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PTI Accuses Establishment Of Exerting

Pressure On State Institutions Following
Delay In Iddat Ruling

ISLAMABAD: A delay in
the ruling on the un-Islamic
nikah case has apparently
shattered Pakistan Tehrezk-e-
Insaf (PTI) hopes of the early
release of its founder Imran
Khan from prison.
Addressing a press con-
ference in Islamabad on

Wednesday, PTI Information

Secretary Raoof Hasan said
state institutions were rying
o keep the party founder be-
hind bars despite him secur-
ing bail in several cases.
“Establishment’s pressure
on state institutions 15 piling
up.” he stated while reacting
to the delay in the announce-
ment of a reserved verdict in
the iddat case against the PTI
founder and his wife Bushra
Bibi by an Islamabad ses-
sions court earlier today.
The Islamabad court had
reserved the verdict last week
on appeals filed by the PTI
founder and his wife against
their conviction in the iddat

case
However, District and
Sessions Judge Shahrukh Ar-

Jumand sought his recusal
from the case because it
would not be appropriate for
him to announce the verdict
owing to repeated expression
of no-confidence by Khawar
Maneka, Bushra's ex-hus-
band and the petitioner in the
case,

In the presser today, the

PTI spokesperson said the
party has been witnessing
“murder of justice” for the
last two years and expressed
fears that the former prime
minister would have to spend
more time in jail.

Khan, the deposed pre-
mier, has been behind bars
since August last vear after
he was convicted in the
Toshakhana case.

Although,  the PTI
founder was granlx,d bail in
the case, he remains incarcer-
ated owing to his conviction
in other cases including un-
Islamic marriage and cipher.

He said the PTI founder
should have been released
from jail after his sentence
was  suspended in  the
Toshakhana case.

“We fear that more cases
will be lodged against the
PTI founder soon.” the
party’s spokesperson said,
claiming that iddat and ci-
pher cases against him were

“haseless”.

Similarly, Hasan said PTI
Vice Chairman and former
foreign minister Shah Mah-
mood Qureshi was booked in
additional cases related to
May 9 when his release from
prison was certain.

Hasan said the PTI was
not in conflict with the insti-
tute of the army but an indi-
vidual. “Pakistan is suffering
ductoa dmalumhlp of an in-
dividual ”

Referring o the
Hamoodur Rahman Com-
mission report on the 1971
fall of Dhaka. the PTI
spokesperson said the report
did not contain anything
against the military

He said then military ruler
General Yahya Khan put the
state at stake to prolong his
rule. “Similarly, today one
person has put the state in
difficulty to  remain in
power,” the spokesperson
added —RT/Agency

28 Dead As Bus Overturns
In Balochistan's Washuk

WASHUK: At least 28 peo-
ple, including women and
children, were killed after a
passenger bus turned turtle
and plunged into a ditch in
Balochistan's Washuk district
on Wednesday moming

According to rescue and
Levies officials, abouwt 22
people sustained injuries in
the accident and have been
moved 1o the Civil Hospital
in Basima.

The aceident took place B

after the tyre of the passenger
bus burst, said the rescue of-
ficials. The bus was travel-
ling from Gwadar 1o Quetta

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif expressed his condo-
lences over the incident
praving for the dep:med
souls

The premier also direcred
the authorities concerned to
provide assistance to the in-
jur

Balochistan's Chief Min-
ister Sarfraz Bugti offered his
condolences over the loss of
lives in the horrific accident
and prayed for those who
were wounded

In two similar incidents in
May, 13 people belonging 1o
the same family were killed
and nine others got wounded
as a truck plunged into a
ditch in Punjab's Khushal
district

The accident occurred be-
cause of a brake failure on
Panj Pir Manawan Road in
Khushab, consequently, the
truck driver lost control of
the vehicle and it fell into the
ditch

The deceased of the ill-
fated crash included women,
too, and the family was going
to Khushab

Meanwhile, 20 people

lost their lives while 21 sus-
tained injuries after a passen-
ger bus veered off a narrow
mountain road and plum-
meted into a ravine in a re-
mote area of Diamer district,
Gilgit Balristan

The mishap took place
at the Yashokhal area on
the Karakoram Highway
in Diamer early Friday
morning  at  around
5:30am, according to po-
lice. The bus was on its
way from Rawalpindi to
Gilgit. Meanwhile, the po-
lice said there were at
least 38 passengers on
board —RT/Agency

International Consensus
Wanes As Russia Hints At
Recognizing Tallban

ISLAMABAD: When Kabul
fell to the Afghan Taliban in
August 2021 without firing a
single shot, there was a near-
international  consensus
among the big powers as
well as regional players on
the future of Afghanistan.
All major powers, in-
cluding the US, China, Rus-
sia, and regional players
such as Pakistan, Iran, and
others, agreed the Taliban
had to fulfil certain condi-
tions before their de facto
government was recog-
nised Those conditions in-
cluded forming an inclusive
government,  respecting
women’s and human rights,
and not allowing Afghan soil
fo be used again by terrorist
groups. Pakistan was one of
only three countries that
recognised the Talibans first
rule from 1996 to 2001, but
this time it aligned with the
international consensus on
the question of recognition.
The understanding

among the major players and
stakeholders remained in
place for a good two years
bcIurc the international con-
started  falling
dpdn Tht. first sign of rup-
ture came in March when
China accepted the full-time
ambassador appointed by
the Taliban regime. Though
Beijing  never officially
recognised the Taliban gov-
ernment, its move to accept
a full-time ambassador was

z

seen as tacit
recognition. Now, another
major power and stake-

holder in Afghanistan is
inching closer to establish-
ing full-fledged ties with the
Taliban. Russia, which suf-
fered a defeat at the hands of
Afghan Mujahideen backed
by Pakistan and the entire
stern blog, is hinting at
recognising the Taliban gov-
emment. As part of the first
step, the Russian Ministry
of Justice and Foreign Af-
fairs recommended Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin re-
move the Afghan Taliban
from the list of terrorist or-
sanisations —RT/Agency

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court has severely
criticised British High Com-
missioner to Pakistan Jane
Marriot's recent speech tar-
geting the South Asian na-
tion's general elections in
2024, calling on the UK to
learn from past mistakes and
move on

In a speech during the
Asma Jahangir conference
last month, Marriot while
quoting British Foreign Sec-
retary David Cameron raised
goncerns about Pakistan's
Fc.brlun § elections,

_not all parties were
formal]y permitted o contest
the elections and that legal
processes were used to pre-
vent some political leaders
from participation, and to
prevent the use of recognis-
able  party  symbols"
Britain's top diplomat had
aid.

She then noted that Pak-
istan’s government. civil so-
ciety, and global players
should work to nurture an
"open society™ and "vibrant
democracy” as open societies
are transparent.

The top court's registrar,
in a letter to the envoy, said
that her criticism of a certain
political party being side-
lined by stripping it of its
symbol was unfounded as it
did not follow the law,

The letter, drawing atten-
tion to the court's role, said
elections were required 1o be
held within 90 days of the
completion of the tenure of
the national and provincial
assemblies

However,

w

they did not

.-‘ |J|

take place because then-pres-
ident Arif Alvi and the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
{ECP) were at odds regard-
ing who was empowered to
announge the election date

"The matter was resolved
in just 12 days by the
Supreme Court, and general
elections were held through-
out Pakistan on & February
2024." the registrar said

Previously, it mentioned,
that many wanting to contest
elections in Pakistan faced a
lifetime ban because they
were not considered honest
and trustworthy (Sadig and
Ameen) by the Supreme
Court.

However, a larger seven-
member bench overruled the
earlier decision, it said, hold-
ing that it did not conform o
the Constitution and the law,

The registrar said that the
law enacted by Parliament
{Elections Act, 2017) re-
quires democracy within po-
litical parties via the holding
of periodical intra-party elec-
tions; to forestall awtocracy
or even dictatorship within
them

To ensure compliance
with this democratic pringci-

ing that your
eatedly
ce

open societies' which yi
stated are necessary for vi-

brant cracies, you will
be pleased to leamn that the
Supreme Court has recog-
nised the right to information
and vigorously applied it to

" itself, 2 copy of its decision

ple the law stipulates, it said,
that if a political party does
not hold intra-party elec-
tions, then it would not be el-
|g||]k for an election symbol.
" A political party {(which
had itself voted in this law)
did not hold the mandated
mira-party elections. The
Supreme Court reiterated
what the law stipulated,” the
letter said.
Tht,n,fon, the registrar
1 your Emdl\,nq s

L with utmost re-
s unjustified”.

It is worthy to mention
that it was upon the current
chief justice’s assumption of
office that cases of public
importance  began to be
broadcast live for the first
time in Pakistan’s history,
This allowed the public at
large 10 view Supreme Court
proceedings in their entivety,
with transparency in regard
1o how decisions came o be
made. The decision regard-
ing intra-party elections and
party symbols was one of
many to be broadcast live as
such.

Updating Britain regard-
ng a recent ruling, it stated

is attachedias ‘D
“Persisting in the violent

undemocratic mistakes of the de

past condemns present and
future generations, and per-
petuates cycles of violence.
Let us embrace truth, which
sets us free,” it added

Raising some gquestions,
the top court’s letter read
“Should the overthrow of the
elected democratic govern-
ment  of  Mohammad
Mossadegh in 1953, to cap-
ture Iranian oil, not be re-
vealed after over seven
s decades of cover-up? Will
this not prove therape:
the perpetrator and the vic-
tim? Will it not engender
trust, posslhly friendship,
and peaceT

“Ceding to what it de-
scribed as “Tewish Zionist as-
pirations', the Briush govern-
ment wrote to an individual,
its own citizen, on 2 Novem-
ber 1917 conveying its deci-
sion 1o establish a settler-
colonial state, This decision
was not voted upon by the
people of the area who were
impacted by it, nor even by
your own. The British gov-
emment, and not Parliament,
unilaterally decided it. The
Balfour Declaration became
the foundation on which an

=

f Ihere Were excluded”

Shhaic stalClBmstabli
Those wha had'alway!

this ﬁ\lrﬂcnaale contained in
hegtos,
prived, brutalts
and killed ”

s WOTE inNocents
ma) un]uﬂt‘lﬁﬂal come to

ne a pt‘ﬁ& “which
would'be an abomination.
Let us all stand up and be
counted for equality, peace
and humanity. the apex court
stressed

“Let us be honest and ac-
knowledge past mistakes in
the spirit of openness, advo-
cated by your Excellency.
And. jettison the unholy con-
cept of ethnic superiority,
and its concomitant human-
ity — an inferior humanity.”
he Supreme Court of
Pakistan has acknowledged
the mistakes made i past.
addressed them in detail. and
taken steps to ensure that
they are not repeated. Since
the Government of His
Majesty King Charles 1T has
stressed the need for open
societies and democracy, and
offered criticism on the deci-
sions of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan, reciprocity
would presumably be accept-
able.™ This letter is written
on instructions of the CI
Justice of Pakistan, who ex-
tends to you and the people

of your try his vearning
for openness and democracy,
and his best regards,” it con-

cluded —RT/Agency

Petrol Expected To
Decrease By RsS In

ISLAMABAD: Perrol and
diesel prices are expected 10
decline by up to Rs3 per litre
in the upcoming fortmightl

review, sources told media
on Wednesday The Petro-
leum Division sources said
on Wednesday that the per
litre price of petrol is likely
to go down by RsS while
diesel is expected to be
slashed Rs4  per
litre However, they said the
next two days are important
regarding any change in the
fuel prices as the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority (Ogra)
will forward its summary to
the Finance Division on May
31 The final decision on the

petroleum products prices
will be made following the
Ministry of Finance's consul-

tation with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif If approved.
this will be the third consecu-

Upcommg Review

tive reduction in  fuel
prices Earlier this month, the
federal govemment had ap-
proved a massive cut of
Rs15.39 per litre in the perrol
price and the price of diesel
was reduced by Rs 788 per
litre Currently, petrol  is
available at Rs273.10 per
litre while diesel is being
sold at Rs274 08 per litre The
prices of petroleum products
are revised every 15 days in
Pakistan adjusting them to the
trend of global il prices and
the rupee's exchange rate to
the dollar. The Pakistani rupee
has held steady
recently About §5% of Pak-
istan's oil needs are imported,
and the country has been
struggling with a balance of
payments problem and sky-
rocketing mﬂzmm which was
ar-on-
year in April —R‘I-Al,ency

Farooq Naik Calls For Withdrawal
Of Amendments In NAB Law

ISLAMABAD: People’s
Party leader Farooq H.
Naik has demanded with-
drawal of recent amend-
ments in the NAB law
made by an ordinance,

media reported on
Wednesday.
He called the NAB

(Amendment) Ordinance
2024 a draconian law.

He said the PDM had
made three amendments in
the NAB law. “Now this
new ordinance has come to
fore, which was not taken
before the parliament. This
practice should not be fol-
lowed,  he stressed.

He said more than 14
ays

remand  period
negates the law, “Why the
officer involved in regis-
tering fake cases should
not be convicted,” he

questioned  while com-

menting on the amended
NAB law.

“While the NAB ac-
cused getting 14-14 years
sentences from courts,
aid.

The National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) can
now detain the individuals
accused in cases under the
anti-graft watchdog for 40
days after acting President
Yousaf Raza Gilani signed
the NAB {Amendment)
Ordinance 2024 into law.

The new ordinance has
extended the period of re-
manding accused in NAB
cases from 14 days to 40
days Moreover, the sen-
tence duration for the of-
ficer convicted for fram-
ing cases based on ill
will, has been reduced to
two years from five

yvears. —RT/Agency

Imran Challenges Punjab
Cabinet's Decision On New
Cases In LHC

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTT) founding chair-

man Imran Khan petitioned

the Lahore High Court
(LHC) on Wednesday, chal-
lenging the Punjab cabinet's
decision to register additional
cases against him and other
PTI lawmakers.

The former prime minis-
ter's petition, filed through
prominent party counsel Sar-
dar Larif Khan Khosa, argued
thar the cases are "unlawful
and unconstitutional " assert-
ing thar he and his party
members are being falsely
accused On May 24, Punjab
Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz's cabinet approved
the imitiation of 'fresh legal
action' against Imran and
other party leaders for their
purported involvement in
crafting a 'narrative of hate'
against state institutions, es-
pecially the army The peti-
tion  stated  that
Maryam's cabinet approved a
request from the home secre-
tary 1o register new cases

CM i

apainst PT1 members. Imran,

7O/ his counsel, re-
que:hed certified copies of
apenda item 11 from the May
24 cabinet meeting, along
with the minutes and recom-
mendations. However, he has
not received the requested in-
formation.In his petition,
Imran stated that numerous
cases against him stemmed
from events on May 9, when
he was arrested at the Tslam-

damage in various cities, in-
cluding Lahore's Corps Com-
mander House He empha-

sised thar approximartely
10,000 PTI workers and
nearly all party leaders were
detained, with many still im-
prisoned a year later. In re-
sponse 1o these detentions,
Imran filed a writ petition in
the LHC seeking a declara-
tion that the charges against
him in multiple FIRs are ille-
gal and beyond
Jjurisdiction The court admit-
ted the petition on July 7 and

- ordered on July 14 that no co-

ercive action could be taken
against Imran in cases where
he is not named until further
hearings —RT/Agency

PTI Lawyers Accused Of
Assaulting Khawar Maneka

ISLAMABAD: In an un-
pleasant tun of events, Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
lawyers Wednesday attacked
former first lady Bushra

Bibi's ex-husband Khawar §
Maneka in the premises of

the court as he appeared for a
hearing of the wn-Islamic
nikah case in a district and
sessions court in Islamabad
During the hearing of ap-
peals filed by Bushra her
husband and PTI founder
Imran Khan against convic-
tion in the iddat case, Judge
Shahrukh Arjumand went
mto his chamber without an-
nouncing the verdict.
Following the develop-
ment, PTI lawyers hurled
bottles in the courtroom
which prompted Maneka's
lawyers to esgort him out.
However, while being es-
corted out, a PTI lawyer then
attacked Maneka within the

court premises after which he
fell to the ground

The court, on May 23, re-
served the verdict on the ap-
peals which was to be an-
nounced today.

Maneka, in January, had
maoved the court challenging
Khan and Bushra Bibi's mar-
riage and terming their nikah
as fraudulent, stressing that
the marmiage was solemnised
during her iddat (the time a
woman goes into isolation

after a divorce or her hus-
band's death)

The trial court then
handed down a seven-year
sentence to the couple in
February and imposed a fine
of Rs500,000 each on the
duo_In its 51-page detailed
verdict, the court maintained
that the record proves that
both of the accused, Khan
and Bushra, were in relation
before the 2018 "fraudulent”
nikah, —RT/Agency
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SUC's District President
Zawar Sabir Hussain Wadho
visits different Talukas of
Kamber—Shahdadkot

SHAHDADKOT:  Zawar
Sabir Hussain Wadho, the
District President of the Shia
Ulema Council (SUC) Kam-
bar-Shahdadkot, undertook a
significant tour across vari-
ous Talukas within the dis-
trict on Wednesday.

In a noteworthy develop-
ment, Wadho presided overa
pivotal meeting at the
revered Jamia Mosque Imam
Hassan Mujtaba (AS) in
Qubo Saeed Khan. The gath-
ering saw the participation of
eminent leaders representing
diverse units within the re-
gion.

During  his  address,
Zawar Sabir Hussain Wadho
extended his gratitude o the
party's leaders and dedicated
waorkers for their unwavering
commitment in fortifving the
SUC's presence across urban
landscapes. He reiterated his

solemn commitment towards
advocating for the nation's
rights and contributing to its
developmental endeavors,
firmly under the sagacious
guidance of Allama Syed
Sajid Ali Nagvi.

The occasion witnessed
the esteemed presence of no-
table figures including Syed
Ghazi Shah, Mashoog Brohi,
Mukhtiar ~ Ali  Solangi.
Khadim Hussain Jagirani,

Zulfigar Ali Mirjat, among L

others, who further enriched
the discourse with their in-
valuable insights.

Zawar Sabir Hussain
‘Wadho's visit serves as a tes-
tament to the SUC's unwa-
vering dedication towards
fosteing communal har-
mony, societal welfare, and
progressive  development
within the Kambar-Shahdad-
kot district —RT

DC Dr. Syed Muhammad
Ali distributes Zakat
cheques amongst Ghotki's
poor and needy

By Shad Mahar

GHOTKI: Deputy Commis-
sioner Ghotki. Dr. Syed
Muhammad Ali. demon-
strated compassion and soli-
darity with the underprivi-
leged by distributing Zakat
cheques 10 deserving women
at his office on Wednesday
Cver 50 deserving women in

the district were recipients of

cheques aimed at facilitatng
their permanent rehabilitation
and providing dowries,

In a gesture of empathy
and support, Dr Syed
Muhammad Ali personally
handed over the cheques o
the beneficiaries, reaffirmmg
the commitment of the dis-

Zing lhe vlt;ﬂ nole
of grassroots committees in
addressing the needs of the
impoverished, Dr. Syed
Muhammad Ali underscored
the necessity of activating
committees at the Union
Council level. By enhancing
the efficiency and accessibil-
ity Df these committees, the

trict ac ion to serve ation aims to allevi-
the marginalized of atethe hips faced by the
society. Stressing the impor- less fortunate

tance of transparency and ac- Chairman ~ Wasatullah

countability, the Deputy
Commissioner instructed the
Chairman of the Zakat Com-
mittes to ensure the judicious
distribution of Zakat funds 1o
deserving individuals across
the district.

Khan provided updates on
the distribution  process,
highlighting that in accor-
dance with the Sindh gov-
ernment's policy, 28 women
received 5,000 rupees each
under the permanent rehabil-

Indus Youths
organize a
heatstroke camp in
Tando Jam

I:a1ion program, while 35 de-
SErving yOung women were
eranted 30,000 rupees each
for dowries. He assured that
this initiative would continue
in adherence to established
poelicies, ensuring sustained
support for those in need

The distribution of Zakat
cheques reflects the adminis-
tration's commitment (o pro-
moting social welfare and in-
clusivity, providing tangible
assistance o vulnerable seg-
ments of the community.
Through collaborative ef-
forts and transparent gover-
nance, the district aims o
uplift the underprivileged
and foster a more equitable
society

Retired government teachers protest
for their rights in Tando Allahyar

By Afaque Khanzada

TANDO ALLAHYAR: The S+

Government Retired Teach-
ers'  Association  Sindh
(GRTA) staged a spirited
protest outside the Tando Al-
lahyar Press Club, led by dis-
trict leaders Muhammad
Nazim Qaimkhani and Gen-
eral Secretary Jalaluddin
Dars. Despite  sweltering

ures, the s
fervently voiced their de-
mands, brandishing banners
and placards to highlight
their grievances.

In a poignant display of
determination, retirees, some
as old as sixty, stood united
to demand the prompt dis-
bursement of their Group In-
surance Benevolent Fund
Despite a directive from the
Sindh High Court instructing
the provincial government to
release the funds, retirees
have vet to receive their
rightful dues.

Expressing their frustra-
tion, protesters called for the

restoration of pensions for
teachers’ children and the
provision of health cards to
retired employees. These de-
mands, they argue, are essen-
tial for safeguarding the well-
being and dignity of retired
educators who have dedi-
cated their lives to public
service

The protesters under-
scored the urgency of their
demands and warned of esca-
lating their agitation if their
grievances remain unad-
dressed They emphasized
the need for immediate ac-
tion by the authorities to en-

sure the fulf“]lmm[ of re

tirees' rights and vowed to
tensify their protest if their
demands are not met.

The impassioned demaon-
stration by the GRTA re-
flects the deep-seated frus-
trations and challenges faced
by retired employees in ac-
cessing their entitled bene-
fits. As retirees continue to
advocate for their rights,
their unwavering resolve
serves as a reminder of the
impartance of uph

By Irfan Khushk

TANDO JAM: In response to
the scorching temperatures
gripping Tando Jam, the
Indus Youth Organization
has taken proactive measures
by setting up a heatstroke
camp along the Hyderabad-
Mirpurkhas Road near Naka
Stop. Led by Abdullah
Veesar, the organization has
pledged to extend support to
the community amidst the
prevailing heatwave.

Acknowledging the ur-
geney of the situation, Ab-
dullah Veesar emphasized the
organization's commitment
to serving the people during
this challenging period. The
heatstroke camp aims to pro-
wvide relief and assistance to
individuals and travelers Fac-
ing the brunt of the intense
heat.

At the inauguration of the
camp, citizens and passen-
gers of buses and coaches
were offered cold drinking
water, ensuring hydration
and comfort amid rising tem-
peratures. The initiative un-
derscores the collective ef-
forts of the Indus Youth
Organization to safeguard the
well-being of the community
during adverse weather con-
ditions

As the heatwave contin-
ues to pose threats to public
health, the establishment of
such camps serves as a bea-
con of hope. dl.lTlOI'lb"Hlll'Jg
solidarity and resilie
the face of adversity. The
Indus Youth Organization re-
mains dedicated to its mis-
sion of serving the people
and mitigating the impact of
extreme weather events on
wvulnerable populations.

Government clerks
rally for their
demands in Larkana

By M Rafique

LARKANA: In response
to a provincial call by
APCA, a peaceful protest
was taken out by APCA
District Larkana against
rising inflation, lawless-
ness, and political inter-
ference in institutions
The protestors demanded
a 200% increase in
salaries, a medical al-
lowance of 15,000, and a
200% increase in house
rent allowance to allevi-
ate the anxiety among
employees. They also
called for the provision of
lime scale promotions,
group insurance, and the
implementation of online
salary payments for local
government employees.
The protest was led by
Rafiq Ahmed Jatoi,
Muhammad Farooq Jal-

bani, Mubeen Buriro,
Zamir Chandio, and
Muhammad Bux

Kunbhar. Clerks and em-
plovees from various
units of APCA District
Larkana wore black arm-
bands and carried black
flags, gathering in large
numbers for a peacefu]
protest rally. The rally
traversed various streets
of the city and ended out-
side the Larkana Press
Club, where the protes-
tors staged a sit-in. The
clerks and employees
chanted slogans in favor
of the APCA's charter of

demands submitted to the
Sindh Government. They
also staged a pen-down
strike, leaving their of-
fices to protest on the
streets. The leaders wel-
comed Bilawal Bhutto
Fardari's statement sup-
porting the employees'
rights and appealed to
him to ensure that accept-
ance of their demands
They warned that il’ their
demands were not met,
APCA would hold strikes
in front of press clubs
across Sindh on June 3,
2024, If the demands re-
main unaddressed, further
protests would be staged
on June 6-7 in front of the
Parliament House in Is-
lamabad and on June 10
outside the Chief Minis-
ter's House in Karachi
The peaceful protest in-
cluded APCA leaders
Masrullah Jagirani,
Muhammad Sharif Um-
rani, Sher Khan Shaikh,
Abdul Rasool Channa,
Munawar Ali Mairi,
Hazar Khan Jatoi, Abdul
Nabi Dayo, Azhar Ali
Tunio,  Liaquat  Ali
Mangi, Liaquat Al
Kalhoro, Attaullah Meer-
jat, Basheer Ahmed
Bharti, Muhammad llyas
Abro, Shamsad Ali Jatoi,
Jawad Hussain Laghari,
Zahid Channa, Liaquat
Ali Bhartti, Nazir Aheer,
Bashir Chandio, Zawar
Riaz Hussain Siyal and
others

Newborn
found dead in

Tando

dignity and Jusnce fn[ all
members of society, regard-
less of age or status.

FIA Larkana summons
varsity officials over
irregularities

By Saleem Soomro

LARKANA: The Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) Cir-
cle in Larkana has issued
summonses to several indi-
viduals affiliated with Sha-
heed  Mohtarma  Benazir
Bhutto Medical University
(SMBBMU), Chandka Med-
ical College (CMC), and
Ghulam Muhammad Mahar
Medical College (GMMMC)
Sukkur for an investigation
scheduled on May 30th.In a
letter addressed to the Regis-
trar of SMBEMU, the FIA
summoned six individuals, in-
cluding five senior and one

junior clerk associated with
CMC, Asifa Dental College,
and GMMMC Sukkur, as
well ag a former principal. The
officers summoned by the
FIA include Dr. Nadeem

Baloch, Deputy Director of

Pharmacy at SMBBMU; Dr.
Om Kash, Head of the Pathol -
ogy Department; Waheed
Zaman, Administrator  of
Chandka Medical College;
Professor Muhammad Rafig
Memon, former Principal of
Ghulam Muhammad Mahar
Medical College Sukkur, Prof
Dr. Qaim Din Shaikh of Asifa
Dental College; and Junior
Clerk Riaz Ahmed Hulio, Ad-

ditionally, a day prior to this,
Remstrar Dr. Safdar Shaikh of
Shaheed Benazir  Bhutto
Medical University was also
summoned by the FLA for the
same investigation. The sum-
monses indicate a significant
development in ongoing in-
vestigations, although the na-
ture and specifics of the imves-
tigation were not disclosed in
the statement. It is anticipated
that the summoned officials
will cooperate wath the FIA in
the investigation process to
ensure transparency and ac-
countability within the med-
ical  institutions  under

serutiny,

By Mumtaz Ali

TANDO ADAM: Shock
and dismay gripped res-
idents of Tando Adam as
the lifeless body of an
infant was discovered
abandoned in a street on
Wednesday. Disturbed
by the tragic sight, lo-
cals immediately at-
tempted to summaon po-
lice  assistance by
dialing the emergency
helpline 15. However,
their  efforts  were
thwarted as the line re-
mained incessantly
busy, impeding their
¥ to seck prompt
rention.

Despite the distress-
ing discovery. the
corpse of the infant re-
mained unattended,
awaiting proper han-
dling and mvestigation.
As of the time of report-
ing, no action had been
taken to transport the
deceased infant to the
hospital for examination
and further procedures,

in

Adam

The incident under-
scores the urgent need
for an efficient and re-
sponsive emergency re-
sponse system to ad-
dress such distressing
situations promptly. The
community's inability to
promptly reach law en-
forcement  authorities
highlights a concerning
gap in emergency serv-
ices accessibility, poten-
tially compromising
timely intervention in
critical scenarios As in-
vestigations into the cir-
cumstances surrounding
the infant's delh un-
fold, autho are
urgui to addr the sys-
temic challenges hinder-
ing effective emergency
response mechanisms.
The tragic discovery
Serves as a poignant re-
minder of the vulnera-
bility of the most mar-
ginalized members of
society and the collec-
tive responsibility to en-
sure their protection and

well-being
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Khairpur Journalists'
Alliance demands
justice and security for
Sindh's ]ournahsts

By Sajjad Chang

KHAIRPUR: The Khairpur
Journalists' Alliance con-
vened the All Sindh Journal-
ists Convention at the Dis-
trict Council Hall in Khairpur
on Wednesday, drawing a
significant turnout of joumnal-

ists from across the province.
The convention, led by the
leaders of the Khairpur Jour-
nalists' Alliance, served as a
platform 10 address pressing
issues facing journalists in
Sindh, particularly the need
for justice and security.

The convention high-
lighted the plight of martyred
journalists, including Sha-
heed Jan Muhammad Mahar
and Shaheed Nasrullah
Gadani, and emphasized the
urgency of their cases. Addi-
tionally, the recovery of Priva
Kumari, a journalist who had
been missing, was also dis-
cussed, underscoring  the
challenges faced by journal-
ists in the region

In a bold declaration, par-
ficipants announced plans for
a long march from Khairpur
0 Mirpur Mathelo to demand

the a:resl Df those responsi-
ble for the murder of Sha-
heed Nasrullah Gadani
Naimat Khuhro emphasized
the unity among journalists
in Sindh, emphasizing the
collective struggle for their
rights and safety.

Sew era] pmmmem fig-
ures, | houkat

awards were presented to the
family members of deceased
and martyred journalists,
honoring their sacrifices in
the pursuit of truth and jus-
tice. Among those recog-
nized were Shaheed Aziz
Memon, Shaheed Ashiq
Mangi, and  Shaheed

Noonari, Zulfigar Khaskheli,
and Amjad Khan Mahesar of
JSOM, addressed the con-
vention, expressing concem
over the threats faced by
joumnalists in Sindh. The de-
mand for justice and security
resonated throughout the
galhcr'mb with attendees
vowing to continue their
ic duties without
fear or bias to keep the peo-
ple of Sindh informed about
their surroundings.
In a poignant moment,

Makhdoom Rafig. among
others. The convention served
as a powerful testament to
by

i
commitment to upholding the
principles of jounalism de-
spite facing numerous chal-
lenges. As calls for justice
and security reverberate, the
convention underscored the
unwavering resolve of jour-
nalists to continue their vital
work for the betterment of
society.

APCA demands 200%
increase in government
employees' salaries

By Adeel Alvi

SHIKARPUR: Under the
call of the All Pakistan
Clerks' Association (APCA)
central and Sindh provincial
leadership, the District Presi-
dent of APCA Shikarpur,
Abdul Wahab Kagzi, led a
rally comprising employees
from over 20 departments,
including Health, Education,
Population, Local Govemn-
ment, Municipal, Roads,
Public Health, Social Wel-
fare, Colleges, Food, Forest,
Education Works, Highways,
Buildings, Revenue, Trriga-
tion, SCARP Drainage, Ex-
cise, and others. Hundreds of
employees from these depart-
ments started the rally from
the District Education Officer
(DEQ) Primary Education
Office. The rally passed
through various routes and
reached Jumani Hall Chowk,
where they staged a sit-in
under the scorching sun.
Later, the rally proceeded 1o
the press club, where partici-
pants chanted slogans and

locked down all offices, The
rally saw a large number of
employees participating. Ad-
dressing the demonstrators in
front of the Press Club, Dis-
trict President Abdul Wahab
Kagzi, Mujahid Hussain
Langah, Nazir Hussain Shah,
Agha  Shoaib  Pathan,
Muhammad Aslam Sheedi
Shafiq  Ahmed  Shaikh,
Taluka President Garhi Yasin
Tnayatullah Memaon, Taluka
President Lakhi

emment employees by 200%
in light of the inflation. They
also demandexd that group in-
surance be provided © em-
plovees at the time of retire-
ment, municipal committes
employees'  salaries  be
processed onling with no un-
Jjust deductions, all clerks be
given time scales and pend-
ing upgrades, full medical fa-
cilities be provided to clerks,
and house rent and con-

Tlyas Mahar, and others said
that the povernment has
thrown a bomb on the poor
peaple and employees by
drastically increasing the
prices of petroleum products,
gas, electricity, cooking oil,
and other daily necessities
Tn this era of high infla-
tion, employees and the poor
public are severely distressed
and unable to afford two
meals a day. The exorbitant
inflation has broken the
backs of the employee class.
‘The protesters demanded that
the govermnment immediately
increase the salaries of gov-

veyance all be in-
creased by 200%,

Furthermore, they de-
manded the immediate repeal
of changes to the pension
policy, job opportunities for
emplayees’ children, and the
authority for district officers
1o hire the children of de-
ceased emplovees

APCA leaders strongly
demanded that if their charter
of demands given w the
Sindh Government is not ac-
cepted, they will besiege the
assemblies in Islamabad on
June 6 and the Chief Minis-
ter's House in Karachi on
June 10

JSQM Umerkot demands
justice for Shaheed journalist
Nasrullah Gadani

By MM Faisal

KUNRIL: The JSOQM (Jeay
Sindh Qaumi Mahaz) District
Umerkot staged a protest de-
manding the immediate ar-
rest of the perpetrators re-
sponsible for the tragic
killing of journalist Nasrullah
Gadani in Kunri. Led by

Ramzan Khaskheli, organizer g

of JSOM District Umerkat,
dozens of workers rallied
outside the press club in
Kunri to voice their griev-
ances Nasrullah Gadani, a
courageous journalist, was
brutally martyred in Mirpur
Mathelo, sparking outrage
and calls for justice across
the region. Addressing the
gathering, speakers high-
lighted Gadani's unwavering
commitment to truth and his
dedication to advocating for
the rights of the people of
Sindh."Shaheed Nasrullah
Gadani epitomized the spirit
of fearless journalism. He
fearlessly pursued truth and
stood as a beacon of hope for
the people of Sindh," re-
marked one of the speakers

during the pratest. "His un-
timely demise is not just a
loss to journalism but to the
entire province of Sindh."
The protesters urged the
authorities to expedite the
process of apprehending the

culprits  responsible for
Gadani’s murder, emphasiz-
ing the need for swift and im-
partial justice. They wamed
that failure to del justice
would prompt further escala-
tion of their protest The de-
mand for ju echoed
throughout the demonstra-

on, with participants ex-

pressing solidarity with the
bereaved family and calling
for accountability. The ISQM
reaffirmed its commitment to
fighting for the rights of jour-
nalists and upholding the
principles of freedom of ex-
pression. As the quest for jus-
tice continues, the protest

of truth and justic
JSOM vowed to persi
efforts until just

for Nasrullah Gadani and
family.

Jacobabad in the grip of a severe heatwave

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: Jacobabad is
currently experiencing ex-
treme heat and an ongoing
electricity crisis, which has
disrupted daily life and led to
the temporary relocation of
hundreds of families to
cooler areas, particularly
Quetta. The ation, pri-
marily involving families
from tural areas, is a seasonal

occurrence, but this year the
number of people relocating
has significantly increased
due to the intensifying heat
Many families have shared
that they face immense chal-
lenges due to the unbearable
heat and power outages,
which have brought their
businesses to a standstill and
made labor difficult. Those
who  have relocated ex-
plained that in Quetta, where

the weather 18 not as hot, they
can work comfortably and
their families can live in
peace.

The relocation typically
lasts for three to four months
until the weather changes,
after which they return. This
pattern highlights the severe
impact of the heat and elec-
tricity crisis on the liveli-
hoods and daily lives of Ja-
cobabad's residents
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Murad Bans Transfers/Postings
And New Recruitments In Local

KARACHIL: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah has imposed an imme-
diate ban on transfer/postings
and new hiring in local coun-
cils to enhance transparency
and efficiency.

At a meeting attended by
Local Government Minister
Saced Ghani, Minister of
Planning & Development
Nasir Shah, and other offi-
cials, Shah emphasized the
need to streamling the work-
ings of local councils. He re-
quested details of employee
transfers/postings in the last
five years to assess proper
appointments.

Additionally, Shah di-
rected Minister Ghani o im-
plement the SAP system for
salary payments to prevent
ghost employee salaries and
mstructed councils to out-

Councils

source municipal functions if
facing staff shortages.

With 1889 local bodies
in Sindh, Shah instructed
Minister Ghani to safe-
guard employee salaries
during postings. The CM
and Minister Ghani agreed
to reform the local govern-
ment board for transparent
transfer/posting processes.

Shah also urged an in-
crease in the local bodies'
budget and directed Minis-
ter Ghani to propose a
raise for inclusion in the
next financial year's
budget. Furthermore, he
requested a proposal for
the formation of the
Provincial Finance Com-
mission —RT

Bakheet Ateeq AIRemeithi and Sindh
Minister Zulfigar Ali Shah discuss
bilateral tourism and cultural
activities between the UAE and Sindh

KARACHI Provincial Min- [

ister of Tourism, Culture, An-
tiquities, and Archives Sindh,
Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah, vis-
ited the UAE Consulate and
met with Consul General HE
Bakheet Ateeg AlRemeithi to
discuss bilateral tourism and
cultural activities. They also
talked about promoting
tourism through public-pri-
vate partnerships. Muham-
mad Isa Al Tahiri, CEO of U
Bank, was present at the
mesting.

UAE Consul General HE
Bakheet Ateeq AlRemeithi
highlighted the significant
social, historical, and cultural
ties between the UAE
Pakistan, emphas
need  enhance to
cultural collaboration
strengthen bilateral relations
He stated that joint efforts
will be made to attract invest-
ment through public-private
partnerships, along with eas-
g visa procedures for
lounsis.

During  the meeting,
Provincial Minister Syed
Zulfigar Ali Shah discussed
the recent changes in cultural
relations between the two
countries. He expressed Pak-
istan’s eagerness 10
strengthen cultural and
public relations with the
UAE and proposed joint
cultural activities to so-
lidify these ties. Shah
noted the numerous in-

o

vestment opportunities
and favorable environ-
ment in Sindh, suggesting
that both countries would
benefit from increasing
the export of handicrafts.

Shah also mentioned
the significant role of
Shaheed Zulfigar Al
Bhurto, the founder of the
People's Party, in the es-

Iablnhmenl and unity of
the United Arab Emirates

The meeting con-
cluded with Provincial
Minister Syed Zulfigar
Ali Shah and Consul Gen-
eral UAE H.E Bakheet
Ateeq AlRemeithi cutting
a cake 1o celebrate the
victory of Al-Ain Foot-
ball Club.—RT

Country is on the path of progress
under President Asif Ali Zardari's
leadership: Ayaz Ali Slyal

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI PPP leader, Ayaz
Ali Siyal, has stated that the
PPP can genuinely govemn
the country effectively.
Under the presidency of Asif
Ali Zardari, the country is on
a path of progress and the
economy is improving. He
expressed these views while
talking to the media at the
District Press Club Malir
Ayaz Ali Siyal mentioned
that, for the first time in
Karachi's history, PPP's sup-
porters have been elected as
Mayor and Deputy Mayor.
which has caused unrest
among their opponents. A
comprehensive strategy has
been developed to provide
basic amenities to the people
of Karachi, and it is now the
duty of these elected repre-

sentatives to serve the public
better and solve their prob-
lems. On this occasion, PPP
leaders Ayaz Ali Siyal and
Hanif Siyal also extended
their condolences to senior

journalist Raja Baloch over

the sad demise of his brother-
in-law and to Sajjad Chhajro
on the z of his brother.
The President of the District

Press Club Malir, Hanif
Soomro, presented the
guest th a traditional
"Lungi" as a gift Present
at the event were Press
Club General Secretary
Syed Rahim Shah, UC
Pipri Vice Chairman Ali
Muhammad Gabol, Jamil
Chandio, Ayaz Bhagat and
other journalists.

ADB Announces $180 Million Project For
Sindh's En\flronmentdl Restoratmn

KARACHI: The Asian De-
velopment Bank (ADB) has
unveiled a $180 million ini-
imed at rejuvenating
sts, drains, and roads in
Smdh's coastal regions

In collaboration with the S

Sindh Ministry of [rrigation
and Food, the project seeks
to safeguard coastal areas,
generate employment oppor-
tunities, and foster sustain-
able economic growth. Dur-
ing a meeting with the ADB
delegation, led by Team
Leader Dr. David Freuvilich,
Sindh's Irrigation and Food
Minister emphasized the im-
portance of environmental
protection and agricul tural
development,

The project will priori-
tize the restoration of

drams, roads, and forests in
Thatta, SU_].lWM

Badin, are :
pacted by recent rains and
floods. Pre-project activi-
ties include a comprehen-
sive survey, design, and
mapping of the Indus
Delta. Additionally, pro-
posals to enhance the ca-

pacity of key drainage sys-
tems like Karo Gondro and
Shakoor Drain were dis-
cussed

Funded by the ADB's
S180 million loan, the ini-
tiative is poised to deliver
significant socio-economic
and environmental benefits
10 the region. —RT/Agency

Counter Terr

World's

Largest

Cargo Ship Docks At
Karachi Port

RARACHL The world's
largest cargo ship, MSC
Anna, has reached Karachi
port on Wednesday, marking
a significant milestone in the
port's history.

The colossal wvessel,
which arrived from India's
Port Mundra, anchored at
Karachi port

According to the port ad-
ministration, MSC Anna
boasts impressive dimen-
sions, measuring 404 meters
in length and having a capac-
ity of carrying 19,638 con-
fainers.

The ship is carrying
19,638 containers, and after
fulfilling the regulation
process, the unloading of
containers from the ship will
start, KPT spokesperson said.
The ship will unload its
cargo and is scheduled to de-
part after a one- dm stopover.

Residents of Pipri and Shah Town
protest against excessive load shedding

By Asif Qureshi

KARACHI:
Pipri and Shah Town held a
protest in front of the K-Elec-
tric office against unan-
nounced load shedding and
increased bills, stagi sit-
in at the main gate ~ They
chanted slogans against the
K-Electric  administration,
complaining  that unan-
nounced load shedding and
higher bills have made life
unbearable. According to de-
tails, residents from the Malir
areas of Pipri and Shah Town
protested and staged a sit-in
in front of the K-Electric of-
fice at Joggi Morr Bin
(Casim. The protesters raised
slogans against the K-Elec-

The port ration
has organised an arrival cer-
emony for MSC Anna. This
event will celebrate the ship's
arrival and underscore the
importance of Karachi port
in international maritime
trade. —RT/Agency

FIA Arrests Passenger
Traveling On Fake Documents

KARACHI: The Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA)
Immigration wing has ar-
rested a passenger at Karachi
Airport for traveling on fake
documents. media reported.
As per details, the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
spokesperson said that a pas-
senger, Samiur Rehman, who
arrived on flight OD135, was
arrested for possessing a fake
Malaysian visa on his pass-

port
The initial investigation
revealed that the accused had
obtained the visa from an
agent in Kuala Lumpur for a
sum of 6,000 Malaysian
Ringgit. The accused, a resi-
dent of Karachi, has been
shified to the Anti-Human
Trafficking Circle Karachi
for further legal action and
further investigation is un-
derway.—RT/Agency

Suspects In

KARACHI: The Sindh
rism Depart-
ment (CTD), in collaboration
with Pakistan Rangers Sindh,
the Special Branch and local
pelice conducted targeted
search operations across var-
ious cities in the province,
media reported

Acmrnllm. m a CTD
spok

CTD Arrests Eight

Operations

Across Sindh

the detention of eight sus-
pects linked to criminal ac-
tivities, who were subse-
quently handed over (o the
local police for further ac-
tion

Senior officers from the
CTD, Rangers, Special
Branch, and local police ac-
tively participated in these
coordinated efforts

data of 435 mdm(luak was
reviewed using the Talash
app during these operations
Additionally, around 200 ve-
hicles were inspected and
searched

The operations resulted in

Earlier, the Counter-Ter-
rorism Department (CTD)
Sindh and intelligence agen-
cies arrested a wanted
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
terrorist (TTP) terrorist in
Karachi —RT/Agency

Sardar Manzoor Kakar
expresses grief over loss
of precious lives in
Washuk incident

KARACHL: Sardar Manzoor
Ahmed Khan Kakar, Presi-
dent of the Al Kakar Tribes'
Federation and Secretary
General of the Balochistan
Youth Front, expressed deep
sorrow over the tragic bus
accident that occurred in
Washuk. In his condolence

d pro-

well as women and children.
He extended heartfelt condo-
lences to the bereaved fami-
lies, stating that he shares in
their sorrow: Sardar Manzoor
Kakar criticized the govern-
ment's incompetence, point-
ing out that the road remains
asingle lane, leading 1o fre-

he exy
found grief over the loss of
more than 27 lives, including
Professor Dr. Naimatullah

Dr. Aamir Zaid, and medical
student Chiragh Baloch, as

quent dents and the loss
of precious lives He de-
manded thar the road be dou-
bled and that better medical

facilities be provided 1o the | |

injured —RT

PTI Karachi
Continues Hunger
Strike Outside KPC

KARACHI:
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Karachi maintained their
symbolic hunger strike out-
side the Karachi Press Club
fiar the third consecutive day,
demanding the immediate re-
lease of their leader, Imran

an
Led by PTI Karachi
Division President Raja
Azhar  and  General
Secretary Arsalan Khalid,
the protest drew
participation from party
figures and workers,
including Dr. Masroor Sial
and Rashid Abbasi.
Azhar reiterated their
demands for Imran Khan's
release and restoration of

Pakistan

their percei

mandat

lice actions during the
onset and vowing
to expand protests nation-
wide.

He accused the current
government of economic
mismanagement and con-
demned violence against
citizens, highlighting re-
cent journalist murders.

Azhar also denounced
the May % incident as a
premeditated conspiracy,
demanding accountabil-
ity and emphasizing
PTI's  commitment to
peaceful protest amidst
rising street crime in
Karachi, —RT/Agency

tric on. On this
occasion, UC Pipri Chairman
Azmatullah  Lund, Vice
Chairman Ali Muhammad
Gabol, Councilors Salahud-
din Gabol, Javed Lala, Dost
Muhammad Pathan, Rasool
Bakhsh Tagar, and many
other local residents partici-
pated. The protesters stated
that electricity is unavailable
for 16 to 18 hours in the
mentioned  areas.  Despite

Residents of

this, cutting off elecmclw
during the summer season is
sheer cruelty. They have
complained to the K-Electric
administration about the
unannounced load shedding
and hefty bills, but no one is
willing to listen. That is why
they are protesting in front of
the K-Electric Bin Qasim of-
fice. They demanded an end

to unannounced load shed-
ding and the provision of
electricity, along with stop-
ping the issuance of hefty
bills. Instead, they should
send fair bills so that poor
people can pay for the elec-
tricity they actually use. If
their demands are not met,
they will expand the scope of
their protest.

Sindh CM Prioritizes Teachers’
Training And Data Bank For Students

KARACHIL:  Sindh
Minister Sved Muorad Ali
Shah has directed the School
Education Department to
strengthen teacher training,
establish a comprehensive
data bank of students, and re-
cruit teachers for the upcom-
ing session

Presiding over a meeting
at CM House, Shah empha-
sized improving the educa-
tional environment and en-
suring well-trained teachers
10 produce a well-educated
new generation. He stated,
"We are committed to im-
proving the educational at-
maosphere in the classroom
and ensuring teachers are
properly trained ®

Education Minister Syed
Sardar Shah briefed the CM
on the status of 43,027
schools, noting that 19,808
were damaged by recent
floods, yet classes continue
in makeshifl arrangements
The CM assured that recon-

Chief [

struction would b\, supported
by donor
federal ernment i the
next financial year.

The CM directed the Ed-
ucation Department 1o en-
hance teacher training and
maintain a detailed data
record of teachers from ap-
pointment to promotions, He
also stressed developing a
data bank for students from
pre-primary to higher sec-
ondary levels based on their
B-form for accurate tracking
and to address dropout rates
effectively.

Shah highlighted the im-

s and the s

portance of accurate data for
oing children and
hool children to in-
The

cant Ieaclum. positions, and
the CM instructed the depart-
ment to provide recomm
dations for filling these posi-
tions in the next budget
Additionally, the CM or-
dered regular inspections
and upgrades of science
labs, libraries, and work-
shops in high schools, ex-
tending these facilities to up-
wraded primary and
elementary schools —RT

ACE Intensifies Investigation Into
Massive Irregularities In KWSC

KARACHI: The Anti-Cor-
ruption Establishment (ACE)
has stepped up its investiga-
ron following the revelations
about massive corruption in
the Karachi Water and Sew-
erage Corporation (KWSC),
itis leamt.

The ACE has reportedly

called for the submission of
record pertaining to the
KWSC's Anti-Theft Cell as
well as its expenses and ac-
tivities.

It has also sought the per-
sonal record of KWSC offi-
cers Muhammad Dilawar,
Zaheer Sheikh and Mirza

Obaidur Rehman.

But ACE officials com-
plain thar pressure was being
exerted in different ways to
halt the probe into corrupt
practices. They say that the
KWSC officers despite being
SumImMone:
ating —RT/Agency

Former Sindh Minister Noman Saigal
and FPCCI members discuss bilateral
trade oppnrtunltles with Chlnese CG

KARACHI:  Muhammad
Noman Saigal, former Sindh
Minister for Health, Environ-
ment, and Information Tech-
nology, and Convener of the
Standing Committee of Hor-
ticulture FPCCI, met with the
Honourable Chinese Consul
General Mr. Yang Yundong
and Mr. Li Yong, Commer-

cial Counsellor in Karachi,
on Friday, May 24, 2024
The meeting included no-
table members of the deleg
tion such as Mr Jameel
Peerji of Omega Kitchen
Aluminium Ware, Mr. Ghu-
lam Nabi of GN Trading
Agricultural Product Ex-
porter, and Mr. Fazal Abbas

i 1
Jack Wala of Akbar Ali and
Sons, an importer of con-
struction equipment in Pak-
istan, along with his son

Various issues were dis-
cussed during the meeting, fo-
cusing on enhancing bilateral
trade relations and exploring
opportunities for collaboration
in different sectors —RT

Envoy Urges Diversification Of

KARACHI: Consul General
of Oman, Eng. Sami Abdul-
lah Al Khanjan, emphasized
the need for Pakistan to di-

its exports to Oman
duning a to the Karachi
Ch amtm of Commerce & In-
dustry (KCCT). Al Khanjari
highlighted Oman’s reliance

on Pakistani rice and urged ex

for the expansion of trade in
other agricultural products

like omons, potatoes, lentils,

Paklstam Exports To Oman

and mangoes. He encouraged
bilateral collaborations to en-
hance trade between the two
es, noting the poten-
tial for growth. Al Khanjari
also advised Karachi's bu
ness community to address
trade obstacles and stressed

standing and explore trade
President of

KCCI,  Iftikhar  Ahmed

Sheikh, welcomed the i
tiative, emphasizing the
need to reduce trade barri-
ers and promote SMEs for
economi¢ integration be-
tween Pakistan and Oman.
He highlighted the potential
for energy sector collabora-
tion and wrged for invest-
ments in Pakistan’s coastal
ecosystem to further bilat-
eral  economic  develop-
ment —RT
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The removal of harassment and corruption will lead to more tax compliance

he recent move to unblock over 7,000
SIM cards following the submission of
income tax returns is a welcome devel-
opment in Pakistan's ongoing efforts to
broaden its tax base. This innovative approach
by the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has
demonstrated that out-of-the-box solutions can
yield tangible results, as evidenced by the filing
of 7,167 new tax returns. However, while this
initial success is commendable, the journey to
bring a significant number of citizens into the

tax net is far from over.

The FBR's strategy of leveraging mobile con-
nectivity to enforce tax compliance is clever, yet
it also underscores the need for deeper reforms

within our tax system. The current cumbersome
tax filing process must be streamlined to encour-
age voluntary compliance. One significant bar-
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rier is the pervasive fear of harassment by tax
authorities, which deters many from filing re-
turns. To address this, the introduction of a fixed
tax scheme with a no-questions-asked policy
could be a game-changer. Such a scheme would
reassure taxpayers that they will not be sub-
jected to undue scrutiny or corrupt practices, po-
tentially increasing compliance rates.Moreover,

the government must lead by example. 1f we are
to instill a culture of tax compliance, it should
be mandatory for every parliamentarian, office-
holder, bureaucrat, and even non-civilians to file
their taxes annually, including the rejection of
zero returns when applicable. This would not
only set a precedent but also build public trust
in the tax system.And while blocking SIM cards
has yielded positive results, sustainable progress
will require comprehensive reforms. Simplify-
ing the tax process and ensuring that all public
officials lead by example are crucial steps. Only
then can we hope to significantly increase tax
compliance and secure a fair contribution from
all citizens towards national development.
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DC Naveed Rehman Larik
visits Civil Hospital

By Muhammad Bacha

UMERKOT: Deputy
Commissioner Umerkot,
Naveed Rehman Larik,
led a comprehensive in-
spection at the Civil Hos-
pital Umerkot, underscor-
ing the administration's
commitment to ensuring
quality healthcare serv-
ices for the communi
Accompanied by Assis-
tant Commissioner
Umerkot  Rajab  Ali
Sethio, District Health
Officer Dr. Lashman Das,
T'ehsildar Health Officer
Dr. Isar Das, and General
Physician Dr.  Madan
Malhi, DC Larik visited
various departments of
the hospital 1o assess fa-
cilities and patient care
standards.

Umerkot

The delegation toured
key areas of the hospital,
including the Heatstroke
‘Ward, X-ray unit, Labora-
tory, Emergency Ward,
Maternity Ward, General
‘Ward, and Main Outpa-
tient Department (OPD).
Engaging with medical
staff on duty, they gath-
ered insights into patient
conditions and the opera-
tional status of medical
services.In an effort to
maintain high standards
of cleanliness and hy-
giene, Deputy Commis-
sioner Larik instructed
the Medical Superinten-
dent (MS) to prioritize
sanitation efforrs and en-
sure the presence of ade-
quate medical personnel
at all times. Atention was
also directed towards re-

moving damaged materi-
als and debris from the
premises, facilitating mu-
nicipal cleanliness opera-
tions within the hospital
compound The visit un-
derscores the administra-
tion's proactive approach
towards enhancing
healthcare infrastructure
and service delivery, re-
flecting a commitment to
the well-being of resi-
dents in Umerkot and sur-
rounding areas. Through
regular inspections and
collaboration with health-
care professionals, the ad-
ministration aims to ad-
dress challenges and
improve the overall
healthcare experience for
palienu ACCessIng serv-
ices at Civil Hospital
Umerkot

Awami Tehreek slams
Sindh's poor law and
order situation

By Javed Laghari

DADU: As preparations are
underway for the sixth an-

niversary gathering com-

memaorating the esteemed
leader of Awami Tehreek
Rasool Bux Palijo, the party's
central leadership has inten-
sified its call for the restora-
tion of the rule of law in
Sindh. Lal Jarwar, President
of Awami Tehreek central,
alongside Noor Ahmed Ka-
tiar, Central General Secre-
tary, District Dadu President
Advocate Najeeb Mahesar,
and Riaz Pechuho, visite
Dadu Press Club to rally sup-
port from political, social,

and literary figures, as well
as journalists, for the upcom-

ing event.

Addressing the gathering,
Lal Jarwar voiced grave con-
cemns over the escalating law-
lessness in Sindh, atnbuting
it to a calculated conspiracy
aimed at replacing the rule of
law with a regime of ban-
ditry. He lamented the deteri-
orating security situation,
particularly in Sukkur and
Larkana divisions, which he
described as becoming safe
havens for criminal elements

Jarwar did not mince
words in his eriticism of the
ruling Pakistan People's
Party (PPP), accusing its feu-
dal lords and chiefs of col-

luding with bandits and r
of @ a culture of im-

punity. He

lenged the leadership of FPP,
including Chairman Bllawal
Bhutto Zardari, Ch

ter Syed Murad

weaponry
among criminal elements
Expressing  profound
sorrow over the targeted
killings of journalists, Jar-
war condemned the murder
of Masrullah Gadani and

ve &,udal and

al systems entrenched in
Sindh. He lambasted the
Sindh Government and po-
lice for their failure to ap-
prehend the perpetrators of

rectly chal-

suuh hemous crimes, call-
ing for urgent action to en-
for the victims

Jarwar I.lT’ng thL
Supreme Court to intervene
decisively, establishing a
high judicial commission to

jestigate  the rampant

xpedite the arrest of indi-

als responsible for the
murders of journalists, in-
cluding Nasrullah Gadani
and Jan Muhammad Mahar.
He also demanded the im-
mediate release of Priva
Kumari and the restoration
of the rule of law and con-
stitution in Sindh, reaffirm-
ing Awami Tehreek's unmwa-
vering commitment  to
upholding justice and ac-

Joint death anniversaries of
former Federal Secretary
Gul Muhammad Rind's

By Zeeshan Scomro

| SAKRAND: The solemn oc-

casion of the joint death an-
niversary of the esteemed
parents of former Federal
Secretary and founder Chair-
man of Hamdard Organiza-
tion, Gul Muhammad Rind,
was observed with reverence
and heartfelt remembrance in
Sakrand.

Floral wreaths were re-
spectfully laid upon the
graves of the departed, fol-
lowed by prayers, recitations
of Maats, and charitable en-
deavors 10 honor their mem-
ory. Reflecting on the signif-
icance of the day, Gul
Muhammad Rind shared
1>0|Lna\1| reflections, high-
g the remarkable coin-
c1de11ce of both his mother
and father passing away on
the same date, May 28, albeit
with a 25-year gap between
their departures.

Expressing his profound
aratitude, Rind conveyed that
his upbringing, educarion,
and the affection bestowed
upon him by his parents have
shaped his character and con-
tributed 10 his achievements
He acknowledged the pro-
found impact their guidance
had on his life's joumey, em-

parents observed in Sakrand

the invaluable les-
sons learned from their ex-
emplary lives

During the commemuora-

phasiz

tion, Qazi Javed Sanai,
Chairman of Hamdard Sup-
port Program, paid heartfelt
tribute to the late Haji Ghu-
lam Nabi Rind and his es-
teemed wife, Gul Bibi, laud-
ing their legacy of kindness,
generosity, and service o hu-
manity.

The event witnessed the
presence of distinguished
personalities from the re-
ghon, including District Ad-
ministraror Nabi Bux Rind,
Ghulam Sarwar Rind, Fa-
heem Khan Pahi, Nazir Hus-
sain Rind, Abdul Ghani
Magsi, Kamal Rind, Iqbal
Rind, Mir Hassan Rind,
Abdul Ghani Rahimon, and
numerous other notable
ures, who joined in paying
homage to the departed
souls and offering condo-
lences to the bereaved fam-
ily

The  commemoration
served as a poignant re-
minder of the enduring in-
fluence of parental lowve and
guidance, inspi all pres-
ent 1o cherish and uphold the
values imparted by their eld-
ers

Help demanded for
ailing Nauabad
journalist Rahim
Shah

By Hakim Baloch

N JAM NAWAZ ALIL: The

Jjournalist community in
Sindh is rallying together
to support veteran jour-
nalist Rahim Shah, who is
currently battling a severe
illness. Rahim Shah,
known for his unwavering
dedication to journalism,
has served tirelessly for
many years, notably con-
tributing to the daily
Daily Ibrat newspaper in
the small  town of
Nauabad.

Presently, Rahim Shah
18 undergoing treatment in
Hyderabad, where he 1s
bravely fighting for his
life against his ailment.
Recognizing his invalu-
able contributions to the
field of journalism and his
critical condition, various
Journalistic organizations
and members of the jour-
nalist  community  in
Sindh, alongside con-
cerned  citizens, have
come forward to appeal
for assistance

The collective plea has

countability

been directed towards the

Sindh Government, the
Pravincial Minister of In-
formation, and elected
representatives from the
area, including MNA
Shazia Atta Marri, Sena-
tor Qurat-ul-Ain Marri,
and MPA Jam Shabbir Ali
Khan. The appeal urges
authorities to facilitate
Rahim Shah's treatment at
a reputable hospital, with
the expenses to be borne
by the government, and to
extend financial assis-
tance to alleviate the bur-
den on him and his family
during this challenging
time

The outpouring of sup-
port tor Rahim Shah un-
derscores the profound re-
spect and admiration he
has earned throughout his
illustrious career in jour-
nalism. As efforts con-
tinue to secure the neces-
sary assistance for his
medical treatment and
care, the sohdarity of the
Journalist community and
the public serves as a bea-
con of hope and compas-
sion in Rahim Shah's fight
against illness.

National pride and Pakistan's
tallest person Naseer Soomro's
health continues to improve

By Munawar Chandic

JTAMSHORO: Naseer
Soomro, renowned as one of
the tallest individuals in the
world, has been bartling res-
piratory distress for a consic-
erable period. Undergoing
treatment at Dar-ul-Sehat
Hospital in Gulistan Johar,
Karachi, Scomre's health
condition has shown signs of
improvement, thanks to the
dedicated medical care pro-
vided by the hospital staff’

The #SIEHS1122 Ambu-
lance was deployed 1o trans-
port Naseer Soomra from his
residence in PIA Township
for his routine checkup at
Dar-ul-Sehat Hospital. Fol-
lowing thorough e: mation
and consultation with con-
sultants, it has been decided
1o transfer him back to his
hometown in Shikarpur dis-
wrict for further care and recu-
peration.

Acknowledging the criti-
cal role played by Dar-ul-
Sehat Hospital in his mrear-
ment, Naseer  Scomro
expressed gratitude for the
medical aention and support
he received during his stay.
The hospital's efforts have
contribured significantly 1o
his recovery process

As part of the transition
back to his hometown, the

#SIEHS1122 Ambulance has s

been arranged to facilitate
Soomro's safe transfer. Dur-
ing the journey from Karachi
o Shikarpur, the
#SIEHS1122 Hyderabad Re-
gional Team extended a
warm welcome o Soomro
and inquired about
condition in Jamshoro

efforts of healthcare profes-
s and emergency re-

sponse teams in ensuring the
well-being of individuals,
particularly those facin;
health challenges. The com-
passionate care provided by
Dar-ul-Sehat Hospital and
the support extended by
#SIEHS1122 demonstrate a
commitment to serving the
needs of the community and
upholding the principles of
healthcare aceessibility and
inclusivity

Terminated employees of
Kario Ghanwar Qil Field

demand Justlce

By Abdul Sattar

TANDO MUHAMMAD
KHAN: The residents of Pir
Ali Shah village in the
Tando Ghulam Hyder area,
including Ali Asghar Shah,
Muhammad Yousif Shah
and Ahmed Ali
raised their voices against
injustice as they demand
justice for their wrongful
dismissal from the Kario
Ghanwar Oil Field four
years ago

Narrating their ordeal to
journalists, the aggrieved
workers revealed that they
were unjustly terminated
from their positions at the
oil field by the contractor,
Noor Muhammad Bhatti,
leaving them without em-
ployment. Despite seeking
assistance  from  wvarious
local leaders, their pleas for
justice fell on deaf ears, as
the contractors influence
thwarted their efforts

Faced with no other re-
course, they turned to the
legal system, where the
Civil Judge issued notices
to Noor M 1 Bhatti.

Shah, have §

tory actions against them,
subjecting them to constant
harassment and intimidation
in an attempt to drive them
out of the area. They high-
lighted instances of unwar-
ranted attacks on their
homes by Bhatti and his as-
sociates, including Khair

However, Bhatti has failed
to appear in any hearings,
further prolonging their
quest for justice.

ding to their woes,
the sacked workers alleged
that Noor Muhammad
Bhatti has initiated retalia-

Muh d Laghari, Aziz
Kalhoro, and  Hassan
Mahar Expressing concern
for their safety and prop-
erty, the workers fear that
Bhatti's ulterior motive is to
seize t 17 acres of agri-
cultural land. In light of
these threats, they are ap-

pealing to the Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP)
Tando Muhammad Khan,
the Station House Officer

(SHO) Tando Ghulam
Hyder, and the Civil Judge
to intervene, provide them
with protection, and take
swift action against Noor
Muhammad Bhatti, includ-
ing his arrest

he plight of these sacked
workers  highlights  the
pressing need for accounta-
bility and protection of
labor rights, as they con-
tinue to pursue justice
against powerful interests.
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Bellingham voted
La Liga Player of
the Season

MADRID: Real Madrid mid-
fielder Jude Bellingham has
been voted LaLiga's Player
of the Season after the 20-
rear-old played a pivotal role
n leading the club to their
36t league title.
Bellingham edged out
team mate Vinicius Jr, An-
toine Griezmann (Atletico
Madrnd), Arem Dovbyk
(Girona)  and  Robert
Lewandowski (Barcelona) in
votes cast by fans, club cap-
tains and a panel of experts.
He scored 19 goals and
had six assists in 28 league
games this season, and tallied
23 goals and Ia assists in all

Bellingham, who could not
attend Tuesday's ceremony in
as he was preparing
for the Champions League
final at Wembley against his
former club Borussia Dort-
mund, said he was honoured
to have received the award

"I would like to dedicate
it to my team mates, the
coaching staff and, most im-
portantly, to the fans of the
best club in the world." he
said in a message.

"It's a pleasure every time
I play for this team. Hala
Madrid!"

The Englishman also won
the 2022-23 Bundesliga
Player of the Season playing
for Dortmund before moving
to Real for a fee of around

03 million Euros ($111.71
on).

Earlier on Tuesday,
Dortmund sporting director
Sebastian Kehl was full of

mil

. praise for Bellingham. "I

know how strong Jude is
and 1 know his personality

very much, so he's an
amazing player, an amaz-
ing character and of

course, he will do every-
thing to win that final.” he
said. —Agency

'IPL form is irrelevant':
Usman Khawaja on Glenn

SYDNEY: Australian Test
cricketer Usman Khawaja
has extended his support for
teammate Glenn Maxwell,
expressing optimism that the
all-rounder will showcase his
top form in the upcoming
ICC Men's T20 World Cup,
despite his recent perform-
ance in the IPL.

Maxwell  represented
Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru (RCB) in the recently
concluded IPL, where he
managed a meagre 52 runs in
nine innings.

However, Khawaja
backed Maxwell, calling IPL
form ‘irrelevant' He ex-

pressed hope that the all-
rounder will bounce back
during the mega-event.

The IPL form is ab-
solu irrelevant. Maxy's
proven himself time and time
again. Any player who's per-
formed over a long period of
time understands that you
can't perform well every time
vou go out there," Khawaja
said while speaking 1o the
West Australian

The experienced opener
acknowledged the high-risk
nature of T20 cricker, where

Maxwell's recent struggles

the middle-order batters
often need to maintain higher
strike rates. However, Usman
Khawaja expressed confi-
dence that Glenn Maxwell
only requires one innings o
regain his form

"You take a few risks,
particularly if you bat in the
middle order, and T20
cricket's not easy. But [for
this wurnament] if he gets
one good innings, he's away
It doesn't marter what's hap-
pened in the past. He's not
going to change his game
and nor should he. Just keep
going. He'll find it," Khawaja
added

Maxwell did not partici-
pate in Australia's first T20
World Cup 2024 warm-up
fixture against Namihia ves-

Shaheen Afridi jumps multiple spots
in latest ICC T20I rankings

LAHORE: Pakistan's star
pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi
has jumped multiple places
in the latest T20 player rank-
ings issued by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council {(1CC).

Shaheen has improved
three places and is now
ranked as the 12th-best T20
bowler in the world with a
rating of 631.

The list is topped by Eng-
land’s Adil Rashid followed
by Sr Lanka's Wanindu
Hasaranga and India's Axar 5
Patel in second and third
places, respectively.

No other Pakistani bowler

The list alse includes
Afghanistan's Rashid Khan
who is ranked seventh after

lanked 25 with a rating of'

has made it to the top 20 T20
bowlers as Haris Rauf is

jumping two places.

However, in terms of top

T"O batters.  Pakistan's
wicket-keeper batter Mo-
hammad Rizwan and skipper
Babar Azam and are in third
and fourth places with a rat-
ing of 769 and 761, respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, India's
Suryakumar Yadav is ranked
as the number one T20 batter
followed by England's Phil
Salt in second place.

England's captain Jos
Buttler is ranked seventh in
the T20 batters list after mov-
ing up one place. The all-

rounder category is topped by Sa
Lanka's Hasaranga with a rating
of 228 followed by Bangladesh's
Shakib Al Hasan who fell one
place and is ranked second.

Pakistan’s Imad Wasim has
jumped four places to be ranked
as the joint 12th-best T20 all-
rounder akang with teammate Sa-
hadab Khan wheo has dropped
one spot—Agency

Djokovic shrugs off troubles in
winning start at French Open

PARIS: Defending champion
Novak Djokovic shrugged
off his recent troubles to
sweep to his 93rd career win
at the French Open, extend-
ing his run of first round
Roland Garros victories to a
perfect 20

Djokovic, chasing a
fourth title in Paris and
record 25th Grand Slam tri-
umph. came through against
142nd-ranked French wild-
card Pierre-Hugues Herbert
64, 7-6 (7/3), 6-4.

The 3 T-year-old, who saw
career-long rival and 14-time
champion Rafacl Nadal exit
the tournament on Monday,
had arrived under a cloud.

For the first time since
2018, he is without a title and
has vet to reach a final this
SEASON

He has also endured re-
cent misfortunes being acci-
dentally hit on the head by a
metal water bottle in Rome

and then suffering stomach

problems in Geneva.

"It was a solid perform-

ance.” said Djoko
could have done better,

for serving well.

this moment

fied with my state of mind "

Dijokovic, who has ad-

"It's a victory in three
sets, that's what matters at
1 felt berter
compared to the last few
weeks. 1 was focused. 1 en-
couraged myself, T am satis-

just 68 minute:

vanced to the French Open
quarter-finals or better every
year since 2010, will face
Spain's 63rd-ranked Roberto

- Carballes Baena for a place

in the last 32.

Australian Open cham-
pion Aryna Sabalenka, a
semi-finalist in 2023, over-
powered Russian teenager
Erika Andreeva 6-1, 6-2 in
under the
roof of Court Philippe Cha-
trier as heavy rain caused a
five-hour delay to action

around the grounds.

World number two Sa-
balenka fired 27 winners past
the 100th-ranked Andreeva
and broke serve five times in
@ dominant display.

"I'm trying to do well on

N clay. it is tough conditions

here but I enjoy playing here
and I'm just trying to bring
my best tennis every time --
whatever the surface,” said
Sabalenka

The Belarusian has made
at least the last-four at her
past six Grand Slams and is
expected to be Tga Swiatek's
toughest rival in the Pole's
bid for a fourth French Open
title. There was better luck for
Andreeva’s yvounger sister
Mirra, who went to the fourth
round as a 16-year-old in 202,
She swept past Emina Bektas
of the United States in straights
sefs Jennifer Lopez 'dis
hersel{ from Ben Affleck mar-
ital crisis —Agency

LA-bound Giroud's leadership will
be missed, says Mllan captain

PERTH: AC Milan captain
Davide Calabria said on
Wednesday that the departure
of Olivier Giroud to Major
League Soccer will leave a
leadership hole at the seven-
time European champions.

Veteran French striker
Giroud will play his final
match for Milan in a post-
season friendly against Roma
in Perth on Friday in front of
an expected crowd of 50,000
at the Optus Stadium

The 37-year-old is head-
ing 1o Los Angeles FC next
season and will bow out of
international football for
begin next
month.

Giroud was given an
emotional far ewell by the
ed off

in  Cermany

Sarurday

American

Milan's tour squad

journey 1o Australia

"He's an important leader
. partic-
fiom Serie A with a goal in & ularly off the field " Calabria
3-3 draw with Salernitana on told reporters in Perth on

on-and-off the field ..

Wednesday.

midfielder
Christian Pulisic and winger
France after the Euros, which Rafael Leao are missing from
but
Giroud has made the long

“He's supported me a lot.
I'll miss him a lot, but am
happy 10 have these few days
together to celebrate his de-
parture.”

Giroud was a fan
favourite at the San Siro

and his three-year stint ..

will be largely remem-
bered for scoring key
goals in Milan's 2022

Serie A triumph, the only
trophy he won at the Ttal-
ian club

Giroud is not the only
departure at Milan, who
are looking for a new
coach after coming second
in Serie A but failing to
mount a serious challenge
to fierce rivals Inter
Milan

Stefano Pioli, who had
one year remaining on his
contract, left at the end of
the Serie A campaign after
four-and-a-half years in
charge.

Repors said he will be
replaced by Lille coach
Paulo Fonseca, who has
also been linked with
Marseille.

"1 don't know anything
we'll see,” Calabria said
when asked by AFP if he
expected Fonseca to take

Lionel Messi to
welcome former PSG
mate in Inter Miami

Argentine star Lionel June or January 2025,

Messi is set to be re-
united with his former
Paris  Saint-Germain
teammate.

According to news
reports from ESPN. the
Spanish football club
Benfica's Angel Di
Maria has reached an
agreement on finances
with Lionel Messi Inter
Miami

Angel Di Maria
played with his country
fellow in the 2021-2022
season before leaving
for Juventus. In the fol-
lowing season. Messi
also left the Paris-based
club after three years
and commenced his new

life chapter in the Major
League Soccer in the
mid last year

Though the agree-

ment is still net in the
papers, there is still un-
certainty over the reach-
ing of an agreement to
be officially part
Miami in the upcoming

of

Tata Martino, who is
also an  Argentinian
football coach of the
Herons, earlier ruled out
the midfielder's move to
join the MLS, which is
set to see the end of its

contract with Benfica
this summer.
The Essentially

Sports quoted Martino
as saying: "It would not
be feasible to hire any
type of plaver, espe-
cially regarding the con-
ditions  that  could
come."

Apart from the 36-
vear-old, Nacho Fernan-
dez is also being consid-
ered for Inter Miami,
currently centre-back at
Real Madrid.

Di Maria, as per re-
ports, has finalised that
Benfica will be his last
European club, and will
seek retirement from the
Argentine national team
after this year's Copa
América. —Agency

Saudi Arabia team to
arrive on June 5 for FIFA

ISLAMABAD: The Saudi
Arabian football team is set
to arrive in Islamabad on
June 5 for the FIFA World
Cup 2026 Qualifiers match
against Pakistan

According to details, the
team would travel from
Rivadh to Islamabad on a
chartered flight

The highly anticipared
match between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia was scheduled
1o take place on June 6 here
ar the Jinnah Football Sra-
dium of Pakistan Sports

the reins —Agency

Complex.

World Cup 2026 Quallﬁers

This would be Pakistan's
final home match in the FIFA
World Cup 2026 Qualifiers
Round 2

Pakistan would play their
last away match on June 11
against hosts Tajikistan. Both
teams were expected 1o give
their best performance in the
game.

The FIFA World Cup
2026 Qualifiers have gener-
ated immense excitement
among football enthusiasts
who would be waiting to wit-
ness the encounter at the Jin-
nah Stadium — Agency

terday, alnnL with Travis
Head, Pat Cummins,
Mitchell Starc, Cameron

Green, and Marcus Stoinis
These players were partici-
pating in IPL and expected o
link up with the team soon

Australia will face co-
hosts West Indies in their
final warm-up match on
Thursday at the same
venue —Agency

Face of the Day

Name: Daniyal Ahmed
Location: Karachi
About me: Taking selfies is my
thing!

Please email us vour photo for our Model Watch and
Kids® Corner section at regionaltimes 10@gmail.com
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Jennifer Lopez 'distracting'
herself from marital crisis

Jennifer Lopez is trying
to stay occupied in order to
distract herself from mari-
tal woes with Ben Affleck.

The 54-year-old singer
spent Mother's Day apart
from her hushband despite
living in the same city of
Los Angeles.

As her latest film Atlas
debuted on Memonal Day
weekend and topped the
Netflix charts in 55 coun-
tries, a source now tells
PEOPLE that she's keep-
ing herself busy on pur-

pose.
"They're still living
geparately. She's back in

L A for tour rehearsals
She seems okay. She's very
focused on work,” an in-
sider spoke of her sci-fi
movie, which attracted
282 mallion views

with Big Ben Affleck

Earlier in May, sources
privy to In Touch claimed
that Ben has "moved out”
of their home.

"The writing i on the
wall - it's over. They're

headed for a divorce - and
for once, [Ben's] not to
blame!" they had claimed

The tipsters also said
that the actor, who is cur-

rently working on his new

film Accountant 2, added,
is only "focusing on his
work and kids now."

"Ben already moved out
and they'll likely have to
sell the dream house they
spent two years searching
for. They'll never stop lov-
ing each other, but she can't
contral him, and he can't
change her. There's no way

it could have lasted.” the

insider added further

Don't be desensitized to the horror endured

S
If any celebrity can be
counted upon to go the extra
mile to stand in solidanty
with Palestinians, it is super-
model Bella Hadid Ever
since October 7, Hadid has
risked her career by calling
out the ongomng atrocities
being committed in the Gaza
Strip, and has always openly
embraced the Palestinian
roots  she has inherited
through her tather.

Having recently made a
powerful statement at Cannes
by boasting a keffiyeh-in-
spired dress, Bella took to her

Instagram to pen a hearttelt,
educational note in support
of her fellow Palestiniar
“Palestine on my mind, in
blood and on my he;

. "While | still have to
20 to work, even through this
horror, to wear our culture
makes me a proud Palestin-
ian, and I want the world to
continue to see Palestine,
wherever we go.”

Shedding light on those
in the industry who have
alsoe supported the same
causes as her, Hadid high-

by Palestinians: Bella Hadid

-

2

lighted designers who have
worked consistently over the
years to promote Palestinian
art, history, and culture
Keeping in mind the Israel
air strikes in Rafah that have
resulted in yet more civilian
deaths, Hadid also pointed
her followers towards her
Instagram stories so they
could appreciate the ful
spectrum of the deadly hu-
manitarian crisis engulfing
the region.

"If you don't know what's
happening night now in
Gaza, watch my stories (and

find other accounts leading
o Palestinians  on  the
ground) and please educate
yourself on the ongoing oc-
cupation and genocide that
i happening RIGHT NOW
in Gaza," pleaded Hadid in
her caption. "Do not be de-
sensitised to the homror that
is being (,I'Idlll(.d by the
Palestiman peopl & part
of her relentless campaign to
educate her followers about
her heritage, Hadid illus-
trated how the keffiyeh has

come to symbolise Palestin-
ian advocacy.
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Naukot family protests against
police apathy after abduction
of a 15-year-old girl

By Mushahid Nohrio

NAUKOT: Tensions escalate
in Naukot as the family of a
15-year-old girl, allegedly
abducted a week ago, ac-
cuses the police of inaction
and extortion, prompting a
fervent protest against the
perceived indifference of law
enforcement authorities.

The distressing ordeal
began when Shamoon Kolhi,
a young girl, was reportedly
kidnapped from the Sonara
Otaq area, falling under the
jurisdiction of Kaloi Police
near Naukot. Despite the
family's immediate report to
the authorities, including the
detention of one suspect,
Kanji Kolhi, by Kaloi Police,
Shamoon remains missing

In a harrowing turn of
events, the family alleges that
instead of eamestly pursuing
Shamoon's recovery, the po-
lice are now demanding a
bribe for their assistance. Kr-
ishan Kolhi and Ganga Bai,
parents of the abducted gir,
expressed their anguish dur-
ing a protest, highlighting the
ordeal their family has en-

dured since Shamoon's disap-
pearance.

According to the family,
the police detained Kanji
Kolhi initially but subse-
quently relocated him to an
undisclosed location. They
accuse the Kaloi Polic
exploiting their vulnerability.
demanding money purport-
edly for fuel and other ex-
penses associated with the
search operation.

Amidst their anguish, the
family decries the deteriorat-
ing law and order situation in
Thar, expressing profound
concemn for Shamoon's safiety
in the hands of influential
kidnappers. They implore the
Senior Superintendent of Po-

lice (SSP) Tharparkar to en-
sure Shamoon's safe return
within 24 hours, failing
which they threaten to stage
a sit-in protest on the
Naukot-Mithi road, disrupt-
ing traffic as a last resort to

f amplify their gnevances.

The family's desperate
plea for justice underscores
the broader challenges faced
by m1rgma]lzed communi=
ties in accessing effective law
enforcement and protection
of their rights. As their an-
wuish reverberates through
the streets of Naukot, the ur-
wency to address their plight
and ensure Shamoon's safe
retum becomes increasingly
apparent.

Charity Doings Foundation

installs hand water pumps

in poverty-stricken areas of
Sukkur, Ghotki

By Salman Ali

SUKKUR: In a concerted ef-
fort to alleviate the water cri-
s plaguing impoverished
communities, the Charity
Doings Foundation {CDF) in
collaboration with Commu-
mity Outreach-UK has em-
barked on a mission to install
hand pumps in various union
councils of Ghotki and
Sukkur. This initiative aims
to address critical issues such
as health improvement, com-
munity sustainability, and hy-
giene enhancement

The installation of these
hand pumps signifies a ray of
hope for approximately 150
families who will directly
benefit from improved access
to clean and safe drinking
water. Speaking about the
project, Ahmad Malik, the
founder of Charity Doings
Foundation, expressed his
commitment to eradicating

water scarcity in Pakistan's
maost underserved regions

"W are dedicated to set-
ting up water pumps across
Pakistan's  impoverished
communities to put an end to
the water shortage crisis and
foster a sustainable future for
Pakistani families," stated
Ahmad Malik. He empha-
sized that the hand pumps are
strategically installed after
Tigorous water testing to en-
sure their quality and safety.

The initiative has seen the
installation of numerous
water holes and hand pumps,
strategically placed at the
heart of villages to maximize
accessibility and impact. By
providing access to clean
water, the foundation aims
not only to address immedi-
ate health concems but also
to lay the foundation for
long-term sustainable devel-
opment

Ahmad Malik highlighted

the urgent need for clean and
safe drinking water in com-
munities across Pakistan, em-
phasizing that lack of access
often leads 1o waterbome dis-
eases and adverse health out-
comes, The installation of
hand pumps in isolated areas
is expecied to coniribute sig-
nificantly 1o reducing child
mortality rates from diseases
such as diarrhea and malnu-
trition

The efforts of the Charity
Doings Foundation and
Community Outreach-UK
underscore a commitment o
humanitarianism and com-
munity welfare, striving to
uplift marginalized commu-
nities and empower them
with the basic necessity of
clean water. Through such
initiatives, these orgamiza-
tions are paving the way for
& healthier, happier, and more
prosperous future for the
people of Pakistan

Jhol Police recover a
stolen buffalo

By Mehtab Shar

THOL: In a swift and deci-
sive operation, JThol Po-
lice, under the leadership
of SHO Nabi Bux Lashari,
successfully recovered a
stolen buffalo in a targeted
raid near Jhol The buf-
falo, which had been re-
ported stolen one month
ago from Darya Khan
Marri, was found in the
possession of unidentified
individuals

Acting on actionable
intelligence, the police
team swiftly mobilized

and conducted a raid in the
vicinity of Jhol, where the
stolen buffalo was be-
lieved 10 be concealed
Despite the perpetrators
manag to evade arrest
by fleel no the scene upon
the arrival of the police,
the stolen buffalo was re-
covered intact

SHO Nabi Bux Lashari
commended the proactive
efforts of his team in
swiftly responding to the
report of the stolen buffalo
and executing a successful
raid to recover the stolen
animal. He reiterated the

commitment of Jhol Po-
lice to combat crime and
ensure the safety and secu-
rity of the community.

The recovery of the
stolen buffalo marks a sig-
nificant achievement for
law enforcement in the re-
gion, reaffirming their
dedication o upholding
justice and holding perpe-
trators of crime account-
able. The investigation
into the theft continues,
with efforts underway to
identify and apprehend
those responsible for the
crime

By Hashim Brohi

JACOBABAD: Jacobabad's
law and order situation has
deteriorated  significantly,
with incidents of robbery,
theft, and dacoity becoming
commonplace, leading citi-
zens to feel increasingly un-
safe. On Wednesday, within
the jurisdiction of Civil Lines
Police Station and just a few
steps  away from the
Madadgar Police Center, five
unidentified armed individu-
als robbed livestock traders
Jaffar Khan Talani and
Amanullah Pathan, a resident

Livestock trader
shot and injured in
Jacobabad robbery

of Peshawar, at gunpoint,
stealing 2.4 million rupees.
The armed men injured Jaf-
far Khan Talani when he re-
sisted and then fled easily.
The injured trader was taken
to Civil Hospital, where his
condition is reported to be
out of danger. Jaffar Talani
recounted that they were
heading to the livestock mar-
ket after withdrawing money
from the bank when five un-
known armed individuals in-
tercepted them on Shikarpur
Road, attempted to snatch the
money, and shot him during
his resistance before flesing

By Sajjad Ali Abbasi

MATIARI: Taking a proac-
tive stance 1o address con-
sumer concerns, Deputy
Commissioner  Matiari,
Muhammad Yousif Shaikh,
has issued an official notifi-
cation to fix prices fur Cha-
pati, Tandoori Chapati, and
Tandoori Naan in the district.

As per the notification,
the following prices have
been established: 80 grams
of Chapati for Rs 10, 120
wrams of Tandoori bread for
Rs 15, and 150 grams of
Tandoori Naan for Rs 20.
Any deviation from these
fixed rates will result in strict
penalties for violators, as
emphasized in the notifica-
lion

In an effort to ensure
compliance with these price
regulations, the public is
urged 10 report instances of
avercharging by hotel own-
ers and bread sellers to the
authorities. Legal action will
be taken against offenders

DC Muhammad
Yousif Shaikh fixes
rates of rotis in
Matiari

under the Sindh Consumer
Protection Act 2014

Deputy  Commissioner
Muhammad Yousif Shaikh
has directed Assistant Com-
missioners of Matiari, Hala,
and Sacedabad, as well as
Mukhtiarkars, Bureau of
Supply. and Price Wing offi-
cials, to diligently enforce

1husn, price controls through- i

out the district.

It is noteworthy that de-
spite recent reductions in
wheat prices, the prices of
bread in the district have re-
mained unchanged. There-
fore, these price controls
have been implemented to

safeguard the interests ufl

consumers and ensure fair
pricing practices are upheld,

The decisive action taken
by Deputy Commissioner
Muhammad Yousif Shaikh
reflects the administration’s
commitment to protecting
the rights of consumers and
promoting transparency and
accountability in  pricir
within the district

Two students faint during
HSC exams in Dhoronaro!
due to extreme heat

Government clerks rally for
acceptance of their
demands i in Nawabshah

By Samad Ayaz

NAWABSHAH: Clerks in
Nawabshah took to the
streets in a fervent protest
rally organized under the
banner of the All Pakistan
Clerks Association (APCA)
Sindh, pressing for the ac-
ceptance of their long-stand-
ing demands. Led by promi-
nent leaders including Akbar

Zardari, Arz Muhammad il >
Chandio, Amir Bakhsh allowances to 30,000 PKR.  Karachi Press Club and the
Burdi, Allah Bachayo  Furthermore, the clerks Chief Minister's House on

Qureshi, Dhani Bakhsh Mal-
lah, and Badal Shar, among
others, the rally commenced
from HM Khoja and tra-
versed designated routes be-
fore culminating at the
Nawabshah Press Club.

Amidst passionate chants
and spirited slogans, the lead-
ers articulated a comprehen-
sive charter of demands, ad-
vocating  for  substantial
improvements in the working
conditions and welfare bene-
fits of clerical stafl. Chief
among their demands was a
2004 increase in salaries,
along with a call to elevate
medical  allowances o clared their intention to stage justice and dignity in the
15,000 PKR and house rent a sit-in protest outside the workplace.
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June 10. Emphasizing the ur-
gency of their plight, they
urged authorities to heed
their legitimate grievances
and take prompt measures to
alleviate the hardships faced
by clerical staff across the
province.

The rally serves as a pow-
erful testament to the resolve
and unity of clerks in Naw;
shah, as they continue their
struggle for equitable treat-
ment and fair representation
in the workforoe. With their
sights set on meaningful re-
form, the clerks remain
steadfast in their pursuit of

urged for the regularizatios

of temporary employees. a
boost in convevance al-
lowances to 15,000 PKR, the
provision of time scales for
non-promotional posts, and
the confirmation of accounts
clerks in grade 15. They also
stressed the need for a 100%
increase in pensions and un-
derscored the importance of
directing salaries and pen-

sions of local government
employees in Sindh through
the treasury

Warning of escalated ac-
tion if their demands remain
unaddressed, the leaders de-

' PHDEC's Mango Bagging Initiative
Elevates Pakistan's Mango Industry

MULTAN: The Pakistan
Horticulture Development &
rtpﬂrl Company (PHDEC),
Vdedicated 1w enhancing the
horticulture  sector,  has
aunched the Mango Bagging
Iprogram across Sindh a
1 Punjab, presenting
1 cant commercial advantages
1 Approximately 70,000 bags
1 were distributed in Sinch and
1 80,000 in Multan among pro-
| gressive mango growers for 8
the 2024 season. This initia-
j tive, which commenced as a
I pulm praject in 2023 with
150,000 bags distributed,

Moreover, PHDEC, in from late May to September

gamered positive feedback

Vor improving fruit quality

fected students. On-site
medical personnel admimis- | and appearance. Widely prac-
tered necessary treatment 1o § ticed in mango-producing
Rabia and Alisha, who had ¥ countries, mango bagging
fainted due to the intense | enhances fruit aeqllel\cc re-
heat and humidity prevailing 1 duces pesticide dependency,
in the area 1 and shields against pests and

A doctor present at the I insects, including fruir flies,
scene confirmed that both | thereby elevating overall fruit
girls received prompt med- | quality.

By M Ismail Khilji

PITHORO: Amidst the on-
going Higher Secondary
Cenificate (HSC) examina-
tions for the eleventh and
twelfth grades in Dhoronaro,
a distressing incident oc-
curred as two  students
fainted due 1o the scorching

collaboration with the Mango
Research Institute (MRI)
Multan, organized a Mango
Seminar aimed at enhancing
mango quality, minimizing
post-harvest losses, and pro-
moting mango bagging Stan-

dard Opelanm_ Procedures dlin

(S0Ps). Mangoes, a comer-
stone of Pakistan's horticul-
ture sector, are harvested

annually. The seminar, target-
ing farmers, processors, and
exporters, aimed to enhance
their knowledge of best prac-
tices and technologies. Ex-
pens elaborated on standard
harvest, post-harvest han-
g, processing, and pack-
ing procedures, offering in-
sights to enhance industry
practices.—RT

heatwave gripping the re-
gion. The combination of
extreme heat and prolonged
power outages, particularly
during exam hours, exacer-
bared the challenging condi-
tions faced by students

The incident occurred at
the Dhoronaro exam center,
where eleventh-grade stu-
dents  Rabia  Ghulam
Mustafa and Alisha Abid
Hussain succumbed to the
oppressive heat and lack of
electricity. The absence of
adequate cooling facilities
exacerbated the discomfort
experienced by students dur-
ing the examination process.

Responding swiftly to
the situation, a team from
the Dhoronaro Rural Health

ical amention and were |
treated for fainting episodes |
induced by the harsh
weather conditions. The in-
cident underscores the ur-
gent need for adequate
measures 1o ensure the well-
being of students during ex-
amination periods, espe-

environmental circum- ! at a conference undem:med
stances such as h lthe of d
Authorities have been I the petroleum sector o over-
urged 1o take proactive steps I come hurdles in the promo-
to address the impact of I tion of il and gas industries
heatwaves on students and | in Pakistan The Ol and Gas
provide necessary support | Conference Pakistan (OGCP-
and facilities to mitigate the § 2024), organized by Energy
risk of such incidents recur-  Update in collaharation with
ring in the future. As stu-  the Ministry of Energy (Pe-
dents continue to navigate | Imleum Division) and the Oil

i e

the academic challenges § and Gas Regulatory Author-

sed by examinations, en- {OGRA). senedasaplat
suring g their safety and com-
fort remains paramount

Center rushed to the exam
center to provide immediate
medical assistance to the af-

form for discussions on in-

1 dustry and
! opportunities
I Chairman of OGRA,
I Masroor Khan, highlighted
I the regulatory support pro-
1 vided to the industry and em-
1 phasized the need to elimi-

prehending the perpetrators | nate illegal petrol stations
responsible for the brazen at- | while expanding LNG infra-

Hand grenade lobbed at
ASP's office in Larkana

By Saleem Scomro

Deputy Mayor Warns K-Electric
Over Its Conduct

KARACHI: Deputy Mayor
Karachi Salman Abdullah
Vlumd |5-1|cd astern warning

company’s conduct
Speaking at a press con-
ference held at the Kara
Metropolitan Corporatio
headquarters, Murad, accom-
panied by PPP's Dil Muham-
mad and Jumman Darwan,
condernned K-Electric’s unan-
nounced load shedding and
outstanding dues to the water
board. He criticized the priva-
fization of K-Electric, sup-
ported by previous adminis-
trations, and d

1 LARKANA: Panic gripped
jthe city of Larkana as an
1 inidentified assailant hurled
1 @ hand grenade outside the
ASP office within the juris-
diction of Shaheed Abdul

tack. SSP Larkana, Rohail j structure. Former Prime Min-
Khoso, assured the public y ister Shahid Khagan Abbasi
that the investigation is being , urged decisive action to ad-
pursued with utmost dili- | dress energy crises, empha-
gence, utilizing advanced | sizing the importance of
forensic techniques, CCTV | deregulation  for  sector

protests, invoking the pupular

over politics. Murad pledger

public dnwﬂ-fd.&.tlun with the
utility’s actions.

Murad cautioned that if K-
Electric's behavior persists,
citizens may resort to street

slogan "D
lander.”

ment under Chalrman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari's leadership,
stressing the need for service

across party lines

s for Karachi's betterment, cit

ing PPP's legacy of non-dis
criminatory public service and
its contributions to national
democracy, —RT/Agency

I Malik Bhutto Police Station. footage analysis, geo-fenc-

1Speakers Advocate For Overcoming
Obstacles In Oil And Gas Sector
! Development

cially amidst chal]ent-lnu' SLAMABAD: Participanis |

growth. Chairman of Associ-
ated Group, Igbal Z Ahmed,
called for bureaucratic hur-
dles to be addressed, advo-
cating for local LPG produc-
tion. MD of Attock Refinery
Limited, Adil Khattak, em-
phasized the importance of
curbing oil smuggling and in-
wvesting in refinery upgrades.
Muhammad Naeem Qureshi,
Chairman of the Organizing
Committee, outlined the con-
ference's focus on showcas-
ing Pakistan's energy poten-

tial and exploring strategies
for enhancing energy secu-
rity and investment opportu-
nities. The event featured dis-
cussions on exploration and
production strategies, renew-
able energy integration, reg-
ulatory frameworks, and
technological advancements.
Speakers stressed the impor-
tance of collaboration be-
tween stakeholders and inno-
wvative decision-making to
drive progress in the energy
sector—RT

The sudden explosion sent ing, and other modem inves-
tigative tools. He reiterated
: the commitment of Larkana
- police to ensure the safety
and security of the citizens.
- Thankfully, there were no re-
ported casualties or signifi-
cant damage resulting from
the blast. SSP Khoso reiter-
ated the resolve of law en-  tinguished Award 2024 by
forcement agencies to thwart § the Asian Productivity Or-
any attempts to disrupt peace § gamisation (APO)

and stability in Larkana, ;  The award was presented
vowing to bring the culprits ; during the 66th Session of
to justice swiftly. As the in- | the APO Goveming Body in
vestigation progr s, the | recognition of his outstand-
incident serves as a stark re- ©ing contributions to produc-
minder of the need for con- | tivity in socio-economic de-
tinued vigilance and collabo- pment through policy,
rative efforts to combat | strategic thinking, leader-
criminal elements and safe- | ship, and management
guard the well-being of the I In his acceptance ad-
community. 1 dress, Prof Igbal expressed

HSLAMABAD:  Planning
I Minister Ahsan Igbal has
Ibeen honoured with the

| mary objective was to secure
1 the site, gather crucial evi-
den nd launch a thorough
tigation into the inci-
In response to the
larming situation, DIG
Larkana promptly inter-
ed, ordering SSP Larkana

o furnish a detailed report on
the incident. The directive
¥ emphasized the imperative of
I swaltly identifying and ap-

1 APO Meritorious and Dis- §

his gratitude to the APO,
emphasising  the signifi-
cance of this honour for
himself and the people of
Pakistan. He highlighted the
critical juncture at which the
entering the

waorld stand:
Fourth Industrial Revolu-

Ahsan Receives APO Meritorious And
Dlstmgulshed Award 2024

tion. Igbal highlighted that
productivity is now at the
tipping point of a new
leapfrog, presenting both
opportunities  and  chal-
lenges, particularly for de-
veloping countries like Pak-
istan.—RT/Agency
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Benazir Hari Card To Enable
Banking Transactions And
Subsidy Access Via ATMs: Murad

KARACHL: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah announced the launch
of the Benazir Hari Card,
aimed at benefiting farmers

through various government ||

programs and ensuring trans-
parent implementation of in-
terventions.

Presiding over a mesting
with the agriculture depart-
ment, Shah emphasized the
card's role in supporting agri-
cultural development, a key
component of the national
economy. The meeting in
cluded Agriculture Minister
Mohammad Bux Mahar,
Secretary Agriculture Rafig
Buriro, Secretary Finance
Fayaz Jatoi, and other offi-
cials.

The Benazir Hari Card
will enable farmers to access
banking services such as de-
posits, withdrawals, balance
checks, and transfers, as well
as govemment subsidies via
ATMs. All agricultural land-
holders, regardless of land-
holding size, are eligible. Ini-
tially, cards will be issued to
aver 150,000 verified farm-
ers under the Wheat Seed
Cash Reimbursement Pro-
gram, with eligibility verified
by the revenue department

Farmers owning land

ly must provide a No
Objection  Affidavit from
other owners to register.
Those with multiple land-
holdings will receive one
card reflecting their total

landholding. The Agriculture A

Department will collaborate
with top technology firms to
develop the necessary soft-
ware and digital infrastruc-
ture, supported by the Sindh
‘Water and Agriculture Trans-
formation Project (SWAT)
and the World Bank

A robust 1T-based system
will manage the Benazir Hari
Card registration, involving
the Revenue and Agriculture
departments, banks, and ben-
eficiaries. The Revenue De-
partment will upload re-
quired documents to the
Agriculture  Department’s

web/app, while joint teams
will geo-tag farms and verify
data

The Agriculture Depart-
ment will collect informa-
tion from landholders, and
s s 1stan
Commissioners/Deputy Di-
rectors will authenticate and
randomly check entries. Ver-
ified data will be sent to a
partner bank for NADRA
verification, and the bank
will issue the cards, which
will be distributed to farmers
at the taluka level.

Shah directed the Agri-
culture Department to expe-
dite this process to ensure
timely support for farmers,
enhancing the overall effi-
ciency and transparency of
agricultural interventions in
Sindh.—

KATI Raises Alarm
Over IMF's Trade Deficit

KARACHI: The Korangi As-
sociation of Trade and Indus-
try (KATI) President Johar
Qandhari has expressed deep
concem over the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund's
(IMF) forecast that the trade
deficit will exceed $27 bil-
lion in the coming financial
vear, Qandhari attributes the
widening trade deficit to in-
creased production costs, the
highest interest rates in the
region, and stagnant export
growth

Crandhari emphasized the
difficult conditions faced by
ustrialists, noting that the
h cost of deing business is
hampering industrial growth
He called for the government
to swiftly implement an eco-
nomic policy that includes
reducing the interest rate to
single digits. "The sky-high

Forecast

-\

prices of elec
need to be br
promote industrialization, set
up new industries, eliminate
unemployment, and acceler-
ate economic aclivities," he
said.

The KATI President also
urged the govemment to de-
velop a long-term economic

ty and gas
ught down to

n consultation with
ists. He stressed
that reducing energy and
production costs is crugial o
boosting exports immedi-
ately, Additionally, Qandhari
advocated for measures 1o
control imports and reduce
dependence  on  foreign
goods by increasing duties
on unnecessary and luxury
items

Qandhari remains opti-
mistic that, with the right
policies developed in collab-
oration with the industrial
sector, the government can
achieve results that contra-
dict the TMF's grim projec-
tions. "If the govemment for-
mulates  a  pelicy in
consultation with industrial-
ists, we can see oulcomes
that defy the IMF's esti-
mates,” he concluded —|

BISP Sindh Disburses Rs
633.979 Million To 60,379
Deserving Women

By Rahib Gaho

KARACHI: The Benazir In-
come Support  Program
(BISP) Sindh has disbursed
Rs 633.979 million to 60,379
deserving women in eight
districts  of the Sindh
province under the Benazir
Kafalat program. The first
phase of the program covers
seven districts of Karachi Di-
vision and Hyderabad

The BISP administration
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BISP

ensured transparent and effi-
cient disbursements without
any deductions through camp
sites set up in the respective
districts.  "The Benazir
Kafalat program empowers
women and supports low-in-
come families," said Director
General BISP Sindh, Zulfigar
Ali Sheikh. "We ensure fair
and transparent disburse-
ments, and deserving women
receive their due stipend
without any hassle.”

Actotal of 228 755 deserv-
ing families in Karachi and
Hyderabad received their
quarterly financial assistance
of Rs 10,500 each, along
with  their  educational
stipends, under the fourth
quarter of the fiscal year
202324 The BISP adminis-
tration established 34 camp
sites in eight districts of
Sindh, providing transparent
and convenient dishurse-
ments. Basic facilities, in-

cluding clean drinking water,
seating arrangements, and
shade, were available at all
camp sites

To address grievances or
complaints, the BISP admin-
istration constituted a task
force and established a com-
plaint cell at the Central
Zone office in Karachi. Ben-
eficiaries can also contact
the BISP official free
helpline number at 0800-
26477 for assistance.

Two Senior Karachi Police Officials
Acquitted In Robbery Case

KARACHL:
district and sessions judge
acquitted SSP Imran Qureshi,
DSP Tarig Bajari and other
accused on Wednesday in a
case pertaining to an alleged
robbery in Karachi's Orangi
Town.

The court acquitted SS5P
Imran Qureshi, DSP Tariq
Bajani and other accused
while accepting their acquit-
fal plea.

During the hearing, the
prosecution did not identify
the accused as responsible
and stated that they were not
mvolved in the incident. The
prosecution also failed to
provide any evidence to
prove otherw

The plaintiff filed a no-
objection on the acquittal
plea. Lawyer Amir Qureshi

An additional §

stated that the plaintiff had
asked in writing not to pros-
48

case was registered against
the accused in Pirabad police
station. They were accused of
robbing arcund Rsl5 million
from the house of a citizen
named Shakirullah.

Earlier in  December

2023, the two officers were

declared mnocent in the in-
terim challan of the ¢ n-
volving alleged robbery by
police personn: the house
of a businessman in Orangi
Town

According to the interim
challan, no evidence could be
found against SSP Imran
Qureshi and other accused in
the case —RT/Agency

BSEK: Matric And Ninth
Grade Exams Postponed
On May 28 Rescheduled

For First Week Of June

KARAC
Secondary Education
Karachi (BSEK) has an-
nounced that the May 28
postponed exams will now
take place on Sunday (June

2).
The federal government
declared May 28 a national

heliday on the occasion of

Youm-g-Takbeer, the day
when Pakistan conducted
successful nuclear tests in the
hills of Chaghai in 1998,

In a statement issued on
Wednesday, a spokesperson
for the education board said
that since the intermediate’s
annual examinations would

: The Boald of

also be taking place simulta-
neously, the delayed papers
would be taken at the same
examination centres.

The communique stated
that in the moming shift, the
ninth class {3cience Group)
will give their Urdu Normal
Course, Sindhi  Normal
Course (Compulsory), Geog-
raphy of Pakistan Paper- I,
and English Literature in lieu
of Urdu.

It added that matric class
(General Group) students, in
the evening shift, will give
their Arabic, Persian, and
Household  Accounts  pa-
pers—RT/Agency

K-Electric Has Overbilled
20 Billion Rupees In 10
Years: Nasir Shah

KARACHI: Provincial Min-
ister of Energy and Planning,

Syed Nasir Hussain Shah, re- |

vealed significant overbilling
by K-Electric amounting to

20 billion rupees over the |

past ten years in government
institutions. He noted that de-
spite receiving billions of ru-
pees for the installation of
smart meters to prevent over-

billing, K-Electric has not vet g

installed these meters in gov-
emment institutions.

Speaking to members of
the Council of Economic and
Energy Journalists (CEEJ}in
his office on Wednesday
evening, Syed Nasir Hussain
Shah highlighted the trans-
parency achieved through the
mstallation of smart meters
by SEPCO and HESCO
which provide real-time data
to the govemment. The meet-
ing was attended by Provin-
cial Minister Saeed Ghani,
the Energy Secretary, and
other officials

Syed Nasir Hussain Shah
expressed concerns over K-
Electric's failure to submit
Metering Units (MUs) 1o the
Sindh government but indi-

cated that progress is ex-
pected scon. He emphasized
the dire situation of over-
billing in govemment institu-
tions and questioned the im-
plications  for citizens,
announcing that the govern-
ment will form a joint com-

. mittee to protect Karachi's

residents from K-Electric's
overbilling practices. This
initiative aligns with the di-
rectives of Pakistan People's
Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto.

Addressing a query, he
mentioned the disparity in
coal power tanffs, with Thar-
coal at 5.50 rupees compared
to other coal power plants at

15 rupees. He also discussed
the province's 5736 ongoing
schemes, stating that efforts
are underway to allocate
more funds in the new
budget to ensure the comple-
tion of 4800 schemes.

Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah has di-
rected K-Electric, SEPCO,
and HESCO to develop
mechanisms to reduce bills
and load shedding. Addition-
ally, the government plans to
provide 200,000 solar panels
to the province's residents,
with an 80% subsidy from
the Sindh government and a
20% contribution from the
public—RT

Sharjeel
Imran

Objectives

KARACHI: Sindh Informa-
tion Minister Sharjeel Tnam
Memon expressed concerns
about Tmran Khan's ohjec-
tives, alleging that the PTI
founding chairman's actions
the couniry's best

. Memon accused
Imran Khan of conspiring
against Pakistan, claiming
that his recent social media
activity, allegedly operated
from Adiala jail, posed a
threat 1o national umty. Re-
ferring 1o a controversial post

Criticizes
Khan's

equating Imran Khan with
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
Memon questioned the PTI's
response and accused them
of confusion

He further criticized
: policies, al-
leging favon and fina
cial mismanagement duri
his tenure. Memon under-
scored the need for ac-
countability and
against compromis
tional interests for political
gain.—RT

Governing Body Members
MPA Sadia Javed And
MPA Rukhsana Parveen
Praise NICVD’s Free
Services During Visit

-
KARACHI: The National
In te of Cardiovascular
Diseases (NICVD) was
honored to welcome es-
teemed members of its
Governing Body, Ms
Sadia Javed (MP-\) and
Ms. Rukhsana Parveen
{MPA), for a comprehen-
sive visit today.
Profeszor Tahir Saghir,
Executive Directo
NICVD, provided a de-
tailed briefing on the hos-
pital's operations, empha-
sizing the institute's
commitment to providing
free cardiovascular health-
care to all segments of so-
During the briefing,
Pro or Saghir high-
lighted NICVD's pioneer-
ing initiati and the
state-of-the-art treatments
available to patients
Following the briefing,
Ms. Sadia Javed and M
Rukhsana Parveen toured
wvarious departments of the
hospital. They were par-
ticularly impressed by the
advanced technology and
the efficiency of the med-
ical staff. The visit in-
cluded ongoing projects
aimed at further enhancing

NICVINs services.
Both Ms. Javed and

Ms. Parveen expressed

of

the quality and reach of

their admiration for the
exemplary services pro-
vided by NICVD. They
commended the institu-
tion's unwavering dedica-
tion to patient care, partic-
ularly noting the
significance of offering
free medical services in
improving public health
outcomes.
"NICVD's commitment
ing high-quality,
free cardiovascular care is
commendable. The impact

be associated with such a
remarkable institution,”
stated Ms. Sadia Javed.

Ms. Rukhsana Parveen
added, "The ongoing proj-
ects and the dedication of
the staff are truly inspir-
ing. NICVD sets a bench-
mark in healthcare serv-
ices, ensuring that
everyone has access to the
best possible treatments
regardless of their finan-
cial status.”

The wvisit concluded
with a renewed commit-
ment from the governing
body members to support
NICVD's mission and vi-
sion, ensuring that it con-
tinues to lead in cardio-
vascular care and

|| vener Shujaat

innovation —RT

FPCCI’s Standing Committee
On PR & Communications
Convenes At Federatmn House

KARACHL  The
Standing Committee for Pub-
lic Relations and Communi-
cations (2024-25) held its in-
augural meeting at
Federation House, Karachi.
Key attendees included Con-
Ali Baig;
Deputy Convener and Head
of Marketing Ausaf’ Group,
Turab Shah; Committee Sec-
retary and Semm Director of
Communications, Insights &
Innovations at K-Electric,
Imran Rana; along with rep-
resentatives from J$ Bank,
SSGC, PIA, Profit & Pak-
istan Today, Union Microfi-
nance Bank, Star Marketing,
and senior representatives 1o
the FPCCI President
Convener Shujaat  Ali
Baig emphasized the impor-
tance of public relations in
connecting FPCCI with its
keholders. The o

FPCCI &

planning for national ho
days and events, forming
sub-committees, engagement
strategies, invitation proto-
cols, committee roles, re-
gional expansion, future
plans, events calendar, activ-
ities, and a membership
drive

The ¢ resolved

committed (o SEIVINg as a
bridge between the media,
stakeholders, and FPCCT 10
address issues and maintain a
positive public image

Key discussions included

to  celebrate i ficant
events, plan enga; activi-
ties, and strengthen stake-
holder relationships. Imran
Rana was confirmed as the
committeg secretary, and a

sub-committee led by Hasan
Saced was established to fi-
nalize plans for 2024 and
2025 activities

The meeting concluded
with a strategic plan to ex-
tend FPCCT activities beyond
Karachi, highlighting re-
gional business potential,
particularly under the CPEC
initiative.

The committee also
plans to invite key figures o
discuss economic opportuni-
ties and business chal-
lenges.—R1

Murad Urges Swift Issuance
Of Benazir Mazdoor Cards
For Workers

KARACHI: Sindh Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali
Shah has directed the Sindh
Employees' Social Security
Institution (SESSI) 1o expe-
dite issuing Benazir Mazdoor
Cards 10 provide additional
support and incentives to
workers.

During a meeting at-
tended by Labour Minister
Shahid Thahim, Secretary Fi-

nance Fayaz Jatoi, Secretary |

Labour Hafeez Abbasi, Com-
missioner SESSI Saleem
Khuhro, and other officials,
Shah emphasized the need to
enhance workers' welfare as
per PPP Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari's vision. This
includes health benefits, edu-
cational grants, marriage as-
sistance, and small business

=3

ans

The CM highlighted the
importance of quick card is-
suance, noting that delays de-
prive workers of their enti-
tled benefits. With
approximately 800,000

workers in the province,
SESSI has partnered with
NADRA to issue 625,000
cards in the first phase. So
far, 150,000 cards have been
issued, with an additional
250,000 expected by the end
of June

Shah instructed the
Labour Department to col-
laborate with NADRA to en-
sure timely card distribution.
He also directed the SESSI
Commissioner to accelerate
worker registration and data
development, utilizing 54

fully functional rel,lslralmn
sites Biometric \enﬁcalmn
of dependents is b

ducted at SESSI ]1ea|thmre
facilities, and NADRA i
SUpporting capacity: building
workshops and providing
hardware for new reg;

sites

The CM stressed that
worker data should be
based on CNIC numbers to
streamline and integrate all
related information for the
Benazir Mazdoor Card pro-
gram.—RT

mieeting held at Kingri House—Phote by Saced Lashari
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Finance Ministry Claims Economy
Poised For Moderate Recovery

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry
of Finance has painted a pos-
itive picture of the economy.
highlighting that key indica-
tors demonstrating stability
in the real, fiscal, and exter-
nal sectors.

In its Monthly Economic
Update and Outlook report
for May 2024, the finance
ministry’s Economic Ad-
viser's Wing noted that signs
of economic stability were
becoming more evident as
the country approached the
end of the outgoing fiscal
vear.

“As the fiscal year is
about to end, the economic
indicators demonstrate the
strengthening of stability in
the real, fiscal and external
sectors,” according to the re-
port released on Wednesday.

According to the report,
GDP growth is elevating
while inflation rates are on a
decline with a positive pri-
mary balance, reflecting the
effectiveness of recent fiscal
consolidation efforts,

The economic perform-
ance also indicates that agri-
culture has been a major con-
tributor to this fiscal year's
CCONOMIC UPSWINg, register-
ing a growth of 6.25%. The
agriculture sector’s recovery

is mainly attributed to gov-
emment initiatives through
improved input supply and
increased credit disburse-
ment to farmers.

Large Scale Manufactur-
ing (LSM) growth in 2024
Cuuarter 3, became positive
and is expected to remain
moderately positive on aver-
age throughout the second
half of the current fiscal year.

It witnessed a minor de-
cline of 0.1% during July-
March FY 2024 against the
contraction of 7.0% same pe-
riod last year. During this pe-
riod, 11 to 22 sectors wit-
nessed positive growth.

The Consumer Price
Index (CPIy inflation stood at
17.3% on a year-on-year
basis in April 2024 as com-
pared to 36.4% in April
2023. The major drivers in-

clude housing, water elec-
tricity, gas & fuel, perishable
food items, furmishing &
household equipment main-
tenance, clothing, footwear
and transport.
Om the fiscal front, during
July to March FY24, the rev-
enue growth outpaced the
growth in  expenditures.
Within revenues, both tax
and non-tax collection grew
significantly by 29.3% and
0.7, respectively.
Moreover, measures 1o
control non-mark-up :D\,I'Id'

current account for FY2024
(July-April) narrowed down
significantly, recording a
deficit of $0.2 billion com-
pared to last year's $3.9 bil-
lion, primarily due to an im-

i proved trade balance.

In April 2024, the current
account  surplus  was
recorded at 549] million, an

in March 2024, Year-on-year,
exports in April 2024 in-
creased by 23.4% to $2.6 bil-
lion, fueled by eased import
restrictions that enhanced the
supply chain for export in-
dustries

In the same period, im-
ports also rose by 22.8% to
$4.4 billion. The trade deficit
for April 2024 was recorded
at $1.8 billion.

Furthermore, the FDI
witnessed an increase of
39.1% and reached $358.8
million in April 2024, as
against an inflow of $258.0
million last month

The remi

ing helped in imp the
primary surplus to Rs1615.4
billion (1.5% of GDP) from
Rs503.8 billion (0.6% of
GDF) last vear. While, the
overall fiscal deficit re-
mained at 3.7% of GDF. the
same as recorded last year.
On the external front, the

in April
2024 were encouraging, as
they increased on a year-on-
vear basis by 27.9% to $2.8
ion.

O the back of a persist-
ent policy rate at 22%, dur-
ing Ist July — 03rd May,
FY 2024 money supply (M2)

shows a growth of 7.1% (Rs
2,229.8 billion) as compared
ta 7.0% growth (Rs1,943.4
hillion) in last year

Although the signs of a
moderate economic recovery
are evident. But to sustain
this positive momentuni, the
palicy efforts and reforms to
raise productivity, and com-
petitiveness are imperative.

In  Jul-Apr FY2024,
workers’ remittances
recorded at $23.8 billion
($23.0 billion Iast year), in=
creased by 3.5%

YoY remlttances in-
creased by 27.9% in April
2024 ($2.8 billion) as com-
pared to April 2023 ($2.2
lion). However, MoM remit-
tances declined by 4.8% as
compared to March 2024
(3.0 billion) mainly owing
to post Eid factors.

Pakistan’s total liquid for-
eign exchange reserves in-
creased to $14.3 billion on
May 24, 2024, with SBP’s
reserves stood at 391 billion
and commercial banks’ re-
serves remained at $5.2 bil-
lion

“Going  forward,  the
economy will gain momen-
tum in the coming months of
this fiscal year.” the report
added —RT/Agency

Verdict Delayed In Iddat Case
As Judge Requests Transfer Of
Appeals To Another Court

ISLAMABAD In a dramatic
turn of events, the sessions
Judge hearing the Tddat case
sought its transfer 1o another
court on Monday without an-
nouncing the reserved judg-
ment many thought would
overtum the incarcerated pre-
mier Imran Khan and his
wife Bushra Bibi’s convic-
tion

Judge Shahrukh Aru-
mand left the courtroom after
complainant Khawar Maneka
expressed no confidence in
him. The cc made

emotional arguments after
asking the court to grant him
10 minutes to speak

Shortly after, the judge
wrote 1o the Tslamabad High
Court (THC) requesting it 1o
fix the case for hearing in
some other court.

Judge Arjumand wrote in
the lenter “Though earlier ap-
plication of complainants has
already been dismissed in
this regard on April 30, 2024,
bur I think it wall not be ap-
propriate to decide the lis
when specific objection has
been raised on the Presiding
Officer.”

It added * As arguments at
length were heard in the mat-
ter, therefare, it is humbly
submitted to wansfer the ap-

peals o any other court of

competent jurisdiction.”

“It is further submitted
thar complainant and his
counsel always tried w frus-
trate and delay the proceed-
ings on one pretext or other,
therefore, time frame may be
fixed for disposal of ap-
peals,” the judge wrote

As the hearing com-
menced, an hour later than

scheduled, Maneka appeared
before the court along with
his counsel Rizwan Abbasi

The judge observed that
prosecutor Abbasi was yet to
present arguments on 1wo
poimts, following which he
stepped onto the dais. How-
ever, Maneka requested the
court for some time 10 pres-
ent his arguments, At this, the
judge asked him to let his
counsel speak first. “My
lawyer will not be able to ex-
plain my suffering. 1 will
speak  myself,”  replied
Maneka.

At this point, Bushra
Bibi's counsel Usman Gill
urged the court to issue con-
tempt notices o Maneka for
interrupting court proceed-
ings

Maneka asked for 10
minutes of speaking time,
saying he belonged 10 a vil-
lage and that rumors were
being spread about him and
his daughter's divorce every
day. “Fake divoroe letters are
being made and spread on
social media,” the com-
plainant maintained

Maneka's  interruption

irked the PTI counsels who
Lot into a heated argument
with the former. Judge Arju-
mand then intervened asking
the lawyers if they wanted 1o
create scene.

“Today, respect is being
demanded for a person who
has served as the former pre-
mier. Why not grant a poor
man the same respect too?"
asked Maneka as he com-
pared himself to Imran.

“1 am being threatened.
Listen to this poor man. |
don't believe in this court 1
only believe in the Almighty.
Think of me as a poor per-
son, and realize what my
family has suffered M
house has been demm_\,ed,
he lamented

He then asked the judge
0 not make a decision, alleg-
ing that he appeared 1o have
been “influenced”

Judge Arjumand  re-
marked that it was not possi-
ble for him to transfer the
case at this stage. However,
he observed that any decision
he now makes would be con-
troversial. The judge then left
the courtroom —RT/Agency

THC Restricts Telcos From Recording
Calls And Data For Survelllance

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
ahad High Court (THC) in an
order on the audio leaks case
restrained on Wednesday
telecom companies from
recording phone calls and
data for surveillance pur-
05es.

Justice Babar Sattar heard

the petitions of former first
lady Bushra Bibi and former
chief justice Sagib Nisar's
son against their respective
audio leaks.
The court demanded clar-
regarding the law author-
izing the Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (FTA)
fo carry out surveillance ac-
tivities.

Additional Attorney Gen-
eral Munnawar Igbal replied,
“It is being done under a
legal framework.”

Justice Babar Sattar re-
marked “under which law are
vou recording  peoples”
calls”, asking the AAG to in-
form the court officially.
“Who has given the permis-
sion; whe has given the au-
thority to record calls?” the
Judge said.

“You earlier told the court
no one was authorized to tap
phone calls. If you back
down from this position now
there will be consequences.
The law says that the federal
government can authorize
this, but according to vou it
was not authorized,” he

&

dded.

The AAG clarified that
his earlier reply was only to
the extent of the audio leaks
involving the petitioners.

Responding to the AAG's
clarification, Justice Babar
remarked that things would
not progress if the federal
government "lies in court”,
He said various institutions
and offices, including the
Prime Minist ffice. have
submitted their responses in
court, They maintain that no

one has been permitted to
cﬂl’l’}' out legal interception
"If the authority to conduct
surveillance  has  been
granted, tell us where and
how;” the judge remarked.

At this, the AAG stated
that rules should be made in
this matter if none exist.

The judge questioned
who would make the rules,
and also asked who would
notify the institutions about
the rules. He further asked if
any secret recording has been
made till now after seeking
permission from the courts

“Under the law, every six
months one's permit for such

secret recording will be re-

viewed, has any such review
committee been formed to
date?”

Justice Babar questioned
AAG whether the phone
recording without judicial

permission was also punish-
ahlt. “Did the PTA's license
mention these conditions or
has the FTA given a policy in
this regard? Has this law
been followed in the last one
year or not?” —RT/Agency

Court Halts Fake
Bank Accounts
Case Against
President Zardari

KARACHI A banking court
on Wednesday put the fake
bank accounts case against
President Asif Ali Zardari on
backburner after an immu-
nity plea from his counsel,
media reported

The banking court judge
said that the case could not
be heard against President
Zardari owing to the presi-
dential immunity.

The court also granted a
plea of Faryal Talpur for ex-
emption from appearing in
the court.

The banking court ad-
Jjourned further hearing of the
case until June 09.

Advocate Muhammad
Waqas, an associare of senior

lawyer Farooq H. Naik, filed
two applications before the
court on behall of their
clients in a previous hearing,
pleading that Asif Ali Zardan
has been elected president
He submitted that Article
248 (2) of the Constitution
safeguarded the president
from legal proceedings in
court during his term of of-
fice and claimed the presi-
dential immunity and asked
the banking court to halt the
criminal proceeding against
him in fake bank accounts
case. While in another appli-
cation, his sister Faryal
Talpur sought exemption
from the court appearance
for one day gency

PML-N

Decides

To Provide Relief
To Masses In
Upcoming Budget

- e
LAHORE: The Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) led government
has decided to give m
mum relief to the masses in
the upcoming budget.

A three-hour long meet-
ing was held at Jati Umra
with  PML-N  President
Nawaz Sharif and Prim
Minister Shehbaz Sharif in
the chair to finalise the
budget proposals in the wake
wiling inflation in the

The party leadership was
briefed over the three-point
agenda during the meeting.

The meeting was also at-
tended by Deputy Prime
Minister Ishag Dar, Foreign
Minister Muhammad Au-
rangzeh, Petroleum Minsiter
Dr Musadig Malik, Energy
Minister  Sardar  Awais
Laghari, Industries Minister

Rana Tanveer and Informa-

i~ Perv

Punjab

Maryam Nawaz, Senator
Rasheed and con-
cemed federal and provincial
secretaries were also present
in the meeting,.
According to sources,
sugestions were given dur-
ing the marathon meeting to
provide maximum relief to
the people in the budget.

¢ federal ministers and
concerned secretaries briefed
the participants about the
possible relief which can be
given fo the masses in the
budget. Meanwhile, Punjab
CM Maryam Nawaz vowed
to provide relief to the people
by the provincial govern-
ment. The former three-time
T Nawaz Shanf

prime min
also gave directions to the of-

ficials on the basis of his vas
political and administrative

experience —RT/Agency

PTI Urges CJP Isa And CEC
To Investigate Nawaz's
Election As PML-N President

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has
called on Chief Justice of
Pakistan {CIP) Qazi Faez Isa
and Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Sikandar Sul-
tan Raja to look into Nawaz
Sharif's election as Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) president, media
reported on Wednesday.

"The election commission
and the supreme court should
take notice of the unopposed
election of the fugitive and
analyse it on the same crite-
ria on which the fair elections
of the PTI were tested." the
PTI spokesperson said.

"The nation is watching
every role sitting on the state
thrones very carefully and
will deal with those who de-
viate from the Constitution
and the law." he added

The former ruling party's
remarks come as Nawaz, a
three-time former prime min-
ister, was elected as the
PML-N President "unop-
posed” — six vears after a
court ruling had removed
him from office.

Nawaz had lost the prime
minister's effice in 2017 and
the presidency of his party in
2018, as a result of the
Panama Papers ruling.

However, he was elected
as the party president today
once again as no other party
leader submitted their nomi-

nation papers against the
pam' supremo for the top

-
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PTI s objections refer to
its own woes with the intra-
party elections that were
scrutinised by the ECP and
eventually led to the party
losing its "bat" electoral sym-
bol before the February 8
olls.

The party then held its
intra-party  elections on
March 3 which too have been
challenged with the ECP rais-
ing questions over the current
“status" of the former ruling
party after losing "its organi-
sational structure on lapsing
of 5 wears" Terming the
PML-N as "nothing more
than the personal estate of the
Sharifs and the inheritance
for their young children." the
PTI spokesperson rebuked
the "venomous propaganda”
against its  incarcerated
founder Imran Khan stress-
ing that the former premier

=

and party  were
"guardians of national inter-
ests and would fight against
the corrupt and oppressive
regime until the end".

The spokesperson further
rejected the PML-N state-
ments May 28 “Youm-e-Tak-
beer" celebration as "absurd”
stressing that the govemment
wis attempting to use the na-
tional atomic program for
their political gains and using
public  funds to that
effiect. Underscoring that Pak-
istan's nuclear program was a
wreat national asset which
was acquired by the nation
by “cutting its belly.” he
lauded the scientists for mak-
ing the country a nuclear
power and stressed that the
program was materialised
owing to the competent,
hardworking and intelligent
patriotic scientists under
the unwavering leadership
of Dr Abdul Qadeer
Khan —RT/Agency

Poet Ahmed Farhad In AJK
Police’s Custody: AGP
Informs IHC |
AT
Islamabad High

ISLAMABATD: The Attor-
ney General for Pakistan,
Mansoor Usman  Awan,
Wednesday informed the Is-
lamabad High Court regard-
ing the whereabouts of miss-
Kashmiri poet Ahmed
Farhad

According to the AGP,
the poet has been "arrested
and currently in police cus-
tody” in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir. The AGP revealed
the information during the
hearing of a petition seeking
the recavery of the poet

Urooj Zainab, Farhad's
wife who moved THC on
May 15, sought her hus-
band's recovery and re-
quested the court 1 identify,
investigate, and prosecute
those responsible for his dis-
appearance.

The plea is being heard
by Justice Mohsin Akhtar
Kayani, while human rights
lawyer Iman Mazari is repre-
senting Zainab in the case

A report by the DhirKot
Kashmir police station was
also presented before the
court

In conversation with
journalists outside the THC,
Federal Law Minister Azam

Court

i
Nazeer Tarar said the police
is investigating the Kashmiri
poet’s case

“Ahmad Farhad is in
Azad Kashmir, | assisted on
constitutional marters as a ju-
dicial assistant,” he said, ex-
plaining his presence at the
court today

Farhad, known for his de-
fiant prose, was allegedly ab-
ducted from his house on

May 14
During the hearing of the

case on May 21, AGP Awan
assured the court about res-
cuing and recovering the
poet following the IHC or-
ders

"[We] will do whatever it
takes [We] will rescue and
recover [Farhad]," the AGP
said while addressing the

THC judge and taking the re-
sponsibility to look into the
matles,

During the hearing, Jus-
tice Kayani ordered the AGP
1o ensure that “no one gets
picked up from Islamabad"

"If a person does not get
recovered, it will be a failure
of the state,” the judge said

Responding 1o the re-
mark, AGP Awan asked for
time 1o ensure the poet's re-
covery.

Meanwhile, the peti-
tioner's lawyer asked the
AGP 1o share the progress on
recovery made in the last six
days

"If the agencies don't
have him [Farhad] then he
can be traced at least,” she
argued —RT/Agency

Shehbaz Commends Buddhist
Scholars For Promoting
Interfaith Iiarmon__y_

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has
said Pakistan is proud of its
ancient Buddhist heritage
which flourished in the
northwest Pakistan in the
shape of Gandhara art and
culture, over two thousand
years ago

He was talking to a del-
egation of Buddhist leaders,
who called on him in Islam-
abad on Wednesday.

Welcoming the delega-
tion, he expressed his grati-
tude for their participation
in the Symposium, being
held in Pakistan in connec-
tion with the "Vesak Day'
that commemorates  the
birth, enlightenment and
passing away of Lord Bud-
dha.

The prime minister un-
derscored the importance
that his government at-
tached to interfaith har-
mony. He also acknowl-
edged the wvaluable
contributions of the Bud-
dhist scholars and monks to
the promotion of interfaith
harmony and understand-
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The Buddhist leaders ap-
preciated the prime minis-
ter's commitment to foster-
ing a culture of inclusivity

and respect for all religions.

hey also commended
Pakistan's efforts to pre-
serve and promote its Bud-
dhist heritage sites and cul-
tural artifacts. The
delegation members
showed their keen desire to
collaborate with Pakistan in
preserving and promoting
Buddhist heritage in Pak-
istan. During the meeting,
the prime minister and the
delegation discussed ways
to strengthen interfaith dia-
logue and cooperation, as
well as opportunities for
cultural and academic ex-
changes between Pakistan
and the Buddhist majority
countries. The meeting con-
cluded with a resolve to
continue exploring avenues
for mutwal understanding

and cooperation, and to
work together towards a
more  harmonious  and
peaceful world. In that con-
ty of
ng a joint forum
for dialogue and collabora-
tion was especially dis-
cussed. The delegation is
wvigiting Pakistan to attend a
symposium and an exhibi-
tion titled "From Gandhara
to the World," organised by
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs
The delegation includes
Sri Lanka's Minister for
Buddhasasana, Religious
and Cultural Affairs Vidura
‘Wikramanayaka, Thich Duc
Tuan from Vietnam, Anil
Sakya from Thailand and
Dr  Keshabman Shakya
from Nepal. —RT/Agency
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