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PTI Protests ATC's Dismissal
Of Omar Ayub's Bail Plea For
Non- -appearance In Court

ISLAMABAD/SAR-

GODHA: A special anti-ter-
rorism court {ATC) in Sar-
godha Monday dismissed
PTI Secretary-General Omar
Ayub’s bail petition over
non-appearance as police
personnel stopped him from
presenting himself before the
judge, his lawyer said,
prompting a strong protest
from the party

Ayub had arrived earlier [

today at the court premises to
appear before the court; how-
ever, he could not ensure his
attendance due to the law en-
forcers, his lawyer told re-
porters, which led to his bail
plea’s dismissal in the May 9
and 10 riots case.

Several politicos, includ-
ing Ayub. Amjad Khan Niazi,
and Malik Ehsan Ullah Ti-
wana, have been nominated
in the case. With several
leaders set to appear, author-
ities had deployed additional
police personnel near the
compound.

As he was being stopped,
Ayub told reporters that the
police personnel were noi al-
lowing him to appear before
the court on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s “instruc-

tions™,

“They have taken the spe-
cial court’s judge hostage,”
alleged Ayub, who is the op-
position leader in the Na-
tional Assembly

“Under the guise of secu-
rity, the police have stopped
me from presenting myself
before the judge. But T will
not leave before marking my
attendance.” he had said but
failed to do so.

For his part, the PTI
leader and lawyer Babar
Awan, who was also present
there, said the government
should “punish others to the
extent that they can bear
themselves”, while also al-
lewing that a few people were
playing with the country’s se-
curity. Fle said that his clients

were not being allowed to ap-
pear before the court. “Chief
Justice of Pakistan [Qazi
Faez Isa] should take notice.
Which door will we knock
on for justice In response,
PTI MMNA Asad Qaiser said
on the floor of the National
Assembly that the opposition
leader was not allowed fo ap-
pear before the court today.
asking the treasury benches
under which law he was
stopped. “We condemn this
and we're staging a walk-
out.”In the Punjab Assembly.
Hafiz Farhat Abbas said that
Ayub and other PTI leaders
were not allowed to appear
before the court. He asked
the speaker 1o summon Pun-
jab’s top cop in this re-
ward —RT/Agency

RARACHI: The State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) cut its key
interest rate by 150 basis
points on Monday in a

widely expected move, mark- §

ing its first rate reduction in
nearly four years in its effort
to boost growth amid a sharp
decline in retail inflation.
The decision to cut the
key rate to 20.5% comes two
days ahead of budget and a
week after data showed infla-
tion slowed to a 30-menth
low of 11.8% in May.
However the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
foresees a risk of inflation to

rise significantly in July 2024
from current levels, before
trending down gradually dur-
h =4

c
outturn was better than antic-
ipated earlier

The Committee assessed
that underlying inflationary
pressures are also subsiding
amidst a tight monetary pol-
icy stance, supported by fis-
cal consolidation

At the same time, the
MPC viewed some upside
risks 1o the near-term infla-

tion outlook associated with
the wpcoming budgetary
measures and uncertainty re-
warding future energy price
adjustments.

Notwithstanding  these
risks and today’s decision,
the Committee noted that the
cumulative impact of the ear-
lier monetary tightening is
expected to keep inflationary
> pressures in check

As per a survey con-

y ducted by Topline Research,

43% of participants expected
the policy rate to decline by
Obps

arly, in a poll con-
ducted by CFA Society Pak-
istan, 48% expected the pol-
icy rate o decrease by up to
100bps

According 0 a
Bloomberg survey, 63% of
the participants expected a

100bps decling in the key

E

e
Alsa, for the first time in
the last four years (Since Jun
25, 2020), SBP has decided
{0 onset monetary easing

The central bank last
changed rates in an emer-
gency meeting in late June
last year, when it raised rates
by 100 basis points to a
recond high of 22%.

Talking to media, Khagan
Najeeb, one of the country'’s 2
top economists, said: "If vou
look at the interest rate in

Pakistan, which was 22%. ices

vou would realise that the
redl interest rate has become
10%0 positi "The inflation
figure of 11.8% showed that
the inflation had reduced 1o a
very low level. There [has
been]a very big room created
in Pakistan to adjust our in-

cUmmL “monetary:

i
that not only the core infla<! sproach:

tign_but also the CPFI (Con-
sumer Price Index) headline
mﬂ.dmn, and food m.ﬂatmu
are

Nﬂ]ed:l said that Pak-
istan's economy was clogged
right now with a growth rate
near 2.2%, solely coming

¥ from the agriculture sector.

“Allin all we moved n
the right direction and since
the inflation is trending
downward and food prices
are also going down in the
wake of wheat and rice crops.
s0 the inflation should remain
in the same wvicinity and
should be easing in the next
June as well.” Najeeb said.

According to the MPC
statement, first. real GDP
growth remained moderate at
2.4 % in FY24 as per provi-
morla\ data, with subdued re-
d mdustry and serv-
tserting the
strong growth in agricul-
ture Second, a reduction in
the current account deficit
has helped improve the for-
eign exchange reserves o
around USES billion despite
large debt repayments and
weak official inflows, it

added

ies the goyernment has

edthe IMF for an Ex-
iy

tended
grarn, wh k
unlockidinancial inflow:
will helin further build-up
of foreign g.by

Lasily, international il
piices . have de ’
whartaﬂ'nbn il commodity
prices hdwmﬂﬁumd fo inch
up, itsaid.

Based on lhtb\, develop-
ments, the Committee, on
balance, viewed that it was
now an appropriate time to
reduce the policy rate. The
Committee noted that the real
interest rate remains signifi-
cantly positive, which is im-
portant to continue guiding
inflation to the medium-term
target of 5-T%. Economic ac-
tivity slowed over the last two
vears in Pakistan as it imple-
mented tough reforms under
an International Monetary
Fund (IMF) bailowt in a bid o
stabilise its crashing econ-
omy.Pakistan’s Finance Min-
ister Muhammad Aurangzeb,
speaking at a business confer-
ence in China last week, said
he expected rates to come
down in the face of falling in-
flation —RT/Agency

UN Security Council Set To Decide
On US-backed Israel-Hamas
Ceasefire Proposal

UNITED NATIONS: The
United MNations  Security
Council will vote later on
Monday on a United States
(US)-drafted resolution back-
ing a proposal outlined by
US President Joe Biden fora
ceasefire between Israel and
Hamas in Gaza.

The US finalised its text

on Sunday after six days of

negotiations among the 13-
member council. It was not
immediately clear whether
veto powers Russia and
China would allow the adop-
tion of the draft

Avresolution needs at least
nine votes in favour and no
vetoes by the US, France,
Britain, China, or Russia 1o

85,

Biden laid out a three-
phase ceasefire plan on May
31 that he described as an Is-
raeli initiative. Some Secu-
rity Council members ques-
tioned whether lsrael had

accepted the plan o end the
fighting in Gaza.

The draft resolution wel-
comes the new ceasefire pro-

posal, "which Israel ac-
cepted, calls upon Hamas to
also accept it, and urges both
parties 1o fully implement its
terms without delay and
without condition =

It also goes into detail
abour the proposal, and spells
out that "if the negotiations
take longer than six weeks
for phase ane, the ceasefire

will still continue as long as
negotiations continue.”

The council in March had
demanded an  immediae
ceasefire and unconditional
release of all hostages held
by Hamas. For months, ne-
potiators from the US, Egypt,
and Catar have been trying 1o
mediate a ceasefire

Hamas says it wants a
permanent end 1o the war in
Giaza and Israeli withdrawal
from the enclave of 2.3 mil-
lion people —RT/Agency

IHC Declares Poet Ahmed
Farhad 'Missing Person'
Pending His Return Home

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) has
issued a written order in the
case of missing Kashmiri
poet Ahmed Farhad Shah
declaring him a "missing
person” and directing author-
ities to ensure his safe retum
home.

The court observed that,
given the facts, Shah forcibly
disappeared and that state
agencies have failed to re-
cover him despite their best
efforts

IHC's Judge Mohsin

Akhtar Kiyani issued the
written order, stating that
Ahmed Farhad's arrest was
illegal and that he must be
produced before a judicial
magistrate for a statement
under Section 164 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure
(CrPC).
Section 164 of the CrPC
states that a magistrate can
record any confession or
statement made to him, re-
gardless of whether he has
Jurisdiction in the case or
not

The court further directed
that the investigation should
proceed in light of Farhad's
statement.

The court's order also
called for the formation of a

larger bench to hear all cases
of 1 missing persons, with the
chief o

ministrative powers to con-
stitute the bench.

Additionally, the court
ordered that the heads of the
Military Intelligence (MI),
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI), and Intelligence B
reau {IB). as well as the in-
charge of the Counter-Ter-
rorism Department (CTD),
be summoned to the next
hearing of the criminal jus-
tice committee

They are to present their
recommendations and re-
ports to the committee, and
national secunity cases are to
be fixed for in-camera hear-
ings. The court also observed
that the heads of high-level
investigative agencies should
refrain from briefing the
media after in-camera brief-

ings and that the attorney
general and the Law minister
should ensure the mi
poet's safe retum home.
The court also empha-
sized the "absurd sur-
rounding Shah's enforced
disappearance - a shift from
the jurisdiction of Lohi Bher
police station to that of
Dheer Kot, Azad Kashmir.

Congequently, the court
deemed the circumstances of
his arrest illegal On June 4,
an  anfi-terrorism  court
(ATC) in Muzaffarabad de-
nied bail to poet Ahmed
Farhad

The Kashmiri poet went
missing from his home in Is-
lamabad on May 14 and was
found in police custody at a
police station outside Muzaf-
farabad, the capital of Azad
Jammu and Kashmar (AJK)

on May 29 —RT/Agency

Government Grants
'Conditional Permission’
For Exporting 150,000
MT Of Sugar

AD: The federal
government

150,000 metric tonnes af
sugar following a decision
taken by the Sugar Advisory
Board (Sab) on Monday, ac-
cording to an official state-
ment

The development came
during the Sab meeting
chaired by Federal Minister
for Industries and Production
Rana Tanveer Hussain in [s-
lamabad earlier today

The meeting was also at-
tended by the federal secre-
tary for industries and pro-
duction, as well as other
stakeholders including Pak-
istan Sugar Mills Associa-
tions (PSMA), Kissan Ittehad
and federal and provincial
Tepresentatives

The agenda of the meet-
ing was to discuss and re-

view the sugar stock avail-

- ability, current market prices,

sugarcane rates, present
Lmha] market sugar prices,
and ind ustry ploductmn COSL.

The Board has condition-
ally allowed expor
150,000 metric tons of sugar
It was agreed to maintain
sufficient local stocks 10 en-
sure the smooth supply of the
commodity in local markers
at a sustainable price In this
regard, an agreement was
reached berween the govern-
ment and the PSMA o en-
sure smooth supply and sta-
ble prices of sugar in the
local market The federal
minister said that ex-mills
sugar price would not be in-
creased under any circum-
stances while all the pending
payments to farmers will be
cleared on a priority hasis by
PSMA —RT/Agency

Sheikh Rashid Calls
For General Asim
Munir To Announce
Amnesty For May 9
Riot Detamees

RAWALPINDI: Former inte-
rior minister Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed on Monday de-
manded that army chief Gen
Asim  Munir  announce
amnesty for all those lan-
guighing in jails in connec-
tion with the May 9 niots

“People have suffered
tremendously in May 9-re-
lated cases. All innocents
must be granted amnesty,
the chief of the Awami Mus-
lim League said while speak-
ing to the media on the Dis-
trict Courts premises

Rashid reiterated his ap-
peal to Gen Munir and ISI
Director General Nadeem
Anjum to grant amnesty to
the innacent people, noting
that the authority held by the
ruling coalition was quite in-
significant

He also expre:
cern over the way
women leaders Alia Hamza
and Sanam Javed were being
transferred from one jail to
another.

Rashid said politicising
the battle over Form 45 and
Form 47 would only lead the
country into 4 pit, as well as
the devastation of the coun-
try’s economy.

In respanse to a query
about the India-Pakistan T20
match, Rashid said the feel-
ings of the Pakistani peaple

were hurt —RT/Agency

Efforts To Disrupt
Pakistan-China Ties Will
Be Thwarted Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Informa-
tion Minister Attaullah
Tarar on Monday said the
enemies could not digest
the development in Pak-
istan, as he promised to
foil the efforts made by
political rivals and exter-
nal forces.

He also noted that
some forces wanted to dis-
rupt Pakistan-China rela-
tions and were working on

the nefarious agenda of

creating a situation where
there could not be any
peace in the country.

The minister promised
o extend complete secu-
rity to the Chinese nation-
als living and working in
Pakistan while rooting out
the menace of rerrorism
forever

Referring 10 his recent
visit to China as member
of a delegation aceompa-
nying Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, he said an
agreement  had en

he criticised those aiming
at creating uncertainty in
Pakistan.

Tarar told a press con-
ference that no political
leader could be bigger
than Pakistan with re
ence o PTI founding
chairman Imran Khan, as
he questioned the “clean
chit” being given through
court proceedings

He said a so-called
leader had humiliated Pak-
istan around the globe, but
the things were changing,
as Pakistan was a historic

reached an upgradation of juncture leading to devel-

China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor {CPEC)
However, Tarar
stressed that political sta-
bility was a prerequisite
for economic stability, as

opment and prosperity
“All the prisons in Pak-
istan should be emptied if
a clean chit is awarded in
190 million pound mega
corruption case, he re-

marked and also cited the
cipher case about which
clear evidence is available.

He also defended the
Punjab Defamation Act
which came into effect on
Monday, arguing thar the
legislarion was for every-
one

Tarar wondered if the
local TV channels and
others could submir apol-
ogy before courts in other
countries, then why the
same could not happen in
Palkistan

When asked abour the
Tumours and reparts about
restricting social media
access, the minister
quipped that he did see the
Great Wall of China but
didn’t notice any “fire-
wall” —RT/Agency

Modi Responds To Sharif Brothers'
Congratulations Message On
Indian Election Victory

[SLAMABAD: Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday thanked
the Sharif brothers for
their congratulatory mes-
sages on him becoming
the premier for a third
time.

Modi was sworn in on
Sunday at a ceremony at-
tended by leaders from
Bangladesh, the Maldives
and Sri Lanka. Howev,
China and Pakistan were
nat present

Earlier today,

Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharit

offered a brief congratula-
tions to his counterpart on
his re-election, almost a
week after the results
came in.

“Felicitations to Naren-
dra Modi on taking oath as

the prime minmster of

ndia,” he posted on X, in
the first ofticial comments
from Pakistan.

Former PM and PML-

N President Nawaz Sharif
also congratulated the In-
dian  premier.  “Your
party’s success in recent
elections reflects the con-
fidence of the p(.t_\p]t. m
vour leadership.” Nau a4z
said in a post on

“Let us T\.pldw hate
with hope and seize the
opportunity to shape the
destiny of the two billion
people of South Asia,” he
added

Hours later, PM Modi
responded to the two,
thanking PM Shehbaz for
his “good wishes™.

To Nawaz. he said:
“Appreciate your message
Mawaz Sharif. The people
of India have always stood
for peace, security and
progressive ideas. Ad-
vancing the well-being
and security of our people
shall always remain our
priority,"—RT/Agency
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Sindh Minister Nasir
Shah chairs meeting of

By Absar Al

SUKKUR.: Provincial Minis-
ter for Energy and Power
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah had
an important meeting with
SEPCO Chief Saced Dawach
and SEPCO Task Force Re-
gional Incharge Ageel Ahmed

Tunejo at Ali House. On this BJ

occasion, CEQ  SEPCO
Saced  Ahmed Dawach
briefed the Provincial Minis-
ter for Energy and Power
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah,
stating that under the leader-
ship of Task Force Regional
Incharge Agqeel Ahmed
Tungjo, the team is working
day and night to prevent elec-
tricity thefi. Hundreds of
legal actions have been taken
against electricity thieves,
and cases have been regis-
tered. Recoveries are being
made from defaulters of elec-
tricity bills, amounting to mil-
lions of rupees. Teams are

working for the betterment of
WAPDA SEPCO. Under the
leadership of Task Force Re:
wional Incharge Ageel Ahmed
Junejo, the teams are working
day and night in districts in-
cluding Sukkur, Ghotki.
Khairpur, Jacobabad,
Kandhkot, Kashmore,
Larkana,  Dadu,  and

Naushahro Feroze, despite re- i

ceiving threats of serious con-
1 influential

sequences i
people. However, the staff
continues to work with in-

SEPCO o_fﬁcials

tegrity. CEO Saced Dawach
further mentioned that th

stallation of solar panels w
provide relief to Thc puIJI
and their ¢

Abadgar Welfare
Association rallies
against Kunri
water shortage

By MM Faisal

KUNRIL: A protest rally was
held out as a part of the
‘\badgar Welfare Associa-
tion's campaign against the
artificial scarcity of agricul-
tural water in Kunri. Leaders
including Mir Aijaz Talpur,
Haji Zahid Noon, former
District Nazim af
Tharparkar, Arbab Anwar,
former Adviser to the Chief
Minister of Sindh, and Dr.
Dost Muhammad Memon of
Jamaat-e-1slami Mirpurkhas,
along with Naib Ameer Tahir
Jat. led the rally. The proces-
sion traveled throughout the
district, reaching American
Chowk Kunri, where it re-

ceived a warm welcome
from the local residents. The
leaders highlighted the se-
wvere damage caused to crops
due to the unfair distribution
and scarcity of agricultural
water in the canals and tribu-
taries originating from Nara
Canal and Mithrae Canal
over the past two months.
They emphasized that agri-
cultural water is not reaching
remote areas, leading to a
dire shortage affecting Kharif
crops and leaving both peo-
ple and livestock thirsty. The
participation of the rally
members was invited for a
historic sit-in scheduled for
June 12 at Jamrao West Mir-
purkhas-Hyderabad Road

resolved soon. Provincial
Minister for Energy and
Power Syed Nasir Hussain
Shah praised the efforts of the
SEPCO Task Force team and

including those related 1o
load shedding, as soon as
possible

Syed Riaz Hussain Shah
Khurasani elected
Chairman of District
Council Sanghar

Marri g as the pri-

By Khadim K

SANGHAR: In a significant
development, PPP stalwart
Syed Riaz Hussain Shah
Khurasani has secured a re-
sounding victory as the
Chairman of District Council
Sanghar, emerging i-
umphant in the electoral con-
test. The unopposed election
saw Khurasani ascend to the
esteemed position, heralding
anew chapter in local gover-
nance

The announcement of
Khurasani's victory comes
amidst a backdrop of politi-
cal fervor, with GDA candi-
date  Muhammad Hassan

mary contender in the elec-
toral fray. Despite the initial
anticipation of a competitive
race, Khurasani's unopposed
triumph  underscores  the
widespread support and con-
fidence reposed in his leader-
ship.

The formal declaration of
Khurasani's success was is-
sued by the Assistant Com-
missioner, acting as the des-
ignated Returning Officer for
the District Council Chair-
man's election, marking the
culmination of a closaly
watched electoral process.
The wransition of power fol-
lows the elevation of former

Chairman Ali Hassan Hin-
goro 1o the position of MPA,
necessitating the democraric
selection of his successor
As Syed Riaz Hussain
Shah Khurasani assumes
the mantle of leadership,
all eyes are on the strate-
gic direction and policy
priorities he will cham-
pion to address the multi-
facered challenges facing
District Council Sanghar.
With a mandate secured
through popular consen-
sus, Khurasani is poised to
steer the district towards a
future marked b
progress, prosperity, and
inclusive governance

Sakrand Police arrest a notorious

By Zeeshan Soomro

SAKRAND: In a significant
breakthrough, the vigilant ef-
forts of Sakrand Police, under
the leadership of Station Gen-
eral Officer (SGO) Asghar Ali
culminated in the apprehension
of a notorious criminal involved
in a spate of motoroycle snatch-
ings. The arrested 'individual

criminal

ligence, the police swooped in
on Liaquat Ali Lashari and suc-
cessfully took him into custody.
Subsaquent investigations and
interrogation yielded crucial in-
formation leading to the recov-
ery of several stolen motorcy-
cles, shedding light on the
extent of his illicit activities
The swift and decisive ac-
tion taken by Sakrand Police

identified as Liaguat Ali underscores their unwavering
Lashari, has been a subject of commitment to combat crime
intense police scrutiny due to  and ensure the safety and secu-
his alleged involvementin mul- rity of the local commumity.
tiple incidents of vehicular SHO Sakrand has reiterated the
theft Acting on actionable intel-  department's resolve to continue

such operations, vowing to deal
firmly with criminals and up-
hold the law with an iron
fist This successful operation
comes in line with the directives
of Senior Superintendent of Po-
lice (SSF) Shaheed Benazirabad
Tanvir Hussain Tunio, who has
prioritized the crackdown on
criminal elements to maintain
law and order in the region. The
apprehension of Liaquat Ali
Lashari marks a significant vic-
tory for law enforcement agen-
cies and serves asa o
those engaged in nefarious ac-
tivities.

HYDERABAD: Women residents of Latifabad are holding a press conference at the

Hyderabad Press Club for the acceptance of their demands-RT

Daulatpur growers

protest

against

shortage of water
in Lundki Mines

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: In Daulatpur,
farmers and political and so-
cial groups, including Wajid
Rahu, Hafiz Raza Muham-
mad Rahu, Ali Nawaz Unar,
Noor-ul-Arfeen Bhurto, Fida
Hussain Dahri, and Punhal
Khoso, organized a protest
rally against the artificial
water shortage at the tail end
of the Lundki Mines. They
held a demonstration in front
of the Daulatpur Press Club,
chanting slogans against the
irrigation officials. The lead-
ers stated thar the irrigation
officials have deliberately
created a water shortage in
the Lundki Mines, destroying
the crops of the entire area
They alleged that irrigation
officers are taking bribes

amounting to millions of ru-
pees from influential land

lords at the head of the canal
and allowing illegal outlets,
pipes and water flows. Due
to this corruption and unfair-
ness, farmers ar the tail end
are facing severe difficulries.
They mentioned that they
have subminted applications
to the SDO and the

engineer multiple times, but
no one has responded 1o their
prievances. As a result, crops
worth millions of fupees are
withering, and the entire area
is facing economic hardship
The farmers demanded ac-
tion against the corrupt irri-
pation officials and called for
water 10 be delivered 1o the
tail end of the Lundki Mines
to save them from economic
ruin

-Good job Badin Police!

Badin Police arrest
seven during ongoing
operations

By Raja Zafar Iqbal

BADIN: The Badin Police
conducted several successful
operations at different places,
resulting in the arrest of var-

ious criminals and the recov-

ery of stolen goods and ille-

gal substances. According to
the details, the Tando Bago
Police led by Inspector Aijaz
Ali Soomro arrested a 3-
member motorcycle lifter
gang. The arrested suspects
include Muhammad alias
Meeru Mallah, Akhtar Mal-
lah and Dilshad alias Shad
Mallah. The police recovered
3 stolen motorcycles and an
illegal 30-bore pistol from
the suspects. Cases have
been registered against the
arrested accused at Tando
Bago Police Station, and fur-
ther investigation is under-
way. In charge C1A Inspector
Shahjhan Lashari and his
tearn apprehended the ac-
cused drug dealer Sajjad Ali
Chandio based on secret in-
formation within the limits of
Khurwah police station. One
accused, Ali Akbar Chandio,
managed 1o escape. Police

recovered 192 Gutkas and an
unlicensed 30-bore pistol
from the possession of the
accused. Cases under the
Arms Act and Gutka Act
have been registered against
the accused at K.humah po-
lice station. A 139

Tuesday, June 11, 2024

HYDERABAD: Residents ofGall]o Takkar are holding a protest demonstmtlon at the
Hyderabad Press Club against the influential police officials of their area.-RT

Sindhi Adabi Board to hold
literary event in Hala on
June 20: Makhdoom Saeed
Zaman Atif

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: Mark your calendars
for June 20, 2024, as Hala
city braces itself to host a
spectacular literary event, or-
chestrated by the Sindhi
Adabi Board (SAB) in col-
laboration with the civil soci-
ety of Sindh. Prominent liter-
ary luminaries are poised to
grace the occasion, regaling
audiences with their eloquent
poetry, captivating prose, and
an array of creative expres-
sions.

The event, set to unfold
under the esteemed patron-
age of Chairman Makhdoom

Saced Zaman Atif, promises
to be a celebration of Sindhi
culture  and  intellectual

prowess. As the custodian of

SAB's rich literary legacy,
Makhdoom Saced Zaman
Atif expressed his profound
appreciation to the Sindh
Government for its unwaver-
ing support in promoting lit-
erary endeavors across the
provinee.

In ad n to fostering a
culture of literary excellence,
Atif underscored the pivotal
role of SAB in spearheading
initiatives to establish li-
braries in every city, therehy
enriching communities with

access o knowledge and cul-
ture. The forthcoming event
in Hala marks the inaugural
step in a series of planned lit-
erary  gatherings  across
Sindh, reflecting SAB's com-
mitment to nurturing a vi-
brant literary landscape.

As anticipation mounts
for an evening of intellectual
stimulation and cultural en-
richment, Hala prepares to
serve as the vibrant backdrop
for a convergence of literary
minds and artistic expression.
Save the date and prepare to
immerse yourself in the en-
chanting world of Sindhi lit-
erafure and creativity,

NWM’s growers rally
against water shortage in
Daulatpur Branch

By Yousif Rind

NAWADR WALI MUHAM-
MAD: A wave of discontent
surged through Nawab Wali
Muhammad as hundreds of
impassioned farmers took 1o
the streets on Monday to
decry the acute shortage of
water plaguing the Daulatpur
Branch. Venting their frustra-
tion, the farmers embarked
on & spirited march from the
National Highway, converg-
ing at the Press Club of
Mawab Wali Muhammad,
where their voices echoed
with resolute determination
Amidst a chorus of fer-
vent slogans denouncing irri-
gation authorities, prominent
farmers including Ghulam
Shabbir Sangrah, Anwar Ali
Bughio, Imran Ali Unar,
Khadim  Sangrah, Nabi
Bakhsh Chandio, and Parvez
Bughio, voiced their griev-
ances to the media. They
lamented the adverse impact

of the arificial water scarci

orchestrated by irrigation of-
ficials, which has desiccated
vast swathes of sugarcane,
cotton, and other vital crops.
Allegarions were levied
against officials, accusing
them of perpetuating the
is through corrupt prac-
s such as accepting
bribes and clandestinely in-
stalling illiit lift machines
to siphon off warter from
designared channels,
thereby exacerbating the
plight of farmers. The ag-

ieved farmers demanded
immediate redressal of the
water shortage in  the
Daulatpur Branch and an
end to the economic ex-
ploitation plaguing their
livelihoods.

As tensions escalate and
discontent simmers, the ral-
lying ery for equitable ac-
cess 1o water resources
grows louder, underscoring
the urgent need for decisive
action 1o alleviate the plight
of NWM's agricultural
community.

Prize distribution ceremony held
at The Smart School Tando Jam

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO JAM: In the cere-
mony of awarding prizes to
the position holders and suc-
cessful students in the annual
examinations of the Smart
Schaol, a special event was
organized in Rehmat Lawn,

where distinguished guest
Shaukat Khanzada, Secretary
of Hyderabad Board, was
honored, and the guests were
briefed on the culture of
Sindh. The news of the stu-

dents who excelled in the an-
nual examinations of the
Smart School in Tando Jam
City was celebrated, and
prizes were distributed to the
top achievers.

The ceremony was at-
tended by notable ﬁLures in-

Special
Mirpurkhas, and Madim h-
jput, Deputy Director Private
Colleges Hyderabad Region,
along with parents of the suc-
cessful students. At this occa-

sion, various positions were
awarded, particularly ex-
pressing  solidarity  with
Palestine and praising Kash-
mir, highlighting the achieve-
ments. On this oceasion, the
school's director, Shoaib Ra-
jput, advised the parents of
the students to pay attention
to their children's education
and urged them to regularly
check the school's perform-
ance report to ensure their
children's continued
progress.

liters of country Ilquor were
seized and the accused
Muhammad Qasim Laghari
was arrested while one ac-
cused, Bashir Laghari, es-
caped. SHO Tando police
station Ghulam Ali Sub-In-
spector  Asif  Mehmood
Kayani, along with his team,
conducted operations at var-
ious places during patrol.
They arrested a Gutka seller,
Muhammad Ashraf Kunbhar

and recovered 165 sachets of | [

Gutka and 30 ready-made
Gutkas. Additionally, the ac-
cused drug seller Ghulam
Mustafa Khaskheli was ap-
prehended, and 20 liters of
country liquor were seized.
These operations demon-
strate the commitment of
Badin Police to combat
crime and ensure the safety
and security of the commu-
nity.

HYDER}\BA[i. Members ana leaders l.If.ﬂIB Qau '
protest demonstration at the Hyderabad Press Club against ongoing Israeli atrocities

in Gaza.-R

Awami Tehreek are holding a
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Style Runway Pakistan
Season 15 Shatters Records
With Unprecedented Success

KARACHL: The Style Run-
way Pakistan Fashion Show
Season 15 (SRF15) broughta
dazzling display of fashion,
art, and talent to the city, cel-
ebrating artists, models, and
esteemed guests. Held at the
iconic Clock Tower, the
event was a record-breaking
success, highlighting the
essence of Karachi's vibrant
fashion scene

Abdul Salam Dadabhoy,
Acting Chairman of the Con-
sumer Association of Pak-
istan, graced the event as the
Chief Guest. The show fea-
tured an impressive lineup of
models, including renowned
names such as Nadia Hus-
sain, Zainab Fatima, Aruba
Mirza, Zarmeena Ikram,
Anum Ageel, Benita David,
Sidra Sajid, Areej Chaudhry,
Saanch Rajput, Neha Laaj,
Rida Ali, and Sonia Asif.
Male models Tagi Ahmed,
Shoait Hasan, Fawzan Khan,
Ali Raza, Tkram Khan, Rafay
Mughal, Adil Khan, and
Kashif Khan also walked the
ramp, showcasing their ele-
gance and style.

The event featured stun-

By Afague Khanzada

§ sioner-11, Saji

y chaired & meeting of the dis-
trict officials for the seventh

1 digital agricultural census. In

1 ttendance were Ali Dino
Mahar, the Divisional Coor-

1 dinator of the Census Depart-

Vinent, District Coordinator

gri- preliminary work in this re-

ning collections from design-
ers In Style Meena Kaari,
Nook Palak, Uzair Bridal,
Uomo by Iftikhar, and Fash-
ion Zone, each bringing their
unique vision to life on the
runway. The makeup and
styling were expertly handled
by Mel & Mel Official
Makeup Team and Spotlight
Salon, led by Asma Naz.

Zia Zafar, the Chief Exec-
utive and Organizer of
SRF135, emphasized his com-
mitment to the development
and promotion of the fashion
industry. "SRF-15 is a con-
tinuation of our efforts to
nurture and showcase new

talent. We have successfully
organized 14 fashio
shows, and [ am i 1

Pahore stated that, fol-
owing the direction of the

ADC-II Tando Allahyar
Sajid Ali Pahore reviews
arrangements for 7th
agricultural census

- yar district as well. The cen-

Census Department, the agri-
cultural census work has
commenced in Tando Allah-

sus will involve recording all
details related to farmers,
landowners, agricultural ma-
chinery, livestock, and agri-
cultural crops in all locations
and villages. The Census De-
partment, district administra-
tion, and other relevant de-
partments have mitiated

gard. Thus, the agricultural
census work will be carried
out systematically and effi-
ciently.

grateful to my dedicated

team for th mwaverin
support,” said Zafar. He
highlighted the opportuni
ties provided to emergin
male and female models
demonstrate their skills and
advance in the fashion in
dustry.

The event not only cel

brated fashion but alsoll

marked a significant mile

stone in the city's cultural 1

calendar, leaving a lasting
impact on all participants
and attendees —RT

EFP Hosts Groundbreaking

u

CO
Sindh Labour Code, with
over 25 employers and their

representatives in - atten-
dance. The consultation in-
cluded members from vari-
ous industry bodies such as
FPCCI, KCCI, and several
trade associations

Syed Nazar Ali, Secre-
tary General of EFP, high-
lighted the significance of
the draft code reamlin-
ing and simplifying labour
legislation, aligning it with
international standards. He
emphasized the importance
of employer inpur, considar-
ing the direct impact the
code will have on industrial

r

relations,
ingineer Jabbar from
FPCCT underscored the op-

portunity for employers 1o
contribute valuable recom-
mendations to make the leg-
islation more industry-
iendly. Mr. Irfan stressed
the need for adaptability to
new technologies, including
Al, and urged for improved
training of labour inspec-
1015,

Khadim Rasool empha-
sized the inclusion of com-
pliance requirements for in-
ternational standards like
GSP Plus to boost exports,
while Ahmed Azeam Alavi
advocated for industry-
friendly policies 1o support
local businesses

Humayun Nazir, Chair-

ode

man of EFP's Sub Commit

Consultation On Revolutionary Draft
Sindh Labou

tee on Legal and IR, high
lighted the importance o
labour laws in supporting
industrial operations and
protecting workers' rights
He conducted a detailed
presentation on the major
sections of the code, initiat
ing discu
changes.

After thorough delibera
tion, consensus was reached
on several key clauses, and
committees were formed 1
further examine each claus

and propose revisions Thel

committees aim 1o submi
their reports within 10 days
with recommendations to be

presented to a wider group |
1

of employers for confirma-
toon.—RT

-Can you believe this?

Punjab Killer Roaming Free

As Security Guard In Karachi:

KARACHL: A proclaimed
offender and absconder
from Punjab was discov-
ered working as a security
guard in Karachi, media
reported on Monday

The man, identified as
Waseem, was arrested
two days ago in a joint
operation by Punjab and
Karachi police. During
his interrogation, Waseem
revealed how he had been
recruited and managed to
work as a security guard
in the city for 14 months
without proper documen-
tation

Waseem allegedly
murdered a man named
Masir in Lahore's Bagh-
banpura area in 2023 and
subsequently fled with the
victim's wife, first to
Rawalpindi and later to
Karachi. After arriving in
Karachi, Waseem and the
woman initially hid in
Madhu Goth in the Gul-
shan area. According to

the police, Waseem rented
a house for Rs. 9,000 per
month in Madhu Goth. He
initially worked at Sabzi
Mandi before being hired
by a security company.

he security company
didn't demand any docu-
ments from me," Waseem
told police. "l was re-
cruited as a security guard
without any prior train-
ing. I needed an identity

and obtained the author
letter with difficulty." Po-
lice officials stated that
Waseem had been hi
in Karachi after commit-
ting the murder, prompt-
ing the Punjab police to
search for him. Following
his arrest, Waseem and
the woman were handed
over to the Punjab police
for further investiga-
tion.—RT/Agency

Karachi Port Trust And
Oceanic Cruise Set Seas Ablaze
With Spectacular World Ocean

Day Celebration

KARACHI: The Karachi

Port Trust (KPT), in collab-

oration with the Mi v o
Maritime Affairs, Govern-
ment of Pakistan, organized
a vibrant boat rally to com-
memorate World Ocean
Day. The event was inaugu-
rated by the Chief Guest,
Mr. Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh,
Honorable Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs

Participants emphasized
the significance of World
Ocean Day and highlighted
eftorts of all

rs in fostering an
environmentally friendly
ocean. Leaders from the
fishermen community also
took part, reaffirming their
commitment to ocean con-
servation by promoting
sustainable practices and

preserving marine ecosys-
tems, which will help ad-
vance the Blue Economy in
Pakistan.

The event concluded
with a pledge from all par-
ticipants to continue work-
ing towards a cleaner and
healthier marine environ-
ment, reaffirming Pak-
istan's dedication to ocean
conservation —RT/Agency

1
1 e
] By Naeem Shaikh

1
1 KHAIRPUR: The resident:
1 f Channa Muhalla Khairpur,
1 including Hussain Bux Ab-
1 asi,  Ashraf  Khatoon,
Naveed Abbasi, Sobhia, and
Rehana  Khatoon  Abbasi
orded a protest demon-
U stration, stating that local in-
1 fluential figures Aijaz Chan-
io and Daim Chandio, along

ptered the house, they as-
aulted the women and inno-
cent children, dragged them
pout of the house, and took
ontrol of gold jewelry, mil-
ons of rupees in cash, prop-
ety and vehicle documents,
and other important papers.

Khairpur residents demand
justice against

s nocent children and women.

s Sindh, DIG Sukkur, and SSP
- Khairpur to take notice of the

land grabbers

They said they are now liv-
ing a displaced life with in-

They mentioned that they
went o the A-Section police
station to file a complaint
against the land mafia, but
the police did not take action.
They also  approached
elected representatives but
did not receive justice, de-
spite a court decision in their
favor.

They called on the IG

situation and provide them
with justice and protection
Otherwise, they threatened 10
set themselves on fire in
front of the SSP office in
Khairpur, for which the dis-
trict administration of Khair-
pur would be responsible.

By Narain Das

lMIRPURKII.—’\S. The Dis-
rict Council Chairman, Mir
nwar Talpur, chaired a
meeting of the District Coun-
il Mirpurkhas, where the e~
icient performance of the
1 districrs irr igation and agri-
ulture departments was re-
viewed. However, District
I Director of Nara Canal
I Naecem Memon's absence
pfrom the meeting was
1 strongly criticized by the dis-
3 trict chairman and members.
1 A condemnation resolution
1 was also presented regarding
his absence. During the
meeting, District Council
“hairman Mir Anwar Ali
alpur expressed concern
wer the issue of water shor-

1 age in the irmgation channels
Vand emphasized thar the
main issue in irrigation is the
1 water shortage. He directed

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: In a staunch
stand against the proposed
demolition of the historic
Syed Zahoor Shah Hashmi
Library in Malir, the District
President of the Sindh United
Party (SUP), Manzoor Abro,
and its General Secretary,
Shabbir Dero, have raised
their voices in condemnation.

Speaking to the media,
Abro and Dero expressed
their vehement opposition to
the decision to bulldoze the
iconic library, emphasizing
its cultural and educational
significance for the local
community. They urged the
Govemment of Sindh ta re-
consider its plans, asserting
that they would vehemently

Chairman Mir Anwar
Talpur chairs meeting of
sonsonproposdt District Council Mirpurkhas

SUP Titans Manzoor
Abro And Shabbir Dero |
Slam Proposed Destruction !

Of Syed Zahoor Shah !

Hashmi Library

the irrigation officers to
make efforts to provide water
for irrigation, stating that the
most important e in irri-
gation is the distribution of
water from irrigation chan-
nels. He emphasized that bet-
ter production of crops de-
pends on the proper
resolution of irrigation is-
sues.

In addition, district coun-

cil  members, including
Khadim Hussain Behrani,
Abdul Sarar Khaskheli,

Javed Junejo, Haji Noor Has-
san Chandio, Najma Lashari,
Azima Chandio, and others,
raised concemns about the
issue of water shortage in
Nara Canal, which is affect-
ing about 14,000 acres of
farmland. The chairman also
directed the district adminis-
tration 1o control inflation,
besides discussing the issues
related to the water shortage

1
e |

1
The Syed Zahoor Shah!
Hashmi Library stands as a'
testament to the region's rich
literary heritage and serves as
& hub for knowledge dissem-
ination, Abro and Dero's con- 1
demnation reflects the wide-
spread concern  amongl
citizens over the potential |
loss of this cultural land- )
mark.

As the debate intensi-
fies, all eves are on the
government's response to
these calls for preserva-
tion, with stakeholde
hoping for a resolution that 1
safeguards the legacy of
the Syed Zahoor Shahl
Hashmi Library for futurel
generations,

Tando Allahyar Police and
beneficiaries clash at BISP Centre

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDQ ALLAHYAR: In
Tando Allahyar, a dispute oc-
curred between the police
and citizens over a minor
issue at the Benazir Income
Support Center.  Fourteen
people were charged under
the Anti-Terrorism Act, and
four were arrested. Accord-
ing to reports, the conflict
started at the Benazir Income
Support Program center, es-
tablished in the Provincial
High School of Tando Allah-
yar, between the citizens and
the police officers on duty.
During the altercation, blows
and kicks were exchanged,
causing chaos. This led to
panic among the women who
had come to withdraw
maoney, and many of them
left without collecting their
payments. Following the in-
cident, a case was registered
at the Tando Allahyar A-Sec-
tion pelice station against
eight named individuals, in-
cluding Ismail Rind, Nazir
Rind, and Jameel Rind, as

well as six unidentified peo-
ple. According to the families
of the arrested youth, their
young relative was selling
cold water outside the BISP
center when the police offi-
cers on duty forbade him
from selling water and
forcibly tried to remove him
from the center, assaulting

him in the process. This led
1o the altercation. The fami-
lies claimed that the police
were unjustly accusing their
relatives of attempting to rob
the women. They appealed to
the DIG of Hyderabad and
other authorities to investi-
gate the matter and provide
justice.

BISP Chairperson Urges Enhanced
Services For Beneficiaries, Vows Strict
Action Against Violations

By Saleem Soom

LARKANA: Chairperson of
the Benazir Income Support
Program (BISP), Rubina
Khalid, emphasized the need
for BISP officers to provide
maximum facilities to bene-
ficiaries to ensure they do not
face any inconvenience. She
expressed these views while
presiding over a high-level
meeting at the Darbar Hall of
the Deputy Commissioner's
office in Larkana. The meet-
ing was attended by Deputy
Commissioner of Larkana
Dr. Sherjeel Noor Channa,
Chairman of the District
Council  Larkana  Aijaz
Ahmed Laghari, Mayor of
Municipal Corporation
Larkana Anwar Ali Luhar,
former MNA  Nasibaan
Channa, Director General of
BISP Sindh Region Zulfigar
Ali Shaikh, and others. Dur-
ing the meeting, the Chair-
person stated that more than
9.5 million people benefit
from this program, which
was introduced by the Presi-
dent of Pakistan, Asif Ali
Fardari, to help the poor be-
come self-sufficient. She in-
structed BISP officials not 1o
make any deductions from
the beneficiaries' amounts,
warning that strict legal ac-

tion would be taken against
those who violate this direc-
tive. She stressed that this
program is the right of the
poor, and any injustice in this
regard would not be toler-
ated. Special anention should
be given 1o pregnant women
and small children, and
arrangements  should be
made to protect the centers
from heat and provide clean
drinking water. The Chair-
person also mentioned efforts
1o open an office in Badah o
provide more facilities to the
people in that area. Speaking
to the media, she said the
visit was aimed at providing
maximum benefits and facil-
ities to the beneficiaries
Deputy Commissioner of
Larkana stated that people
are quite satisfied with this
program, but there is a need

to make it more effective and
efficient. He highlighted the
issue of overcrowding at
banks due to link downtime
and suggested that bank offi-
cials ensure proper arrange-
ments o prevent inconven-
ience  to  beneficiaries.
District Council Chairman
Aijaz Ahmed Laghari men-
tioned that the meeting was
held on the instructions of
Adi Faryal Talpur, who
wants to ensure that women
do not face any difficulties
and can receive their money
easily.

He suggested increasing
the BISP staff and conduct-
ing surveys at the UC level
for new registrations, as well
as increasing the number of
camps for beneficiaries to
avoid any inconvenience
Director General of BISP
Sindh  Region, Zulfigar
Shaikh, stated that there
were complaints about de-
ductions i Kambar-Shah-
dadkot were resolved after
his visit. He acknowledged
the staff shortage but assured
that efforts are being made to
provide more facilities to the
heneficiaries. The meeting
was attended by Taluka
chairmen, UC chairmen,
BISP officials, and relared
stakeholders

SALU Registrar Nazir Ahmed Mangnejo

opposes posting of VC Dr. K

By Naeem Shaikh

KHAIRPUR: The appoint-

ment for the position of Vice
Chancellor ar Shah Abdul
Latif University Khairpur
will be implemented once
clear arders are issued by the
judiciary or the Sindh Gov-
ernment. Forced imposition
aof a Vice Chancellor is ille-
gal, and unnecessary uproar
should nor tarnish the reputa-

tion of this educational insti-

tution.

These views were ex-
pressed by Shah Abdul Latif
University Khairpur's Regis-
trar, Nazir Ahmed Mangnejo.
during a media interaction in
his office. Nazir Mangnejo
stated that the university's

y admin block and offices are

open and while there are ac-
ademic vacations, office
work continues as usual On
the other hand, the Joint Ac-
tion Committee of Shah
Abdul  Latif University
protested over the wiral

1 spread of unethical videos of reinstating him as Vice Chan-
1 former Vice Chancellor Dr. cellor. They condemned the

Khalil Thupoto

The protest was led by
Professor Ikhtiar Ghumro,
Muhammad Murad Pirzado,
Syed Munir Shah Rashdi,
Hakim  Phulpoto, Riaz
Ghumro, and others. The
protestors said that Dr. Khalil
Thupoto should have volun-
tarily resign following the
viral unethical videos Al-
though the court has canceled
Khalil Thupoto's leave, it has
not issued any clear ordars

halil Ibupoto
amy | im

- 4
failed attempts by Khalil
Thupato's indecent associates
to support him. The protes-
tors urged to act sensibly
wamning that if Khalil
Ibupoto is reappointed and
sent back to the university,
they will use legal means to
prevent his return. They
called on the country's
judiciary and the

move Khalil Ibupoto from
Shah Abdul Latif University
and appoint an honest Vice
Chancellor.

DC Jacobabad Zahoor
Ahmed Marri fixes roti rates

By Muhammad Ali Surhio

JTACOBABAD Deputy
Commissioner Zahoor
Ahmed Marri has taken de-
cisive action to regulate the

es of essential food
ems in Jacobabad District,
line with directives from
the Sindh government
aimed at curbing hoarding

y and ensuring affordability

for consumers. The newly
sued notification by the
district administration intro-
duces standardized rates for
Maan, Chapati, and Paratha
across all eateries and es-
tablishments. As per the di-
rectives outlined in the no-
tification, the price of a
130-gram tandoori Naan

has been fixed at 20 rupees,
while a 110-gram Chap-
ati/Roti will be available at
15 rupees. Additionally, a
120-gram Paratha will now
cost 40 rupees, providing
clarity and consistency in
pricing for consumers

The order mandates all
hotels, restaurants, and food
vendors to prominently dis-
play the revised price list at
their premises, ensuring
transparency and adherence
to the prescribed rates. Any
establishment found flout-
ing these regulations and
charging prices higher than
the stipulated amounts will
face stringent legal reper-
cussions, underscoring the
administration's commit-

ment to enforcing fair pric-
ing practices.

In a bid to empower
consumers and safeguard
their interests, the general
public is urged to remain
wvigilant and report in-
stances of overcharging to
the relevant authorities, in-
cluding the Deputy Com-
missioner, Assistant Com-
missioners, Mukhtiarkars,
or other designated offices
By fostering greater ac-
countability and trans-
parency in the pricing of
essential  commodities,
Deputy Commissioner Za-
hoor Ahmed Marri aims to
promote accessibility and
affordability for all resi-
dents of Jacobabad District
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Time to move on from the Pakistan Cricket Team

he recent defeat of the Pakistan cricket team
against arch-rivals India in the T20 World
Cup has once again highlighted the peren-
nial disappointment that accompanies sup-

Former cricketers, fans, and pundits alike have ex-
pressed their disappointment and outrage, with many
echoing sentiments of abandonment and resignation.

porting this team. The lackluster performance on the
field, coupled with a history of underwhelming re-
sults, has left fans rightfully furious and disillu-
sioned.

The loss to India, following a defeat against the
United States, underscores a deeper problem within
the team — a lack of cohesion, talent, and strategic
prowess. Despite boasting individual talents, the
team consistently fails to perform collectively when
it matters the most. The timid batting display against
India, coupled with a lack of resilience in crucial mo-
ments, only adds fuel to the fire of frustration.
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The decision of Pakistani fans to finally give up on
the team is not just an emotional reaction but a ra-
tional response to years of heartbreak and letdowns.

It's time for a reality check, The Pakistan cricket
team, once a powerhouse in the sport, has now be-
come a shadow of its former self. The continuous
cycle of mediocrity and inconsistency has eroded the
trust and faith of supporters. The team's inability to

tions.

rise to the occasion not only disappoints fans but also
reflects poorly on the nation as a whole.

Moving forward, Pakistani cricket fans must redi-
rect their passion and support towards teams and
players who demonstrate professionalism, dedica-
tion, and a winning mentality. It's time to break free
from the shackles of blind allegiance and demand ac-
countability and excellence from those who repre-
sent the country on the cricketing stage.

While memories of past glories may linger, it's im-
perative to acknowledge the harsh reality — the Pak-
istan cricket team, in its current state, is no longer
worthy of our unwavering love and admiration. It's
time to bid farewell to the disappointments and em-
brace a new era of ericketing aspirations and ambi-

HYDERABAD: Members and Icmlcn of the HDYA Labor Union are holding a protest
demonst n ai the Hyderabad Press Club against the non-payn r salaries
and pensions.-RT

Renovation work
of police stations begins
in Umerkot

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: A transforma-
tive initiative spearheaded by
IG  Sindh Ghulam Nabi
Memon and DIG Mirpurkhas
Range Javed Sonaro Jiskani
is set to revolutionize the
policing  landscape  in g
Umerkat District. With a vi-
sion 1o enhance service deliv-
ery and public satisfaction,
the Police Station in Taluka
Kunri is slated for a compre-
hensive overhaul, paving the
way for its metamorphosis
into a model police station
The ambitious renovation
praject, aimed at modemiz-
ing policing infrastructure
and practices, has com-
menced with fervor, symhbal-
izing a paradigm shift to-
wards a more citizen-centric
approach to law enforce-
ment. The dilapidated prem-
ises of the Kunri Police Sta-
tion are undergoing a
thorough  refurbishment
marking the beginning of a
new era in community polic-
ing. SSP Umerkot Asif Raza
Baloch affirmed that the en-
deavor aligns with the vision-
ary directives of senior offi-

cers, who envision the estab-  conventional policing norms
lishment of model police sta- The refurbishment initia
tions equipped with cutting- tive symbolizes a concerted
edge smart technology and effort to bridge the gap be-
manned by proficient person-  tween law enforoement agen-
nel. The initiative seeks to cies and the communities
transcend traditional policing  they serve, fostering trust and
methodologies, fostering a collaboration

culture of responsiveness and ~~ As  construction  pro-
accountability within law en- gresses, anticipation mounts
forcement agencies Under for the realization of en-
the transformative agenda, hanced policing standards
emphasis is placed on ensur- and elevated public satisfac-
ing expeditious resolution of tion, reaffirming the commit-
public grievances and provi- ment of authorities to usher
sion of essential services, in anew era of law enforce-
ment excellence in Umerkot.

heralding a departure from

HYDERABAD: Residents of Tando Saced Khan are holding a protest demonstration
at the Hyderabad Press Club for the acceptance of their demands -RT

District Chairman Badin
Ali Asghar Halepoto
distributes cheques
amongst retired
municipal employees

. By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: In a compassion-
ate gesture reflecting the
District Council's unwa-
vering commitment to the
welfare of its retired work-
force, District Chairman
Ali Asghar Halepoto or-
chestrated the distribution
of pension cheques to 9 re-
tired employees of the
District Council Badin.
Accompanied by Vice
Chairman Fida Hussain
Mandhro and Chief Offi-
cer Ashok Kumar, the cer-
emony served as a
poignant acknowledgment
of the invaluable contribu-
tions rendered by the re-
tirees.

Chairman Fida Hussain
reiterated the District
Council's steadfast dedica-
tion 1o safeguarding the in-
terests of retired employ-
ees and their bereaved
spouses, underscoring the
organization's  enduring
pledge 1o provide steadfast
support in their post-serv-
ice years. The distribution

of pension cheques stands
as a tangible testament to
the council's unwavering
commitment 1o upholding
the dignity and welfare of
its former stafl’ members
Chief Officer Ashok
Kumar echoed these senti-
ments, reaffirming the
District Council's unwa-
vering resolve 1o prioritize
the legitimate concerns of
every employee, past and
present. Emphasizing the
organization's duty to en-
sure the well-being and fi-
nancial security of s
workforce, Kumar under-

scored the council's proac- | §

tive approach in address-

HYDERABAD: Employees of Paretabad Town are holding a protest demonsir:

at the Hyderabad Press Club against the non-paymenti of their salaries-RT

Zawar Sabir Hussain Wadho
elected as President of SUC
Kambar-Shahdadkot

ing the needs of retired | L%

personnel.

As the pension cheques
were dispersed with heart-
felt gratitude, the occasion
served as a poignant re-
minder of the District
Couneil's ethos of compas-
sion and solidarity, reaf-
firming its status as a bea-
con of support for its
employees across  all
stages of their lives

Violent Clash Erupts In
Tando Bago, Manganhar
Community Protests
Injustices

By Sher Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: Chaos
engulfed the streets of
Tando Bago as members
of the Manganhar com-
munity found them-
selves embroiled in a
fierce clash, escalating
tensions and prompting
a fervent protest demon-
stration  outside  the
press club. Led by
prominent figures in-
cluding  Amjad  Ali,
Janan, Shabana, and
Sakina Manganhar, the
demonstrators  voiced
vehement opposition to
what they perceived as
blatant injustices perpe-
trated against their com-
munity.

The simmering unrest
stems from a recent al-
tercation on May
which saw members of
the Manganhar commu-
nity, including Kareem
Bakhsh, Sajjad, and
Yousuf Manganhar, sub-
Jected to a brutal attack,
resulting in grievous in-
juries to Luwai Sarya.
The injured individual

7, math of

was rushed to Tando
Bago hospital for urgent
medical treatment,
where a case has since
been registered in con-
nection with the inci-
dent

In response to the es-
calating tensions, au-
thorities have swung
into action, with the
Tando Bago police ef-

fecting several arrests in |§

connection with the vio-
lent altercation. How-
ever, despite these ef-
forts, a mnumber
suspects remain at large,
prompting urgent ap-
peals to the Sindh Polic
and District  Polic
Tando Bago to appre-
hend them swiftly.

As the community
grapples with the after-
the wviolent
clash, calls for justice
reverberate through the

streets of Tando Bago, |§

underscoring the press-
ing need for swift and
decisive action to re-
store peace and security
to the embattled local-
ity

of

SHAHDADKOT: In a signif-
icant development, Zawar
Sabir Hussain Wadho has as-
cended to the presidency of
the Shia Ulema Council for
Kambar-Shahdadkot District.
securing an unopposed vic-
tory. The inauguration cere-
mony, officiated by the es-
teemed leader of the Election
Commission, Hujjatul Islam
wal Muslimeen Maulana Za-
hoor Hussain Ruhani, wit-
nessed a gathering of distin-
ished dignitaries including
ional President Zakir

The solemn o'uh taking
ceremany, conducted amidst
a backdrop of fervent enthu-
siasm, underscored the col-
lective  endorsement of
Wadho's leadership by the
provincial hierarchy and
Election Commission. As the
proceedings unfolded in the
village of New Tharo Wadho,
echoing with resounding sup-
port, Wadho expressed heart-
felt gratitude to the unit and
district officials for their un-
wavering solidarity and en-
dorsement.

Di
Hussain Bughio

uhani

Zakir Huss'un
Bughio, and Larkana Distric
President Ghulam Asghal
Jannati, among others,
lauded Wadho's ascendﬁncy
to the presidency, hailing it as
a testament to his unwaver-
ing commitment and leader-
ship prowess

With Wadho assuming the
mantle of leadership, an
pation mounts for a new era
of progress and cohesion
within the Kambar-Shahdad-
kot community, underpinned
by the principles of unity and

Maulana Zahoor Hussain service to humanity -RT

HYDERABAD: \lem bers s.ml leaders of the Retired Government Teachers Associa-

tion Sindh are holding a protest ation for ac

the Hyderabad press club.-RT

of their at
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Allegations of fake degree on
LUMHS VC condemned

By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHORQ: In recent de-
velopments, allegations of a
fake degree against Dr. Ikra-
muddin Ujjan, the Vice
Chancellor of LUMHs, have
surfaced. These claims have
been propagated by Sattar
Jatoi. It's important to clarify
that Dr. [kramuddin Ujjan
holds credible qualifications,
including an M.Phill, PHD,
FCPS and FRCP from rep-
utable institutions in the UK.
These credentials have been
verified by the Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC),
ensuring their authenticity.

The origins of these ac-
cusations stem from a per-
sonal vendetta by Sattar
Jatoi, who sought to influ-
ence the appointment of his
son, an engineer, as the Di-
rector of Finance at
LUMHs. Despite his previ-
ous position as Director of
Finance at LUMHs, Sattar
Jatoi's tenure was marred by
controversy and legal pro-
ceedings, resulting in his re-
moval by the court.

Upon refusal of his son's
appointment by Dr. Tkram
Ujjan, Sattar Jatoi resorted
to spreading false informa-
tion on social media plat-

forms, attempting to tarnish
Dr. Ujjan's reputation

It is evident that these al-
legations are unfounded and
politically motivated. Dr.
Ikram Ujjan's qualifications
have been thoroughly veri-
fied by credible authorities,
and his integrity remains un-
questionable. In light of
these events, it is imperative
1o disregard baseless accusa-
tions and focus on support-
ing the continued efforts of
Dr. Tkram Ujjan in advane-
ing the goals of LUMHs and
upholding the standards of
excellence in education and
healthcare.
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By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: The thrill of cricket
under the night sky reached
its pinnacle as the 8th Karim
Bux Khoso and Sardar
Bashir Khan Khoso Night
Cricket Tournament con-
cluded near Thul. The tour-
nament, graced by the partic-
ipation of 32 dynamic teams,
culminated in a gripping
final showdown between
Khan Eleven and Welcome
Eleven.

In a fiercely contested
battle. Khan Eleven set a for-
midable target of 68 runs in §

g showcasing  their
rowess with the bat. How-
Vever, Welcome Eleven rose
Vo the occasion with a stellar
1 batting display, efforilessly
I chasing down the target in
1 just 4 overs, sealing their vic-
I tory in spectacular fashion
1 The heroics of Mehboob
1 Ali, whose scintillating per-

T20 World Cup 2024: 'Major
surgery needed,' says PCB
chief after India drubbmg

NEW YORK: Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) Chair-
man  Mohsin Nagvi  ex-
pressed disappointment in
the Green Shirts after the loss
against India, saying that this
poor performance indicates
the need for a "major sur-
gery”

Speaking w journalists
after the Pakistan vs India
match at Nassau County In-
ternational Cricket Stadium,
Nagvi said that the "defeat
against India was disappoint-
ing in every sense”

Pakistan on Sunday suf-
fered a humiliating loss
against the arch-rivals as they
lost by six runs despite an
impressive performance by
the bowlers who restricted
the opponents 1o 119 after
winning the toss

The PCB chairman said
that he "knows what is going
on in the tzam and what are
the reasons for losing”

"It seemed that a minor
surgery would work but after
this bad performance, I'm
now sure that a major surgery
is required. The nation will
s00n see a major overhaul "
sand Nagvi

The chairman further said
that their biggest challenge is
1o improve the team's per-
formance as it is currently at
the lowest level

Speaking abouw

s the best in the world. The na

cmnmb events, Nagvi said
that they have 1o prepare a
team for the Champions Tro-
phy 2025, "The time has
come o @ive a chance (o th
outside talent,” he asserted

“We have to make the
Pakistani cricket team one of

tion does not expect such a
disappointing performanc
from the cricket team," said
MNaqvi.—Agency

8th Karim Bux Khoso and

Sardar Bashir Khan Khoso

Night Cricket Tournament
concludes in Thul

coveted title of Man of the
Match, illuminated the night
as he displayved remarkable
skill and finesse with the bat.

Amidst jubilant celebra-
tions, special guests Parvez
Khan Khoso and Faroog
Khan Khoso graced the occa-
sion, adding to the grandeur
of the event. In a heartwarm-
ing gesture, they presented
prizes and cash rewards to
the triumphant Welcome
Eleven and the gallant run-
ners-up, cementing the spirit
of camaraderie and sports-
manship that encapsulated
the tournament

As the curtains draw to a
close on vet another exhila-
rating edition of the Night
Cricket Tounament, partici-
pants and spectators alike de-
part with cherished memo-
ries and a renewed passion
for the beloved sport, eagerly
anticipating the next chapter
of cricketing excellence in

Tl

j formance eamed him the Thul

Sujawal Police arrest a

a shootout

ayat

1 SUTAWAL: Tense moments

nfolded in the vicinity of

1 Dargah Mahindr Pir late last
g night as the Sujawal Police
urldud 1o reports of sus-

By Kamran

1
lan‘m.d indivicluals a]I\,
Ianmng 0 engage in

1 Station HL\I.JM. Officer (SHO}
Lot Sujawal, along with the
1 in-charge of the Criminal In-

stigation Agency (CI1A),

romptly mobilized to the
1 scene 1o confront the perpe-
I trators
1 Upon arrival, a fierce en-
1 counter ensued between law
lenforccmem personnel and

e armed suspects, resulting
1 the arrest af a notorious
criminal identified as Ghu-
lam Hussain, son of Ashraf
Mallah, who sustained in-
es during the exchange of
unfire. Regrettably, two
Vother suspects, identified as
I Abdul Khalig Mallah and

[}
1
1
| notorious criminal after
1
1
1

Rahib Amro, managed to
evade capture and fled the
SERNE.

The apprehended suspect
was found in possession of a
TT pistol and two bullets, un-
derscoring the gravity of the
situation and the potential
threat posed by the criminal
elements operating in the
area. Ghulam Hussain is cur-
rently in police custody,
where he will undergzo inter-
rogation and further investi-
gation info his crimimal his-
tory and affiliations.

Authorities have initiated
legal proceedings against
both the arrested and ab-
sconding suspects, with a
comprehensive case regis-
tered to pursue justice and
uphold the rule of law. The
successful operation reflects
the unwavering commitment
of the Sujawal Police to
maintain peace and security
in the region, sending a clear
message of deterrence to
would-be offenders

T20 World Cup 2024: South Africa beat

NEW YORK: South Africa
defeated Bangladesh by 4
runs in the T20 World Cup
2024 thriller played at Nas-
sau County International
Cricket Stadium, New York,
on Monday.

Bangladesh, just like
South Africa, had a terrible
start to their innings as the
Proteas pacer wreaked havoc
on their batters as all of
Tanzid Hasan (9 off 9), Naj-
mul Hossain Shanto (14 off
23), Liton Das (9 off 13) and
Shakib Al Hasan (3 off 4)
were back to the pavilion,
leaving their side 50-4 in 9.5
overs

Experienced all-rounder
Mahmudullah and Towhid
Hridoy's 44-run partmership
brought some stability to the
struggling batting lineup.
Hridoy played a great knock
(37 off 34) under the diffi-
cult New York conditions
but he was removed by Kag-
iso Rabada

However, despite losing

Name: Ali Khan

Location:
About me; Strike a pose if you love modeling
like mel

his partner, Mahmudullah

11) returning to the pavilion

Bangladesh by 4 runs

carly.

The next victim was no
other than the Proteas’ skip-
per Aiden Markram as he
was clean-bowled by Taskin
Ahmed for just four runs in
the fourth over. Bangladesh
continued with their brilliant
bowling as Tanzim Hasan
struck once again and re-
maoved Tristan Stubbs for a

c!
It looked like yet another
collapse while barting first

in New York but David
Miller and Heinrich Klaasen
formed a crucial 79-run part-
nership and helped their side
reach a decent total.

Klaasen  contributed
valuable 46 runs before los-
ing his wicker 1o Taskin
while Miller departed for the
pavilion after posting 29
runs as South Africa con-
cluded their innings at 113-6
runs in the allocated
overs —Agency

District Public Prosecutor
Asif Bhutto Bids Farewell,
Emphasizes Ongoing
Commitment To Justice

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: District Public
Prosecutor Asif Bhutto bid
a heartfelt farewell during a
poignant session attended
by esteemed individuals
from the community and
Session Judge Larkana,
Syed Sharifuddin Shah.
The gathering served as a
testament to the unwaver-
ing commitment of the ju-
diciary to uphold the prin-
ciples of justice and
fairness

In his address, Public
Prosecutor  Asif Bhutto
lauded the steadfast dedica-
tion of Session Judge Syed
Sharifuddin Shah in ensur-
ing the expeditious and eg-
uitable dispensation of jus-
tice. He underscored the

pivotal role of the courts as
bastions of justice, wherein
every individual, regardless
of social status, is afforded
representation and the op-
portunity for a fair trial
Amidst myriad chal-
lenges, Bhutto reaffirmed
the judiciary's unwavering
focus on advocating for the
rights of the underprivi-
leged and marginalized
segments of society. He
stressed the imperative of
ensuring that justice is not
merely a privilege for the
privileged but a fundamen-
tal right accessible to all
District Session Judge Syed
Sharifuddin Shah echoed
these sentiments, emphasiz-
ing the paramount duty of
the court to uphold the rule
of law and deliver impartial

verdicts that safeguard the
interests of the oppressed.
His impassioned plea urged
judges to remain steadfast
in their pursuit of justice,
ensuring that the voices of
the wvulnerable are heard
and vindicated through fair
and transparent legal pro-
ceedings. The event was
graced by the presence of
Prosecutor Nadim Ahmed
Tunio, Pir Muhammad
Khuhawar, Akram Shaikh,
Ali Gul Shaikh, Zulfigar
Magsi, Madam Rubina
Dhamrah, Madam Shahzia
Surhie, and numerous other
dignitaries, whose collec-
tive support underscores
the unity and resilience of
Larkana's legal fraternity in
its noble pursuit of justice
for all.

Qazi Ahmed’s Rahu
community protests for
recovery of abducted woman

By Mumtaz Ali Scomro

QAZI AHMED: Tension
gripped the village of
Hashim Rahu near Qazi
Ahmed as residents took to
the streets on Monday in a
fervent protest demanding
the immediate recovery of
an abducted woman. Led by
community leaders includ-
ing Amjad Ali Rahu, Wazir
Al Rahu, Asghar, Sultan,
Suraya, and others, the
demonstrators voiced their
anguish over the prolonged
disappearance of Saba, al-
legedly abducted by individ-
uals  associated  with
Ghotki's Lund Sardar

Speaking to the media,
the protest leaders expressed
deep Frustration with the
perceived inaction of law
enforcement agencies,
lamenting  the lack of
progress in the investigation
despite the passage of eight
long months. Their pleas for
justice and swift action have
fallen on deaf ears, exacer-
bating the anguish and anxi-
ety of the victim’s family
and the wider community.

Amidst chants demand-
ing justice, the protesters
underscored the urgency of
the situation and issued a
stern warning, declaring
their intention 1o escalate

the protest if their demands
for the safe return of Saba
are not met promptly. The
palpable sense of outrage
and desperation underscores
the gravity of the situation,
with the community stead-
fast in its resolve to secure
justice for the abducted
WOman.

As tensions simmer and
the specter of further unrest
looms, all eves remain fixed
on the authorities, who are
under mounting pressure to
deliver swift and decisive
action to address the griev-
ances of the Rahu commu-
nity and ensure the safe re-
tumn of Saba

13-year-old boy commits
suicide In Larkana

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The serene at-
mosphere of Rizwan Colony
in Larkana was shattered by
a heartbreaking incident as
1 3-year-old Majid, son of
Ghulam Hussain Kalhoro, a
student of the 6th grade, was
discovered lifeless within
the confines of his home.
The tragic discovery, made
by the grief-stricken family,
has left the community reel-
ing with shock and disbelief.

According to initial re-
ports from the Rehmatpur
police starion, Majid was
found hanging by a rope in-
side his residence, |End|ﬂL_
authorities 10 sw
spond w0 the distressing

scene. The family promptly
alerted the police, who
swiftly transported the
young boy's remains to
Chandka Hospital for a thor-
ough post-moriem examina-
tion.

While the circumstances
surrounding  Majid's un-
timely demise  remain
shrouded in mystery, his rel-
atives have disclosed that he
took his own life. However,
the exact motives behind
this tragic act remain un-
clear, leaving the family
grappling with inconsolable
grief and unanswered ques-
tions, Law enforcement offi-
cials have launched an in-

- wvestigation into the incident

following the completion of

the post-mortem examina-
tion, treating the case as a
suicide as reported by the
family. The solemn retum of
Majid's body to his devas-
tated loved ones has evoked
an outpouring of sorrow and
mourning throughout the
neighborhood, as friends,
family, and neighbors strug-
gle 1o come to terms with
the loss of a bright young
life. As the community grap-
ples with the aftermath of
this devastating event, the
tragic death of Majid serves
as a somber reminder of the
imponance of mental health
awareness and the need for
SLlpp('ll[ 5:}'§Ienl§ 10 prevent
such heartbreaking occur-
rences in the future

remained on the pirch and
stayed till the last aver but

victory 2
their innings at 1097

Earlier in the first in-
South Africa set a
n target far
Bangladesh

Bangladesh bowlers were
on top from the first over as
Tanzim Hasan Sakib bam-
boozled the Proteas’ opening
pair in his first two overs
with Reere Hendricks (0)
and Quinton de Kock (18 off|
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America’s

sweetheart

Taylor Swift shows the
height of commitment
for fans safety

At her recent show in Ed-

inburgh, Taylor Swift saw a
few fans in need of help so
she stopped the concert and
demanded the security to
help them or else she would
not perform.

In fan-recorded footage,
the Carolina hitmaker was

ready to sing her track
Would've, Could've,
Should've and in that mo-

ment she saw some of her
fans needed assistance.
Taylor in the microphone
pointed the security toward
them and even threatened to
not perform until they were

Kids® Corner section at

l, according to
TMZ

This level of attention
wag prefty common in the
Grammy winner's concerts
ag she had previously di-
rected the staff to aid con-
certgoers.

Earlier, the 34-year-old
expressed shock after a fan
in her South American leg
of the Eras Tour died due to
extreme heat.

"1 can't even tell you
how devastated 1 am after
this," she wrote, "I am writ-
ing this from my dressing
room in the stadium. The
decision has been made to
postpone tonight's show
due to extreme tempera-
tures in Rio."

Jennifer Lopez dashes Ben Affleck
divorce rumors with latest move

fleck  and  Jennifer
Lawrence are heading
for a divorce, the latter
stepped out with her en-
gagement ring and wed-
ding band hinting at the
efforts to salvage the re-
lationship ongoing.

In photographs of her

Amid rcpurts-Bcn Af—l

latest outing in Los An-
zeles, the Grammy win-
ner was with her daugh-
ter Emme while wearing
her wedding a S0T1¢5
may ease fans
tensions who were fear-
ing bad news after the
couple decided to sell
their over %60 million

home in Beverly Hills
In the meantime, the
split rumours about the
pair were at their peak
in May when an insider
confided to ET that the
duo was "going through
some problems.”

The matter was fur-
ther deteriorated after

Ben was snapped with-
out his wedding ring.

"len and Ben are con-
tinuing to take space
from each other. They've
been having issues for a
few months and trying
to figure things out on
their own," the tip-
ster tattled




Tuesday, June 11, 2024

HEARTLAND

REGIZ=NAL TIMES:!
e

THIE

Eight Marwari community homes gutted

By Azhar Kubar
SETHARJA: Tragedy
struck the village of

Muhammad Rafique Kam-
boh near Setharja as a fierce
fire ravaged through eight
homes belonging to the
Marwari community on
Monday. The blaze, which
erupted suddenly, engulfed
the residences, leaving be-
hind a trail of destruction
and despair.

Residents of the affected
homes, including Ajeeto
Mal, Janu Ram, Krishan,
and several others, help-
lessly watched as the flames
consumed their dwellings,
reducing their cherished
possessions to ashes in a
matter of moments. The
devastating inferno spared
nothing in its path, leaving
the affected families reeling
from the loss of their homes

in Setharja fire

and belongings

In the aftermath of the
fire, the distraught victims
have issued an urgent appeal
to the government for finan-
cial assistance to aid in their
recovery and rebuilding ef-
forts. With their |
and shelter now reduced to
rubble, they look to authori-

ties for support and relief

during this trying time.

The incident serves as a
grim reminder of the vulner-
ability faced by communi-

ties in the face of unfore-
seen disasters and under-
scores the importance of
proactive measures to pre-
vent and mitigate such
calamities in the future. As
the affected families grapple
with the aftermath of the
devastating fire, efforts are
underway to provide them
with the necessary assis-
tance and support to rebuild
their lives and restore a
sense of normaley to their
shattered community.

Renovation work of Tarkham Sahib
Temple begins in Talhar

TALHAR: A significant
step towards preserving cul-
tural heritage has been initi-
ated as renovation work on
the revered Tarkham Sahib
Temple in Talhar has com-
menced.  The temple
steeped in history and her-
itage, had languished in a
state of disrepair, prompting
concerted efforts 1o restore
its former glory

Under the guidance of a
dedicated committee en-
trusted with overseei
restoration proc
Pakistan People”
nority wing leader Sunil
Kumar, the long-awaited
renovation work has finally
commenced. The commit-
tee's diligent efforts signify
a collective commitment to
preserving the rich cultural

he legacy embodied by the his-
¢ toric temple

the Shiv
ng Sunil
] their un-

Leaders of

¢ the ed
ring its signif-

munal harmony and spiri-

tual reverence.

Amidst the restoration
efforts, stakeholders have
called upon the Sindh Gov-
emment's Department of
Culture to lend its support
in safeguarding this invalu-
able piece of heritage. Their
impassioned plea under-
scores the importance of
governmental intervention
in ensuring the preservation
and maintenance of this his-
toric site for future genera-
tions to cherish and appreci-
ate. As the renovation
project unfolds, anticipa-
tion mounts for the revital-
ization of the Tarkham
Sahib Temple, which stands
as a testament to the endur-
ing cultural tapestry of Tal-
har and the broader re-
gion —RT

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: The Cen-
tral President of Anjuman
Safina Ahle Bait (AS) Tando
Adam, Rages Habib Khan
Marri, conveyed a message
on the blessed occasion of
the marriage ceremony of
Ameerul Momineen Al Tbn
Abi Talib {AS) and Hazrat
Fatima Zehra (SA). In the
second year of Hijrah, on the
Ist of Zulhaj, this blessed
mamiage ook place with the
pleasure of God and His
Messenger. The Holy
Prophet said, "If it were not
for Ali, Fatimah would not
have had a husband " Races
Habib Khan Marri empha-
sized that Hazrat Imam Ali
{AS) was blessed with a wife
who matched him in faith,
piety, knowledge, purity and
wvirtue. There was no other
woman with such attributes

Raees Habib Khan Marri
pays tribute to Hazrat
Imam Ali (AS) and Hazrat
Bibi Fatima Zehra (SA)

except in paradise. After the
dowry was settled, a minimal
amount of assets was pre-
sented, setting a model of
simpl and guidance for
future generations. Races
Habib Khan Marri empha-
sized that this family serves
as a model for the world By
following the example of this
marriage and using the teach
ings of these holy and emi-
nent figures as guidance, we
can improve our lives and
overcome serious problems
and mental confusion.

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO  JAM:  Khalifa
Muhammad Taslim Rajput,
Chairman of Asaan Jo
Ailan Puramn Pakistan, has
issued a fervent call for
cleanliness measures to be
undertaken  across  the
province ahead of Eid-ul-
Azha.  Addressing the
media. Rajput emphasized
the importance of proactive
steps 1o ensure hygienic
conditi and saft q

Tando Adam’s pensioners protest
for acceptance of their demands

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: The fer-
vent calls for justice echoed
through the streets of Tando
Adam as the All Pakistan
Pensioners  Association
(APPA) staged a robust
protest rally, advocating for
the acceptance of their char-
ter of demands. Led by
Lance Naik (R) Arshad Ali
Chohan, retired federal and
provincial employees and
pensioners united in soli-
darity to voice their griev-
ances and demand substan-
tive action from the
government.

Addressing the assem-
bled demonstrators, Lance
Naik (R) Arshad Al
Chohan articulared the col-
lective frustrations of pen-

sioners who feel marginal-
ized and neglected by the
autherities. Central to their
demands is a call for a
100% increase in pensions
and medical allowances,
recognizing the financial
strain faced by retirees in
meeting their basic needs
Furthermore, the APPA
emphasizes the urgent reso-
lution of outstanding issues
pertaining to group life in-
surance benefits, stressing
the need for expeditious set-
tlement o provide relief 1o
pensioners and their fami-
lies. Additionally, the asso-
ciation advocates for the al-
location  of immediate
employment opportunities
1o the children of pension-
ers, with a proposed 20%
quota dedicated o this

cause. In the event of non-
compliance with their de-
mands, the APPA wamns of
escalating nationwide
protest movements, under-
scoring their unwavering
determination 1o pursue jus-
tice and uphold the rights of
pensioners across the coun-
try. As the voices of pen-
sioners grow louder and
their demands gain traction,
the government  faces
mounting pressure to ad-
dress their concerns and pri-
oritize the welfare of retired
civil servants. The APPA's
PIOTEST Serves as a poignant
reminder of the imperative
10 safeguard the rights and
dignity of pensioners,
whose contributions 1o soci-
ety warrant recognition and
respect.

Shikarpur’s teachers demand
compensation for their census duties

By Adeel Alvi

SHIKARPUR: In Shikarpur,
the Sindh Teachers Coordina-
tion Commines held a protest
rally demanding compensa-
tion for census duties Teach-
ers staged a sit-in in front of
the Shikarpur Press Club,
calling for their demands to
be met, including the pay-
ment for their work during
the census. According to the
news, the Sindh Teachers Co-
ordination Committee organ-
ized the protest because
teachers have not received
the compensation for their
duties in the census and
household  survey. The
protesting teachers, led by
Committee Chairman Imran
Junejo, Rashid Bhutto, Sar-
fraz Soomro, Majid Shah,
Naveed Channa and others,
stated that they performed

their national duty in both the
census and household survey
with integrity, enduring both
heat and cold

Despite it being a year
since the completion of these
duties, the government has
not paid them the promised
compensation. The teachers
emphasized that their basic
right is the service structure,
which includes time scale
and promotions. They raised

slogans demanding the Chief
Minister of Sindh, Syed
Murad Ali Shah, the Provin-
cial Minister of Education,
and the Secretary of School
Education to address their le-
iti e structure
@ their dis-
tress. They also strongly
urged the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Shikarpur to expe-
dite the payment of the cen-
sus compensation.

Tando Bago’s Manganhar

community de

By Sher Ali Khawaja

TANDO BAGO: Near Tando |

Bago, residents of the village
Lakha Dino Manganhar, in-
cluding men, women, and
voung children led by Allah
Ditto Manganhar, Umed Ali,
Janan, Shabana, and Sakina
Manganhar, held a protest in
front of the press club. They

stated that on May Tth, mem- [

bers of their community,

Karim Bux, Sajjad, and F

Yousuf Manganhar, severely
injured Manzoor Manganhar
with sticks and iron rods. A
case regarding this incident
has been registered at the

Tando Bago police station, threatening to kil them if

mands justice

They further explamed that
more than a month has
passed, but the Tando Bago
police have not arrested the
culprits. The perpetrators are

P R

hey do not withdraw the
case. The protesters de-
manded from SSP Badin and
DSP Tando Bago to arest the
culprits and provide them

public health during the up-
coming festival,
Highlighting the pivotal
role of Deputy Commis-
sioners and Assistant Com-
missioners, Rajput urged
them to conduct thorough
reviews of cleanliness con-
ditions throughout Sindh
He stressed the need for
comprehensive cleanliness
drives to mitigate the risk
of disease transmission and

Tando Jam’s Khalifa
Muhammad Taslim
Rajput demands
cleanliness throughout Sind
for Eid-ul-Azha

protect the well-being of
citizens.

Raja Hanif Gadi and
Jabbar Shah. present at the
occasion, announced their
decision to align with
Asaan Jo Ailan Puramn
Pakistan, expressing confi-
dence in Khalifa Muham-
mad Taslim Rajput's leader-
ship. Their endorsement
reflects the growing sup-
port for Rajput's advocacy
for improved sanitation and
public health intiatives

As preparations for Eid-
ul-Azha gain momentum,
Rajput's impassioned plea
serves as a timely reminder
of the importance of com-
munity-wide efforts 1o
maintain cleanliness and
hygiene standards. With
collective action and vigi-
lance, Sindh can ensure a
safe and healthy celebra-
tion of this auspicious oc-
casion

By M Rafique

LARKANA: In Larkana,
District Public Prosecutor
Asif Bhami organized a
farewell party in honor of
the wansferred Sessions
Judge of Larkana, Syed
Sharfuddin Shah. During the
event, Public Prosecutor
Asif Bhatti addressed the
gathering, stating that Judge
Syed Sharfuddin Shah, dur-
ing his tenure, not only de-
livered justice but also
maintained a fair attitude to-
wards prosecutors. He em-
phasized that they are part of
the judiciary and represent
the state in courts, ensuring

Farewell hosted in honor of
Larkana Sessions Judge
Syed Sharfuddin Shah

that justice is served to th
oppressed, even at the risk
of their own lives. On this
occasion, District Session

remarked that delivering
justice to the oppressed is
the fundamental duty of the
judiciary. He urged judges 1o
make fair decisions to en-
sure justice for the op-
pressed. Other notable atten-
dees at the event included
Prosecutor Nadeem Ahmed
Tunio, Pir  Muhammad
Khuhawar, Akram Shaikh,

Ali Gul Shaikh, Zulfigar

Magsi, Aftab Karmani,
Madam Rubina Dhamrah,
Shazia Surhio and others

By Absar Alvi

SUKKUR: In a relentless
pursuit against social
vices, Sukkur Police,
under the vigilant leader-
ship of SSP Amjad Ahmed
Shaikh, continues its
crackdown on individuals
implicated in illicit activi-

g | ties. Acting on actionable

intelligence, the SHO of
A-Section Police Station
orchestrated a meticu-
lously planned operation
near New Goth, yielding
fruitful results.

During the raid con-
ducted at a warchouse, law
enforcement personnel un-
carthed a substantial cache

{ | of matenals utilized in the

production of Gutka,
Mawa, and betel nut. The
discovery led to the appre-
hension of two suspects,
identified as  Abdullah
Bandani and Salman Ra-
jput, who were subse-

with justice.

‘quently taken into custody.

Sukkur Police arrest two
gutka manufacturers

The seizure of bags
containing Gutka, Mawa,
betel nuts, and associated
manufacturing parapher-
nalia underscored the mag-
nitude of the illicit opera-

tion. Both detainees have
been formally charged
under the Gutka Act,

marking a decisive step to-
wards curbing the prolifer-
ation of harmful sub-
stances within the
community. SSP Sukkur
Amjad Ahmed Shaikh
commended the exemplary
performance of the police
team involved in the oper-
ation, lauding their dedica-
tion and effectiveness.
Furthermore, he issued
rectives for the amplifica-
tion of similar enforce-
ment measures,
reaffirming the commit-
ment of Sukkur Police to
safeguarding public health
and wellbeing by era
ing nefarious activities at
their root,

Zawar Muharram Ali Jaffari elected
President of Shia Ulema ouncil Umerkot

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: Elections for
the presidency of the Shia
Ulema Council of Umerkot
District were held at the Cen-
tral Imambargah Hussaini in
Kunri. For these elections,
the Shia Ulema Council Cen-
tral  Election Commission
and the Central Deputy Gen-
eral Secretary have been ap-
pointed. In a formal secret
polling session presided over
by the President of the Shia
Ulema Council of Pakistan,
Allama Muhammad Ali Jar-
war, votes were cast between
two candidates the former
Deputy Secretary of the
Umerkot Shia Ulema Coun-
cil, Zawar Muharram Ali Ja-
fari, and the former General
Secretary, Zulfigar Ali Rind.
Zawar Muharram Ali Jaffari
was elected president by a
majority vote. The election
commission’s provincial vice
president, Engineer Syed
Zulfigar Ali Shah Rizvi,
provincial advisor Zulfigar
Ali Jokhio, General Secretary
of Mirpurkhas Division Lala
Ghulam Rasool Durrani and

B

provincial advisors Syed
Abbas Ali Shah Kazmi and
Sved Akhtar Hussain Kazmi
were present. A large number

st D

of believers, including Alf
Hussain and Fida Hussain
Haideri participated in the
event

Nawabshah’s Hindu community demands
justice for injured trader Jai Prakash

By Samad Ayaz

NAWABSHAH: A month
and a half ago, in the area of
Mohni Bazaar, Nawabshah,
under the jurisdiction of A-
Section Police Station, a man
named Jai Prakash was in-
jured during a robbery but
the attackers have still not
been arrested by the police
due to which Hindu commu-
nity recorded a protest
demonstration outside the
Nawabshah Press Club, The
protestors, including  Jai

Kumar, Anand Kumar, Aish-
war Ram, Bhagwan Das,
Mukhi Chand, Dr. Chetan
Mal, Moti Ram, and others,
blocked the road during their
demonstration. They stated
that a month and a half ago,
unknown armed men robbed
Jai Prakash of 1.5 million ru-
pees in Mohni Bazaar and
shot him when he resisted,
leaving him injured The pro-
testors said that although a
case has been registered at A-
Section Police Station and
they have repeatedly com-

plained to SSP Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, the perpetrators
have not been arrested yet.
They expressed their frustra-
tion, claiming that the police
are only giving them false as-
surances, The Hindu commu-
nity is currently very angry
and agitated over this issue.
They demanded the return of
the stolen money and the ar-
rest of the robbers, seeking

justice for the incident. They

wamned that if their demands
arenot met, the scope of their
protest would be expanded

Literary event held in TMK to
celebrate 771st annual day of
Hazrat Shah Shams Tabrez (RA)

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO  MUHAMMAD
KHAN: In Tando Muham-
mad Khan, an academic liter-
ary event was held in connec-
tion with the 771st annual
day of Hazrat Shah Shams
Tabrez (RA), where the
Hazrat Shah Abdul Latif
Bhittai's poetry was investi-
gated by researcher Syed
Mehrban Ali Shah Shamsi re-
lating to the message of
Hazrat Shah Shams Tabrez
(RA). It was emphasized that
the concept of friendship
among humans has gained
supremacy worldwide, where
the tzachings of Shah Shams

Tabrez, the philosopher of
love, have been recognized
as a message of humanity
His teachings emphasize the
service 10 humanity as the ul-
timate goal, reflecting the
dignity of human beings
Historian Hakim Muhammad
Yousuf Khatri addressed the
gathering, stating that Shah
Shams Tabrez's philosophy
of humanity is a valuable les-
s0on in history, as it has inte-
grated the message of love
and compassion into the
common  understanding
worldwide. The speakers in-
cluded District President of
the llm-o-Adab Academy
Syed Salal Shah Bukhari,

poets Muhammad Jaman
Janib Soomro, Nisar Ahmed
Maz Samo, Hina Zahra, Tr-
fana Bhutto, Muhammad
Usman Shah,  Younis
Bukhari, Soormi  Sath
Badin's Chairperson Marvi
Abida Samo, Zaman Ali
Shah, Faraz Ali Shah
Bukhari, and others. During
the event, Sindh's renowned
traditional singer Shahryar
Ali,  Professor  Khadim
Bakhsh Kachhi, Professor
Faqir Bux Haideri, Amin
Qambrani, Wasim Haideri
and other Sufi singers per-
formed through musical ren-
ditions, enriching the ammos-
phere with Sufi poetry

Delegation of Dadu Chamber of
Commerce and Industry calls on SSP
Samiullah Soomro

By Javed Laghari

DADU:  Dadu  traders
hriefed the SSP Dadu, Sami-
ullah Soomro on the recent
incidents of lawlessness in
the entire district during a
meeting which they held
with him at the SSP office
on Monday They assured
their cooperation with the
police to control robberies,
thefts, and burglaries. They
further stated that they ex-
pect justice from the police
for journalist Ghous Ali Jha-
tial, emphasizing that jour-
nalists associated with cred-
ible media institutions
represent the public and
should be treated positively
by the administration. Addi-
tionally, the traders de-
manded strict actions against
those involved in selling
chemically adulterated milk,
toxic betel nuts, drugs, and
other illegal activities under
the guise of business. Dur-
ing the meeting, the SSP as-
sured them of maintaining
law and order throughout the
district and promised to keep

close contact with the
traders. The delegation in-
formed the SSP about the
Dadu Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, men-

ing that their organiza-
tion is registered with the
Ministry of Industry and
Commerce in Islamabad and
is affiliated with the Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in
Karachi. They highlighted
that being a member of their

and that they have represen-

tation from all four tehsils of
the district. The delegation
included patron Haji Ghu-
lam Qadir Solangi, acting
president  Zubair Ahmed
Bhurt, secretary general Im-
tiaz Qureshi, former presi-
dent  Ghulam  Mustafa
Solangi, Ghulam Abbas Pan-
war, Muhammad Igbal
Charan, Abdullah Khokhar,
Abdul Hafeez Akhund, Aijaz
Ahmed Soomro, Imran Ali
Zangejo, Ghulam Murtaza
h bdul Karim Junejo,
Rehman Tunio and

Sindhi Adabi Sangat Mehar
observes 309th death
anniversary of poet Ishaq Rahi

MEHAR: The 30th death an-
niversary of the poet Ishag
Rahi was observed by the
Sindh Adabi Sangat Mehar,
where poets, writers, and in-
tellectuals participated enthu-
siastically. The event was ad-
dressed by the famous poet
and writer Imtiaz  Adil
Soomro, who praised Ishag
Rahi for his significant eon-

tributions to literature and
education. Ishag Rahi is con-
sidered a perpetual poet of
Sindh, a unique poet whose
voice and message resonate
with the contemporary liter-
ary scene. Poet Qazi Azizul-
lah Mahesar, Azad Anwar
Kandhro expressed that Ishag
Rahi wall remain alive in our
hearts through his poetry. Es-

teemed writer Saleem Magsi
described Ishag Rahi as a
towering figure in Sindhi lit-
erature, whose romantic and
nationalistic poetry touches
the soul. Noted poet Sarmad
Brohi emphasized that Ishag
Rahi is a giant among poets
in Sindh, representing the
sentiments of every heart
through his poetry
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ergy Affairs and Planning and Development, Syed Nasir Hus:

vith Sindh Minister for En-
Shah, at Bilawal

House.—Photo by Fahim Soomro

Sindh

Energy Minister

Declares SEPRA An
Autonomous Power Authority

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHI: Sindh Provineial
Energy Minister Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah has announced
that the Sindh Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(SEPRA) will become a Tully
authorized body for power
generation, distribution, and
transmission in Sindh. This
makes SEPRA the first au-
tonomous energy Organiza-
tion in the province. and it
will operate independently
from the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA).

Minister Shah made these
remarks while presiding over
an awarengss meeting re-
garding SEFRA legislation at
the Sindh Energy Depart-
ment's office. The meeting
was attended by Secretary
Energy Mossadig Ahmed
Khan and NEPRA Member
Rafiq Ahmed Sheikh, who
briefed the Minister on en-
ergy rELuIalmm
7 Shah empha-
sized that SEPR A aligns with

SAI Chief Deems_

5% Interest Rate

Cut Insufficient

KARACHI The Site Associ-
ation of Industry {SAI) Pres-
ident, Muhammad Kamran
Arbi, expressed disappoint-
ment over the State Bank of
Pakistan's (SBP) decision to
cut the interest rate by just
1.5%. He described the move
as "insufficient to address the
challenges faced by the in-
dustrial sector”.

In a statement, Mr. Arbi
highlighted that the SITE As-
sociation of Industry had
submitted budget proposals
to the State Bank, advocating
for a policy rate reduction to
13-14 percent. This, he ar-
gued, would alleviate capital
shortages resulting from the
escalating costs of operating
industries.

Mr. Arbi further empha-
sized that the central bank
should establish a roadmap
for reducing interest rates,
outlining measures aimed at
alleviating the capital shori-
age faced by industries. He
urged that if such a roadmap
exists, the industrialist com-
munity should be
as 1h1~ would facilitate the

of mutually

beneficial economic and
business-friendly measures
through collaborative consul-
tation.

Kamran Arbi expressed
hope that measures like the
recent reduction in interest
rates will continue in the next
monetary policy. He urged
the State Bank to seriously
consider their proposal and
bring the interest rate down
to 13-14%. He noted that the
rate of inflation is gradually
decreasing in the country,
which needs to be taken into
account to provide relief o

2d, both the general public and

the business and industrial

.

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi, Barrister
sembly ses held at Old KMC buil

—Photo by Saced Lashari

SSP Korangi Vows To
Crush Street Crimes, Boost

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto's
wision of providing relief and
welfare to the people. He
noted that the establishment
of the SEPRA Board aims to
offer affordable electric
tariffs, with expected dis
counts of 30% 0 40% com-
pared to current rates. This
initiative is intended to sim-

board members will be se-
lected based on merit and
fransparency, comprising ex-
perienced and capable indi-
viduals. Onee SEPRA is
tablished, elect
distribution companies will
no longer need to seek ap-
provals from NEFRA.

This move is seen as a

Karachi Man Shot
Dead While

Res

sting Robbery

plify electricity tanff issues
and provide facilities to the
public

The Minister also men-
tioned plans to establish
mini-grid stations in every
district across the province,
He assured that the SEPRA

ant step towards de-
power regula-
tion and enhancing energy
management within Sindh,
ultimately benefiting con-
sumers with lower electric-
ity costs and improved serv-
ice delivery.

Sharjeel Condemns

Journalist’s Murder, Emphas

Zes

Government Initiatives

KARACHI: Sindh Senior
Minister  Sharjeel  Inam
Memon expressed sorrow
aver the tragic death of jour-
nalist Nasrullah Gadani, de-
nouncing it as an attack on
press freedom. He empha-
sized the government's duty
to counter such threats and
announced the arrest of three
suspects in the case, thanks 1o
the effons of the Ghotki Po-
lice and DIG Sukkur.

At the Karachi Press
Club, Minister Memon
handed over a relief cheque
of 10 million rupees o
Gadani's family, highlighting
the Sindh povernment's sup-
port for free journalism. He
assured that the Pakistan
Peaple's Party (PPP) stands
with joumnalists and promaotes
press freedom

Minister Memon also ad-
dressed accusations against
the PPP, asserting the pa
commitment to supporting
journalists. He noted the
swift police response and the
Sindh Chief Minister's immae-
diate actions to aid Gadani
Meman reassured the public
that the accused in Gadani's

w

KARACHTI: In a tragic inci-
dent, a man was shot dead by
unknown armed robbers in
the Quaid Abad area of
Karachi on Monday, accord-
ing to media reports

The incident occurred at a
dairy shop when 35-year-old
Baqir, a resident of Hamal
Goth, was buying milk. Wit-
nesses told police that two
armed robbers attempted to
snatch Baqir's mobile phone
When he resisted, they
opened fire, killing him. The
robbers fled without taking
the phone, and a police in-
vestigation is underway.

In a separate incident, an-
other man was gunned down
by unknown armed robbers
in the Gulshan-e-Igbal area

of Karachi. The robbers in-
tercepted the victim and at-
tempied to steal his motorcy-
cle. When the man resisted,
they shot him and escaped
with the bike. Rescue sources
confirmed that the man was
killed for resisting the rob-
bery.

These incidents are
part of a worrying trend
In 2024, there has been a
sharp increase in rob-
bery-related killings,
with 56 people Killed and
aver 200 injured so far.
During Ramadan alone,
at least 19 people were
killed and 35 injured
while resisting robberies,
highlighri the rising
crime rate in Karachi.

Security In Industrial Hub

KARACHL: Newly ap-
pointed  SSP Korangi
Tauheed Rehman Memon
has made the eradication of
street crimes in the Korangi
Industrial Area a top priority.
Speaking at a luncheon
hosted by the Korangi Asso-
ciation of Trade and Industry
(KATI), SSP Memon ouf-
lined collaborative efforts
KATI 10 tackle crime,
including the integration of
modem technology for crime
reduction.

S8P Memon assured the
industrial  commun
comprehensive planr
address various issue:
as traffic congestion and
crime in Mehran Town. He

stressed the importance of
mutual consultation  with
KATI to solve these prob-
lems effectively.

Acknowledging the
growing problem of en-
croachment. SSP Memon
emphasized the need for
siral 1o combat it. KATI
President Johar OQandhari
commended SSP Memon's
appointment and expressed
hope for a reduction in Ko-
rangi's crime rate under his
Teadership

However, Candhari
highlighted concerns over
rising street crimes and
called for increased police
patrolling in the area
Deputy  Patron-in-Chief

Zubair Chhaya urged ac-
tion against extortion and
blackmail by labor wel-
fare organizations in Ko-
rangi, advocating for en-
hanced police presence
and neighborhood security
projects

Danish Khan, Chair-
man of KATI's Standing
Committee for Law and
Order, emphasized the ur-
gency of addressing street
crimes  and  violence
against  wraders.  Other
KATI members discussed
law and order issues fac-
ing the Korangi industrial
area, highlighting the need
for immediate action to
ensure public safety —RT

Meeting At Jamia Masjid
Dayar-e-Habib Reaffirms Unshakable

Commitment To Khatm-

e-Nabuwat

murder have been ar rested
and will face justice.
Responding o queries,
Memon clarified that the PPP
is not involved in Punjab’s
defamation bill, emphasizi
the party's stance on press
freedom. He highlighted the
Sindh government's track
record of arresting those re-
sponsible for artacks on jour-
nalists, including the killers
of Shaheed Aziz Memon and
progress in the case of Sha-
heed Jan Muhammad Mahar
Minister Memon also
discussed the Sindh govern-

ment's ongoing efforts to
improve law and order, in-
cluding the release of funds

for Karachi's Safe City proj-
ect and a province-wide

warned drug dealers
vere consequences and
highlighted the harmful im-
pact of drugs in educational
institutions

In conclusion, Minister
Memaon reiterated the Sindh
povernment's commitment
1o supporting journalists
and ensurir
Nasrullah
handed over

Gadani
the
cheque to Gadani's brother,

relief

Muhammad Bakhsh
Gadani, affirming the gov-
emment's support for the
bereaved family —RT

School Principal Arrested for
Attempted Rape

KARACHI: The principal of
a private school in Orangi
Town, Karachi_ has been ar-
rested for allegedly attempt-
ing to sexually assault a 10th-
grade  female student,
according to media reports
citing the First Information
Report (FIR).

A case has been registered
at the Igbal Market police

station after the student’s sis-
ter filed a complaint. Follow-
ing the registration of the
FIR, the police apprehended
the suspect.

According to the com-
plainant, the school principal
had been sending obscene
messages to her sister. The
FIR states, "The school prin-
cipal called my sister to his

office on June | where he at-
tempted to rape her. He also
threatened to fail her in the
exams if she did not comply."
The complainant added
that her sister, a | 0th-grade
student, had remained silent
out of fear. The police have
since arrested the accused
and initiated an investiga-
tion.—RT/Agency

KARACHL: Ighal Ahmed Ghoto
charge as the Divisional STA Pakistan Railways Karachi

being fa

litated by his office staff al'ter assuming | velopment projects

MPA Amir Siddiqui Says
MQM-P Targeting Radical
Inclusive Development To

Revolutionize Karachi

for Karachi's dev
Siddiqui notes minimal uti-
lization due to political dis-
cord. He stresses the need for
collaborative efforts tran-
scending party lines to tackle
Karachi's challenges effec-
tively.
During the meeting, lo-
cals raised concerns over
load shedding, gas shortage:
and poor dramage system
Siddiqui pledged to addre:
these issues, urging unity
among residents for effective
solutions

Siddiqui acknowledges
efforts by Bilawal Bhutto
and CM Murad Ali Shah in
health and education sectors
but emphasizes the need for
better service delivery. He
calls for unity among politi-
cal parties to prioritize na-
ticnal and provincial mter-
ests for Pakistan's
advancement

Motala

KARACHI: MPA Amir Sid-
diqui from constituency 102,
East, reaffirms MOM-Ps
commitment 1o resolving
Karachi's issues without dis-
crimination. In collaboration
with  President  Pakistan
Council of Media Women
Humaira Motala, Siddigui
visited Chaman Street, Ja-
hangir Road to address long-
standing community con-
cems.

Residents highlighted is-
sues neglected by local rep-
resentatives, emphasizing de-
teriorating  infrastructure,
rising street crimes, and inad-
equate health and education
services. Siddiqui lamented
the lack of progress, citing
failed local governance and
political rifts hindering de-

Despite billions allocated

nstitution, emphasiz.

its adherence 10 1slamic
principles. They adamantly
rejected any artemprs to un-
dermine or dilute the Islamic
identity of Pakistan, asserting

Maulana Akram Sagedi, wit- that the country's foundation
Islamic Republic would

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHL A pivotal gather-
ing convened at Jamia
Masjid Dayar-e-Habib in
Gulshan-e-Hadeed, led by

trary to the tenets of Islam

Among the amendees
were esteemed figures in-
cluding  Maulana  Syed
Akram  Shah  Sheerazi,
Maulana Tariq Mahmood,
Syed a‘\ﬁah Hu“nm J\Ianl‘
and

nessed the convergence of asan [
prominent community fig- be fiercely defended nst
ures, scholars, and elders any encroachment
The assembly culminated in In a categorical de-
a resolute declaration, reaf- nouncement, the meeting
firming an unwavering condemned purported efforts
stance on the belief in by individuals associated
Khatm-e-Nabuwat (the final- with the Ahmadi community
ity of Prophethood), pledging to promulgate legislation in-
no compromise on this fun- consistent with the teachings
damental doctrine of the Quran and Sunnah
The consensus among the  Participants articulated a col-
participants underscored an lective resalve to thwart such
unequivocal commitment to endeavors, vowing to resist
upholding the sanctity of the any legislation deemed con-

Sarfraz, among n1hem each
echoing the sentiments of un-
wavering commitment to
preserving the belief in the fi-
nality of Prophethoad

The gathering concluded
with a solemn pledge to stand
in solidarity with the senior
Ulema of Pakistan, prepared
to make any necessary sacri-
fices to safeguard the cher-
ished principles and values
integral to the Islamic iden-
tity of the nation

KARACHTI: Iftikhar Ahmed
Sheikh, President of the
Karachi Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (KCCT),
expressed  disappointment
over the State Bank's deci-
sion to reduce the interest
rate by 1.5 percent, bringing
it to 20.5 percent. Sheikh
noted that while the business
community had anticipated a
more substantial reduction,
the modest decrease fell short
of expectations

Sheikh emphasized the
importance of further interest
rate reductions to reach sin-
gle-digit figures, aligning
with international trends. He
highlighted the potential ben-
efits for the economy, includ-
ing increased borrowing by
the private sector to spur

dustrialization

vhile  acknowledging
the decline in inflation to
slightly above 11 percent,
Sheikh attributed this more
to govemment measures and
improved agricultural pro-
duction rather than the
SBP's monetary  policy
stance. He cited administra-

businass expansion and in- tive measures and stabality

KCCI President Disappointed
By Token Interest Rate Cut,
Urges SBP For Drastic Measures

in the rupee value as con-
tributing factors to inflation
control.

Sheikh welcomed the
initial step toward reducing
interest rates but urged for
additional cuts to alleviate
the high cost of doing busi-
ness, which has adversely
affected the entire business
community, —RT
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PPP Vows To Play Role In Repealing

[SLAMABAD: As Punjab
Defamation Bill, 2024,
led to protests by opposi-
tion, journalists and rights
bodies, Pakistan Peoples
Party Central (PPP) Pun-
jab General Secretary
Syed Hassan Murtaza said
on Monday that his party
would play its part in the
“withdrawal” of the con-
troversial law.

“PPP was neither taken
on board regarding the
Punjab defamation law
nor budget preparations.”
Murtaza said while speak-
ing to journalists in La-
hore.

He added that the Bi-
lawal-led party’s legal
team was working on the
disputed legislation and
will make efforts to con-
vince the provincial gov-
ernment to withdraw it

The PPP senior leader
claimed that his party was
informed  about  the
defamation bill when it
was presented before a
committee.  “PPP was

never willing to be part of

that legislation.,” he
added
He further clarified

that Punjab Governor Sar-
dar Saleem Haider’s for-
eign  visit had been

planned before th legisla-

tion was tabled and passed

in the provincial assem-

been approved anyhow
even if the governor sent
it back to the House, he
added.

The defamation law
had been passed by the in-

terim governor of Punjab

which belongs to the rul-
ing Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N),
said Murtaza.

He claimed that the cit-
izens and the journalists

were not satisfied with the

Punjab government’s
steps  despite
hopes on better perform-
ance from the administra-

tion led by Chief Minister

Maryam MNawaz.

bly. The bill would have

pinning

ment from exploitation.

He criticised the PML-N-
led government for not
holding consultations with
its allies and stakeholders

for the budget 2024-25.

He alleged that the
Punjab government failed
z journalists — including

to table a comprehens
plan for addressing the is
sues of the

budget proposals

Murtaza appealed to
the provincial government
to protect the poor seg-

labourers,
salaried persons, students
and other segments in the

Commenting on the
Punjab defamation bill,
another PPP leader and
Sindh Information Minis-
ter Sharjeel Memon said
that his party’s Punjab
governor did not sign the

PunJ ab Defamation Law

controversial law. He
added that the PPP would
never introduce a bill that
would compromise the
press freedom

He blamed the former
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) government led by
ousted prime minister
Imran Khan for introduc-
ing same genre of law
which was named after
the Prevention of Elec-
tronic Crimes Act (Peca)
during his tenure in the
name of legislating
against harassment and
hate speeches.

Memon said that his
party is firmly standing
for press freedom and the
journalist fratemity.

He detailed that the
PPP government took
stern actions against those
who tried to target the

the slain journalists Wali
Khan Babar, Aziz Memon
and Nasrullah Gadani —
and arrested all culprits
behind the killings

The Sindh minister sig-
nalled that the murderers
of another martyred jour-
nalist Jan Mohammad
Mahar would also be ar-
rested soon

Yesterday, Governor

Haider had said that the
PPP was against the con-
troversial defamation law
passed by the provincial
legislature

“I tried to stop the
[passage] of the defama-
tion bill as governor,” he
said while speaking to the
media in Dubai on Sun-
day. His statement came a
day after interim Punjab
Governor Malik Muham-
mad Ahmad Khan signed
the bill into law in the ab-
sence of Haider.

The Punjab Assembly,
on May 20, passed the
Punjab Defamation Bill,
2024 amid a strong and
noisy protest by the oppo-
sition as well as immense
backlash from journalists
and rights bodies includ-
ing those based interna-
ionally. A day earlier, the
central Joint Action Com-
mittee (JAC) of the media
bodies announced boy-
cotting the coverage of
government affairs includ-
ing official events, such as
Mational Assembly and
provincial assembly ses-
sions and upcoming fed-
eral and provincial budg-
ets o protest the
approval of the defama-
tion law.—RT/ Agency

Budget 2024: MQM-P
Urges Shehbaz For Rs38b
Allocation To Sindh

ISLAMABAD The
Muttahida Qaumi
Movement-Pakistan
(MOM-P) has presented
its demands to PM She-
hbaz Sharif, seeking Rs
38 billion for various
development projects in
Sindh in Budget 2024-

party sources

According to sources,
MOM has demanded a
5-year socio-economic
development plan for
Karachi and sought de-
velopment funds for its
MMNAS

Sources said the
party has demanded
completion  of  the

Greater Karachi Sewer-
age Plan and sought
funds for various other
projects, including
Green Line, Blue Line
projects, KCR (Karachi

Circular Railway),
Karachi Port-Pipri
Freight Corridor and
Bin Qasim Textile City
project.

MOQM-P has also de-
manded  interest-free

loans for the youth of

Sindh's urban areas and

ensure the provision of

complete  funds for

media reported cit- §

K(IV) project under the
SITC

Earlier, MOQM-P—a
coalition party in the
federal government—

demanded a long-term
strategic master plan for
Karachi from the centre.
The MOM-P deleg
tion tabled a list of com-
plaints regarding the
lack of civic facilities in
the city to Federal Min-
ister for Planning and
Development  Ahsan
bal
The MOQM-P asked
the federal government
to complete major uplift
projects in Karachi in-
cluding K-1V designed
to provide 650 million
gallons of water to the

=

city daily at the earliest

The MOM-P, a coali-
tion party in the federal
government, maintained

that Karachi is the
higgest city and eco-
nomic hub of Pakistan,
yet ‘deprived” of trans-
portation facilities.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the budget
2024-25 which was ear-
lier scheduled to be pre-
sented on June 10 is
now likely to be pre-
sented on June 12

The Pakistan
Economic Survey 2023-
24 will be presented
on June 11 after a meet-
ing of the council on
June 10, the sources
said —RT/Agency

PM Attends Funeral
Prayers Of Shaheed
CaptamFaraz Ilyas

LAHORE: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on Monday at-
tended Mamaz-e-Janaza

of Shaheed Captain 8

Faraz llyas in Kasur
who was martyred in an
improvised explosive
device (IED) attack in
District Lakki Marwat,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

The funeral prayer
was attended by Minis-
ter for Information and
Broadcasting Attaullah
Tarar, 1G Police Punjab
and a number of senior
military officers, civil
authorities and resi-
dents

The prime minister
also met with the par-
ents of shaheed captain
and expre condo-
lences.

He announced to
transtorm the native vil-
lage of martyred officer
as model village and re-
named it as “Faraz [lyas
Shaheed”

He told the parents
that the sacrifice of their
son would not go in vain
and prayed for the be-
reaved family to bear
the loss with fortitude.

Under the Quranic
teachings, a shaheed had
an elevated place in Jan-
nah, he said, adding that

a large num

Jawans of armed forces
had laid down their li
for the motherland.

The prime minister
said that the nation was
proud of its brave sons
and the coward terror-
1sts could not succeed in

Separately, on X ac-
count, the prime minis-
ter said that he was
deeply saddened by the
martyrdom of Pak Army
personnel including a
captain in a targeted at-
tack in District Lakki
Marwat.

“The sacrifices of our
oldiers and citi-
a debt on us that

we mubt repay by relent-

Heartfelt condolenc
the bereaved famil
he further posted.
The late captain was
laid to rest with com-
plete military honours.
The prime minister of-
fered Fateha at his grave
and placed a tlower
wreath

He also prayved for
the high ranks of the de-
parted soul.Shaheed
Captain Faraz llyas, 26-
year-old, belonged to
village Rai Kalan, Kasur
who laid down his life
valiantly while perform-
ing his duties in Lakki
Marwat. —RT/Agency

PESHAWAR Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur has wiit-
ten a letter w Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif regarding the
exclusion of 91 development
projects of the province from
the Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP).

In the lerer, Gandapur
stated that the Planning
Committeg's decision was
deeply disappointing, ob-

91 development projects
from the PSDP would signif-
icantly impact the province
The CM termed the ex-
clusion of ongoing develop-

serving that the exclusion of

Gandapur Expresses
Concern Over
Exclusion Of KP
Projects From PSDP

ment projects a violation of
the decisions made during
meetings of the Special In-
vestment Facilitation Council
(SIFC) as well as the Na-
tional Economic Council
(NEC).

In the letter, Gandapur
also mentioned the decision
taken during the NEC
meeting., where emphasis
was placed on prioritising
the completion of ongoing
projects. He said that the ex-
clusion of development
projects by the federal gov-
ernment would exacerbate
the province's depriva-
tion 0

ISLAMABAD: The Is-
lamabad High Court
{THC) fixed the petitions
of PTI founder Imran
Khan and his spouse
Bushra Bibi for hearing
in illegal marriage case
tomaorrow.

Justice Miangul Has-

s C-
tions on both the pl.u-
tions

Bushra Bibi has
pleaded in her petition
that high court should
take a notice over a
pending case with the
session court regarding
the suspension of her
conviction in  illegal
marriage case

The PTI founder

THC Sets Imran And
Bushra Bibi's Petitions
In Illegal Marriage
Case For Hearing

pleaded in his petition
that high court should
intervene and direct the
District and Sessions
Judge Shahrukh Arju-
mand to announce the
reserved verdict in the
case.

Bushra Bibi filed the

san Aurangzeb of IHC petition through her
will conduct the hear- lawyers, Barrister
ing. The reg: » Salman  Safdar  and
has earlier r Khalid Yousaf

Chaudhry. Meanwhile,
Advocate Salman
Akram Raja moved the
petition on behalf of
Imran Khan It is perti-
nent to note that a civil
court sentenced the PTI1
founder Imran khan and
Bushra Bibi seven years
|mpnwmm,nl on Feb 3
in illegal marriage
case.—RT/ Agency

PM-led NEC Meeting
Deliberates Investments
And Future Plans

ISLAMABAD: The newly
constituted National Eco-

nomic Council (NEC) con-
vened a meeting on Monday,
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, to
review ongoing projects, fu-
ture investments, and targets
for the upcoming fiscal year

The meeting will review
the progress report of the Ex-
ecutive Committee of the Na-
tional Economic Council
(ECNEC) and the Central
Development Working Party
"DWP)

In the meeting, the annual

plan for FY 2024-25 will be
approved and the one for the
prior FY will be reviewed. It
15 also expected to consider
the 13th five-year plan
(2024-29) and approve it for
implementation.

The 13-member commit-
tee's objective is to attain a
30 percent growth rate,
aligning with the planning di-
vision's effort to raise next
vear's federal Public Sector
Development Programme to
Rsl.5 trillion.

This marks an increase
from the Rs1.22 trillion sug-
gested by the Annual Plan
Coordination  Committee
(APCC) the previous week.

The committee includes

=]

four provincial chief minis-
ters, four federal ministers
{responsible for foreign af-
fairs, defense, finance, and
planning), and four provin-
cial cabinet members repre-
senting  their respective
provinces.

President Asif Ali Zardari
on June § constituted the
NEC aimed at enabling the
coalition government to ap-
prove the new fiscal year’s
development budget and
macroeconomic framework

For the outgoing fiscal
wear, the govemment had di-
verted the funds meant for
the equal regional develop-
ment towards financing the
hydropower projects and the
couniry’s space mission.

Under the constitution,

the PM held the authority to
nominate four members in
the NEC. Shehbaz Sharif
nominated Mohammad Ishaq
Dar, Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign  Minister;
Khawaja Muhammad Asif,
Minister  for  Defense;
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Minister for Finance and
Ahsan Igbal Chaudry, Minis-
ter for Planning, Develop-
meni& Special Initiatives as
the members of the NEC.
Every provincial chief
minister also has the consti-
tutional mandate to appoint
one member on the NEC.
From Punjab, Marrivum Au-
rangzeb, Senior Minister for
PFlanning & Development has
been appointed as the NEC
member. —RT/ Agency

ECP Approves Transfer Of
PML-N Lawmakers' Cases
To Other Election Tribunals

ISLAMABAL: The petitions
from three Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz  (PML-N)
lawmakers in the federal cap-
ital have won the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s
(ECP) approval, which
sought the transfer of their
cases to other poll tribunals

The poll organising au- §

thority approved three PML-
N lawmakers’ prays for their
cases 10 bee transfered 1o
other election tribunals in
which their election victory
was challenged by opponents
with allegations of vote rig-
ging

Iniits verdict, the commis-
sion ordered ransfermning the
case to other tribunals 1o hear
the pending petitions against
the PML-N lawmakers’ vic-
tory in three constituencies.

It is noteworthy to men-
tion that three Pakistan
Tehreek-g-Insaf (FT1) backed
candidates Muhammad
Ali Bokhari, Shoaib Shaheen
and Aamir Mughal — had
challenged the poll victory of

the PML-N Members of the
National Assembly (MNAs)
from Islamabad constituen-
cies after the 2024 nation-
wide polls by levelling the
poll manipulation allega-
tions.

The ECP's four-member
bench headed by Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner {(CEC)
Sikandar Sultan Raja had re-
served its verdict on the pleas
filed by the ruling party’s
lawmakers in the National
Assembly including Anjum
Aqeel Khan, Tariq Fazal

Chaudhry and Khurram She-
hzad Nawaz on June 7, Fri-
day, which was announced
today.

The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) had also sus-
pended the lawmakers'

victory notifications
while their petitions were
being heard by election
tribunals. The PML-N
leaders expressed a lack
of confidence in the tri-

bunals and sought to
transfer the c. o other
tribunals —RT/Agency

Imran To Write Supreme
Court To Initiate Talks With
Political Parties

ISLAMABAD: PTI founder
Imran Khan decided to write
a letter to the Supreme
Court of Pakistan to initiate
talks with ather political
parties

Sources said Imran Khan
stated that the purpose of
the letter was to address the
economic difficulties and
political  instability the
country faces He e\plessed
his ingness to engage
with any serious party that
wants to resolve these is-
sues

The letter will outline his
readiness to discuss solu-
tions with parties capable of
addressing economic and

political problems. He also
demanded the return of the
electoral mandate, and fair
trials in political cases, in-
cluding the judicial inquiry
in May 9 cases. The key
points of the letter have

been dictated by the PTI

founder This move came
after judges in the NAB
amendments case advised
Imran Khan to engage in di-
alogue with other political
parties —RT/Agency

PM Invites AKDN To Invest More In
Pakistan’s Tourism Sector

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday invited the Aga
Khan Development Network

(AKDN} to merease its in-
Pakistan’s £ 87

vestment  in
tourism sector.

He extended the invita-
fion in @ meeting with Chair-
person Executive Committee
of Aga Khan Fund for Eco-
nomic Development Prince
Rahim Aha Khan, who called
on him along with a five-
member delegation

The prime minister also
congratulated Prince Rahim
Aga Khan on receiving the
Nishan-¢-Pakistan  Award
from the Government of Pak-
istan.

wpressed gratitude to
Prince Rahim Aga Khan for
establishing vanous social
welfare projects in less de-
veloped and remote areas of
Gilgit-Baltistan and Chitral

PM Shehbaz said setting
up of various welfare proj-
ects in Pakistan’s education,
health, agriculture, tourism
IT and other sectors was
commendable.

The establishment of a
software technology park and

Hee

solar power plants organized
by the Aga Khan Develop-
ment Network in Hunza were
also highly commendable,
the prime mimster said.

He also expressed his ap-
preciation for the establish-
ment of the microfinance
banking center of Habib
Bank Limited in Gilgit under
the auspices of Aga Khan
Development Network

Earlier, President Asif Ali
Zardan on Friday conferred
the Nishan-e-Pakistan award
on Prince Rahim Aga Khan,
in recognition of his merito-
rious services for the devel-
apment, prosperity, and bet-
terment of Pakistan and its
people —RT/ Agency
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