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ISLAMABAD: Aimed at es-
tablishing critical long-term
economic objectives, the fed-

eral government of Pakistan |

has developed a comprehen-
sive five-year economic
plan,media reported on Sun-
day, Citing sources.

Sources close to the de-
velopment claimed that the
strategic five-year economic
plan of the federal govern-
ment is set to be presented
before the National Eco-
nomic Council for approval
tomerTow,

The economic plan, span-
ning from 2024 to 2029, is
expected to be integrated into
the budget for the upcoming
financial year

The proposed five-year
plan is designed 1o address a
wide array of economic sec-
tors and challenges

It encompasses a macro-
economic framework that in-
cludes provisions for energy.
balance of payments, and de-

w,lupmcm budget planning,
sources added.

Additionally, the plan tar-
wets significant arcas such as
food and agriculture, popula-
tion management, poverty al-
leviation, and govemnance re-
forms —RT/Agency

Captain among seven
soldiers martyred in Lakki
Marwat blast

LAKKI MARWAT: Seven
Pakistan Army soldiers, in-
cluding a captain, were
martyred after an impro-
vised explosive device
(TED) hit the vehicle of the
security forces in Lakki
Marwat district, the Inter-

Services Public Relations |

(ISPR) said on Sunday

The military’s media
wing said the incident ook
place on June @ (today) in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
district

Resultantly,  Captain
Muhammad Faraz Tlyas, 26,
resident of Kasur district
along with six other sol-
diers — Subedar Major
Muhammad Nazir, 50, resi-
dent of Skardu district,
Lance Naik Muhammad
Anwar, 34, resident of
Ghanchi  district, Lance
Naik Hussain Ali, 36, resi-
dent of Ghizer district;
Sepoy Asad Ullah, 33, resi-
dent of Multan district;
Sepoy Manzoor Hussain,
27, resident of” Gilgit d
trict; and Sepov Rashid
Mehmood, 31, resident of
Rawalpindi district made
the ultimate sacrifice and
embraced shahadat, accord-
ing to the ISPR

It also said that the sani-
tisation of the area is being
carried out to eliminate any
terrorists present in the area
and perpetrators of this
heinous act will be brought
10 justice

“The security forces of

- presence of terrorists”

Pakistan are delm nnneﬂ o
eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism and such sacrifices
of our brave soldiers fur-

ther strengthen our re-
solve,” the ISPR said
Last month, two sol-

diers, including a captain of
the Pakistan Army, em-
braced martyrdom during
an intelligence-based oper-
ation conducted by the se-
curity forces in Peshawar
district’s Hassan Khel area,
the ISPR said on May 26
The operation was
launched on the “reporred
in

the area.

It had added that during
the operation, the troops
“effectively engaged” with
the terrorists and killed five
of them while injuring three
others “However, during an
intense exchange of fire,
leading his oops from the
front, Captain Hussain Ja-
hangir (age: 25 years, resi-
dent of Rahim Yar Khan
District) along with another
brave son of soil, Havildar

hafiq Ullah (age: 36 vears,
|ES|denl of District Karak),
having fought gallantly,
made the ultimate sacrifice
and embraced Shahadat,”
the 1SPR had said
At least 92% of all fatal-
ities and 86% of attacks, in-
cluding those related to ter-
rorism and security forces
operations, were recorded
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and Balochistan provinces
in the first quarter of 2024,
These key findings were
revealed in the Q1 2024 Se-
curity Report issued by the
Centre for Research and
Security Studies (CRSS),
detailing that the country
witnessed ar least 432 vio-
lence-linked fatalities and
370 injuries among civil-
ians, security personnel and
outlaws resulting from as
many as 245 incidents of
terror aracks and counter-
terror npemnnnc ;\mnnt-
the 432 fatalities, 281 in-
cluded thar of civilians and
security forces person-
nel —RT/Agency

Punjab governor
disowns controversial
defamation law

LAHORE: Punjab Governar
Saleem Haider has said that
the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) is against the contro-
versial  defamation law
passed by the provincial leg-
islature earlier this month.

“I tried to stop the [pas-
sage] of the defamation bill
as governor,” he said while
speaking to the media in
Dubai on Sunday.

His statement comes a
day after interim Punjab
Governor Malik Muhammad
Ahmad Khan signed the bill
into law in the absence of
Haider,

The Punjab Assembly, on
May 20, passed the Punjab
Defamation Bill, 2024 amid
a strong and noisy protest
the opposition as well as im
mense backlash from jour-
na and rights bodies in-
cluding those based
internationally.

=T did not sign the bill.
However, it wall become law
automatically after the pass-
ing of 15 days,” the incum-
bent governor added.

However, according to
him, legislation is required to
stop the defamation of the
people on social media

Governor Haider also said
that he would meet the Joint
Action Committee (JAC) of

the media bodies to address
their concerns after retuming
to the country.

A day earlier, the central
Joint  Action Committee

{JAC) of the media bodies D

announced boycotting the

v coverage of government af-

including  official
rvents, such as National As-
sembly and provincial as-
sembly sessions and upcom-
ing federal and provineial
budgets to protest the ap-
proval of the defamation law

The Council of Pakistan
Newspaper Editors (CPNE),
All Pakistan Newspapers So-
ciety (APNS), Pakistan
Broadcasters  Association
(PBA). Pakistan Federal
Umion of Journalists (PFUT)
and Association of Electronic
Media Editors and News Di-
reciors (AEMENDY), held an

NEW YORK: India thrashed
Pakistan by six runs in a low-
scoring thrller at the T20
World Cup 2024 at Nassau
County Intemational Cricket
Stadium in New York on
Sunday.

Chasing a total of 1240,
Pakistan managed to score
113 runs over the loss of
seven wickets and were de-
feated by six runs,

Muhammad Rizwan re-
mained the highest run-getter
fior the Men in Green, having
scored 31 off 44 runs while
Skipper Babar Azam was out
for 13 off 10 balls

For India, Jasprit Bumrah
was the pick of the bowlers
and was the Player of the
Match for taking three wick-
ets while conceding 14 runs
in four overs

Earlier, the Pakistani fast
bowlers wreaked havoe bun-
dled out arch-rivals India on
a modest 119 after Babar
Azam won the toss and opted
o bow first in the ICC Men’s

e H
T20 World Cup 2024 block-
buster,

Pace bowlers kept on
g as Indian batters
failed to stay on the crease
for longer and India wer
hunlul out for 119 in 19
Vel

w

9

batter to fall to Pakistan
bowling lineup as he fell to
Naseem Shah in the second

ies
\wrm Kohli was the first

over of the inning after scor-
ing four runs off three balls.
Rohit Sharma fell to Sha-
heen Afridi in the very next
over trying to hit him for a

¢ maximum. The Indian skip-

per made 13 off 12 deliver-
After the early ll\.pdmm,
of Indian opening pair.
Rishabh Pant and Axar Patel
tried to stablise the inning

the total to 58in 7.3
avers iEPatel  was
bowled by Nas hyin
the eighth over

Patel’s dismissal sparked
a eollapse in thexmiddle that
saw India losing Pant,
Suryakumar Yadav, Shivam
Dube and Hardik Pandya in

uick on.

Pant was the highest run
getter for Tndia having scored

2 off 31 dehvenas while
seven Indian batiers failed ©
reach double-digits.

For Pakistan. Nascem
Shah took three wickets in
his four overs while conced-
ing 21 runs.

Haris Rauf also took three
with the figures of 21 in three
overs

Mohammad Amir got a
couple of wickets, conceding
23 runs in four overs, while
Shaheen Afridi took a wicket
in his four over spell.

Pakistan and India are
facing ecach at the Nassau
County International Cricket

St‘ldmm inLanglsland, New
York in the hig T;Hmﬁapm
clash.
y Pal !st.m sluppe[ Babar
Aam won
to bowl first¥
was delayed due to

Wh ﬁnﬂw maitch later re-

;n_amh wis Ul'li. ¢

agam rcsnnml after rain

Fnkw:slan T’Iu)-wng XI:
Babar Azam (¢), Mohammad
Rizwan (wk), Usman Khan,
Fakhar  Zaman., Shadab
Khan, Iftikhar Ahmed, Imad
Wasim, Shaheen  Affidi,
Haris Rauf. Nascem Shah
and Mohammad Amir.India
Playing XI: Rohit Sharma
{c). Virat Kohli, Rishabh Pant
{wk). Survakumar Yadav,
Shivam  Dube.  Hardik
Pandya, Ravindra Jadeja.
Axar Patel, Jasprit Bumrah,
Arshdeep Singh and Moham-
mad Siraj —RT/Agency

IMF demands
that farm sector
be taxed

ISLAMABAD: The Intema-
tional Monetary Fund (TMF)
has demanded more tax col-
lection from provinces and
imposition of the agriculture
tax, media reported on Sun-

Official sources said that
the IMF has urged for impo-
sition of tax on the agricul-
ture income adding that the
farm sector paying low tax in
Pakistan over its share of in-
come

The monetary fund has
also advised the govemment
o use the national tax coun-
cil for enhancing provincial
taxation. “The province's rax
share in national revenues
has been at the minimal level
of one percent,” IMF has
pointed out

The IMF has also de-
manded full 1ax collection on
properties in as well as sales
14X 0N services in provinces

The International Mone-
tary Fund earlier demanded

Pakistan to public assets of
office holders, government
officials, ministers, and par-
liamentarians.

According 1o sources, the
IMF has suggested strict
anti-corruption measures in
the upcoming budget 2024,

The monetary fund di-
rected the government to es-
tablish a portal to declare as-
sets of public officials, but
the government has failed 10
do so, sources said.

Pakistan's authorities are
bound to create a portal and
disclose asset details under
the agreement with the IMF,
sources

The government had pre-
pared a Performa for officials
o disclose their assets, but it
was not made public, sourees
revealed Furthermore, banks
will now be required to ob-
tain assets information from
government officials when
opening  new  accounts
sources said —RT/Agency

Government

organizations

emergency meeting to dis-
cuss the development and de.
ed to record their protest
against the law:
Terming  the
amation  Bill, 2024,
against human values, the
meeting announced to lead a
_|U|m struggle against the
“black law™ and to take ef-
fective legal action against it.
The media bodies decided
to hold consultations with
political parties and bar
councils, and approach the
United Nations and other na-
tional and  international
human rights organisations
against the controversial law:
They said that demon-
strations would be staged
outside the relevant govern-
ment offices in prot
the defamation

Punjab

against

default on

electricity

bills worth billions

¥
ISLAMABAD: In a shock-
ing revelations, various gov-
emment institutions turned
out to be have unpaid dues of
Rs 71.16 billion in terms of
electricity bills, media re-
ported on Sunday. According
to the spokesperson of the Is-
lamabad Electric  Supply
Company (IESCO), the Azad
Kashmir government has
tops the list with Rs 54.86
billion in outstanding elec-
tricity bills. Other notable in-
stitutions in the unpaid dues

law,—RT/Agency

list include the Capital De-

L & 3
velopment Authority (CDA)

with  outstanding  dues
amounting to Rs 4.63 billion,
followed by the Pakistan
Secretariat and Cabinet Sec-
retariat with unpaid dues of
Rs 1.65 billion and 11.6 mil-
lion respectively. Similarly,
the tederal government-
run hospitals and the Min-
istry of Home Affairs have
failed to fulfill their finan-
cial obligations of 7279
million and 7143 million
in electricity bills respec-
tively —RT/Agency

Kundi warns Gandapur
that dancing horses don't

KPK: The war of words be-
tween Kyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur and Governor
Faisal Karim Kundi contin-
ues 1o escalate after the la-
ter responded to the former's
threats claiming that the CM
won't be able to materialise
his fiery speeches

"Dancing horses do not
win races," Governor Kundi
said while speaking to the
media in response to the
chief minister's  threats
against imposing taxes on
the province

kundi, who has a history
of verbal spats with Ganda-
pur, further underscored
various cases faced by the
chief minister over his al-
leged i

"Its good that the CM
himself said that he is not
my relative [...] tell me any
good thing thar he has done
[so far],” the govemor
added

Kundi's remarks come
after CM Gandapur Sarur-
day pledged to not allow the
imposition of taxes in the
Malakand Division

"You'll come on your
awn feer and will leave on
shoulders,” he said while
addressing a public gather-
ing in Swat

win races

He also pledged 1o
“hang” those who have vio-
lared the country ‘s Constitu-
tion and said: “[1] swear 10
Giod, you will not be able 1w
live in Pakistan, let alone Is-
lamabad."

Gandapur also  asked
those, who lodged “fake
cases" against jailed Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI1)
founder Imran Khan, to
identify themselves

Naming Punjab CM
Maryam Nawaz, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
and President Asif Zardari,
the KP CM asked the erowd
to name those responsible
for the alleged victimisation
of the embartled party

"We will have to hold
them accountable for each

day. We are silent just be-
cause of the PT1 founder,”
he added and stressed that
the former premier was |he
name of an “ideol
which was why he could not
be erased from the minds
and heans of people by "il-
legal” tactics

"If the opposing pary
thinks that the PTI workers
could be forced to leave
PTI, then it is their miscom-
prehension," Gandapur said

Elaborating on his ad-
ministration's efforts for the
masses’ benefir, the chief
minister reassured that the
KP government would spare
no effort o facilitate the
people and would provide
health, education and sports
facilities —RT/Agency

Shehbaz may dissolve
National Assembly within
three months: political
soothsayer Manzoor Wassan

ISLAMABAD:Known for
his bold predictions about
the country's politics, Pak-
istan Peoples Party (PPP)
leader Manzoor Wassan on
Sunday made a bold state-
ment anticipating the incum-
bent government's dissolu-
tion in the next three
months.

The puhlluan said that
the next "trimester is ex-
tremely crucial” regarding
the political landscape.
"Prime Minister Shehbaz
Shanf may dissolve the Na
fional Assembly within the
next three months ™

Wassan also ruled out the
ity of Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) President Nawaz Sharif
becoming the next premier
in the current political sce-
nario.

He said that it would be
seen what kind of setup
emerges afterwards, but the
provingial assemblies will
remain intact.

The politician further
stated that he doesn't see any

favourable circumstances
for Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{PTI) founder Imran Khan
or other politicians. "Reliefs
are @ven and taken back, so
Imran Khan shouldn't be liv-
ing in his own imaginary
world."

Wassan's remarks come
after the PPP raised concerns
about not being consulted on
the upcoming federal budget
for fiscal year 2024-25."The
government neither told us
anything  related 1o the

budget nor took us into con-
fidence. We don't know what
the PML-N is doing about
privatisation policy, taxes,
developmental program,
PPP senior leader Khurshid
Shah said He further said
that the PPP does not know
anything in terms of relief.
Shah said he's unaware
whether the government is
making the budget or the In-
termnational Monetary Fund's
(IMF) budget is being im-
posed —RT/Agency
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Sindh Minister Shahid Abdul Salam Thaheem, DIG
Ali Sher Jakhrani Launch A Tree Plantation

Campaign In Shahdadpur

By Sajan Jani Detho

SHAHDADPUR: In a proac-
tive effort to combat the ad-
wverse effects of extreme heat
and climate change, a com-
prehensive tree plantation
campaign has been initiated
in Shahdadpur. Social leaders

Anwar Jamal and Vinod §

Kumar, recognized for their
commitment to environmen-
tal and social causes, an-
nounced an ambitious plan o
plant one hundred thousand
saplings throughout the re-
gion. The campaign's inaugu-
ration was marked by the
presence of prominent fig-
ures, including Provincial

Minister of Labor, Shahid {

Abdul Salam Thaheem, and
DIG Balochistan, Ali Sher
Jakhrani

The inauguration cere-
mony took place at Jamal
Paradise, a scenic location
chosen for its visibility and
accessibility, Anwar Jamal
and Vinod Kumar, renowned
builders and social leaders in
Shahdadpur, hosted the
event, which was attended by
numerous dignitaries and
community members. The
special  guests, including
Provincial Minister of Labor
and Manpower Shahid Abdul
Salam Thaheem and DIG
Sibi Balochistan Ali Sher
Jakhrani, planted the first
saplings, symbolizing the
start of the campaign

Assistant Commissioner
Shahdadpur,  Qamruddin
Rahpoto, Mukhtiarkar Barkat
Ali Burdi, DSP Shahdadpur
Tanveer Shah, and other no-
table personalities such as
Mushtaq Qureshi, Rana Dil-
shad Rajput, and Wadero Gul
Detho were present, under-
scoring the broad support for
the initiative. The event's
hosts, Anwar Jamal and
Vinod Kumar Rajput, wel-
comed the guests warmly and

wesenled 1her|| wu:l\ Indu-
tional gifis of Sindhi Ajraks,
caps, and Lungis, symboliz-
ing the region's rich cultural
heritage and hospitality.

In his address, Provincial
Minister Shahid Abdul Salam
Thaheem highlighted the
critical importance of tree
plantation in mitigating the
effects of climate change and
improving local environmen-
tal conditions. He empha-
sized the government's com-
mitment to supporting such
initiatives and encouraged
the community to actively
participate in the campa
DIG  Ali Sher Jakhrani
echoed these sentiments,
stressing the role of treas in
reducing temperatures, im-
proving air quality, and en-
hancing the overall quality of
life.

The campaign aims not
only to plant trees but also to
educate the public about the
importance of environmental
conservarion. Workshops and
educational programs will be

Five Injured in Gas

By Saleem Socomro

dent eccurred in Ratodero,
where five men, including a
shopkeeper, sustained severe
injuries due to a gas cylinder
explosion. The injured men
were identified as shop-
keeper Farhan Junejo, Wasim
Odhane, Awais Soomro, Bi-
lawal Noonari, and Abdul
Aziz Soomro. The blast
caused significant damage to
the shop and nearby struc-

| tures, creating a scene of
| chaos and panic.

The injured were immedi-

8| ately rushed to the emer-

conducted  alongside  the
plantation activinies (o raise
awareness about the benefits
of trees and the necessity of
protecting natural resources
The initiative is expected 1o
have a long-term positive im-
pact on the region’s environ-

ment, contributing to a
ereener and healthier Shah-
dadpur.

The event concluded
with a ceremonial planta-
tion of trees by the digni-
, followed by a com-
ty gathering where
participants discussed the

m. future plans and sustain-

ability of the campaign
The enthusiasm and sup-
port from the local com-
munity were evident, with
many volunteers signing
up to assist in the planting
and maintenance of the
saplings. This collective
effort 1s a testament to the
community's dedication to
creating a sustainable and
environmentally friendly
future

SPYO Leaders Call On Sindh Minister
Ali Hassan Brohi

By Farooq Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: A significant
meeting ook place ar Mohsin
House Nawabshah, where
leaders of the Sindh People’s
Youth Organization (SPYO)
called on Haji Ali Hassan
Zardari, the Sindh Minister
of Prisons and Works and
Roads Department. The
meeting included key figures
from the SPYO, such as
Farhan Ahmed Laghari, In-
formation Secretary of SPYO
District  Shaheed  Be-
nazirabad, Raees Nawaz
Khan Rind, Shaukat Ali
Rind, Mir Sajid Ali Babar.
and Majid Keerio

The meeting focused on
discussing the various ini-
tiatives and projects being
undertaken by the Sindh
government in the areas of
prisons, infrastructure, and

road development. Haji Ali
Hassan Zardari provided
updates on the ongoing
projects and outlined future
plans aimed at improving
the facilities and services

within the district. The

SPYO leaders expressed
their support for the gov-
ernment’s efforts and dis-
cussed potential collabora-
tions 1o enhance the
effectiveness of these ini-
tiatives

The dialogue between
the SPYO leaders and the
Sindh Minister highlighted
the importance of youth in-
valvement in governance
and development projects
The meeting concluded
with a commitment to work
together towards the better-
ment of the community and
to ensure that the projects
are implemented efficiently
and transparently. The
SPY O leaders appreciated
the minister's openness and
willingness to engage with
the youth, and they pledged
their continued support for
the government's develop-
ment agenda

HYDERABAD: Resident of Qasimabad Sehrish Nagar, Ab
a press conference at the Hyderabad press club for the pro

n of justice.-RT

wency ward of CMC Hospi-
tal, where they received
prompt medical attention.
According o the doctors, all
five men were in stable con-

Cylinder Blast in Ratodero

LARKANA: A tragic acci- i

dition, though they sustained

ous degrees of bums and
ries. The medical staff
provided critical care. ensur-
ing that the victims were sta-
bilized and received the nec-
essary treatment for their
injuries.

The incident has raised
concerns about the safety
protocols for handling gas
cylinders, which are com-
monly used in shops and
households across the region.
Local authorities have ini
ated an investigation to deter-
mine the cause of the blast
and to implement measures
to prevent such accidents in
the future. The community
has rallied around the injured
men and their families, offer-
ing support and assistance
during their recovery.

By Faroog Memon

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD.  Deputy
Speaker of the National As-
sembly, Syed Mir Ghulam
Mustafa Shah, paid a heart-
felt visit to Qaz Ahmed Naz
Bagh in Shaheed Be-
nazirabad to express his con-
dolences to prominent PPP
leaders Raees Jam Aftab
Khan Unar and Rages Jam
Zulfigar Ali Unar. The visit
was in light of the passing of
their beloved mother, a loss
that has deeply affected the
local community.

During his visit, Deputy
Speaker Shah emphasized
the significance of family
and community support dur-
ing times of loss. He offered
prayers and Fateha for the
soul of the deceased, reflect-
ing on her contributions 1o
her family and co

National Assembly’s
Deputy Speaker Syed Mir
Ghulam Mustafa Shah
Condoles With PPP
Leaders Raees Jam Aftab
Khan Unar And Raees Jam

Zulfigar Ali Unar

In his remarks, Syed Mir
Ghulam Mustafa Shah high-
lighted the importance of
standing wogether in times of
sarrow, noting  that the
strength of a community 1s
measured by its ability o
support its members during
challenging Hmes  He
praised the Unar family for
their resilience and dedica-
tion 1o public service, under-
seoring the late matriarch's
role in nururing these values
within her family.

The visit was marked
by a somber and reflective
atmosphere, with commu-
nity members coming to-
gether to offer their condo-
lences and support to the
grieving family. The pres-
ence of such high-profile
figures underscored the re-
spect and esteem in which
the Unar family is held
within the The

The gathering included for-
mer  MPA  Rages  Sher
Muhammad Unar and Jam
Itikhar Ali Unar, who joined
in the prayers and shared in
the family's grief

5a[hern1g served as a re-
minder of the enduring
bonds of community and
the shared responsibility to
support one another in
times of need

Coming Three Months Are
Very Important for PM:
Everyone’s Favorite
Political Soothsayer
Manzoor Hussain Wassan

By Naz Solangi

KUMB: The political land-
scape in Pakistan is poised
for potential changes in the
coming months, according to
senior PPP leader Manzoor
Hussain Wassan. Speaking to

the media in Kotdiji, Wassan
made a significant prediction
about the future of the Prime
Minister and the National
Assembly. He emphasized
that the next three months are
crucial, as the current Prime
Minister may dissolve the
Mational Assembly, poten-
tially leading to significant
political shifts

Wassan stated, "The
provincial assemblies will
remain, but the National
Asgembly could be dis-
solved, followed by elec-
tions. Anything can happen
in the next three months "
His  comments  have
sparked considerable spec-

#| ulation about the possible

scenarios that could unfold,
highlighting the uncertainty
and fluidity of Pakistan's

He further noted that in-

flation is decreasing, and
Imran Khan has received
temporary relief in the ci-
pher case. However, Was-
san warned against com-
placency, suggesting that
the current conditions are
not favorable for the coun-
try or for Imran Khan. His
remarks have been inter-
preted as a call for vigi
lance and preparedness for
potential  political  up-
heavals.

The prediction by Man-
zoor Hussain Wassan has
added to the ongoing dis-
cussions about the stability
and future direction of Pak-
istan's government. His in-
sights, based on his exten-
sive  experience  and
understanding of the politi-
cal dynamics, are being
closely monitored by polit-
ical analysts and the public
alike. The coming maonths
are expected to be a period

of heightened political ac- |§

tivity and potential
changes, with significant
implications for the coun-
try's governance and polit-
ical stability

Monday, June 10, 2024

HYDERABAD: Members and leaders of the Pasban Democratic Party are holding a
protest demonstration at the Hyderabad Press Club for the construction of a double
road on Natienal Highway from Thatta to Hyderabad.-RT

By Dildar Ali

TANDO ADAM:  In
solemn and reflective event,

Dr. Abid Rascol Hashmi,

President of the Shia Ulema
Council in Tando Adam, de-
livered a powerful message
commemorating the martyr-
dom day of the ninth Imam,

Hazrat Tmam Muohammad
Taqi (AS). The event, at-
tended by a large number of
community members, high-
lighted the enduring legacy
and profound impact of
Imam Taqi's life and teach-
ings,

Dr. Hashmi emphasized
Hazrat Tmam Muhammad
Taqi's unwavering commit-
ment 1o responsibility, strate-
gic acumen, and insightful
leadership during challeng-
ing times. He ¢laborated on
the Imam'’s contributions to
Islamic jurisprudence, his
role in guiding the commu-
nity through tumultuous peri-

&

ods, and his efforts to uphold
the principles of justice and
righteousness. Dr. Hashmi's
speech und\.mwnd the en-
during blessings of Imamate
and the nmc.lt,:::s principles
that continue to guide hu-
manity.

Quoting Hazrat Tmam
Muhammad  Tagi, Dr
Hashmi highlighted the sig-
nificance of eloguence, faith,
worship, knowledge, reason,
humility, piety. and austerity
He encouraged the attendees
to reflect on these principles
and to incorporate them into
their daily lives. The event
served as a reminder of the
spiritual and moral responsi-
bilities that come with the
legacy of the Imamate, in-
spiring the community to
strive for higher ethical stan-
dards and to support one an-
other in their spiritual jour-
ney.
The commemoration in-
cluded  recitations  of

President of Shia Ulema
Council Commemorates
Martyrdom Day Of Hazrat
Imam Muhammad Tagqi (AS)

Quranic verses, pravers,
and reflections on the life
and teachings of Hazrat
Imam Muhammad Tagi
Community leaders and
scholars shared their in-
sights, further enriching the
understanding of Imam
Muhammad Taqi's contri-
butions to Islamic thought
and practice. The event
concluded with a commu-
nal prayer for peace and
wuidance, reinforcing the
sense of unity and purpose
among the artendees.

Dr. Hashmi's message
was a poignant reminder of
the enduring relevance of
Imam Taqi's teachings and
the importance of preserv-
ing and honoring the legacy
of the Imamate. The event
fostered a deep sense of
spiritual connection and
collective resolve to uphold
the values exemplified by
Hazrat Imam Muhammad
Tagi (AS)

SUP’s Syed Zain Shah Attends Lovely
Sakrand Reception Hosted In Honor Of
Shaukat Hussain Memon

By Zseshan Soomro

SAKRAND: In a celebration
of integrity and community
values, the Central President
of Sindh United Party, Syed
Zain Shah, anended a recep-
tion hosted in honor of
Shaukat Hussain Memon, a
venerable figure in the
Memon  community. The
event, marked by heartfelt
speeches and cultural trib-
utes, underscored the endur-
ing principles of truth, hon-
esty, and patriotism that the
Sanai Meman community
upholds.

Syed Zain Shah, deliver-
ing a presidential address
commended the Sanai
Memon community for their
unwavering commitment to
these values. He drew a his-
torical parallel, noting the
deep-rooted connection be-
tween the family of Sain GM
Syed and the Sanai Memons,
particularly highlighting that
Sain GM Syed's teacher was
(Qazi Muhammad Hashim
Sanai, a distinguished mem-
ber of the Sanai Memon
community. This connection,
he said, exemplifies the
shared values and mutual re-

spect  berween the
Lroups.

In his speech, Syed Zain
Shah remarked, "Humans are
mortal, but character is not. It
is the character thar defines
us and leaves a lasting
legacy ™ He praised Shaukat
Hussain Memon for embaody-
ing these timeless principles,
making him a beacon of in-
tegrity and moral fortimde
The reception celebrated
Shaukat Hussain Memon's
comtriburions 1o the commu-
nity, recognizing his dedica-
tion to truth and service

The event featured the
presentation of traditional
Sindhi shawls, hats, and gar-
lands to Shaukat Hussain
Memon, symbalizing respect
and honor. Syed Zain Shah
and Dr. Naseer Ahmed
Memon further honored him
by tying Boski turbans, a sig-
nificant cultural gesture. The
gathering was also addressed
by other prominent figures,
including Abdul Rashid
Memon, Mir Ghulam Rasoal
Memon, Zahid Hussain
Memon, and Ahsan Memoan,
who shared their thoughts on
the importance of maintain-
ing integrity and community

wo

spirit.

Ghulam Ali Memon, in
his welcoming address, high-
lighted the imporntance of
such gatherings in reinfore-
ing community bonds and
celebrating shared values
The event was attended by
many notable personalities of
the Memon community, in-
cluding the President of the
United Memon Jamaar, Qazi
Javed Sanai, Dr  Bashir
Ahmed Memon, Ghulam
Mustafa Memaon, Abdul Jab-
bar Memon, Khuda Bux
Memon, Shabir  Ahmed
Memon, Qazi Parvez Sunai,
Hafiz Zulfiqar Ali Memon,
and  Shafi  Muhammad
Memon The evening was
filled with cultural perform-
ances and traditional Sindhi
music, adding to the festive
atmosphere. Guests shared
stories of Shaukat Hussain
Memon's contributions to the
community, his role in vari-
ous social initiatives, and his
unwavering dedication to up-
holding ethical standards
The reception was not only a
tribute to an individual but
also a celebration of the val-
ues that bind the community
together.
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Info Minister, Secretary
shocked over demise of
Taskeen Zafar

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Attaullah Tarar on Sun-
day expressed grief and sor-
row over the demise of Radio
Pakistan's senior newscaster
Taskeen Zafar.

In a statement, he said he [

is deeply saddened to hear
the news of Taskeen Zafar's
death. The Minister said Tas-
keen Zafar was a talented and

experienced newscaster. He [

said her death has resulted in
an irreparable loss not only to
Radio Pakistan but to the en-
tire media industry.

The Minister extended his
heartfelt condolences to the
family of Taskeen Zafar. He
prayed for etemal peace of
the deceased and patience for
her bereaved family

Secretary Information and
Broadcasting Shahera Shahid
expressed deep grief and sor-
row over the death of Radio
Pakistan's senior newscaster
Taskeen Zafar,

In her condolence mes-
sage, she said Taskeen Zafar
was an asset of Radio Pak-
istan and void created by her
demise will never be filled.

The Secretary Informa-
tion said Taskeen Zafar's
services to Radio Pakistan
will always be remembered.
Extending condolences to the
bereaved family of late Tas-
keen Zafar, she prayed for
her etemal peace and pa-
tience for her family.
Director General Radio
Pakistan Saeed Ahmed
Shaikh has expressed deep
grief and sorrow over the sad
demise of legendary broad-
caster and Radio Pakistan's
Urdu Newscaster Taskeen
Zafar

Expressing his sympa-
thies with the bereaved fam-
ily, he prayed for etemnal

peace of the departed soul
and forbearance for the be-
reaved family to bear this ir-
reparable loss

The Director General said
Radio Pakistan lost a great
asset today.He said services
of Taskeen Zafar in the
broadcasting field are match-
less.
Saeed Ahmed Shaikh
said  Taskeen  Zafar
earned nation-wide
recognition as a news-
caster, He said Taskeen
Zafar would remain a
source of inspiration and
pride for us in the times
ahead, and she would be dearly
missed. —RT/Agency

Budget 2024: Govt decides
to include 62 Health
Mmlstry projects

ISLAMABAD: The federal
govemnment has decided o
include 62 projects for Min-
istry of Health in the upcom-
ing federal budget. with a
total allocation of Rs8.91 bil-
lion, meida reported on Sun-
day.

According 1o details
available with ARY News,
the projects include 32 ongo-
ing and 30 new initiatives,
with a focus on improving
healthcare facilities across
the country.

Sources claimed that
Rs5.56 billion has been allo-
cated for ongoing projects,
while Rs3.35 billion has been
earmarked for new projects.
The ministry has also pro-
posed allocating Rs200 mil-
lion for the construction of
four basic health units in Is-
lamabac

Orher projects include the
upgradation of various hospi-
tals and healthcare facilities,
purchase of medical equip-
ment, and establishment of
new health centers.

The ministry has also pro-

posed allocating funds for the
prevention and control of dis-
eases such as tuberculosis,
malaria, and AIDS

Meanwhile, funds were
not earmarked for the on-
going project to prevent
blindness in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir { AJK),

The proposed budget
udes.

Rs300m for the ongo-
ing IDSK program

Rs400m for the 200-
bed emergency center in
PIMS

Rs30m for the 200-bed

ing!

gynage center
Rawalpindi

Rs100m for the com-
munity health center in
Budhana Kalan

Rs100m for the com-
munity health center in
Bara Imam Islamabad

Rs500m for the upgra-
dation of Jinah Hospital
Islamabad

Rs100m for the Ghur-
rah Shaahin Zocha Bacha
Center Rs290m for the es-
tablishment of a disease
control center in Islam-
abad—RT/Agency

in

Young man found dead near
Dasht in Balochistan

QUETTA:A 25-year-old
man was found dead from
Killi door area of Dasht in
Balochistan province on
Sunday

According to rescue
sources, the body of the
man Liaquat Ali Ban-
gulzai, 25, son of Imam
Baksh Bangulzai, a resi-

e |

dent of Dasht, was found
lying Killi door area of
Dasht. It seemed the man
was killed by hitting stone
on his head

His body was shifted to
Sandeman  Provincial
Hospital Querta for the
completion of necessary
codal formalities and later

handed over to the heirs

after fulfilling necessary

medico-legal formalities
The incident has

mosphere in the
tim's home. Further i
vestigation was being
the Levies Station
Dasht —RT/Agency
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Russia's Latest Generation
Fighter Jet Su-57 Hit For

First Time, Claims Ukraine

Kyiv:Ukrainian forces have
for the first time hit a latest-
generation Russian Su-57
fighter jet at an air base in-
side Rus:
fence mtd\lgt.nu. agency
said on Sunday, showing
satellite pictures which it said
confirmed the strke.

In a Telegram post, the
GUR did not specify how the
Su-57 was hit or by which
unit of the Ukrainian mili-
tary.
A popular Russian pro-
war military blogger who
calls himself Fighterbomber
and focuses on aviation said
the report of the strike on the
Su-57 was correct and that it
had been hit by a drone.

The GUR said the aircraft
was parked at the Akhtubinsk
airfield, which it said was
580 km (366 miles) from

 Kyiv's GUR de- |

front lines in Ukraine be-
tween Ukrainian and Russian
invasion forces.

"The pictures show that
on June 7, the Su-57 was
standing intact, and on (June
8th), there were craters from
the explosion and character-
istic spots of fire caused by
fire damage near it,” the

GUR said, with the image
posted alongside the mes.

sage.

Ukraine has been fightin,
4 full-scale Russian invasion
since February 2022, Both
sides conduct regular strikes
hundreds of kilometres into
enemy territory with missiles
and drones — Agency

LAHORE: Over the direc-
tives of the Interior Minister,
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) Anti-Smug-
gling Unit conducted an op-
eration and recovered a huge
cache of smuggled Iranian
diesel in Lahore, media re-
ported on Sunday.

The Anti-Smuggling Unit
of FIA Lahore conducted a
raid over the directives of in-
terior  minister  Mohsin
Nagvi. It sealed lhe ware-
house after confi
total of 43,000
smuggeled Iranian diesel.

Following the seizure of
the smuggled diesel, the FIA
sent a sample to the labora-
tory and further action will
be taken after the forensic re-

port.

The FIA Anti-Smug-
ling Unit spokesperson
added that the operation
was carried out with the
help of Customs officials.

Back in April, the law

FIA confiscates huge
cache of smuggled
diesel in Lahore

enforcement authorities
conducted a crackdown at
Hub River Road in
Karachi and seized smug-
gled goods worth millions
including Iranian Diesel

According  to  the
Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Asad Raza’s state-
ment, five individuals
were apprehended in con-
nection with the i
trade while
goods, worth  bil
were seized from
possession

As per DIG South, the
confiscated goods were
discovered  concealed
within two buses and an
oil tanker meanwhile,
among the confiscated
items were vigarettes,
cloth, copper, juice,
and dry milk, indicat-
|n5 a diverse range of
1cit goods being traf-
ficked through the
area.—RT/Agency

their

LAHORE: Lahore Electric
Supply Company (LESCQO)
has decided to ban three-
phase meters for all con-
sumers, according to a repornt
on Sunday.

In this regard, LESCO
has started work on in-
stalling Automatic Meter
Reading (AMR) meters in
place of three-phase me-
ters. By installing AMR
meters, consumers will
have to pay an extra
Rs20,000 10 Rs23.000.

An additional amount
will be charged due 1o the

LESCO decides to ban
three-phase meters
for consumers

erence 1n meter ]J[Icc
ESCO will charge the
purchase of AMR meters
at Rs 42,000. Installation
of MMR meters will re-
duce overbilling and elec-
tricity theft

Earlier, the bidirec-
tional meter of the solar
system was replaced by
AMR. Installation of AMR
meters will enable online
billing. The use of mod-
ern technology in the sys-
tem will provide conven-
ience 10
consumers.—RT/Agency

Pakistan Railways earns
over Rs 70 bln till May

= 5
1ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
1 Railways has achieved an
junprecedented earning of
jover Rs. 70 billion |I] the
I month of May (FY 2 Ed}
lespite facmg a financial cri-
| is due to floods in the mon-
§ S00n season.
“The department is ex-
pecting to generate revenues
up to Rs. 80 billion by the
Lend of this financial year
hrough the consistent efforts
Vand hard work of the Rail-
D way workers,” sources in the
Ainistry told APP.
The dc‘panmtnt has wit-
d a historic increase in
enue in the current finan-
| year as during the last fi-
pnancial year (2022-23), it
amed around Rs. 40 billion.
The sources said that out
T0 billion, the revenue
erived from passenger
nd freight trains while other
sectors of the department
Iso contributed to the total
enue.
At present, they
1 Pakistan Railways is oper-
ting around 96 passenger
1 trains, more than the previ-
lous year when 86 trains
ere running. Similarly,
1 during the previous year, on
1 average it operated 3.75
pfreight trains while the

number reached seven
freight trains this year.

The sources said the de-
partment d that

PML-N government decides
to continue PTI’s Ten
Blllwn Tree 1n1tlat1ve

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to
tackle the escalating climate
crisis, the PML-N-led federal
government has decided to
continue Ten Billion Tree
Tsunami project, initiated by

the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTI) government, media re-
ported on Sunday, citing
sources.

Sources told media that
the government has decided
to increase the budget for the
Ministry of Climate Change
by Rs11.82 billion for the fis-
cal year 2024-25, with aim-
ing at mitigating the effects
of global warming and pro-
motin1, sustainable develop-

The budget includes a
significant  allocation of
Rs15.62 billion for the Green
Pakistan initiative, previ-
ously known as the Ten Bil-
lion Tree Tsunami — a project
ally launched in 2018 by

PTL The project aims to

plant trees across the nation
and combat the adverse ef-
fects of climate change

The government has also
proposed a new project to
combat climate change, de-
tails of which are yet to be
disclosed. It has also been
proposed to provide Rs1.019
billion to the Ministry of Cli-
mate Change to enhance its
technical capacity and effec-
tively implement climate
change projects.

The budgzet also allocates
Rs15.775 billion for four on-
going schemes, aimed at pro-
moting sustainable develop-
ment and environmental
conservation. Furthermore,
the government has proposed
Rs100 million for the Pak-
istan Biosafety C]ealmg
House. In & move to im-
prove water quality moni-
toring capabilities, the
government has allocated
Rs30 million for the pur-
pose.—RT/Agency

ANF arrests 18 accused in
nationwide operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting seven operations
across the country managed
o recover over 391 kg drugs
and arrested 18 accused,
media reported.

He informed that 195.6
ke hashish was recovered
from the possession of four
suspects rounded up in two
operations near Lakpas Toll
Plaza Mustang

In an operation, 57.6 kg
opium and 708 kg hashish
were recovered from five
suspects including a woman
arrested in two operations at
Sangjani Toll Plaza Islam-
abad

34 kg hashish was recov-
ered from the possession of
four drug smugglers netted in
Hyderabad while 18 kg
hashish was recovered from
two suspects held in G-15Is-
lamabac

15.6 kg hashish was re-
covered from three accused

arrested from Haripur
C

ases under the Anti-Nar-
cotics Act have been regis-
tered against the arrested ac-
cused while further
investigations under
progcess.

Earlier, Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) in its ongoing
operations against drug traf~
ficking conducted nine raids
across the country and man-
aged to recover 45 kg drugs
besides arresting 10 accused

He informed that 7.7 kg

are

of ice was recovered from a
Jeddah-bound passenger at
Peshawar Airport

In the second operation,
13 kg of hashish and 170
grams ice were recovered
from the possession of an ac-
cused arrested in Multan, 8.4
kg opium was recovered
from two suspects netted in
Phoolnagar Kasur area while
5.4 kg ice was recovered
from two suspects roundad
up in two operations in
Quetta —RT/ Agency

Three dead as car plunges into
Muzaffarabad’s Neelum River

MUZAFFARABAD
rragic incident, a car plunged
into the Neelum River near
Kareemabad, Muzaffarabad,
resulting in the deaths of
three people and leaving two
others injured, media re-
pored.

As per details, the car car-
rying §-10 passengers was
raveling from Taobat to Kel
when it plunged into the river
near Kareemabad.

Rescue efforts are under-
way, but the sirong current
and depth of the river are
posing challenges.

The car has not been re-
covered from the river, and
there are fears of more casu-
alties

Eyewimesses said that the
car was swept away by the
river's strong current, mak-
ing it difficult for rescue
teams to locate it

In a separate incident, at

In af

least 7 people were killed and
six others injured when a van
plunged into a deep ravine
near Swat’s Malam labba
According to police, the
van carrying 12 staff mem-
bers of a local hotel fell into a

orge while taking a sharp
turn, killing seven penple on
the spot and critically injur-
ing six others.

After being informed,
Pakistan army personnel
reached the Malam Jabba
spot and shifted the dead

and injured to hmpual
In a similar incident
on May 29, ar least 27
people had been killed
afrer a bus overturned
and fell into a ditch in
Washuk, Balochistan
The accident occurred
due to overspeeding, said
police  adding  that
women and children were
among the deceased. The
ill-fated bus was travel-
ing from Turbat to
Quetta. —RT/Agency

w0

Government establishes
departments to speed up mining

ISLAMABAD: The federa]

the issue of dela» in pay-
ment of salaries 10 employ-
ees has now been resolved
and things will be more
streamlined, once work on
the Mainline-I {(ML-1) proj-
ect kicks off.

To a question, they said
that Pakistan Railways has
beefed up precautionary
measures 1o reduce passen-
ger train accidents and only
six minor accidents with no
causality took place on the
entire railway network in
the country during the last
three months.

The drastic decrease in
accidents has been wit-
nessed due to the efforts
being undertaken to reduce
trespassing at unmanned
level crossings and unau-
thorized locations, they
added.

“Our staff is continu-
ously monitoring the rail-
way tracks across the coun-
try and conducting thorough
inspection of the trains as
the safety of the passengers
is the top priority of the de-
partment,”  the sources

said —RT/Agency

o t has
departments in all provinces
to speed up mining of min-
eral reserves in Pakistan.

The minerals sector is one
of the priority sectors of Spe-
cial Investment Facilitation
Council {SIFC) and collabo-
rations are being made with
local and foreign investors
for its promotion.

Mining in Chagai district
has been accelerated since
the out-of-court settlement
with Barrack Gold. It is a 54
lion project in which Pak-
istan will contribute $2 bil-

lion.

A 31 billion mining fund
has also been established
jointly by Pakistan and
Kuwait under the SIFC.

Earlier in 2022, Pakistan
and Barrick Gold Corpora
tion have signed $8 billion
landmark agreement on Reko
Dig project after Supreme
Court {SC) termed the deal

‘legal”

T'hu 38 billion landmark
agreement was signed by
Reko Dig Gold Corporation
representative and federal
and Balochistan government
representatives.

The Supreme Court {SC)
of Pakistan on Dec 9 ruled
that new deal on the Reko
Dig gold and copper mining
project in Balochistan is
legal. Reko Dig is one of the

- world's largest undeveloped

copper-gold mines. The proj-
ect is being restarted after re-
maining on hold since 2011

The top court announced
the ruling on a reference sent
by President Anf Alvi under
Article 186 of the Constitu-
tion of Pakistan in the Reko
Dig Project on the advice of
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif —RT/Agency

CTD reports 15 attacks on polio
teams in KP

PESHAWAR: The Counter-
Terrorism Department
(CTD) has released a report
revealing that 15 attacks
have been carried out on
polio vaccination teams in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
meida reported. According to
the report, 13 police officers
have been martyred and 36
mjured while providing se-

curity for polio vaccination
teams. The report states that
three attacks each were car-
ried out in Bannu, Bajaur,
and Tank, while one attack
each occurred in Khyber,
Lakki Marwat. Mardan,
North Wazinistan, and South
Waziristan.

The CTD report identi-
fies three militant organiza-

tions behind the attacks on
polio teams. Anti-polio cam-
paigns in Pakistan are regu-
larly marred by violence.
Militants target
teams and police
protect them A five-day anti-
polio campaign started Mon-
day in nine high-risk dis-
tricts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa —RT/Agency




Monday, June 10, 2024

.REGISENAL TIMES!

EDITORIAL

Founders: Late Kazi Saced Akbar, Late Kazi Jawad Akbar, Editor-in-Chief and Publisher: Kazi Sajjad Akbar

Reading Between The Lines Of Manzoor Wassan’s Predictions

enior Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) leader Man-

zoor Wassan's recent forecast about Prime Minis-

ter Shehbaz Sharif possibly dissolving the Na-

tional Assembly within the next three months has
sparked considerable speculation. Known for his bold pre-
dictions, Wassan insists that the upcoming trimester is "ex-
tremely crucial” for Pakistan’s political landscape, ruling
out the possibility of Nawaz Sharif returning as the pre-
mier and doubting favourable conditions for PTI founder
Imran Khan.

While Wassan's statements have created a media stir, it
is crucial to recognize the underlying message they con-
vey. Such a startling prediction would not have been made
without the tacit approval of the PPP leadership, particu-
larty from the party’s president, Asif Ali Zardari, Wassan's
declaration should be seen as a strategic communication

from the PPP, signaling both their internal stance and a  PML-N President Nawaz Sharit, Wassan’s forecast serves

broader message to other political stakeholders. as a cautionary note. It underscores the necessity for care-

I'he implications of Wassan's remarks extend beyond  ful maneuvering and coalition management in the com-

ing months. The PPP’s dissatisfaction with the lack of con-

sultation on the budget and other critical policies indicates

REGI N AL TIMES potential turbulence ahead., requiring both leadership and
political acumen to navigate.

As the political landscape braces for possible upheaval,
the immediate political theatrics. They suggest that the it is hoped that any crisis will be brief and ultimately lead
PPPis notonly asserting its position butalso highlighting  to greater political stability, Pakistan has endured signifi-
its exclusion from pivotal decision-making processes, —cant political uncertainty over the past 26 months; thus, a
such as the upcoming federal budget discussions. Thisex-  period of stability and collaborative governance would be
clusion hints at deeper fissures within the coalition gov-
emnment, adding another layer of complexity to the cur-
rent political scenario.

For Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and his brother,

awelcome change. The country’s leadership must priori-
tize national interest and unity to steer through this pivotal
phase, ensuring a stable and prosperous future for Pak-
istan.
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Elon Musk May Leave Tesla If British TV

NSO, Nishat Jamaat Luari Sharif Hold A

$56 Billion Pay Not Approved, | Presenter Michael

Board Chair Warns

Billionaire Elon Musk may
leave Tesla if shareholders
reject his $36 billion pay
package, according to the
company's  board  chair
Robyn Denholm, She also
stated that the CEO could
spend his time in "other
places”, as per a report in the
Verge.

The sharehalders of the
electric car maker will decide
on Mr Musk's compensation
package on June 13. This
will be the second time that
shareholders will vote on the
CEO's compensation which
was first ruled invalid earlier
this year by a Delaware count
who claimed that the ap-
proval process was “deeply
flawed ™

Ms Denholm wrote in the
letter 1o shareholders, filed
with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, “Elon is
not a typical executive, and
Tesla is not a typical com-
pany. So, the typical way in
which companies compen-
sate key executives is not
going to drive results for
Tesla Motivating someone
like Elon requires something
different.”

"What we recognized in
2018 and continue 1o recog-
nize wday is that one thing
Elon most cermainly does not
have is unlimited time. Nor

does he face any shortage of

ideas and other places he can

make an incredible difference
in the world. We want those
ideas, that energy and that
time to be at Tesla, for the
benefit of you, our owners.
But that requires reciprocal
respect,” she continued

The billionaire's other
ventures including SpaceX,
X and x AT, have concerned
investors about his ability 1o
focus on Tesla Ms Denholm
insisted that the vote to ac-
cept the $36 billion compen-
sation plan is "not about the
money,” even if it would
make Mr Musk the highest-
paid CEC in modern history.
“We all know Elon is one of
the wealthiest people on the
planet, and he would remain
so even if Tesla were 10 re-
nege on the commitment we
made in 2018," she wrore,

The 2018 deal was made
in order to "keep Elon fo-
cused on Tesla and motivated
to achieve the company's in-

comparable ambitions,” ac-
cording to Ms Denholm's let-
ter. "Upholding our end of
the bargain, then, by ranf
the decision we all made in
2018, is more important than
ever. 1f Tesla is to retain
Elon's attention and motivate
him to continue 1o devote his
lime, energy, ambition and
vision to deliver comparable
results in the furure, we must
stand by our deal.” she wrote.
Listen to the latest songs,
only on JioSaavn.com
Notably, Mr Musk is
looking to acquire a 25 per
cent interest in Tesla, which
would give him more influ-
ence over the company to
accomplish his objectives
of creating antificial intelli-
gence and selfdriving vehi-
cles. He has also threatened
10 split off Tesla's Al re-
search into a different com-
pany if his demands are not
satisfied — Agency

'""People Were Screaming'':
Gazans Recall Israeli

Hostage Rescue Rald

Palestinian Territories: A day
after Israeli special forces
rescued four hostages from
Gaza, Palestinians recounted
their panic during the intense
gun battles and explosions
that rocked the area and re-
duced buildings to rubble
While Israelis have re-
joiced at the safe return of the
four captives, officials in
Hamas-run Gaza decried a
"massacre” in which they
said 274 people were killed
and 698 wounded in the
crowded Nuseirat refugee
camp,
Soon after the raid started
around 11 am (0800 GMT) in
Museirat's busy market area,
bombs were raining down
and turning the neighbour-
hood inte "smoke and
flames", said Muhannad Tha-
bet, a 35-year-old resident.
"People were screaming -
- young and old, women and
men,” he said by phone.
"Everyone wanted to flee the
place, but the bombing was
imtense and anyone who
moved was at risk of being
killed due to the heavy bom-
bardment and gunfire
"Houses were destroyed
with their occupants inside.
There were also large num-
bers of displaced people and
shops, stalls and cars were on
fire due to the bombing.”
Israel had sent in a special

forces team of troops, police
and Shin Bet operatives who
simultaneously raided two
buildings to

hostages -- Noa Argdmdnl
26, Almog M

drey Kozlow, 27, and Shlomi

ance in one, but heavy gun-
fire in the other and withdrew
under attack with guns and
rocket-propelled grenades to
take the hostages to nearby
helicopters, said military
spokesman Rear Admiral
Daniel Hagari. Another mili-
tary  spokesman, Peter
Lerner, told US network
ABC that "the forces came
under fire from a 360-degree
threat — RPGs, AK-47s, ex-
plosive  devices, mortar
rounds. It was a war
zone.""No could
move Evewitmesses said the
Israeli raid and retreat were
covered by heavy air strikes

as well as drone and tank

e

€.
Several told AFP they had

¢ seen bodies in the streets,

which AFP could not inde-
pendently verify. As the fight-
ing raged, the injured were

tal was filled y
and injured, and it was im-
possible to accommodate
such a large number within
minutes,” said doctor Mar-
wan Abu Nasser, an official
at the Al-Awda health facility
near the camp."Of course, the
hospital was under fire, and
no one could move during
the  operation.” Watching
from his roof, another local
man, Mohammed Moussa,
said he was ternfied when he
caught a glimpse of an lsrach
tank on the street below with
artillery  fire  crashing

down,—Agency

Mosley Found Dead
On Greek Island

Athens: British TV presenter

and healthy living advocate
Michael Mosley has been
found dead on the Greek is-
land of Symi, a deputy
mayor of the island told
Reuters on Sunday.

Mosley, 67, had been
missing since Wednesday
after he went for a walk
alone along a coastal path in
searing heat.

Police  spokeswoman
Constanting Dimoglidou had
carlier said that the body of a
person believed to be Mosley

had been found in the area of

Agia Marina, but that identi-
fication was pending

By Jibran Talpur

1 BADIN: In an effort to raise
legal awareness among the
1 vouth and local community. &
gnificant seminar titled
1 'Law for All' was held at
1 Nishat Library Khan Sahib
1 Abdul Rehman, Organized
by the Majia Student Orngani-
zation, Nishat Tamaat Luari
Sharif, Unit Luari Sharif, this
district-level event aimed 1o
educate attendees about their
legal rights and the broader
implicati
Veveryday life The seminar
1 was presided over by Sohail
1 Ahmed Junejo, the Central
1 Vice President of the Najia
Student Organization Nishat
“The mayor of the island § Jamaat Luari Sharif, who
and a state TV ERT joumnal- j emphasized the importance
ist were filming the area of j of legal knowledge in foster-
Agia Marina, when they ying an mﬂ)nncd and respon-
spotted the body,” said
deputy mayor Nikitas Grillis. The seminar featured a
"It is cenainly him." series of enlightening lec-
Another police official | tures by esteemed legal pro-
said the body had been found | fessionals. Sir Advocare Ram
on rocky terrain, close to the ¥ Kolhi initiated the session
sea, dismissing earlier re- ¥ with a lecture on "Fundamen-
ports that said he was found ! ral Rights and Remedies’. He
in a cave. Police were inves- 1 elaborated on the basic ri
tigating the scene. I guaranteed by the constitu-
Mosley, who was on the 1 tion and the legal remedies
island with his wife, was 1 available for their violation,

last seen alive at 1:30 p.m. § stressing the importance of

(1030 GMT) on Wednes- § understanding these rights 1o
day.—Agency 1 protect oneself and others in
the co: His 1alk was

Senior Israeli
Commander Resigns
Over Failure To Prevent i

Hamas' Oct 7 Attack

Jerusalem:lsrael's army said
Sunday that a senior com-
mander had resigned over
what he called his failure to
prevent the October 7 attack
by Palestinian militants.
“The commander of the
n, Brigadier
General Avi Rosenfeld, in-
formed his commanders
F ntention to end
in the (Israeli
d a statement by

the military
“The officer will finish

Rosenfeld wrote in a res-
ignation letter released by
the army: "Everyone has to
take responsibility for their
part, and I am the one re-
sponsible in Division 143."

“On October 7, 1 failed
my life's mission: to protect
the envelope,” he wrote, re-
ferring to the southern ls-
raeli communities on the
border with Gaza.

In April, Israel's military
intelligence chief, Major

a comprehensive overview of

: civil liberties, including free-
dnm of speach, right 10 edu-
¥ cation, and the right to equal-
ity before the law,

Following this, Advocate
Irfan \]ajeed Soomro pre-
lsented on 'LLB and its

Scope’. He provided valuable

1 insights into the educational

I p:uh of obtaining a Bachelor

1 of Laws (LLB) degree, de-

1 tailing the curriculum, spe-

| cializations, and the various

| career opporiunities available
to law graduates. He high-

y lighted the growing demand

for legal professionals in var-

ious sectors, including corpo-
rate, criminal, and civil law,
encouraging students to con-

sider a career in law as a vi-

1 able and rewarding option

Advocate  Muhammad

Ibrahim Soomro then took

I the stage to discuss 'Job Op-

pommmes in Law and Eam-

ings of Lawyers'. His presen-
came the first high-ranking j tation focused on the diverse
official to step down for fail- § employment opportunities
ing io prevent the attack that § within the legal field, includ-
shocked Israel and the inter- ¢ ing roles in private practice,
j Public service, corporate

General Aharon Haliva, be-

of the law in ||

legal departments, and non-
governmental organizations,
He also discussed the finan-
cial aspects of a legal career,
providing staristics on aver-
age earnings and the poten-
tial for income growth with
experience and specializa-

tion. His talk aimed to dispel s

common  misconceptions
about the legal profession
and to highlight the lucrative
and stable nature of legal ca-
Teers.

The final lecrure was de-
livered by Advocare Niaz
Ahmed Rahukro on 'The Re-
sponsibilities and Rights of
an Informed Youth in Soci-
ey’ He stressed the pivotal
role that young people play
in shaping the future of soci-
ety and the importance of
being well-informed about
their rights and responsibili-
ties

His lecture covered topics
such as civic duties, the im-
portance of participating in
democratic processes, and
the role of youth in social
justice movements. He en-
couraged the attendess to be
proactive in seeking knowl-
edge and to use their legal
understanding to advocate
for positive change in their
communities.

In a gesture of apprecia-
tion, the guests were pre-
sented with traditional Sindhi
Ajraks by Ghulam Hussain
Jungjo, President of the

Legal Awareness Seminar In Badin

Najia %ludem O
Nishat Jamaat Luari Sharif
District Badin, and Safdar
Aslam Kerio, Pry
Luari §
tural s

wmpnml-
and respect, was under-
ored during the presenta-

n
The proceedings of the
program were conducted by
Shams Salah Kerio, Joint
Secretary of the Luari Sharif
Unit, who ensured the
smooth flow of the event

Following the lecrures, a vi-
brant Q& A session ensued,
where members of the audi-
ence posed various questions
about legal issues.

The speakers addressed
these queries with profi-
ciency, providing detailed
and practical answers, further
enhancing the participants'
understanding of legal mat-
ters

The program saw enthusi-
astic participation from offi-
cials and members of Nishat
District Badin and other
units. The event not only pro-
vided valuable legal knowl-
edge but also fostered a sense
of community and mutual
support among the attendees.
The successful seminar un-
derscored the importance of
legal education in empower-
ing individuals and promot-
ing a just and equitable soci-
ety.

e.punslhlhl} tur failing to
prevent the att: 1
“The intelligence divi-1

not live up to the task
were entrusted with,” hel
wrote. 1
The bloodiest ever Gaza | THATTA: Two persons were
war broke out with the Octo- g killed in different incidents
ber 7 attack on southern Is- y near Thatta on Sunday. A
rael that resulted in the uth, Abdul Ghani Sheedi,
deaths of 1,194 people, ; lost his life in a tragic acci-
maostly civilians, according o dent when a speeding motor-
to an AFP tally based on Is- | cyele collided with a pole in
raeli official figures Ghula Mullah town, approxi-
Israel's retaliatory mili- & mately 20 kilometers from
tary offensive has killed at ¥ Thatta. According to eyewit-
least 37,084 people in Gaza, ! nesses, the impact was se-
also mostly civilians, a ere, and Abdul Gham Sheedi
cording to the territory's | sustained cntical injuries. His
health ministry. —Agency | body was swifily transported

By Khuda Bux Brohi

to Civil Hospital Thatta for
medico-legal formalities and
later handed over to his griev-
ing family. The untimely
death of the young man has
plunged his household into
deep mourning, with relatives
and friends gathening to offer
their condolences.In a sepa-
rate incident, a thief met his
demise while attempting to
steal & water motor from a
maosque at the Wada stop near
Bohara town, located on the
sea coast The thief, identified
as Fazlur Rehman, was elec-

Two killed in different
incidents near Thatta

trocuted during the theft.
Local sources reported that
the incident occurred late at
night when Fazlur Rehman
wias trying to disconnect the
water motor. His lifeless bady
was discovered by locals in
the early hours of the mom-
ing and was subsequently
taken to Sheikh Zayed Hospi-
tal for medico-legal formali-
ties. The shocking nature of
his death has stirred the local
community, highlighting the
dangers of such unlawful ac-
livitigs.
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Babar Azam isn't even
equal to Virat Kohli's
shoe: Danish Kaneria

One of the hottest debate top-
ics in the cricketing world re-
mains the comparison be-
tween former Indian skipper
Wirat Kohli and current Pak-
istan captain Babar Azam.
With the high-voltage
match between the two South
Asian nis barely a few
hours away, former Pakistan
cricketer Danish Kaneria has
made bold statements about
who he believes is the supe-
nor player.
In a recent interview,
Kaneria did not hold back his
criticism of Babar Azam. "As
soon as Babar Azam scores a
hundred, the next day vou'll
see comparisons with Virat
Kohli. Babar Azam isn't even
equal to Virat Kohli's shoe,"
Kaneria said The former
spinner specifically pointed

out Azam's recent struggles
against the USA bowlers,
where the Pakistani captain
could not dominate.

"USA bowlers had him
stuck; he was unable to play
them. As soon as he reached
40-0dd runs, he got out. He
should have stayed and won
the game. Pakistan should
have won the game one-
sided," he said

Kaneria also expressed
disappointment with the
Pakistan cricket team's
overall attitude. "The Pak-
istan cricket team is a joke
They are not sericus about
the T20 World Cup: they
are just holidaving in the
US with family. Babar
Azam stands nowhere near
Virat Kehli," he con-
cluded —Agency

Croatia beat
Portugal in Euro
2024

™
PORTUGAL Croatia  fin-
ished their Euro 2024 prepa-
rations with an impressive 2-
1 friendly win over Portugal
on Saturday

Zlatko Dalic's side beat
the Euro 2016 winners in the
Lisbon suburb of Oeiras 1o
send Group B rivals Spain
and Italy a warning,

Robero Martinez's Portu-
zal, among the contenders w
win the tournament, fell o
only their second defeatin 13
matches under the Spaniard.

Talisman Cristiano
Ronaldo was left on the
bench by Martinez, whose
side spurned chances 1
equalise in the second half.

"Today's game had a neg-
ative result. we want to wi
it's the best way to grow, but
today there are also positives
to take," said Martinez.

Portugal won all of their
qualifying games but have
lost in friendlies against
Slovenia in March, and now
Croatia

"Winning against Croatia
doesn't make us good enough
10 win the rournament, losi
doesn't mean we will nat
qualify for the last 16." con-
tinued Martinez

"A friendly game is about
preparation. Now we are
stronger than before the
game.__ this is international
football

warm-up friendly

"We lost, Croatia de-
served it, but for us it was a
test we needed "

Croatia had the better of
the opening period against
the subdued hosts and vet-
eran Luka Modric netted his
25th international goal from
the penalty spot afier Vitinha
felled Mateo Kovacic

Real Madrid midfielder
Modric, 38, is hoping © fin-
ish on a high in what is likely
1o be the last major interna-
tional tournament of his ca-
reer.

Manchester City defender
Josko Gvardiol twice came
close, while Poro goalkeeper
Diogo Costa denied Andre]
Kramaric and Ante Budimir

. headed off targer.

Substitute Diogo Jota, on
at the break, pulled Pormigal
level early in the second half

Pakistani shooter prepares for F-Class
European Championship in London

LONDON: As the presti-
gious F-Class Imperial and
European Championship ap-
proaches, celebrated long-
range shooter Mohsin Nawaz
is in London, busy in rigor-
ous training to ensure peak
performance.

Scheduled to take place in

July, this championship rep- &

resents another milestone in
Mohsin Nawaz's outstanding
Long Range Shooting career.
His optimism and dedication
were evident during a recent
interaction with Geo News
where he expressed his high
hopes for the upcoming com-
petition.

Nawaz conveyed his con-
fidence and enthusiasm for
the Impenial Championship.
"l am training intensively
here in London, focusing on
every detail to ensure I per-
form at my best," he shared,
adding: “I am fully commit-
ted to excellence and my

strategy is in place, full of de-
termination to succeed.”

Nawaz is currently spon-
sored by two brands of Aus-
tria and South Africa. These
sponsorships provide him
with state-of-the-art equip-
ment and resources, further
enhancing his competitive
edge

Beyond the Imperial
Championship, Mohsin
Nawaz told Geo News he is
also gearing up for the Euro-
pean F-Class Long Range

Shooting Championship.

He said: “My track record
at this event is impressive,
having secured a silver medal
at 800 yards in the 2023 Eu-
ropean Championship, where
I equaled the European
record. The European Cham-
pionship holds a special
place for me, and I'm eager to
build on my past success.”

Alongside his team from

Range Pakistan
tion, Nawaz has
set his sights on the World

Long Range Shooting Cham-
pionship. "We have demon-
strated our capability in the
European  Championship.
With continued dedication
and hard work, [ believe the
Pakistani team can achieve
outstanding results on the
world stage," he asserted

Nawaz's  career is
adorned with significant
achievements. He first cap-
tured the spotlight in 2018
with a gold medal in the F-
Class Nationals at 600 me-
ters. This victory laid the
foundation for subsequent
successes, including a
bronze medal at the South
Africa Open Championship
at 900 yards.

At the 2022 Bisley
Championship, Nawaz
earned three gold medals
and two silver medals,
showcasing his skill and
consistency across varous
evenis.—Agency

Uganda bundle out for 39 as West
Indies win by 134 runs

West Indies won by a whop-
ping 134 runs  against
Uganda, their largest margin
of victory in terms of runs in
a T20 match, on Sunday at
the Grand Prairie Stadium in
Dallas.

Chasing & target of 174
runs, Uganda were bundled
out for only 39 runs, the
joint-lowest team total in the
men's T20 World Cup, in 12
avers. The Netherlands were
also dismissed for the same
score against Sri Lanka in
Chattogram in 2014,

Left-arm spinner Akeal
Hosein bowled a sensational

' spell as he claimed five wick-

ets for just 11 runs in four
overs. He also bagged the
award for Plaver of the
Match

"1 think I needed this. In
the nets and the previous se-
rigs, 1 felt the ball was com-
ing out good but T was just
not getting the rewards,” Ho-

sein said after the match

"I think it is a lot of hard
work. When vou get success,
guys are going to study you
and have a plan, You always
have to stay a step ahead, For
me, it is just about trying to
react to what the surface is
doing and planning it out
Even if the ball is going both

ways, you cannot do much il

wvou don't plan. So, it is about
planning the aover well. T am
happy 1o bowl wherever the

team needs me."

Hosein became the first
West Indies bowler 1o take a
five-wicket haul in a men's
T20 World Cup innings.

Alzarri Joseph  also
chipped in with two wickets
fior six runs in three overs

Only  tailender  Juma
Miyagi could get into double
figures for Uganda with 13
unbeaten runs in 20 balls

Earlier, West Indies won
the toss and decided w bat

first against Uganda. Batting
first, the Windies scored 173-
5 in their allotted 20 overs.

Johnson Charles  top-
scored with 44 runs in 42
balls with the help of four
fours and two sixes.

Andre Russell played a
quick cameo of 30 runs in 17
balls, which included six
fours,

Uganda captain  Brian
Masaba was the pick of the
bowlers with figures of 2-31
in four overs.

Windies, who were play-
ing their second match,
began their campaign with a
victory against Papua New
Giuinga (PNG) but it wasn't a
CONVINECING One,

Uganda, on the other
hand, lost by 123 runs against
Afghanistan but a spirited
performance in their next
match against PNG helped
them bag their first-ever T20
World Cup win. —Agency

Pedri brace helps Spain thrash
Northern Ireland before Euros

SPAIN:Pedri Gonzalez
struck twice for Spain as they
thumped Northem Treland 5-

1 in their final friendly ahead @8

of Eura 2024 on Saturday.
Alvaro Morata, Fabian

Ruiz and Mikel Oyarzabal

also netied for Luis de la
Fuente's side in Mallorca,
with wingers Nico Williams
and Lamine Yamal oozing
menace on the flanks.

Spain, in a Euros ‘group
of death’ with Italy, Croatia
and Albania, are aiming 1o
win the competition for the
fourth time

“I've worked hard to be in
good shape ar the end of the

season,” Pedri old Radio
Marca

The playmaker was out
injured for a large part of the
season but has hit top form in

the final weeks of the cam-

njuries are the worst
thing about foorball, now 1
am doi lot berrer," con-

tinued Pedri

"We'll go for (the
Euros), with the idea of
winning.”

Spain thrashed Andorra
5-0 in a friendly earlier in
the week before disman-
tling Northern Ireland.

The visitors surprised
Spain by taking the lead
through Dan Ballard, who
headed home a Caolan
Boyd-Munce free-kick after
JUST Two minutes

Isaac Price came
close 1o a second before
Spain recovered their
poise and rook complete
control —Agency

Cristiano Ronaldo hugs
Luka Modric after
Croatla beat Portugal

Former Real Madrid team-
mates Cristiano Ronaldo and
Luka Modric shared a mem-
orable moment after Croatia
defeated Portugal in a
friendly on Saturday. Sports
Brief reported

Modric, 38, expertly beat
goalkeeper Diogo Costa
from the spot, according to
Reuters.

Afler Diogo Jota and Nel-
son Semedo were introduced
as half-time substitutes, both
players crossed the ball for
an equaliser for Portugal in
the 48th minute.

The visitors secured the
victory in the 56th minute
when Ante Budimir headed
in a rebound after Mario
Pasalic's attempt had been
deflected onto the crosshar
by Costa

Ronaldo, 39,
been  benched in
game, reunited with his

former Real Madrid team-
mate Modric after the
match.

Real Madrid fans were
left swooning as the two
exchanged a heartwarm-
ing hug and some words.

The moment was cap-
tured in a video shared on
social media. The both
also interacted before the
match.

Ronaldo and Modric
became teammates when
the Croatia legend joined
Real Madrid from Totten-
ham Hotspur in 2012 and
they played 222 matches,
combining for 16 goals,
according to Sportskeeda.

Madric assisted
Ronalde's second goal in
the 2016-17 UEFA Cham-

pions League  final
against Juventus, a match
¢ they won  4-1 in

Cardiff —Agency

FIH Nations Cup: Pakistan
lose to New
Zealand in semi-final

Pakistan have been bundled
out with a 2-1 loss by New
7Ealaml in the FIH Nations
final in Gniezno,
Poland, on Saturday

From the beginning of the
match, New Fealand set the
tone of the match in their
favour when Kane Russell
threw the ball on a penalty
comer into the net just two
minutes into the game

The early lead brought
Pakistan under immense
pressure as New Zealand
were intent on playing up the
pressure. Soon, they pulled
off extending their lead when
Smith Jake succeeded in the
11th minute with a field goal

The setback shocked Pak-
istan as the 2-0 situation per-
sisted by the end of the first
quarter

Hiring the ground for the
next quarters, Pakistan made
all-out efforts 1o tum the
match in their favour. They

succeeded to an extent as

they managed 0 abort most
of the attempts by New
Zealand to boost their lead

The two teams continued
1o surmount the other but the
2-0 situation persisted in the
second and third guarters
However, the situation took a
different turn when Pakistan
upped the ante with Rana
Waheed managing to find the
back of the net with a field
goal in the 55th minute

The hopes of a potential
equaliser sparked the at-
tempts by Pakistan however
in vain

Now, Pakistan will clash
with South Africa today
with their eyes set on third
place.

Meantime, France
clinched a narrow 2-1 vie-
tory in the other semi-final
against South Africa. South
Africa's Nruli Ngobile led
the goal race by scoring the
first one in the 16th
minute —Agency

bur Budimir soon restored
Croatia's advantage with a
header after Mario Pasalic hit
the crosshar

Portugal upped  their
game with Rafael Leao and
Joao Cancelo creating dan-
ger in search of a leveller
but the wvisitors held on for
a second friendly victory
after beating Narth Mace-
donia

"It's a great victory, it
will give us confidence for
the Euros," Modric told
Nova TV.—Agency

Face of the Day

Name: Sufiyan
Location:
About me: | love Pakistan Cricket again!

ikander
Karachi

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids™ Corner section at regionaltimes 10@gmail.com
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Jon Cryer reveals shocking
truth about his & Demi
Moore's relationship during
their 1980s Romance!

Jon Cryer revealed that he
was  unaware of Demi
Moore's battle with drug ad-
diction during their brief ro-
mance in the 1980:
actor discussed their rel
ship, which took plac
filming the 1984 movi
Small Affair,” in an interview
with PEOPLE. "We dated for
a short time while we were
working on ™o Small Affair,
but I guess our particular af-
fair was, in fact, pretty
small,” Cryer said. “She was
already struggling with a
drug problem. One that T was
bligsfully unaware of until a

*ks before the

2019 memaoir,
where she me:
ing rehab at the request of

The Times,
- sought treatment again in
ile 2012 for trauma

“St. Elmo’s Fire" director
Joel  Schumacher  before
filming began in 1985, Ac-
cording to The New York
she relapsed and

codepen-
dency, and substance abuse.

In Andrew McCarthy's
upcoming Hulu documen-
tary, "Brats,” Moore's issues
with addiction during the
filming of "St. EImo’s Fire”
are further explored. PEO-
PLE reported that Moore re-
called the rehab staff ques-
tioning her 'pI'IUT\tILb during
treatment. said,
“What's more important
to you, the movie or your
life?” And 1 said, "The
movie! What are you
talking about?” 1 didn’t

- have any value for my-

self,” she said

Braunwyn Windham—Burke reveals her
journey with risky weight loss pills

Braunwyn  Windham-
Burke has been taking a fa-
mous medication, rnainl],'
prescribed for Type 2 dia-
betes, to trim hcr wanl

The Real H

il
to Us Weekly how their
lifestyle has changed since
then.

“She would make din-
ner every night when we

Orange County alum has
confessed to experiementing
with Ozempic ever since she
moved to Nashville last vear
with her partner, Jen Spinner.

The former reality and her
fiancee on Saturday revealed

s of first got her because
1 don’t cook or really do
anything,” Spinner, 38,

quipped, to which Burke
playfully replied, “T don’t
want to cook because 1
can’t eat! Feed yourself!”

Burke, 46, also ex-

plained what compelled
her to take the risky ap-
proach  to  slimming
down.

“The food is different
There’s Loveless Cafe
and biscuits and fried
chicken. I'm not a person
with a lot of self-con-
trol,” she upldlmd el
gained 20 pounds.”™

HONJ stars
Simpson,

Emily
Jennifer

Fessler, Margaret Josephs
and Dolores Cantina and
Real Housewives of Salt
Lake City's Heather Gay
have also admitted to
using Ozempic for weight
loss.

Melissa Gorga is the
“only one' on the RHONJ
cast who does not take
the diabetes meds, as per
her recent chat with
Sherri Shepherd
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Murad Emphasizes Public-Private
Partnerships At Naya

Nazimabad Event

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHL: Sindh  Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali

Shah, speaking in a light- §

hearted manner at Naya Naz-
imabad. equipped that Pak-
istan's cricket team lost their
match against America be-
cause the country was busy
with IMF negotiations. He
confidently added that the
team would definitely defeat
India in their upcoming

match.

CM Shah made these re-
marks at the inauguration
ceremony of Naya Naz-
imabad Gymkhana, Jamia
Masjid, and the Naya Naz-
imabad flyover, where he
was invited by Arif Habib,
the head of the Naya Naz-
imabad project. The event
was attended by parliamen-
tarians, businessmen,
bankers, and industriali

Coal Development, the
Ghotki-Kandhkot Bridge. the
Hyderabad-Mirpurkhas
Road. the I fulkatiar
Bridge on the River Indus,
and the Karachi-Thatta Dual
Carriageway.

Shah reiterated his gov-
emment's commitment to
high-guality living standards,
including amenities  for
health, sports, and entertain-
ment, He emphasized the im-

Addressing the Pakistan-
India match in the T-Z{
World Cup, Shah humor-
ously noted that the team de-
liberately lost to America due
to ongoing IMF talks but
would "give a tough time to
India "™

Discussing the Public-Pri-
vate Partnership (PPP) proj-
ect, Murad Shah highlighted
the Sindh government's suc-
cess in providing better infra-
structure solutions through
such collaborations. He men-
tioned i ionally ac-

portance of strategic collabo-
rations with the private sector
to achieve these goals

He announced that, fol-
lowing Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari's instructions,
the provincial government
has begun constructing 2.1
million houses for flood-af-
fected people. With 135
houses built daily, 100,000
have been completed. an
work on 800,000 houses is
ongoing. The transparency in
this initiative has led to pub-

i

claimed projects like Thar

d emment is ready to support

s brighter future for Karachi

ing confidence in the Sindl
government ]

Praising the development I
of Naya Nazimabad, Shal
noted its contribution to |
urban regeneration, social y
upliftment, and the province’s g
economic  well-being. He
stressed the significance ofl
public-private parmerships i 1
fostering such impactful
projects. !

Murad Shah also men-1

Cites Security Threat

tioned the engoing construc- ! Jerusalem: A ban on Al
tion of Youth Centers in ¥ Jazeera's operations in Isracl
every district, with 23 centers | was extended for another 45
10 be completed this year, of- ¥ days by Israel's telecoms reg-
fering facilities similar to B ulator on Sunday after the
those of a Gymkhana. abinet agreed its broadcasts
He emphasized the role of § posed a threat to security.

public-private parmerships in |

sustainable  development.
combining govemment over
sight with private sector in

tions in Israel, imposed by
he government on national
1 ecurity  grounds, which
infrastructures, improved | ended on Saturday.
services, and dynamic com-'  Ina separate ruling on a
jon by Al Jazeera against
the closure, 1srael's Supreme
1 Court described the measure
against the Qatari-backed
broadeaster  channel  as
precedent-setting”.
It gave Israel's govem-
nent until Aug. 8 to offer ar-

importance of transparen
project management, i
volving all stakeholder
and maintaining clear com:
munication to ensure ¢ffi
cient and high-quali

s

35- the ban was dispropertion-
- ate,

guments for "why it should
not be determined that the
Law Preventing a Foreign
Broadcaster from Harming
National Security” is void
Al Jazeera had told the
court it did not incite vio-
lence or terrorism and that

court  documents
showed. The channel,
which has criticised Is-
rael's military operations
in Gaza, was not immedi-
ately available for com-
ment

The network's broad-
casts on the cable and
satellite companies and ac-
cess 1o its websites will re-
main  blocked, Isracl's
Communications Ministry
said — Agency

project completion. He as
sured that the Sindh gov

similar initiatives, urging
the private sector to IUbICIl
such partnerships for a

and Sindh

FIA Issues Warning Regarding
Escalating Online Fraudulent Activity

KARACHI: The Federal In-
vestigation Agency (F1A) has
issued a public service an-
nouncement 1o alert the pub-
lic about a recent increase in
online fraudulent activity
Unauthorized individuals are
impersonating FLA officers
and circulating fabricated no-
tices through various elec-
tronic c(\mmumcaliun chan-
nels, including  email,
WhatsApp, and other social
media platforms.

These deceptive notices
falsely accuse recipients of
criminal activity and often
employ scare tactics, such as
threatening legal action or
demanding immediate finan-
cial compensation. In some
INSIANCes, SCAmMmers may at-
tempt to elicit sensitive per-
sonal information under the
pretense of verification or
compliance procedures

The FIA emphasizes

that it operates with the ut-
most professionalism and
adheres to strict protocols
in its communication prac-
tices. All official communi-
cation is initiated only after
a thorough investigation
and includes a clearly iden-
tified case number. Impor-
tantly, the FIA will never
request sensitive informa-
tion, such as banking de-
tails, via notices or phone

three-time  mayor  of
Rio de Janeiro was
ght joining an online
I meeting on Wednesday while
1 sitting on the toilet, as per a
I report in the Independent
sar Maia, the former
ayor of the city hall in Rio
1 de Janeiro, had logged in for
If you receive a suspi- g his Zoom conference with
cious notice claiming t ther council members.
be from the FIA, exercise j However, the politician
caution. Do not engage g quickly realised his error
with the sender or provide ¢ after the ather participants of
any personal information. | the meeting noticed that he
To verify the legitimacy _had his trousers around his
of such communication, _ankles. Mr Maia then hur-
please contact the FIAVriedly grabbed his device to
helpline at 1991 or visitl show his face
the nearest FIA of-1  Videos going viral on so-
fice.—RT/Agency bcial media show Pablo
1 Mello, the councillor leading

Customs Agents Call For Urgent
Clearance Of Thousands Of Stuck
Containers At Karachi Port ]

KARACHI: Khurram Ejaz,
former president of the
Karachi Customs Agents As-
sociation, has sharply criti-
cized port authorities for
their lack of preparation in
clearing the backlog of con-
tainers at Karachi Port In a
statement, Ejaz highlighred
that the arrival of the world's
largest ship, a historic event
for the port, was marred by
administrative failures, lead-
ing to a significant delay in
container clearance

Ejaz remarked, “The
docking of such a massive
ship was known well in ad-
vance, yet no effective meas-
ures were taken to ensure the
timely processing of the
cargn. As a result, thousands
of containers are now stuck
causing substantial financial
strain on importers who are
incurring hefty detention and

demurrage charges.”

He criticized the Karachi
Port administration’s lack of
readiness, stating, “Had there
been adequate preparations
for the prompt clearance of
these containers, the situation

at Karachi Port would be
wvastly different Over a week
has passed, and vet, the con-
tainers remain unexamined.”

1 the session, surprised by the
§ incident. He then asked the
j former mayor o turn his
y camera off. Notably, the live
§ session was about a bill 1o
pdesignate Miranie  da

i Brazilian Politician Mistakenly
Joins Online Meeting While
Sitting On Toilet

Rocinha as a cultural her-
itage site

Later, Mr Maia's office is-
sued a statement and ren-
dered an apology. According
to his press office, the 78-
year-old "suddenly felt un-
well”™ and this "damaged his
perception of the camera,” as
per a Sky News report.

However, this is not the
first time such an incident
has occurred. In December
2023, Indian-American en-
trepreneur and Republican
leader Vivek Ramaswamy
was caught in an embar-
rassing moment during a
live X Spaces chat with
SpaceX and Tesla Chief
Elon Musk, US conspiracy
theorist Alex Jones and
several others. The chat had
around 2.3 million listeners

tuned in.
Listen to the larest
s0ngs, only on

JioSaavn.com— Agency

Ejaz also directed criti
cism at the Minister of Port
and Shipping, noting tha
while the arrival of such a
significant vessel is a norabl
achiesvement, it require
meticulous  planning  and I
stringent regulation to man.
age the increased volume ef-
ficiently. He called

tioning of port opermions‘:
emphasizing that the trade g
community and consumers,
already grappling with infla
tion, should not bear the
brunt of administrative over.

ping to not only launch ¥ Seoul South Korea resumed
promising projects but also I loudspeaker broadcasts di-
to enforce stringent meas- I rected at North Korea on
ures where necessary to | Sunday, its military said, fol-
prevent such disruptions in J lowing through on a warning
the future —RT § demanding Pyongyang stop
ending balloons carrying

Omar Iftikhar's New Book
"Player AI'"' Launched

Karachi: Muhammad Omar
Iftikhar’s latest book, and his
second work of science fic-
tion, Player Al has been re-
leased. The novelette, pub-
lished by Daastan Publishing,
uniquely intertwines cricket
and technology, set against
the backdrop of the T20
Cricket World Cup. The story
beging when the captain of
the Pakistan cricket team
falls il just months before
the tournament. In response,
the Pakistan Cricket Alliance
(PCA) introduces "Player
AL" an android replica de-
signed to emulate the cap-
fain's every move. The narra-
five explores themes of
artificial intelligence, con-
sciousness, identity, the
ethics of technology, and
human-machine interaction

Commenting on the book,
Syed Ommer Amer, Founder
and CEO of Daastan Publish-
ing, said, "We take pride in

bringing unigue voices like
Player Al to mainstream
media through our platform.
It is high time that the Pak-
istani industry moves beyvond

§ trash into the South.
1 The decision to resume
I he broadcasts, as a form of
psychological warfare, was
made after North Korea
! began launching on Saturday
¥ about 330 balloons with trash
cliche themes of marriage ¥ attached, with about %0 of
and divorce to explore new ! them dropping over the bor-
wenres in storytelling, Omar's 1 der, South Korea's military
four books, published with I said.
us, are a testament to this. 11 "The measures we will
ake may be unbearable for
¢ will interact with this j the North Korean regime but
masterpiece that combines j they will send a message of
cricket and AL" Mariam An ope and light to the North's
Editor-in-Chief of Daastan ) troops and its people,
Publishing, added, "Muham ea's National Security
mad Omar Iftikhar has bl \ ouncil said
liantly introduced Al mml South Korea had wamed
cricket in his latest book, - the North it would take retal-
Player Al It's a unique, @ iatory measures which could
fast-paced novelette and a ¥ include propaganda broad-
real page-turner. It's re- ¥ casts from huge loudspeakers
freshing to see Pakistani au- ¥ set up at the border.
thors develop unigue ideas. The broadeasts  were
and Omar is at the forefront I made Sunday afternoon and
of this trend. Player Al i hiether more will tollow de-
perfect for kids and adults | pends on how North Kore;
who share a love of | responds, South Korea's
cricket,"—RT § itary said

South Korea Resumes
1 Loudspeaker Broadcasts
i After North's Trash

Balloons

from Makkah before Hajj

Saudi Arabia announced Sat-
urday that security forces had
removed hundreds of thou-
sands of unauthorised pil-
grims from Makkah before
the upcoming annual Hajj
pilgrimage.

Saudi officials have re-
vealed that managing the
crowd during Hajj. which is
one of the five pillars of
Islam, is a significant con-
cern as it drew more than 1.8
million Muslims last year,
AFP reported.

Those turned away in re-

cent days from the holy city,
home to the Grand Mosque
and the Kaaba, include
153,998 foreigners who trav-
elled from abroad on tourist
visas rather than the required
Hajj visas, the official Saudi
Press Agency said.

In addition. Saudi author-
ities have rounded up
171,587 others who are
based in Saudi Arabia but are
not residents of Makkah and
did not have Hajj permits,

PA said.
The Hajj, which begins

on June 14, must be under-
taken at least once by all
Muslims with the means and
it involves a series of rituals
completed over at least four
days in Makkah and its sur-
roundings in the west of
Saudi Arabia

Many seek to complete
the rites through unofficial
channels as obtaining the
formal permits and travel
packages can be extremely
costly, with limited quotas
for pilgrims from each coun-
try.— Agency

This US Man Has Donated
Over 110 Litres Blood,
Calls It "Multitasking"

A man from Long Island in
the United States has donated
around 29 gallons of blood
(approximately 110 litres) in
49 years, Henry BickofT,
aged 68, started the noble
deed in 1975, His blood has
helped 6%3 people, according
to the New York Blood Cen-
ter.

He has donated the equiv-
alent of 870 single-serve ice
cream scoops, 310 Coke o
or almost six-gallon of
water cooler bottles
been doing it for a wh
told the New York Post "It's
something I've committed to,
and it's actually nice to get a
little bit of recognition for it."
he added.

The eye care professional
made his first donation when
he was in college. "Every-
body was doing it. It was a

save-the-world kind of situa-
tion of do something good
for everybody," Mr Bickoff
said. However, he recalled
his first experience and said
that he was “very dizzy" after
the donation since he was not
hydrated, fed or rested. How-
did not stop him from
continuing to do it.

The optometrist contin-
ved, "This may sound silly
but T consider it my main
act of charity, Tt's some-

thing I can do and it doesn't
take a lot of time. I con-
sider it multitasking - mak-
ing blood cells while I'm

ing everything else in my
life. And it's just that hous
every two months to go
down to the blood center
and donate." Mr Bickoff
has a B-negative blood type
and is in high demand.
Until the previous five or
ten years, he donated every
56 days. Howew ith age
he tries to "stretch it out a
little bit.”

New York Blood Cen-
ter's Senior Vice President
Andrea  Cefarelli  said,
"Less than 1/2 a percent of
the donor base have do-
nated 20 gallons or more.
The average person donates
a couple of times in their
lifetime. — Agency

Ahmadinejad disqualified from
presidential election as Iran approves 6

DUBAIL Iran's Guardian
Council, which oversees
elections and legislation, dis-
qualified Mahmoud
madinejad and issued names
of approved six candidates to

run for president in snap §

elections 1o be held later this
month after the death of Pres-
ident Ebrahim Raisi in a hel-
icopter crash, Iranian media
reported Sunday.

On the list are Moham-
mad Bager Qalibaf, Iran's
hardline parliament speaker
and former Revolutionary
Guards commander, Saced
Jalili, a conservative, who
was former chief nuclear ne-
gotiator and ran Supreme
Leader  Ayatollah Al
Khamenei's office for four
years and Tehran's conserva-
tive mayor Alireza Zakani,

Ah- §

candidates

media reported

The list, announced on
state TV by the Election Of-
fice spokesperson, also in-
cludes Masoud Pezeshkian, a
reformist lawmaker, Mostafa
Pourmohammadi, a hardliner
and a former interior minis-
ter, and Amir-Hossein Ghaz-
izadeh Hashemi a conserva-
tive politician.

"With the announcement

of the final list of candidates,
their electoral activities start
officially,” state TV said

The election is due to 1ake
place on June 28,

The Council disqualified
hardline former president
Mahmoud Ahmadingjad and
former parliamentary speaker
Ali Larijani, a prominent
conservative, state media
said.— Agency

The South Korean mili-
tary said later on Sunday that
more balloons had been
launched by the North and
could fly into the South
warning residents to not
touch any objects they find
attached to balloons. It gave
no other details.

Pyongyang started send-
ing balloons carrying trash
and manure across the border
in May and has said the
move was in retaliation for
anti-North leaflets flown by
South Korean activists as
part of a propaganda cam-

, it said it
would temporarily halt
sending the balloons be-
cause 15 tons of trash it
sent was probably enough
to get the message across.
However, it vowed to re-
sume if leaflets are again
flown from the South by
sending a hundred times the
amount. A group of South
Korean activists defied the
warning and haw nee
flown more balloons to the
North with leaflets criticis-
ing its leader Kim Jong Un
together with USB sticks
containing K-pop videos
and dramas, and U.S. dollar

notes,— Agency

Karachi's Child Beggars Painted In
Silver And Gold Face Deadly Health
Risks, But Does Anyone Care?

from their misery

What most people, in-
cluding our indifferent au-
thorities, fail to grasp are the
severe health risks these chil-

| dren face. The paints used are

often cheap, highly toxic, and
not intended for prolonged

| skin contact, especially in the
8 scorching summer heat of

Karachi. Exposure to these
substances can lead to a myr-

| iad of health issues including

§ severe skin imritation, chemi-

By
On the bustling streets of
Karachi, a disturbing new
trend has emerged among the
city's many child beggars:
young children are being
completely coated in silver
and gold paint. This practice,
devised by unscrupulous
handlers, aims to elicit more
sympathy—and thus more
money—ifrom  passersby.
However, behind this glitter-
ing facade lies a dark and
dangerous reality.

Children as young as five
are subjected to being en-
firely painted in metallic col-
ors, transforming them into
living statues. This tactic, de-
signed to tug at the heart-
strings of the public, exploits
the natural compassion peo-
ple feel for these young, vul-
nerable souls, Yet, the grim
truth is that these children are
pawns in a much larger,
deeply ingrained begging
malia that profits immensely

Muzna Abbasi

cal burns, respiratory prob-
lems from inhaling fumes,
and potential long-term dam-
age to vital organs such as
the liver and kidneys.

Medical experts warmn that
the practice of covering chil-
dren in paint prevents their
skin from breathing, exacer-
bating the risk of heat ex-
haustion and other heat-re-
lated illnesses. Despite the
intense heat and the evident
dangers, it is nothing short of
a miracle that no child has
yet succumbed to these haz-
ardous conditions.

The plight of these chil-
dren is compounded by the
systemic failures of the au-
thorities to enforce existing
laws. The anti-vagrancy law
of 1958 and subsequent child
protection acts are clear in
their provisions to protect
these children, yet enforce-
ment remains sporadic and
ineffective. Efforts by the
Sindh government to ban
beggary and  rehabilitate
child beggars have seen little
success. The powerful mafia
behind the begging opera-
tions often ensures that ar-
rested children are quickly
released and returned to the

streets, perpetuating  the
cycle of exploitation

The societal and psycho-
logical impact on these chil-
dren is profound. Studies in-
dicate that child beggars
often develop severe mental
health issues, including infe-
riority complexes, lack of
self-confidence, and social
withdrawal. Many fall into
drug addiction and remain
trapped in a cycle of poverty
and abuse, their future
prospects bleak.

The onus is on the gov-
emment to dismantle the
begging mafia and provide
meaningful support to these
children and their families.
This includes offering educa-
tional opportunities, health-
care, and rehabilitation serv-
ices to break the cycle of
exploitation. Equally impor-
tant is raising public aware-
ness about the true nature of
street begging and the dan-
gers of giving money di-
rectly to child beggars. In-
stead, support should be
directed towards credible or-
wanizations working to res-
cue and rehabilitate these
children.

So while the sight of a
child beggar painted in silver
or gold may stir a moment of
pity and a charitable im-
pulse, it is crucial to recog-
nize the underlying abuse
and exploitation. The solu-
tion lies not in temporary
alms but in systemic change
and unwavening enforcement
of child protection laws.
Only then can Karachi's
youngest and most vulnera-
ble citizens hope for a
brighter, healthier future
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}‘.Ad\«ocate Ali Palh along with other
addressing a press conference, at the Solid Waste Management

Media Employee Robbed At
Gunpoint By Three Armed
Men Near Sindh Assembly

KARACHI: An employee of
Geo News (Digital) was
robbed by
snatchers on Sunday moming
near the Sindh Assembly.

The employvee, Sharjeel

Ahmed Khan, who works as
a social media executive at
Geo News, was travelling to
office from Liaquatabad to T1
Chundrigar Road when he
was held at gunpoint by three
armed men.
e suspects snatched the
vigtim's mobile phone, bag,
money as well as his T0cc
motoreycle and fled. Shar-
jeel told Geo News that he
contacted the police soon
after the incident.

However, the law en-
forcement officials, instead
of reaching at the spot and
helping him, told the victim
that a report has been filed
over the phone

They also advised him to

three  armed |

file a report at Aram Bagh
Police Station. Sharjee] said
that he left for the station as
s00n as possible.

The victim then reported
the incident and said that the
police assured him that they
would take action after get-
ting the CCTV footage on
Monday.

Later, a first information
report (FIR) of the incident
was lodged at Aram Bagh

Police Station on the com-
plaint of Sharjeel

Karachi has seen a spree
of street crimes, with top of=
ficials assuring the public re-
peatedly that they would take
action to control the menace
— but to no avail.

More than 70 people have
so far lost their lives in
snatching incidents so far in
the city during the ongoing
year—RT/Agency

Tessori Announces
Cell To Monitor
Street Crime Killings

KARACHI: Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Khan Tessori
announced to establish a
cell to follow up on the
cases of those who have
been killed upon resisting
robbery in Karachi during
the past year.

The governor visited
the residence of Irteqa
Moeen, a 27-vear-old
highly qualified man who
was gunned down for re-
sisting robbery in Karachi,
to offer condolences to the
bereaved family.

Kamran Khan Tessori
assured the parents of the
deceased that he would
personally look into the
case and ensure that the
culprits are brought ro jus-
tice

Later, while talking to
the media, he said that a
special cell would be
formed at the Governor's
House to follow up the
cases of those who fell
prey to street crimes in the
city

He said that all street
crime cases from the past
year will be investigated at
special cell at the Gover-
nar’s House. The governor
said that the public should
be informed how many

people were murdered
upon resisting robbery,
how many arrests were
made, and how many ac-
cused were convicted
Earlier in the day, the
prime suspects in the mur-
der case of Ineqa Moeen,
27-year-old gold medalist
mechanical engineer and
Hafiz-e-Quran in Gul-
shan-e-Igbal on June 1,
were arrested from Quetta
The sources said that
the CLA arrested the sus-
pects who had fled to
Balochistan  after the
killing and their criminal
record of the arrested sus-
pects is being obtained.
Senior Superintendent
of Police (SSP) Adil

Chandio said that impor-
tant evidence has been
found in the murder case.
The S5P said that the sus-
pects are rrained and their
group has been traced.
According to the po-
lice, the arrested suspects
are involved in car and
motorcycle  theft  in
Karachi. The suspects sel
stolen vehicles and motor-
cycles from Karachi in
Balochistan

The Special Investiga-
tion Unit (S1U) team is
still in Quetta to further
investigate the matter
while the arrested sus-
pects are likely to be
transferred to
Karachi —RT/Agency

Karachi Security Guard
Arrested For
Killing Scavenger Boy

KARACHI: The local po-
lice of Karachi claimed
to have arrested the secu-
rity guard who opened
fire and killed the scav-
enger boy in the North
Karachi area, media re-
ported on Sunday.

The private company
security guard opened
fire and injured a young
scavenger boy who later
succumbed to his injuries
in the hospital on Friday.

Meanwhile, after the
shooting incident, the se-
curity guard managed to
flee from the scene

However, the police
claimed to have arrested
the security guard after
lodging the FIR on the
complaint of the 16-year-
old Abdul Samad’s father
in Sir Syed police sta-
tion.

According to police
officials, the arrested se-
curity guard — Ramzan —

is an employee of a pri-
vate security company,
while the guard’s super-
vigor is already in police

custody.
Earlier, another
tragic incident was

reported, where a se-
curity guard gunned
down a scavenger
boy in Karachi.

As per the initial
reports, the incident

occurred after a dis-
pute between the boy
and the private secu-

rity guard, identified
as Ramzan, in the
North Karachi area
During the heated
argument, the guard
fired a shot, hitting the
child in the stomach,
and fled from the scene
along with the

Former Smdh Governor Muhammad Zubair
Qults PML—N

KARACHI: Former Sindh
governor Muhammad Zubair
on Sunday announced to quit

|| the Pakistan Muslim League-

MNawaz (PML-N) over some
“reservations”.

Speaking to Geo News,
Zubair, who did not disclose
what issues exactly led to his

A8 | departure, said he would take

decision about his future pol-
itics in consultation with his
"friends"

Zubair joins a list of top
leaders who recently parted
ways with the ruling party,
including former prime min-
ister Shahid Khagan Abbasi
and ex-finance minister Mif-
tah Ismail

The politician has been
critical of the incumbent gov-
emment, which was formed
after the February § elec-
tions, and also recently said
he was in the party "like Ab-
", hinting at his displeas-
ure with the leadership.

When former Rawalpindi
Division Commissioner Li-
aquat Ali Chatha made alle-
wations that the election re-
sults  were  manipulated,
Zubair had said that the
PML-N should "publicly ac-
cept defeat™ and allow the
country to move on. How-
ever, Chatha backtracked on
his claims.

While it is unclear
whether he will join a politi-

cal party or not, Abbasi had
on April 8 approached the
Election Commussi

istan for registration of anew
political party.

Ismail is also supporting
the formation of a new party
of individuals  having
“proven integrity and compe-
tence”

Talking to Geo News,
Zubair said he stood by "
Nawaz's stance of resistance,
while Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif’s job was to back
a reconciliatory stance.
Announcing to continue
national politics, he said he
has not yet decided which
party he would join.

t°s clear that T will {con-
tinue 10} do politics, but 1
haven’t decided from what
plalforrrl or parr}' I will do
politics,”

On \\rh\ h\. qun the PML-
N, he said he had no dis-

agreements with Nawaz.
“Obviously, he made me his
spokesman, gave me space
and prominent posts in poli-
tics,” he said Zubair said he
agreed to the PML-N's poli-
tics which banked on the
Masses.

However, after the no-
trust vote against former
plime minister Imran Khan,

"we saw that the party had
quit the principled politics”,
he said

He said after the PML-
N's coming into power fol-
Iowing Imran's removal as
the prime mlma er, those 16
months were "so bad that
when the time of elections
came in 2024, no party leader
even once mentioned what
they delivered in their rule of
16 months".

On the party’s differing
narratives, he said when the
PTI was in power, the PML-

1 narrative which stated *

N had two narratives — one
was a resisting and the other
one a reconciliatory narra-
tive:

Nawaz and his daughter
Maryam carried the resisting

spect the ballot”, while She-
hbaz carried the reconcilia-
tory narrative that
encompassed “coming into
power by hook or by crook”™.

“1 stood by the resisting
narrative, but since we had 1o
defend the party so we would
say that there was no differ-
ence in both the stances. Def-
initely, there was a huge dif-
ference,” he said.

Zubair's brief profile

Zubair, who was a promi-
nent leader of the PML-N
was sworn in as the Sindh
governor on February 2
2017. He served in the post
for more than one year till
August 2018,

He is an IBA graduate and
proved his mettle in the pro-
fessional sector, where he
spent 26 vears with 1IBM
From 1981 to 2007, working

in various capacities in
Rome, Milan, Paris and
Dubai.

In 1998, he was appointed
Chief  Financial ~Officer
(CFQ) for IBM Pakistan and
was later elevated to CFO of
IBM Middle East/Africa re-
gion in 2004,

After joining PML-N, he
was part of the party's Tax
Reforms Media Committee
between 2012-2013, and in
July 2013, he was appointed
Chairman of the Board of In-

“re- vestment, where he served

until December of that year

He was then appointed as
Chairman of the Privatisation
Commission in 2013 and he
served until 2017. He has
also served as the spokesper-
son of PML-N President
Nawaz Sharif and Senior
Vice President Maryam
Nawaz

Zubair is the son of Gen-
eral (retd) Ghulam Umar and
also the elder brother of for-
mer Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
leader Asad Umar.

He holds a master's de-
gree in business adminis-
tration from Karachi's
renowned Institute of Busi-
ness Administration.
Zubair has also served as
one of the Board of Direc-
tors in 1980 in the capacity
of student representative
and also taught Financial
Management from 1981-

86

=

M Zubair served as
chairman of the Board of
Investment from July to
December 2013, before
holding the position of chair-
man of the Privatisation Com-
mission—RT/Agency

NIMA And Bahria University
Karachi Jointly Commemorate
World Oceans Day

KARACHI: The National In-
stitute of Maritime AfTairs
(NIMA) and Bahria Univer-
sity Karachi jointly hosted an
inclusive seminar themed
“Awaken New Depths” to
celebrate World Oceans Day
The event aimed to highlight
the importance of the ocean
and promote sustainable in-
teraction with marine ecosys-
tems. The seminar com-
menced with a welcome
speech by President NIMA,
Vice Admiral (Retd) Ahmed
Saeed HI (M). He empha-
sized the critical role of the
sea for Karachi, noting that
mere statistics are insuffi-
cient to drive change. “We
need o mobilize communi-
ties and ignite a deeper con-
nection with nature 1o protect
Earth’s vital ecosystems for
the benefit of humanity, ma-
rine life, and our national
economy,” he stated. The
event brought rogether key
stakeholders from various
maritime sectors, including
government  officials, the
maritime community, acade-

mia, industries, and students
Distinguished experts from
the National Institute of
Oceanography. United Na-

tions FAQ, Pakistan Mar-

itime Security Agency, Ma-

rine Conservation Pakistan

and other organizations ad-
dressed the critical chal-
lenges and pathways for sus-
tainable marine resource
utilization. International ex-
pert Dr. Paul Liu, Director
from North Carolina State
University, USA, provided
wvaluable insights into ocean
conservation and the associ-

ated challenges and opportu-

nities. Engaging activities for
students were also a high-
light of the event. Hundreds
of students participated in a
“pledge wall™ initiat
showcasing their commit-
ment 1o ocean preservation
Additionally, an online essay
competition was held, with
prizes distributed by the
Giuest of Honor, Vice Chan-
cellor of Lasbela University
of Agriculture, Water and
Marine  Sciences  (LU-
AWMS), Professor Dr. Dost
Muhammad Baloch. Mayor
Karachi, Barrister Murtaza-
‘Wahab Siddiqui, graced the
occasion as the chief guest.
In his closing address, he em-
phasized the social responsi-
bility of individuals in com-
bating sea pollution and
preserving the environment
He highlighted the need for
better povernance and en-
forcement mechanisms de-
spite Pakistan having multi-
layered policies He assured
that his department would
welcome collaborations aimed
at eradicating pollution and
CONserving ocean resources
The event concluded with the
Chief Guest distributing sou-
venirs to the guest speakers
and the Guest of Honor. Presi-
dent National Institute of Mar-
itime Affairs (NIMA), Vice
Admiral (Retd) Ahmed Saeed,
presented a souvenir to the
Chief Guest, Mayor Murtaza
Wahab Siddiqui, in apprecia-
tion of his participation and
support. On the occasion, the
President of the Aquaculture
Farmers' Association Syed
Daim Shah and other guests
were also present in a large
number.—RT

Foreign Experts Visit
Pakistan’s Major Airports

For E-Gate

KARACHI: France's experts
on Sunday visited Karachi,
Islamabad and Lahore air-
ports ahead of installation of
lectronic gates (E-gates),
media reported
As per details, Aviation
Division and Pakistan Civil
Aviation Authority (PCAA)
officials briefed the foreign
experts about the installation
of the e-gates at Karachi, Is-
lamabad and Lahore airports.
The installation of E-
wates will eliminate the has-
sle of the travelers as they
don’t need to wait in que to
et boarding pass and can

weapon —RT/Agency

obtain their boarding cards

Installation

through the E-gate by scan-
ning their passport and ticket.

The sources within CAA
(Civil Aviation Authority)
mentioned that the E-gate
uses the data embedded in
the Passport’s biometric chip.

This new technology
will provide international
travel convenience o pas-
sengers

Under this system, pas-
sengers undergo biometric
authentication through fa-
cial, fingerprint, iris recog-
nition or overall procedures,
after which the gate will au-
tomatically open for the

passenger —RT/Agency

Tessori Announces Cash
Prize For National Team

KARACHI: During the on-
going match between the
arch-rivals Pakistan and
India, Govenor Sindh Kam-
ran Tessori announced a huge
prize money if the national

team wins agamst India
today, media reported on
Sunday

Backing the green shirts,
Governor Sindh has an-
nounced a reward of Rs 10
million for the national team
players if they emerge victo-
rious against India in the on-
going T20 World Cup 2024

Speaking to ARY Mews,
he expressed his excitement
and unwavering support for
the team, emphasizing that
their hard work, determina-
tion, and sportsmanship are
what truly matter on the field
against India

The Governor adorned
himself in the Pakistani
team’s kit, including a cricket
helmet, pads, and shirt,
joining cricket enthusi to
watch the thrilling match
against their arch-rivals.

"

With a big screen set up at
the Governor's House, the at-
mosphere is charged with an-
ticipation as everyone rallies
behind the national team,
hoping for a remarkable per-
formance —RT/Agency

CTD Busts Gang Involved In
Looting Bank Customers

KARACHIL: The Counter-
Terrorism Department (CTD)
of Sindh police has arrested
the mastermind of a gang thar
was robbing citizens coming
out of banks with cash in
Karachi.

According to details, in
an operation by the CTD In-

ligence Wing, a suspect
named Asad ‘;auad was ar-
rested. It has been reported
that he used to rob citizens
who were leaving banks with
cash

According 10 the CTD
spokesperson, the suspect
Asad Sajjad informed his ac-
complices about a citizen
who was leaving a bank with
cash. Acting on this tip-off,
the accomplices tried to rob

Q

the citizen in DHA area, but
the police arrived ar the scene
during the robbery, and one
of the suspects was killed in
the encounter

A few months ago, the
suspect was also arrested by
the CTD on charges of rob-
bing a courier van, and he
was recently released on bail
from jail. Upon his release,

he formed a new gang and
started committing crimes
again

The CTD stated thar fur-
ther investigation is ongoing
regarding Asad Sajjad’s other
accomplices. It was also
mentioned that his arrest
was made possible with
the help of CCTV
footage —RT/Agency

Punjab Police Arrest Murder Suspect
In Targeted Karachi Operation

KARACHL: In a joint oper-

ation with Gulshan Igbal
Police, Punjab Police suc-
cessfully arrested a fugitive
suspect wanted for the mur-
der of Nasir — a resident of
Baghbanpura, media re-
ported on Saturday.

SSP East, Farrukh Raza
stated that the suspect,
identified as Waseem, had
been evading capture for
the past 15 months, hiding
in the Madhu Goth area of
Karachi

SSP East, Farrukh Raza,

confirmed that along with
Waseem, the victim's wife,
Farah, was also arrested

Waseem is accused of
shooting the five times, re-
sulting in his death. Fol-
lowing  the  murder.
‘Waseem fled to Rawalpindi
with Farah, where they
stayed before traveling to
Karachi by coach. The in-
vestigation revealed that
Waseem  had  married
Farah, who was related to
both the victim and the sus-
pect.

At the time of the mur-
der, Farah was present at
the scene, according to SSP
East

The operation was car-
ried out after the Punjab
Police sought assistance
from the East Police. The
Gulshan Igbal Police con-
ducted a thorough search
and successfully arrested
the suspect. The arrested
individuals will be handed
over to the Punjab Police
for further legal proceed-
ings —RT/Agency

KARACHI: Sacri

Road.—RT

cial animals are waiting

fo then‘ bu}ers at a makeshift sac-
rificial animals market established for Eul ul-Azha, at the Northern Bypass
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Modi sworn in as Indian PM for
historic third term

Narendra Modi was sworm
in as India's prime minister
on Sunday for a record-
equalling third term, but as a
restive coalition's head after
a shock poll setback that will
test his ability to ensure pol-
icy certainty in the world's
most populous nation.

President Droupadi
Murmu administered the
oath of office to Modi at a
grand ceremony at the Rash-
trapati Bhavan, the presi-
dent's palace in New Delhi,
attended by thousands of
dignitaries, including the
leaders of seven regional
countries, Bollywood stars
and industrialists.

Modi, who started as a
publicist of the Hindu na-
tionalist Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS), the ide-
ological parent of his
Bharatiyva Janata Party

(BIP), is only the second
person after independence
leader Jawaharlal Nehru to
serve a third straight term as
prime minister.

Modi, 73, secured the
third term in elections that
concluded on June 1 with
the support of 14 regional
parties in his BIP-led Na-
tional Democratic Alliance

(NDA), unlike in the previ-
ous two terms when his
party won an outright major-
1y,

The outcome is seen as a
big setback to the popular
leader as surveys and exit
polls had predicted BIP
would secure even more
seats than in 2019,

Modi delivered world

beating growth and lifted
India’s global standing but
appeared to have missed a
step at home as a lack of
enough jobs, high prices,
low incomes and religious
faultlines pushed voters to
rein him in.

When Modi was the chief
minister of the western state
of Gujarat from 2001 to
2014, BIP enjoved strong
majorities, allowing him to
govern decisively.

Modi's new term as
prime minister, therefore, is
likely to be fraught with
challenges on building con-
sensus on contentious politi-
cal and policy issues in the
face of different interests of
regional parties and a
stronger opposition, analysts
ay

Some analysts worry that
the fiscal balance in the

w

world’s  fastest growing
economy could also come
under pressure due to de-
mands for higher develop-
ment funds for states ruled
by the NDA's regional part-
ners and a possible push by
BIP to spend more on wel-
fare to woo back voters it
lost in this year's election

Modi. whose election
campaign was marked by re-
ligious rhetoric and criticism
of the opposition for al-
legedly favouring India's
200 million minority Mus-
lims, has adopted a more
conciliatory tone since the
shock result."We have won
the majority ... but to run the
country it is unanimity that
is crucial .. we will strive
for unanimity," he said on
Friday after the NDA for-
mally named him coalition
head —RT/Agency

Hammad Azhar,
others booked over
antl-government speeches

HAFIZABAD: PTI lcader
Hammad Azhar and 45
other party leaders have
been booked in case pertain-
ing to speeches against the
government, media  re-
ported

As per details, former
MNA Shaukat Bhatti, MPA
Zamir Hussain, and district
president Imran Haydar
have been named in a case
filed by the police for anti-
government speeches

According 1o the FIR,
Hammad Azhar is accused
of delivering a speech
against the government,
which led 10 a scuffle be-
tween police and party
workers.

The police attempted to
arrest Hammad Azhar and
others, but they d o

tion 124-A (sedition),

Meanwhile, PTI leader
Ali Gohar has been arrested
by the police in a separate
raid

Opposition leader Omar
Ayub and Hammad Azhar
had addressed a farmers’
convention last night, where
they allegedly made anti-

escape,

The case has been regis-
tered against Hammad
Azhar and others under var-
ious sections, including sec-

w0 ;peeches

The PTI leader, who
reappeared after almost a
vear in hiding, earlier
dodged arrest as Islamabad
Police showed up at party’s

Central Secretariat Azhar
was among the several PTI
leaders who went into hid-
ing following the May 9
riots last year when protest-
ers took 10 the streets after
former prime minister Tmran
Khan was arrested from
court premises. These cases
st him span across var-

Rawalpindi, and Faisalabad,
raising questions about the
extent of the legal entangle-
ment faced by the PTI
leader —RT/ Agency

Education sector to get record
increase 1n new budget

ISLAMABAD: In a move 1o
grow the educarion sector.
the federal government an-
nounced a record increase in
the budget allocarion, media
reported on Sunday.

As announced by the
Planning Commission, the
education sector has been al-
located a staggering Rs 2025
billion for the budger 2024-
25

Last year, atotal of Rs 8.5
billion was apportioned for
public sector development
programs, indicating a sub-
stantial increase in the cur-
rent year's budger by 140
percent

The increase in the
budget allocation has paved
the way for the launch of sev-
eral new programs by the
Federal Ministry of Educa-
tion during the current finan-
cial vear

However, this staggering
increase in the budget was
due to the launch of several
new programs by the Federal
Ministry

Earlier to this, the Higher
Education Commission

{HEC) budgert has been re-
stored to Rs 65 billion for the
financial year 2024-25

According to the details,
the Minister of Finance re-
vised the order to cut Rs 40
billion in the budget of the
HEC for the financial year
2024-25 and restored the

Earlier this year, the
HEC’s budget was slashed
from Rs 65 billion to a mere
Rs 25 hillion, causing wide-
spread concern among edu-
cational institutions  and
stakeholders

The significant budget cut
had raised alarms about the
future of higher education

KP Govt lied to
Supreme Court over

VCs appointments:
Kundi
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PESHAWAR Govemor
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has
said that the provincial gov-
emment lied with the
Supreme Court over appoini-
ments of vice chancellors,
media reported on Sunday.

“The dancing horses
could not run in race field”,
talking to media, KP gover-
nor quipped

He said the leadership
and workers of all political
parties can visit the governor
house adding that the Peo-

ple’s Party’s leadership will
apenly govemor house,

Governor announced to
constitute a task force soon
for resolving the province’s
problems.

Govemnor said that poli-
tics has been the business of
a cool mind, and one should
not be swept away by emo-
tioms.

He suggested that the
lands of the province should
be used for farming 1o curb
terrorism.—RT/ Agency

and development programs
nationwidz

The learning and develop-
ment budger has been re-
stored with the efforts of the
Prime Minister, the Minister
of Finance and Education
and Planning, Chairman.

However. in a turn of
events, the Ministry of Fi-
nance has reinstated last
year's budget of 65 billion
rupees. The Chairman of
HEC expressed his gratitude
towards all Chief Ministers,
the Prime Minister, and other
key stakeholders for their
support in reversing the
budget cut —RT/#

Asad Umar’s health
deteriorates

[SLAMABAD: Former
federal minister and Pak-
istan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
leader Asad Umar’'s
health deteriorated and
was rushed to a medical
facility
Au.ordlng to details,
Asad Umar was moved
to the hospital via Sindh
Rescue Ambulance Ser-
vice 1122 after receiving
acall.

The former minister in
his video statement m-
side  the ambulance
lauded the services of
Sindh Rescue Ambulance
1122 as it reached within
5 minutes after receiving
acall.

He also lauded the ex-
pertise of the staff and
added that the service is
not less than a blessing

IMF talks end
without
agreement

ISLAMABAD: Another resolve their differences on
round of discussions between  the income tax threshold, the
Pakistan and the Interna- merger of salaried and non-
tiomal Monetary Fund (IMF) salaried rates and the max
has ended inconclusively due  mum income tax for individ-

for the people of
Karachi.In 2023, former
planning minister Asad
Umar, who had resigned
as the PTI's secretary
general in May following
the May 9 riots resigned
from the party’s basic
membership as well as
quit politics.In a post on

X, he wrote, “After more
than one decade in public
life, 1 have decided to
completely quit poli-
tics.”T am resigning from
[the] basic membership
of PTL,” Umar, who once
was a close aide of PTI
founder Imran Khan,

to disagreement over new in-
come tax rates for salaried
and non-salaried persons and
the imposition of standard
18% sales tax on agriculture
and health sectors’ goods.

Discussions are revolving
around whether to char
new backbreaking 452
come tax from salaried and
non-salaried individuals on a
monthly income of just over
Red467,000, according to
sources. At prese ]
imum rate of 35% is applica-
ble to a monthly income of
over Rs500,000. However,
both sides have converged on
the issue of increasing the in-
come tax burden on ex-
porters in the next budget
who paid a paltry sum of
Rs86 billion this vear, which
is 280% less than the taxes
paid by the salaried people.
Pakistan also showed will-
ingness to tax pensions be-
yond a certain income
threshold.

Pakistan and the IMF au-
thorities on Friday held dis-
cussions on the outstanding
issues related to taxation and
the energy sector. Sources

stated —RT/Agency

said that both sides could not

uals

The IMF insisted on
merging the slabs related to
salaried, non-salaried and
other incomes. On the gov-
emment’s proposal of in-
creasing the annual threshold
of taxable income to

- RsG00,000, the IMF is asking

for the maximum income tax
rate to be increased from
35% to 45%. However, the
government is not willing to

- increase the maximum rate

for the salaried individuals to
45% but showed flexibility
to keep the taxable income
threshold at the current
Rs600,000.1t is also asking to
keep the salaried and non-
salaried slabs separate but is
willing fo increase the high-
est tax rate for non-salaried
persons to 45%, said the
sources The  non-salaried
business individuals pay tax
after excluding  expenses
while the salaried persons
pay tax on their gross income
without excluding the ex-
penses. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is so far
not willing to increase the
burden on the salaried
class —RT/Agency

Pakistan reiterates commitment
to regional peace, securlty

Additional Foreign Secre-
tary Ambassador Imran
Ahmed Siddiqui said Pak-
istan reaffirmed its commit-
ment to regional peace, se-
curity and prosperity.

The Additional Foreign
Secretary made these re-
marks at the Senior Offi-
cials Meeting preparatory
to the Ministerial Meeting
of the ASEAN Regional
Forum held in Laos

Imran Ahmed Siddiqui
appreciated ASEAN Re-
gional Forum'’s pivotal role
in multilateral efforts for
regional peace and prosper-

Reaffirming Pakistan’s
commitment to the pur-
poses and principles of the
United Nations Charter and
the ASEAN Regional
Forum's mandate. he em-
phasized the importance of
mternational collaboration
for shared objectives of sta-
bility and sustainable pros-
perity.

Stressing the need for an

He emphasised the impor-
tance of comprehensive ap-
proaches to address the root
causes of terrorism.He also
called for international
scrutiny and accountabil

for extraterritorial killir

by foreign agents inside
Pakistan. The Additional
Foreign Secretary reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s consis-
tent and principled stance
on the Palestinian question
and called for an urgent and
unconditional ceasefire in
Gaza and an end to foreign
oceupation of Palestinian
territories. —RT/Agency

equitable and inclusive se-
curity framework, the Addi-
tional Foreign Secretary
underscored the importance
of resolving the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute in accor-
dance with the United Na-
tions Security Council Res-
olutions and the aspirations
of the Kashmiri people for
lasting peace and security
in South Asia

Imran Ahmed Siddiqui
also condemned the rising
tide of Islamophobia and
pursuance of Islamophobic
political agenda as strate-
wies in election campaigns

Largest
in FY
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
budget history’s largest rev-
enue target has been fixed for
tax collection in Fiscal Year
2024-25 budget.

The revenue collection
target for the vear has been
fixed at 12,900 billion rupees
with an increase of 3,440 bil-
lion in the upcoming budget.

Imposition of new taxes
has been proposed in the
budget for FY 2024-25 1w
generate 2,000 billion rupees
additional revenues,

Initially six percent sales
tax being proposed on petro-
leum products, Moreover, a
budget proposal has been
under the hammer 1o abolish
all sales tax exemptions. An

revenue target set
2024-25 budget

FBR
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additional 550 billion rupees
revenues are expected with
the withdrawal of sales tax
exemptions

Moreover, o achieve the
target of tax revenues, one
percent hike in the sales tax
rate is expected o generate
around additional 100 billion
rupees revenues. This one

percent hike can be slapped
over around 7,000 items,
sources said

Sales tax also likely to
be imposed over the
packed milk.It is appre-
hended that these budget-
ary measures could un-
leash hike in inflation in
the country —RT/Agency

Major budget boost for defence
development expected

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif-led fed-
eral government has pro-
posed an allocation of Rs3.63
for the Ministry of Defence's
development projects in the
upcoming Budget 2024-25.

This comprehensive allo-
cation encompasses total of
29 key projects, reflecting the
government’s commitment to
enhancing military infra-
structure and technology.

According 1o the budget
document, Rs3 92 billion has
been earmarked for nine on-
going projects within the
inistry of Defence
These projects are crucial
for maintaining and upgrad-
ing existing defense systems
and infrastructure

In addition 1o this, a sub-
stantial amount of Rs1.7 bil-
lion is allocated for twenty
new schemes aimed at ad-
dressing emerging security
challenges and advancing the
country's defense prepared-
ness.

This includes Rs 400 mil-
lion designated for the pro-
curement of drones, which
will be utilized for law en-
forcement and emergency
search and rescue operations,
underscoring the govemn-
ment's focus on modemizing

defense ools and |ec11|1nln-

Moreover, the budget pro-
poses Rs30 million for the
construction of a Research
and Regional Center in Is-
lamabad This facility is ex-
pected 1o serve as a hub for
cutting-edpge  defence re-
search and development, fos-
tering innovation and self-re-
liance in military technology

Further, Rs38 million is
allocated for the construction
of FG Junior Public Schools
in Gwadar and Gilgit, high-
lighting the govermnment's
commitment to improving
educational infrastructure in
strategic locations Addition-
ally, Rs300 million will be
spent on the construction of
an Academy Block at the Na-
tional University of Pakistan

in Islamabad, aimed at en-
hancing educarional facilities
for defense personnel. An-
other notable allocation is
Rs620 million for the pur-
chase of land for the estab-
lishment of a Medical City
This project is pant of the
government's broader strat-
egy to improve healthcare
services for defense person-
nel and their families. Lastly,
Rs 860 million has been set
aside for the National Aero-
space Science and Technol-
ogy Pak Aviation City in
Pakistan. Five-year economic
plan to be approvedin a par-
allel development, the federal
government has finalised a
comprehensive  five-year
economic plan (2024-2029)
to achieve major economic
goals —RT/Agency

Israel's war cabinet member
Benny Gantz resigns from
Netanyahu's government

JERUSALEM:Israeli minis-
ter Benny Gantz announced
his resignation from Prime
Minister Benjamin  Ne-
tanyahu's emergency govem-
ment on Sunday, withdraw-
ing the only centrist power in
the embattled leader's far-
right coalition, a
months-long w
Netanyahu issued a brief
statement calling on Gantz
not to "abandon the front”
but his departure will not en-
danger the parliamentary ma-
Jority of 64 seats in the 120-
seat Knesset held by the
ruling nght-wing coalition.
"Netanyahu is preventing
us from advancing toward
true victory. That is why we
are leaving the emergency
government today, with a
heavy heart but with full con-

ing Palestinian group Hamas,

His departure means that
Netanyahu will lose the
backing of a centrist bloc that
has helped broaden support
for the govemment in Israel
and abroad, at a time of in-
creasing diplomatic and do-
mestic  pressure  eight
months into  the Gaza
war—RT/

fidence," Gantz said at a tele-
vised news conference.
Gantz's resignation had
been expected ever since he
presented the conservative
prime minister with a June 8
deadline to come up with a
clear day-after strategy for
Gaza, where Israel has been
pressing a devastating mili-
tary offensive against the rul-
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