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Moon Sighting Confirmed
As Nation To Celebrate
Eid ul Azha On June 17th

KARACHL: The Central
Ruet-g-Hilal Committee on
Friday announced that it
sighted the Zilhaj moon and
Eildul Azha will be observed
on June 17

This meeting took place
at the Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department building in
Karachi with simultancous
zonal meetings in the provin-
cial capitals and Islamabad

Officials from the Pe-
shawar zonal meeting said
the moon was spotted albeit
the central committee would
make the official announce-
ment.

Addressing a press con-
ference in Karachi later, Cen-
tral Ruet-i-Hilal Committee
Chairman Maulana Abdul
Khabeer Azad said Eid will
be celebrated on June 17
after testimonies of moon
slgh tings were received from
various cities all over the
country, including Peshawar,
Attock, Kohat, Mianwali,

Taxila, Murree, Narowal and
hore.

“You know this is a very
blessed month and the merits
of these 10 days [of Haj]
have also been explained,”
he said and urged people to
spend the days in worship.

Maulana Azad said the
country was moving forward
and called on the nation to
unite to foil the schemes of
its enemies

He also said the nation’s
prayers were behind law en-

forcement agencies working
10 ensure the country’s secu-

4

A day ago, Saudi Arabia’s
Supreme Court announced
the sighting of the Zilhaj
moon with the last month of
the Islamic calendar begin-
ning today

The rituals of Haj will
commence on June 14 with
the Day of Arafat on June

15. Eidul Azha will be ob-
served in the kingdom on
June 16 —RT/Agency

Pakistan And China Pledge To"Safeguard
CPEC Against Cltlcs And-Opposition

BEUIING: Pakistan and
China have vowed to protect
the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
from its detractors and ad-
versarigs as Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif assured Bei-
jing of providing complete
security to personnel work-
ing on multi-billion projects.

PM Shehbaz is visiting
China from June 4 to § at the
invitation of President Xi
Jinping, seeking to upgrade
cooperation under the multi-
billion dollar China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC),
a key part of Beijing's Belt
and Road Initiative

In a statement, the PM's
Office said during the meet-
ing, the two sides discussed
the significance of Gwadar
as an important pillar of
CPEC and agreed to expe-
dite the imely completion of
all related infrastructure
projects  to transform
‘Gwadar into a regional eco-
nomic hub

“They also expressed

their firm commitment to
protect CPEC from its de-
tractors and adversaries and
to upgrade CPEC in the
form of enhanced coopera-
tion,” the statement said.

The prime minister also
reaffirmed Pakistan's un-
flinching resolve to ensure
the safety and security of
Chinese p\.'rbunm,l and proj-
ects in Pakistan.

Chinese investment and
financial support since 2013
have been key for the South
Asian nation's struggling
economy, inclu the
rolling over of loans so that

]blamuhad is able to mul
extemal financing needs at a
time when foreign reserves
are critically low.

China has also invested
billions in various power
projects and road networks
in Pakistan under the $65
billion CPEC plan. but the
implementation of various
projects has slowed in recent
months.

During the talks, the two
leaders discussed the entire
spectrum of bilateral rela-
tions and discussed regional
and global developments of
mutual interest.

ed that the Pak-

wbl-Weather
Strategic Cooperative Bat-
nership was chamclensed‘:rv
mutual trust, shared princi-
ples and sirategie conver-
gence.

Premier Li congratulated
Prime Minister Shehbaz on
Pakistan's election as a non-
permanent member of the
UN Security Couneil.

The two leaders reaf-
firmed unwavering SUpport
for each other on core 1ssties
and expressed continued
commitment and support for
the high-quality develop-
ment of CPEC.

Thew also emphasised the
timely completion of all on-
going projects with a special
focus on industrial develop-
ment, agriculture modemisa-
tion, Science & Technology
and the development of Spe-
cial Economic Zones for
mutually  beneficial and
socio-gconomic  develop-
ment of Pakistan

The two sides agreed 10

majntain lush-lsyel
changes including ; -
ening mstitutional linkages

ex-

Yat all llal‘saud in all spheres

also Gantinue to consult
closely angssues of reglcmal
and global sighificance and
multilateral fora, especially
durin @ithe two-year tenure
of Pakistaiias a non-member
of the UNSC.

The  delemation-level
talks were followed by an
MoU signing ceremony, wit-
nessed by Prime Minister
Shehbaz and Premier Qiang,
where both signed 23 MoUs
and agreements deepening
cooperation in transport in-
frastructure, industry, en-
ergy, agriculture, media,
health, water, socio-eco-
nomic development and oth-
ers of mutual interest.

The meeting was fol-
lowed by an official banquet
hosted by Premier Li Qiang
in honour of the prime min-
ister —RT/Agency

PTI Criticizes FIA For
Issuing Notice In Imran’s
Tweet Controversy

ISLAMABAD Pakistan [F
Tehreek-e-Insal (PTT) Secre-
tary-General Omar Ayub
Khan has launched shamp
criticism of the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FTA) for
serving him a call-up notice
in the party founder Imran
Khan’s controversial tweet
case.

Ayub, speaking on the
floor of the National Assem-
bly on Friday, slammed the
probe agency’s notices to
him and other PTI leaders
including the party's Chair-
man Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan and Central Informa-
tion Secretary Raoof Hasan

in the controversial X post
case.

Auyb, who is also the
Leader of the Opposition in
the lower house of parlia-
ment, stressed that the parlia-
mentarians were part of the
state as per the Constitution
"Parliament is superior than
to any other institutions in
the country "

The politico questioned
higher authorities about the
jurisdiction of a probe
agency's sub-inspector which
allowed him to issue a call-
up notice to the parliamentar-
ians

)
He demanded the House
summon the FIA's director
general to question his juris-
diction and also about the
language which was used in
the call-up notice.

Ayub said that he and sev-
eral other PTI leaders were
booked in rerrorism cases in
Sargodha He alleged thar
“aliens" were involved in the
disappearances of pany
workers whenever they came
out of jail

He slammed that associa-
tion with the Imran-founded
party was seemingly becom-
ing a erime in the country
while there was no law in
place which could stop such
illegal activities

He went on to say that the
the former prime minister,

who was removed from
power in April 2022, was
facing "solitary confinement”
which was proved from the
pictures of his prison cell at
Rawalpindi's Adiala Jail.

He further alleged that
former first lady Bushra Bibi

ities at the jail.
The PT1 secretary-general
alleged that other P
leaders Aliya Hamza
Malik and Sanam Javaid
were not being released de-
spite the mandamuses of
their release being prepared
“Is this a banana repub-
lic? This kind of Gestapo
state policy should be

eliminated and let the
country go ahead,” he
added —RT/Agency

Unapologetic Vawda And
Kamal Summoned In
Contempt Proceedmgs

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court (SC) of
Pakistan summoned
Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment-Pakistan (MOQM-P)
Deputy Convener Syed
Mustafa Kamal and in-
dependent Senator
Faisal Vawda in con-
tempt of court case,
media reported.

The SC issued a writ-
ten order of Thursday s
hearing, maintaining
that Sved Mustafa ten-
dered an unconditional
apology and left himself
at the mercy of the
court

The order said that
Faisal Vawda’s counsel
gought time to submit an
additional reply while
the Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Au-
thority (PEMRA) sub-
mitted the transcript of
the press conferences
held by both parliamen-
tarians.

The apex court in its
order maintained that
Faisal Vawda’s press
conference was broad-
cast by 34 news chan-
nels and while Syed

Mustafa Kamal's press
conference by 28 news
chamnels

“In  Prima facie,
broadeasting such press
conferences falls under
the contempt of court,”
the order read.

The apex court also
sought replies from the
news channels and asked
as to why contempt of
court action should not
be taken against them.

[t is pertinent to men-
tion here that the SC re-
jected the unconditional
apelogy  tendered by
Syed Mustafa Kamal
while Faisal Vawda re-
fused to apologies

L
The Supreme Court
{S5C) had issued con-
tempt of court notices to
independent Senator
Faisal Vawda and
MOQM-Pakistan MNA
Mustata Kamal over
anti-judiciary thetoric

The apex took suo
moto notice of press
conferences held by
Senator Faisal Vawda
and Kamal wherein they
demanded evidence o
interference in the judi-
ciary.

The top court then is-
sued notices to both leaders
and asked them to submit
their response before the
Agency

Anwar Magsood
Claims Pakistan's
Loss To USAIs A

Deal With

KARACHLI: Prominent
writer, satirist and host,
Anwar Magsood, revealed a
unique reason for Pakistan's
shocking defear at the hands
of America in the T20 World
Cup, saying it must be an In-
ternational Monetary Fund
{IMF) condition
In yesterday's T20 World
2024 match at the Greand
Prairie Stadium in Dallas, the
tournament  wimessed a
major upset as the United
States (US) defeated Pak-
istan, shocking fans in Pak-
istan who are now expressing
their anger and frustration ar
the dismal performance
Magsood's video is going
viral on social media in
which he is asked what he
would say about losing to the
US. The writer said that Pak-
istan had no choice but to

-

The Devnl

lose 1o America because we
need a loan from the IMF,
which we haven't received
yet.

He quipped that the IMF
must have put a condition on
Pakistan 1o lose against
America in the match to re-
ceive a new package Apart
from this, he couldn't think of
any other reason for the de-
feat. He further commented
that those who have bought
the tickets for the upeoming
Pakistan-India march on
Sunday will now sell them at
half the price

Meanwhile, humorous
memes abour the national
team are circulating on social
media, and notable personal-
ities from the entertainment
industry are also offering in-
teresting reactions to Pak-
istan's loss —RT/Agency

Video Statement By Shah
Mahmood Recorded In

May 9 Proceedings

RAWALPINDI: The Lahore
pelice on Friday recorded a
iideo statement of incarcer-
ated PTI leader Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi in cases re-
lated to the violence that
erupted in the country after
party founder Imran Khan's
arrest on May 9 last year,
media reported

A 9-member team of La-
hore Police, led by DSP
Javed Asif, visited Adiala Jail
to interrogate the former for-
1N minister

The team, which included
experts from the Punjab
Forensic Science Agency,
brought modem equipment
to record Qureshi’s state-
ment. The team also brought
a polygraph test kit with
themn

This is the third time La-
hore Police have Adi-
ala  Jaill to  investigate
Qureshi

Sources told media that
the investigation  team
probed cases registered at
various police stations, in-
cluding Shadman, Sarwar

Road, Mughalpura, Shah-
dara, Race Course, Gulberg,
and Gujarpura.

Earlier, a Lahore anti-ter-
romism court (ATC) approved
a five-day physical remand
of incarcerated PTI leader
Shah Mahmood Qureshi in
eight cases related to May 9
violence.

ATC Judge Khalid Ar-
shad approved the physical
remand while hearing the
May 9 cases registered in dif-
ferent police stations of La-
hore, —RT/Agency

Imran Cooperates With FIA
Investigation On Controversial X Post

ISLAMABAD: After refus-
ing 1o appear before investi-
gators twice in connection
with the controversial tweet
case, the incarcerated Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
founder Tmran Khan has fi-
nally joined the probe into
the debatable video that ap-
peared on his official X ac-
count a few days ago,
sources told media

The former premier Khan
formally joined the FIA’s
probe which was launched
after a controversial video re-
garding the Fall of Dhaka in-
cident had been posted on his
official X account

"Every Pakistani should
study the Hamood ur Rah-
man Commission Report and
get to know who was the true
traitor, General Yahya Khan
or Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,"
the post read.

The sources said that an

investigation team compris-
ing FLA's Additional Director
Ayaz Ahmed and Sub-In-

cﬁectnr Munib reached the
Adiala Jail, again, to question
the PTI founder
It emerged that Khan

joined the investigation in the
presence of his lawyers
Chaudhry Zaheer Abbas and
ntezar Hussain Panjutha

During the probe, the FLA
team  grilled Khan after
showmg z his debatable X post
in jail

Not only Khan, but the
FIA had also served notices
to three other PTI top leaders
in connection with the case,
including Barrister Gohar
Khan, Omar Ayub and Raoof
Hasan.

However, Omar had ex-
cused from am)ealino before
the FlA due o a™ h
ule”, whereas, Gohar and
Raoof appeared before the
investigators on Wednesday.

Additionally, the Islam-
abad High Court (IHC), fol-
lowing a petition against the
FIA's call-up notices, also di-
rected the probe agency not
to take any adverse action
apainst them, besides direct-
ing the PTI leaders to join the
probe

Expressing severe outrage
aver being summoned by the
probe agency for the X post
probe, PTI Secretary General
Omar blasted the FLA for is-
suing call-up notices to the
parliamentarians and other

party leaders,

Speaking on the floor of
the National Assembly today,
the Leader of the Opposition
questioned the jurisdiction of
a probe agency's sub-inspec-
tor which allowed him to
issue a call-up notice 1o par-
liamentarians.

Omar added that the par-
liamentarians were part of
the state as per the Constitu-
tion and the parliament was
superior w0 any other instin-
tions in the country.

He slammed that associa-
tion with the Imran-founded
party was seemingly becom-
ing a crime in the country
while there was no law in
place which could stop such
illegal activities

He demanded the House
o summon the FIA's director
general 10 question his con-
stitutional limits and also
about the language which
was used in the call-up no-
tice —RT/Agency

Justice Kayani Observes Importance
Of Institutions Operating Within
Their Boundaries

ISLAMABAD: Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani of Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC)
on Friday says no one is
above the law and all institu-
tions should work within
their constitutional jurisdic-
tion.

He gave these remarks
while hearing the petition for
the recovery of poet Ahmed
Farhad Shah

Advocate Tman Mazari
appeared on behalf of the pe-
mer while senior journal-
Hamid Mir assi 'T +d
court as amicus curi

Additional Annmu Gen-
eral Munawar Igbal and As-
nt Attorney General Bar-
rister Usman Ghuman were
also present in the court.

Advocate Iman Mazari
said that the bail petition of
Ahmed Farhad had been re-
jected by a local court of
Muzaffarabad.

Advocate Riasat Azad
said that the court shouldn’t
dispose of the case as itisa
matter of basic human rights.

The additional attorney
general said that the FIR had
been launched and Ahmed

Farhad had been recovered
The court cannot proceed its
hearing further when the
missing person is recovered,
he said.

I am writing to chief jus-
tice to constitute a larger
bench over the issue of miss-
ing persons,” Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani said. The
larger bench is required to
have a diversified viewpoint,
he added.

He was of the view that
there is a need to draw a red-
line. According to Justice
Kayani, all the institutions
should respect the constitu-
tion and no one is above the
law:

“A person is facing two

cases just buaukt of our
egos nd h
|n5 alotin this

Latcr. the THC disposed
of the petition for the recov-
ery of missing poet

“You can contact this
court again if required in fu-
ture. 1 know very well how
to get implement my or-
ders.” remarked Justice
Kayani.It may be recalled
that poet Ahmed Farhad
Shah had been allegedly ab-
ducted from his home on
May 15.

Farhad's wife Arogj
Zainab had lodged a com-
plaint in the THC for recovery
of her husband —RT/Agency
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Leads Strict Drainage Cleaning | Growers Demand | Takes To Streets Against

Ahead of Impending Rains

By Kamran Hidayat

SUJAWAL: Deputy Com-
missioner Zahid Hussain
Rind took charge of prepara-
tions for the looming rainy
season with a thorough in-
spection of crucial drainage
systems including the Three
R Drain and Karo Gogro sim
nullah.

During his visit. Rind

meticulously reviewed the
ongoing cleaning operations,
leaving no stone unturned in
ensuring that all necessary
measures are in place to avert
any potential public incon-
venience when the rains ar-
rive. He particularly empha-
sized the need for the
Executive Engineer Drainage
Division, Asif Ali Baloch, 1o
expedite the cleaning process
and guarantee the effective-
ness of the drainage system.
Officials accompanying
Rind provided detailed brief-
ings on the progress of the
first phase of cleaning, assur-

ing him that the task would
be completed well in advance
of the expected rainfall.

Prior to
Commissioner Zahid Hus-
sain Rind. accompanied by
officials from the Public
Health Engineering depart-
ment, inspected water supply
schemes in Wards 9, 10, and
11 of Sujawal city. Recogniz-
ing the urgency of the situa-
tion, Rind ed officials

10 ensure the timely comple-

tion of water supply work
within a strict 15-day dead-
line to ensure uninterrupted
access to clean drinking
water for the residents.

Town officials also partic-
ipated in the inspection, re-
flecting the collaborative ef-
fort towards safeguarding the
community's  well-being
amidst the approaching rainy
Season

June 11 Marks 13th Anniversary
Of Renowned Playwright Tariq
Alam Abro's Passing

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: The literary commu-
nity in Kotri prepares
honor the memory of the es-
teemed novelist, playwright,
scriptwriter, poet, and pho-
tographer, Tariq Alam Abro,
as his 13th death anniversary
approaches. The solemn oc-
casion will be observed by
the Sindh University's Area
Study Center (SAS) and Ja-
garta Forum at the expansive
auditorium of the Sindh Uni-
versity's Colony in Jamshoro
on June 11, 2024,

Organized in collabora-
tion with the university's
Area Study Center, the event
will serve as a tribute to the
multifaceted contributions of
Tariq Alam Abro to literature,
culture, and arts. Eminent lit-
erary figures and civil society
leaders are expected to grace
the occasion, paying homage
to the enduring legacy of
Abro's creative endeavors,

The commemoration of-

¥

.

fers a poignant apportunity
for the community to reflect
on Abro's profound impact
on the literary landscape and
his enduring influence on
generations of writers, artists,
and intellectuals

Through his diverse body
of work, Abro continues to
inspire and captivate audi-
ences with his insightful nar-
ratives and artistic vision

As participants gather o

honor Abro's memory, the
event symbalizes a collec-

Action Against
Water Shortage

By Qaimuddin Memon

SEHWAN SHARIF: The res-
idents of various areas of Se-
hwan Sharif staged protest
demonstration against the
closure of irrigation water
canals and the closure of the
Shahbaz Pumping Scheme.
Press clubs in the affected
areas observed  symbolic
black day and demonstrators
also staged protests against
the concerned officials. On
these oceasions, prominent
residents  including  Daim
Talpur. Roshan Ali Burdi,
Qurban Ali Talpur, Liaquat
Ali Talpur, Comrade Gul
Hassan Rind, Abdul Khaliq
Sarki, and several others par-
ticipated in the protests. The
demonstrators  expressed
their grievances that in the 4
irrigation zones of Sehwan,
including Bobak, Arzi, Jafer-
abad and Del, they have been
deprived of  agricultural
water, resulting in them re-

sorting to symbolic smkes

and the failure of irrigation
officials to take action has
led to a complete halt in agri-
culture. Since the last major
devastation in 2022, when
the Shabaz Pumping Scheme
was inaugurated by a signifi-

cant figure of Sindh's gov-
emment with the intention of
revitalizing agriculture, only
3 motors out of 15 have been
operational in the scheme,
and only three were supply-
ing water which has now
been L]O‘-&.d to supply water

A

cant losses in our agricul tural
produce, and we are strug-
gling to make ends meet. Af-
fected residents have de-
manded action from Sindh
CM, Syed Murad Ali Shah,
regarding the revival of the
Shahbaz Pumping Scheme,
and if this is not done, they
have threatened to continue
their strikes

Highways
Employees Union
Demands Salary

Increases

tive expression of gratitude
and admiration for his in-
valuable contributions to
the cultural richness of the
region. Amidst reflections
on his life and legacy, atten-
dees will undoubtedly reaf-
firm their commitment to
preserving and promoting
the arts in Kotri and be-
yond

Sukkur Police Roll Out
Initiatives For Women's
Safety And Education

By Absar Alvi

SUKKUR: Despite strides
in wvarious spheres across
Sindh, entrenched customs
rooted in ignorance con-
tinue to pose challenges,
particularly impacting
women who often find
themselves vulnerable to
various forms of mistreat-
ment. In a bid to address
these issues and ensure
women's safety and empow-
erment, the Sukkur Police
have embarked on signifi-
cant initiatives.

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Amjad Ahmed
Shaikh, underscored the im-
portance of prioritizing
women's issues, emphasi
ing swift justice and assis-

tance. He highlighted the
establishment of the 35 Of-
fice Desk and concerted ef-
forts to improve the atmos-
phere within police stations
as key steps taken by the
police to combat violence
against women. Shaikh reit-
erated the police's commit-
ment 1o resolving women's
problems promptly, ad-
dressing issues ranging
from black magic to domes-
tic violence and workplace
harassment. He stressed that
acts of violence, including
delayed meals and disre-
spect towards women, are
intolerable and against the
lawTo further bolster
awareness and advocacy, a

- one-day training session

was conducted by Master

Trainer Ghazala Anjum
Kashif. Twenty individuals
from across the district,
comprising both men and
women, were enlightened
on women's roles in foster-
ing peace, preventing do-
mestic violence, and re-
shaping societal
perceptions Responding to
a request from the Aurat
Foundation, the Sukkur Po-
lice announced the immedi-
ate establishment of a dedi-
cated desk to address
women's concerns. Certifi-
cates were also distributed
among the trained officers,
signaling a concerted com-
mitment to championing
wiomen's safety and empow-
erment in Sukkur and be-
yond

SEPA Team Investigates
Environmental Pollution
Reports In Taluka Kaloi

By Ashraf Kunbhar

MITHI: After taking strict
notice of the pollution
caused by various coal kilng
and brick kilns in the sur-
rounding areas of Kaloi, the
district administration issued
directives to the relevant au-
thorities. In response to
these directives, a team from
the SEPA, comprising Di-
rector  General  Nacem
Ahmed Mughal and Re-
gional Incharge of the Envi-
ronment Department, Re-
gional Office Mirpurkhas,
Ali Muhammad Rind, along
with istant  Director
Technical  Abdul  Aziz
Mahar, Chemist Shahid
Rehman, and Inspector
Muhammad Igbal Nohri,
conducted a visit to Kaloi
and Wangoo Mor and its

surrounding areas to inspect
the brick kilns and coal
kilns. During the inspection,
the team observed that wood
was being burnt on the brick
kilns, which is strictly pro-
hibited. No prohibited fuel,
such as plastic, shoes, bot-
tles, or cloth, was found on
the kilns. However, on the
other hand, the process of
making coal from wood was
ongoing in the coal kilns,
The artificial coal produced
in these kilns is made by
buming wood, which results
in the emission of smoke af-
fecting  the surrounding
areas. Regional Incharge of
the Environment Depart-
ment, Regional Office Mir-
purkhas, Ali Muhammad
Rind, stated that the team
from the SEPA has visited
and submitted a report. Ac-

cordingly, action is being
taken under the Environ-
mental Protection Act 2014,
He further mentioned that no
individual would be allowed
to pollute the environment.
Anyone found engaged in
suth activities would face
¢ consequences. More-

er. it was informed that
the SEPA had previously
taken action against the
brick kilng present at Wan-
oo Mor, which is why no
plastic, shoes, or cloth was
being bumt. Prior notices
were sent to them through
the police, and they were
also  warned personally.
They were strictly instructed
nat to bumn plastic, shoes, or
other waste and further strin-
went action would be taken
against them if they fail to

comply

By Khair Muhammad Gelo

THUL: The Highways Em-
ployees Unio: Thul took
to the streets in a fervent
demonstration, demanding
urgent salary increases 1o
counter the relentless tide of
inflation gripping the region

Protesters staged a sit-in
in fromt of the Roads Office,
their voices echoing with res-
olute slogans echoing against
the backdrop of economic
hardship.

Leaders of the union, in-
cluding Rafig Ahmed Golo,
Abdul Sattar Pathan, Gulsher
Buriro, Tariq Golo, Tariq
Buriro, and others, spoke out
passionately to the media,
underscoring the imperative
for salary adjustments com-
mensurate with the steep rise

in living costs

Highlighting the stark re-
ality faced by the working
class, they stressed that the
spiraling prices of essential
commuodities have exacer-
bated financial strain, partic-
ularly for the underprivileged
segments of sociaty

The demand for a 50%
salary increase in the upcom-
ing budget was emphasized
as a crucial step wowards mit-
igating the burdens bomne by
highways employees.

The protest symbolized
the unwavering resolve of
the union in advocating for
the welfare of its members
amidst challenging economic
circumstances, with hopes
pinned on tangible measures
to alleviate their financial
plight

Infamous Criminal
Amjad Khaskheli
Surrenders At
Moro Police
Station

By Akhtar Laghari

MORO: In a surprising
turn of events, Amjad
Hussain, son of Rahim
Bux Khaskheli, a wanted
individual in multiple po-
lice cases, made an un-
precedented decision to
surrender himself at the
Moro Police Station on
Friday

With solemn resolve,
Amjad Khaskheli, taking
an oath on the Holy
Quran, vowed to abstain
from criminal activities in
the future, signaling a re-
markable shift in  his
stance. Speaking on the de-
wvelopment, Station House
Officer (SHO) Ali Akbar
Khokhar expressed that
while Amjad Khaskheli
had been evading the au-
thorities for some time,
his decision to surrender

demonstrates a newfound
commitment to rectify his
past transgressions and
embrace a path of lawful
citizenship. The SHO em-
phasized the significanc

of rehabilitation and sec-
ond chances, expressing
hope that Am]ad s deci-
sion to surrender would
pave the way for his reha-
bilitation into society as a
respected and law-abiding
individual Amjad
Khaskheli's voluntary sur-
render not only marks a
significant milestone in
his personal journey but
also serves as a testament
to  the transformative
power of redemption and
the potential for positive
change, resonating with
the principles of justice
and rehabilitation upheld
by the law enforcement

authorities

Water Shortage In Kotri

By Shaikh Sindhi

KOTRI: The Pakistan Youth
Movement took to the streets
in a peaceful demonstration
at Main Road Chowk in
Brohi Colony, Kotri, to raise
their voices against the ongo-
ing water crisis plaguing the
region. Led by Abdul Sattar
Luhar, Murtaza Nohani, and
other passionate activists, the
protest aimed to shed light on
the administrative failures
contributing to the dire short-
age of drinking water in
Muslim Town.

Amid fervent chants and
placard-waving, the protest-
ers demanded immediate ac-
tion to restore water supply
to Muslim Town, emphasiz-
ing the severe hardships en-
dured by residents due to the
acute water scarcity. Notable
social activists, including
Abdul Latif Bhutto, Asad Ali
Sindhi, Comrade Barkat
Manganhar, and Shahbaz Ali
Memon, Icnt their VUIEL‘- o
the cause. highli [

3
H

carious situation faced by the
community. Despite repeated
appeals to the Municipal
Committee, including the
Chairman, Vice Chairmﬂn

exploitation of residents by
the notorious tanker mafia
The protesters decried the
exorbitant prices charged by
the tanker mafia for water,
exacerbating the already pre-

movement to take a stand
against the entrenched ex-
ploitation.

Calls for an end to the
exploitation of the people
and decisive action against

the tanker mafia echoed
through the streets, as the
protesters urged the authori-
ties to prioritize the basic
rigln:- and welfare of the cit-
izens. However, with the au-
thorities vet to respond to
the longstanding grievances
and demands, the Pakistan
Youth Movement remains
steadfast in its commitment
to advocating for justice and
equitable access to essential

resources for all residents of
Kotri

Pithoro’s Journalists
Condemn Arrest Of Their
Colleague Nadir Shar

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORC: Joumnalists in
Pithoro took to the streets in
a powerful display of solidar-
iy, protesting the unjust ar-
rest of their fellow journalist
Nadir Shar

Giathering in front of the
press club, the journalists, led
by Ameer Hassan Arisar,
Ghulam Qadir Arisar, Rajesh
Kumar Jasvani, Asadullah
Mangrio, and Ismail Khilji,
raised their voices against
what they termed as a false
case orchestrated by drug
dealers

Nadir Shar, a former pres-
ident of Garhor Sharif Press

Club, was allegedly targeted
for his honest reporting and
exposure of illicit activities
carried out by drug dealers in
the area. The joumalists
claimed that a fabricated FIR
led 1 Shar's incarceration, a
move they vehemently con-
demned

During the protest, slo-
gans echoed against the
backdrop of demands for a
fair mvestigation to vindicate
Nadir Shar and uphold jus-
tice. The journalists high-
lighted the systemic chal-
lenges faced by their
fratermity, citing frequent ha-
rassment and false accusa-
tions aimed at silencing their

truth-seeking endeavors

the im-
punity enjoyed by drug deal-
ers shielded by influential
figures, the journalists under-
scored the need for robust
protection mechanisms for
Journalists striving 1o un-
cover the truth. They called
for immediate action to re-
lease Nadir Shar and ensure a
safer working environment
for all journalists.

The protest served as a
poignant reminder of the re-
silience and unity within the
journalistic  community,
steadfast in their pursuit of
justice and freedom of the
press

SIDA MD Addresses
Controversial Water
Shortage Issue

By Raja Zafar Igbal

BADIN: Responding to the
grievances raised by the
Akram Wah Abadgar Forum
regarding warer shortages,
MD SIDA initiated dialogue
by inviting forum leaders for
discussions at the SIDA of-
fice, aiming 1o find swift res-
olurions to the pressing issue

Leaders representing the
Akram Wah Abadgar Forum,
including Haji Muhammad
Isa Kaur, Bashir Ahmad
Notkani, Syed Raza Muham-
mad Shah, Abdul Shakur
Memon, Abdul Hafeez
Memaon, Malik Adeel ljaz.
and Shahid Jamali, convened
with MD SIDA Prahitam
Das, alongside the Director
of the Area Water Board and
other officials, to address the

Akram Wah, Qazm
Shadi

During the discussions,
the forum leaders highlighted
the dire consequences of
water blockades on agricul-
tural activities, emphasizin,
the urgent need for the allo-

and

cation of their rightful share
of water to sustain standing
Tops

Assuring swift action,
MD SIDA pledged to lift the
blockade within two days
and ensure the uninterrupted

<]

- supply of water to the af-

fected sub-divisions. This
commitment was met with
appreciation from the forum
leaders, who expressed their
willingness to withdraw the
protest contingent upon the
fulfillment of the agreed-
UpON measures.

However, the forum lead-

ers cautioned that should the
agreements fail to material-
ize, the protest would re-
sume, underscoring the i
portance  of  honoring
commitments made to ad-
dress the water crisis affect-
ing the region

The collaborative efforts
between SIDA  and  the
Akram Wah Abadgar Forum
signify a step forward in re-
solving the water shortage
issue, highlighting the signif-
icance of dialogue and coop-
eration in addressing press-
ing community concems.

Despair Ends Life Of Young
Samaro Resident

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The tight-
knit  community  of
Samaro mourns the loss of
a promising voung life as
35-year-old Keval, son of
Baro Kolhi and resident of
village Dago Farm, tragi-
cally took his own life.
The heart-wrenching inci-
dent occurred within the

jurisdiction of the Bodar

Farm Police Station, send-
ing shockwaves through
the local populace. Reports
indicate that Keval suc-
cumbed to despair over
undisclosed domestic 1s-
sues, choosing to end his

life by hanging himself

he somber discovery was
made on Friday, casting a
pall of sorrow over the
Samaro region. Authorities
swiftly responded to the
scene, with the body of the
deceased undergoing nec-
essary medico-legal for-
malities at a local area
hospital  before  being
handed over to his griev-
ing tamily. The devastating
loss serves as a stark re-
minder of the mental
health challenges facing
individuals  within  the
community, underscoring
the urgent need for in-
creased awareness, sup-

port, and intervention to
prevent such tragic out-

the community
grapples with the pro-
found grief and sorrow
stemming from Keval's
untimely demise, efforts to
provide solace and support
to his bereaved loved ones
remain paramount. The
tragic incident serves as a
poignant call to action for
collective efforts to ad-
dress mental health con-
cerns and foster a support-
environment where
individuals feel empow-
ered to seek help and sup-
port in times of distress
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UBG Anticipates Monumental
Outcomes From Prime
Minister's V1s1t To China

K*\R*\CH] Leaders of the
United Business Group
(UBG), including Patron-
Chief SM Tanveer, President
Zubair Tufail, Khalid Tawab,
Hanif Gohar, Momin Ali
Malik, Mazhar A_ Nasir, and
Malik Khuda Bakhsh, have
expressed optimism that the
bilateral trade and economic
relations between Pakistan
and China will reach new

heights during the tenure of

Prime Minister Mian Shah-
baz Sharif. The UBG leaders
are particularly hopeful about
the Prime Minister's five-day
visit to China, which is ex-
pected to inaugurate the sec-

ond phasz of the China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor

- (CPEC) project.

The UBG representatives
hlghlthted the business
community's eagemess for
rapid advancements in vari-
ous economic sectors, includ-
ing high-tech industries, agri-
culture, information
technology, infrastructure,
youth skills training, voca-
tional training, industrializa-
tion, and special economic
zones. They also emphasized
the importance of expanding
and commercializing the
Gwadar port, as well as de-
wvelopments in the mining and

mmera]s sectors. Addition.
ally, there are high hopes fo
progress in expanding the ! LAHORE A decision was
Silk Route through enhanced I made to collaborate with
road and sea linkages. ‘hina and other intemational

Maoreover, UBG antici- | erganisations to complete the
pates the signing of multiple 1 Ravi Urban Development
Memoranda of Understand uthority (RUDA) projects.
ing (MoUs) and agreements | A special  meeting,
between enterprises of both § chaired by Punjab Chief
COUNTTIES ACFOSS Various sec nister Maryam Nawaz and
tors, with a particular Focusl Pakistan Muslim League-
on joint ventures in the IT,  Nawaz President Nawaz
textile, and agriculture sec- _ Sharif, included a detailed
tors. These initiatives are ex- _briefing by the authority
pected to bolster the eco- | CEQ Imran Amin about the
nomic parmership and driv i
mutual growth and prosper
ity —RT

1oject.

The CM directed the im-
I plementation of the master
Iplan in the authority area.

Saeed Ghani Guarantees
Timely Disbursal Of

Municipal Salaries And

Pensions In Sindh Budget

KARACHI: The upcom-
ing Sindh government
budget for the financial
year 2024-25 will include
special provisions to en-

sure timely disbursal of

salaries and pensions to
municipal emplovees
across the province
Sindh Local Government
Minister Saeed Ghani an-
nounced this on Friday
while chairing a meeting
at the office of Addi-
tional Chief Secretary for
Local Government, Syed
Khalid Hyder Shah
Ghani emphasized
that the OZT (Octroi Zila
Tax) share for union
councils and town com-
mittees would be in-
creased to accommodate
He in-

tors of the Sindh Local
Government Department
te compile and submit
lists of serving and re-
tired employees drawing
salaries and pensions in
their jurisdictions. This
data will inform budget
allocations for municipal

staff salaries and pen-
s10ns

Regional  directors
briefed Ghani on the
OFT share and expenses
for salaries and pensions
Ghani  highlighted the
need for updated data on
municipal employees and
expenditures to ensure
sufficient budgetary pro-
visions. He assured that a
comprehensive  report
would be presented to the
Sindh  Chief Minister
within 24 hours. Ghani
reiterated the Sindh gov-
ernment's commitment to
timely salary payments
for municipal staff and

1 The meeting also agreed on a
1 proposal to build an interna-
al-level airport as part of
1 the Twin City Project

1 During the meeting, it
| vas decided in principle to
ncrease the forest area in
RUDA from 20% 1o 35%.
Also, it was agreed to clean

Maryam Orders For
Full Implementation
Of RUDA Master Plan

ISLAMABAD:  President
Asif Ali Zardari on Friday
conferred Nishan-i-Pakistan
award on Prince Rahim Aga
Khan.

The top civilian award
was conferred on Prince
Rahim Aga Khan to ac-
knowledge his meritorious
services for the development,
prosperity, and betterment of
Pakistan and its people.

The award ceremony was
held at the Aiwan-g-Sadr and
attended by Senate Chairman
Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani, KP
Governor  Faisal Karim
Kundi, federal ministers, par-
liamentarians, diplomats, and
senior govemnment officers.
Prince Rahim Aga Khan,
through his many leadership
roles for more than a quarter
century within the Aga Khan
Development Network. ded-
icated his untiring efforts to
improve the living standard
of the people in resource-
constrained regions of Asia
and Africa.

Prince Rahim has con-
tributed immensely to the
ceonomic, health, education,

the Ravi River within the
RUDA area and maintain a
riverbed width of more than
1.000 metres.

CM Maryam ordered the
enforcement of rules pro-
hibiting construction in the
RUDA forest area and or-
dered a halt to the illegal sale
and purchase of land in the
region.

The establishment of a
special police force to pre-
venl  encroachment  on
RUDA's land was also dis-
cussed.

On  this  occasion,
Nawaz Sharif stated that in
2013, he had planned to
develop a new city on the
bank of the Ravi River.
However, successive ad-
ministrations created barri-
ers. Nawaz also called for

and cultural well-being of

poor and marginalized com-
munities, upholding a multi-
generational legacy.

Under his leadership, the
Aga Khan Fund for Eco-
nomic Development has ad-
vanced path-breaking initia-
tives in  Pakistan in
commercial banking, micro-
finance, insurance, sustain-
able tourism and renewable
energy sectors.

The Fund has enabled ac-
cess to financial services for
nearly 50 million people in
Pakistan.

As the Founding Chair-
man of Aga Khan Develop-

Prince Rahim Aga
Khan Honored With
'Nishan- 1-Pak1stan Award

ment Network’s Climate and
Environment Committes,
Prince Rahim Aga Khan has
spearheaded the establish-
ment of environmental stew-
ardship policies and best
practices to address climate
change issues, besides gener-
ously supporting the people
of Pakistan in the wake of
devastating floods of 2022,

The services of the Aga
Khan family for the Mus-
lims of India, the forma-
tion of the All Tndia Mus-
lim League, and the
creation of Pakistan were
also highlighted in the cer-
2 —RT

action against those delay-
ing the future development
of Lahore —RT/Agency

stressed the importanc
of financial self-reliance !
for municipal agencies
He noted that the Pak

istan Peoples Party's | LAHORE: Lahore anti-ter-

1

PTI Leaders Yasmin Rashid, !
Umar Sarfaraz And Others !
Granted Bail Extension In
Four May 9 Cases
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T JACOBABAD. A Joint Tn-
Vyestigation  Team  (JIT), w
3 1 formed to probe arms smug-
S gling to Katcha area (riverine
1 area) dacoits, revealed the in-
1 volvement of the son of a
I Sindh  cabinet  member,
media reported

According to a JIT report
The case wasn't pro- | available with media, Altaf’

election manifesto sup

ots level
and empowering munici
pal agencies, a goal th
Sindh  government is
striving to achieve The
meeting was attended by
Additional Chief Secre-
tary Syed Khalid Hyde
Shah, Finance Secretary,
Special Secretary Ayesha
Mir, Regional Directors

orism court (ATC) has
ranted bail extension to
| Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTI) leaders, Dr. Yasmin
ashid, Umar Sarfaraz
“heema, Tjaz Chaudhry
and  Mian  Mehmoodur
Rasheed in four cases of
May 9

Lahore ATC heard the
ase of PTI leaders’ bails
against four case of May 9
lon Friday.

ceeded further wday due to | Bhayo, the son of Sindh CM

ATC Judge Arshad Javed y adviser
1 Wildlife Babal Khan Bhayao,

being on leave

Court has adjourned the
case hearing until June 12
by providing extension in
bails of PTI leaders

It is pertinent to note
that May 9 cases are regis
tered against accused PTI

on  Forest and
was in contact with the sus-
pects arrested while tr
porting the weapons
Katcha area dacoits.

The JIT’s report revealed
that Altaf Bhayo provided the
mobile van of his father’s se-

o

leaders in Gulberg, Model ! curity protocol to the sus-
Town, and Naseerabad po- I pects

lice stations.

and other relevant offi- Lo w m o - - - - - - - - - -

cials —RT

KCCI Applauds Government
For Granting 'Industry Status'
To Warehouses & Logistics

KARACHI: President of the
Karachi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (KCCI),
Iftikhar Ahmed Sheikh, has
commended the government
for granting mduﬁtr} Stais 10
the warehouses and logistics
sector, a move long advo-
cated h\; the business and in-
dustrial communi

In a statement, ]"residenl
Sheikh noted that this recog-
nition is the result of continu-
ous efforts, particularly high-
lighted in a recent meeting in
Islamabad between Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
a KCCI delegation led by
Vice Chairman of the Busi-
nessmen Group, Haroon Fa-
rooki. Farooki played a cru-
cial role in advocating for
this change across various
platforms to fulfill the busi-
ness community's reasonable
demand.

President Sheikh praised
Prime Minister Sharif's com-
mitment to creating an en-
abling business environment,
noting that such efforts are
steering the country towards
much-needed  economic
progress and  prosperity
amidst inflation and high
costs of doing business

Reflecting on the govem-
ment's dedication to address-

ing business community con-
cems, he expressed hope that
other critical issues raised by
KCCL, especially the high
energy tanffs, would soon be
addressed. He called for
relief in the form of re-
duced electricity and gas
tariffs to promote indus-
trialization, reduce infla-
tion, and boost ex-
ports. —RT

Sindh On High Alert Ahead
Of Anticipated Heavy Rains
And Flooding

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHI: Chief Secretary
Sindh, Syed Asif Hyder
Shah, chaired a crucial meet-
ing at the Sindh Secretariat to
review preparations for the
heavy rains and flooding ex-
pected from July to Septem-
ber. The meeting included
Provincial Ministers Saeed
Ghani and  Makhdoom
Mehboob  Zaman, senior
government officials, and
representatives  from  the
Army, Police, HESCO, and
SEPCO. Divisional, Deputy,
and Assistant Commissioners
participated via video link
Makhdoom  Mehboob

Zaman  highlighted  that
ahove-average rainfall, com-
bined with glacial melt, could
bring 500,000 to 900,000
cusecs of water into the
Indus River. He noted ex-
treme rainfall in Padidan
and Larkana last year and
stated that warchouses in
Karachi, Jamshoro, and
Sukkur are stocked with
emergency supp

Chief Stuc.tar\ Syed
Asif Hyder Shah directed
departments to maintain
contact with the Meteoro-
logical Department and
PDMA and convene Dis-
trict Disaster Management
Authority meetings o pre-

pare flood contingency
plans. He emphasized the
need for an inventory of
emergency resources and
heightened preparedness
due to climate change.

Saced  Ghani an-
nounced the setup of relief
camps at the union council
level and the stocking of
essential supplies in dis-
trict warchouses. He as-
sured funding for WASA
in Hyderabad for cleaning
stormwater drains. The
Secretary of Irmigation
briefed on measures to
protect the LBOD and
manage water flow from
Balochistan

KARACHTI: In a significant
operation, Liaquatabad po-

ce have arrested a man pos-
ing as an officer of a federal
law enforcement institution
in Karachi, media reported
on Friday.

The accused, identified as
Muhammad Owais, was al-
legedly involved in extorting
money by impersonating a
law enforcement officer. Se-
nior Superintendent of Police

Fake Law
Enforcement
Officer Arrested
In Karachi

(SSP) Central Zeeshan Sid-
diqui stated that the accused
used threats and blackmail to
extort money from citi zens

Promptly responding to a
complaint, the police regis-
tered a case and apprehended
the alleged accused. SSP
Central Zeeshan Siddiqui
confirmed the arrest and
stated that a case has been
lodged against the ac-
cused —RT/Agency

Between

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: Tensions
erupted between officials of
Gadap Town and Ibrahim
Hyderi Town in Karachi a:
both parties clashed over the
collection of tax from traders
selling sacrificial animals
ahead of Eid al-Adha. The
dispute escalated when both
towns established tax collec-
tion camps, prompting inter-
vention from local law en-
forcement.

Reports suggest that the
area police intervened and
halted the tax collection ac-
tivities of both towns pend-
ing a resolution, The conflict

i

Tax Collection On
Sacrificial Animals In
Karachi Causes Rifts

Officials

arose when officials from
Ibrahim Hyderi Town pre-
sented a letter purportedly is-
sued by Sindh's Minister for
Local Bodies, Saced Gham,
authorizing them to collect
taxes on sacrificial animals
The situation remains
tense as authorities work
to arbitrate the dispute and
restore order. With Eid al-
Adha festivities approach-
ing, the resolution of this
conflict is of utmost im-
portance to  ensure a
smooth and peaceful cele-
bration for Karachi’s resi-
dents. Stay tuned for fur-
ther updates as  the
situation develops

“The police mobile van
was provided to the smug-
glers on their wish,” the JIT
report added
The JIT also revealed that
Mehboob Bhayo, another rel-
ative of Babal Khan Bhayo,
provided Rs 400,000 to the
suspects to purchase the
weapons
The JIT report said that
one Ishtiag Lashari is the key

in smugeling weapons to the
Katcha area dacoits

Sindh police foiled an at-
tempt to smuggle arms to
Katcha area dacoits and ar-
rested seven individuals in-
cluding three policemen al-
legedly involved in the
offense in Shikarpur on April

Son Of CM's Aide Accused Of
Arms Smuggling

19.

Sindh Inspector General
of Police (1GP) Ghulam Nabi
Memon formed a JIT headed
by Deputy Inspector General
(D1G) Larkana and tasked it
to conduct a thorough inves-
tigation into the matter

The police spokesperson
said that thousands of bullets
and two Kalashnikovs were
recovered from the posses-
sion of the arrested individu-
als during the operation

The spokesperson as-
serted that the consignment
of arms was being smuggled
from Balochistan o
Shikarpur in the police mo-
bile which was assigned to
the security of the CM Ad-
viser —RT

RT/Agency: | o e o i i o L e o o e i i

Lanjar Offers SSU Training To Pathetic
Pakistan Team After Losing To USA

KARACHI: Following Pak-
istan's unexpected defeat
against the Unired States in
the ongoing T20 World Cup
ndh Law Minister
Ziaul Hasan Lanjar has ex-
tended an offer of Special
Security Unir (SSU) training
1o the players.

In a starement 1 the
media, Ziaul Hasan Lanjar

expressed the readiness of

the Sindh government to
provide SSU training to the
Pakistan cricket team play-
ers in the wake of their per-

formance in the T20 World
Cup 2024 He assured that
the government is prepared
to cover the expenses of the
players’ training

The loss to a relatively
new team like USA is un-
doubtedly painful, remarked
the Sindh minister, express-

ing hope that the Green
Shirts will display a com-
mendable performance in
the remaining matches.

In a thrilling encounter at
the T20 World Cup 2024,
the United States stunned
Pakistan in a march decided
by a super over Pakistan,
chasing a targer of 19 runs in
the super over bowled by
Mohammad Amir, fell short,
giving the US team a re-
markable victory at the
Girand Prairie Stadium, Dal-
las —R

Dignified Labor for
Agriculture Workers Key To

Sustainable Development

KARACHI: Employers' as-
sociations play a crucial role
in ensuring strong represen-
tation and promoting decent
working conditions for all
members, emphasized EFP
Secretary  General Syed
Nazar Ali. He made thes.
marks during a capacity-
building session for memb
of the Mehar Agriculture
Employers (Landlords) Asso-
ciation (MAEA), organized
by the Employers Federation
of Pakistan (EFP) with sup-
port from the International
Labour Organization (ILOY),
in Hyderabad.

Syed Nazar Ali high-

lighted the EFP's efforts in F

promoting fundamental prin-
ciples and rights at work
(FPRW) to safeguard work-
ers' rights, enhance business
sustainability, and foster sus-
tainable economic develop-

ment, He underscored the ur-

gent need for a strong voice

the informal agriculture sec-
tor in international forums
and mentioned how EFP
serves as a valuable network-
ing tool, facilitating connec-

- tions and collaborations.

Additionally, participants
were briefed on the legal and
advisory services provided

- by EFP to help members

comply with regulations and
improve industrial relations
Qaz Wajid Mahesar, Presi-
dent of the Mehar Agriculture
Employers (Landlords) A

ciation (MAEA), expre:

gratitude to the Emplo}us
ederation of Pakistan and the
International Labour Organi-
zation for bringing interna-
tional attention to the signifi-
cance of
emplayer-represented organi-
zations in Sindh, especially
for small-scale farmers. He

to improve the visibility of

praised EFP's efforts in ad-
vancing fair employment con-
ditions to support business
sustainability.

Mahesar highlighted the
financial challenges faced by
small landowners and empha-
sized that empowering em-
plovers would benefit work-
ers and create a robust system
to boost the economic condi-
tion and eradicate unaccept-
able forms of work. He ex-
plained that strengthening
agricultural associations
would enable them to have a
collective voice and generate
social justice for all workers,

During the session, partic-
ipants shared their perspec-
tives on improving working
conditions in the informal
agriculture sector. They brain-
stormed ideas and urged EFP
to assist them in advocating

for supportive legislation to
address these issues —RT
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n a stunning upset that has left Pakistani cricket
fans in shock, Babar Azam's team managed to
find a new way to embarrass themselves and
the nation by losing to World Cup debutants,
the USA. This historic low, even by Pakistan’s de-
plorable standards, e\emplmee the catastrophic
consequences of favoritism within the team.

The match in Dallas was a spectacle of missed
opportunities and poor performance. Pakistan's top
with the team reduced to 26-
3 inside five overs, thanks to a disciplined bowling
attack led by the USA’s Nosthush Kenjige and
Saurabh Netravalkar. Despite a brief recovery by
Babar Azam and Shadab Khan, who put on a 72-
run partnership, the Green Shirts never managed to
dominate the game.

order crumbled early,

A New Low for Pakistan Cricket

The USA, having set a modest target of 159-7,
leveled the score to push the game into a super over,
a scenario in which Pakistan's weaknesses were

REGISNAL TIMES:!

brutally exposed. Naseem Shah’s early break-
through proved futile as the US batsmen, particu-
larly Andries Gous and Monank Patel, comfortably
kept the scoreboard ticking, showcasing a calm and
calculated approach that was glaringly absent in the
Pakistani camp.

In the super over, the USA set a challenging 19-
run target, which Pakistan failed to chase. manag-

defeats.

ing only 13 runs. This defeat is not just a statistical
embarrassment but a testament to the deep-rooted
issues plaguing Pakistani cricket. Favoritism and
poor selection policies continue to overshadow
merit and performance, leading to such humiliating

The Pakistani cricket management must intro-
spect and address these systemic flaws. The team’s
loss to the USA, a nation with significantly less
cricketing history and infrastructure, underscores
the urgent need for reform, Embracing meritocracy
over favoritism could prevent such historic lows
and restore pride in Pakistani cricket. Until then, the

nation can only hope for a day when talent and per-

politics.

formance dictate team selection, not favoritism and
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DC Tando Allahyar Muhammad
Ibrahim Almani Overviews
Progress Of Development Projects

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR
Deputy Commissioner Tando
Allahyar, Muhammad

Ibrahim Almani, chaired a
meeting at his office regard-
ing ongeing development
schemes across the district
The meeting was attended by
Chairman Municipal Com-
mittes Tando Allah )
Samar Abbas Rizvi, As
Commissioner Tando Allah-
var Fahim Shakir, officials
from the Public Health Engi-
neering, Highway, Local
Government, Anti-Encroach-
ment Force, and other rele-
vani  departments.  The
Deputy Commissioner in-
structed officials of relevant
departments 1o expedite the
completion of ongoing devel-
opment schemes across the
district. He directed officials
of the WAPDA deparment 1o
immediarely remove electric-

ity poles around the newly
constructed roads to facilitate
the timely completion of

schemes Muhammad
Thrahim Almani directed all
relevant departmental offi-
cials to fulfill their duties re-
garding development
schemes. In this regard, no
negligence will be wlerated,
and action will be taken
against negligent officers,
Later, Deputy Commissioner
Tando Allahyar, Muhammad
Ibrahim Almani, chaired a
meeting at his office regard-
ing the anti-polio campaign.

The meeting was a:lmded by
Assistant  Commissioner
Tando  Allahyar  Fahim
Shakir, District Health Offi-
cer Dr. Ameen Bharti, offi-
cials from the Health Depart-
ment, WHO, and
representatives from various
NGOs. They i the

Shadi Palli
Woman Fights
For Justice And

Fears Son’s Safety
W

By Bachal

need for collective teamwork
1o eradicate the polio disease
from society. They instructed
all officers 10 raise awareness
among the general public
about the polio disease so
that they can vaccinate their
children against polic.

DEO TMK Haji Abdul Wahab
Nizamani Chalrs Meeting For
Academlc Year 2024- 25

By Abdul By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Under the supervi-
sion of District Education
Officer Haji Abdul Wahab
Nizamani, an educational
session was held for the aca-
demic year 2024-25. The
meeting was attended by ed-
ucation department officials.
delegations from various or-
ganizations, and local lead-
ers. After lengthy consulta-
tions, a joint statement was
issued by District Education
Officers Haji Abdul Wahab
Nizamani, Umar Daraz
Khan, Syed Amjad Hussain
Shah, PTA leader Haji Shafiq
Muhammad Sathio, Arif
Qureshi, APCa District Pres-
ident Munir Ahmed Bhatti
and others. It was stated that
a special enrollment cam-
paign would be launched in
Tande Muhammad Khan to

enroll thousands of children,
especially girls, in schools.
Renovation of existing build-
ings will be undertaken, and
every possible resource will
be provided to improve the
quality of education
Teachers will be trained
to meet the demands of mod-
em education. Additionally, it

was emphasized in the meeat-
ing that Tando Muhammad
Khan is quite satisfied with
the educational progress, and
efforts will be made collec-
tively with the help of com-
political, and social
i tions to make the en-
rollment campaign success-
ful.

Deputy Director Social
Welfare Dept Shafiq Ahmed
Mahesar Leads Meeting

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The Deputy
Director  Social Welfare
Larkana, Shafiq Ahmed
Mahesar chaired a meeting
which was attended by the
Assistant Social Welfare
Officer Syed lhsan Al
Shah, Focal Person NGOs
Fida Hussain Jalbani, Pres-
ident of Youth Empower-
ment Social Welfare Orga-
nization Hathiyo
Saleemullah Solangi, Gen-
eral Secretary Athar Al

Sangi and Finance Secre-
tary Muhammad Ali. Dur-
ing the meeting, various is-
sues and activities of the
year 24-2023 were dis-
cussed, focusing on the
concerns  expressed by
Deputy Director regarding
the professionalism in the
department's  functioning
and the need for practical
action plans. 1t was empha-
sized that the enthusiasm
and passion within the or-
gamzation reflect positively
on future planning in the

Social Welfare Department.
The progress made by the
Empowerment Social Wel-
fare Organization over the
years was acknowledged,
highlighting the organiza-
tion's steps in step with ad-
ministrative guidance and
capacity building The Pres-
ident of the Empowerment
Social Welfare Organization
thanked the Deputy Direc-
tor for his cooperation and
assured complete coopera-
tion for the welfare of the
peaple,

UMERKOT Shabana,
wife of Ghulam Hyder
Roonjho and a resident of
Shadi Pali Ward No-2,
took to the streets on Fri-
day. demanding justice and
protection for her son
amidst troubling accusa-
tions.  Addressing  the
media, Shabana recounted
the ordeal her family has
endured at the hands of an
influential individual
named Babu Hingoro.
According to Shabana,
Babu Hingoro allegedly
approached her son, urging
him to visit his residence
and establish a friendship
When her son declined the
offer, Babu Hingoro pur-
portedly fabricated accusa-
tions of theft against him
Despite her son's inno-
cence, confirmed by a Jirga

attended by local digni-
taries, the t pes
sisted, leaving her fami
in a state of distress and in-
security.

Shabana fervently ap-
pealed to higher authorities
te intervene and address
the injustice inflicted upon
her son. She emphasized
the urgent need for protec-
tion to ensure the safety
and well-being of her fam-
ily amid the relentless ha-
rassment they have en-
dured.

The plea of Shabana
echoes the broader struggle
for justice and security
faced by marginalized
communities, underscoring
the imperative for swift
and decisive action to up-
hold the rights and dignity
of all individuals, irrespec-
tive of their social stand-
ing

Larkana Woman
Takes Shelter At
Police Station Amid
Intense Marital Strife

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The
Larkana city police sta-
tion became an unex-
pected refuge for a mar-
ried woman, Samia,
wife of Ghulam Ali Di-
nari, as she sought sanc-
tuary from alleged op-
pression inflicted by her
husband. The case has
bheen promptly trans-
ferred to the Women's
Police Station for thor-
ough tigation and
mtervention.

Samia, a resident of
Larkana city's colony,
took the courageous
step to seek refuge at
her Walid Police Sta-
tion, citing years of mis-
treatment and oppres-
sion at the hands of her
husband, Ghulam Ali
Dinari. Her decision to
break free from the
shackles of her marital
ordeal underscores the
gravity of the situation
and her resolve to seek
justice

Authorities revealed
that Samia's plea for
shelter at the police sta-
tion serves as a poignant
reminder of the urgent
need to address issues of
domestic abuse and pro-
vide support to victims.
Her case will now un-
dergo thorough scrutiny
at the Women's Police
Station, where efforts
will be made to ensure
her safety and well-
being while pursuing
legzal recourse.

As Samia's journey
towards justice unfolds,
her brave act of seeking
refuge at the police sta-
tion highlights the im-
portance of providing
avenues for individuals
to escape abusive situa-
tions and access the sup-

port they desperately
need

The community
watches  with  bated

breath as authorities
work towards delivering
a just and equitable res-
olution to her plight

DC Shaheed Benazirabad Shahryar
Gul Memon Engages With Workers
To Address Their Issues

By Zeeshan Soomro

SAKRAND: In a proactive
move to address the pressing
concerns of the citizens,
Deputy Commissioner
Shahryar Gul Memon con-
vened a meeting in the es-
teemed Darbar Hall, where
he attentively listened o the
grievances of various resi-
dents of the city.

During the session, atten-
dees candidly voicad their
apprehensions regarding the
scarcity of funds, persistent
electricity shortages, delays
in certificate issuance, and a
spectrum of other lingering
issues. Urging swift action,
they submitted formal re-
quests to the Deputy Com-

r for diate in-

tervention

Tn a heartening display of
responsiveness, Deputy
Commissioner Memon took
prompt steps to redress some
of the grievances right on the
spot, extending his gratitude
to the citizens for their con-
structive engagement, Em-
phasizing the paramount im-
portance of public welfare,
he reiterated his unwavering
commitment 1o prioritizing
the resolution of community
concerns, stressing that the
alleviation of hardships faced
by the populace remains a
pivotal focus.

In a bid 10 foster continu-
ous dialogue and ensure on-
going accessibility, it was an-
nounced that weekly public
25 will heneeforth be

held at the DC office’s Dar-
bar Hall every Monday
through Thursday, from 12
PM to 2 PM, providing a
dedicated platform for citi-
zens 10 voice their concems
directly. Furthermore,
Deputy Commissioner
Memon underscored that di-
rectives have been issued to
district officers, mandating
them to expedite the resolu-
tion of public issues in accor-
dance with their urgency.

The proactive stance
taken by Deputy Commis-
sioner Shahrvar Gul Memon
reflects a commitment to
transparent governance and
citizen-centric  administra-
tion, instilling hope and con-
fidence in the community's
collective future

Unidentified Men Steal
Mangoes As Economic
Situation Worsens In Kunri

By MM Faisal

KUNRL: The tranquil sur-
roundings of Kunri were dis-

rupted by a brazen act of [

theft as unidentified individ-

uals illegally felled over ten {5

valuable mango trees from an

orchard situated on the prop- £

erty of esteemed landowner
Ramzan Memon. The inc

dent, ﬂlSCD\:EIEd in the mom-
t farmers_ has

sent shncl\v\.m es through the |

local community.
Ramzan Memon, a
prominent figure from Goth

Rasoolabad near Kunri, was |4
left dismayed upon leaming &

of the unlawful destruction of
his mango orchard. Promptly
informed of the incident by
concerned farmers, Memon
wasted no time in alerting the
authorities, prompting the
swift arrival of the Kunri po-

lice.Law enforcement offi-
cers have commenced a thor-
ough investigation into the

arrests have been made in
connection with the incident
The brazen nature of the
theft, coupled with the signif-
icant loss incurred by the de-
struction of the valuable
mango trees, has left the
COMIMuMIty r As the

vestigation unfolds, residents

of Kunri remain on edge,
hopeful for swift justice and
the apprehension of those re-
sponsible for this egregious
act of theft The incident
serves as a stark reminder of
the importance of vigilance
and community cooperation
in safeguar against such
criminal activities.

Talhar Youth Dies After Falling Off A

TALHAR: A devastating
accident near the livestock
market on Badin Road, Hy-
derabad, has claimed the life
of a 22-year-old resident, Ali
Nawaz Chohan, who tragi-
cally fell from a speeding van
belonging to Tando Muham-
mad Khan. The young man,
who was en route to another
city for work, succumbed to
his injuries sustained in the
fall.

Emergency BETVICES
rushed to the scene to pro-

Moving Van

vide medical assistance, but
despite their efforts, Al
Nawaz Chohan could not be
saved. His body was trans-
ferred to Talhar Hospital,
where necessary legal proce-
dures were carried out before
authorities took custody.

The van driver, identified
as Bhagwan Das, fled the
seene following the accident
However, law enforcement
agencies have since appre-
hended the driver and taken
custody of the van for further

investigation.

The incident serves as a
somber reminder of the dan-
wers associated with traveling
on public roads and the im-
portance of adhering to
safety precautions. As the
community moums the un-
timely loss of Al Nawaz
Chohan, authonties continue
their efforts to ascertain the
circumstances surrounding
the tragic accident and ensure
accountability for those in-
volved
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Shaheen Shah
Afridi nominated

for ICC's

'Player of

the Month' award

DUBALI: The Intemational
Cricket Council (ICC) has
unveiled the nominees for
the "Player of the Month"
award for May, with Pak-
istan's fast bowler Shaheen
Shah Afridi among the con-
tenders

The ICC has shortlisted
three players for the presti-
gious award  Alongside
Afridi, West Indies spinner
Gudakesh Motie and Ire-
land's wicketkeeper-batter
Lorcan Tucker are also in the

's inclusion in the
list comes on the back of an
impressive performance in
May. Thl. left-arm  pacer
claimed 10 wickets while
playing T20 matches at an
average of 145, showcasing
his  exceptional  form
throughout the month.
Pakistan will need Afridi
to perform in the crucial
match against India on Sun-
day, which has become even

more important after the
Green Shirts suffered a
shocking defeat against the
Usa

The weather forecast in
New York suggests partly
sunny skies with a chance of
a shower or thunderstorm in
spots. Conditions will be
breezy, with winds from the
west at 24 km'h and gusts
reaching up o 30 kim'h. Pre-
cipitation is expected to be
minimal, with only 0.5 mm
of rain

Humidity will be at
44%, with 69% cloud cover
and a dew point of 12°C
The probability of precipi-
tation is 40%, and visibility
is expected to be around 9
k.

In some good news for
Pakistan, all-rounder Imad
Wasim has made a success-
ful recovery from a side
strain injury and is set to
play in the match against
India.—Agency

Canada captain takes a dig
at Pakistan over shock
USA defeat

DALLAS: Canada's captain
Saad Bin Zafar took a dig at
the Pakistan team followi
their shocking defeat in the
ICC Men's T20 World Cup

2024 campaign opener
against co-host United States
of America (USA).

Pakistan-based cricketer
Saad, who has been given the
leadership role of the inexpe-
rienced Canadian side, stated
that he aims to do against lre-
land what the USA did 10
Pakistan

"We wouldve bowled
first as well. If we can pur de-
cent runs on the board, will
not be easy w change. It's al-
ways good 10 see an associ-
ate country to beat a full
member country," stated
Saad Bin Zafar a1 the toss
against Ireland

"Hopefully what USA did
1o Pakistan, we can do to Ire-
land. If you play your A
game on the day, you can
beat anyone," he added

he Pakistan men's
cricket team on Thursday,
stooped to a new low as the
former champions  suc-
cumbed to an upset five-run
defeat against the USA after
an enthralling match which

was decided in the Super
Orwer.

Pakistan captain Babar
Azam entrusted senior pacer
Mohammad Amir 10 bowl
the Super Over However, the
left-arm pacer struggled to
maintain his line and length
and went on to concede 13
runs.

Amir bowled three wides
in the over while poor field-
ing and overthrows saw the
Green Shirts leaking away
mofe rns.

Set to chase 19 in the
one-over eliminator, Iftikhar
Ahmed and Fakhar Zaman
came out to bar for Pakistan
while Saurabh Netravalkar
was given the ball for the
USA

The right-handed barter
played out a dor on the first
delivery but hit Netravalkar
for a four on the next deliv-
ery

The boundary put the
left-arm pacer under im-
mense pressure as he
bowled a wide on the next
delivery. However, Ne-
travalkar was soon to recol-
lect himself and dismissed
Iftikhar Ahmed on the next
delivery —Agency

Face of the Day

T20 World Cup 2024: Inexperienced
Canada register 12-run win

NEW YORK: Inexperienced

Canada registered a 12-run
victory against lreland in the
13th match of the ongoing
T20 World Cup 2024 at the
Nassau County International
Cricket Stadium, New York
on Friday.

The Canadians had a poor
start as the Irish bowlers
dominated the first innings
and removed their top order
in the first nine overs for just
53 runs.

It looked like vet an-
other low-scoring en-
counter in New York but
Nicholas Kirton and
Shreyas Movva saved

against

Ireland

them.
The two batters com-
bined for a crucial 75-

run partnership which
steered Canada to a de-

fendable total. Kirton

played a commendable
knock, missing out on
his well-deserving half-
century by just one run
as he got out after scor-
ing 49 runs on 35 balls.

However, Movva re-
mained on the wicket
till the last ball and
helped his team con-
clude their innings at
137-7.

Far Ireland, Craig
Young and Barry Mc-

| Carthy took two wickets

each while Gareth De-
lany and Mark Adair
managed to get one
each. —Agency

Lionel Messi reveals greatest football
team and it's not Inter Miami

Argentine international
Lionel Messi revealed
the name of the greatest
football team and sur-
prisingly it is not David
Beckham's Inter Miami,
of which the 36-year-old
is currently part of

The Inter  Miami
striker has climbed up
the ladder of becoming
one of the greatest during
his stay at the Major
League Soccer (MLS)
During his 15 appear-
ances, the Argentine
World Cup winner netted
14 times in all competi-
tions.

Now, Lionel Messi is
gearing up to appear at
the Copa America, aim-

ing to secure anullu,r tro-
phy for his country
While revealing the
name of the best foothall
team, the eight-time Bal-
lon d'Or winner told In-
fobae: "The best team is
Real Madrid. If vou zo
by results, Real Madrid is
the best.”
He added: "If you go

by level of the play, 1
think Pep Guardiola's
Manchester City are the
best.

Messi plaved in
Barcelona when Pep
Guardiola was managing
the Spanish football club
between 2008 and 2012,

Messi praised his for-
mer manager when Man-

chester City won their
historic titles of the
Champions League and
Premier League.

Man City won its
fourth consecutive Pre-
mier League title in May
under Guardiola

He told Titan Sports:
"[Guardiola's] the best
coach in the world al-
though, for me, he didn't
have to win this Champi-
ons League to prove it,
but [it is] an achieve-
ment he deserves.”

Real  Madrid  last
month won their record
15th Champions League
title after defeating
Borussia Dortmund  at
Wembley. —Agency

PAK vs USA: Mohammad Hafeez
questions Pakistan's Super Over

LAHORE: Former Pak-
istan captain Mohammad
Hafeez estioned the
Green Super Over
strateg! against  the
United States (USA) in
their first match of the
20 World Cup 2024
which was played at the
Grand Prairie Stadium,
Dallas, on Thursday
Pakistan's Mohammad
Amir took the ball in the
Super Over and the USA
concluded their innings
18-1 in reply, Pakistan
could only score 13-1
and ended up losing the
match by five runs,
Talking to local media
channel after the match,
Hafeez expressed unhap-
piness with Amir bowling
the last over, saying it
should have been Sha-
heen Afridi or Naseem
Shah as both have been
playing cricket for a long

botched

time while this
Amir's first international
tournament afier return-
ing to cricket

"Who was the best
bowler? For me, it would
be Naseem Shah and then
Shaheen Shah Afridi.
Amir was away from
Pakistan cricket for four
years. Don't try to com-
pare international T20

was

leagues to international

strategy

cricket. You didn't trust
vour main playver and
trusted someone who is
making a comeback after
four years," Hafeez said.

The former cricketer
also slammed the team
for not being able to keep
their nerves together and
lost to a team with not
much international expe-

rience as Pakistan

"How did Pakistan
lose not one, but two
matches in a day? First,
we lost the 20-over game
and then the super over
‘We understand you were
nervous. It was a nervous
batting innings, it was
nervous  bowling  and
fielding. 1 understand it
in the 20-over game. But
you couldn’t control your
nerves in a Super Over?"
he concluded.

Pakistan now play
arch-rivals India next on
June 9 in New York,
should they suffer another
defeat, their chances of
qualifying for the World
Cup Super 8 would be lit-
tle to one. On the other
hand, the USA have now
two wins in two matches
and they are in a strong
position 1o make way to
the last eight — Agency

Boom Boom calls Pakistani
strategy in Super Over a
major 'blunder' against US

KARACHL Former cricket
captain Shahid Afridi called
Pakistan's shocking defeat at
the hands of the United
States Thursday during their
maiden game of the T20
World Cup 2024 a major
blunder.

The Green Shirts lost dur-
ing the Super Over by five
runs after they were provided
a target of 19 runs at the
Grand Prairie Stadium, Dal-
las.

While speaking on his
YouTube channel Friday, the
47-year-old Afridi said
“They made a huge mistake
by opting for Iftikhar instead
of Fakhar to play the first
ball of the Super Over. The
left-arm fast bowler would
have suited Fakhar because
of the angle of the bowding"

"I don't know who told
lﬁ]khal to face the lefi-
armer," Afridi said

Afridi was also unhappy
with the way Mohammad
Amir bowled in the super
over of the match.

"Mohammad Amir
bowled really well during the
match and I thought that they
will go within the Super
Over as well. But he con-
ceded a lot of extras in the
Super Over which also didn't
help Pakistan's cause. He is
experienced and knows how
to bowd vorkers. The ball was
reversing as well which is

L 4

why I think he shouldn't have
given away so many runs,”
the former captain added.
Pakistan had posted a
1 60-run target while batting
first which the US managed
ta level on the last ball of the
last over as they concluded
their innings at 159-3.

At the post-match presen-
tation, Babar said that they
failed to score with intent in
powerplay.

"In the first six overs, we
didn't capitalise. Back-to-
back wickets always put you
on the back foot, as a batter
you need to step up and
build partnerships.” he said.

Babar mentioned that the
same case was with the ball
while stressing that spinners
were unable to take wickets.

"We were not up to the
mark in the first 6 overs
with the ball. Cur -pmntr~
also did not take wickets in
the middle overs 50 these
things cost ws." he
added. —Agency

Wasim Akram lambasts
Pakistan over "pathetic

DAI [ AS: Legendary pacer
fasim Akram termed Pak-
performance  “pa-

a shock loss in their ICC
Men's T20 World Cup 2024
campaign opener against the
United States of America
{USA)

Akram, while speaking to
an Indian channel, did not
mince his words in crificising
the national team's perform-
ance before praising the as-
sociate nation for playing
well in tense situations,

"Pathetic performance
They were playing against
the USA_ 1 was confident,
that Pakistani supporters
were confident thar they
would win but credit to the
USA for the way they played
their crick tated Akram.

"The first innings, the
second mmnu Wi []1E\
came out 1o chase and then of

course the Super Owver |

performance' against USA

mean 19 runs in Super Chvers
is like getting 36 runs in an
over. So well done USA," he
added.

Akram also predicted that
the Babar Azam-led Pakistan
would struggle to qualify for
the Super 3s, given the cur-
rent situation of Group A

"Pakistan will struggle
from here onwards 1o qualify
for the Super 8s because they
have to play India and two
other good teams 100."

Wasim Akram also high-
lighted the turning point of
the martch before pointing out
the errors, the national team
made.

"1 think trning point of
the game. .. was the way they
got early wickets. They had
one linle parmership between
Shadab and Babar and then
nobody looked comfortable.
The fielding was average,

erage by Pakistan — Agency
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Jennifer Aniston
recalls a world with
no social media

When Friends premi
there was no social media,
Jennifer Aniston says, which
helped the cast to remain
aloof from the negativity.

Sh g her views on
Variety's Actors on Actors,
the Emmy winner said the
absence of these platforms
made the cast forge a
closer bond as they did not
pay attention to outside
chatters.

"It was in the '%0s and
2000s, and we had the Jux-
ury of there not being so-
cial media or the internet,
50 we were so isolated and
protected,” she said.

“You weren't faced with

., what pwpl\. are comment-

ing and ripping you apart
vhat It was a

t continued, "It
nostalgic,” not-
ing, "It was really an inno-
cent time, where we could
roam about the world a lot
easier.”
"Even thought it be-
came a big thing, we were
able to be together and
support. But again, there
weren't phones. It's not like
hundreds of screens telling
you what it is.”

Aired in 1994, Friends'
30th anniversary will be
falling on Sept 22

Jennifer Lopez's path to rebulld‘ her
brand laid bare

build her brand if she focuses
on "picking quality projects”
after her movie Atlas was
slammed by critics.

Lopez seems to be going
through tough times as her
marriage with Ben Affleck is
rumored to be on the rocks.
At the same time, the On The
Floor hitmaker has to cancel
her upcoming summer tour

Jennifer Lopez can re-

and her residency may suffer
the same fate.

Taking to her website On
the JLo, Lopez informed fans
she was "heartsick” to cancel
the tour and wouldn't have
done it if it wasn 't "absolutely
necessary."

PR expert Enic Schiffer

has shared his views on how

the Maid in Manhattan star
can rebuild her brand

"Jennifer Lopez's tour
cancellation lit the torch of
war with fans and gives crit-
ics a blowout of oil to spray
onto the inferno engulfing
her brand reputation. To win
back parts of the public she
has lost, she needs to focus
on picking quality projects
authentic to her and say no to
anything that doesn't meet
that standard,” he told The

Mirror.

"She should engage with
younger Gen Z audiences
through social content that
connects and invest more
time in meaningful philan-
thropic causes. These strate-
gic moves can turn things
around for J-Lo and help
her rebuild her brand bigger
and more relevant than
ever," he added
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Influential Figure Forces Married
TMK Woman To Wed His Son

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Ghulam Rasool
Mallah, a resident of Allah
Wa.rayn will
fiance on Friday, leading a
protest demonstration against
the alleged abduction of his
wife. With fervor in his
voice, he addressed the gath-
ered media, recounting the
distressing events that had
unfolded. According to Mal-
lah, an influential figure in
the locality, Akbar Mallah,
aided by his associates,
forcibly took away his wife,
Mehboobzadi. The situation
took a darker turn when Mal-
lah disclosed that Akbar Mal-

h had orchestrated a forc
marriage between
Mehboobzadi and his own
son, Tufail Mallah, despite
Mehboobzadi already being
married. Mallah's anguish
was palpable as he described
the threats and intimidation
he faced from the perpetra-
tors, who seemed determined
to silence any opposition to
their actions. courage

and  determination, the

protesting man called upon
the authorities to take swift
he safe

action, demandi
return of his
protesting man said if jus
is not swiftly delivered, he
vowed to escalate his protest,
taking his cause to wider
platforms. The scene painted
a poignant picture of a man
grappling with injustice,
standing resolute against
powerful forces. Mallah's cry
for justice resonated not only
with those present but also
with the wider community,
sparking a conversation
about the prevalence of such
crimes and the urgent need
for action

Sindh Human Rights
Defenders Network Promotes
Awareness Of Human nghts

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR
Sindh Human Rights De-
fenders Network orzanized a
seminar in Sindh to address
the situation of human rights
and the role of media, civil
society, bar associations,
lawyers, and courts and na-
tional commissions. The
seminar demanded the pro-
tection of human rights, chil-
dren's rights, labor rights,
housing rights, refugees, reli-
gious minorities, transgender
nghts, and the protection of
citizens' rights. It emphasized
that those who protect human
rights in the province are
themselves not safe, so their
protection is also demanded.
It was also highlighted that in
the state, journalists are
working under risk, and
those who work for human
rights are targeted, with no-
table examples like Nasrullah
Gadani, Jan Muhammad
Mahar, and many athers who
have been killed since 2002,
with 23 being killed so far,
and their families have not
received justice. If journalists
are not safe in Sindh, how
can an ordinary person he
safe? The Sindh Commission
for Journalists' Protection, es-
tablished for their protection,
isinactive. The Sindh Human
Rights Defenders Network's
Director Advocate Ali Palh
that Karachi witnessed 71
citizens being killed last year
due to mugging resistance
On the other hand, in North
Sindh, dacoits are making
life difficult for citizens. The
situation in Sindh is such that
Jjournalists are working under
threars, and those who work

Journalists have been killed,
and the conditions of human
rights in the province are
alarming. He emphasized the
need for protecting the rights
of women, addressing unJusl
court decisions, and e
the protection of jourr
and lawyers. The role of
Karachi Bar Association was
appreciated for organizing
the program, aiming to unite
defenders, lawyers, and
media for human protection.
The Director of the Sindh
Human Rights Defenders
Network advocated for ad-
dressing the situation of
human rights and defenders’
pmlecﬂnn Furthermore, they
emphasized the need for
strong  evidence of real
democracy in Pakistan, as

quently but democracy is
weakening, as evident by
Form 47, They highlighted
the necessity of real democ-
racy for the protection of
human rights. On the occa-
sion,  Advocate Akhtiar
Channa, Chairman of human
Rights Committee of Karachi
Bar  Association  Zahid
Soomro, Chairman of Crimi-
nal Law committee Abdul
Qadir Soomro, Avaz Solangi,
Member of Karachi Bar As-
sociation  Hasina, PFF's
Saeed BAloch, Zulfigar
Halipoto, Advocate Tanvit
Shar baloch, Coordinator of
Transgender Rights Saima
and others also addressed
about the human rights and
stressed the need of imple-
menting the laws in this re-

for human rights are targeted. elections are happening fre- pard.

Khadro Notables
Demand Investigation
Over Skyrocketing
Medicine Prices

By Akhtar Marri

KHADRO: Social activist
Dr. Ashok Kumar Paremlani
and Dr. Dhani Bux Marri
staged a protest demonstra-

tion against the unjustified
increase in the prices of med-
icines in the district. The pro-
testers voiced their concems
aver the exorbitant rise in
medicine prices, which has
made essential drugs inac-
cessible to many, putting
lives at risk. The protest saw
passionate slogans and fer-
vent appeals for the protec-
tion of human lives amidst
the backdrop of soaring med-
icine costs. Dr. Ashok Kumar
Paremlani lamented the steep
hike in prices, particularly
emphasizing the impact on
the marginalized segments of

society. He highlighted the
plight of patients who rely on
medications for conditions
such as diabetes and heart
diseases, stressing that the
escalating prices dispropor-
tionately affect the poor. The
activists directed their de-
mands towards the Sindh
Government, urging immedi-
ate action to address the
issue. They called for strin-
gent measures to regulate
medicine prices, ensuring af-
fordability for all. Dr. Ashok
Kumar Paremlani empha-
sized that accessibility to es-
sential medicines is para-
mount for saving lives and
proposed that the govern-
ment intervene to stabilize
prices, making medications
more accessible to the gen-
eral public.

Larkana’s Abro
Community Clash Leaves
Youth Injured By Gunshot

By Saleem Scomro

LARKANA: Tensions esca-
lated in Shikarpur as a clash
erupted between two rival
wroups within the Abro com-
munity, resulting in 19- -year-
old Meesam Abbas Ganio
Abro sustaining serious in-
juries wounded youth
was swiftly transported to
the emergency ward of CMC
Hospital to receive urgent
medical attention.

At the scene of the alter-
cation, Meesam  Abbas
Ganio Abro's brother, Akbar
Ganio, leveled accusations
against individuals identified
as Mehtab, Zubair, Mansab,
and others, alleging their in-
volvement in the violent in-
cident. According to Akbar
Ganio, the  altercation
stemmed from a previous
dispute with the accused par-
ties, who  pumportedly

launched a late-night attack
near their residence, firing
shots that resulted in his
brother's injuries

The  injured  youth,
Meesam Abbas Ganio Abro,
wias subsequently transferred
to Chandka Hospital in
Larkana for further medical
treatment as authorities initi-
ate investigations into the
circumstances surrounding
the clash.

The incident underscores
the urgent need for de-esca-
lation efforts and conflict
resalution mechanisms
within communities. as au-
thorities work to ensure jus-
tice and restore peace amidst
heightened tensions, As in-
vestigations proceed, the in-
jured youth's family awaits
updates on his condition,
hopeful for a swift recovery
amidst the tumultuous after-
math of the clash

Notorious Criminal
Finally Taken Out By
Daulatpur Police

By Aijaz Jokhio

DAULATPUR: A dramatic
encounter unfolded near
Kathia Mor as Daulatpur Po-
lice engaged in a shootout
with a notorious criminal,
Yasir Jat, resulting in his faral
demise on Friday. According
to SHO Wasim Mirza, the
police, in an amempt to ap-
prehend the individuals re-
ponsible, encountered re-

PRCS Empowers Deserving Youths In
Dadu With Distribution Of 35 Loaders

By Javed Laghari

DADU: On orders of the
PRCS Chairman  Shahid
Ahmed Laghari a signifi-
cant number of loaders was

distributed to those in dire |

need on Friday Over 35
loaders were provided in
various union councils of

the district, with Secretary g
PRCS Abdullah

General
Khan, Secretary Sindh
Branch Kanwar Wassim
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Samiullah
Wagan, Kamran Kashif
from IFRC, Dr. Asfar, Sec-
retary PRCS Relief Branch
Mehmood Bakhsh Babar,
Audit Officer Aqeel Jokhio
Zain-ul-Arifeen, Kamran
Korai, Farhan Cureshi,
Sanam Bhutto, Engineer
Irfan Bhutto and representa-
tives of Pakistan Red Cres-
cent Society actively partic-
ipating in the event. The

program was overseen by
Saif Jamali, the Head of
PRCS' Livelihood Program
addressed the gathering and
emphasized the significance
of such initiatives in allevi-
ating unemployment and fa-
cilitating livelihood oppor-
tunities for the youth. The
purpose behind the distribu-
tion of loaders was to pro-
vide employment opportu-
nities  and  facilitate

self-employment for the
youth, enabling them to
support their families with
ease. Furthermore, the dis-
tribution events took place
in various locations, includ-
ing Larkana, Kamber-Shah-
dadkot, Khairpur, Shikarpur
and the final event in Jaf-
farabad district of Balochis-
tan, with the aim of reach-
ing out to those in need
across different regions.

-Can you believe this?
Keti Bandar Mother Fatally
Stabs Six-Month-Old Daughter

By Sajid Ali Janyaro

KETI BANDAR: A har-
rowing incident has shaken
the community near the
Baghan police station limits
of Keti Bandar, where a
mother tragically took the
life of her six-month-old
daughter. Zahida, the wife
of Ilyas Dal, wielded a
knife to perpetrate the
heinous act, fatally stabbing
her infant daughter, Re-
hana, near Saddar Bridge in
the Baghan are

The horrifying erime
was unveiled when authori-
ties at Keti Bandar police

station received distressing
information regarding the
incident. Swiftly respond-
ing to the call, SHO Keti
Bandar, Sain Dino Buriro,
arrived at the scene. He
took custody of the infant’s
body and arranged for its
transfer to Makli Civil Hos-
pital for a postmortem ex-
amination.

Both Zahida Mallah and
her husband, Ilyas Dal,
were apprehended by law
enforcement officials in
connection with the griev-
ous crime. Upon interroga-
tion, Zahida reportedly con-
fessed 1o the murder,

shedding light on the
somber circumstances sur-
rounding the tragic event

SHO Keti Bandar re-
vealed that investigations
are currently underway to
unravel the motive behind
this heartbreaking act and
delve deeper into the cir-
cumstances leading to the
untimely demise of the in-
nocent child

The community of Keti
Bandar is reeling from
shock and grief over the
loss of a young life, as au-
thorities strive to navigate
through the complexities of

this distressing case,

sistance when they were
fired upon by the suspects.
The police, acting in self-
defense, retaliated, leading to
a fierce exchange of gunfire
thar ultimately culminated in
the death of Yasir Jat. Further
investigations into the inci-
dent revealed that Jat had a
history of involvement in se-
rious criminal activities, in-
cluding theft and robbery

The shootout underscores
the dangers faced by law en-
forcement officers in their
tireless efforts 10 uphold law
and order in communities
plagued by criminal ele-
ments. The swift and deci-
sive action taken by the
Daulatpur Police serves as a
testament to their commit-
ment to ensuring the safery
and security of residents

As investigations into the
incident continue, authorities
remain vigilant in their pur-
suit of justice, determined 1o
bring all accountable individ-
uals to book. The demise of
Yasir Jat serves as a signifi-
cant blow to criminal opera-
tions in the region, signaling
a resolute stance against
criminality and a commit-
ment 1o maintaining peace
and order

Hyderabad

Police Seize

Journalists' Mobile
Phones And Cameras
During Operation

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO JAM: In a crack-
down on illicit activities, a
joint operation led by SSP
Headquarter Hyderabad
Shahnawaz Chachar, and
CIA In-charge Aslam Lan-
gah resulted in the confis-
cation of 2000 liters of ille-
gal liquer in Sobho Magsi
village. However, the oper-
ation took a contentious
turn as clashes erupted be-
tween police personnel and
journalists covering the
event, leading to the con-
fiscation of their mobile
phones and reports of vio-
lence.

Reports emerged detail-
ing a raid near Sobho
Magsi wvillage, close to
Tando Jam city, spear-
headed by SSP Headquar-
ters Hyderabad Shahnawaz
Chachar and CI In-charge
Aslam Langah, accompa-
nied by officers from vari-
ous police stations in the
district. The operation cul-
minated in the demalition
of a property suspected of
harboring  illicit  sub-
stances.

Speaking to the media,
S8P Shahnawaz Chachar
affirmed the seizure of
2000 liters of illicit liquer,

melerlmmg7 the administra-
tion's zero-tolerance stance
towards such activities
within Tando Jam and the
wider district. He vowed to
eradicate the scourge of il
licit substances with unwa-
vering determination and
integrity.

However, the operation
was marred by confronta-
tions between police per-
sonnel and journalists cov-
ering the event. Several
journalists reported having
their mobile phones confis-
cated, and some were al-
legedly subjected to vio-
lence. In response to these
allegations, the Tando Jam
Media Center raised con-
cerns and sought answers
from S3P Headquarters
Shahnawaz Chachar. The
SSP assured that an inquiry
would be conducted into
the reported mistreatment
of journalists, pledging that
justice would be served
swiftly and impartially.

The incident under-
scores the delicate balance
between law enforcement
activities and the protec-
tion of press freedoms,
prompting calls for ac-
countability and respect for
journalistic rights in such
aperations

Growers Protest Against Water

Shortage In Naukot Subdmsmn

By Mushahid Nohrio

NAUKOT: Amidst escalat-
ing frustrations, local
growers of Naukot persist
in their protest for the fifth
consecutive day, decrying

the acute scarcity of water {20

in Naukot Subdivision,
with their rallying point
stationed at 22-Mail Mori.

The agitating growers,
led by prominent figures
such as Arbab Imran, Rab-
nawaz Nohrio, Usman
Halo, and others, voiced
vehement opposition to the
persistent water crisis
plaguing the Rin Branch, a
vital artery of the Naukot
subdivision, and various
branches of Tharparkar.
Exasperated by the dire
situation, they lamented
that their crops teeter on
the brink of ruin due to the
absence of irrigation
water, exacerbating an al-
ready precarious agricul-
tural landscape. Further-
more, they highlighted the

alarming  scarcity
potable water, posing an
existential threat to both
livelihoods and  suste-
nance

Expressing profound
disillusionment, the grow-
ers denounced the appar-
ent apathy of irrigation of-
ficials towards their plight,
despite repeated pleas and
appeals from elected rep-
resentatives. In a desperate
plea for redressal, they un-
derscored that the failure
to address their water
needs could precipitate ir-
reversible consequences,
jeopardizing the liveli-
hoods of countless fami-

of'

lies reliant on agriculture.
In a stark warning. the
protesters declared their
intention to escalate their
agitation,  announcing
plans to mobilize along-
side thousands of residents
in a mass protest slated for
June 12th, along the piv-
otal Mirpurkhas-Hyder-
abad Road. The resolute
stance adopted by the
growers underscores the
of the water cri
gripping Nauket Subdivi-
sion, demanding urgent at-
tention and remedial ac-
tion from the authorities to
avert a looming catastro-
phe.

Bhitshah To Host Inaugural Mango
and Handlcrafts Expo Today

By Sajjad Ali Abbasi

MATIARI: The inauguration
ceremony of the 1st Mango
and Handicrafts Expo will
be held today at 11.00 am in
HT Sorley Hall, Bhitshah.
MNA Makhdoom Jameel-
uz-Zaman and Sindh Minis-
ter  for  Rehabilitation
Makhdoom Mehboob
Zaman have been invited to
inaugurate the two-day
event. Deputy Commis-
sioner Matiari, Muhammad
Yousif Shaikh. along with
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner-1 - Noor  Ahmad
Khuhro, visited Bhitshah to
mspect the final arrange-
ments. D Matiari informed
that all preparations for this
vibrant event are complete
The expo will feature 34
stalls showcasing various
mango varieties, handicrafts,
a flower show, scientific
models by students, and a
livestock exhibition. Addi-
tionally, a colorful souvenir
published by the district ad-
ministration will also be
launched. Special arrange-
ments have been made for
families and children, and

the public is urged to attend
and provide feedback for fu-
ture improvement, as the ad-
ministration is committed 1o
making this a calendar
event. DC Shaikh mentioned
that a seminar on the first
day will feature research
scholars and officers pre-
senting papers on agricul-
ture, handicrafts, and live-
stock. Awards will be given

10 growers, mango farmers,
livestock breeders, and offi-
cers from various depart-
ments. The concluding cere-
mony on Sunday will be
graced by Chief Secretary
Sindh, Syed Asif Hyder
Shah, MPA Matiari,
Makhdoom Fakhar Zaman,
and Commissioner Hyder-
abad, Ahsan Ali Qureshi, as
chief guests.

Pakistan Sunni Tehreek Demands
Immediate Protection Of Palestinians

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: On the occa-
sion of the announced day of
solidarity with Palestine by
Pakistan Sunni Tehreek, a
collective prayer was held at
the central mosque of Gulis-
tan-e-Medina Colony in
Menhalabad, where solidar-
ity with Palestinians was ex-
pressed. Senior provincial
leaders including Maulana
Ali Nawaz Qasmi, Shamsud-
din Sarohi, Hafiz Madad -
Qadri, and others partici-
pated in the event. During
the gathering, it was reiter-

ated that Israel is a terrorist
state, responsible for the op-
pression, coercion, and bar-
barism inflicted upon inno-
cent Palestinian people for
decades. It is unfortunate
thar Pakistan, along with
other Islamic countries, re-
mains a silent spectator in
the face of such atrocities,
which is regrettable. Further-
more, Isragl continues 1o es-
calate its oppression by re-
lentlessly artacking the Gaza
Strip, aiming to completely
annihilate and destroy the
Muslim population there
The oppressive Israeli forces

martyr innocent Palestinian
civilians on a daily basis,
withour any restraint, while
no Muslim country has taken
decisive action to stop these
arrocities. Therefore, it was
emphasized that interna-
tional organizations and the
Pakistani government should
play a more proactive role in
raising their voices in sup-
port of innocent Muslims in
Palestine. Otherwise, Pak-
istan  Sunni Tehreek an-
nounced that it would soon
organize protest marches to
voice its protest against the
Palestinian issue

DC Thatta Munawar Abbas Seomro Pledges
Strict Action Against Illegal Practices

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: Under the guidance
of Deputy Commissioner Mu-
nawar Abbas Soomiro, Inspec.
tor Incharge IBD Ghulam
Muhammad Seomro, along
with officials from the Rev-
enue Department, Market
Committee, and Bureau of
Supply and Prices, conducted

surprise raids targeting l||e!,ﬂ.]
stockpiling and unli

amount of goods including
3,000 bags of urea, 5,000 bags
of DAP (Diammonium Phos-

phate), 2,000 hags of Zabar-

- dast urea, 500 bags of wheat,

and 100 bags of pulses. Au-
thorities warned against illegal
hoarding of urea and directed
that the excess stock be trans-
fermed 1o their shop on Sujawal
Road, Thatta. In another oper-
ation, a factory producing
chemically milk

manufacturing activities in
Thatta. During a raid on He-
mant Das' warehouse on Hy-
derabad Road, Thatta, officials
discovered a  significant

was found behind the mater-
nity hospital in Thatta. Here,
3,000 liters of milk were con-
fiscated The factory owner,
Altaf Hussain, son of Musa

Bajoro, was given a strict ulti-
matum to register his facility
with the Burean of Supplies
and Market Committee within
a week or face legal conse-
quences. Furthermore, a raid
near Ghora Bari Stop uncov-
ered a warehouse containing
3,000 liters of counterfeit NCP
cooking oil. The premises
were promptly sealed to pre-
wvent further distribution of the
illicit product These measures
demonstrate the authorities'
dedication to combating ille-
gal activities and ensuring the
safety and welfare of the com-
munity.

Domestic Issues Behind Increased
Suicides In Talhar

TALHAR: The village of
Bachal Laghari near Talhar
witnessed a heart-wrenching
mcident as 24-year-old Re-
hana, wife of Mohabbat
Laghari and mother of two,
took her own life by hanging
herself inside her home, suc-
cumbing to the weight of do-
mestic turmoil. Meanwhile,
in another grievous event un-
folding in the village of
Muhammad Juman Barani,
19-year-old Meena, wife of
Raich Kohli, also tragically
ended her life by hanging
herself at her residence.
Authorities  responded

swaftly, with police officers
conducting necessary legal
formalities before han
over the bodies to the respec-
tive families. The sorrowful
incidents underscore the gim
reality of domestic issues
plaguing communities, often
resulting in irreversible con-
Sequences.

These tragedies serve as
poignant reminders of the
profound impact of economic
hardships on mental health
and familial stability. As the
region grapples with socio-
economic challenges, it is
imperative for community

L=

leaders and authorities to pri-
oritize mental health support
and intervention measures to
prevent further loss of pre-
clous lives,

The bereaved families
and the wider community of
Talhar are left grappling with
profound gnef and sorrow, as
they mourn the untimely loss
of two beloved members.
The incidents also shed light
on the wrgent need for en-
hanced awareness and sup-

sstems to address the
ng issues contribut-
ing to such distressing out-
comes, —RT
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Sindh Govt Stands Firm: Karachi's
Town Jurisdictions Remain Intact,
Declares Saeed Ghani

KARACHL Sindh Local
Government Minister Saced
Ghani has affirmed that the
provincial government will
ensure no changes are made
to the original jurisdictions of
the newly established town
municipal corporations in
Karachi. Ghani made this
statement on Friday while
chairing a meeting of the
Sindh Local Government
Commission.

He assured meeting par-
ticipants that the Local Gov-
emment Commission would
ensure that municipal agen-
cies in Karachi receive their
rightful entitlements accord-
ing to the law and constitu-
tion. The meeting extensively
discussed the controversy
surreunding the jurisdictions
of the Korangi and Shah
Faisal town municipal corpo-
rations in Karachi.

Representatives from the
office of the Provincial Elee-
tion Commissioner Sindh in-

farmed the meemlg that there
were no discrepancies be-
tween the notifications issued
by the Sindh govemment and
the Election Commission of
Pakistan regarding the juris-
dictions of the two towns.
The meeting decided
that the Local Government
Commission would not re-
solve this issue until the
court issued a judgment
and the two towns reached
a consensus, The jurisdic-
tion issue was deferred to

the next meeting of the
Local Government Com-
mission

Attendees included Ad-
ditional Chief Secretary of
the Local Government De-
partment  Syed Khal
Hyder Shah, ECP repre-
sentative Khuda Baksh,
Local Government Com-
mission members Abdul
Rahim, Ali Ahmed Baloch,
Wasim Usmani, and the
commission's DG, Ab
Bakar —RT

Sharjeel Slams MQM-P For
'Politicizing' Law And
Order In Karachl

KARACHI: Sindh Minister
for Transport and Mass Tran-
sit, Sharjeel Inam Memon,
criticized the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MOM-F) for politicizing the
law and order situation in the
province, particularly in
Karachi.

Speaking to media out-
side the Sindh Assembly,
Minister Memon accused
MOM-P of attempting 1o
pamu_ue the Hyderabad

the city used to be shut down
on a call from London ”

He further alleged that
MOM-P members make fiery
speeches, apologize, and then
repeat the cycle. Minister
Memon highlighted the ef-
forts of Chief Minister Sindh,
Syed Murad Ali Shah, and
Health Minister Dr. Azra

Fazal Pechuhu in visiting the
hospital to mquire about the
health of the blast victims

This criticism comes
after MOM-P and Pakistan
People's Party (PPP) traded
barbs over rising street
crimes in Karachi, with
MOM-P alleging a failure
on the part of the Sindh
government to protect citi-

zens, Senior Deputy Con-
vener MOM-P, Syed
Mustafa Kamal, stated that
the recent wave of street
crimes is part of a larger
scheme to economically ex-
ploit Karachi's citizens,
criticizing the release of in-
dividuals involved in
crimes on bail by the
courts —RT

FPCCI Demands Abolition
Of Section 7E Of Income
Tax Ordlnance

KARACHI: Mr  Arif
Llkram Sheikh, President
of the Federation of Pak-
istan Chambers of Com-
merce & Industry
(FPCCL), has urged the
government 1o abolish
Section 7E of the Income
Tax Ordinance (1TO)
2001, calling it unprodue-
tive and unfair for levying
deemed or imaginary in-
come on immovable prop-
erties. He noted that Sec-
tion TE  has  not
significantly increased tax
collection and has instead
caused chaos in the real
eslate sector,

Mr. Sheikh also advo-
cated for the establish-
ment of a Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
(RERA) in Pakistan, simi-
lar to other regional coun-
tries, to ensure the sector
operates optimally and
contributes to the national
economy. He emphasized
that this should be done in
consultation with stake-
holders

He further highlighted
that the Sindh government
collects a 1.25 percent in-
frastructure cess at the im-
port stage, amounting to

PKR 225 billion annual
He argued that a signifi-
cant portion of this should
be spent on infrastructural
development in Karachi to
improve the real estate
market

Mr.  Saquib Fayyaz
Magoon, SVP FPCCI
pointed out that the real
estate sector can attract
more foreign exchange
through remittances from
overseas Pakistanis He
stressed the need to facili-
tate investment from over-
seas Pakistanis to stabilize
the rupee-dollar parity and
bolster foreign exchange
Teserves.

Cen[m] Slandm_g Commit-
tee on Real Estate Prop-
erty and Bullders called

system to enhance trans-
parency and fairness He
also suggested imple-
menting an e-stamp sys-
tem in Karachi similar to
Punjab's

Shah emphasized that
taxes should be imposed
on property owners, not
real estate agents, to pre-
vent disenchantment and
stagnation in the indus-
try —RT

KARACHI: AVM (R) Dy

wan Riaz and Justice OF Peace Danish Aman Unite To
Empower Deserving Scholars With Zakat.—RT

-Can you believe thi
Female Examiner
Confesses To
Leaking Paper
During Inter Exams

u | Girls Arts and Commerce

KARACHI: As the annual
Intermediate examinations
continue in Sindh, including
Karachi, reports of paper
leaks before exams have un-
fortunately become com-
monplace.

Recently, a female exam-
iner in Karachi confessed to
leaking the second year's Zo-
ology paper. The examiner,
from Government Degree

College, admitted her in-
volvement and issued an
apology to the Chairman of
the Board of Intermediate
Examination, Karachi
(BIEK)

In her apology, the
teacher clarified that the col-
lege staff was not involved in
the Zoology paper leak, tak-
ing full responsibility for her

actions. She expressed re-
morse and pledged to avoid
such mistakes in the future.

The BIEK chairman as-
sured that appropriate action
would be taken against the
female examiner in accor-
dance with the rules and reg-
ulations.

Earlier, the BIEK's
Controller of Exams, Za-
rina Rashid, expressed dis-
appointment  over  the
paper leak incidents, em-
phasizing the board's ef-
forts to prevent cheating
during exams. She men-
tioned the implementation
of watermarks on question
papers to trace the source
of leaks, diming to address
the recurring issue of
cheating  and paper
leaks —RT/Agency

NEPRA Announces
Another Shocking

Electricity

Rate Hike

For Karachi

KARACHI: The National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) has an-
nounced a significant in-
crease in electricity rates for
Karachi, raising the taniff by
Rs10.1 per unit. The hike is
part of the monthly fugl cost
adjustment (FCA)

According to the notifica-
will face an
arge of Rs2.68
per unit in June, increasing to
Rs3.11 per unit in July. This
extra cost will continue to
rise, reaching an additional
Rs3.22 per unit in August be-
fore seeing a smaller increase
of Rs1 per unit in September

NEPRA clarified that
these increments will not af-
fect K-Electric, lifeline con-
sumers, or electric vehicle
charging stations

Yesterday, NEPRA in-
creased the power tariff by
Rs3.33 per kilowan-hour

(kWh) on account of fuel
cost  adjustment  {FCA)
charges for April 2024, This
adjustment will be reflected
in the current month's bills
for consumers of power dis-
tribution companies (Dns-
COs)

The adjustment shall be
applicable w all consumer
categories except Electric
Vehicle Charging Stations
(EVCS), lifeline consumers,
and consumers of K-Electric
Discos are directed 1o ensure
compliance with any court
orders regarding the FCA
charges

Nen-compliance with
court orders will hold the
concerned Discos respon-
sible for violat
fying the orde
honorable court(s), ac-
cording 10 NEPRA's deci-
sion on the FCA of April
2024, —RT/Agency

Thieves Target
Advocate Musa Kolachi
And His Family In Malir

Home [nvasmn

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: The Bin
Qasim Police Station area,
particularly in UC Pipri,
Malir, has been grappling
with a disturbing surge in
thefts and robberies, pos-
ing a significant chatlem,e
10 law enforcement. De-
spite efforts by authori-
ties, the rising crime rate
persists, causing distress

f | among residents

In the latest incident
thieves targeted the resi-
dence of prominent social
leader and advocate
Musa Kolachi, in Shah-
nawaz Goth, Pipri. The
burglars made off with
valuables including
100,000 rupees, two mo-
bile phones, gold jewelry.
and car keys before flee-
ing the scene

Expressing his frustra-
tion, Advocate Kolachi
voiced concerns over the
inefficacy of the Bin
Qasim potlce in curbing
crime, leaving citizens
vulnerable to such brazen
acts. He demanded swift
action for the recovery of
hig stolen belongings and
issued a stern warning: if|
the situation remains un-

#| changed, he will stage a

protest outside the District
Press Club Malir.

The incident under-
scores the urgent need
for enhanced security
measures in the area to
safeguard residents’
property and restore
peace of mind. Authori-
ties are urged to address
the prevailing security
concerns and take deci-
sive action to stem the
tide of criminal activities
in UC Pipri, Malir. Fur-
ther updates on this de-
veloping situation will
be provided as they be-

come available

STDC To Strike Deal With
Private Companies For 600MW:

KARACHL Sindh Provincial
Energy Minister Syed Nasir
Hussain Shah chaired a board
meeting of the Sindh Trans-
mission and Dispatch Com-
pany (STDC) today in the
committez room of the En-
ergy Department. The meet-
ing confirmed the decisions
of the previous session and
made several new important
decisions.

The board decided that
Go Energy Pvt Ltd, which
aims to install a 500 MW
floating solar power project
on Kenjhar Lake, will con-
nect with K-Electric via the
Dhabiji grid station through
STDC's transmission line.
The meeting also approved
the signing of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding
(MoU) for this project.

Additionally, the board
was informed that Gul
Ahmed Group Power Com-
pany Private Limited and Gul
Ahmed Renewable Energy
Private Limited intend to

Nasir Shah

generate 50 MW each and
supply this electricity to Gul
Ahmed Textile Mills through
STDC's transmission lines
Minister Nasir Shah, serving
as Chairman, approved the
Mol between STDC and the
Gul Ahmed Group.

The performance of
STDC was thoroughly re-
viewed during the meeting.
Nasir Shah emphasized the
need 1o enhance the com-
pany's performance and
noted that the Sindh Govern-
ment has established the
Sindh Electric Power Regu-
latory Authority (SEPRA) to

pro\nde affordable eleclncln
compared to the National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA). He
stressed that all i ves
should be pursued through
SEPRA whenever possible.

Minister Shah also stated
that officers and employees
demonstrating good per-
formance would be re-
warded, as hardworking and
capable staff are valuable as-
sets (0 any organization

The meeting was at-
tended by key officials and
board members of the
STDC.—RT

Business Delegation Returns Triumphant
From Morocco And Bi ryam Festival

KARACHI: A delegation
of businessmen, led by

Ishtiag Baig, Chairman of

the Pak-Morocce Busi-
ness Council and Hon-

orary Consul General of

Moroceo, has returned
after a fruitful visit to
0. The delegation,
ng of 25 promi-
nent businessmen from
various sectors, also in-
cluded Miza Tkhtiar Baig,
a member of parliament
and former Senior Vice
President

During the visit, the
delegation held meetings
at the Casablanca Cham-

ber of Commerce & In-
dustry with President Mr.
Hassan Berkani and his
team, as well as at the
Rabat Chamber of C
merce with the Presi
and his team, Business-
to-business (B2B) meel-
ings were conducted be-
tween the businessmen at
both chambers
In addition to the
business meetings, a
Biryani Festival was o
ganized at the Embas
of Pakistan in Rabat, at-
tended by the Ambas-
sador of Pakistan, diplo-
mats, chamber

pamd arious types of
biryanis,  showcasing
Pakistani rice and spices
This marked the 4th
birvani festival held in
Morocco to promote Pak-
istani cuisine

Moroceo, being a gate-
way to Africa and a promi-
nent business hub, has seen
bilateral trade between
Pakistan and Morocco
reach USD 850 million
The delegation’s visit is ex-
pected to further enhance
bilateral trade between the
two countries —RT

Security Guard
Fatally Shoots Karachi
Scavenger Boy

KARACHI: Another tragic
incident was reported, where
a security guard gunned
down an scavenger boy in
Karachi, media reported on
Friday.

As per the initial reports,
the incident occurred after a
dispute berween the boy and
the private security guard,
identified as Ramzan, in the
North Karachi area.

During the heated argu-
ment, the guard fired a shot,
hitting the child in the stom-
ach, and fled from the scene
along with the weapon

The police officials con-
firmed that the child who

his injuries during trear-
ment

The unfortunate event
took place within the juris-
dietion of the Sir Syed po-

lice station
I'he

police  have

launched a search opera-
tion to apprehend the ab-
sconding guard, Ramzan,

EXPRESSION of INTEREST

ENGAGING THE SERVICES OF FOOD FESTIVAL ORGANIZING
COMPANY FOR SETTING UP A CUISINE SHOW AT 2nd INTERNATIONAL

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE EXHIBITION (9th-11th August 2024)

electronic media

TDAP, Karachi.

Tender # TDAP-AM 01(40)/Foodag-2024

Organizing a cultural show for the participants.

2. Documents containing Scope of Work, terms and conditions, method of delivery, procedure to apply, can be
downloaded from PPRA EPADS website (https:/feprocure.gov.pk/). In case of downloading bidding
document, the bidders, shall be required to submit pay order of amount Rs 10,000/- upon submission of the bids.

3. Two stage-two envelope procedure will be followed for open competitive bidding. Interesied parties shall
submit their proposals with detailed plan of activity in a sealed envelope. The original sealed Proposal should
be accompanied by a bid security equivalent to 2 percent of total cost and with minimum validity of 60 days in
the form of Pay order/Demand Draft/ Bankers cheque issued by a scheduled bank of Pakistan in favor of

The Trade Development Authority of Pakistan invites proposals from internationally reputed companies for
organizing a “Cuisine Show” at Expo Centre, Karachi from 9th-11th August, 2024. The company will be
required to undertake the following:
Decoration in Hall at Expo Center Karachi and setting up booths/counters for live cooking show.

Organizing live cooking of traditional, Continental, Arabian, Far Eastern Central Asian, European dishes
and serving them to dignitaries
Company shall be required to engage international chefs for the activity.,
Publicity campaign of the event at local and international media forums using bloggers, print and

4.Sealed proposals, prepared in accordance with the instructions in the bidding documents, must reach
through mail or courier, at the office of the Assistant Manager (Agro and Food Division) Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan at the address given below on or by 26th June, 2024 at 12:00 PM. Proposals
will be opened the same day at 12:30 PM in the presence of bidders who wish to be present.

5. Trade Development Authority of Pakistan reserves the right to reject any or all bids and to annul the
bidding process at any time in accordance with Public Procurement Rules.

Mr. Mugarab Abbas, Assistant Manager
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan

Block- A, 3rd Floor FTC, Shah-re-Faisal, Karachi
Email: mugarab.abbas@tdap.gov.pk | Cell: 0308-7826156

PID (K) 3504723




By trying we can easily
learn to endure adversi
another man's I mean.

—Mark Twain
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[HC Directs Investigation Officer To Record Poet
Ahmed Farhad's Statement Before Magistrate

ISLAMABAD: Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani of the
Islamabad High Court (THC)
Friday ordered the investigat-
ing officer of Loi Bhir police
station to record the Kashmiri
poet Ahmed Farhad's state-
ment under Section 164 of
the Code of Criminal Proge-
dure (CrPC) before a judicial
magistrate.

Following the order, the
judge disposed of the petition
secking the poet's recovery
after his whereabouts were
ascertained following the
confirmation of his custody
with the police in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.

Justice Kayani. who was
hearing the plea filed by the
poet’s wife Urooj Zainab,
told the petitioner to refer to
the court again if they feel the
need

"I know how to get my
orders implemented," the
Judgze said.

Zainab had moved the
THC seeking her husband's
recovery along with request-
ing the court to identify, in-
vestigate, and prosecute
those responsible for his dis-
appearance.

The poet remained miss-
ing for 15 days before Attor-
ney General for Pakistan,

Mansoor Usman Awan, on
May 29, in response to THC's
directions to ensure his re-
covery, said Farhad was ar-
rested and in AJK police's
custody.

The poet was arrested and
transferred to Muzaffarabad
from DhirKot under multiple
sections of the Anti-Terror-
ism Act (ATA). Known for
his defiant prose, the poet’s
matter came info the spotlight
after he allegedly went miss-
ing during protests in AJK in
May.

Human rights lawyer
Iman Mazari appeared before
the court as the petitioner's
counsel, while journalist
Hamid Mir appeared as a ju-
dicial assistant

Additional Attorney Gen-

eral Munawwar Igbal Dogal
and Assistant Attoney Gen-
eral Barnister Usman Ghum-
man were also present in the
ourt.

During the hearing of the
case, Mazari told the [HC
that the anti-terrorism court
(ATC) in Muzaffarabad re-
jected the poet bail plea
Farhad wife had told journal-
ists that the court did not dis-
close the details regarding the
rejection of the bail.

Mazari told the court that
the petitioner is currently
challenging the bail applica-
tion on a higher forum

Justice Kayani asked the
lawyer. "Is there any other
case on Ahmed Farhad?

The lawver said: "First a
case was filed and later an-

-

other was said to have been
filed."

"1 think his problems are
increasing. It is now believed
that he is in judicial custody,"
said the judge. He added that
if the police detains someone
during the trial and does not
present them for two days,
then the trial is concluded.

Justice Kayani questioned
about the poet's whereabouts
before his arrest, stating that
the issue pertains to enforced
disappearance

"If the abductee is recov-
ered, the plea of ?7habeas
corpus is dismissed. They say
that instructions to identify
the kidnappers should also be
issued," the additional attor-
ney general told to the court,
adding that this matter will be
revealed during investigation.

The AAG said that the
poet is now in judicial cus-
tody and a statement under
Section 161 has  been
recorded.

Justice Kayani asked the
AAG to show if the investi-
gating officer went to Kash-
mir and recorded Farhad's
slatement.

"It is written that T am
mentally and physically un-
able to give a statement. It is
also written that he will ap-

pear in the court himself or
give a statement through a
lawyer," remarked Justice
Kayani.

The judge also said he is
writing about the matter to
the chief justice, requesting
him to form a larger bench on
all missing persons cases.

The judge added that he is
sending the matter to the
larger bench, so that if the
position of one judge is dif-
ferent, others can also see it.

“The rest of the members
may not agree on summoning
the heads of the intelligence
agencies," said the judge

He also remarked about
sending the matter to the
committee on how law in Is-
lamabad should be enforced.
"Respect the law, no one is
above the law including
judges."The THC judge said
that the court is al ways stand-
ing for the protection of the
poet's rights. "The investiga-
tion will proceed as a result
of Ahmad Farhad's statement
before the magistrate."

He remarked that institu-
tions should work within
their limits. The court will
ban in-camera proceedings
and reporting on matters of
national  security. Justice
Kayani said —RT/Agency

Pakistan and China Ink 23
MOUs To Bolster Bilateral
Relations In Dlverse Sectors

BEIJING: l’aklstan and
China have inked 23 Memo-
randums of Understanding
(MoUs) aimed at enhancing
collaboration across various
sectors,

The MoUs signed Friday
in Islamabad included trans-
portation infrastructure, in-
dustry, energy. agriculture,
media, healthcare, water
management,  sociceco-
nomic development, and
other mutual areas of inter-

@
2

Following delegation-
level discussions between
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and Chinese Premier
Li Qiang in Beijing, Foreign
Office spokesperson Mum-
taz Zahra Baloch briefed the
media, emphasising the ro-
bust Pakistan-China Strate-
gic Cooperative Partnership
founded on mutual trust,
shared principles, and strate-
£IC governance.

Both nations reiterated
staunch support for each
other's key concerns and
reaffirmed their dedication
to advancing the China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and completing on-
going projects in a timely

manner.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif reassured commit-
ment to ensuring the safety
and security of Chinese per-
sonnel and projects within
Pakistan while safeguarding
the CPEC from detractors
and adversaries.

Additionally, thev agreed
to sustain high-level engage-
ments, bolster institutional
connections across all sec-
tors, and continue consulta-
tions on bilateral and global
issues, especially during
Pakistan's upcoming non-
permanent membership on
the UN Security Council for
the term 2025-2026

During his visit, Prime
Minister Sharif engaged
with Chinese investors and
entrepreneurs, promoting in-
vestment opportunities in
Pakistan and facilitating the
signing of numerous MoUs
in sectors such as economy,
wreen energy, textiles, and
manufacturing.

Before  departing  for
China, Prime Minister Sharif
expressed intentions 1o fos-
ter mutually beneficial in-
vestments and enhance rela-
tions between Chinese and
Fakistani businesses, stress-
ing the potential for signifi-
cant benefits for both coun-
tries—RT/Agency

Foreign Office Stresses Visa
Regulations For Movement
Across Pak—Afghan Border

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign
Office on Friday -,Iaml that

istan- -\f;h'lm\lan
should be regulated by visas.

During a media briefing
in Islamabad, Foreign Office

border

Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch said that indi-
viduals wishing o enter Pak-
m Afghanistan must
possess a visa and an Afghan
passport. She emphasised
that border movement be-
Pakistan and
Afghanistan should be con-
ducted under visa regula-
tions.

The spokesperson further
mentioned that Pakistan was
elected as a non-permanent
member of the United Na-
tions Security Council yes-
terday. She affirmed thar
Pakistan's laws guarantee
human rights and reiterated
that Pakistan takes the im-
plementation of its Constitu-
tion seriously in response to
other governments’ reac-
tions.

The foreign office also
redterated its call for India o
be held accountable for on-
going human rights abuses in
Indian Hlegally Occupied
Jammu  and  Kashmir
(ITOJK), where over 7,000
Kashmiris have died in the
custody of Indian forces over
the past three decades

Baloch further  high-
lighted the reported death of
a Kashmiri civilian at a po-
lice station in Pulwama dis-
trict of IIOJK

She emphasised that Pak-
istan, as a member of the
United Nations Security
Council, would advocate for
the peaceful resolution of
disputes, oppose unilateral

force, combat terrorism in all
its forms, support UN peace-
keeping efforts, and promote
democracy, transparency,
and accountability

Additionally,  Baloch
noted that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif'is on an offi-
cial visit to China. Following
discussions at the delegation
level, 23 memorandums of
understanding were signed.
Security for Chinese citizens
in Pakistan was also dis-
cussed during the meetings.
‘The premier participared in a
business conference in Shen-
zhen as well

Furthermore, the FO
spokesperson condemned the

u
Palestinian refugees, which
resulted in multple deaths,
primarily of women and
children

"This artack is another
crime in a series of assaults
against civilians, including
an IDP camp attack last
week that killed 45 Palestini-
ans. The deliberate targeting
of civilian pnpulanons and
facilities is a grave violation
of international law and con-

stitutes war crimes,” she
stated.

FO statements on cross-
horder travel come in light of
the rising insurgent attacks
on Pakistan's northern terri-
tories that have been found
10 have roots o Afghan soil.

Previously. ar least five
Chinese engineers and their
Pakistani drivers were killed
in a suicide artack on the
Karakoram Highway on
March 26.

Speaking ar a press con-
ference in Lahore along with
the National Counter Teror-
ism Authority (NACTA) co-
ordinator, Interior Minister
Muohsen Naqi said evidence

of Afghan linkage to the Be-
sham arack had already
been shared with the Afghan
povernment.“Unfortunately,
there is o positive response
yet from the Afghan gov-
emment,” the interior min-
ister said Pakistan not only
demanded the arrest of
three TTP terrorists respon-
sible for the Besham attack
but also wanted TTP chief
Noor Wali Mehsud and the
entire  leadership  de-
tained —RT/Agency

Zardari Establishes National
Economic Council, Appoints
Shehbaz As Chalrman

ISLAMABAD:  President
Asif Ali Zardari has consti-
tuted the National Economic
Council under the chairman-
ship of Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, a notification is-

sued by the Cabinet Division

said on Friday.

"In exercise of the powers
conferred by clause (1) of Ar-
ticle 156 of the Constitution
of Pakistan, the president of
the Islamic Republic of Pak-
istan 15 pleased to constitute

the National Economic
Council [...].” the notifica-
tion read.

As per the document, the
chiet ministers of all four
provinces, Punjab, Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and
Balochistan will be part of
the newly formed body.

Moreover, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar, federal minis-
ters Khawaja Asif, Muham-
mad Auvrangzeb and Ahsan

Igbal are also members of the
EC

The notification stated
that Planning Commission’s
deputy chairman, finance
secretary, secretary on eco-
nomic affairs and federal
minister Ahad Cheema could
also attend the meetings of
the council on special invita-
tion.

Meanwhile, four mem-
bers of the National Eco-
nomic Council have been
nominated by the respective

chief ministers under para-
graph (b) of clavse (1) of Ar-
ticle 156 of the Constitution.
These members include
Senior Minister for Planning
and Development Marriyum
Aurangzeb, Minister for Lrri-
gation, Government  of
Sindh Jam Khan Shoro, Ad-
viser to KP Chief Minister
on  Finance Muzammil
Aslam and Balochistan Min-
ister for Planning and Devel-
opment  Zahoor Ahmed
Buledi —RT/Agency

Judicial Commission
Recommends Three Judges For
Elevation To Supreme Court

ISLAMABAD: The Judicial
Commission of Pakistan
(JCP) Friday sent the names
of three high court judges to
be considered for elevation
to the Supreme Court for
final approval by the Parlia-
mentary Commitiee, sources
told media

The names, recom-
mended for appointment to
wvacant SC seats, were recom-
mended during a meeting of
the Judicial Commission
held under chairmanship of
Chief Justice Qazi Faiz Isa,
said the sources.

During the meeting, the
names of Lahore High Court
Chief Justice Malik Shahzad
Ahmad, Sindh High Cournt
Chief Justice Aqeel Abbasi,
and LHC Justice Shahid
Bilal have been proposed, the
sources said

CIJP Isa had, last month
convened the JCP meeting
for deliberations over the ap-
pointment of three judges in
the SC

The JCP was constitured
under the 13th Constitutional
Amendment mandated to ap-
point judges in the superior

Judiciary.

It was tasked o consider
names of nine judges, includ-
ing LHC chiefl’ justice and
SHC chief justice, for filling
the three vacant posts in the
apex court

Chaired by the CIP, the
meeting was to be attended
JCP members —Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice
Munib Akhtar, Justice Ya-
haya Afridi, Justice Amin-
ud-Din Khan, Justice (retd)
Manzoor Ahmed Malik, Fed-
eral Minister for Law Azam
Nazir Tarar, Attorney Gen-
eral Mansoor Usman Awan
and Pakistan Bar Council
representative  advocate
Akhtar Hussain.

As per the Constitution,
the actual strength of judges
of the Supreme Courrt is 17
while ar present the apex
court only has 14 judges in-
cluding the CIP

The three posts are to be
filled after the retirement of
former chief justice Umar
Ara Bandial and resignations
of Justice ljazul Ahsan and
Justice Syed Mazahar Ali
Akbar Nagqvi —RT/Agency

PM Shehbaz
given guard of
honour at Great

-

BELJING: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
was given a guard of

honor at the Great Hall of

the People where he ar-
rived to meet the top Chi-
nese leadership.

As the prime minister
d at the formal re-
ception ceremony, Chi-
nese Premier Li Qiang
warmly received him
which followed the intro-
duction of their respec-
tive delegations to each

Hall_ of the People

|
other.

The national anthems
of Pakistan and China
were played as the prime
minister stood at the
salute dias along with his
Chinese counterpart.

The smartly tumed-out
contingents of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army
presented the guard of ho-
nour to the prime minister
which he reviewed before
proceeding to the bilateral
meeting. —RT/Agency

Imran Chooses To Adopt A
Flexible Approach To
Reduce Polltlcal Tensmns

ISLAMABAD:
Tehreek-e-Insal
founder Tmran Khan has de-
cided to "step back” from his
rigid stance, ordering his
party leaders to establish
contacts both inside and ou-
side the Parliament to ease
g political tension,
old media

According to the sources,
the party's leadership would
hold talks with various polit-
ical parties outside the Par-
liament, while its lawmakers
would also enhance its rela-
tions with parties in the rul-
ing coalition government

The PTI founder's deci-
sion came after his interac-
tion with Chief Justice of
Pakistan, Qazi Faez Isa,
when he appeared for a hear-
ing before the Supreme
Court a day earlier

During the hearing per-
taining to the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
law amendments, CIP Isa
suggested that Khan go o
the Parliament to help re-
solve Pakistan's problems
"as the country needs to
move forward"

The incarcerated PTI
founder — during his ap-
pearance before the SC
bench via video link from
Adaila jail, where he remains
behind bars since August
2023 complained about
facing political "victimisa-
tion" since his ouster from
power in April 2022

The former prime minis-
ter has given his party's

Pakistan

(PTI)

three-member committee the
authority to establish contact
the establishment, said
the sources

On the other hand, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur is
also engaged in back-door
communications, they added

The sources revealed that
it has been decided that PTI
would support the state for
political and economic sta-
bility to de-escalate tension

“The party will move for-
ward by holding negotiations
on multiple marters includ-
ing on comminees of the
Senate and Narional Assem-
bly.” the sources said

Former president and PTI
leader Dr Arif Alvi, on June
5, claimed that the incarcer-
ated party founder was being
told to "strike a deal and
leave the country”

Alvi had said thar Khan
rejected the offer and de-
cided not 1o leave the coun-
try "arany cost"

The former president had
predicted thar those who
were colluding to sentence

Khan — the former prime
minister — would face a
complete failure

Commenting on dialogue
offers, the politico had said
that his party was ready 1o
hold talks with “stakeholders
but not with the non-stake-
holders™. He had asked the
stakeholders to let go of ha-
tred and practice compas-
sion.

He had also said that the
stakeholders should not be
afraid of any kind of risks
after the PTI founder's re-
lease. Alvi demanded releas-
ing the former prime minis-
ter, the supremacy of law in
the country and returning the
party ‘s mandate.

Alvi had further said thar
his party could not hold the
incumbent rulers who were
as much “powerless” as they
came into power “Form
47" and didn’t have “author-
ity" 10 make decisions.

On June 5, he had said
thar his party would hold di-
alogue with the one who has
real power to make deci-
sions —RT/Agency

PTI Alleges Deliberate
Delays In Imran And Bushra
Bibi’s Iddat Case

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has al-
leged a “deliberate delay in
the provision of justice” to
the incarcerated party
founder Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi as the iddat
case was transferred to an-
other court on a district and
sessions judge's request.

The statement was issued
by the Imran-founded party’s
core committee after holding

| | a session on Friday in which

they reviewed the status of
ongoing trials against the for-
mer prime minister and the
ex-first lady, as well as other
developments in the country.

In a statement, the core
committee stated that Khan
and Bushra Bibi deserved to
be immediately released
from jail. It alleged that the
pace of trials against the duo
was being “deliberately de-
layed” via deferring the hear-
ings with delayed dates

The former ruling party
expressed hopes that the
“false, baseless and un-
founded cases” would meet
their fate very soon

Commenting on the iddat

case, the PTI termed the 1s-
lamabad High Court’s (THC)
decision to transfer the trial
to another court “illegal”.

1t is noteworthy to men-
tion here that the THC had ac-
cepted the district and ses-
siong  judge  Shahrukh
Arjumand's request for trans-
ferring the iddat case related
to the marnage of Khan and
Bushra.
The case was transferred
to the court of additional dis-
trict and sessions judge
Muhammad Afzal Majuka
whao will conduct the hear-
ings of the case.

Subsequently, the former
ruling party also expressed
concems over Bushra Bibi's

vations,
tests were carried out at the
akistan Institute of Me
Sciences (Pims), whereas,
her mullutl reports were not
being provided for unknown
reasons, the statement read.
Additionally, the PTI
core committee also raised
concerns over the appoint-
ments of retired judges in
the election tribunals by the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP). It added
that the party would raised
a strong voice against the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and the ECP
members in and outside
parliament —RT/Agency
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