveness' was described as a
defining characteristic of
NA's first 100 days.

The report added that the
House encouraged biparti-
sanship by allocating nearly
54% of the time used for
points of erder to the opposi-
tion.

Following the February &
general elections, the Pak-
stani government descended
into instability as no political
party secured a clear major-
ity. However, several of the
winning parties formed an al-
liange with the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N), forming a coalition
govemment at the Centre.

The PML-N, therefore,
formed the federal govem-
ment with the support of
eight parties, including the
Pakistan Peoples Party Par-
liamentarians (PPPP), Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MOM-P), Pakistan
Muslim  League
(PML-0Q), Istehkam-e-Pak-
istan Party (IPF), Pakistan
Muslim League Zia (PML-

Quaid Hi

Z). Balochlstan ‘\\'\‘H'Ill Party
{BAP) and the National Party
{NP).
The House, however, still
remains short of 26 mem-
bers.
According to Fafen, at
least 23 sessions have been
conducted in the lower house
of the Parliament up until
now, spanning over 66 hours
and 33 minutes. The speaker
and deputy speaker chaired
84% of the proceedings.
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has, so far, attended
only two sessions, which
makes up 10% of his atten-
dence as compared to former
premier  and  Pakistan
Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan's 29%
in the first 100 days of his

|pated by sponsoring aLenda
items or participating in dis-
cussions out of the 310 mem-
bers, 61% of which were fe-
males and 49% males.

On average, 230 members
were present in one session,
with a maximum attendance
of 302 and a minimum of
176.

The House addressed
To% of its business, includ-
ing 20 legislative bills, 93
questions, 28 calling atten-
tion notices (CANs), and 11
resolutions,

In his maiden speech, PM
Shehbaz outlined his govem-
ment’s plans for foreign rela-
tiens, agriculture, economic
affairs, tax reforms. energy.
human development. and law
and order, the Fafen report

ousted go
Faﬁ,n added that the as-
sembly elected its standi
committee on May 17 a
month-long delay. In the first
100} days, only a money bill
has been approved by the
ouse
The Fafen report high-
lights that at least 153% mem-
bers, or 51%, actively partic-

&

Specific commitments, it
added, included providing
high-quality seeds to farmers,
creating export zones, broad
tax reforms, renewable en-
ergy projects, scholarships
for students, and addressing
termorism as well as the issue
of missing persons in
Balochistan. —RT/Agency

Anchorperson Imran Riaz
Handed Over To Police In
Fraud Case

LAHORE: A Lahore dis-
trict court on Wednesday
remanded anchorperson
Imran Riaz, who was ar-
rested last night, in police
custady for one day in a
fraud case

Riaz was taken into cus-
tody at the Allama Igbal
Tnternational Airport late
Tuesday night while he
was departing for Saudi
Arabia for Haj. The visuals
of the arrest, which showed
the journalist clad in an
ihram, went viral on social
media.

He was later presented
before Judicial Magistrate
Muhammad Kamran Zafar
by the Nishtar Town po-
lice. According to the first
information report (FIR), a
copy of which is available
with Dawn.com, Riaz has
been accused of abuse of
trust. It invoked Section
406 (Punishment for crimi-
nal breach of trust) of the
Pakistan Penal Code

During  the Thearing
today, the police sought
seven-day physical remand
of Riaz. The prosecutor
stated that the anchorper-
son had borrowed Rs0 25
billion from the com-
plainant but he never re-
tumed the money

Meanwhile, Riaz’s
lawyer, Mian Ashfaq, al-
leged that the case against
his client was fake. “The
complainant was an agent

at  Maryam  Nawaz's
polling station,” he con-
tended

After hearing the argu-
ments from both sides, the
judge reserved the verdict
Later, he granted police

one-day physical remand
of Riaz

Earlier in the day,
Riaz's lawvyer Azhar Sid-
dique filed a petition in the
Lahore High Court (LHC)
seeking details of the first
information report (FIR)
under which the anchorper-
s0n was arrested

The petition, a copy of
which is available with
media, stated that Riaz was
to depart for Saudi Arabia
for Haj from Lahore when
“many civil-dresses offi-
cers from various authori-
ties came and arrested him
without providing any de-
tails” and “took him to an
undisclosed location™

“No information has
surfaced as to which FIR
was used in order to appre-
hend the Applicant on the
eve of 11.06.2024, there-
fore, it is the need of the
day that the respondents be
summaoned by this court
and they inform this court
as to which FIRs have now
been registered, of course.
frivolously, against the ap-
plicant due to which he
was llleLa\Iy and arbitrarily
arrested,” it said

It added that Riaz's

name was removed from
the Exit Control List on
June 11.

The plea prayed that the
petition be accepted and
the police, Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA), inte-
rior secretary and the Anti-
Corruption Establishment
be directed to place on
record details of the FIR
under which the anchorper-
son was arrested

Separately, Riaz's

that the anchorperson be
immediately released from
“illegal and improper cus-
tody™ and be produced in
court_ It has been fixed for

hearing before Justice
Amjad Rafique
The plea, seen by

media, named the I"unjai)
inspector general, Lahore
capital city police officer,
Cantt superintendent of po-
lice, FIA director and cyber
crime wing director as re-
spondents in the caselt
stated that Riaz was “unlaw-
fully and illegally” stopped
from travelling abroad and
was being kept under “ille-
gal and unlawful” deten-
tion. —RT/Agency

Shehbaz Commends Finland's
Backing For Pakistan’s UNSC
Non-Permanent Membershlp

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-

ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Wednesday lauded Finland’s
support to Pakistan in win-
ning a non-permanent seat
on the United Nations Secu-
rity Council (UNSC) for
2025-26

In response to Finnish
President Alexander Stubb’s
remarks on X, the prime
minister appreciated their
support to Pakistan and reit-
erated his country’s resolve
to work for upholding inter-
national law and the UN
Charter.

Earlier, President Stubb
had congratulated Pakistan,
Denmark, Greece, Panama,
and Somalia on winning the

UN Secunty Council’s non-
permanent membership

The Finnish president
also extended best wishes to

Pakistan, besides assunng
collaboration in strengthen-
ing the UN and the interna-
tional system.—RT/Agency
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