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BJP Scrambles For Majority
As Opposition Surprises In
Indian Election

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
alliance was headed for a
narrow majority as vote-
counting in the general elec-
tion neared completion on
Tuesday, with the tally well
short of a widely expected
landslide

Modi's own Bharativa
Janata Party (BIP) was
falling short of a majority of
its own in the 543-member
parliament, the trends
showed. Having to depend
on allies to form the goven-
ment could introduce some
uncertainty in policy-mak-
ing as Modi has ruled with
an authoritative hold in the
last decade.

The Hindu nationalist
BIP won a majority of its
own when it won power in
2014, ending India's era of
unstable coalition govern-
ments, and repeated the feat
in 2019,

The prospect of Modi
having to rely on alli
spooked markets with stocks
falling steeply. The blue-
chip NIFTY 50 {.NSEI),
opens new tab sank 5.9%
and the S&P BSE Sensex
(.BSESN), opens new tab
uunbled 3. 7%, posting their
steepest decline on an elec-

tion since
04

outcome  day

[
=

The rupee also fell
sharply against the dollar
and benchmark bond yields
WETE up.

Markets had soared on
Monday after exit polls on
June 1 projected Modi and
BJP would register a big vic-
tory, and the ruling National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
was seen getling a fwo-
thirds majority and more

At 1100 GMT, TV chan-
nels showed the NDA was
ahead in nearly 300 of the
343 elective seats in the
lower house of parliament,
where 272 is a simple major-
ity, with about half the votes
counted,

Full results are likely
Tater on Tuesday evening

They showed BIP ac-

counted for under 250 of the
seats in which the NDA was
leading., compared to the
303 it won in 2019

BIP's numbers  were
likely pulled down by the
party's poor showing in the
country's most populous
state, Uttar Pradesh, which
also sends 80 lawmakers to
parliament, the highest of
any state.

The party was leading in
36 seats in the state, down
from the 62 it won there

bread-and-butter issues had
overshadowed the BIF's ap-
peal to the Hindu majority.

A grand temple to Hindu
god-king Lord Ram that
Modi inaugurated in January
had not boosted BIP's for-
lunes as it was expected to,
they said —RT/Agency

Iddat Case Set For June 7
Following Bushra Blbl S Plea

ISLAMABAD: Bushra Bibi
the wife of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insal (PTI) founder Tmran
Khan, Tuesday moved a dis-
trict and sessions court in the
federal capital, seeking an
early hearing of her appeals
filed against her conviction
in the iddat case.

In her petition, the former
first lady argued that the ap-
peals against conviction are
scheduled for hearing in the
local eourt, requesting it 1o
fix the appeals for hearing
this week

Following her appeal, the

court fixed the hearing of the
appeals on June 7, seeking
arguments on the case.
e plea by Bushra has
been filed a day after the Is-
lamabad High Court ac-
cepted District and Sessions
Judge Shahrukh Arjumand's
request seeking transfer of
the iddar case o another
court

The IHC's decision came
days after the judge wrote a

It

would not be appm]male for
him 10 announce the verdict
in the aforementioned case
due to reservations raised by
Bushra's former husband and
petitioner Khawar Maneka.

Following the judge's re-
quest, the IHC transferred the
case o the court of Addi-
tional District and Sess
Judge Muhammad Af:
juka Bushra Bibi's lawyers,
Salman Safdar and Khalid
Yusuf, appeared in Judge
Majuka's court, requesting
the suspension of the sen-

tence which has been pend-
ing since March 11

Safdar said that the ver-
dict was handed down on
March 29, but Maneka ex-
pressed his lack of confi-
dence in the judge — which
has delayed the hearing

He added thar Bushra
Bibi did not even get the
right 1o defend herself.

“The innocent have been
held prisoners. Her health is
bad," the lawyer argued and
requested the court 1o sus-
pend the sentence this

-Can you believe this?
NEPRA Announces
Electricity Rate Increase To
Rs3.76 per Unlt

ISLAMABAD: The National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) has noti-
fied an increase in electricity
rates by up to Rs3.76 per unit
due to a quarterly adjustment.

The hike allows power |

companies to recover over
Rsd6 billion from consumers
for the third quarter of FY
202 Of this total,
will bu

3.24.

ion

acity

which will bu directed to in-
dependent  power  plants
(IPPs) that have not produced
any electricity and have re-
mained idle As a result, dili-
gent consumers who regularly
pay their bills will bear the
burden of this significant
amaount The substantial costs
are a consequence of past
governmental agreements to
install power plants in large
quantities, with guarantees to
purchase the electricity pro-
duced. These guarantees also
included payments to the [PPs
even if the electricity was not
taken from them.

Consequently, although
there is available capacity, it is
not being added to the na-
tional grid, yet consumers are

W

Il required to pay for this
idle capacity. These flawed

agreements with TPPs have D

led to consumers effectively
subsidising these idle plants at
a rate of approximately Rel7

2023-24 already intimated to
he energy ministry (Power
on) on  May 31,
2024 Accordingly, the Au-
thority has decided to allow
the instant positive quarterly
of Rs.46.613 bil-

per unit- y higher
than the average electricity
price of around Rs% per
unit.In pursuance of proviso
(ii) to Sub-Section 7 of Sec-
tion 31 of the Regulation of
Generation, Transmission and
Distribution of Electric Power
Act, 1997 (XL of 1997),
NEPRA has said that it noti-

fies complete decision of the be

authority in the matter of Re-
quests filed by XWDISCOs
for peniodic adjustment in tar-
iff for the 3rd quarter of FY

I|011 pertaining to the 3rd
quarter of the FY 2023 24, in
a period of three months i.e.
June 2024 to  Augus
2024.0ut of the total burdun
of Rs46.613 billion, Rs2:

billion will be charged on ac-
count of capacity charges,

less FCA impact of T&D
losses, Rs5.300 billion O&M,
1 billion use of

nd R:
system charges —RT/Agency

ECP Errors Cost PTI Party Symbol, Says
Justice Akhter In SIC Reserve-Seats Case

KARACHI: Justice Munib
Akhtar Akhtar during the full
court hearing on reserved

seats case highlighted a string 8

of legal mistakes made by the
Election Commission of Pak-

istan (ECP) that compelled .

PTl-backed candidates to
contest elections as inde-
pendents.

He further stated that the §

issue regarding reserved seats
came down to whether these
candidates should be "denied
those reserved seats simply
because now they have taken
shelter under [the Sunni Ttte-
had Council].”

These remarks were made
as the full bench of the apex
court resumed hearing the
SI1C’s plea o Tuesday against
the denial of reserved seats in
assemblies for women and
minorities,

13-member  bench
headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Qazi Faez 1sa and
comprising Justices Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah, Munib
Akhtar, Yahva Afridi, Amin-
uddin  Khan, Mandokhail,
Muhammad  Ali - Mazhar,
Ayesha Malik, Athar Minal-
Syed Hasan Azhar Rizvi,
ahid Waheed, Trfan Saadat
Khan and Naeem Akhtar
Afghan, resumed the hearing
today.

SIC's lawyer, Advocate
Faisal Siddiqui, asserted that
although the SIC didn’t par-
ticipate in the elections as a

party, independent candidates
did indeed take part

He further emphasized
that the SIC did provide a list
of its candidates, but the ECP
rejected it. claiming that the
party hadn't contested the
elections.

CJP Isa pointed out that
the SIC had identified itself
as a parliamentary political

party twice and as a political
party one.
In response, Advocate

Siddiqui argued that a politi-
cal party could also be a par-
liamentary political party.

"The Constitution makes
a distinction between a par-
liamentary political party and
a political party," noted the
chief justice

"We were a political party
before the February & elec-
tions and became a parlia-
mentary political party after
[winning ]mdq\cﬂdml candi-
dates joined us,” the SI1C
lawyer replied, emphasizing
that the Constitution doesn’t

include the term "parliamen-
tary party” except in Article
Al

=
=

Responding to the SIC
lawyer's argument that lh\ e
wouldn't have been any issue
if the apex court had clanified
its verdict on the bat symbol.
the chief justice stated that
the matter of reserved seats
would not exist if the PTT had

conducted  iis  intra-party
clections
"Don't attribute every-

thing to the SC." he empha-
sized."The PTI deprived its
people of democratic rights
[...1if the elections had been
held. PTI members them-
selves would have benefited

"Tf you want 10 talk about
demaocracy, then adhere to it
strictly,” the chief judge re-
marked Meanwhile, Justice
Akhtar, recalling that the in-
dependent candidates had in-
dicated their affiliation with
the PTI, and that their nomi-
nation papers were accepted
and they won the elections,

stated that a candidate who
hves,as part of

presents
a party will be considergdal.

filiated with it.

He remarked, "Only those
will be considered as inde-
pendent idates who sub-
mit an affidavit that he is not
afﬁlimd with any political

Huw can the ECP's law

§ could declare PTI'S candi-

dates as indepy " Jus-
tice Akhtar noted:
Responding to Justice
Akhtar's comments that the
controversy arose after a po-
litical party was deprived of
ectoral symbol, the chief
justice questioned why the
PTI didn't challenge the
court's orders in this regard
“Why did vou not ask for
the bat as an independent
candidate,” the CJP asked
Advocate Siddiqui." All inde-
pendent candidates cannot
ask for bat." the counsel
replied, stressing that Salman
Akram Raja had even re-
quested the ECP to be de-
clared as a PTI candidate
Ho\\«uu he added. Raja's

Lllsnnweﬂ “There's a different
form for each constituency,
why can't you ask for it,' the
judge stressed, He said that
the party should've declared
its candiclates as independent
and should've then sought the
bat symbol

“You should've at least

tried to securéjthe bat sym-
bol. The SC“swould hign
wouldihave seen whether'it
was o besallotted 10 you or
no" the P saids

The cour then adjoumed
the heaging till June

In vmda}s hearing, the

3

gued Ihatm;, 'ng reserved
seats 1o other paities yiolated
specific arnclesofthe Con-
stitution. Siddiqi referenced
an ECP letter to support the
SIC's entitlement to reserved
seats in the National Assem-
bly. CIP Isa then asked Sid-
digi for details on the benefi-
ciaries and a breakdown of
the additional seats allocated
to ruling coalition parties.
Siddigi noted discrepancies
in the numbers provided by
the electoral watchdog. Jus-
tice Isa further inquired about
the party-wise allocation of
these additional seats, which
igi provided along with
details for provincial assem-
blies The ECP counsel was
summoned to clarify the
number of additionally allo-
cated reserved seats for
women in the NA, confirm-
ing 23 seats. Siddigi also
presented the number of
general seats won by each
party in the recent elections,
emphasizing the SIC's sta-
tus as a parliam
party —RT/Agency

Foreign Office
Receives
Declassified

Clpher

Copies

ISLAMABAD: With the ver-
dict of the cipher case an-
nounced, the foreign office
has received all the declassi-
fied copies of cipher

The FO has received de-
classified copies from the
Senate and National Assem-
bly as the documents had
been provided to these insti-
tutions during the PTT gov-
emment

In 2023, the FO had writ-
ten a letter to the NA speaker
and Senate chairman where
they asked for the return of
declassified copies

Sources said the FO's

step to get the declassified
copies back was crucial o
1op the use of cipher for po-
litical reasons
The PTI govemment had
sent the declassified copies
of cipher to NA and Senate
after the approval of cabinet
to bring the matter before the
parliament

In this regard, a parlia-
mentary committee had
also been formed in which
the representatives of all
political parties were in-
vited, however no PDM
member participated in the
meeting —RT/Agency

All Communities

Enjoying

Freedom In Pakistan:
Law Minister

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Law and Justice, Senator
Azam Nazeer Tarar on Tues-
day said that all religions
were enjoying complete reli-
wious freedom in Pakistan

Addressing a ceremony,
he welcomed all the people
of the Sikh community who
amived in Pakistan.

The minister said that the
people of this country re-
spected the traditions of Sikh
community as there was a
strong connection between
the two sides. The Sikh com-
munity has vibrant role in the
development of the country.

He further said that pro-
maotion of interfaith harmany
was need of the hour.

Azam Nazeer Tarar said
that teaching of “Guru
Manak™ negate the material-

Religious

ism, adding that no religion

permits for hate and vio-

Service to the human-
should be our mission, he
said, adding that the Prime
Minister of Pakistan has sent
his greetings to the Sikh

len

the govemment was taking
measures to further facilitate
the Sikh people who arrived

here Pakistan—RT/Agency

PTI Willing To Engage In Dialogue With
Key Stakeholders, Asserts Arif Alvi

ISLAMABAT: Former pres-
ident and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insafl’ (PTT) senior leader Dr
Arif Alvi said on Tuesday
that hus party would hold dia-
logue with the one who has
real power to make deci-
sions.

He stated this while re-
sponding to a question about
the impression that incarcer-
ated PT1 founder Imran Khan
was not in favour of holding
dialogue with his political
apponents to bring stability
10 the country.

The statement came after
multiple calls from the in-
cumbent government urgi
the embartled Imran Khan-
founded party to hold talks 1o
tion 1o end the po-
is, however, the
former ruling party failed o
give a clear response so far

Addressing a press con-
ference in Lahore, Alvi also
said that he has “lost all hope
as accountability is impossi-
ble in Pakistan”

He praised the Islamabad

High Coun's (IHC) verdict in
the diplomatic cable case for
which he claimed that “the
case was lodged for no rea-
son”. As a former head of the
ate, Dr Alvi maintained that
it was prerogative of a prime
minister w decide whether 1o
apprise the narion or not re-
garding a cipher
The ex-president criti-
cised thar the “entire elite
class is opposing the ac-
countability or investigation™
into the sensitive marters. 1
have lost all hope as account-
s impossible in our
" he added

country,

“From [former military
ruler] Ayub Khan till today
accountability is not our pri-
arity. Our people are so sure
0 see no justice here in Pak-
ie‘lan.‘ he alleged
“Pakistan has suffered a

major loss due to regime
change,” Alvi said
1o the ouster of PT
emment in April 2022

He went on 1o say that the
political developments also
impacted the national econ-
omy by creating uncertainty
everywhere which led the
local business class to invest
abroad —RT/Agency

Vawda Declines To Offer
Unconditional Apology In
Contempt Case

ISLAMABAD: Senator
Faisal Vawda has refused to
issue an unconditional apol-
ogy to the Supreme Court in
the contempt case and
sought an end to the matter,

saying that several others J

had issued remarks similar to
his

Owver his anti-judiciary re-
marks during his press con
ference on May 15, \d“dd
asked the court to show re-
straint in the contempt of
court proceedings

In response to the notice,
he asked the Supreme Court
fo withdraw the contempt of
court case against him, say-
ing that the purpose behind
his allegedly malicious press
conference was the country’s
wellbeing. The politico is-
sued the statement a day
prior to his appearance in the
contempt of court case for
his tirade against the judici-
ary over the lslamabad High
" letter,
pointing out the intelligence
agency’s meddling in judi-
cial affairs and alleged dual
nationality of a senior judge

The apex court has fixed
the hearing of the case
against the independent sen-
ator and Muttahida Qaumi

Maovement-Pakistan (MOM-

P} senior leader Mustafa
Kamal on June 5, as Kamal
has also held a similar press
conference on May 16.In the
response submitted to the
Supreme Court, Senator
Vawda submitted transcripts
of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, Jamiat Ulema ¢
Islam-Fazl chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1) leader
Raoof Hasan’s  speeches
wherein they had made hard-
hitting speeches against the
judiciary.

He apprised the court that

Hasan had threatened judges
and the judiciary as well as
called a judge “tout™.
Whereas, Shehbaz had called

lack sh and
Fazl threatened judges in a
speech outside the top court's
building.

On the other hand, Vawda
said he had every respect and
regard for the judiciary and
could never imagine doing
any act which lowered the
estimation of the judiciary in
any manne

However, he  said:
=, highlighting or critique
of judgements of the courts
ed to have had a nega-
tive impact on the lives of
the citizens of Pakistan is not
contempt."—RT/Agency
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TANDO ALLAHYAR: RT Correspondent Afaque Khanzada forgave a rickshaw
diriw

Ubaid

Baloch, who mishehaved
of senior journalist Syed Ateeq Rehman.—R

ith him a few days ago after the intervention
T

MPA Pir Mujeeb ul
Haq reassures to resolve
Dadu’s issues

By Javed Laghari
DADU: PPP MPA Pir Mu-

jeeb ul Haq recently con- §

vened a gathering at Pir
House, where he had the op-
portunity to meet with a sig-
nificant number of local resi-
dents, The event provided a
platform for Barrister Pir
Mujibul Haq to interact di-
rectly with the people of
Dadu, listening to their griev-
ances and discussing poten-
tial solutions.

Emphasizing the PPP's
commitment to serving the
people, Barrister Pir Mujeeh
ul Haq reiterated the party's
dedication to promptly ad-
dressing the issues faced by
the public. The gathering
served as a testament to the
party's ethos of grassroots en-

gagement and responsiveness
to the needs of the commu-
nity.

Amidst a supportive at-
maosphere, many party work-
ers and supporters also
joined the event, demonstrat-
ing their solidarity with MPA
Pir Mujeeb ul Hag and their
shared commitment to the
betterment of Dadu, The
presence of enthusiastic
party members further en-

hanced the dialogue between
the leadership and the citi-
zens, facilitating a produc-
tive exchange of ideas and
concems

The gathering at Pir
House underscored the PPP's
ongoing efforts to foster
meaningful engagement with
the people of Dadu, reaffirm-
ing its status as a party of the
people and a champion of
their interests.

ADC-I Umerkot Javed Ahmed
Dahri reviews arrangements
for Agricultural Census-2024

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The Additional
Deputy  Commissioner-I,
Javed Ahmed Dahni, empha-
sized the significance of pro-
viding comprehensive infor-
mation for Pakistan's seventh
agricultural census, sched-
uled for 2024. He made these
remarks during a meeting at
the Deputy Commissioner's
Office to review the arrange-
ments for the census.

The meeting was anended
by key officials, including
Shehzad Kunbhar, Divisional
Coordinator of the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics for Mir-
purkhas; Assistant Commis-
sioner Umerkot, Rajab Ali
Satiyo, Assistant Commis-
sioner Samaro and Pithora
Sanjay Kumar, Assistant
Commissioner Kunri;
Deputy Director of Live-
stock, Dr. Ganesh Kumar;
Deputy Director of Agricul-
ture; District Education Offi-
cer Primary, Syed Aslam
Shah; DSP Umerkot, Ta-
sawur Jatt; and District Infor-

mation Officer Umerkot,
Muhammad Aslam Bhari,
among others.

During the session, She-

hzad Kunbhar provided a de-
tailed briefing on the upcom-
ing agricultural  census.
ADC-I Javed Ahmed Dahri
highlighted the importance of
the seventh agricultural cen-
SUS, noting that it will be the
first such survey since 2010,
He stressed that the data col-
lected will be crucial for gov-
ernment policy-making and
will have significant benefits
for the public

ADC-1 Dahri assured

that the district administra-
tion of Umerkot is commit-
ted 1o ensuring the success
of the agricultural census.
He pledged full cooperation
with all stakeholders in-
volved, emphasizing the
need for accurate and com-
prehensive data to facilitate
effective policy decisions
The meeting under-
scored the collaborative ef-
forts required to conduct
the census, reflecting the
administration's dedication

1o achieving a thorough and
successful data collection
process

Woman found dead in TMK

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: A grim discovery
shook the residents of
Tando Muhammad Khan as
the lifeless body of a
woman was found on Hy-
derabad Road on Tuesday.
The woman had been bru-
tally murdered, her throat
slit, in a disturbing and
tragic incident.

Authorities swiftly re-
sponded to the scene, with

the body of the deceased
woman transported to a
local area hospital for fur-
ther examination and inves-
tigation. Despite efforts by
law enforcement officials,
the identity of the victim re-
mained uncenfirmed at the
time of reporting The grue-
some nature of the crime
has  sent shockwaves
through the community,
prompting concerns and
calls for justice. Local resi-
dents are left reeling from

the senseless violence that
has claimed the life of an
innocent woman

the heinous crime continue,
authorities are urged to ex-
pedite their efforts to appre-
hend the perpetrators and
bring them to justice The
tragic loss of life serves as a
stark reminder of the need
for enhanced security meas-
ures and vigilance to ensure
the safety and well-being of
all citizens.

HYDERABAD: I\-‘[embers and leaders of the HDA Mazdoor Union are holding a
protest demonstration outside the Mayor’s office against the non-payment of their
T

| their s

Sindh Minister Syed
Sardar Ali Shah,

MPA Syed

Ameer Ali

Shah condole with
Pithoro notables

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORO: Sindh N
for Education and Minerals,
Syed Sardar Ali Shah, and
MPA Syed Ameer Ali Shah
visited the village of An-
waruddin Sand to offer their
condolences to the Pakistan
Peoples Party (FFP) worker
Siddigue Sand on the sad de-
mise of his mother.

During their visit, the
FPF leaders ﬂlbU extended

sion, including Poonjo Mal
Bheel, Raees Allah Nawaz
Khoso, Town Vice Chairman
Vikram Kumar, Syed Dil-
shad Shah, Abdul Wahid
Anisar, Shahjghan Arisar, and
Haji Abdul Karim Arisar.
Their presence underscored

Wednesday, June 05, 2024

H\ DI'.'RAB;\D Residents of Makrani Para are holdlng a protest demonstration at
the Hyderabad Press Club against the highhandedness of UC-131 Chairman Rajab

Khaskheli-RT

MPA Rana Hameer Singh
Sodho’s personal secretary
reviews development works

in Umerkot

By Muk d Bachal

the strong ¢ bonds
and the collective support ex-
tended to the grieving fami-
lies.

The wisit by the provin-

2 to Sufi
Aqeel Sadiq over the loss of
his sister

A number of notable fig-
ures from the community
were present during the occa-

cial deub highlight v.i their
cO to by
their party workers and con-
stituents in times of personal
loss, reflecting the values of
empathy and  solidarity
within the community.

New office-bearers
of WAPDA
Hydroelectric Union
Khanpur elected

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: In a remarkable
display of unity, all candi-
dates in the WAPDA Hydro-
elecrric Union election for
the Khanpur Subdivision in
Taluka Khanpur have been
elected unopposed. The new
office-bearers include Chair-
man Sher Muhammad Chan-
dio, Vice Chairman Shaukat
Ali Chachar, General Secre-
tary Ali Hassan Malik, and
Joint Secretary Abdul Samad
Kalhoro. The absence of any
opposing candidates led 1o
their amtomatic and unani-
MOUS Victory

The election, held without
any contest, saw a wave of
support and enthusiasm from
union leaders and workers,
who gathered 1o congratulate
the newdy elected officials. In

a celebratory gesture, the
newly elected office-bearers
were garlanded with flowers,
symbolizing the members'
confidence and expectarions
fior their leadership.

The unopposed election
of the new office-bearers is
seen as a testament 1o their
leadership qualities and the
trust placed in them by their
colleagues. The union mem-
bers expressed hope for con-
tinued progress and solidarity
under the new leadership.

The WAPDA Hydro-
electric Union plays a
crucial role in addressing
the concerns and welfare
of its members, and the
newly elected officials
are expected to uphold
these  responsibilities
with dedication and in-
tegrity

Cases of mouth
cancer on the rise
in Thatta

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: An alarming in-
crease in cases of mouth can-
cer has been reported in the
Thatta district, primarily
linked to the ¢ n of

act swiftly to eradicate the
sale and use of these deadly
products. Dr. Lal issued a
passionate appeal to the resi-
dents of Thatta, urging them
to refrain from using these
harmful re-

harmful chewing substances
such as Gutka, Mawa, and

Mainpuri. Dr. Sham Lal,
head of the Dental Depart-
ment at Civil Hospital

Thatta, disclosed that the dis-

trict has witnessed a signifi-

cant surge in oral cancer
cases, with 210 patients diag-

nosed over the past five
years. Dr. Lal provided de-

tailed statistics, indicating
that out of the 210 diagnosed
patients, 165 are in the early
stages of er, while 50
have progre: to the third
and final stage, experiencing
severe pain and distress. He
emphasized the crucial role

a

: i | played by Gutka and similar

banned products in the onset
of this devastating disease.
"The situation is alarming
and requires immediate at-
tention from authorities,” Dr.
Lal stated. The consumption
of Gutka, Mawa, Mainpuri,
and similar substances is the
primary cause of this surge in
mouth cancer cases. We must

0P
vent life- threalemm7 dis-
eases. He highlighted the se-

UMERKOT: Kanwal Mohan
Lal Ratnani, the personal sec-
retary to PPP MPA Rana
Hameer Singh Sodho, along

with other local leaders, con- §

ducted a thorough review of
the ongoing development
works in various localities of
Umerkot. The inspection
covered Shahmir Kumbhar
Colony, Sattarabad. Muno
Malhi. Sodho Paro, Daro
Kolhi, Jogi Colony., Bheel
Paro, and several other areas.

Joining Ratnani in this re-
view were MC member
Ramesh Kumar Ratnani, Haji
Muhammad Urs Khart, Kr-

ishna Mehrani, Advocale
Bhuralal  Bheel, Yousif
Nohrio, Chitro Mal, and

Gautam Bhorani. They col-
lectively urged confractors o
utilize better materials and
maintain high standards of
workmanship o ensure the
projects provide long-term
benefits to the local popula-

tion.

The residents of these
areas expressed their grat-
itude to the Sindh Govern-
ment and MPA Rana
Hameer Singh Sodho, not-
ing that development work
had been neglected for
Many YEars, Causing comn-
siderable hardship. They
appreciated the current ef-
forts and were hopeful that
the new projects would

significantly improve their

living conditions.

This initiative under-
scores the commitment of
the Sindh government and
PPP MPA Rana Hameer
Singh Sodho to addressing
public concerns and en-
hancing the quality of life
for the people in Umerkot
through  effective  and
high-quality development
projects

ADC-I Muhammad Saleem
Jatoi visits Taluka Hospital
Tando Adam

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: Muham-
mad Saleem latoi, Additional
Deputy Commissioner-1, un-
demook a comprehensive in-
spection of the facilities at
Tando Adam Taluka Hospital.
Accompanied by the Medical
Superintendent (MS) of the
hospital, Syed Fazal Shah, the
visit aimed to evaluate the
healtheare services available
1o the public

During the inspection,
ADC-I Jatoi toured various
departments within the hospi-
tal premises, including the
Matemity Ward, Heat Stroke

Ward, Outpatient Department
{OPD), Emergency Ward, and
the storeroom. This thorough
assessment provided valuable
insights into the existing
healtheare infrastructure and
highlighted areas for improve-
ment \ddleqem(- the gather-
ing, Muhammad Saleem Jatoi
reaffirmed the district admin-
istration's unwavering com-
Mitment 1 ensuring accessi-
ble healthcare services for all
residents. He commended the
dedicarion and hard work of
the Health Department offi-
cials and staff members who
tirelessly strive to uphold this
essential mandate The visit

served as an opportunity for
dialogue and collaboration be-
tween the district administra-
tion, healthcare professionals,
paramedical staff, and other
stakeholders. By fostering a
spirit of cooperation, the aim
is 10 enhance the quality of
healthcare delivery and ad-
dress the evolving needs of
the COMMunity
effectively. The proactive en-
pagement of ADC-1 Jani un-
derscores the administration's
proactive approach towards
healthcare provision, priositz-
ing the well-being and wel-
fare of every individual within
the district

Larkana boy severely injured for trying to free
a pigeon from a high tension electric wire

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: A brave act to
rescue a trapped pigeon
from a high-tension electric
wire turned tragic for a 13-
year-old boy, Mehmood Ali
son of Wahid Ali Unar, in
Siddigabad. The incident
occurred on Tuesday, result-
ing in severe bum injuries to
the young boy.In a coura-
geous attempt to free the pi
geon,  Mehmood Al
climbed up to the power
line, unaware of the immi-

nent danger posed by the
high-voltage wires. Tragi-
cally, he came into contact
with the live wire, sustain-
ing severe burns in the
process Upon receiving the
news, concerned bystanders
rushed the injured boy to the
CMC Hospital, where med-
ical professionals promptly
administered first aid How-
ever, the extent of the in-
juries is severe, with doctors
confirming that approxi-
mately 70  percent of
Mehmood Ali's body has

been affected by burns The
incident serves as a sobering
reminder of the dangers as-
sociated with high-tension
electric wires and the im-
portance of exercising cau-
tion around such hazardous
infrastructure. The bravery
displayed by Mehmood Ali
highlights the innate com-
passion towards animals but
also underscores the need
for awareness and education
regarding electrical safety to
prevent such tragic acci-
dents in the future.

vere health consequences of
these products and called for
aconcerted community effort
to address this growing
heallh

is advocating Ful dcc

tion from local authorities to
curb the distribution and con-
sumption of Gutka and other
harmful substances.

He believes that only
through collective efforts can
the community
from the devast 3
of these products. The blhld
tion in Thatta underscores the
urgent need for increased
awareness and preventive
measures to combat the rise
in oral cancer associated with
these dangerous substances.
Dr. Lal's call to action em-
phasizes the importance of
community involvement and
siringent regulatory measures
to tackle this public health
1580e.

HYDERA BAD: Adv otate Rashid Raees and other civil society leaders are addressing

a press conference at the Hyderabad press elub.-RT
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New office-bearers of Tando Allahyar
Union of Journalists elected

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: The
Tande Allahyar Union of
lournalists conducted its
elections under the supervi-
sion of Mirza Pathan and
Shabbir Mashori, culminat-
ing in the selection of new
office-bearers to lead the or-

ganization.
Following the election
process,  Syed  Naseer

Muhammad Shah emerged
victorious as the President,
with Waheed Faraz Qureshi
assuming the role of Senior
Vice President and Ashraf
Mangrio elected as Vice
President. Suleman Senhro
was elected as the General
Secretary, while Qasim
Chaniyo secured the position
of Joint Secretary. Feroz Ali
Manganhar was appointed as
the Information Secretary,

= L]
and Fahad Tofique
Qaimkhani took on the role
of Treasurer. Raja Fahad
Khanzada was elected as the
Office Secretary.

In his inaugural address,
newly elected President Syed
Naseer Muhammad Shah ex-
pressed his confidence in the
leadership of the Tando Al-
lahyar Union of Joumnalists.
He underscored the pivotal
role played by the Union in
safeguarding the welfare and
rights of journalists, pledging

to address any challenges
faced by media professionals
and ensuring their unfettered
ability to discharge their du-
ties effectively.

The election of the new
office-bearers heralds a new
chapter for the Tando Allah-
yar Union of Journalists, s

standards, promoting press
freedom, and advocating for
the rights of media personnel
in the region.

Health Dept, SPARC organize a
free medical camp in Umerkot

By Muhammad Bachal

UMERKOT: The Sindh
Government's Health De-
partment, in collaboration
with the Health Care Service

Rehabilitation Program, the |

Health Department Umerkot,
and SPARC, an organization
advocating for farmers and
laborers, organized a one-
day free medical camp in the
village of Valhar. The camp
saw a significant turnout,

with over 300 patients re- |

ceiving free treatment and
check-ups for various ail-
ments.

The medical team pro-
vided treatment for a range
of conditions, including skin
diseases, hepatitis, diarrhea,
and children's illnesses, In
addition to medical consulta-
tions, the camp offered free
medicings and tablets, Es-
sential diagnostic tests, such
as ultrasounds, and tests for
sugar, cholesterol, hepatitis,
and urine analysis, were also
conducted to ensure compre-
hensive healthcare services,

Asif Bagir, SPARC’s Dis-
trict Manager, highlighted

the critical need for such ini-
tiatives, pointing out that
District Umerkot is home to
over 65 brick kilns where
numerous laborers  work
under challenging condi-
tions. Due to the high inci-
dence of various diseases
among  these  workers,
SPARC frequently organizes
medical camps to address

their healthcare needs,

The event underscored
the collaborative effort be-
tween government and non-
covenmental organizations
1o provide vital healthcare
services  to underserved
communities, reflecting a
strong commitment to im-
proving public health in the
region

NWM laborer dies of
a heatstroke

By Yousif Rind

NAWAB WALI MUHAM-
MAD: The relentless heat-
wave gripping Nawab Wali
Mubhammad Shah and its sur-
rounding areas has tragically
claimed the life of a 35-year-
old laborer, Sahib Khan
Bughio.

The incident unfolded in
the village of Haji Khan
Bughio, where the scorching
temperatures proved fatal for
Sahib Khan Bughio. Despite
efforts by local authorities w

mitigate the effects of the
heat, the intensity of the heat-
wave proved overwhelming,
resulting in the laborer's col-
lapse.

Prompt medical attention
was sought, and Sahib Khan
Bughio was swiftly trans-
ported to the nearby area hos-
pital. However, despite med-
ical effonts, he succumbed to
the severe heatstroke.

Following  necessary
medico-legal formalities, his
body was handed over to his
grieving family to perform

final rites and arrangements

This unfortunate incident
serves as a stark reminder of
the dangers posed by extreme
weather conditions, high-
lighting the need for in-
creased awareness and pre-
cautionary  measures 1o
safeguard against heat-re-
lated illnesses and fatalities.
As temperatures continue 1o
soar, authorities are urged 1©
intensify efforts 1o protect
vulnerable individuals from
the adverse effects of heat-
waves

Thatta Police arrest 13
during operations against
drug dealers

By Khuda Bux Brohi

THATTA: Police in Thatta,
under the guidance of SSP
Dr. Muhammad Tmran Khan
have launched a rigorous
crackdown on drugs, crimi-
nal elements, habitual of-
fenders, and the sale of
banned items like Gutka and
mainpuri. As a result of these
efforts, authorities have ap-
prehended 12 Gutka material
suppliers, one drug dealer,
and one active criminal, fil-
ing cases against them under
various criminal laws. Dur-
ing the operations conducted
in Makli, Dhabeji, and
Thatta, law enforcement

seized a significant amount
of contraband and vehicles,
including 561 kg of Gutka
material, 450 packets of
Mawa, 2 Cultus cars, 2 rick-
shaws, 1020 grams of
hashish, 30 bags of local al-
cohol, and 1 pistol. The ar-
rested gutka material suppli-
ers have been identified as
Mumtaz Dolo, Salman Dolo,

Ismail Pathan, Shehzad
Pathan, Shakesl Memon,
Zahid Abdullah Mallah,

Hamida Samijo, Shaista
Samijo, Sanam Samijo,
Maryam Samijo, Ameena
Samejo, and  Kulsoom
Samejo. Additionally, Sajjad
alias Sajo Dayo, a drug

dealer, and Addo alias Eid
Muhammad Gandro, wanted
in connection with a robbery
case by Makli police, have
been apprehended. Further
operations led to the seizure
of an additional 261 kg of
gutka material and 450 pack-
ets of Gutka Mawa. Separate
cases under the Gutka Act,
Narcotics Act, Drugs Ordi-
nance, and Arms Act have
been registered against the
arrested individuals at their
respective police stations.
The Thatta police affirm their
dedication to continuing ef-
forts to eradicate illegal sub-
stances and criminal activi-
ties from the community.

Pithoro residents
apprehend two thieves

By Mismail Khilji

PITHORO: A daring act of
vigilantism unfolded in the
village of Pithoro last night,
as residents apprehended two
thieves in the midst of steal-
ing a transformer installed on
a pole. Chaudhry Akram
Arain and fellow villagers
sprang into action upon
noticing the theft in progress,
swiftly capturing the culprits,
identified as Nazru Shar and
Nasrullah Shar.

However, the confronta-

tion did not end without inci-
dent, as the thieves resorted
to violence in a bid to escape.
Armed with axes, they at-
tacked the villagers, resulting
in severe injunies to one man.
Prompt medical attention
was provided, and the injured
individual was transferred to
Pithoro Hospital for treat-
ment

Despite the assailants” at-
tempts to evade capture, the
resolute villagers managed to
overpower them, ensuring
that they were detained until

the arrival of law enforce-
ment authorities. The appre-
hended thieves, along with
evidence of their crime, were
subsequently handed over to
the police for further investi-
wation and legal action.

The courageous actions of
Chaudhry Akram Arain and
the vigilant villagers exem-
plify the community's com-
mitment to maintaining law
and order, sending a clear
message that ciminal activi-
ties will not be tolerated in
Pithora.

Jhol man found
dead in Karachi

By Mettab Shar

JHOL: Concerns have been
ransed following the discov-
ery of the body of a young
man from Thol in Karachi.
The deceased, identified as
Ghulam Rasool, son of
Makoro Shar, had been re-
ported missing, prompting a
search effort that unfortu-
nately yielded no results.
However, on Tuesday, his
lifeless body was discovered
in the Safoora Goth arca of
Karachi.

The tragic discovery has
left the community in shock,
as Ghulam Rasool's where-
abouts had remained un-
known despite extensive ef-
forts to locate him. After the
body was identified, with no

heirs present, it was laid to
rest by the Edhi Foundation.
Upon learning of the
tragic fate of their loved one,
the Family of the deceased
has demanded swift action
and justice. They are urging
authorities to  apprehend
those responsible for Ghu-
lam Rasool's untimely de-
mise, as the: k closure
and accountability for the
loss of their relative.

As investigations into
the circumstances  sur-
rounding Ghulam Rasool's
death unfold. the family's
plea for justice serves as a
stark reminder of the need
for swift and thorough ac-
tion to address  such
tragedies and bring perpe-
trators to justice

By Aljaz Jokhic

DAULATPUR: In a tragic
incident that unfolded in vil-
lage Sobho Dahri, Daulat-
pur Police have registered a
case conceming a violent
clash within the Dahri com-
munity, resulting in the
death of a young man and
critical injuries ro  his
brother. Rashid Ali Dahri
was fatally artacked, while
his brother Zahid Ali Dahri
sustained severe injuries
The perpetrators, identified
a8 cousins of the victims, in-
clude police constable
Deedar Ali Dahri and Dilbar
Dahri
The

incident  has

Case of Dahri
community clash
registered in
Daulatpur

shocked the local commu-
nity, as the father of the de-
ceased and injured youwl
filed a formal complaint,
leading to the registration of
the case against the accused.
Despite the gravity of the
situation, the accused have
not ver been apprehended
by the authorities
In a gesture of support,
SSP Shaheed Benazirabad,
Tanvir Hussain Tunio, vis-
ited the bereaved family o
offer his condolences and
assured them of justice. The
delay in the arrest of the ac-
cused has raised concems
among the locals, who are
calling for swift action to
ensure justice is served

By Faroog Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: Driven by
the directives of the Minister
for Environment, Climate
Change, and Coastal Devel-
opment, Dost Muhammad
Rahimon, and the Secretary
for Environment, Climate
Change, and Coastal Devel-
opment, Madam Nabeela
Umar, a proactive response
was initiated by the Sindh
i Protection

SEPA’s Regional In
charge takes notice of

public complaints in
Shaheed Benazirabad

other refuse from the city.
was  being  recklessly
dumped. This unchecked
dumping had resulted in per-
wvasive odor issues and posed
significant health hazards to
the local populace.

SEPA's swift intervention
resulted in the immediate
cessation of these hazardous
ties on-site. Dr. Gul

=

TALHAR: The Kolhi com-
munity voiced their griev-
ances through a protest
demonstration staged
along the Badin-Hyder-
abad Road, denouncing the
actions of influential fig-
ures in their area. Led by
protest leaders including
Lashmi, Kalawati, Sodho,
and others, the community
members expressed con-
cemns over the threats is-
sued by local influential
individuals near the Cattle
Market.

Speaking to the media,
the protest leaders high-
lighted the dire situation
faced by their community,
as they are being coerced
into vacating their homes
to make way for the occu-
pation of state land where
they have resided for sev-
eral years.

The protesters vehe-
mently demanded that
higher authorities take im-
mediate notice of the mat-
ter and ensure justice for
their community. Failure

Kolhi community demands justice,
protection in Talhar land dispute

to address their griev-
ances, they wamned, would
prompt them to escalate
their protest.

The plight of the Kolhi
community underscores
the urgent need for protec-
tion of marginalized
groups and the preserva-
tion of their rights. As the
protest continues, the
community remains stead-
fast in their demand for
justice and accountability
from the relevant authori-
ties. —RT

By Mumtaz Ali

QAZI AHMED: The be-
reaved family of the late
Raees Haji Ali Nawaz Khan
Unar, former MPA. mourmns
the loss of their beloved ma-
triarch, as the mother of PPP
leaders Jam Zulfigar Ali
Unar and Jam Aftab Khan
Unar has passed away

The somber occasion saw
the gathering of moumers at
Naz Bagh to bid farewell to
the departed soul. Funeral
prayers were offered for the

deceased, with an outpouring
of support and condolences
from relatives, friends, and
members of the community.
Among those paying their
respects were prominent fig-
ures such as Sardar Jam
Tamachi Unar, MPA Ghulam
Qadir  Chandio, Sardar
Iftikhar Ali Unar, Nawaz
Mian Unar, and Shahid Mian
Unar, alongside a multitude
of individuals from neighbor-
ing cities and villages. The
solemn gathering reflected
the deep-rooted connections

Mother of PPP’s Jam Zulfigar Ali Unar
and Jam Aftab Khan Unar passes away

and bonds shared by the de-
ceased with her community.

As the family navigates
through this penod of grief,
condolences continue to pour
in for Jam Zulfigar Ali Unar
and Jam Aftab Khan Unar,
offering solace and support
during this trving time.

The passing of their es-
teemed mother marks the end
of an era, leaving behind a
legacy of love, compassion,
and enduning memonies cher-
ished by all those who had
the privilege of knowing her.

DC Shaheed Benazirabad Shahryar

By Faroog Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD:  Deputy
Commissioner Shahryar Gul
Memon chaired a meeting at
the Darbar Hall of the DC
Office  to review  the
arrangements for the sev-
enth digital agricultural cen-
sus 2024 in Shaheed Be-
nazirabad. Addressing the
meeting, Deputy Commis-
sioner Shahryar Gul Memon
stated that the seventh di
tal agricultural census will
COMMENCE In AUgust ACross
the district, in line with the
national schedule. He em-
phasized the need for the
Agriculture and Livestock
Departments to utilize all
resources to ensure the suc-
cessful and accurate collec-
tion of data for the census in
the distrier. The Deputy

Commissioner
the officials from the Statis-
tics Department to share the
list of villages related to the
agricultural census with the
respective Assistant Com-
missioners of the relevant
areas. He assured that the
district and tehsil adminis-
trations would provide full
support in this regard. He
also announced that the Ad-
ditional Deputy Commis-
sioner has been appointed as
the focal person for the agri-
cultural census. During the
ieeting, Divisional Coorci-
nator of Statistics Bilawal
Ahmed and District Coordi-
nator Noorudin Jamali in-
formed that the first phase
of the seventh digital agri-
cultural census will start in
August, followed by the
second phase from Septem-
ber 1 to October 15. They

instructed

Gul Memon chairs meeting for 7th
Agricultural Census-2024

training of master trainers
for the agricultural census
will be held in Islamabad
from July 1 0 July 11, while
the training for supervisors
and other staff will take
place in Nawabshah from
July 22 to July 27. The
meeting was attended by
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner One Shaheed Be-
nazirabad Nawab Sameer
Laghari, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Two Ali Sher
Jamali, Additional Director
of Agriculture Muhammad
Ramzan Channa, District
Education Officer Masood
Ahmed Sehto, Deputy Di-
rector of Livestock Dr
Barkat Lakho, DSP Police
Abdul Hameed Jalbani, as
well as all the Assistant
Commissioners and
Mukhtiarkars of the tehsils

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: Concerned citi-
zens of Kandhkot have
penned a letter addressed to
the President of the Larkana
Press Club, Ghulam Murtaza
Kalhoro, urging intervention
from PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari. The letter
highlights the longstanding
issue of absenteeism among
female teachers in govern-
ment schools across the
Kandhkot-Kashmore district

According to the letter, a
significant number of female
teachers have been consis-
tently absent from their du-
ties for the past five years.

“This chronic absenteeism has
resulted in a notable decline
in the quality of education
provided to students, ulti-
mately leading to significant
academic sethacks for the
youth

Despite repeated com-
plaints lodged with the au-
thorities of the Education De-
partment, no substantial
action has been taken to rec-
tify the situation. The contin-
ued absence of teachers has
had detrimental effects, with
many students failing their
annual examinations due to
the lack of proper instruction
and guidance

In light of these concems,

People of Kandhkot appeal to
PPP Chairman to take notice of
Education Dept’s apathy

the letter emphasizes the ur-
pent need for concerted ef-
forts to ensure the puncrual-
ity and regular attendance of
female teachers in girls'
schools across Kashmore-
Kandhkot. The writers of the
letter implore PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
along with Sindh's Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah, Sindh Education Min-
ister Syed Sardar Shah, the
education  secretary, and
other relevant authorities, to
take immediate action to ad-
dress the issue of absen-
teeism among teachers and
safeguard the future of the
district’s students.
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Ameer Sanbal, acting on be-1

half of SEPA Shaheed Be-1
nazirabad, conveved strong |

nvi.

Agency (SEPA). Led by the
Director General of SEPA,
Naecem Ahmed Mughal, and
SEPA's  Shaheed Be-
nazirabad Regional In-
charge, Dr. Gul Ameer San-
bal, a raid was conducted in
light of a citizen complaint
lodged by Raja Khan

The operation, bolstered
by a heavy contingent from
B Section Police Nawab-
shah, targeted an area near
Old Nawabshah, specifically
Allah Bakhsh Town, Gajra
‘Wah, where poultry feed
waste, including chicken
feathers, feet, intestines, and

pp 1 of the unautho- g
rized dumping and issued)
stern warmngs that furthery
wviolations would incur se-y
wvere legal consequences.

The coordinated efforts

of SEPA, in cullabumllunl

with local law enforcement,
reflect & commitment to
safeguarding environmental
integrity and public health.
By addressing citizen com-
plaints promptly and enfore-
ing environmental regula-
tions, SEPA strives to ensu
a cleaner and healthier em

Minister Maryam Nawaz
said that Dastak Helpline will
ensure delivery of documents
relating to different services
fo people at the doorsteps.
CM Maryam inaugurated

the app "Maryam ki Dastak”. |2

The CM on the oceasion
said that this is a big initia-
tive to bring the province to
one click. She said that her

LAHORE: Punjab Chief 8

ronment for all residents of 1 dream was that the govemn-
Shaheed Benazirabad andl ment should be paper-free.
beyond, 1 Dastak App has a cost of Rs

-

535 million. The app wall de-
liver services to people

¢ her government

¢ Ramadan pack-

age. She clamed to generate

one lakh jobs in the IT sector,

'"Maryam ki Dastak' Mobile App
Launched In Punjab

Thirty two field hospitals are
working in villages. Today
medicines are being deliv-
ered to heart patients at their
homes, she said.

Maryam MNawaz claimed
that inflation came to the
lowest level in history in just
three months. Bread 1s avail-
able at Rs 12 besides low
prices of vegetables. She
also defended Punjab gov-
emment's decision not to
purchase wheat from farm-
ers,—RT/Agency
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he recent barring of journalist Imran Riaz
from boarding a Hajj flight at Islamabad Air-
port is a stark reminder of the draconian
measures that have plagued Pakistan in re-
cent months. This act is not only unlawful but also
deeply unethical, especially given that the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) Chief Justice Aamer Farooq had
granted Imran permission to travel for the sacred pil-
grimage. It is an outright vielation of his fundamen-
tal rights, setting a dangerous precedent for the treat-

ment of individuals under scrutiny.

Imran Riaz has endured significant hardships, in-
cluding a period of enforced disappearance, and his
very survival is nothing short of miraculous. His or-
deal epitomizes the controversial and oppressive
measures that have been increasingly employed over

Talk about bad optics!

the past 26 months. The fact that a journalist, whose
profession is crucial for the functioning of any
democracy. is subjected to such treatment speaks vol-

REGISSNAL TIMES

umes about the current state of afTairs in Pakistan.
The federal cabinet's decision to place Imran's
name on the Exit Control List (ECL) on the sugges-
tion of the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) ap-
pears to be a politically motivated move rather than a
step towards justice. This becomes even more evi-
dent when we consider that other individuals, includ-
ing PTI leader Babar Awan, had their names re-

moved from the ECL. The selective enforcement of
these measures undermines the very purpose of the
ECL, which is to address legal matters and prevent
those under investigation from evading justice.
Pakistan, a nuclear-armed nation, cannot afford to
continue on this trajectory of arbitrary and unjust ac-
tions. It is imperative that better sense prevails and
that an understanding is reached to restore the rule of
law and respect for human rights. Imran Riaz’s case
is a litmus test for the country's commitment to jus-
tice and fairness. Preventing him from performing
Hajj. a religious obligation. is not only a legal affront
but a moral one. It is high time that the authorities re-
consider their stance and allow Imran to fulfill his
pilgrimage, signaling a commitment to upholding
justice and human dignity.
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HYDERABAD: Governor Sindh, Kamran Tessori is addressing a condolence refer-

ence regarding the recent iragi

was cylinder explosi

in Paretabad -RT

UC Chairman Khamiso
Khan Bhand meets DC
Shaheed Benazirabad
Shahryar Memon

By Yousif Rind

NAWAB WALI MUHAM-
MAD:  Nawab  Wali
Muhammad, Chairman of
Ahmed Bughio Union
Council, convened a cru-
cial meeting with Shahryar
Memon, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, in Nawabshah
to discuss pressing civic
concerns plaguing the re-
gion

The focal points of dis-
cussion included the in-
complete drainage scheme,
valued at millions of ru-
pees, and the urgent need
for construction of CC
streets and drains in vari-
ous areas of the city. Chair-

man  Khamiso  Khan
Bhand, addressing the
media, highlighted the

gravity of these issues and
the detrimental impact they
have on the community
Chairman Bhand in-
formed the gathering about
the UC's concerted efforts
to address the challenges,
including the submission
of requests for vital infra-

structural projects. These
requests encompassed the
construction of the Nawab
Wali Muhammad Higher
Secondary School build-
ing, provisien of buildings
and furniture for primary
schools across villages
within the UC, and the in-
stallation of RO plants to
combat the contamination
of drinking water in the re-
gion

In response, Deputy
Commissioner Shahryar
Memon pledged his full
support and cooperation
assuring the delegation that
he would personally over-
see the forwarding of these
requests to the relevant de-

par[menu I-unhermnre he
expressed his commitment
to providing all possible
assistance, including con-
ducting personal visits to
the schools in question to
assess their needs first-
hand
The meeting, attended
by Vice Chairman Gul
Hassan Rahu, teacher or-
ganization leader Abdul
Hamid Kalhoro, and other
prominent figures, under-
scored the collective deter-
mination to address the
pressing civic issues and
improve the quality of life
for residents in Nawab
Wali Muhammad and its
surrounding areas

Sindhu I

LARKANA: Members and leaders of the Joint Action Lawyer Forum are holding 2
protest demonstration for the arrest of the accused involved in the murder of Amar
0.-RT

By Faisal Abbasi.

HYDERABAD: In a solemn
gathering at the Afzal Shah
Media Center newspaper
market, members of the An-
Jjuman Akhbar Foroshan Hy-
derabad convened 10 offer
their condolences on the de-
mise of Malik Shafi, the fa-
ther of Abdul Khalig, a re-
spected member of the

Federation from Nawab
Shah

President  Syed  Amir
Afzal Shah, along with

prominent figures including
Aslam Qureshi, newspaper
agent Rafiq Karimi, Afaq
Cureshi, lTkram Qureshi,
Raees Karimi, Tahir Shah,
Shoaib Mushtaq, and Rizwan
Karimi, joined a large num-
ber of newspaper vendors to
pay their respects.

Malik Shafi, the father of
Abdul Khaliq, passed away
recently, leaving a void in the
hearts of those who knew

Condolence Prayers
Held For Late
Malik Shafi At

Hyderabad’s Afzal

Shah Media Center

i i
him. The gathering offered
Prayers for the departed soul,
solace and mercy
from the Almighty. Addition-
ally, condolences were ex-
tended for the loss of the
young daughrer of
Shamshuji, a senior newspa-
per seller in Hyderabad.

Reflecting  on Malik
Shafi's life, President Amir
Afzal Shah highlighted his
dedicated service to newspa-
per vendors throughout his
lifetime.

He praised Malik Shafi's
unwavering commitment 1o
the Federation's affairs, not-
ing that his contributions
would always be remem-
bered and cherished

The condolence gathering
served as a moment of reflec-
tion and solidarity, as mem-
bers of the newspaper com-
munity came together to
honor the memory of Malik
Shafi and offer support 10
those affectad by his loss

By Ayaz Buriro

KN SHAH: Muhammad
Jabir Brohi, a resident of
Khairpur Nathan Shah, fell
victim to a harrowing or-
deal at the hands of three
unidentified armed robbers
who mercilessly attacked
and injured him. The inci-
dent occurred near
Makhdoom Bilawal on the
main  Indus  Highway,
where  the  assailants
brazenly robbed of his
2018 CD motoreycle, leav-
ing him wounded and trau-
matized.

Recounting the harrow-
ing encounter, the injured
Madrasa teacher revealed to
journalists that he was am-
bushed by the robbers at
gunpoint, subjected  to
physical assault, and ren-
dered unconscious before
the perpetrators absconded
from the scene. The brazen
act of violence has sent

{ | shockwaves throughout the

local community, prompt-
ing calls for swift justice
and action from law en-
forcement authorities.

Expressing his anguish

Seminary teacher
shot and injured in
KN Shah robbery

and seeking recourse,
Muhammad Jabir Brohi has
issued a heartfelt plea to
senior police officials, in-
cluding the Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) of Hy-
derabad and the
Superintendent of Police
(8F) of Dadu, to recover his
stolen motorcycle and en-
sure that the perpetrators
are brought to justice. His
impassioned appeal under-
scores the urgency and
gravity of the situation, as
he seeks closure and repara-
tion for the trauma inflicted

upon him
In a chilling ultimatum,
the imjured wvictim has

warned that if justice is not
swiftly served, he will re-
SOTt 10 exXtreme measures,
threatening to set himself
on fire in a desperate act of
protest. The distressing
episode serves as a stark re-
minder of the pervasive
threats posed by criminal
elements in the region, ne-
cessitating concerted efforts
from authorities to uphold
law and order and safe-
guard the safety and well-
being of citizens

SHAHEED MOHTARMA B

ENAZIR EHUTTO MEDICAL UNIVERS

CHANDKA MEDICAL COLLEGE LARKANA

LARKANA: Members and leaders of the All Students Action Committee are holding
a profest demonstration against the lack of basic Tacilidies at Chandka Medical Col-

lege-RT

Thari Mirwah journalists hold a
reception for Town Committee
Chairman Dr. Rehan Ali Jogi

By MIgbal Soomro

THARI MIEWAH: Journal-
sts from Thari Mirwah ex-

ended a warm reception to
Dr. Rehan Ali Jogi, C
of the Thari Mirw
Committee, at the Thari Mir-
wah Press Club. The event
provided an opportunity for
dialogue and collaboration
between media representa-
rives and the Town Chairman
o Various issues conceming
the locality During the inter-
active session, Dr. Rehan Ali
logi reaffirmed his commir-
ment 1o fostering develop-
ment and improving the qual-
ity of life for residents across
all wards of the town com-
mittee. He pledged to priori-
tize the provision of basic fa-
cilities to both urban and
rural dwellers, ensuring equi-
table acoess to essential serv-
ices.In a gesture of apprecia-

tion  and  camaraderie

President of the Thari Mir-

wah Press Club, Mumtaz Ali

har, presented traditional
Sindhi Ajrak gifts to Chair
man Rehan Ali Jogi and Ad-
ministrator Jameel Ahmed
Shar. The exchange of gifis
symbolized the spirit of unity
and collaboration between
the media fratemity and the
town  administration The
event was attended by a host
of distinguished personali-
ties, including Press Club
President Mumtaz Ali Shar,
General Secretary Niaz Ali

Shar, Muhammad Ali Shar,

Basheer Shar, Altaf Shar,
Niaz Ali  Shar, Zawar
Laghari, Parvez Bharti, Allah
Nawaz  Dasti, Shabbir
Khaskheli, Suleman Shar,

Bharti, along with other
officials and journalists
Their presence underscored
the collective commitment to
fostering constructive dia-
logue and collaboration to-
wards the common goal of
progress and prosperity for
Thari Mirwah and its resi-
dents

SAU’s contributions to successful
S6th Annual Mango Festival in
Mirpurkhas highlighted

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO JAM: The 56th An-

nual Mango Festival in Mir-
purkhas witnessed significant
contributions  from  Sindh
Agriculture University (SAU)
Tando Jam, showcasing its
pivotal role as a key partner.
From May 31st to June 2nd,
2024, SAU experts, under the
guidance of Vice Chancellor
Dr. Fateh Marri, actively par-

ticipated in various sessions
and sectors, ensuring the suc-

cess of the festival. On the
opening day, Vice Chancellor
Dr. Fateh Marri graced the
event alongside Provincial
Minister of Agriculture Sar-
dar Muhammad Bux Mahar,
Minister of Tourism and Cul-
ture Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah,
and other distinguished
guests. The ceremony, at-
tended by officials from

provincial and district admin-
istrations, agricultural ex-
perts, and political leaders,
emphasized the importance
of research and student in-
volvement in agricultural ed-
ucation. Provincial Minister
Muhammad Bux Mshar com-
mended Vice Chancellor Dr.
Fateh Marni's efforts and an-
nounced directives for the
Department of Agriculture to
facilitate internships and in-
terest-free loans for SAU stu-
dents. This initiative aims to
empower young graduates to
establish their own agricul-
tural enterprises. SAUs Hor-
ticulture Department, led by
Dr. Mujahid Hussain Laghan
and others, demonstrated
grafting  techniques  for
mango orchards, providing
training to farmers and wrban
residents. Another team of
SAU expens served as judges

for the festival's stalls, evalu-

ating mango varieties and an-

nounun_g rankings. Technical

sesgions led by SAU experts
S

T
|ng markulng dl'ld climate
change impact.

The festival also wit-
nessed the signing of an
agreement between SAU and
progressive farmers, aiming

s. Vice C
lor Dr. Fateh \'I.trn reaffirmed
SAU's commitment to agri-

cultural  development, re-
search, and student support,
emphasizing its role in en-
hancing the country's GDP.
SAU wall continue collabo-
rating with institutions to
contribute to agricultural ad-
vancement and farmer assis-
lance.
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PAK vs IND: US official
reassures of extra security
for highly anticipated T20
World Cup clash

NEW YORK: As fans ea-
gerly wait for the much-an-
ticipated | voltage T20
World Cup 2024 clash be-
tween arch-rivals Pakistan
and India, the United States'
has ensured "extra security”
for the match slated for June
9 at New York's Nassau
County Intemnational Cricket
Stadium

"We've been gearing up
for that match because we
know it's the biggest march
in the world and we'll have
extra security that day," Nas-
sau County Executive Bruce
Blakeman said while speak-
ing to Indian media.

Hl:s fLI]lﬂfkb come after
ation, last

volunteer f1ref!.|1lers and
Customs and Border Patrol
personnel.

"We're going to be ready
for anything that might
occur, and we're pretty confi-
dent it won't happen. But if it
does, we're ready,” he said.

The Nassau County offi-
cial's reassurance comes after
Nassau Country Police De-
partment  Commissioner
Patrick Ryder had assured of
the game's venue to be the
"safest place” for the Pak-
istan-India match.

"I can guarantee vou this
is the largest security we
have ever had to do in this
county's history, and I can
also vou the safest

. beefed up security
measures amid attack threats
issued by a terrorist outfit.

Revealing the details of
the security plan for the big
day. Blakeman said that they
have the services of Nassau
County Police Department.
MNew York state police, state
park police, Federal Bureau
of Investigation (FBI}), Port
Authority Police, MTA po-
lice, fire marshall along with

place to be in Nassau County
on June % will be inside that
stadium," Ryder said.
Furthermore, New York
Governor Kathy Hochul
has already dismissed the
reports of threat stressing
that she had been working
with the law enforcers to
ensure the safety of visi-
tors and New Yorkers dur-
ing the cricket World
Cup.—Agency

Serbia's Mitrovic
the lynchpin for Euro
newcomers

LONDON: Serbia striker
Aleksandar Mitrovic, a pro-
lific marksman at club level
and among the top scorers in
Euro 2024 qualifying, carries
the hopes of a stutering side
who will rely heavily on their
attacking firepower in a long
overdue Euros debut

Mitrovic comes into the
tournament with 28 goals in
28 matches in the big-paying
Saudi Pro League, beaten
only by its poster boy Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, and will need
that form if Serbia are w
stand any chance of reaching
the knockout rounds

The Eagles, in their first
Euros as an independent na-
tion, have tough rivals o
contend with, drawn in
Group C with Slovenia, 1992
champions Denmark, and
England, runners-up in 2020
and among the favourites to
win the title

Mitrovic, 29, has much to
prove in Germany after his
shootout miss in a playoff
with Scotland cost World
Cup regulars Serbia a spot at
Eura 2020, a fourth straight

Face of the Day

failure to qualify

It compounded what was
already a difficult time for
Mitrovie, who was struggling
1o get games and goals and
saw his English club Fulham
relegated from the Premier
League.

But then came an aston-
ishing tumaround, with
Mitrovicrediscovering his
scoring touch in the 2021-
2022 campaign, netting 43
times in 46 matches to
earn player of the season
in the second-tier Champi-
onship and promotion for

T20 World Cup 2024: Exciting
by

Afghanistan beat Uganda

GUYANA: Afghanistan de-
feated Uganda by 125 runs in
the fifth  match of the ongo-
20 World Cup 2024 at

ovidence  Stadium  in
Guyana on Tuesday.

Earlier, Uganda won the
toss and chose to bowl first
against their opponents in the
Group C match. They were
handed over a target of 184
runs.

Afghanistan's Fazalhag
Farooqi bagged career-best
figures of 5-9. The winners
dismissed Uganda for only
58 in 16 overs.

Farocogi  claimed  two
wickets in the very first over
of the innings which put
Uganda on the backfoot dur-
ing the run-chase. After the
early loss of wickets, Uganda
weren't able to recover and

were bundled out for a low
total.

Naveen-ul-Haq and
Rashid Khan also claimed
two wickets each.

In a sorry batting display,
Robinson Obuya was the top
scorer for Uganda with 14
nuns in 25 balls.

Uganda had won the toss
and decided to bowl first

against Afghanistan in the
fifth match of the World Cup.

Batting first, Afizhanistan
183-5 in 20

finished on

overs

Afghanistan openers pro-
vides a solid start to their side
with a 154-run stand for the
first wicket. Rahmanullah
Gurbaz scored 76 runs in 45
balls, meanwhile Ibrahim

125 runs

Zadran added 70 in 46
Gurbaz and Zadran's
opening stand of 154 was the
second highest in men's T20
World Cup history, second
only to the 170 partnership
between England's Jos But-
tler and Alex Hales at the
2022 World Cup. However,
after the strong start, the
Afghans lost their way and
lost four quick wickets for just
15 nuns which helped Uganda
stem the flow of runs. Captain
Brain Masaba was the pick of
the bowlers for Uganda with
impressive figures of 2-21 in
four overs. Cosmas Kyewuta
also claimed figures of 2-25.
In the last five overs,
Afghanistan were only able to
muster 27 runs for the loss of
four wickets at a run-rate of
5.40—Agency

Mbappe makes 'dream' move to
Real Madrid

MADRID Kylian
Mbappe signed a five-year
deal to move to Real Madrid
from Paris Saint-Germain on
Monday and hailed the move
as a "dream come true”,

The announcement is the
culmination of Real's long
courtship of one of the most
prolific forwards in world
foothall

“Real Madnd  have
reached an agreement for the
player to be at Real Madrid
for the next five seasons,” the
club said in a statement.

"So happy and proud to
join the club of my dream
(@irealmadrid. Nobody can
understand how excited [ am
right now. Can't wait to see
you, Madridistas, and thanks

for )UI.IT unbelievable sup-

port," 25-year-old Mbappe
added UI1 social media,

He will earn 35 million
euros (538 million) a season,
according to reports in Spain.

Mbappe’s last contract

with PSG, signed in 202
was a two-year deal worth
some 72 million euros before
tax with loyalty bonuses of a
gimilar amount and a sign-
ing-on fee of 150 million
Euros,

Mbappe had wverbally
agreed to move to Real in
February and then an-
nounced in May he would
leave PSG at the end of the
SEASON.

Real. fresh from winning
their  15th  Champions
League on Saturday with a
2-0 victory against Borussia
Dortmund. moved to con-
firm the deal on Monday be-
fore Mbappe is involved in
pre-Euro 2024 friendlies for
France.

2, A World Cup winner as a

teenager in 2018, Mbappe
scored a club record 256
woals for PSG since joining
the Qatar-owned club from
Monaco on an initial loan in
2017.—Agency

Germany held by Ukraine in Euro

GERMANY: Germany were
held to a 0-0 draw by
Ukraine as the European
Championship hosts lacked a
cutting edge at a seld out
Max-Morlock stadium in
MNuremberg

More than 44,000 fans
were in jovial mood at kick-
off, expecting a CGermany
that have rediscovered their
form under Julian Nagels-
mann put on a show less than
two weeks before they start
Euro 2024 against Scotland
in Munich on June 14,

support-
ers got was something quite
different, as Nagelsmann's
side dominated long periods
and created many chances
bur failed to make the break-
through against a resilient
Ukraing

“I had the impression that
the team wanted to win and
we played very well for long
retches." " Nagelsmann told
erman public broadcaster

“The first 20 minutes of
the game were very, very
good. We had 10 take the lead
then.

"I think we need to be
eVen mare agaressive,

"We simply need to get
more players into the box and
put a bit more stress not their
penalty area. The players we
brought on didn't need any
time o ger into the game,
they all did well," the 36-
vear-old added

warm-up

Germany came into this
game having turned a comer
under Nagelsmann, winning
their last two games against
France and the Netherlands
with an a; ssive, hi
tempo style and sparking op-
timism that, with home ad-
vantage, this European
Championship could be a
successful one.

Nagelsmann was without
Real Madrid's Toni Kroos
and Antonio Ruediger, both
rested after winning the

Champions League final as
well as Borussia Dortmund
pair Nico Schlotterbeck and
Niclas Fuellkrug,

Brighton midfielder Pas-
cal Gross deputised for
Kroosadmirably, pul
strings alongside Bayer
erkusen's Robert Andr
and Germany were relatively
comfortable at the back, as
Stutigart's Waldemar Anton
enjoyed an assured full debut
alongside Jonathan Tah

It was rather in anack
where Germany
laboured, lacking a cut-
ting edge - despite the
impact of Nagelsmann's
subs.

Arsenal’s Kai Havertz
was isolated at times and
Bayer Leverkusen's Flo-
rian Wirtz, whose every
touch sent a buzz of ex-
citement around the sta-
dium, failed to get going
before his withdrawal ar
half time — Agency

'Fakhar Zaman can win
match alone': Ex-Indian
player warns Rohit
Sharma's team

NEW YORK: While portray-
ing the Pakistan batting as a
feeble lineup, former Indian
cricketer Mohammad Kaif
has warned Rohit Sharma-
led Indian team of Fakhar
Zaman's explosive batting
which he said could alone
win a match

Kaif said this during an
appearance on Star Sports
while analysing Pakistan's
potential ahead of the first
T20 World Cup 2024 clash
with India on June 9. The
high-octane game will take
place at New York's Nassau
County International Cricket
Stadium.

The former batter stated
that except for a couple of
players, the rest of Pakistan
played at a low strike rate
He said Fakhar and Iftikhar
Ahmed were guick hitters to
be reckoned with

He said it was an open se-
cret that Pakistan had a weak
batting "Fakhar plays a litile
fast, (and) if he fires, he can

probably win the match
alone."

Kaif said: “Iftikhar (also)
plays fast but other than that,
everyone plays at a strike
rate of 120 to 125. {So) You
are not that scared of their
batting but (definitely) are
scared of their bowling."

Meanwhile, the cricket
commentator  showered
praise on Pakistani pacers,
particularly,  reminiscing
Naseem Shah's T20 World
Cup 2022 spell against India.

"They will have Shaheen
Shah Afridi and Naseem
Shah. Naseem didn't come to
pl:u- in the (ODI) World Cup
i India as he was injured.
But he is fit here (and) this
will be a bouncy pitch.
Naseem is a very wood
bowler. If you talk about the
Melbourne match that Virat
Kohli won, if you see
Naseem's Tirst spell. he
zot a nick and the catch
was dropped at slip." he
said —Agency

T20 World Cup 2024:
Rashid Latif names Green
Shirts' playing XI for

opening match against US

KARACHI T20 World Cup
journey against the United
States on June 6, former
cricketer Rashid Latif has
shared his thoughts on his
playing X1 that Green S|
should go within the open
match

Pakistan will be playing
their first match of the mega
tournament against one of
the T20 World Cup's co-hosts
for whom this would be the
second game

Ta to social media
platform X, formerly Twitter,
Latif included two frontline
spinners in the Men in
Gireen's lineup namely Abrar
Ahmed and Shadab Khan.

Leaving out  pacer
Naseem Shah, the ex-crick-
eter said that if it was up to
him he would either pick
Salman Ali Agha or Moham-
mad Haris if they were part
of the squad

Other nine players that
Latif named were Mo-
hammad Rizwan, Babar

5
2

Azam, Usman
Fakhar Zaman, Iftikhar
Ahmed, Imad Wasim,
Shaheen Afridi, Moham-
mad Amir and Haris
Rauf

The former player's

Khan, prog

views on the team's play-
ing XI comes days after

he said that a senior
player such as Rizwan
should be Pakistan's
wicketkeeper as he has
been leading the game
from behind the wickets
and removing him all of a
sudden would not serve
the team well

"The team has two
wicketkeepers, Usman
Khan and Rizwan. | sug-
gest that wicketkeeping
should be done by a sen-
ior player,” he said while
speaking on a local sports
amme.

"Rizwan was running
the game from behind
for the last four years
[but] now you have re-
moved that guard," he
added — Agency

Fulham

A year after his
shootout miss, Mitrovic re-
gained hero status for his
country, scoring a 90th-
minute winner against Por-
tugal 10 send Serbia to the
2022 World Cup finals

In ecstatic celebrations,
Mitrovic was mobbed and
found himself bottom of a pile
aof players. He later emerged
from the dress: room to
greet supporiers dressed in
his underwear and a Ser-
bia flag.—Agency
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Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids® Corner section at regionaltimes 10@gmail.com

Madonna shares
usual blunt view on late
concert lawsuit

jadonna is presentin,
her side in the lawsui
which accused her of com-
ing to the concert past the
time that was mentioned on
the tickets

The Grammy winner
meanwhile argued the class
n lawsuit to be dis-
missed because the Frozen
singer says her fans know
her appearance usually
came at the end of the
show.

In a legal document ob-
tained by TMZ, the Vogue
hitmaker said the timing on
the ticket does not indicate
her armival on stage,

Instead, the 65-year-old
said her concert had differ-
ent stages which built mo-
mentum for her last act at

the end.

CIf a fan familiar
enough with Madonna's
concert history to know her
performances run for two
hours and fifteen minutes,
that fan would surely know
that Madonna typically
takes the stage well after
the ticketed event time
(after an opening act, set

to  stop there,
Madonna hits out at the ac-
cuser Michael Fellows who
filed the case after he at-
tended the Hung Up
crooner’s show in Brooklyn
in December where, accord-
ing to him, she came to the
stage past 10:30 p.m. despite
the ticketing time for the

concert was 8:30 p.m

Jennifer Lopez's desire for public romance

Jennifer Lopez and Ben
Affleck's marital issues stem
from their differing views on
fame and privacy, revealed a
divorce lawyer.

According to divorce at-
torney Holly Davis, who is
not representing either of the
parties, the Accountant actor
prefers a private love life
while JLo wants to be open
about the relationship.

Speaking with Life &
Style, the lawyer said he be-
lieves their approach to life
couple with Lopez's can-

celled tour has put a strain on
their marriage, leading to an
identity crisis for both of
them.

"No one truly knows
what goes on in a private
relationship behind
closed doors, but we
know the media, pa-
parazzi and public
serutiny of their relation-
ship played a big part in
the breakup of their first
cngabcmtnt " he said.

"We know because
they told us about it years

creates conflict in Ben Affleck marriage

later," Davis added. "Jen-
nifer's desire to have the
most intimate details of
their relationship be a
part of her public story-
ling and a part of her
brand was made obvious
when she released the
movie This Is Me
Now, which serves up
their relationship as a
product and a brand."

"If one person advised
their partner against pro-
ductizing their relation-
ship but the other person

didn't listen, and then the
product flopped, there's a
lot of blame and defen-
siveness to go around.
“For Jennifer and Ben
to be living in two sepa-
rate homes, for her to be
posting forced smiles on

. social media while can-

celing the world tour, all
of this points to an iden-
tity crisis for Jennifer and
maybe for Ben as well,
and an identity crisis will
aluuwl strain  a  mar-
tage”
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Ms. Mercedes Marie
Ward Of USAID visits Shaheed
Benazirabad

By Farooq Junejo

SHAHEED BE-
NAZIRABAD: USAID rep-
resentative Ms. Mercedes
Marie Ward met with Deputy
Commissioner Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, Shahryar Gul
Memeon, at his office. The oc-
casion was attended by Pro-
fessor Gulshan Memon, Vice
Chancellor of People's Uni-
versity of Medical and
Health Sciences for Women,
Nawabshah, and professors
trained at American universi-
ties. During this meeting, the
USAID representative in-
formed the Deputy Commis-
sioner that wunder the
USAID's partnership pro-
gram, 16 universities in Pak-
istan, including People's
Medical University, Nawab-
shah, are being strengthened.
Through this program, uni-
versity professors are being
trained in various American
universities. She further ex-
plained that this five-year
program, funded by the US
government, aims to improve

higher education in Pakistan
and her visit is to observe the
training of university profes-
sors and explore further as-
sistance opportunities for the
university. Deputy Commis-
sioner Shahryar Gul Memon
appreciated the American
government's  investment
program for the improvement
of education in Pakistan and
thanked the delegation for
visiting Nawabshah, express-
ing assurance of all possible
cooperation from the admin-
istration. He mentioned that
due to the special attention of
Provincial Health Minister
Dr. Azra Fazal Pechuho, de-
velopmental work is being
carmied out in the university.
Professor Gulshan Memon of
People's University of Med-
ical and Health Sciences for
‘Women informed that faculty
members of the university
are sent for training to two
universities in America under
this program, while some
professors are being trained
in Islamabad with the help of
the American Embassy. He

said that under the USAID,
the university will be
equipped with modern equip-
ment and will be made a
model university across the
country.

Moreover, under this
project, a program for artifi-
cial intelligence will also be
initiated in the university,
and nursing graduates will
be sent to America for fur-
ther one-year education. He
informed that among the 16
universities included in this
program, People's Medical
University is the only med-
ical university. Previously,
an American lady visited the
university's new campus and
appreciated the university's
infrastructure. She visited
the Intemnational Digital Li-
brary, clinical departments,
stadium, and meticulously
maintained university hospi-
tal and mother and child hos-
pital as well. Deputy Com-
missioner presented
traditional gifts of Sindh to
the delegation on this occa-
sion

SSP Samiullah Soomro commits to
maintaining Dadu’s law and order situation

By Hanif Panhwar

MEHAR: In a bid to rein-
force the rule of law, SSP
Dadu, Samiullah Soomro,
convened a meeting with
journalists in Mehar., reaf-
firming his unwavering
commitment to main: ng
the law and order situation
in the district.
essing the gather-
ing, 5P Samiullah Soomro
issued a stern warning to
criminals, emphasizing the
imperative for adherence to
legal channels, He made it
unequivocally clear that
those found involved in un-
lawful activities would face
the full force of the law

Recognizing the gravity
of drug trafficking in major
cities like Mchar, Dadu,
and Khairpur Nathan Shah,
SSP Soomro underscored
the importance of a collab-
orative effort to combat this
menace. He highlighted the
stringent actions taken
against drug dealers and in-
dividuals engaged in drug-
related activities, including
their dismissal from police
ranks

Moreover, S5F Soomro
unveiled plans for the im-
plementation of new police
technology systems aimed
at bolstering surveillance
capabilities, Additionally,
he announced the com-

mencement of crackdowns
targeting drug dealers and
their accomplices, under-
scoring the appointment of
honest and dedicated offi-
cers to spearhead opera-
tions effectively in the dis-
trict

The proactive stance
adopted by SSP Samiullah
Soomro reflects a resolute
commitment to ensuring
the safety and security of
residents in Dadu, Through
concerted efforts and deci-
sive action, law enforce-
ment authorities aim 1o
stem the tide of criminal
activities and foster an en-
vironment conducive 1o
peace and prosperity.

Municipal Chairman Ali Murtaza
Thaheem inaugurates road construction

work i

By Asif Niaz Detho

SHAHDADPUR:
Committee  Chairman
Murtaza Thaheem, accompa-
mied by Chief Municipal Of-
ficer Liaquat Ali Kalhoro and
other dignitaries, inaugurated
the eommencement of street
construction in Subni Nagar
Muhalla.

Addressing the media
during the inauguration cere-
mony, Chairman Ali Murtaza
Thaheem reiterated the com-
mitment of the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) 1o serve the
public diligently. Under the
visionary leadership of Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari, devel-

opmental initiatives and in- res

frastructure  projects  are
progressing rapidly in the
city, he affirmed
Emphasizing the inclu-
sive approach of the Tha-
heem family towards com-
munity service, Chairman
Thaheem highlighted their

T

n Shahdadpur

URWaVEring ¢ 1o the
welfare of all citizens, irre-
spective of caste, creed, or
color. He underscored that
their efforts are ongoing,
with a steadfast focus on en-
hancing the qualiry of life for
idents.

Among the notable anen-
dees were Munawar Abro,
Vice President of Ward 2,
Rashid Ali Abro, Dr. Allah
Jurio Hingoro, and ward
councilors, alongside es-
teemed guests. Their pres-
ence underscored the collec-

tive ci 10 fostering
development and progress in
Shahdadpur.

The inauguration of street
construction marks a signifi-
cant milestone in the ongoing
efforts 1o improve infrastruc-
ture and enhance the living
standards of the local popu-
lace. As construction pro-
gresses, it is poised 10 con-
wribute  to the  overall
beautification and accessibil-
ity of the ciry, fulfilling the
aspirations of its residents for
a berter tomormow:

22 injured in Banglani community
clash during Thul wedding ceremony

By Khair Muhammad Golo

THUL: Chans erupted during
a wedding celebration hosted
by the Banglani family in the
Ghanwar Banglani area,
falling under the jurisdiction
of the C-Section Police Sta-
tion, resulting in a clash that
left 22 individuals injured
The altercation escalated
as attendees exchanged
blows, wielding sticks and
engaging in physical con-
frontations. Among those in-
jured were Isehaq, Sajjan,

Avaz  Ahmed, Mashoog
Banglani, Wahid, Tarig
Ahmed, Khan Muhammad,
and 15 athers, all of wham
suffered varying degrees of
injuries.

In the aftermath of the
clash, the injured were
swiftly transported to the
Taluka Hospital for urgent
medical treatment, highlight-
ing the severity of the alter-
cation.

Law enforcement authori-
ties intervened promptly to
quell the disturbance, appre-

hending five individuals be-
lieved to be directly involved
in instigating the clash. The
police presence helped re-
store order to the tumultuous
scene, preventing further es-
calation of the conflict

The motive behind the
clash during what was sup-
posed to be a joyous occasion
remains under investigation,
as authorities work to ascer-
tain the root cause of the al-
tercation and ensure that
those responsible are held ac-
countable for their actions

Woman

By Usama Ayaz

KANDIARC: A longstand-
ing feud between the Chan-
dio and Kalhoro communi-
fies erupted into tragedy in
village Nabi Bux Kalhoro
near Kandiaro, claiming the
life of a woman and leaving
an elderly woman and a
young boy injured

The clash, fueled by un-
resolved animosities, saw
members of the Chandio
community launching an at-
tack on their Kalhoro coun-
terparts,  Tragically, a

killed, two injured in
Kandiaro’s Chandio-Kalhoro clash

woman lost her life in the
ensuing violence, while an
elderly woman and a 7-
year-old boy sustained in-
Juries.

The deceased woman
was laid to rest at her fam-
ily's ancestral graveyard,
while the injured victims
are currently receiving
medical treatment at a local
hospital.

Tensions remain palpa-
ble in the region as both
factions have yet to recon-
cile, perpetuating the nisk of
further violence, In light of

the escalating conflict, civil
society leaders have called
upon the authorities to in-
tervene and facilitate dia-
logue between the warring
groups, urging for immedi-
ate measures to restore
peace and prevent further
bloodshed.

The incident serves as a
stark reminder of the devas-
tating consequences of un-
resolved disputes and un-
derscores the urgent need
for concerted efforts to fos-
ter reconciliation and har-
mony within communities

Names of SU officials
removed from an FIR

i)

By Munawar Chandio

JAMSHOR®: In a signifi-
cant development, the
names of Dr. Younis
Laghari, Director of Student
Affairs at Sindh University,
and Dr. Pasand Khoso,
Provost Boys Hostel. have
been removed from a First
Information Report (FIR)
filed by the Jamshoro Po-
. The FIR had been reg-
istered against teachers and
students of Sindh University
following an alleged viola-
tion during a cultural event.
Initially, both officials were
also implicated in the case.
However, after thorough ex-
amination, authoriti 4
confirmed that th
sion  was  erroneous.
Jamshoro Police officials
have clarified that the deci-
sion to exclude the names of

Dr. Younis Laghari and Dr.
Pasand Khoso was made
after it was determined that
they were not involved in
the incident. The removal of
their names from the FIR
underscores the importance
of ensuring accuracy and
faimess in legal proceed-
ings. This development
comes as a relief to the indi
viduals concerned and high-
lights the importance of due
diligence in legal matters, [t
also reaffirms the commi

ment of law enforcement
agencies to uphold justice
and rectify any discrepan-

cies promptly. The case con-
tinues to be under investiga-
: tion,  with  awthorities

working diligently to ascer-
tain the facts surrounding
the alleged incident and en-
sure a fair and just resolu-
tion

AC Muhammad
Ali Gopang seals
12 shops in
Sehwan

Pithoro’s traders protest
against deteriorating law and
order situation

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORO: Responding to
escalating lawlessness and
rampant  robberies  in
Dharonaro, the local traders'
union orchestrated a strike,
effectively paralyzing the
town and staging a protest
sit-in. The move comes amid
growing discontent over the
prevailing security situation.

Reports indicate that the
traders’ union, spearheaded
by influential leaders includ-
ing Ahsan Halipoto, Mehrab
Nahri, Igbal Anisar, and Ghu-
lam Qadir Ghori, alongside
prominent citizens and polit-
1cal figures like Ghulam Hus-
sain Arisar and Roshan Man-
grio, organized a rally from
the press club to the
Umerkot-Khipro main road.
Upon reaching the desig-

sit-in to voice their griev-
ances.

Expressing profound con-
cerns, the leaders under-
scored that rampant theft and
criminal  activities have
plagued the town, with inci-
dents occurring on a daily
basis. Despite lodging com-
plaints and filing cases
against burglaries targeting
local businesses, the police's
response has been lackluster,
with no tangible progress in
apprehending the culprits.

The protestors lamented
that both urban and rural res-
idents are living in constant
fear, as thefts and robberies
have become commonplace
ocourrences. In a sterm wam-
ing, they declared that the sit-
in would persist until the Se-
nior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Umerkot initiates a

rests the perpetrators, and re-
stores law and order in the
r

&

ea.
The road blockade, posi-
tioned at  the critical
Umerkot-Khipro main road,
disrupted traffic flow and in-
convenienced travelers, exac-
erbating the challenges amid
scorching temperatures.
Subsequent negotiations,
facilitated by DSP Pithoro
Majid Qaimkhani and CIA
Incharge Khalil Kunbhar,
saw constructive dialogues
between the protestors and
authorities. Ultimately, suc-
cessful deliberations, led by
Town Committee Chairman
Nawab Ali Rajar at the Town
Committee Dhoronaro, cul-
minated in the cessation of
the sit-in and the subsequent
reopening of the town, pro-
viding a semblance of relief
10 the bel d residk

nated site, they cc da

on, ar-

DC Dharmoon Bhawani chairs meeting of
TMK’s District Coordination Committee

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO  MUHAMMAD
KHAN: Deputy Commis-
sioner Dharmoon Bhawani
presided over a significant
meeting of the District Co-
ordination Committee for
Sindh Social Protection at
his office premises on
Tuesday. The gathering
aimed to comprehensively
assess the progress of the
program, ongoing initia-
tives, and future project
strategies.

In his opening remarks,
Deputy Commissioner
Bhawani underscored the
importance of fostering a
robust collaboration among
all stakeholders to ensure
the smooth i ion

By Q Memon

tified for g in un-

SEHWAN: In a concerted
effort to uphold law and
order, Assistant Commis-
sioner Sehwan, Muhammad
Ali Gopang, spearheaded a
crackdown alongside Assis-
tant Mukhtiarkar Muham-
mad Ismail Katohar and As-
ghar Solangi. under the
directives of Deputy Com-
missioner Jamshoro, Riaz
Hussain Wassan

Acting on special in-
structions  from  DC
Jamshoro received via Hy-
derabad, Assistant Commis-
sioner Gopang orchestrated
an operation in Sehwan city,
resulting in the sealing of 12
illegal shops across the city
and surrounding areas

The rarpeted shops, iden-

lawful activities, were
found to be operating with-
out the requisite permis-
sions from the government,
posing potential risks and
hazards to the community.
Consequently, their business
operations  were  halted,
pending the acquisition of
proper permits from the au-
thorities.

The decisive action
taken by AC Muhammad
Ali Gopang and his team
underscores the commit-
ment of local authorities 10
crack down on illegal activ-
ities and ensure compliance
with regulatory standards
Such efforts are crucial in
maintaining order and safe-
puarding the welfare of res-
idents in the region

Cop killed, two injured
after dacoits attack police
picket in Kashmore

By Aftab Bhatti

KASHMORE: A tragic inci-
dent unfolded as dacoits
launched a brazen attack on a
police picket, resulting in the
martyrdom of one police of-
ficer and leaving two others
critically injured from gun-
fire. The assailants managed
to escape from the scene, ab-
sconding with valuable po-

tyred officer's body was also
transported to the hospital, as
authorities grapple with the
aftermath of this heinous at-
tack

The targeted police picket
had been established as part
of a special operation initi-
ated two weeks ago to com-
bat criminal activity in the
area Despite the valiant ef-
forts of the officers, they
found th | under

lice weaponry, including one
SMG and four 3-3 rifles.
The fallen officer, identi-
fied as Abdul Aziz, made the
ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty, while his comrades
Moula Bux and Shahmir sus-
tained severe injuries during
the fierce exchange of fire.
The swift response of law
enforcement saw the injured
officers promptly evacuated
to a nearby hospital, where
they are receiving urgent
medical attention. The mar-

siege by the ruthless dacoits.

Upon receiving news of
the attack, heavy contingents
of both police and rangers
swiftly mobilized to the
scene, engaging in an intense
standoff with the fleeing as-
sailants, The exchange of
gunfire between law enforce-
ment and the dacoits contin-
ues, as authorities work tire-
lessly to  apprehend  the
perpetrators and restore order
to the region.

of social protection initia-
tives, He reiterated the
platform's commitment to
fostering synergy and co-
operation ameng various
entities  to  streamline
processes and enhance effi-
ciency.

Dwuring the meeting, it
was proposed to conduct
awareness sessions at the
Union Council level to ad-
dress issues comprehen-
sively and ensure wide-
spread awareness among
women beneficiaries. This
proactive approach secks to
empower women by equip-
ping them with knowledgze
about their entitlements
under the program

The meeting also served
as a pivotal juncture for the
Sindh Social Protection
Authority (SSPA) as Dis-
trict Coordinator Abida
Naveed provided insights
into  efforts aimed at
strengthening the Social
Protection Delivery System
in  Tando Muhammad
Khan. The S5PA, estab-
lished by the Government
of Sindh, operates across
15 districts, including
Tando Muhammad Khan,
and has initiated a support
program offering financial
assistance of Rs 30,000 1o

eligible pregnant women
aged 18 to 49, subject to
identity card verification.

To streamline the dis-
bursement process and en-
sure iransparency, pregnant
women are urged to un-
dergo medical check-ups
and avail themselves of
cash  benefits  directly
through the designated
helpline number 1054, by-
passing any intermediaries.
The meeting saw the par-
ticipation of key stakehold-
ers, including District
Health Officer Dr. Sadiq
Khawaja, District Manager
PPHI Shafqgat Ali Khokhar,
M&E Chief Coordinator
Kanwal Sanobar, Assistant
Director NADRA Fayaz
Ahmed. Deputy Director
Information Ghous
Muhammad Pathan, and
Gulam  Mustafa  Zaunr
Their collective input and
expertise are instrumental
in driving the success of
sacial protection initiatives
in the district

Tando Adam’s Chanhio community
women demand protection

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: Chanhio
community women ineluding
Samina Chanhio, Hooran
Chanhio and Aroosa Chan-
hio, held a press conference
at the Awami Press Club in
Tande Adam during which
the stared that they have been
residing on Tando Allahyar
Road for the past seventy

fected party reported the inci-
dent to the City Police Sta-
tion, and the palice promptly
arrived ar the scene, vacated
the house, and arrested four
to five armed individuals
However, following this po-
lice action, the influential
Rind community members
have continued to visit their
house under various pretexts
and have allegedly issued

years. Their father, Soof deadly threass, warning that

Chanhio, who is curremtly
away on a religious mission,
was not present when 15 to
20 unknown armed men al-
legedly led by Kamran Rind
and Zawar Rind forcibly oc-
cupied their house last night
and evicted them The af-

they would kill them and kid-
nap and murder their chil-
dren. The women expressed
their deep concern, stating
that they are alone at home in
their father's absence and are
students currently undergo-
ing exams. They are ex-

tremely fearful and find it
difficult o leave the house 1o
attend their exams, causing
them great distress. The
women appealed to the au-
thorities, including the 1G
Sindh, DIG Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, $SP Sanghar, and
DSP Tando Adam, 1o provide
them immediate protection
until their father retums from
his mission. This would en-
sure their safety at home and
allow them to complete their
annual exams. Neighbors
Anwar Ali, Javed Ali, and Ali
Muhammad, who were pres-
ent with the affected women,
also urged the police 1o pro-
vide protection to the af-
fecred family

Naukot’s growers continue
their protest for water

By Mushahid Nohrio

NAUKOT: The frustration
over water scarcity in Rin

Branch and other vital water §

channels of Naukot Subdivi-
sion continues to boil over
as local growers press on
with their protest demonstra-
tions
Amidst sweltering heat

protesters took to the streets
to voice their grievances and

demand immediate relief

from the government. The
shortage of water has
plunged the region into eco-
nomic hardship, with resi-

dents bearing the brunt of

the crisis.

Blaming the alleged in-
competence of local authori-
ties, protesters lamented the
dire consequences of the
is on agriculture
tock. Crops are
withering, and livestock are
suffering, resulting in signif-
icant financial losses for the

community.

The demonstrators ac-
cused government officials
of ineffective action, exacer-
bating the severity of the cri-
sis and leaving residents
arappling with the devastat-
ing effects of water scarcity.
Mounting debts, coupled
with the loss of crops, have
left many residents strug-
uling to make ends meet

In a collective call for ac-
tion, the protesters urged the
government to intervene im-
mediately and resolve the

water crisis plaguing the re-
gion. They demanded ac-
countability from the author-
ities, including the Sindh
Government, and called for
swift measures to address
the root causes of the crisis
and ensure justice for the af-
fected residents.

As the protest rages on,
the plight of Naukot's grow-
ers underscores the urgent
need for decisive action to
alleviate their suffering and
safeguard the region's agri-
cultural livelihoods.

DIG Nasir Aftab takes notice of dastardly attack on police
picket in Kandhkot

By Saleem Soomre

LARKANA: A tragic incident
unfolded at a police check
post in the Gahlpur Police
Station of Kashmore district,
resulting in the martyrdom of
a police officer and mjunies to
two others in an attack. The

severity of the situation has

prompted swift action from
the Sindh Police, with DIG
Nasir Aftab taking immediate
notice of the incident. Follow-
ing the attack, the Sindh Po-
lice have been mobilized to
address the situation, with
SSP Kashmore contacted to
provide a comprehensive re-
port on the matter. Reports in-

dicate that DIG Nasir Aftab
has directed the SSP Kash-
more-Kandhkot to personally
report to his office to provide
detailed insights into the cir-
cumstances s g the

the martyrdom of Abdul Aziz
Birhamani and injuries to
Shahmir  Birhamani  and
Moula Bux Khoso. The au-
thorities have vowed to hold
those for the at-

attack. In the face of adversity.
the brave actions of the poli
officers stationed at the check
post were evident, resulting in

. tack accountable under the
e full force of the law: As inves-

tigations continue into the in-
cident, the determination of

law enforcement agencies to
maintain peace and security in
the region remains unwaver-
ng

The sacrifice of the fallen
officer and the resilience of
the injured officers serve as a
poignant reminder of the nisks
faced by those tasked with
safeguarding the commumty.
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CM Murad Allocates Rs71m In Grants

KARACHL:
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah distributed Rs71.252
million cheques among the
NGOs working for differ-
ently-abled persens to pro-
cure assistive devices for dif-
ferently-abled persons.

The cheque distribution
ceremony was held at CM
House. It was attended by
Secretary to CM Raheem
Shaikh, Secretary of the De-

Sindh  Chief |

To NGOs

partment of Empowerment of heads of the NGOs and reha- government had estab-

Persons with Disabilities
(DEPD) Tauha Faroogi.

bilitation centres
The CM said that his

lished rehabilitation cen-
tres for persons dis=

abilities all over the
province to facilitate the
parents to enrol their dif-
ferently abled children to
make them effective per-
sons of society

The NGOs given
cheques include Ida Rieu

Welfare Association
Rs29.135 million, JS
Academy of Noor-e-Ali
Trust Rs10  million,
Marie Adelaide Leprosy
Centre {MALC)

Rs11.446 million, Autism
Care & Rehabilitation

Organization  (ACRO)
Rs1.557 million, Pak-
istan  Association of
Blind (PAB) National
Rs%.430 million, Special
Children School Karsaz
of Pak navy Rs4.178 mil-
lion, Imran Rehabilita-
tion Centre (Shareef Ha-
roon  Trust) Rs3.5
million, NGO for Devel-
opment of Special Per-
sons (NDSP) Rs586,000
and Pakistan Wheelchair
Cricket Council (PWCC)
Rs 1.425 million. —RT

Mustafa Kamal Calls For Action
Against Lethal Muggings As Street
Crime Continues To Surge In Karachi

KARACHL: Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan's
(MOM-P) leader Mustafa
Kamal demanded on Tues-
day that the government to
take measures to curb deadly
street crime in the country
that led to brutal killing of a
number innocent civilians

Addressing a fiery press
conference, Kamal termed
the ongoing killing of
civilians over resisting rob-
beries 'genocide’.

He rejected hm -
forcement agencies' claim
of peace in the country
highlighting 71 people
killed by muggers this
year.

Kamal  during the
presser was surrounded by
people carrying pictures of
victims who lost lives in
different mugging inci-
dents in the metropolis

MOM leader urged the
government to take imme-
diate measures against the
rising street crime and
safety of the citizens,

Just yesterday, a young
man was shot dead by

muggers during a motorcy-
¢le snatching attempt in
Gulshan-e-Igbal.

According to the FIR
registered on the complaint
of Usman Maoin, brother of
the victim, identified as 27-
vear-old Ittiga Moin, two
armed men on a motorey-
cle intercepted Ittiga as he
was returning from a bak-
ery run

They forcibly snatched
his motorcycle, mobile
phone, and cash, and
started beating him. Th
when Ittiqa put up resist-

=

ance, prompting the mug-
wers to open fire.

Kamal condoled with
the parents of litiga and
said that people of urban
areas are being oppressed
under the quota system in
Sindh for the last 50 vears.

He alleged that jobs are
given to the people of
rural Sindh on the quota of
urban Sindh by creating
fake domiciles and
now these talented
youths are being killed
under the guise of rob-
bery —RT/Agency

JI Condemns Growing Number
Of Targeted Killings And Street
Crime Murders

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami
(JT) Karachi Ameer Munem
Zafar has expressed his pro-
found grief and grave con-
cems over the target killing
of an industrialist and murder
of another youth while offer-
ing resistance 1o street crimi-
nals

The J1 leader expressed
these views at Idara Noor-g-
Hag, here on Tuesday while
commenting over the recent
spike in targer killing and
street crimes in the mega city.

Speaking on the occasion,
he said that 20-year-old
Abdul vender Basit was gun
downed in Karachi in a bid 10
smatch mobile phone and
cash, whereas Asif Salman
Balwani was targeted in the
broad day light

At one hand, Karachiires
have already been facing a
hell like situation due to sky-
rocketing  street  crimes,
whereas on the other hand a
fresh spree of target killing
has been wimessed in the
city, he said, asking whar
their fault was. The Sindh
government, the police de-

—~—

partment and other law en-
forcement agencies have
failed in Karachi when it
comes 1o the security of life
and possession, he said.

Zafar said the Sindh gov-
ernment and the ministers al-
ways complain thar the issue
of street crimes in Karachi is
exaggerated but they don't
tell why they are failed 1o
curb the crimes and bust
streer criminals. When a de-
cisive action will be taken
ainst street criminals, he
asked

Some 80 innocent
Karachiites have lost their

lives in street crimes during
the ongoing year, he said and
highlighted the deep sense of
insecurity among citizens.

He further said thar cor-
ruption, political interference
and recruitment have plagued
the Sindh police. He also
highlighted the failure of the
Safe (‘1!} Project that had
consumed billions of rupees

On the occasion, he de-
manded to purge the police
of black sheep, recruit locals
in the Karachi police and
bring in across the board re-
forms in the police depart-
ment —RT/Agency

Pakistan Will Regress If
Independence Is

Compromised: Haleem

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI: Haleem Adil
Sheikh, President of PTI
Sindh, has warned that the
country will regress if ju-
dicial independence is
compromised. Speaking to
the media after a court ap-
pearance in Malir, he em-
phasized the crucial role
lawyers play in safeguard-
ing the constitution and the
country. "Lawyers must
take the initiative to pro-
tect the nation's judicial in-
dependence,” he stated

Sheikh expressed con-
cern over the current state
of the judiciary, noting that
Judges are themselves call-
ing for justice. He urged
his "lawyer brothers” to
actively struggle for the ju-
diciary's independence to
ensure  the country's
progress and freedom.

He criticized both the
opponents and leaders of
the current government,
accusing them of prioritiz-
ing power over the welfare
of the people and the judi-
ciary. "There is no differ-

ence between them; their
only concern is power," he
said.
Sheikh called on the ju-
diciary to meet the de-
mands of justice and expe-
dite pending cases to
amplify the voice of jus-
tice across the country. He
envisioned a new era fo-
cused on the rights of the

people
The hearing of cases
against  Haleem  Adil

Sheikh in the Malir court

has been postponed until
July 11

Karachi Man Abducted
Whlle Rldmg A Blke

KARACHI In a b\zarr\, nei-
dent, the traffic police in
Karachi lifted a motorcyele
along with the rider for re-
sisting the towing of his ve-
hicle, media reported on
Tuesday.

The incident occurred
near the Passport Office in
Karachi's Saddar Area on
Monday, where the traffic
police officer and lifters
lifted the motoreycle
along with the citizen and
drove away.

The citizen resisted and
tried to retrieve his motor-
bike, but the police officer

refused to listen. The
video of the incident is
going  viral on social
media.

Meanwhile, DIG Traf-
fic Ahmed Nawaz has or-
dered an investigation into
the matter.

Police officials claimed
that the citizen had ini-
tially lain down in front of
the lifter's wvehicle and
later sat on his motorbike.

The police have returned
the matorbike to the citizen
after he submitted a written
apology at the police sta-
tion—RT/Agency

Ban Imposed On Public
Display Of Weapons

KARACHI The Sindh
zovernment on Tuesday
imposed an immediate ban
on the display of weapons
across the province for
three months, media re-
ported

According to the notifi-
cation issued by the Sindh
Home Department, private
security  guards  could
carry weapons only at the
site of their duty, while
display of weapons in ve-
hicles during travel would
be prohibited

The ban would not be
applicable on personnel of
police and other law en-
forcement agencies during
their duty hours. Whereas,
guards of registered pri-
vate security companies
would only be allowed to
carry weapons at the place

of duty within the working
hours

However, they were
prohibited from displaying
weapons openly in vehi-
cles during transportation
They could keep their
weapons inside the vehi-
cle

The SHOs of police
stations across  the
province have been autho-
rised 10 register com-
plaints under section 188
of the Pakistan Penal
Code over violation of the
ban. The development
comes as Karachi has
witnessed a significant
rise in street crime inci-
dents in recent months
with 71 people losing
their lives at the hands of
criminals in 2024 so
far.—RT/Agency

MQM To Unveil An
Alternative Budget:
Sattar

KARACHI: MOM leader
Farooq Sattar has said they
are presenting a shadow
budget for the development
of the people of Pakistan

Talking about the shadow
budget, he said Muttahida
Business Forum had -
pared the budget after intense
working.

He said anti-Karachi
budget were presented and
the party had always opposed
that moves

Sattar  said, quoting
Qua]d-e--‘-\zam‘s saying, "If
we properly uses our re-
SOUrCEs, our toumry will de-

f I

suggestion are accepted in
the budget, people of Pak-
istan will get relief," he said
adding only Karachi Moni-
tory Fund could set the coun-
tw fme of the IMF He urg,ed

velop”. The indep o
any country always de-
pended on  economic

strengthens, he said. "If our

break their shackles to bl11'IE
the country out of the eco-
nomic crises.—RT/Agency

KARACHI: S“II‘“‘ﬂh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah
is distributing cheques among the NGOs working for dif-
ferently-abled pelsuns during a ceremony held at the
CM

KARACHI: Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan’s Rabita Committee Senior
tafa Kamal along with other party leaders is addressing

Deputy Convener, Syed M

a press conference at Pakistan House.—RT

Robbery Attempt In DHA
Leaves Karachi
Busmessman Dead

KARACHIL: A businessman
was killed by motorcycle-rid-
ing assailants during a rob-

|| bery attempt in Karachi's up-

scale Defence Housing
Authority (DHA neighbour-
hood on Tuesday.
According to details, the
incident took place on Street

No. 12, DHA Phase 11, The
armed  motoreyclists  fol-
lowed Asif Balwani, the

owner of an embroidery fac-
tory, and shot him near his
home.

SSP South Sajid Sadozai
stated that Balwani, around
60 years old, had recently
bought a house in DHA. He
had withdrawn a significant
amount of money from a
bank and was heading home
when he was attacked.

"The assailants failed in

=2

1 robbery attermpt, as the
vigtim's mobile phone and
the Rsl million cash he had
withdravn were still in the
car.” Sadozai said.

The SSP South added

that all evidence from the
crime scene has been col-
lected, and CCTV
footage from the sur-
rounding area is being re-
viewed —RT/Agency

CM Inaugurates
Disabilities Training Center

KARACHI: Sindh Chiel®
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah taday inaugurated the
Vocational Training C entre
for Persons with Disa
ties, Ancholi in a simple
ceremony organised at CM
House's Conference Room
on Tuesday. He got the
plaque unveiled by a diffi
ently-abled person - Ali
Ansar.

The ceremony was ai-
tended by provincial secre-
taries, notables and heads of
different NGOs working for
persons with disabilities

The CM was told that
240 persons with disabili-
es, including 120 girls
have been enrolled at the

Vocation Centre and they
are being imparted voca-
tional training. Of 240 stu-
dents, 60 have been en-
rolled in Computer Science,
72 in Tailoring, 48 in Beau-
tification and 60 in Mobile

Repair

The CM directed the
Secretary DEPD to run the
centre effectively and he
would provide more facili-
if

ties and equipment
needed —RT

Security Guard Fatally
Shoots Karachi TikToker

For Filming Video

KARACHLI: In a tragic inci-
dent, a young man, who was
making a video for a social
media platform, was shot and
killed by a security guard in
Karachi, media reported

The police said that the
security guard, identified as
Ahmed Gul, 35, opened fire
on Saad Ahmed, 24, while he
was making a TikTok video
near Sereena Mobile Mall in
the Buffer Zone area of
Karachi

According to police, the
security guard stopped the
young man and then opened
fire on him

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Central said that
the incident occurred within
the limits of Taimooria police
station and the security guard
has been arrested

The SSP said that in
the initial interrogation,
the guard claimed that
Saad was making ges-
tures toward him while
recording the video
According to the po-
lice, the guard is an em-

d =
ployee of a private secu-
rity company whose
222" was seized. The po-
lice said that the weapon
used in the incident is re-
covered while further in-
vestigation is under-
way.—RT/Agency

Eid ul-Adha Expected To
Fall On June 17

KARACHI: As Pakistanis
prepare for Eidul Azha by
purchasing sacrificial ani-
mals, an official on Tuesday
announced that the Zil Hajj
maoon is expected to be bom
on June 6.

Chief Meteorologist Sar-
dar Sarfaraz stated that the
new moon, which marks the
start of the Islamic month of
Zil Hajj, will be bom pre-
cisely at 5:38 pm local time.

He said that there were
high chances of the moon
being sighted on June 7 as it
would be of more than 26
howrs by then.

If the moon is sighted on
June 7 then Eidul Azha will
be celebrated on June 17

Eidul Azha marks the end
of the Hajj which is one of
the five pillars of Islam and

should be undertaken by

every Muslim who can afford
to do so It is the second
major festival for Muslims
after Eidul Fitr, which is cel

ebrated at the end of Ra-
mazan, the holy month of
fasting. It takes place be-
tween the 10th and 13th day
of the Islamic month of Zil-
haj, as Hajj — the sacred pil-
grimage that is the fifth and
final pillar of Islam — finishes
in Saudi Arabia. Zilhaj, the
12th and last month of the
Muslim lunar calendar, is it-

self considered one of the
holiest in the Islamic year
and Muslims often fast on its
nine days

Meanwhile, a meeting of
the Central Ru ilal
Committee has been called to
sight the Zil Hajj moon.
The meeting will be held
on  Friday, June 7. in
Karachi. ionally, meet-
ings of the Zonal Ruet-e.
Hilal committees will take
place at their tive lo-
cations,—RT/Agency



"Accept responsibi 3
life. Know that it is you who will
get you where you want to go, no

one else."

—Les Brown

The

OFf Sindh

READERS

If you are having difficulty in getting your copy of

REGIONAL TIMES please contact our Karachi
newsagent, Syed Rashid Masood Karachi
Newspaper Agency at (0300-2118454). For the rest of
Sindh please contact Tahir Shah of Sakhi Shah
News Ageney at (0333-2714034), (0332-2847713),
(0302-3028930)

WEDNESDAY JUNE 05 2024

ISLAMABAD: As Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif de-
parted for a five-day official
visit to China, he reiterated
his commitment to strength-
ening bilateral ties by engag-
ing in discussions with Chi-
nese business leaders to
secure investments and vield
dividends mutually benefi-
cial for companies on both
sides.

“We are coming with se-
rious plans. We will engage
with you and retum to Pak-
istan with great dividends
that will benefit Chinese and
Pakistani companies and the
two countries will have their
relations strengthened and
become much higher than
the Himalayas or any other
highest peaks and deeper
than the deepest oceans,” the

prime mlnlbltr said in an in-

media groups including
hua news agency. national
broadcaster CCTV  and
CGTN Urdu, prior to his first
official visit to China after
assuming office

He said through the visit,
Pakistan hoped to promote
interaction between enter-
ises in both countries, uti-
lize Special Economic Zones
and Pakistan’s labor advan-
tages to establish joint ven-

tures, facilitate the transfer of

PM Promises Chinese
Firms Great Dividends For

industries and technologies,
and enhance Pakistan's man-
ufacturing output, to promote
constructing upgraded
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor, the prime minister
said.

In a detailed interaction,
the prime minister spelled
out his govemment’s priori-
ties to improve the national
cconomy through structural
and institutional reforms,

¢ cost-cutting, industrialisation

and facilitation of the in-
vestors.

He said Pakistan wanted
to leam from Chinese expe-
rignces and build the SEZs
with the first one to be devel-
oped at Pakistan Steel Mills
premises already connected
with the rail network and lo-
cated near the port. He in-
vited the Chinese provinces
and companies 1o build SEZs
and enter into joint ventures
with Pakistani companies for

mutual benefits.

Also inviting the Chinese
textile sector to set up their
units in Pakistan, Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz said that dur-
ing the visit he would also
persuade Huawei to launch
short courses for Pakistani
youths in information tech-
nology and artificial intelli-
gence to make them open
their offices and offer their
services in the Gulf states
and send remittances back o
Pakistan.

Similarly., by learning
from Chinese agriculture
technology, Pakistan desired
to multiply its agricultural
produce and export them.

Discussing the bilateral
relations, the prime minister
said, “We are two iron broth-
ers, our friendship is unshak-
able and our hearts beat to-
gether.”

He appreciated the Chi-
nese support of Pakistan

Investing In Pakistan

through the most difficult
times and said Pakistan con-
sidered China one of its most
trusted friends around the
globe.He said Pakistan
firmly adhered to the one-
China principle and this
commitment would always
be unwavering. About the
Chinese development, he
said, “Today, China has be-
come a giant through vision,
hard work, and serious and
untiring efforts... All doubts
about the Chinese model
have been rubbished by the
evidence of history."Refer-
ring to the congratulatory
message from Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping after his
election, Prime Minister She-
hbaz said, “This reflected the
two countries” friendship,
which will always be fresh in
his mind.” HL appreciated
President s leadership
which steered millions of the
Chinese  people out of
poverty and that during the
wisit, he wanted to leam from
the  Chine model  of
poverty alleviation He said
Pakistan was also ready to
learn from China’s gover-
nance experience, deepen re-
forms and counter-corrup-
tion.  create  enabling
circumstances for Chinese
investors, and provide policy
support for investors.

About the China-Pakistan

Economic Corridor (CPEC),
he said since the start of its
construction in 2013, the
achievements of the project
had been obvious to all
“From a more convenient
and faster transportation net-
work to a cleaner and more
stable energy infrastructure,
the CPEC has brought broad
development opportunities 1o
Pakistan."He said as CPEC
was entering the second
phase, and a new stage of
high-quality development,
the two countries were coop-
erating in agriculture, min-
ing, labor-intensive light in-
dustry and other
fields. Referring to the launch
of Pakistan's first moon
satellite and multi-mission
communication satellite with
Chinese support, the prime
minister said the scientific
and technological coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries had promoted Pak-
istan’s  scientific  and
mhnulugltﬁ\ progress. The
multi-mission communica-
tion satellite is expected o
change Pakistan's current
digital environment, provide
fast Internet facilities for the
whole country, improve
people’s lives, and promote
e-commerce, online gov-
ernment affairs and eco-
nomic development, he
added —RT/Agency

Fawad Advocates Dialogue With
Imran As The Only Way Forward

ISLAMABAD: Former Fed-
eral Minister Fawad
Chaudhry said that there is
no other way except o hold
dialogues with the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal (PTT)
founder Imran Khan, media
reported

Speaking to media repre-
sentatives  outside  the
preme Court (SC) of Pak-

1, Fawad (haudhry
asked the PTT not 1o et “ex-
cited’ and hold dialogues
“You (FTT) have got an op-
portunity 10 resolve the is-
sues through dialogue,” he
added

The former minister said
that the PTI founder has the
‘power of the people’ of the
country, adding that no one
can stand against the power
of the people.

Fawad Chaudhry said
thar what was going to oceur
already happened but now
the country cannot be run
through the use of force.

He said that former Army
Chief and President General
(retd) Pervez Musharraf was
sentenced to death not for
toppling the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz's (PML-
N) government but for
‘sending’ the judges home.

“Those who are seeking
martial law in the country

should read the episode of

Parvez Musharraf,” Fawad
Chaudhry said
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Tt is pertinent to mention
here that the PTI refused to
hold dialogues with those
who have ‘no authority or
credibility” to mediate

Reacting to the dialogue
offer from Minister for Pe-
troleum Division and PML-
N leader Musadik Malik and
Khyber Pakhunkhwa (KP)
Governor  Faisal  Karim
Kundi, the PTI spokesman
termed the offer as ridiculous

The PTI spokesperson
said that those who offered
1o hold talks were ‘imposed
through fake mandare’.

“National criminals do
not have the authority 1o take
decisions in the interest of
the nation, nor is there room
for reconciliation,” it added

The PTI made it clear
that it would not hold talks
with ‘mandate thieves® in-
cluding Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz, Pakistan
People’s Party, and Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement-

ster for Petro-
leum Musadik
Malik said that there were al-
ways doors open in politics
and PML-N leadership al-
ways called for reconcilia-
tion and dialogue.”Our party
[PML-N] leadership always
stressed the need for a char-
ter of economy and democ-
racy”, he said while address-
ing a press conference. The
minister also noted that his
party wants 1o move forward
with all political
forces Malik further said that
the PTI-led government put
all PML-N leaders, including
Khawaja Saad Rafique,
Khawaja Asif and Shehbaz
Shehbaz, behind bars He
also lamented PTI's *double
standards’ over holding dia-
logue, saying that
weren't interested in holdi
talks with PML-N. “They
[PTI] want to talk to United
States and Donald Lu,” he
alleged —RT/Agency

Pakistan And China
Vow To Explore
Opportunities Within
CPEC Framework

SHENZHEN: Pakistan and
China on Tuesday agreed on
the need 1o explore opportu-
nities for increased coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
the Guangdong province par-
ticularly under China-Pak-
istan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif made the re-
marks during his meeting
with Meng Fanli, Party Sec-
retary of Shenzhen Munici-
pal Commirtee, and Depury
Party Secretary of Guang-
dong Provincial Commirtes
in Shenzhen Speaking on the
occasion, PM Shehbaz noted
that frequent engagement
and dialogue ar the leader-
ship level, people-to-people
contacts, cultural and educa-
tional exchanges charac-
terised the deep-rooted ties
between  Pakistan  and
China The pllmE minister
lauded the impressive eco-

nomic growth and exemplary
innovative spirit of Guang-
dong province and also
termed Shenzhen a trade
gateway for China's business
linkages with Pakistan. Reaf-
firming ‘the time-honoured
All-Weather Strategic Coop-
erative Parmership between
Pakistan and China’, the two
sides agreed on the need o
explore opportunities for in-
creased cooperation between
Pakistan and the Guangdong
province particularly under
CPEC

Shehbaz Sharif and Party
Secretary Meng underlined
the importance of robust
linkages and exchanges be-
rween scientists, innovators
and businessmen to harness
the true potential for en-
hanced parmership in science
and technology, innovation
and trade and economic co-
operation —RT/Agency

IHC Halts Execution Of
Five Court-Martialed
Former N_avy_Ofﬁcials

ISLAMABAD:
abad High Court (IHC) has
stayed the execution of five
ex-Navy officers who were
previously sentenced to death
through a general court mar-
tial decree, it emerged on
Tuesday.

IHC's Justice Babar Sat-
tar issued a written order for
Monday’s hearing on the re-
quest of Navy officers who
said ThL} were not pmwdod

The court order, a copy of

which is available with
media, said the counsels for
the petitioners argued that the
documents permiss:
shared with their clien
as the abstract of evidence
and court of inquiry, were
also not shared with them.

The lawyers asserted that
an appeal was filed against
the death sentence without
access to these documents
and was dismissed, adding
that the reasons for the ap-
peal court upholding the sen-
tence were not shared with
the petitioners.

Furthermore, the lawyers
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said that they were given lim-

ed access to documents de-

spite a court order and this

prevented the petitioners
from defending their rights.
A

Akhtar Raja said that Chief
of the Naval Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf had the au-
thority to access the docu-
ments and according to rule
193 of the Pakistan Navy
Rules, 1961, discretion was
vested with him to form “an
opinion that supply of any
proceedings may be prejudi-
cial to the ba}m or interests
of the state™.

The AAG that in terms of

the above rule, the naval
chief had formed an opinion
in the cases that sharing de-
tails of the proceedings, in-
cluding the findings recorded
by the general court martial
and the order passed in ap-
peal upholding the death
penalty, “would be detrimen-
tal to the safety or the inter-
ests of the state”

‘When asked as to whether
the naval chief"s opinion was
placed on file, the AAG
replied in the negative and
Deputy Judge Advocate Gen-
eral Hamid Hayat said that it
would be available with the
an Navy headquar-

4l
ters.—RT/Agency

ECP Reserves
Verdict On Parvez
Elahi's By-Election

(ECP] Tuesday re:

n on the petition filed
by ‘ormer chief minister of
Punjab Parvez Elahi for by-
elections on PP 32

A three-member bench
headed by Chief Election
Commussioner (CEC) Sikan-
dar Sultan Raja conducted
the hearing,.

Elahi’s lawyer alleged
that they had not even al-
lowed his client to submit his
nomination papers i the by-
election on April 21. The by-
election  was  allegedly
rigged, as Perviaz Elahi’s 70

Plea For PP-32

polling agents were arrested
by the police from 168
polling stations on the day of
by-election The lawyer ar-
gued that 70 of their polling
agents were named in the
FIR on the accusation of road
blocking. The ballot papers
were stamped after our
polling agents were removed,
indicating a tumout of more
than 91% at 5 polling sta-
tions in the constituency.
Parvez Elahi’s lawyer
stated that he will provide a
copy. He ig presenting docu-
ments from a polling station
and attaching death certifi-
cates —RT/Agency

|| MUZAFFARABAD:

Naval Chief Urges Action Against
Grave Threats To Marine
Ecosystems From Human Activities

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the
Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed
Ashraf on Tuesday de-
manded the stakeholders and
nation as a whole to address
the grave threats to marine
ecosystems due to the anthro-
pogenic activities posing se-
rious risk to marine life and
ecology.

In his message in connec-
tion to the World Environ-
ment Day issued by the Pak-
istan Navy, the Admiral said,
“Warld Environment Day’
(WED) is observed on 5th of
June each year and calls for
protecting our natural sur-
roundings. The day, cele-
brated under the ambit of
United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) marks
an occasion 1o raise aware-
ness on the challenges facing
our environment such as;
pollution, illegal wildlife
trade, unsustainable con-
sumption, rising sea levels
and food m: letv

This year’s theme for the
WED is ‘Land Restoration,
Des ication. and Drought
Resilience’. The occasion
will serve as a stark reminder
of the wrgent need to protect
our land, sea, and everything
in between,

He said, “Pakistan’s long
coastline provides access to
rich resources of livelihood
for millions of people. Our
MArine resources are a treas-

ure trove of bio

support a vast array
rine life, from majestic sea
turtles to colourful coral
reefs.”

However, the coastal
areas and marine eco-system
were facing grave threats
from human activities that in-
clude marine pollution, such
as oil spills and industrial ef-
fluents endangering marine
life and contaminating the
food chain, he added

The Naval Chief added
that overfishing and unsus-
tainable fishing practices are
depleting fish populations,
damaging the delicate bal-
ance of our marine ecosys-
tem. “Rising sca level
causing coastal  erosion

ch is accentuated by de-

Pakistan Navy, he said
celebrates WED to highlight
the significance of environ-
ment in Pakistan to promote
awareness amongst person-
nel and encourage them to
adopt practices conducive to
the marine environment. PN
has initiated numerous meas-
ures and actions ranging
from collection of solid
waste from harbour, estab-
lishment of Reedbed Plants
in all areas under its jurisdic-
tion and extensive tree plan-
tation campaign. PN also

- continues 1o sensitize con-

cerned  Government  and
Non-Government organiza-
tions and departments to join
hands and take actions to
stem marine pollution and
desertification.

A number of activities are
planned by Field Commands
and PN Units to inculcate a
sense  of  responsibility
amongst all to save and pre-
serve our environment, T ex-
pect all under Command to
make concerted efforts and
conduct  these  activities
earnestly. National Institute
of Maritime Affairs is also
organizing a one-day seminar

¢ on the theme of the day to

create awareness in collabo-
ration with Bahria Univer-
sitv, WWF Pakistan and

¢ Ministry of Climate Change

& Envirenmental Coordina-
tion.—RT/Agency

PTI Leaders Challenge
FIA Summons In Imran’s
X-Post Controversy

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal (PTT) has
moved the Tslamabad High
Court (THC) against the Fed-
eral Investigation Agency's
(FIA) summons issued to
party leaders as the body
probes Imran Khan's X post
on the 1971 war

In the petition, FTI Chair-
man Barrister Gohar Khan,
Information Secretary Raoof
Hasan, and Secretary-Cien-
eral Omar Ayub Khan al-
leged that the govermnment
and its allies were targets
the party through a “pre-
planned artack” A post on X,
formerly Twitter, was attrib-
uted to the former prime min-
ister, which read
Pakistani should study the
Hamood ur Rahman Com-
mission Report and get to
know who was the true trai-
tor, General Yahya Khan or
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman."

The post drew flak from
government members and
ather politicians, with Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif say-
ing that Khan's true face was
inally in front of the nation,
implying that he wanted to
divide the countryIn re-
sponse, the party said the PTI
founder had nothing 10 do
with the post since he was in
jail. Later, a leader said
everything was posted with
Khan's approval, opening a
new Pandora's box However,
the party later owned the post
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and said it was uploaded to
inform the public about past
mistakes as it was crucial 1o

g leam from them so they

aren't repeated. The FLA then
issued notices to the pary
leaders.In the petition filed
today, the PTI leader said

in the garb of the alleged
tweet, the FLA is hell-bent on
making another case against
Imran Khan, workers of PTI
and its leadership."The no-
tices issued 1o the leaders, the
plea said, are void, illegal,
withour jurisdiction, and
malafide, having been issued
without lawful authority, and
are liable 1o be set aside The
plea said that the contents of
the notices — issued on May
30 — are vague and the pur-
pose of the notice, the infor-
mation sought, and its con-
nection with the complaint
has not been explained They
mentioned that it is well es-
tablished” that the right to a
fair trial includes the right to
a fair investigation. In this
case, however, it said, it is

clear from the complaint and
surrounding circumstances
and the notice that the peti-
tioners would not be reated
in accordance with the law
and would also be denied a
fair investigation They added
that in the case, it appears
that the complainant, namely
Anees Ur Rehman, technical
assistant FIA, CCRC, made
the alleged complaint with-
out "approval of the federal
povernment and under a dic-
tation” The plea said that
Rehman is neither personally
aggrieved nor is there any
reference 1 any previous ap-
proval with regard to the al-
leged commission of offence
granted by any authority or
institution. The plea said thar
the FIA's decision 10 initiate
an inquiry regarding the mis-
use of the X account is
tainted with “malice” in a bid
o "victimi[s]e, oppress, and
target the workers and lead-
ership of PTI” with a view to
causing irreparable damage
to the party —RT/Agency

Muzaffarabad Court
Rejects Poet Ahmed
Farhad's Bail Plea

An

anti-terrorism  court  in

| | Muzaffarabad has rejected

the bail petition of poet
Ahmed Farhad

The development comes
a day after the court reserved

| | its verdict after hearing ar-

guments from both sides.
Speaking with journalists
about the court’s orders, the
poet's wife Urooj Zainab
said she will challenge the

.
Details of why the bail
was rejected were not dis-
closed,” she said addressing
the pr

Just lwu days before the
hearing of his bail plea, the
ATC had ordered a medical
examination of the poet
amid concerns of slow poi-
SONing.

Labt week, the ATC or-
dered a medical examination
of the poet by a team of doc-
tors from the Abbas Institute
of Medical Sciences

The development came
during the heaning of case

involving Farhad whose
counsel, Iman Mazari, re-
quested the court to have the
Kashmin poet medically ex-
amined.
Mazari said that Farhad
was transferred to Muzaf-
farabad from DhirKot under
multiple sections of the
Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA).
Farhad, known for his
defiant prose, came into the
spotlight after he went miss-
ing during recent protests in
Azad Jammu and Kashmir,
Hig wife, Uronj Zainab,
said her husband was al-
legedly abducted from his

house on May 14. Subse-
quently, she moved the Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC)
seeking her husband's recov-
ery along with requesting
the court to identify. investi-
wate, and prosecute those re-
sponsible for his disappear-
ance. The poet remained
missing for 15 days before
Attorney General for Pak-
istan, Mansoor Usman
Awan, on May 29, in re-
sponse to [THC's directions
to recover the missing
poet, said Farhad was ar-
rested and in AJK police's
custody —RT/Agency
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